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A peacock is proud of his tail. It can open up like a big fan. It is very colourful.
It attracts the peahens to go near him.

One day, the peacock meets an owl. He boasts, "l have a colourful tail. It is the best.
Look at other birds. Their tails are small and ugly."
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"l do not agree," says the owl. "The other birds' tails are also useful. When flying,
they use them to steer and balance their body. Their tails also help them to brake while
landing."

"What about the other animals? Their tails are useless,"says the peacock. "No, they
 are useful to them,” says the owl. "Let's walk round the farm to seem them.
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The' peacock and the owl see some cows grazing. "Why are they swinging their
tails?"asks the peacock. "Oh, they are swatting the flies, "replies the owl.

Later they come to a pond. They see some fish swimming. The peacock asks one
of the fish, "what can your tail do? Is it useful to you?"
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The fish replies, "My tail helps me in my swimming. It propels nfy body forward. Some-
times | need to move fast. My tail helps me."

Next, they see a kangaroo hopping around the farm. It looks so easy for the kangaroo
fo hop. "You have a funny tail,"says the peacock. |s it useful to you?"
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“My strong tail gives me the balance when I hop. If not, | can fall down. It also helps
me to stand or walk," says the kangaroo.

"So now, you see," says the owl. "Not only you, have a useful tail. The other animals
| have useful taifs, too." "I understand what you mean,” replies the peacock.
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"That's not all," says the owl. "Let me show you a very clever animal. |t can break off
its tail and escape from the enemy. Its tail soon grows back.”

"What animal is that?" asks the peacock. "Where can | see it?" The owl replies, "It is
a house lizard. It is called a gecko."
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The owl and the peacock walk to a farm house nearby. They see some geckos on
the ceiling. They are chasing one another. "Let's wait and see,” .says the owl.

Suddenly, a gecko drops on the floor. A mother hen pecks at the gecko's tail. It comes
off and the gecko escapes. "l see what you mean,"says the peacock. "Thank you for telling
\ me all this."
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My boat is in the sea, and the water is blue!
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Mama's hat! It will make

a good boat.
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THING THEY LIKE TO DO

Jun Min and Samy are neighbours.
They study in the same school. They
always play and do their homework
together after school. Jun Min is a very
active boy. He likes cycling and swim-
ming. His hobby is collecting stickers.
He has an album to keep all his colour-
ful and beautiful stickers.

Samy likes to listen to nice music
and read storybooks. He likes to stay at
home alone whenever his parents gg out
attending their friends' wedding dinner,
birthday parties or doing something
else.

His hobby is collecting stamps. He
has a few small albums to keep all the
stamps he has. Most of the stamps are
given to him by his parents. Sometimes,
he also uses his own money to buy
stamps from the post office.
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M

R we: ms_;st_ed thatshe stay_wlth us. My brother-in-law was glad because

.'delavery

 labour pains, only my brother-in-aw and | were at home. And if he

knew little about what to do, | knew less. We looked at each othe
and demded that the best thing to do was totake her lo the hosp|t
- He was happy to do this because he felt sure that they would be

just like we had heard before and seen in |
pace. the-ﬂoor- outsnde the ward By this tlme'my father and mothe

the picture of coolness That was not surprising as the knew wha
' 3 was going on. We waited for about two hours and then the nurse

came out and announced thatit was a g:rl | was now an uncle and

~and the doctor told us to come. the next day We obeyed meekly

Bll"lh of a Chlld

When my sister was with child, naturally the whole famlly was

excned This was first chlld in our generatlon In her seventh month ]

he did not know what to do. He was glad t"h'at"our family was willing
to take. the responsubmty of !ooklng after his wife at the time of hef

- But __as_ luck would: have it, on the day that my sister had he

able to do better than he could: So we rushed her to Vlctona Hospi
tal, There was a little bit of a panlc at the admission desk becau se
we dld not know the procedure and dld not have the documents:
But we managed because the hospltal staff were understanding

. Within. mmutes my sister was wheeled mto the labour ward and

movies, we started ta

jomed us. The three men paced the floar, while my mother sat there

mlghty proud of it. We. were not allowed to see the baby or my sistef

and went off to have a snack to celebrate
Next day we were there m fu!l force to see the new arnval
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