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Next ....

“Next, please”

At the call of the psychiatrist, 2 man and
4 woman entered the examination room. The
man was complete picture of restlessness while
the woman wore a stern look, eyebrows raised
and eyes popping out.

The doctor had them seated and started
his quesnons

“Who is the companion of th* patient?”

:qmcu
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“Me ... doctor.”

The man replied and told the doctor the
reason of their cormng :

“It was like this, doctor. Since last evening
‘my wife looked like she’s possessed by an evil
spirit. Please, cure her of this disease. '

‘Strange ... to be possessed by an evi
spirit .... could you give me some details how it
all started.

“Yesterday evening as I arrived home from
work, my wife suddenly changed into a stern
fook’ as you see her now — her eyes popping
out. Then she uttered the word “Next ....” in a
very shrill voice. After that she said nor a word
more and she did not answer my questions ull
now.” - -

: “H’m ... let’s check the patient.”

So saying the doctor started testing the
woman carefully with his instruments.

"The man standing by and looking anx-

iously kept asking questions to-the doetor.

DG

s20heinu§ogiotups : 39

“What's wrong with her, doctor? Is she
really possessed” by evil?” -

“No ... not at-all ... possessed by evil ...
not in these modern times .. my test shows
that she’s suffering from excessive brooding over
something.”

“Could you- say somethmg more for me
to understand.” :

“Perhaps it’s like this. Last evening, -the.
patient must' have had a shock seeing some-
thing. ‘This shock she suffered had numbed her
nevers so much that she could not speak any
more. Could you think of something that had
made her so?”

“No, doctor .... I couldn’t possibly see or
think of anything. Anyway what’s the meaning

~of that word “Next ...” that she had uttered>”

“Can’t say. And I haven’t read any simi-
lar case .in the medical books I've studied.”
Saying these words, the doctor shook his
head. :
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“But then, she could be cured of this
disease, couldn’t she?” ‘

“Sure, 1t'll go away easily ... And -only
then she might be able to explain the meaning
of the word “Next” that she had uttered. Per-
haps the answer lies there. Now, I'm going to
give her an injection. Soon after, her nerves will
be able to function again ...” ‘

So saying, the doctor bared the arm of -

the woman and registered an injection.

Soon enough, the woman’s face changed
expression. : \

“Look, the medicine has showed its ef-
fect. Come, talk to your wife.”

The doctor urged the man.

“Hey, wife .. so you've gained
your senses .... here. I'm .... your hubby, look!”

Hearing the husband’s voice, the woman
took 2 look at him and suddenly changed again

wife ...

to the stern expression, her eyes popping out

more than before and uttered in a shnll voice.

o0

czoﬁ&ﬁfrwgo%’ld}%g :
- ™

_ “If,-tllle DXt time you come home after
playing unfaithful trick on me, don’t you ever
dare say Pm cruell |

 Screaming these words at the top of her
voice, the woman pointed her forefinger at the
man’s chest.

o The place where the woman’s finger was
pownung, that js on the breast of the man’s

shirt, there was 2 bold red stain of lipstick and
2 trace of a woman’s lips ... ’
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See You in tb;' Next‘ World

The highway, shining in the bright sun,
lies straight ahead as far as the eyes could see.
As if matching this road, a brandmew, latest
model little car, red in colour, was being . driven
at high speed by a young man. He was hasten-

- ing toward his latest girl friend, whose love he

had won over only recently.
“Cars drive best only when they are

»latest model. Oh, not only cars, girl friends are
~ the same. Once the model starts going cuc fash-

ion, I switch over to the new one. That's good,

00
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so good a habit of mine.

Uttering these words to himself, the half-
open door of the car, was caressing the self-
satisfied young man’s face. While he was dwell-
ing, in his mind, the good points of his new
little car, his mind went back, inadvertently to
the old car he had disposed of and the girl he
had cast off.

“So, you had started bating me, hadn’t
you.” 1 :

“No, no, it’s not thar ...

His reply, round-about as it was, made
the girl all the more sad.

“Oh my part, 1 just couldn’t’ get away
from you. No, please, don’t ever leave me.”

“Thar’s impossible. If we go on this -way,
i’d be.bad, bad for both of us.”

“If 1 were ever to be away from you, I
just couldn’t exist in the world any more. Death
would be better for me.

“Ah, the words women say when the
time comes to part ways. If such words have

- w

sofisnpfoghir: 1

had their ways, no man could ever leave his
girl - thought the young man.

And the selfish young man could manage
to leave the girl-friend. Not long afterwards, he
fell in love, madly in love, with another girl.

His thoughts had been proved uterly
wrong. The old girl friend had taken her own
life as she had vowed she would. The news of
her death had made the young sad and sad
whenever his mind turned towards her.- Who
wouldn’t evér not felt so to hear that he was
the cause of her death.

To make matters worse were the words -
she had spoken just before they parted.

. “If ever I die, 'm sure we’ll once again
see each other somewhere. If you meet me
thus, just wave your hand at me, please, will
you?

What had she in mind when she spoke
these words?

And he couldn’, tried as he might, forger
these words of hers. The words made him :nore

DIV
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anxious every ume he thought of them.

“Oh, don’t bother. All bull-shit, she had
said them to scare me.” )

As if to lessen their weighe, he raised the

speed of his car. Another reason' was to over’ .

take the car that was running ahead of his. Bui,

he had, all of a sudden, to change his thoughts.

Because, the image of the back of the girl
sitting 1n the front of the car -ahead loocked,
looked exactly alike with that of his old girl
friend. "

. For several moments he just followed
-behind cthar car, his look fixed onr the back of
the gril. Then, shaking his head, uttered.

“I’s impossible .... it’s nothing but my
imagination. Whatever is happening to me to/
day? She’s ‘she’s dead and gone already. Ouly
because I'd been thinking of her, I thought tha
girl ahead looked like her. [ must get rid of thi
thought. And that’s easy, very easy. Just look.
Ul take over that car ahead of me! And, sure
Tl take a closer look at the face.”

Kexo
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~ Thinking thus, he raised the speed of his
car and looked at the face of the girl.
Hhiak '
A cry of exclamation escaped his. lips.

: There she ‘was. It was she, his old gnl
fr.leu'd! Sure as hell. She was looking back at
him and waving her hand to him! . :

“Please, wave back at me, won’t you.
dear .2 as if she was saying
Not knowing what he was doing, he

%= 3% %
It was instant death. The road was so

clear of traffic - no accident could happen. And

it has happened to the wonder of al] wonders.
You are the eyewitness. Did you, by any
chance, see how the accident happened?

The police-constable, who was . making
notes about the accident, was asking the driva;
of the car that was speeding ahead.

“I just couldn’t have any idea how it
happened. Soon as he had taken over our car,

2ePCY
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his car shot straight towards the petrol pump
and crashed it. I think he just got his eyes
dazed, head dizzy and caused the accident.”

“Thanks ....”

The constable said and closed his note-
book. Then he looked into the back seat of the
car and asked:

“But then, 1s there anything wrong with
the girl? Look like something’s wrong with her.”
_ “Oh, the girl .... it isn’t human being ....
just the wax-image. My )ob is making wax im-
ages. I was on gy way to deliver this image on
order. And this accident happened on the way.”

“Oh, so human, excellent workmanship.
If you haven’t told us, we would think it just
human.” ‘ \

You are right! The model girl of this wax
was just excellent help!

But there 1s one thing ~ it’s sad news.
She took her own life when her boy friend left
her. Only recently. :

n ;
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Reason for Calling

A night ar the Police Sation. A police
officer was talking on the phone.

“Hello, is it S hospital> Police Station
speaking. Excuse me for calling at this time of
night.” s

“Yes, S hospital. I am hospital-in-charge.
We've just finished a job and I'm abour to go
to bed. May I know the reason for calling,
please?” ' ' '

“I’s like this. Just a while ago 2 report
came (o our station. A burglar has enrered g

SQoxu
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house and made off with the coins the house
owner has collected.” -

“Oh, is that so? But whar - was this to do |

with my hospiral?” _
“Hm. The thief has been. bitten by the
watch-dog of the house. And the dog is said to
be a mad dog.” '
- “Ah, in thar case, the thief is really dan-
gerous!”
" “Yes, he is. So now we cannot abandon
the thief to die because he is a thief.”
“Soon, the case ‘will be reported in ‘the
© NewWSpapers. . \ ez ’
If the thief happens to read the report,
he will surely run to the nearest hospital. We
are to wait for him there and mab him. That is

why we are calling all hospitals and asking for -

h-elp‘”; . - _. :

' “That’s all right. We’ll be on the alert,
once the thief got to our hospital. And I respect
your police force working even at this time of
mght. Thank you for calling.”

e

szoﬁrqu]ugogqo‘jups
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The hospital-in-charge put back the
phone. And talked lowly (whispered) to himself
_ “Surely, the police officer deserves my
dgep thank's-. He must have read those foreign
crime  stories and’ setting a -trap to catch the
thief, Anyway, you can’t be over-cautious.” -

So saying, the hospital-in-charge took an

| anti-vaecine for rabbies from the medicine-cabi-

»

net and gave himself a shot of injection. .
’ Afcer t‘h_at, he was all smiles Iodking over
the ancient coins he had stolen. - Ty
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They saw alyéur'lg man coming in their
direction. _ : 2 '
Who could make the young man to take
off this coat? - _
That was the target of contest,
“Alright, Tl start first,” so saying, North-
wind, started blowing with all his might towards
the young man. The speed of the wind was so
~violent that it could just blow the coat off the
-young” man’s body. And the chill of the wind
made the young man shook all over with cold.
He looked around and saw a bar. - ;
" “Ah, it’s so cold I need a drink to ‘warm
me up.” ' '
-As he entered the bar, a young waitress
greeted him with warm manners.
“Welcome, Sir, this way Sir. Sure we will

cater to yeur needs.”

A guest at this chiling hour! To make
him warm is all that bars are for. Without
warm attention and service of waitress, a bar is

PANCO

o

&205&Jruu$og)\lo‘jups ' G2

not a bar with service so ‘poor.

. Bur, this bar, air-conditioned, rhe young
man found there was here much more than he
had expected he could get ar a bar.

In the circumstances, the young man
ordered hot drinks at. first, But, in-no time, he
switched 1o cold refreshments.” Then, with on-

- coming heat,_he had to take off his coar. -

“See, see for yourself.- That’s my power
look! The young man has taken off - his 'coat.;
So,. Sun-God, it’s your turn now. Go ahead!

North-Wind urged with satisfaction.

~ "Sun-God, far from admitting defeat, he
starfed throwing his- rays towards the young

man puttng back his,coat on and' coming out

of the bar.
\ Astonished, the young man léoked up at
the sky and muttered. S
“Look, the weather has changed! Witk .
wrongs and nights getting topsy-turvy . iy the
world, the weather is also gerting upsidt: down.

DO
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The heat of the sun got more and more
intense. His whole body soaked in sweat, the

‘young man wiped away the sweat and entered a
coffee-shop. The coffee-shop, also airconditioned,

. ——-

was chilly all over.”
And so, dear reader, the result of the
contest 1s — as you can imagine!
The coat, off on a hot day, and on, a
cold day.
_ ..
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Farewell Dream

1)

One night, he had a dream - not the one
with good omen. A friend of his, a very dear
ome, was saying to him something in whispers
with a face sad or forlorn, he was not sure
which was the friend’s feeling.

“Sayonara ... bye, bye”

“Wait ~ where to?” :

In the dream, he kept repeating the ques-
tion to his friend. But the friend did rot say -

el



www.burme
qo ' . ; 2E30enemfi

anything and vanished with a wave of the hand.

@)

The next morning, he remembered the
dream as soon as he was awake and .felt sad.
Why did 1 have that dream? He thought and
thoughr and scratched his head. _

“Has anything happened to my friend?
Some days ago he had left on a journey and has
pot come back yet. Has any accident occurred
to him wherever he has arrived and lost his life>

And, just at the moment of his death, he has |
come to me, his best friend, to say goodbye. |

Oh! so sad to think!

‘With these thoughts he went to the |

~ phone and called the family of the friend.

“Hello, 1t’s me. Any news from hubby?”

“No ~ nothing. Anything the -matter?”

To his startled call, the wife of his friend

was asking him a- question, rather strange.
“All right, then. Nothing important. I

gy
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just happened to remember him.”

So saying he put.down the phone.

Then he started thinking again. If the
friend had met with a fatal accident or some-
thing, it’s time the family had got the message.
'As things stood, there was- nothing to be anx-
1ous about.. :

But, what about the dream?

What's its meaning?

50 ®)
' 'Jus_t to relax his tense nerve; he prepared
0 go out and have a stroll.: =
: As he walked, various thoughts stirred.
his head. Half-way along the street, it seemed
that the meaning of the dream had dawned on
him suddenly. His friend, whom he would not
meet again,-had come and said goodbye-to him.
That was all that the dream was about.
And now, everything had got late.
The moment that he had felt of the

W)
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dream, he was in the muddle of the road cross-
ing to the -other side.

A bus, running at high speed knocked
him and tossed him up 1n the air.

The moment before he fell back to the
ground and was about to die was when he felt
he got his friend’s message.

) |
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Tears

The big mansion, with irs large com-
pound, was so attractive that. every passers-by
had to take a second look at it Inside the
compound were multi-coloured flower-plants and
a big tree with fragrant flowers in full bloom.
‘ To match this pleasant compound in
beauty, there stood a big grand mansion system-
atically equipped with priceless furniture and
paintings on the wall.

The owner of this big mansion was a

e
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very beautiful lady. .

She had already turned 30, but looke
just a lictle over 20, such was her youth. It
seemed that time, i1n 1ts natural course, had
passed her by. Her health was so fine because
she was an ardent sports enthusiast. She pos-
sessed all types of sports equipment, and in fine
weather, she would play games and sports. That
kept her in best health, never a day of sickness
in her life. ;

She had another hobby, playing harp.-

On dark, cloudy days she would play harp, the
sweet cool sound of which delighted the hear
ers. : . :

She had a loving husband, a handsome
kind-hearted man, with spotless characters. With
no eye for any other woman but his wife, he
seemed to have decided to wholly devote his life
to his beloved wife.

In sum, this beautiful lady, the owner of
this mansion and his big yard, was the envy of

XU
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;Jllledlt seemed that she had all her wishes ful-

But, for now, she had stopped all her
games and sports.

She was with child.

Came the day when she gave birth.

The doctor had duely atrived and after
doing his chores, had gone. :

Sull, not a cry of baby was heard.

She asked her husband.

“What’s the marter>™ -

The husband, uttered not a word, he
merely shook his head. _

She did give a birth.

That was sure enough. ,

But, the thing that she gave birth was
not a human child bur 2 lump of glittering gold,
that was the one she had given birth.

“Oh, same as before.™

Her voice got low as she uttered those
words. -



www.burmeseclassic.com
Go 2Ecremf

Up ull now, all those that she had given
birth were not human. babies.

Growing sadder as she thought, big drops
of tears fell — from her cheeks to her clothes, >
from her clothes on to the floor. Not only
there, her drops of tears kept falling, drop after
drop, to her palms. After that, all her drops of

tears changed into sparks of diamond.
]
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His Beloved Wat_—ch

Oo Kay was making preparatiqns for a
holiday trip. The trapsistor radio 1n l:u; pocket
was broadcasting weather news. )

«The weather will be fine TOmOrrow.”

Oo Kay blew a joyful v;{histle and kc?e?
wiping his wristwatch with his hafndkcrchn?.
This has already become regular practice, a habxt,
unique with him. Scratching one’sA head, holdm{g1
one’s ears, wiping one’s nose - these are al
meaningless acts. He feasted his eyes on his
watch — he was in love with ir, so 0 speak.

WJ
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He bought the watch five years ago.
Passing along a show-case of*a store, this watch,
among countless others flashed at him. Oo Kay
felt like a -beautiful girl passed a wink at him.
And 1o his mind, he heard her plea, “Buy me,
please.”

The dial of the watch was made from an
old gold coin belonging to an -ancient city.

Perhaps a happy coincidence. On the
day he bought the watch, he got a bonus from
his work.

“OK. I'll take you!” moved his lips al-
most automatically. From that ‘day onwards, he
and the watch never parted from each other —
the watch had become a part of his body. All
along his life he had enjoyed fine health so the
idea of having a medical check had-never occured
to him. But he took the-watch regularly to the
watch-reépairer’ for a check-up.

His heart missed the watch ull the time it
was with the reparrér. ' B

With so much of his attention, the wzicn
never showed incorrect time ~ too slow, never
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too fast, rare. It had always kept exact time.

The pocket transistor chimed the signal
tume. Oo Kay shook his head and blurted out:

“Odd, the radio giving incorrect time sig-
nal!”

He couldn’t accpet the idea that the mis-
take was that of his watch.

“No, my watch never makes a mustake,
only the radio must be wrong?” That was abso-
lute faith that he had in his watch. But, then,
when he switched his radio to another wave-
length, he found that the radio had been keep-
ing the correct time. Heat waves ran all over his
body!”

Gone! He could not catch the bus for.
which he had bought a ticket.

In utter anger, he shouted at his watch, |

and domne that he had never done before.
“What have you doune? I've been taking

so much care of you!”
What could he do but to cancel his plan

to make the holiday trip?
He felt so dejected that he had to come

Pocy
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watch repairer. '
~ “Odd, very odd - that my watch showed
the incorrect time. This is the first time thar jt
ever d1d: And now I've lost the chance to enjoy
my holidays.”
. The warch-repairer rook the watch and
said with a big surprise.
Nor long ago, I checked it with good
care and found nothing wrong with it
“Impossible!”
' As he_ said these words, he heard a news
fem over his pocket transistor.
Now is the season of pleasure trips. ‘A
bus speeding towards S-mountaia ....”
Heanqg this, he interrupted
See? I missed this bus because of the watch.
How can I be sure the watch has gone wrong.”
; But, the news item on the radjo contin-
ued: : :
“The bus speeding towards S-mountain
crashed into the wall of the mountain, over-
turned and fell into the valley.” ’
]

pency
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Loitering Dog

She dreamed of a dog.

Those believers in dreams feel anxious
when they see a dog in their dream. For most
ordinary people, there is nothiog .odd about
 such a dream. However, the dream that this girl
had was rather- strange. She kept having such
dreams and in every. dream she saw the same
dog. _
The dog was loitering alone in a wide
field or sometimes near a.pond. The dog was so
very lonely. Sometires looked like running 1n a

R0
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rage as if it was frustrated. The dog seemed to
be in hot pursuit of something.

At first, the girl was frightened. She could
not understand why this dog kept appearing in
her dream. However, as she went on having the
dreams, she felt pity on the dog. She could not
know what the dog was looking for but she felt
like offering thelp 1o the dog; she felt like sooth-
ing 1. A o

In the drearns, she called out to the dog
by word of mouth and then with a friendly
gesture of her hand. The dog did not seem to
hear her and only kept running about. Seeing
that, she felt some. sort of pain in her heart and,
on waking, the pain remained in her mind.

In due course, she had a lover and was
married to him. From the day of her marriage,
she did not have the dog-dream any more. Why?
she had wondered but then, she gave no serious
thought to it. Her married life was happy and

. bad no important connection whatever with tse

dream.



One day, however, her husband said to
her:

“I must tell you about a strange dream. I
used to have before I married you ... I kept
having this dream for quite a long tme. Burt,
now, I've stopped having this dream.”

“Oh, what sort of a dream was that.”

“If T tell you, you'll surely laugh ar it. In
the dream 1 was a dog running here and there
in a-wide field looking for something!”

|
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A Flower Made of Glass

The little flower was made of glass.

Yukiko had been giving the glass flower
much more care than it deserved. The shape of
the flower was sculptured like that of a rose.
Being made of glass, it was transparent. In all
respects it was a most artistically created little
flower. :
Hold it in your hand and look carefully,
sure you will see a glow of green in the petals.

VIR0

eclassic.com
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“No, not imagination, it was real! The flower
itself was of pink colour and petals would grow
wet and give out fragrant smell. She had ordered
for special pot, put the flower in it and placed
with fond care on the shelf. She felt the flower
was a grand decoration for the house. House-
hold duties for the husband finished and after
he had left for work, she was alone in the
house. Yukiko wiped and cleaned the flower
with soft cloth. If by accidenr, the glass flower
fell and broke into pieces, she was afraid - that
she could not get a substitue.. So, she took extra
caré -of the flower.

One day, Tomokoka, a dear friend and
neighbour called on her. The two women chat-
ted about this and that and laughed a great deal.
Tomoko unexpectedly started talking about the
flower.

“Yukiko, you're taking so much care of
the flower, and I see that the moment you have

NGO
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the flower in your hand, there is total change in
the expression of your face. And I guess, this
flower couldn’t be an ordinary flower.

Tomokoka said it as a joke, but Yukiko
replied in a serious tone.

“You’re right, this flower isn’t an ordi-
nary flower.”

Hearing the unexpectedly serious response
Tomoko’s curiosity was aroused.

“Oh, is that so, really> If it isn’t an
ordinary flower, what sort of flower is it? Can
you tell me? I'm all ears!”

“Well, I wonder if I can call it MAS-
COT, something that brings you good luck.
There are mysterious qualities in the flower.
And T must not tell anyone how I happened to
get it. Now that it is in my hands and so It Is
mine, it belongs to me.

“Why is it that you're taking so much
care of it?”

eclassic.com
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“Oh, don’t you see, all this ume and up
to now I'm enjoying so much happiness, so
much peace in my life.”

“Oh! 1mpossible! You are believing 1n
absurdities, Take whatever look at it 1s only an
ordinary flower! “If you don’t believe, first hold
it in your hand, but be very careful!”

So saying, Yukiko opened the flower
pot. Tomoko took the flower in her hand. She
felt her hand was touching a real rose flower.
She touched the petals of the flower, and she
felt that the petals reacted to her touch. The
desire to laugh and poke fun disappeared. Care-
tully, she replaced the flower slowly into the
pot and said. '

“You're right, 1t is possible. But then, if
the little flower were ruined by some accident.
Yukiko’s face turned blue with fright.
“Stop, stop it. Don’t you ever say it
it again even as a joke. If this little flower were

DOV
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ruined trouble will come 1o me. I don’t under-
stand what sort of trouble it could be ... bur,
but it would be terrible very ternble!”

“But, if the accidents were due to earth- l}
quakes, thefr?”

“No .. this flower pot is made of very
strong glass, like that of the glass in front of 2
car. It won't break even in a violent accident.
Bur, if there was earthquake and the whole
house collapsed, I can’t say what will happen to
‘the flower. And, in such an earthquake, I would
be rushed to death. As for theft, the thief would
not bother to take it away thinking the flower
was such a worthless thing. To make. it so, it is
placed in a transparent pot. If it were put in a }
safe, the thief would rake it away thinking it is
a thing of great value. And please, don’t breathe
a word about this to anyome!”

“Oh, rest assured. Don’t you worry a

bit.”

eclassic.com
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Tomoko promised. However, now that
the secret had been told to her, she could not
eat, sleep or rest in peace any more. Yukiko’s
little flower appeared in her mind wherever she
had time to. spare. With each thought of the
flower, her envy for Yukiko increased. -Envy
phased into jealousy towards Yukiko
life was so peaceful and happy.

whose

~ Not that Tomoko’s life was destitute.
She was well off. However, after she had been
told about the mascot she could not eat, sleep
or move about in peace and quiet. The mount-
ing-desire to bring trouble to Yukiko gnawed at
her heart all the time: What if I steal the thing
and ruined. her life> She thought and thought.
Yukiko had told her that if the flower were
taken from her, her life would be ruinéd and
she was frightened. If, as she had said, her
happiness and peace were due to this flower,

her life would -be back to a regular onme i she
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did not have the flower anymore. Thar would
be fair. We'll see if it the flower was the cause
or it was not. That would also prove to Yukiko
that her belief was only a superstition.

Thus Tomoko’s one sided and evil
thoughts reached the climax and eventually,
started realising into action. p

She waited for the day when Yukiko
was not at home and stole into the house. She
knew the place where the key was kept and
took the flower out of the pot. She put the pot
back in place and came out of the house as if
pothing had happened.

When she came to a clear spot of the
street, she forcefully dropped the flower and it
broke into pieces. The broken bits of glass
caught the rays of the sun, shone so bright than
they were dazzling to the eye. Seeing this,
Tomoko's mind was filled with unpleasant feel-
ing. “I'm breaking the glass flower have I made

NV

czo‘isGTruugog)ulo‘j% 0>

a mistake? But then I can.do nothing now.;’
She came back to her house as if noth-

ing had happened. She heard loud weepling of

Yukiko. Pretending that she was surprised and

frightened, she ran to Yukiko’s house.’

“Whar’s the matter, Yukiko?”

Yukiko, pointing to the empty flower

pot.

"My glass flower has been stolen. Oh,
trouble will come. What am I supposed to do?
Oh ..»

“It has been stolen and what can you do
about i? You have to forget it, that’s all you
can do?” .

Saying this, she had 1o stifle the desire to’
laugh because she was glad that trouble had
come to Yukiko. And she pretended sorrow
and spoke words of comfort to Yukiko. At last,
Yukiko, resigned to her fate and said “Oh, ir's
all right with me now, what can I dop Bu: for
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the one 'who has stolen my glass flower ..

These words disturbed Tomoko and she
asked.

“What? what’s going to happen to the
one who has taken away the flower?”

“In fact, the flower didn’t bring any ben-
efit 1o the one who has it It cannot be de-
stroyed. But, to the one who destroys ir, it
brings a cure, a big trouble. “Oh what type of
person could have stolen such a flower? He
might not know it but the moment he destroys
the flower all the riches happiness that he has
up to now come to an end. -

“Ob, is that so?”

“Yes, thar’s that. Since I should not give
this flower to any other person, I am keeping it
“and taking great care. If I tell anyone about it,
no one will take i. X I just give it away
without saying anything, I'll néver be able 1o
forgive myself. '

classic.com
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Tomoko could not bear to listen to
Y"ukiko’s words to the end and she stood up .
silently. Then, with weak steps and placing her
hand on her throbbing breast, she walked back
o her house.

. Inside her house the telephone kept ring-
ing and ringing. With trembling hands she picked
up the phone.

The man in the phone had started telling
one very sad news after -another for Tomoko.
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_ The Rocket and the Fox

A man and a fox arrived at the Universal
Research Cenrre. '

“Here! Here! what kind of man are
you? This centre is nor a zoological garden, Oh!
so stupid!” '

‘Protested the responsible person of the
centre, but the man explained.

“It is like this, Mr ... this one is not an
ordirary fox. I_"ve done some research work g

the fox for several years. There are two types

Bedcy
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of foxes - the one which is cunning and the
other which i1s not. And I've found after much
hard work, the kind of fox which is cunning -
very good at pretending. I've nurtured this kind
of breed ané now ! have quite a number of
them with me.”

“Ha! Ha! You've been doing such an
odd work, but, by the way, what has brought
you to our research centre?”

“Eh .... I've come wonderning if you would
like to purchase the fox! and brought this one
as sample” “Oh! 1s thar so. But then, can you
explain what conuection your fox could have
with our universe?

“All right ... it’s like this: It you’re going
to do research work at the South Pole, this fox,
Kalaphato type, will be very useful. And for the
same purpose in the universe, you can not
think this type of fox can be used. Well, let’s
not waste ume. I'll give you a demonstration.
. So saying the man began his demonstra-
ton before the employees of the centre who
were hard put as to whether to believe or not.

GO
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At the signal of the man, the fox in-
stantly turned into a Kalaphato type pulling
the canoe on ice.

So with just this one, you've seen thar
my fox can be used as Kalaphato dog!

After that the dog changed into a horse
and ran off carrying a man on its back. And
then it changed into a pig.

“So now you've seen with your own
eyes. If there is food shortage in our universe,
you can create pigs for meat. For those who
don’t eat pork, they can create cows or chick.
ens at will ” _

‘ The employees asked the man to create
t!ungs they wanted. And at last the demonstra-
tion came to an end when the man had create
a beautiful woman. All their wishes had been
fulfilled. :

“Sure you're really remarkable. Tf we can
be creative like this, we will never feel lonely or
weary in this big universe.”

“So now you've seen that in a narrow
and crowded room of a rocket, there is nothing

W
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comparable to this fox in variety of uses.”

In the minds of the employees of the
centre, there was nothing but agreement to the
words of the man. So, they selected a rocket-
driver, put the fox in it and launched 1t 1nto the
universe.

A week passed and on the appotated
day, the rocket duly came back to the air-port
of the centre. The door of the rocket opened to
the Welco:ning crowd of the centre. They threw
questions at.the rocket dmver.

“How was it?> Was the fox really useful?”

“Eh, not so bad.”

“How did it taste?” _

“The raste wasn’t bad enough ....”

As the questions and were going on,. one
man among the crowd pointed his finger at one
of the buttocks of the rocket-driver and asked:

“Oh..! wait .... what’s that big bulge on

your buttock?”
: n
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A Present for Home

Viewed form the little tower, built about
the lower front of the blue mountain the scene
was so pleasant and soul-Jifting. The green forest
below could be seen as far as the eye ccl)uldt go.
And the little villages dotted beside the- rivers
and streams starting out from the forest could
be viewed from the tower. ‘

There was a little shop on one side of
the tower. The owner of the shop called out to
¢he mountain-climber who had arrived near his

shop.

gadfetlu§ogodur: 303

“Brother, how about a present for home?
Here we have plenty - postcards with fine
arustic pictures and scenes and dolls sculprured
in wood.

“No way, no way. I never buy anything
anywhere I arrive. That’s my habitt, see? And
do you know why? In our town, we can Buy
things, anything we wish, things local and for-
eign, things made in any town, things however
famous, foods, presents, oh anything, everything.
All you need is money! see?” _

“Brother, it 1s not so simple as you say,
may I tell you?”

“Beside, - for the time and money to be
spent on a present, it’s better to spend them on
looking on and enjoy the scenes around you ~
that’s more profitable much more worthy”

“All righr, all right, may things be as you
say. But I suggest you go into the forest just
behind this mountain. The forest has never been
changed by human hand all these years, 1t 1s ac
natural as it was in the beginning of time, T'm
sure you will find there something you will

:W)CU
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never forget in your hife-time.” _

“Ha! That’s it. Now you see my point.
And thanks for the. suggestion.”

The mountain-chmber went on along the
path pointed out by the shop-owner. It was
true that the forest remained fully natural as the
shop-owner had said. The silence and quiet
around -was so cooling to the mind. But then,
all of 2 sudden, every bit of the scenic peace
was destroyed. A gigantic bear appeared before
him. He was so dazed with fright that he could
not move, be was rooted, motionless to the
ground where he was standing. Only when the
huge bear started to wrestle with him that his
senses came back to him and he fought back
with all his rmght. In the end, the bear could
show no more desire to kill him and ran- off
into the forest. As soon as the bear disappeared
into the forést, the mountainclimber ran back
to the shop and said breathlessly, ro the shop-
owfner. ' :

“So lucky, I din’t die. I've just met face
to face with a big bear. Oh, how T fought for

§200¢ Jruugo@ Io‘l{ s
— T Tl

33?

my life!”
‘ But the answer that the shop-owner gave -
1o him was rather strange,
| i‘Ah, I know it already. And, allow me
to eut in, hoy about having that fight-for-your-
/hfe on a 8-millimetre film> I have this recorded
on what -you call now a video. What do you
say,) brother‘? Aren’t you willing to buy ir? You
can’t get this sort of thing ~ the memento - at
whatever price you can pay! See?”
“What? ‘Oh, that’s ir. I see, I see ..
M Thz}r bear, it is a tame one or perhaps it
s just a big toy, Pm not sure which. But this [
am sure -- ’ !
. il;;i that_ you've played a very clever trick
i:;ying this, he flew into full fury.
. Then, his anger abated gradual] I
thoughts got clearer. _ ’ e
Tha.t video pictire of his fight-for-life
struggle with the bear could be shown to the
children and friends around his house. Surely

the video-film will be useful in re-telling his

I
war
and courage.
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The reason was this: In his fight for his
life, he was not acting. The fight was his real
struggle for life. Life and Death struggle, no
doubt about that.

With these thoughts, the mountain-climber
took out his purse: _

“OK, I'll buy 1t at whatever price you
say!”

n
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Time : Some time before World War L
Place : Vienna, Austria.

There used to be a small pawn shop at a
corner of that old little town. For some time, 2
young man of about 20, kept walking to and
fro before the pawn shop. Then, he seemed :o
have made up his -mind to do ‘something and

eV W
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entered the pawn shop.

The door-bell hung at the door broke
the silence inside the shop. An old man, per-
" haps the pawn shop owner, looked above the
rims of his eyeglasses at the young man from
head to foot and welcomed him.

“Come in, please.”

“Eh .... I've come for a loan of money.”

“All right, this is a pawn shop .. my
business is accepting mortgages,” explained the
old man with nods of his head.

The young man continued:

~ “To tell you the truth, I'm suffering from
heartache, pain of love that is, I made acquain-
tance with a beautiful, but very sharp, woman.
For me, just being mear her was enough to fll
"my heart with peace and joy. Oh, to be martied
to her, I would surely have a peaceful life!”

“Aw ... that would be very good.”

“} had, with great difficulty, made for a
date with her and I've already promised her a
dinner tonight. And I'd like to give her a present.

DU

“sir? Eh, you don’t have eyes for art ...

~ glve me some credit. ...

rsaoﬁ&aqj@og\p‘-jups SR

For all these, 'm 1n need of some big amount
of money.”

“Good, now I know your reason for
coming here. But, for us, you know, the more
importaat thing is the value of the thing you
can offer us as mortgage. So, what have you
brought with you?”

“Not to worry, sir, Pve brought several
paintings done by me. My ambition is to be an
artst ... here, take a look at them, sir ..”
excellent works, sure they are!” |

" Looking at the young man speaking with
obvious pride and pleasure, the old man shook
his head.

“I'm afraid, 1t’s impossible to accept such
painiings as mortgage property.

“What do you mean by such paintings,
anyway,
pow is not the time for discussing art. The time
Pve set with her 1s fast appraoching. Please, sz,
I will repay it without
fail. And I'll never forget you kindness iz all my

T
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life.”

The young man was almost in tears, but
the old man did not relent.

P'm afraid, it’s impossible ... simply im-
possible ... You know, to give out credit to
one and all on the words they blurt out, we'li
run out of business in no ume ... We Jews are
cold-blooded 1n this respect. You’ll get nothmg
with your sob stores. '

“Why, so hard-hearted?> Now you've
crushed my little wish, dashed my buds of love
OK, so be it. Come what may, I don’t care a
damn. But I will never forget the bitterness I've
fele for you. Sure, I'll take revenge on you Jews

for your unkind heart.”

Losing his temper, the young man kept

saying angry words, raising his arms and fists.

“On with your shouts and threats, I've

“told you 1 can’t give you a loan. So, off with

you! You say your name 1s Adolf Hider? Is

that 1t? Said old man, looking with sarcasm at
the signature at the bottom of one painung.

e

&boﬁ&ang;)g\p‘pr'- > 1

The young man gritted his teeth with

- audible sound and said finally:

“Now, old man, mark my words ... not
a word of threat. I'll keep the bitterness now I
feel here forever in- my heart. And, don’t you
cry when the time comes!

When the young had left, the old man
said aloud to himself: A 5

“Anger art the slightest provocation! While
uttering words of anger, his eyes flashed like
those of a mad man. Sure, he is the one who
would do as he says. No easy job, doing this
mortgage business. Anyway, nothing much o
bother. Pm not a Jew. When you do .mortgage
business, you are supposed to be a Jew — that’s
a fact. In this way, it’s easier to drive away such
people. That’s the feason why 1 told hu:n that I
am a Jew.

]
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Confession

Looking out of the window, he saw

houses in various shapes and designs lying qui-
etly in the rays of the Autumn sun. :

The place was one of the apartments in
the sky-scrapper condominium. The easy chair
near the window was rocking. Because the young
man sitting in the easy chair was shaking it in
utter boredom.

Gazing out of the Wmdow with lazy
eyes, he had been puffing slowly at the ciga-

m

!
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rette. ‘And ashes of the cigarette falling silently,
seemed to be adding to the quietness of the
room.

~ Suddenly the silence and quietness of the
room was shattered. With his hand on his breast
the young man cried out as if in deep pain and
stood up. This was the pain that he had been

~ suffering since he had caught the heart disease.

Now the pain had come again. He reached out
his hand unsteadily to the table, grabbed a pa-
per bag, opened i1t with shaking fingers and
took out grey-coloured powder and drank with
water.

“Oh, the pain is so great, why, why do
I have to bear this disease. It’s killing me. And
thank goodness I have this medicine. It relieves
pain no matter what time it appears.”

The young man felt a deep sigh of relief.
The side effect of the medicine was rather harm-
ful. But then, there was no other medicine.

He peered 1nto the paper bag “Oh orniy
a dose left, I must go to the shop and 2:k to

oo
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* prepare some more.”

The young man again sat down in the
easy chair. And once again, quietness reigned
(to) the room. And once more his mind grew
heavy with’ boredom. He need not worry about
food or drink. He rented the room and lived
alone in peace. Hence his only worry _vyés how
to kill tume.

He picked up ‘a magazine. Cigarette
smoke and sounds of the shaking of the easy
chatr and of turning over the magazine pages
came out .of the room in regular musical beat.
The hands of the clock also were moving regu-
larly. And the rays of the sun ‘moved on.

Came the end of the silence in the room.

There was a knock on the- door. “Who
1s 1t?”

_ At the end of the question, a girl’s an-
swer was heard. '

“m from the Roller Flower Shop. I've
come to deliver flowers.” “Oh yes! Today is the
day to change flowers. Come, please, come in-

:!?DCU

IS éoﬁ& U $og1[o$ e

>0

side.”
He placed an ‘order with the Roller
Flower Shop nearby send fiowers ro his house

- on certain fixed days.

The big door opened and in came 3
pretty girl with flowers in her hand. Her youth,
beauty and sweet smell of flowers made thé dry
atmosphere of the room green and alive once
n. re. A

“Yes! May I pur the flowers hered Thanks
for patronizing our shop.”- N R

So saying, she put.the flowers on a stand
by the door, bowed her head and turned to go
back. The young man’s eyes which were all the
ume fixed on the girl’s movement [it up and
called out to her, . _ '

“If you haven't any important matter,
could you give me a little time for some talk?”

“What abour>” - :

The gir]l asked in astonishment.

. Please listen carefully. Seeing you so
often_has pur some ‘idea in my head. I've been

Bency
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thinking of you all the time, can’t forget you
Ceven a day? S
“yWhat bullshit are you talkmg?' _
“«This is no bullshit and P'm not joking ... |
i Se‘::;- the yoﬁng man was ta.\king.reallyt n
deed earnest. Instead of idling away the tm;e
doing sothing valuable, it would be better, he
felt. cracking jokes with her. Perhaps because 1€

did not really mean what he was saying words |

1 very €asy-

came out of his mouth s;o ry easy

“fy’s so sudden ... . .
“Can’t help. To confess on love, time

always an unexpected thing. You can’t believe

’ eling so
because iU's so sudden. But then, I'm feehng q

d so deep for you” . .
e a;is he spoke, he was feeling self-satisfied

. about his ability to pretend and 10 make hlmseli
look really serious, he reached for the pape

the table and continued:' _
e On“Hcre [ keep this medicine always with

“me. And, if T don’t get the answer | sieed’ from

HCo
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“you, I will gulp this medicine down here and

now.

The young man took the bag out of his
pocket, and shook some powder into the fish
pond. “The golden fish, as if suddenly gone
mad, ran about in the pond. The girl looked
hard at whar was happening before her eyes.
But did not say a word. Silently she shifted her
gaze 1o the young man. ~

“How ... come on, your answer.”

Her excitement had reached highest but
then she still remained silent.

“Oh, 1is that so?> No love for me> If ut
has to be so, so, it shall be. Now I know you
don’t love me.” '

Holding the empty drinking glass in his
hand, he walked towards the kitchen. At this
moment, by some coincidence, his pain had
again come up. _

Tn his pretence, he had spoken too. much
and that had caused the pains to rise. And the
pains become to severe that, he must roke the

T
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medicine instantly.

As he walked back from the kitchen, his
face was blue with pains. The girl was looking
at him without any emotion, uashaken in any
way. ‘ :
“What? Such a dull woman! Not worth
any interest.” :

He was saying 1n his mind. But, this was
not very important right now. He put medicine
~powder into his mouth and gulped. the water
down. However, the pains, instead of going
away, became more severe. Purting his hand on
his breast he fell. down on the floor.

Only at this moment, the gul went to

the young man and gently picked him up. Her
face was like that of a person having a dream.
Aund ber voice was full of happiness.

“So you have really drunk it. I'm so
very happy. I can’t believe that there could be
a man who is so much in love with me. And [
love you so much, oh so much. I believe you,

your love for me. No more «u:ry now. When

s2dhe Jq)ugogxloﬁ e 563

you went for some water, I took out the medj-
cime  powder from the bag and changed them
with cigaretre ashes.”
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Dialogue
Every evening she came 1O the old little
road. This had become a daily c%xore of _hers.
Amidst heavy rains, she would arrive wearing 2
rain-coat; in heavy snow, she would be- here
with a heavy warm coat on; in sumrm?r when
the whole atmosphere was all green, she would
have been seen wearing light clot{nng. In sum,
she wa;s here at the little road, rain or shige.

Thus coming here, she soon found a

little pup - Ha' a2 mate for dialogue! The little

mco

s2dhielinuSogcups %61

pup was so tame, so lovely. This led her to
pour out her feelings to the litile pup.

“About two years ago, [ met him here,
and parted our ways here on our return home.
That day was the last day we met.

He just disappeired without saying a
word to me. I had been in love with him from
the bottom of my heart. He said he was really
in love with me. And then, he just disappeared
without saying anything more. Wasn’t it so
cruel of him? And T couldn’t forget of him even
a day - hoping he might come back today or
tomorrow.”

In reality she was unaware of what had’
happened 10 him. He had not deserted her. He
met with an accident and was injured. He kept
remembering and calling out to her ull he
breathed his last.

There was another thing that she did not
know. The poor young man had wished aloud
so many times: “May I never be parted frem
my love. May I never be parted from my love.”

Bency
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An ange! in heaven heard him and to grant him
his wish the angel had put his soul in the body
of the pup and sent it back to the earth.

Thus the young man’s wish was fulfilled
but then his fate was stll tragic. The girl kept
wailing everyday that he had deserted her. Hear-
ing her sad words, the litde pup could just wag
its tal so many times that the tail would break
off from 1ts body and 1t kept making liccle
barking sounds. '

‘ |
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Bokkochann

It was a female robot, invented with the

finest artistry. Since 1t was invented by human

hands, the beauty of the female robot had every
touch and finish that made her beauty excelle'nt.
She had every shade of beauty of all beauriful
human females so that her beaury was spotless.
Her facial expression showed some shade of
pride and conceit. But then, aren’t these the

manners-the qualifications and style of beautiful

women?

sasTnofogyofur: 290

This female robot was invented, out of
hobby, by ‘Mastet’, the owner of the liquor
shop. But he had no liking for liquor. For him,
liquor was not for him to drink, but something
to be sold to others for money. As long as
there were liquor drinkers, he need not feel any
anxiety about his business. Besides, he had plenty
of spare time that enabled him to devote himself
to the invention of the robot.

With so much enthusiasm in his work,
he could invent the robot, not a shade different
frem a real human being. With soft, fresh and
yellowish skin, the body of the female robot
was so humanly real that it was hard to tell it
from a human female.

Not only that, the human beauues of
the. nearby were no match for the female robot.
In spite of her beauty, however, the female
beauty had no brain in her head - so emvty
was her head! The ‘Master’ could not stretch his
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inventive genius to invent a brain for his robot.
The female robot could answer a few easy
questions put to her and she could take a drink
of liquor if she was offered. No More.

Master had brought his female robort to
his liquor shop. There were other tables in his
liquor shop, but he sat his robot behind the
cash counter. He was afraid that the customers
might find out that the female figure behind the
counter was only a robot, a machme.

And the customers, thinking that a new
female worker had arrived at the shop, rushed
to intorduce themselves to her. When asked her
name and age, she could give good answers. But
she could not answer other questions. But, mo
one ever doubted her.

“What’s your name?”

“Bokkochann”

“Ages”

“Oh, I'm stll very young.”

Roeo
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“That’s Why, we want to know your
agel” [

“Still very young.”

A majority of the customers were gentle-
men, so they did not bother to ask her ‘more
questions. _

“Your blouse is so beautiful.”
“Beautiful? Isn't ie”

“What do you like>”

“What do I like?” - r
“Would you like to drink GIN?”

“Yes, I like Gin.”

She. drank as much as she was offered.
But she never got drunk or tipsy.-Yes, she was
beautiful with proud manners and style. Ask
her any and she answered as she like. Soon, the
fame of Bokkochann spread among the custom-
ers. And the number of customers who came
for a drink and a chat with Bokkochann had
increased. They drank, chatted with Bokkockan

ey


aspire 4741
BC


www.burme

50 2Exycnsmfi

and offered her drinks.

“Who do you like among us?”

“Who do I hke?”

“Do you like me?”

“I like you.”

“Later, we’ll go to cinema.”

“Let’s go to cipema?”

“When do we go?”

When she could not answer, a red light
appeared at the Master, and the Master rushed
to her.

“All right, Gentlemen, no more teasing
please. There should be a limit.” The customers
realized it and with a grin, they stopped their
talking to the robot.

Sitting on his feet, the Master had a pipe
artached to the Female Robot. The liquor that
customers gave to the robot flowed through this
pipe into a plastic container near the legs of the
Master. The Master sold this liquor to the cus-

LWL
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tomers. But none of the customers noticed this.

And the fame of Bokkochann grew all
the more. She was young, but steady. No -un-
nécessary words. Give her any amount of L-
quor but she never got drunk. Hearing such
news about her, there increased more and more
customers at the shop. Among them, there was
a young man. The young man fell in love with
Bokkochann and his love grew more and more
intense, passionate. IHe came to the shop every
day. But before he could open his heart to her,
the talk stopped short suddenly. Soon his own
savings of his money came to an end and he
had started having difficulty to pay for his drinks.
And, when one day as he was trying to steal
money from his parents, his father nabbed him.
His father scolded and beat him bur the old
man, giving him money to pay for his debts to
the shop, said

“Never go there again, this 1s the last.”

DCO
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He came to the shop to settle his debts.
“So this is my last visit to the shop.” he thought
and drank liquor as much as he liked and so
much he offered Bokkochann as 2 token of
saying farewell to her.

_“After this, I won’t be able to come here
anymore.”

“Not cormng anymore?”

“Are you sad?”

“Yes, 1 am sad.”

“In fact, you are not really sorry.”

“Not really sorry.” ’

“There is no omne SO ‘rard-hearted like
you. |

“No one hard-hearted like me.”

-~“M_ust I.kill you?”

“Kill me.”

The young man took out a bag of por
son from his pocket and put the poison 1nto
the. liquor-glass and pushed it towards

G?DCU
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Bokkochann.”

“Going to drink n?”

“I will drnk it.”

Before the young man’s eyes, she took
the poisoned liquor and drank it off.

“And now die the way you like.”

““Pll die the way 1 like.”

Turning his back to Bokkochann’s word’s
the 'young man’ paid the moeny to Master and
came out of the shop. Outside, darkness of the
night reigned the atmosphere.

After the young man had- left the shop,
Master told his customers.’

“From now on, I'm not going 1o chargc-
you for the drinks; so now take as much as
you like.” '

When he said these words, the night ‘was
deep in darkness, no more new customers ar-

rived so the customers already inside were ove:-
joyed.
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“Hey ..7

“Good! Very Good! We are very happy!
Let’s all drink and drink.”

The customers and- Bokkochann, too.
Drank and drank without stop Master felt happy
and he also drank one or two mouth fulls.

After that in the whole liquor shop, al-
though it was far into the nighrt, all the lights
were on. Music from the radio flew and flew
withour break. Not one of the customers rose
to go back. And not a human voice was heard.

At last! “Wishing you Good Night.” The
farewell note was heard from the radio and the
programme came to an end.

Only Bokkochann responded “Wishing
you Good night.” Then there appeared on her
face a look, pretty, steady and expecting who
was going to talk to her and who was going to
offer her a drink.

u
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The Capital

Darkness reigned over a path in the ward
where one house lay far apart from another.

The yellowish light coming from the elec-
tric light posts, also far apart from one another,
was rather dim.

A young girl, who had alighted from ‘the
last train, was walking in quick steps to her

apartment.
“Oh, wish I could get out of this life!”

DAY
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Listeniig to her own footsteps as she
walked into the dark, she uttered her wish. She
just wanted not to continue, -even a day, dealing
with drunken customers of the bar. She was a
waitress. However, she had committed 2 mistake
and for that, she had had to be repaying debts.
She could not afford to quit his -jobs as wait-
ress as yet. By working at nights, she had been
able to repay her debs. Only when these debts

"had been paid off, she could land herself in a

day job.

“Ah!” _ _

Suddenly she let out a whisper and
looked back in anxiety. Because she felt that
some one had been following her. However, the
darkness was so deep that nothing was wisible
to her.~ - '

“Perhaps, my imagination.”

Trying to get rid of her anxiety, she
quickened her steps. Also, she gripped her hand-

e 22
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bag more tightly. The handbag, heavier today
than ever, must not be robbed by any means.
And, a friend of hers, whom she had seen for a
short while after she had come back from her
work at the bar — what had this friend told her?

“I you won’t take it long, I can loan
you this much. And, mind you, you must re-
ally make a profit out of this loan. So you can
quit this job quickly. But, I must give you thls
warning, to keep this thing safely.”

She promised her friend that she could
take every care to keep this thing that she
loaned her especially safe. The bag of money
that her friend had loaned her contained a
thing, which for her was also very important as
capital.

She heard footstpes from behind (her).
As the footsteps got nearer, she knew that they
were those of a man.

“Oh dear, what if the man turned out to

ECY
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be 2 wicked one? That sure would be trouble
for me” And the thing that my friend had
loaned me, how I had to coax her so! And if
this were also looted from me, I would never be
able to get out of this evil marsh. As the foot-
steps got near her, they turned into 2 human
voice.

“Here, big sister!”

She pressed her handbag more tightly 1o
her bossom.

“Oh, what does your handbag have in-
side? How important are they to you? And
now, be quick, give me your handbag, and
don’t let out a cry, that would be useless.”

“Oh dear, 1 can’t do anything now. And -
0o use trying 1o run away, he is sure to follow
me. With not a single passerby around, no use
to cry for help. And T am no march for the
man. No use, oo, to weep and beg him for the
return of my handbag and its contents -- once

Pco
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he had seen them. 'm sure he would not return
‘them to me.” ' \ |
And that had led her to a decision. |
She opened her handbag, and took out J
the capital thing that she had loaned from her }
" friend and aimed it towards the man waiting in
utter, uncontrollable greed.
“Ha! easier than I have imagined.”-
_ “Why? A chance like this at any other
time! I'm ready to make good use of such

chances!” )
Gladly saying so, she gently put-the small
pistol back into her handbag. q
- =%
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