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BLOOM-BURY
There are three resources all over the world.
1) Human resources (unvaluable)
2) National resources (renewable)
3)Minral resources{unrenewable)
Hi ! How to develope ours?
How to prevent the 1oss?

Shadow, Light & Dream
There have been five gaps all over the world.
These gaps always make the global problems and the blaclﬁ-.’; )
shadow, i

i) Food Gap (Nutrition}

e.g: ETHIOPIA Starvation (20" Century) ™+

ii) Health Gap

e.g: Today (A.LD.S)or( ?)

iii) Wealth Gap

i.e: Vicious Circle

iv) Literacy Gap (English, Computer, Internet)

i.e; Global Literacy, What now? (New Meaning)

v) Vision Gap (Opinion, Thinking, Idea, Knowledge, Civi
lization, Culture, Traition, Generation,.....etc) |

e.g; i &ii word war (20 * Century) el

Ofcourse, we all must cleare do try to turn the problems into "
opportunity by using High-tech & Wni-Win Solution under the
pluralism. Time and tide is on the publics side. It is sure that human nght
is essential for everybody. If there will be durable peace.

Please, listern the chorus of a song:

"Can you here me, can you hear me

classic.com
foddRé:yd:cq: cqqﬁ\:\.m?:q_ccﬁqﬁp:] === I}
Through the dark night, far away
Iamdying, Forver trying
To be with you, to be free”
Kee; hope alive!

Have you ever seentherain?
Remark ; I'm not intrested in hard power politics.
Index ; - IDEAS THAT MOVED THE WCRLD
~-MACMILLAN (1944)
Cho Lay
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BLOOM-BURY
There are three resources all over the world.
1) Human resources (unvaluable)
2} National resources (renewable)
3} Minral resources(unrenewable)
Hi! How to develope ours?
How to prevent the loss?

Shadow, Light & Dream
There have been five gaps all over the world.

shadow.
i} Food Gap (Nutrition)
¢.g: ETHIOPIA Starvation (20 Century) e
ii) Health Gap
e.g: Today(A.LD.SYor( ?7)
iii} Wealth Gap
1.e: Vicious Circle
iv) Literacy Gap (English, Computer, Internet)
i.e ; Global Literacy, What now? (New Meaning)
v} Vision Gap (Opinion, Thinking, Idea, Knowledge, Civi
lization, Culture, Traition, Generation,.....€tc)
e.g;1&ii word war (20 Century)

Ofcourse, we all must cleare do try to turn the problems into, |

pluralism. Time and tide is on the publics side. It is sure that human rlght
is essential for everybody, Ifthere will be durable peace.
Please, listern the chorus of a song:
"Can you here me, can you hear me

www.burme

These gaps always make the global problems and the black

classic.com
foddBb:qbieq: coplioqedgdp:y 155
Through the dark night, faraway
1am dying, Forver trying
To be with you, to be free"

Kee; hope alive!
Have you ever seenthe rain?
Remark ; I'm not intrested in hard power politics.
Index ;- IDEAS THAT MOVED THE WORLD
-MACMILLAN (1944)
Cho Lay
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in this cover story, which first appeared in the August 2001 print issue
of The Irrowaddy Magazine, English edition editor KyawZwa Moe
writes about how the former military regime’s controf over the lives
of political prisoners often extended as far as their graves.

FROM PRISON GELL TO CEMETERY

Kyaw Zwa Moe (Irrwaddy)

OnJune 12 and July 12 this year (2001), twopeople passed
away from AIDS-related diseases in Burma. Exactly one month
after Bo Ni Aung died on June 12,2001, Si Thu, also known as Ye
Naing, succumbedtothatincurable syndrome. These days, infact,
it seems to be nothing unusual or surprising when we hear about
more victims of HIV/AIDS. Yetthe true story shows thatthesetwo
were not so much victims of AIDS, but of Burma’s ruling junta,
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which calls itself the State Peace and Development Council
(SPDC).

treatment of prisoners. Bo Ni Aung, 42, had been a political |
prisoner whowas set free in the middle of 1999, having spent more .
than eight years in two disreputable prisons, Insein and Thayet. Si
Thu died while being detained under Article 10(a) of the State
Protection Act in Tharawaddy prison. Aged 35, he was a former i
student activist who had been incarcerated for 11 years in Insein «
and Tharawaddy, not far from the Burmese capital. |

Afterthe 1988 pro-democracy uprising, Bo Ni Aung went i/
to the Thai-Burma border to join the All Burma Students’ |
Democratic Front(ABSDF). Aftersome time, hereturned secretly
to the country, but was arrested for his involvement with the
ABSDF in 1991. Military Intelligence (MI), the junta’s secret
police, used various forms of torture on him to get the“information |
they wanted. B

One ofthese was to forcibly injecthim with adrug to make
himtalk unconsciously abouteverythingheknew. WhenImethim |
in the Insein annex jail, known as the Special Prison, he recounted |
that he didn’t know what kind of drug it was, but he said he was
terrified of the possible effects. This caused him to suffer from .|
extremeparanoia. Asaresultofbeing brutally tortured, he suffered |
from one disease or another thronghout his prison term. For him, |
the Ml interrogation center was the threshold of Hell. X

After suffering these hardships at the MI center, he was |
thrown into Insein Prison where he was sentenced to 20 years’
imprisonment, which was later reduced to 10 years in accordance |

political prisoners. From this time, his health started to deteriorate,
rapidly. '

Both of them died as a result of the junta’s inhumane | II "
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Though he was transferred to Thayet Prison, he was soon
sent back to Insein Special Prison to be given medical treatment.
Yet, as with many other prisoners, he never received appropriate
medical treatment. Hewas suffering fromproblemssuchasaweak
heart, hypertension and mental illness, buthe was not permitted to
see the regular physician. In addition, he often had seizures, for
which he was injected with a sedative at least two or three times a
week, which seemed to make him even more scared.

He was frequently sent to the so-called hospital in prison,
wheretherewerejustthreephysicians foralmost 10,000 prisoners.
There was very little medicine, no operating room, and no medical
instruments in this “hospital”. Two hundred or so patients would
g0 to the outpatients’ clinic at the hospital each day, only tofind a

notice reading, “Only 10 needles and 5 syringes available today.”
The number changed from day to day, but only slightly. Even
worse, nobody knew ifthose fewneedles wereused forthe patients
ornot.

Bo Ni Aung was never allowed to go to other hospitals.
Later, when the jail physicians recommended that he be
hospitalized cutside of the prisonbecause ofhis worsening health,
the Ml refused. It was never a physician, but always the MI, that
decided whether or not a political prisoner should be treated in an
outside hospital.

One day, an MI agent came to the jail hospital and told Bo
Ni Aung that if he wanted to be treated at the Rangoon General
Hospital, he would have to agree to sign a statement promising not
to say anything about torture inthe MI center. BoNi Aungrefused.
Afterwards, he told me: “I couldn’t promise not to say anything
aboutMI’sbrutal torture inorder to gettreatment, because they are
trying to cover up the truth.”

Despite his declining health, he survived his iung prison
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term. Afterhe wasreleased, weran into each other atthe KabaAye
Pagodaandhesaidthathewasgoingtothehospitalnearthepagoda
once a week to receive treatment. I was struck dumb with grief,

because in the center of Rangoon, that is the sole psychlatnc

hospital for mental patients.

Bo Ni Aung is not the only political prisoner who has died -

onaccount of the military regime. On one single day—March 18,

1988—-about 200 protesters, including university students and

schoolchildren, were slain by a death squad in Insein prison.

According to the book Death in Custody, published by the '
Irrawaddy Publishing Group in 1999, 48 political detainees have |

diedinprisonsandinterrogation centerssince theregime putdown
anationwide pro-democracy uprising in 1 988.

To my knowledge, at least five other political prisoners’
names belong on this revised list. They are: U TunSein, who was
alsoaprisonerofconscienceinthe CocolIslands unde?the dictator
Ne Win, died while suffering from various diseases at Insein
prison hospital in 1994.

AungNaing, who was given a 7-year sentence in

connection with his role in the 1996 student movement, died of _;

appendicitis at the end of 1997. A physician had given him a date

to undergo surgery, but shortly thereafter he was transferred to )

Kale {Kalay) prison in Sagaing Division, many hundreds of miles

away fromthecapital. The authorities ignored his poorhealth,and |

he took his last breath inside those walls.

NyuntZaw, who as a university student took an active part 1 |
inthe 1988pro-democracymovement,passedawayinTharawaddy: '
prison at the beginning of 2000, at the age of 34.1In 1991, he was -
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otherpolitical prisoners, including U Win Tin, an aging journalist
who was bestowed this year’s UNESCO Guillermo Cano World
Press Freedom Award. According to prison officials, NyuntZaw
died of liver disease.

Prior to his death in the prison hospital, he wrote anote on
a scrap of paper and gave it to a fellow inmate. On it, he wrote: “I
know my condition is not good. If I die now, then I will no longer
be able to take responsibility formy family. Butl am satisfied with
myselfbecause I have done what I can for my country.”

The two others are Bo Ni Aung and Si Thu, mentioned
above, The book Death in Custody mentions three other political
prisoners who have died of AIDS-related diseases: U Hla Than,
National League for Democracy (NLD) MP-elect for Coco
islands; U Kin Sein, from the People’s Progressive Party (PPP};
and Thu Ta, a postgraduate student. So Bo Ni Aung and Si Thu
should be classified together with them.

According to the most recent figures compiled by the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma) the death
toll of political prisoners who have died in detention is 68.

Of course, inreality, there have probably been many other
detainees besides political prisoners who have died of AIDS-
related diseases. I remember vividly seeing long queues of Thai
prisoners waiting to be injected against scabies.

Atthe head of the queue stood a male nurse who had justa
couple of syringes for the dozens of patients. Behind him, his
assistant, a prisoner, was busy refilling a used syringe for the next
patient in line. The reused needles and syringes were never
cleaned. Every prisoner realized that the nurse knew little about
health and medicine, because he was not a real nurse, just an
ordinary warden. Many Thai prisoners were sent to the {srison
hospital, and although some of them returned aficr being
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discharged fromthehospital, severalofthemsuccumbedtoAIDSJ
related dlseases i

videotaped his friends as they came to visithim at his deathbed. '

In a similar manner, the police and MI agents of!
Tharawaddy Township watched over Si Thu’s funeral. As Bo Ni
Aung’s cremation was held under the watch of MI personnel in a'
Rangoon cemetery, Si Thu was buried ina Tharawaddy graveyard
in front of the secret police. Thus does the junta extend its control
over the lives of political prisoners, until nothing remains of thelﬁ' .
but memories in the minds of their loved ones. '
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