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From -

The Hou'He M. C. M. WEBS, LCS,
Secretary o the Governnwnt of Burma

Seya Thein,
Te.l, Church Pgad, 200000,

Moymyo, the... . Japtenbez. .. 1819,

S, .-
: In revly to your letter deted the P8th rugumt

1918, I ar directed to sey that there sre mo rules for the
pludy of HBurmeee “istory, Yutfhua, snd poetry in the ﬂovenpqn
High Zchaol, “angoon, end thet dessc=ie no anpoimtaent for thl
teachinz of these subjscts exists, "re Dirsctor of Public
Instructiom, Durna, who was consulted in the metier, has ad-
vised thet it is pot possible et present to crests such anl
smpointment in the Rovermment Fiek School, ™aneaon. I 2m ta
say ‘that if guc on eppointment iz created in future youwr
eendidatnre will be consideved. t

- § have thg konour to be,
Sir,
fhar mest obedient servant,

Secretory.

muémo E
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41, Park Road.
Rangoon. |
29/4/18
1 have imown Says Thein fm' aver 8 year. He hag
been teaching ms Burmoae and introducing ms to the h1stery-
and archaeclogy of Burma. He i3 an azcollant toachsr lnd
hae a great store of information which is axtr;amel: useful-
for anycns vho wishes to study Burma ani the Burmese.. He
has writtex megy valuable articles for the Brma Ressarch
Socistyvs Jourpal, - His pawrana dictionary is, I believe,
a staxzndard"drk. Hu ksenass &nd enthusmsm in rasearch
ars entirely admirabls. He iz preserved from mny of the
futilities of other Burmose Scholars by his keen sense o
humour, which also mnkes kis lsssoms very enter aining.
He hes some cunnus whms and fancies which are smply
ovidences of an attractive pereszality.
I recommend him heartily to éayone who wishes the -
help of 8 Burmese Scholar in stuiying the lpnguage , 11tora-l
ture, history, ot° archaeclogy of the country.

&/- H. G. Fnaer. I. B. 8.
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Office of ths Director of
Agriculture.

ia.ngoon, the 28th jlarch 1923,

Says Thein is o very worthy old guntleman whc Yas a repul'-i
tion for teaching Burese-As an sxyosaung he has dons good

work I understend in Cooperation: P came across soms of hi.
vork while I was Joint Hegistrar in 1919-20. He is & very .

pleasant man to deal with,

3d/-"T. Clasge,

Office of the .
deristrar, Co-operative Societies,
Burnma, _

<engoon, tie 18tHRlay 1923,

Saya Thein has besn known to me for several years. e is &
711 lmown urmese writer who contributes articles to the
Burma Hesearch Journal. He has travelled as an wnofficial
orgeniser of Coogperative Societies .and has had his travelliqu
axpanses paid by the Cooperstive Jocietias Depariment.
I believe hin to be o man of good charzeter and
industry. .

34/~ 8. B, Dur
18-9-2
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BY -WAYS OF BURMESE HISTORY
INTRODUCTION
BY
U Khin Maung, B. A. M. L. A,
CORRESPONDING MEMBER OF THE
INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS
COMMISSION

Neo more appropriate title than this- THE
BY-WAYS OF BURMESE HISTORY- can bhe
given to the present work which in Burmese
1s entiried (translated literally) ORAL HISTORY.
Burmese History had alwayvs been, in the past written
by command of the King, and the historian had to
exercise the greatest cauwtion and bestow the most
meticulous care, so as not to offend the royal person-
age. Hence, Burmese History is more or less a patch-
work of fact and fiction, true gt times tale-like on
occasions but subservient fo the main purpose “1o
delight the King”. In order_ therefore, to get at the
real truth, which underlie events that happend in
times now called historical, we must not only rely
on tecords which in Burma are a rarity, but, peep
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into the past, through oral tradiions and through
what fathers tell their sons down the ages, in Jow
whispers of events that dare not show themsclves
up in writing that dare not be heard abroad.

The events related in the present work refer to
the period of the reign of King Bodawpaya, the
Sixth King of the Alaung-piva Dvaasty. As is well
known, his life as a prince was spent in poor obscu-
rity at Sagaing. The author has lifted a corner of the
veil and has shown us the pringd and his family,
{heir sarvants and friends how they lived, moved and
had their being. Whan, howsever, the prince waded
practically through slaughter to the throne, his ride
to power lifted his servants among whom the most
famous was U Paw U, whose axme was  destined to
becomz a household word in Burma. lu sharpness of
retort. quick and ready wit, and a wxlth of reépartee
there are faw o equal him.

4

We see in the prescnt work, King Bodawpava
sttipp:d off the giamour of royalry, a very much
human and humane person. We see him as he s,
not as he has bren painted. And b2ing led as we are
through*chs By-Ways of Burmsese Hislory”the feeling
coms2s upon on¢ that here is not a phace to linger by
the wayvside, but move onward and observe things
as thoy are and see things as they should be seen.
An interesting and important contribu'ion to Burmese
History and one need say no further.

1926 - Khin Maung.
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