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Minthuwun, a true tawtha, who in e>&eg:93, Burmese Nursery Songs
{A.B.M. Press, Rs 2) has given us a varied and enchanting picture of Bur-
mese boys at home, at school, and at play in a Burmese village. His Burmese
village has all the charm of an older, truer and happier Burma, a calm retreat
from the strife of the capital, a2 cool Wingaba, and all the old inhabitants of a
Burmese village are there the tucktoo, the leech and the magpie-robin, and by
night fire files and evil spirits lurk in shadowy bushes, and over all is the
fragrance of Khaye and Gangaw.

It took anothet true tawtha, another intellectual son of the soil,
soaked in the pure melodies of old Burmese song 1o sing these songs in the
only possible way. K has fitted the cadences of Minthuwun's verse to the

tame-honoured cadences of old Burmese folk-song which haunt his mind.

We rejoice that these two kindred spirits have met, and with the
belp of GH.L., have combined to make the book an expression of the kind of
national spirit we would foster. U Ba Nyan, who decorates the book, in the
same way as K, exploits all those technical resources of his act which he has

learnt from the west, and yet contrives to paint an unspoilt Burraa.

Years hence, when all the copies of this book have turned to dust,
and Minthuwun and K no longer even a memory, ¢soboj Cradle Song, we like
to think, will still be sung by young mothers in Burmese viilages as they put
their babies to sleep.
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Foot Note
Dr.Johnson: Dictionaries are like watches,
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" The Rector explained that U Wun was

not: likely to remain Professor and Head
f the Burmese and Allied Languages
epartment for more than two or three

years. The intentions behind the pre-~

sent arrangements are that during this
interim period  of 2 or 3 years (I) the.
noted Burmese scholar U Wun in co--

operation with two other noted scholars’
namely, Professor ' Pe Maung Tin and

.U Thein Han (Zawgyi) will introduce
‘new curricula in Burmese and Allied
Languages compatible with modern
‘trends in Language teaching and resear-
ch and that (ii) during the same interim
period the members of the Department
will be given training in General Lingui~
stics, Phonetics and in modern methods

of Language tezching.
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