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Children and Pot

While a pot is being made,
Seal it first before it's baked.

Seal on pot'll last for ever,
Even when it fragments later.

It's the same in children, miscella-
neous.
They are your flesh and blood.

Buddha Seal-the Buddhism spirit!
On them put it firmly deep.

Buddhists, they'll still be, likewise
Until it’s the end of life.

Each, every, all children!
Buddha seal, be sure on them.

Mahagandiyon Sayadaw
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Introduction

Dear children!

Buddhavamsa is telling you the life of the Buddha. To classify it, the
story of a man’s life, from the cradle to the grave, is unfolded through his life,
philosophy, thoughts, activities, attitude, and concept. Thus, Buddhavamsa is
telling you about the lord’s discourse, experience, and activities, If you know
the life of the lord who is a virtuous one, vou, children can imitate, follow
his example, and will be patient like him, A virtuous person is always good
to the others whether they are good to him or not. Although you, children,
are in lack of treasures, gold, or silver, you can be called virtuous persons if
you empathize with humanity and animals, sacrifice yourselves, make oth-
ers happy and help people: The virtuous attitude is nothing concerned with
different levels of age. You, children, can cultivate yourselves to be virtuous.
Our lord Buddha mentions four kinds of *Age and Character” in his dhamma
talk.
child-child
man-child
child-man
man-mdan

ot

1. *Child-child’ is categorized as the ones who are young and have
little knowledge.
2. “Man-child’ is categorized as the ones who came of age but have
no knowledge.
3. ‘Child-man’is categorized as the ones who are young but have
mature mind.
4. *Man-man’ is categorized as the ones who are grown-up and
surprisingly knowledgeable.
Children! Thus, to become *child-man’, I wish you all to read a lot of
books on mundane and supramundane world and biographies of those who
deserve to be emulated and to be ‘child-man’.

Dhammekha Ashin
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A summary of Buddhavimsa, the life of the Buddha

|. The name as a layman
2. The title of the Buddha
3. Names of Parents

4, Spouse

5. Offspring

6. Brother-in-law
7. Stepmother
8. Capital

9. Birth Place

10. The year in which the
the Buddha was born

I1. Reign

12. Portents
13. The life when prophesied

14. The Buddha who prophesied
15. Helpmate

16. The period during which all
the perfections were fulfilled

1 7. The aim to fulfill the
perfection
18. The place where dukkaracariya

Siddartha

Gotama

King Suddhodana and
Queen Sri Maha
Miya Devei
Yasodhara (Bhadda
Kanjana)

Rahula

Devadatta

Gotami

Kapilavatthu (Sakka
Division, Majjhima Desa)
Lumbini Park (Uyana)

B.C 624

13 vears (16 years to 29 years of
age)

the aged, the sick, the dead and the
recluse

The life of Hermit,

Sumedha

Dipamkara Buddha

Lady Sumitta

(Future Yasodhara)

Four aeons and one hundred
thousand worlds (from the life of
Sumedha to king Vessantara)
Striving for the good of

all beings
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19.
20,

21
22,
23.

24.

29,

26.
27
28,
29.
30,
31

52,
33.

(austere asceticism) was practiced- Uruvela forest

dukkaracariya
The period in which
dukkaracariya was practiced

forth on the Great Retirement
The age when the future Buddha
attained Buddhaship

Life span in the time of the
Buddha

The ones who served the future
Buddha

The names of paficavaggi

The place where the first Sermon
was preached '
The first disciples

The last disciple

The chief Disciple of the lord
Buddha serving at his right side
The chief Disciple of the lord
Buddha serving at his lifet side
Sasana, the Teachings of the
Buddha

Sikkha, the practice

The way

Austere asceticism

6 years

. The age when the future Buddha went

29 years of age (BC-595)
35 years of age (BC-589)
100 years

Paficavaggi, the five disciples of the
Buddha (when austere asceticism
was being practiced)

Kondanfia, Vappa,

Bhaddiya, Mah@nam

and Assaji

The city of Banares,

Migadavana, the Deer park
paficavaggi

Subhadda Paribbajaka (paribbaj)

Ashin Sariputtara

Ashin Moggalan
Pariyatti, Patipatti,
Pativeda

Sila, Samadhi, parifia
Majjhima patipada
(Maggan Path)
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The Poem Summing up the Bud-
davamsa

s Friday, Kason, Fullmoon Day,
Buddha born in noble way.

e Sixty-eights' in Myanmar era,
King Suddho is real pa.

s Miyi Devi, his mommy,
Kapilavatthu’s great city;

e Royal Lineage, Sikiya,
To which belonged Gotama.

« (iven name as Siddharttha,
He's reigned for sixteen years;

e (Great Retirement's at twenty-nine,
Austere in six-year's time;

e At the age of thirty-five,
Itundred and three does coincides;

e Wednesday. Kason, Full-moon day.
Enlightened on specific day:

e Thou art lord of Cakkavala
Ten-thousand spheres” in number;

= Established had thy fame,
All know thee in all three planes,

¢ For the good of all the beings,
Given Dhamma as cold spring;

s Forty-five viisa had he passed,
Age of eighty good enough;

= He has attained Nibbdna,
Our Buddha! lord Buddha!
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Question 1

The ancient scholar made the life of Buddha known by the acrenym ‘Ma Thi Kya
Hlyin Tway Hsa Oo' [Make out if you have no idea). What does this acronym
mean?
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Answer 1
(Ma) (&) - Thursday
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de'f (=)
(Has) (=)

(Oo) (=)
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Friday
Monday
Wednesday
Saturday
Tuesday
Sunday
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Future Buddha accept being formed in the
mother's womb;

born;

went forth on the Great Retirement.
attained Buddhaship,

preached the first sermon (Dhammacakka)
passed away ultimately/ passed into Nibbéna:
the body of the Buddha was cremated.
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Question 2

How can four immensities be calculated?
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Answers 2

There was one immensity between Dipamkara Buddha and Kondafifia Buddha as
there were no world-cycles to be calculated; there was one immensity between
kondafifia Buddha and Mafigala Buddha as there were no world-cycles to be cal-
culated; there world-cycles to be calculated; there was one immensity between
Sobhita Buddha and Anomadassi Buddha as there were no world-cycles to be
calculated; there wars one immensity between. Narada Buddha and Padumuttara
Buddha as there were no world-cycles to be calculated.

5\ osgoapesh ngémeoqang
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Question 3
For how many lives has the Future Buddha made his wish under the Buddhas
during four immensities and a hundred thousand world-cycles in which all the

perfections are to be fulfilled?
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Answer 3
He has made his wish;
as a monk for
as a hermit for
as a human being for
as a dragon for
as a different life for

quoionofgé gp8odiupdcopdmo

g qexpmofgé gplddiwdoopioo

or o .0ofgt gp8cdduydoopdono

Gl sokooolge opBodswdmpdomo
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(1) 9 lives;
(2) 5 lives;
(3) 5 lives;
(4) 2 lives:
(5) 3 lives;
24 lives
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Question 4

There are twenty-four Buddhas who prophesied our Future Gotama. Calculate
these twenty-four Buddhas.
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Answer 4

1. Dipamkara; 2.Kondafifia; 3. Mafigala: 4. Samana: 5. Revata; 6. Sobhita;
7. Anomadassi; 8. Paduma, 9. Narada: 10. Padumuttara, 11. Sumedha;

12. Sujdta; 13. Piyadassi; 14. Atthadassi; 15. Dhammadassi; 16. Siddhatta;
17. Tissa; 18. Phussa; 19. Vipassi: 20. Sikkhi: 21. Vessabh{;

22. Kakusandha; 23, Kond gamana; 24. Kassapa.

[0\ segoapeo agieoqang
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Question 5

What is the difference between twenty-eight Buddhas and twenty four Bud-
dhas who prophesied?
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Answer 5
Above Dipamkara Buddha, there have been three Buddhas who attained Bud-
dhaship. Those Buddhas are as follows:

(1) Tanhamkara Buddha, (2) Medhamkara Buddha and (3) Sara-
namkara Buddha. Before Dipamkara Buddha who prophesied the hermit smedha
attained Buddhaship, there were 3 former Buddhas. There were 24 Buddhas
from dipamkara Buddha to Kassapa Buddha and one Buddha, Gotama Buddha,
There was a total number of 28 Buddhas. .
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Question 6

A large amount of properties have been accumulated for many generations of
ancestors. What did sumedha think looking at the properties in his hands then
when parents and grandparents who had owned those properties died?
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Answer 6

Looking at the properties and treasures. Sumedha thought, "My grand-parents,
parents and relatives only know how to find properties and treasures through
their generations but they could not carry their belongings along with them
but I'm going to carry mine with me." He conceived that if there is something
'hot', there also is something ‘cold’ and if there is mortality, must there be
immortality.
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Question 7

There is a word 'Paramiphyaebet’, commonly said. How did the future Buddha,
the ascetic Sumedha, meet with sumitta, his constant companion and helpmate,
through thick and thin?
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Answer 7

Before the road had been cleaned, Dipam'kara Buddha came along that way, The
ascetic of fered himself by laying his body down like a bridge on the muddy place in
order not to let Dipamkara Buddha walk on it. Among the lay devotees welcoming
the lord, there was a young lady sumitta bearing eight stalks of lotus flowers.
She gave the ascetic five stalks and kept for herself three stalks for her own
aspiration. Since then, lady sumitta had also been prophesied as the constant
companion and helpmate of the ascetic sumedha until the life of siddharttha.

2\ esgameeah ngéaeoqang
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Question 8
How did the ascetic sumedha vow when he paid homage to Dipamkara Buddha?
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Answer 8
If I wanted to attain Nibbéna, I could do it now. But it was not fair for me
to escape alone though there was a potentiality in myself to save the beings.
He thought so. He vowed that he would strive to become a Buddha like Dipam
akara Buddha.
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Question 9
What are ten perfections? Express them namely.
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Answer 9
1. déna pdrami - giving:
2. sila pdrami - conduct; moralty
nikkhama parami - taking to the forest:
pafifid pdrami - perception;
viriya pdrami - diligence:
khanti pérami - the striving for perfection of forbearance as a virtue;
saccd pdrami - verity;
adhitthdna - resolution;
mettd - loving-kindness;
(.'I upekkhd - detachment
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Question 10
How is dd@na pdrami (act of giving) accomplished?
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Answer 10

Giving or donation of living beings or material requisites that one owns made to
others is the accomplishment of ddna parami. In fulfilling ddna parami, donation
is made not with the aim of enjoying the worldly pleasures of a human being or
god, but with the aim of the attainment of omniscience o help beings liberate
from the endless round of rebirths.

[ Jo "\ osgoagooh agineogeng
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Question 11
How is sila parami (morality or moral conduct) fulfilled?
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Answer 11
Moral observance of bodily and verbal actions is fulfilling sila parami.
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Question 12
How is nikkama parami (renunciation) accomplished?
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Answer 12
Without being attached to the worldly pleasures, living beings, and material
requisites, taking fo the forest as an ascetic is the accomplishment of nikkhama

pdrami.
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Question 13
How is pafifia (wisdom or perpection) parami fulfilled?
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Answer 13

In fulfilling pafifia pdrami, one needs to strive to know by himself or herself
first, increase knowledge through thinking, teach what one has gained to others,
do something good for all. That is fulfilling p pafifia parami.
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Question 14
How is viriya (diligence) pdrami fulfilled?
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Answer 14
Making strenuous efforts inwhatever one does for the good of others even at
the risk of one's life means the fulfillment of viriya pdrami.
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Question 15
How is khanti (for bearandce) parami fulfilled?
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Answer 15

Tf I take it as an insult or revenge it when the silly ones do insulting me whether
they are silly, ignorant or wavering fo decide something that should be done
or not be done, I would be the same to them. By thinking so, if one feels no ir-
ritation, is not in despair, keeps himself or herself cool and forgives them, it
means that one fulfills the khanti pérami.

m ugamq:mﬁ ngtmeogang



e o6
wga0lgbecrdad [Gedomieoionpdsdor mudcdeds

Question 16
How is saccd (verity) parami fulfilled?
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Answer 16

If one does what one has said, says what one has done, and tells the truth, it is
the striving for perfection of truth as a virtue. In any existences before the
attainment of Buddhahood, the Future Buddha never tells lies so as to spoil
the benefits of others. It is how saccd pdrami is fulfilled.
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Question 17
How is adhitthdna (resolution) parami fulfilled?
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Answer 17
Adhitthéna pérami is determination on a good cause that is to fulfill ten
perfections such as ddna, sila. ect. and its pursuit.
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Question 18
How is mettd (loving-kindness) parami fulfilled?
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Answer 18

The ones who have loving-kindness look on the bright side of others, do some-
thing good for them and have willingness to help others prosperous and rich
are striving for the perfection of mettd parami.
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Question 19
How is upekkhd (detachment) parami fulfilled?
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Answer 19
The one who neither hates nor loves others and who have no bias but fairness '
is striving for the perfection of mettd pérami,
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Question 20

In fulfilling the perfections for four immensities and a hundred thousand
world-cycles, in which life did the Future Buddha fulfill all perections?
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Answer 20

In fulfilling 10 perfection, and 30 different kinds for four immensities and one
hundred thousand world-cycles, the Future Buddha fulfilled all perfection in
the life of king Vassantard.
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Question 21

What are the purposes of practicing (cariya) of the Future Buddha in fulfilling
perfections for many existences?
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Answer 21
1. Lokatthacariya -
2. mndtthacariya -

3. Buddhatthacariya
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striving for worldly benefits;

striving for the good of one's family, relatives,
nation, ect.,

striving fowards attainment of Buddhahood so as
to save the beings liberate from the suffering
caused by the round of rebirths.
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Question 22

What are the great acts of renunciations of the future Buddha that can be
scarcely done by common ones?
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Answer 22

1
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Renunciations of one's country and luxuries of kingship to fulfill perfections:
Giving away one's children;

Giving away one's wife;

Sacrifice of limbs and organs;

Sacrificing one's life.
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Question 23
What are the benefits of the emergence of Buddha Ratand, Dhamma Ratand
and simgha Ratand?
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Answer 23
1. Buddha nobly emerged for the good of beings.
2. Dhamma was nobly delivered for the happiness of beings.
3. Samgha nobly emerged for the beings fo increase practising dana
(giving way).
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Question 24

The Buddha came into existence as the lord Buddha for 45 visa, How did he
make his daily habits?
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Answer 24

The habits were fivefold: his before-breakfast habits, his after- breakfast
habits, his habits of the first watch of the night, his habits of the middle
watch of the night; his habits of the last watch of the night. He never failed
to make his habits.
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Question 25

As the Buddha devided his day into five routines, how did he make his be-
fore-breakfast (pure bhatta kicca)?




Bbgrmepigiass meadorbffedies dBbepymendud wgdlonicyiaie
08cber055 Bcbesdoieon JlaBoagmefddnd FRed ofEEecbenyed wéeordeon
epieSGedad comfogmecdeEtiagd $pcdatt cpdefioflgdolagdy

Answer 25

The Blessed one would rise early in the morning before dawn, and, with due
consideration for the different dispositions of the minds of the disciples or
lay devotees, would teach them the Doctrine that suited to their characters.
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Question 26
How did the Blessed one make his after-breakfast (pacchd bhatta kicca) habits?
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Answer 26

When the Blessed one had finished his meal, he returned to the monastery.
Taking up his stand on the landing where he washed his feet, he said five words;
that he exhorted the congregation of the monks almost every day:

Rare oppaortunity of a Buddha appearing within one's lifetime;
Rarity of becoming a human being:

Rarity of having absolute faith in the right doctrine;

Rarity of achieving membership in the monastic order;

Rare opportunity to hear the Doctrine of Buddhas and persons wh
have attained supreme sainttiness.
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Question 27

How did the Blessed one make his habits of the first watch of the night (Purina
yama)?
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Answer 27
The Blessed one answered the queries on Dhamma asked by the monks from
such and such monasteries. Delivering Dhamma to the monks and lay disciple:
was the habit of the first watch of the night.
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Question 28
How did the Blessed one spend the middle watch of the night (majjhima yéma)?
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Answer 28

After delivering Dhamma to the monks and lay disciples, the Blessed one en-
tered the perfumed chamber (ghandha kuti). After a while, the Blessed one
answered the questions raised by the deities throughout the entire system of
ten thousand worlds. It was how he finished his middle watch of the night du-
ties, Mangala Sutta and some others were the discourses based on the queries
raised by the deities during the middle watch of the night.
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Question 29
What were the duties at his last watch of the night (pacchima ydna)?
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Answer 29

The blessed one would spend one part (of his last watch of the night) in pacing
up and down. In the second part, he would lie down. In the third part, he would
gaze over the world in order to discover any indivi dual who, under some former
Buddhas, with alms-giving, or keeping the precepts, or other meriforious deeds,
might have made the earnest wish.
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Question 30

At which age and in how many vdsa (Buddhist lent) did the blessed one expe-
rience the eight glorious victories?
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Answer 23
(1) The victory over Mara at the age of 'rhirhﬁ-ﬁve:
2) The victory over Saccaka paribbéjaka at the age of forty and in five vasa;
3) The victory aver Vaka, the celestial at the age of forty-six and in eleven vasa:
4) The victory over Angulimdla at the age of forty-nine and in fourteen vasa;
T e o 0 o o oy S e
5 victory over ; ing,at the age -six and on :
;7; The victory over Ahlavaka, Demon kingr?ur the age of E;fwy-nneund in sixteen visa;
8) The victory over Elephant Nalagiri at the age of fifty-five and in twenty vasa:
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Question 31
How did the Buddha, at the age of thirty-five, and on the day when he was to
attain the Buddhahood, win the victory over Mara?
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Answer 31

Due to the great power and glory of the Future Buddha, the mighty earth
whirled around like a potter’s wheel and violently thundered. There were harrible
claps in the whole sky and thunderbolts struck many times. Thus Mara Feared
and ran away.
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Question 32

How did the Buddha, at the age of fifty-one and in sixteen vdsa, win the victory
over Alavaka, Demon king, of Alavi?
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Answer 32

The Buddha entered the celestial abode of Alavaka, Demon king, and stayed
there. The Demon king was furious with anger and attacked the Buddha with
nine varieties of weapon. When his attacks were all in vain, the Demon king
became mellowed in temperament and sat at the foolt of the Buddha. He raised
queries and the Buddha answered them.
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Question 33
How did the Buddha, at the age of fifty-five and on the twentieth year (vasa),
win the victory over Naldgiri, Mighty Elephant, in Rajagraha?
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Answer 33

While the Buddha was going on an alms-round into Rajagraha, Nalagri, Mighty
Elephant, was made terribly drunk and asked to pierce and kill with his tusks.
"Come straight to me”, the Buddha called to him. Once the elephant heard the
Buddha's voice, Nalagiri, Husky Elephant, repented, became no longer drunk
and prostrated in reverence.
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Question 34

How did the Buddha, at the age of forty-nine and on the fourteenth year (vdsa),
win the victory over Cinca Mana?
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Answer 34

Cinca Mana, after tying a block of wood under her garment to disguise as being
pregnant, and accused the Buddha for her shan pregnancy. Sakka, the king of
celestial beings, gave an order fo four deities fo disguise themselves as mice fo
gnaw through the strings that held the block of wood. They did it and the wood
fell. The people who came to listen to the Buddha's Doctrine chased her away.
The earth split open and dragged her down to Avici (deepest and worst) Hell.
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Question 35

How did the Buddha, at the age of forty-nine and on the fourteenth year (vdsa),
win the victory over Angulimala?
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Answer 35

The Blessed one exhorted Angulimala, T'm the one who stops because I never
indulge in demeritorious deeds and avoid them in order that I'm af the very
entrance of Nibbéna, You always do demeritarious deeds. You are by no means
assured to suffer in hell when you die. So you do not stop. You are proceeding.
Angulimala understood, admitted he was wrong, and apologized.
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Question 36
How did the Buddha, at the age of forty and on the fifth year (vdsa) in vesali,
win the victory over Saccaka paribbajaka?
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Answer 36
The Blessed one exhorted Saccaka Paribbéjaka that the five aggregates that
consist of rupa (corporeality), vedana (feeling), safifia (cognition or perception),
sankhara (mental factors other than feeling and cognition) and vifinana (consciousness)
as well as all living ones and lifeless things are subject to impermanence, the Natural law.
Saccaka believed them as permanent. After a heated debate, Saccaka
finally accepted the Buddha's Doctrine of Anatta (Non-self) and yielded. The
Blessed One won the victory.
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Question 37
How did the Buddha, at the age of forty-six and on the eleventh year (vdsa),
win the victory over Nandopananda, Dragon king?
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Answer 37

In accordance with the instruction of the Blessed One, Ashin Moggalldna Thera,
disquised himself as the dragon much more greater than the Dragon king and
subdued the violent dragon. Nandopananda, Dragon king, was finally suppressed.
The Dragon king was brought in front of the Buddha and tamed.
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Question 38

How did the Buddha, at the age of forty-six and on the eleventh year (vdsa)
win the victory over Baka Brahma?
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Answer 38

The Buddha and Baka Brahma vied with each other for the superiority of mys-
tic power over another. The Buddha showed his superiority of power by saying
“I'll make myself invisible by supernatural means in your presence. Lo!". Baka
Brahma also made himself invisible in vain. After making himself invisible in
the very presence of the Brahma and exhorted his Doctrine. All Brahmas were
liberated from Samsara (the round of rebirths).
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Question 39
Why are the three jewels revered?
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Answer 39

The three jewels are revered in order to wipe of f the offenses to the Three
jewels if one has done physically, verbally, and mentally or to increase meritorious
deeds if one hasn't done the offenses.
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Question 40

How are the three jewels-the Buddha, The Dhamma, and the Samgha recited
and paid homage to?
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Answer 40
The three jewels are paid homage to and Okésa homage is to be recited as follow:
Okasa ! Okésa ! Okdsa!  Permit me, permit me, permit me,
Venerable Buddha, the Supremely Enlightened One!
; I’:'t;:dar fo ﬁ:fﬁym fnz:;rshdeﬁlejmamusj u.ng mhier unw;tule.somz effﬁdsb?na deeds
commi way of physical, vocal an al acts, I now umble homage
ru"EEddhu, Dhamma and Sam'gha }Tﬁhre.e times, With due respect aﬁ mh humble heart
and mind T bow my head thrice fo the Triple Gem. Due to thisact of venerationand reverence,
may I be always free from Four Woeful States, Three Calamities, Eight States of Inopportunity,
Five Great Enemies, Four Unaccomplishing States and Five Regressions. At last I then
win Path and Fruition Consciousness (Magga and Phala Dhamma) together with Nibbana.
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Question 41
What are the benefits of observing five Moral Precepts in the manners of the
one who wears his nether garment without being loosened?
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Answer 41

The one, who constantly observes Five Moral Precepts in the manner of the
one who wears his nether garment without being loosened, will not suffer in
Four Apdya (Woeful States) namely purgatory (Niraya), the realms of animals
(tiricchéing), the hungry miserable departed beings (called peta), and the object
loathsome beings (called asura). He will not have troubles when he is unable
to escape from the samara. Most of his existences will be in the celestial abodes.
He will have benefits in the round of rebirths. He will live long, healthily and
in happiness.
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Question 42
What are the Nine Attributes of the Buddha? Mention them namely.
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Answer 42
The Nine Attributes of the Buddha are as follnws:
Araham (innocent of deﬁlmﬁ passions);
Sammdsumbuddha (fully enlightened);
Vijjacaranasampanna (doing exactly what one’s said);
Su to (speaking only invaluable words);
vidu kﬁDWInﬁ the world)
Anuﬂarupunsad ammnsum?h: (knowing the methods of how to speak and
how to make someone see the truth);
Satthadevamanussanain (being the Great Teacher of all Devas, men and brahmas);
Buddha (Seeing truth as it is)
Bhagavd (Perfect in all respects)
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Question 43
What are the six attributes of Dhamma? Mention them namely.
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Answer 43
(1) Svidkkhdto (having all noble attributes);
(2) Sandithaiko (Self-realizing fruitions in practice in this very life).
(3) Akéliko (having the instant noble fruitions if practiced at this moment),
(4) Ehipassiko (welcoming everybody to come and see if one has no trust);
(5) Opaneyyiko (experiencing by oneself);
(6) Paccattam Veditabbo Vififiuhi (described by those who practice as great)
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Question 44
Enumerate the Nine Attributes of the Samgha?
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Answer 44
1) Suppatipanno {Pmc‘nsmg well the Noble path leading to Nibbdna):
2 UN!‘uFPa ipanno pm-::ncmg righteously)
¥annn (realizing the process of nature as it is);
4 5ﬁm:clppa unm (warthy of respect for practice);
Ahune.v_.r'«_.ra (wur y of receiving of ferings brought from afar});
Pahuneyyo (wurt;};y of receiving offeri “:%s meant for %ue.s*rs]

existencesin mind}

8) Anjalikaraniyo (worthy of rm:ewmﬁ raveren'rmr hom ui; 3
9§ Anisttaram’ pufifiakkhettam’ (being the best incomparable fertile field for planting

the seeds of merit).
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Question 45
Why do we call 'phaya) (bk&m:)?
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Answer 45

The word 'phaya’ (bk&m;) is the Pali derivative of ‘vara) (0&). Through the Pali
grammar, ‘va' (0 ) can be changed into 'ba’ (b) and, thus 'vara' (04) becomes
'Bara’ (A&;) . Due to the periedical change of pronunciations, (vara) (A&:) be-
comes 'Barah’ (A&m:) . ‘Barah (A&m;) later becomes pha-yah. 'Pha-yah changes
to 'Pushar’ from wich the final and 'Phaya’ (bkdm:) came into being. Phaya thus
means 'Noble Man'. ‘Phaya’ is not a name but a title.
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Question 46
Why do we call 'Buddha'?
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Answer 46

'Buddha’ is a Pali word that means ‘the knowledgeable one’ or ‘the knowing one’.
What he knows is saeca (truth). Saeca is truth. Truth is the Natural Law. The
Law of Nature is going on with the help of its energy and it is one process of
the processes.
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Question 47
Why do we call 'Dhamma’?
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Answer 47

Rice makes a hungry one to escape from hunger. Water makes a thirsty one fo
escape from thirst. Similarly, Dhamma makes the one who practices Dhamma
to escape from the sufferings of the samsaric troubles. The doctrines-magga,
phala, Nibbana, and pariyatti that make the one liberate from the troubles
caused by Samsara (round of rebirths) and vatta (inexorable circling) are
known as 'Dhamma’.
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Question 48
Why do we call ‘Samgha?
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Answer 48

In accordance with the Teachings of the Buddha, they practice with same way
and same concept. By these means those Ariyé who attained magga néna and
phala néna, and the puthujana (worlding) monks who are entitled to be involved
in the tradition of Ariyd.
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Question 49
Why do me call ‘Buddhism'?
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Arnswer 49
The Discourses the Buddha delivered during forty-five years (vdsa) for the
good of human beings, Devas, and Brahmas are known as Buddhism.
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Question 50
Why do we call ‘Buddhist'?




melg 90
nepigé eunfopieodembearn mepgpbicndisnods: odgr myéfoiorl
Reprorepiaarigehol fFeSe dhopcSeanayepia} gg omanobep esldloogh

Answer 50
Tho: e who have faith in Dhamma, revere them, and practice in accordance with
the Teachings of the Buddha are known as Buddhists.
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Question 51
Why do we call 'Updsakd’ and 'Updsikd'ma?
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Answer 51
Male devotee of the Pure Three Gems are known as 'Updsakd', and Female
devotee 'Updsikdma’.
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Question 52

What are the daily duties of a Buddhist that need to be compulserily done in
order to become a good Buddhist?
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Answer 52

1) paying homage to the Buddha and observing moral precepts:

(2) diffusing loving-kindness (metta).

(3)  sharing merits and calling 'Sadu’ (well-done);

(4) offering candle lights, cold water, alms-food, and fragrant flowers to
Buddha images and pagodas representing the Buddha;

(5) mentally and physically co-operate and carry out activities for religious purposes;

(6) doing insight-meditation in order to become real Buddhists.
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Question 53
How do you understand 'Sila kyo', 'Sila Pauk’, 'Sila Pyauk’ and ‘Sila Kyar?
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Answer 53

If you can no longer keep the moral precepts, e.g-eight moral precepts, it means
you have broken your precepts (Sila Kyo). If you cannot keep one precept in
the middle, it means you have pierce your precepts (Sila Pauk). If you have an
intermittent observance of your precepts, it means you keep sporadic practice
(Sila Pyauk). If you stop observing for two or three precepts consecutively, it
means your observance is striped like the striped colours of cows (Sila striped).
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Question 54

Is it offensive to recite parittas together with the Samgha where there is
alms-giving ceremony or alms-food offering in order to wipe off evils?
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Answer 54

It is the best way to contemplating the Attributes of Paritta (the Attribute of
Dhamma) while the monks are reciting Parittas, Reciting with the monks is not
of fensive but you had better keep yourself on the side of lay devotes listening
to Dhamma. When we recite Parittas in the mornings or in the evenings,
we are preachers and human beings and Devas are the listeners. So while
Buddhist monks are exhorting discourses on Parittas, we should concentrate on
those discourses.
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Question 55
We say, 'Dhammain Pujemi’. How do we pay homage to Dhamma?
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Answer 55

Dhamma is something intangible. The knowledge of its being is the power of
Dhamma. Dhamma cannet be personally seen like the Buddha and the Samgha.
Thus, the repeated contemplation of the Buddha's Dhamma, revering the glories
of Dhamma and setting our minds in accordance with the teachings of the
Buddha are the ways to pay humble homage to the Dhamma.
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Question 56
How will you suffer if you of fend your benefactors?
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Answer 56

Your body may be impaired. Your bodily organs may be ruined. You are likely to
fall apart from relations or siblings by dying or while living. You are likely to
suffer incurable diseases. Your business may be financially ruined. Your house,
workplaces or towns may be destroyed by fire. You may be a lunatic. You may
be punished by the state. You may be accused. You may be devoid of attaining
path, fruition and Nibbdna. Instead you may be suffer in hell.

Those mentioned above aré the ten offenses you may have to suffer.
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Question 57

There are sign-boards that mentions: Women are not allowed to step on. Is
it of fensive or demeritorious if women step on the sacred areas such as the
terrace of the pagodas or Buddha images in order to offer alms-food, candle
lights, flowers and golden robes?
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Answer 57

TfIt is not offensive for women to step on the sacred places (such as the
upper terraces of the Shwedagon Pagoda, the upper throne of the Maha Muni
and the foot of the Kyaikhtiyoe Pagoda). It was in numerable time when the
lady Visdkha was, going up and down the perfumed chamber (Gandhakuti). If it
was of fensive the Buddha, living by then, would prevent her from doing that.
Meritorious deed brings forth good results while demeritorious deed brings
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Question 58
People say virtuous ones, virtuous ones. What are the appearances and essential
characteristics of the virtuous?
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Answer 58
The virtuous are grateful.
The virtuous pay back to their benefactors.
The virtuous have good friends.
The virtuous approach and take after the good friends.
The virtuous give help warmly to those who are in troubles.
These are the five characteristics of the virtuous the Buddha taught.
Try to endow yourselves with these five characteristics of the virtuous.

m WEHWWF} ‘!I??rl'l.!l:ﬂl:i:nq



b ¢ 1=35 H :}E
“ogomomemmnt: mdeanadgogs” mqémq}& (o0)dfzora: omrecpady

Question 59
What are the ten characteristics of a good Buddhist?
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Answer 59

1) Keeping oneself with Buddhist monks through thick and thin;

2) Paying respect to the Dhamma;

3) doing alms-offerings according to one's economic situation;

4) helping the Buddha sasana (Teachings of the Buddha) preserve and proliferate)
5) having righteous faith;

6) disbelieving omens;

7) not wnrshmpm? those outside the Sasana;
8) keeping onesel

9) don't be stingy
10) paying homuga to the three Gems.
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Question 60
What are the benefits of contemplating the Attributes of the Buddha?
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Answer 60
The one who contemplates the Attributes of the Buddha
1) has his wish fulﬁﬁ
-thousand times:

is to be the Sakka, the king of celestial m‘_qs for eigh
i, Monarch of the four islands of the universe for a thousand tin

4)is fo be the
is to be the king Far several times; .

6) will not suffer in the four apaya: | . Ta oT
7) the wealth of whom will not ruin: f2 G- L0

8) will attain jhdna-abhinna;
9) will attain Nibbdna with jhdnasamd patti i like: Ashm Magguluna

2) is to be in the ce.leshnl abodes for thi
3 times;
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Question 61

(Inother words) what benefits one can have if he contemplates the Attributes
of the Buddha?
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Answer 61
The one, contemplating the Attributes of the Buddha,
Has his wish fulfilled, and is to be in celestial abodes
For thirty-thousand times:
The sakka for eighty times;
The Cakavatti for a thousand times;
The king for several times;
Mot to suffer in hell and not to lose wealth,
Attaining JThna-Ahbinna,
And finally attained Nibbdna
With Théna samdpatti
These are the benefits of the One
Who contemplates the Attributes of the Buddha.

Buddhist missionary for Future
May every Flower blossoml
Dhammekha Ashin
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