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From Compiler's preface

During the time of Tu Fu, Tang feudal society underwent a great change. The turning point was the An-
Shih Rebellion which lasted over seven years. The greatest period of the Tang Dynasty, known as
Sheng Tang(properous Tang), never recovered. Economic conditions continually deteriorated. There
were constant aggressive wars caused by intruders into the empire. Governor-generals became
arrogant warlords defying central authority. The imperial court lost its hold over the land, but the
oppressing classes maintained an ever tightening grip over the people, increasing their exactions year

after year. Killing people became a small matter. All these changes combined to bring untold misery to

the common folk.

A sufferer from poverty, Tu Fu had ample opportunities of contacting other poor people and knowing
their misfortunes. He came to understand the contradictations in society and the dangers confronting
the land. In his poems he graphically describes those days of insecurity, depicts the people’s sufferings

and voices their expectations. Because of this, his works have been called " history in verse".

Feng Chih (1962)
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TO MINISTER WEI CHI
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