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NOT ALEGEND

' : . Labutta, a small town pillowed on the right bank of

ogfaoontiod cpfcotfopmg obwnisl BN the Yway river in the Ayeyarwady Delta Region is my natal
After some 180 days’ durstion of my human éxistence,
my father left his Joved ones in this vale of tears for good and
all at his age of 26. [ had used to live in my father's tendemess
and affection for not more than six months. My mother became
widow at 24, :

Father died of nét a particalar disease but wes slaugh-
®ered by 2 Fascist troop during My, 1945 beiore they re-
R P Sarr
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treated. Not my father, Thakin Han Thein of .’iomoé-soqp,
most leading political party only, “but altogether 40 Thakmsj
also were killed by cuiting off their heads in the same évent.
Among them were 18 Thakins of Lubutta; they were (1) Thakin
Kyaw; (2) Thakin Ba Sein (Uncle of Sayagyi Maung Htin);
(3) Thakin Tin Tin, (4) Thakin San Khin, (5) Thakin Saya Khin,
(6) Thakin Han Thein (author's beloved father), (7) Thakin Htin
Wain (Younger brother of Sayagyi Maung Htin), (8) Thakin'
Tone Kinn, (9) Thakin Thein.Maung, (10) Thakin Maung Tin,
(11) Thakin Maung Maung, (12) Thakin Ba Nyein, (13) Thakin
Ba Ohn, (14) Thakin Ba Hia, (15) Thakin Han Tin, (16) Thakin
Chit Nyun, (17) Thakin Tha Han and (18) Thakin Maung Hla..__

This tragic event was come to know me by the retro-
spective sayings of my widowed mother and: -eiderly townsfolk:
whenlbecameanadolescent.Aﬁermyfather’sdwh,myi
widowed ;noﬂier took charge of father's duties apart from her
own mother’s to be brought up her fatherless two oﬁ'sprmg. my
eider brother and I, myself. She, never married again till her.
¢xpiry in her bed at the ripe age of 64 during 1985, very pitifully
came across the tribulations similar to most other widows. -

it would be very sorrowful to imagine the merciless
gvent ofmy'ﬁeloved father and his colleagues. On a day in
April, 1945, 18 Thakins were caught in dead of night in my

gipod # 0
natal place by a Fascist troop. After they -werc: tained for
some days in the local police station lock-up, were sent to
district town, Myaumgmya where were arrested in jail with
other Thakins from various towns in the district, such as .
Myaungmya, Wakema and Maw Kyun. Victims-to-be, in the
strict uustody there were altogether 40 i.e, Labutta-18,
Myaungioya-11, Wakema-9 and Maw Kyun -2.

After Fascist troop had fled the district town, a stench
spread out one day in the atmoshpere ot the town and noticed
by the ;ownsfolk who searc;hed for the cause that arouse the
foul smeil. L
Theyv got in to a cess-pit in the out-of-the-way locality
 where they had to know about the fate of partriotic Thakins
whose corpses seperated from their heads were thrown down
inhumarely into the pit as a heap of rubbish. As the elderly
townsfolk's saying the tragic event occurred at night on May
6, 1945,

. Mercitully, they urgently prepared a cremation, cer-
emony in brief at the very spot of massacre, then they regardfisily
erected up 8 monumentat piltar in which bone-ashes of  party
40 were stored, which can bé seen near independence
rument in Myaungmya dowmtown. No information #5 their
ilies could be made because of broken cummunications at

an‘n&nco j -+ R - -,
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mot help to forget that nightmare and the Yway river-i-a
mostant murmuration wilt dutifully narrate the blood - stained-
to the forth-coming generations till Doomsday.

This tragic event is not a legend, but HISTORY! -

o)  Bjobsl}
" that time, thus, some days after the cremation only, their fami
lies came to know the fate of their deaparted ones. g
" Time hiad passed for so long as over 60 years during
which a Buddhist monastic abode by the name of 300§
avo8empt: (Martyred Thakins Monastery) was put up there
" at the site of killing field and in my birth-place, a memorial pillar
for the martyred 18 Thakins of the town was erected up by
townsfolk.

. Even over six decades had gone into the past, we
never got a chance of hearing an apofogy, formal or informs
made by either the Government concerned or any other NGO
as War Veteran Organization. They had never shown 3
condolatory token for our life - long losses that could neves
be restored. We have no hatred to the people but Fascism. A
apology or condolatory token made by authority concerne
would be a good deed that can portray the impression of th
whole nation concerned. Those who are responsible shoul
guess to do so for the sake of DIGNITY of their STATE an
NATION. ‘ B

It was known that Fascist soldiers who occupied the
Ayeyarwady Deita Region by that time were from a divisio
under the control of Major - General Sakurai's 28 th: Army.

For the time so long as the Yway river flows, p ; p

(Salute to all patriots who gave up their lives in
biling to save their native soil)

Sein Win . Sein |
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