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The Lumbini
Pillar of Adoka
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The Asoka Monastery at Ningpo, Chekiang provinee, is one of China's

Picture shows the

It was built in 405,

most famous Buddhist temples,

Sarira-Hall in the Asoka Monastery, in which there is a “sarira-stupa”,

reputed to have been made by Ki

“sarira” of Sakyamuni Buddha.

ng Asoka for the preservation ot a
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The Lumbini Pillar Inscription
of Adoka, recording that it
was in  Lumbini where
Gautama Buddha was born




The' “sarira-stupa” said fo haye
made by King Asoka, in the Sarira
of the Asoka Mcnastery,
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The Peshawar Relics

“ Gautama Buddha died at the age of 80 in
Kusinara, Indri, the apparent victim of
tainted meat unknowingly brought o him
by a smith named Chundra. The smith was
consoled by the fact thar his gift had
started the Buddha on his transition to nir-
vana, and this would be to the advantage
of his karma.

As Gautama did not leave instructions
regarding disposal of his body, the Bud-
dha’s followers elected to crematc it. When
only his bones remained, a violent down-
pour extinguished the flames. The Mallas
of Kusinara took possession of the re-
mains, and refused to share them with
neighboring kings until the threar of war
arose. Only then did they divide the bones
equally among eight monarchs to be en-
shrined in stupas across the country.

When King Ashoka extended his power-
ful reign over India some three centuries

later, he ordered the relic chambers of the
cight stupas opencd, and their contents dis.
tributed among the 80,000 stupas of South
and Southeast Asia. He did so rimarily o
create more places of worship for Buddhise

devotees who were spread throughout the
subcontinent.

King Kanishka, the second great Bud-
dhist king of the Kushan dynasty, had
some of tic Buddha relics brought 10 Pe-
shawar, and built a 168-meter (551-foot)
high stupa for them. The Chinese reaveier
Hiwen Tsang provided a marvelous de-
scription of the stupa in 630 A.D.. but it
was apparcntly destroyed by Moslem con-
querors following the Bartle of Hund in the
11th Century. It remained for the curator
of the Peshawar Museum, conducting cx-
cavarions at the Ganji Gate in 1908, to un-
carth the fabled Kanishka reiic casket. In-
side the casket he found a crystal vessel
containing three bones of the Buddha. As
these relics were of little importance to the
Islamic peoples of northwest India, the
British governmer:: presented them 1o the
Burmese Buddhist Sociery.

The Burmese built 2 temple for the relics
halfway up Mandalay Hill. It is surprising
that, although the verity of the relics is con-
firmed by the inscription on rhe K anishka
casket, these relics are accorded relatively
little estcem in Burma. Others, incuding
the seemingly countless teeth of the Bisd-
dha enshrined in many scupas, zre highly
venerared.
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Plan and elevatian of the Great Stupa at Sasci; the central mound is
surrounded by a stone palisade with four ceremonial gates. This is
one of the most famous examples of the stupa tradition, which was to
generate such diverse forms throughout Asia, eulminating in the

"

Chinese and Japanese pagoda ( below : the Haryigi pagoda, japan).
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This tower-like Liaodi Pagoda in Hebei Province was  The 12-sided Songyue Pagoda in Henan. which was
crected in the 11th century. Standing at 84.2 meters  built in the sixth century. features close-set eaves.
(about 276 feet), it is the tallest pagoda in China.
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Gandhara, from Takht-i-Bihi. 2nd century AD
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Buddhism took ever from Hinduism a complex rocabulary of hand-
&estures ("mudras’ ) 1o symbolize spirisual ideas. The selection
shown bere is taken from a Tibetan source : preaching (open hand
upright) ; generosity (open hand pointing downwards ) ; and
meditation ( hands folded on lap).
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A Buddha image in the
Sukhothai style, BE:§é¢ sgepgescScocde

I5th century crowned bronze Buddha which can be seen in the Bangkok  QQ
National Museum.
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It is not new, O Atula! It has always been done from ancient times. They
blame one who is silent, they blame one who speaks much, and they blame one
who speaks little. There is no one in this world who is not blamed.
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The nuns of the Chiuhua Lotus Association on Mt.
Chiuhua, reciting the name of Amita Buddha.

Pilarims from various places paying a visit to Mount Chiuhua.







