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BY-WAYS OF BURMESE HISTORY
INTRODUCTION
BY
U Khin Maung, B.A., M.L.A.,
CORRESPONDING MEMBER OF THE
INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS
COMMISSION

No more appropriate title than this - THE BY-WAYS
OF BURMESE HISTORY -can be given to the present work
which in Burmese is entitled (translated literally) ORAL
HISTORY. Burmese History had always been, in the past
written by command of the King, and the historian had to
exercise the greatest caution and bestow the most meticu-
lous care, so as not to offend the royal persoange. Hence,
Burmese History is more or less a patch-work of fact and
fiction, true at times tale-like on occasions but subservient
to the main purpose "to delight the King". In order, there -
fore, to get at the real truth, which underlie events that hap-
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pened in times now called historical, we must not only rely
on records which in Burma are a rarity, but, peep into the
past, through oral traditions and through what fathers tell
their sons down the ages, in low whisopers of events, that
dare not show themselves up in writing that dare not be heard
abroad.

The events related in the present work refer to the
period of the reign of King Bodawpaya, the Sixth King of
the Alaung-paya Dyanstry. As is well known, his life as a
prince was spent in poor obscurity at Sagaing. The author
has lifted a corner of the veil and has shown us the prince
and his family, their servants and friends how they lived,
moved and had their being. When, however, the prince waded
practically through slaughter to the throne, his ride to power
lifted his servants among whom the most famous was U Paw
U, whose name was destined to become a household word
in Burma. In sharpness of retort, quick and ready wit, and a
wealth of repartee there are few to equal him.

We see in the present work, King Bodawpaya
stripped off the glamour of royalty, a very much human and
humane person. We see him as he is, not as he has been
painted. And being led as we are through "the By-Ways of
Burmese History" the feeling comes upon one that here is
not a place to linger by the wayside, but move onward and
oberve things as they are and see thinbgs as they should be
seen. An interesting and important contribution to Burmese
History and one need say no further.

Khin Maung.
1926.
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