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Pansodan Town Gangaw
Disorderly Realism Bago Yoma.

Under this little Gangaw tree

By chance or by deliharata design

The poet has nails clipped.

Number One, he wants to look good
MumberTwo, they do a better job.

Thus, he has his nails clippad (hera)

This is the proof he wants to make it relevant.

The poet

In a main straet of the city

In the shade of a litle Gangaw tree

Having his nails clipped.

Take that as a modern, post- modern chaos performance.

Sitting on the platform

On the laft in the opposite is 3 photo shop,
On the right is the real hyper- realism image
A genuine reflection { the spitting image).
On the left are the huge potraits of

The Actress | admira.
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Looking with narrow left-eye. mesmerising me.
Oh, lat it be.

| don't have my nails clipped | see her piclure,

But | see her picture while having my nails clipped.
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On the right is a fTamily
Under a portico( of a building)
Whom | kind of become attached.

After seeing them day after day,

This job of having one's nails clipped
No nead to have your bosom hit hard.
But

The sight hils my bosom hard.

It is not the beauty

And nothing beautiful in it.

| look on , gaze at, feelit , think it.

This family grew up under the

partico of a company offica

Being enraptured by the vapour of alcohal.
The old night guard

MNow children.then grandchildren and

the great-grandchildran,

He himself has been eaten away.

There i= this one youngest 500

Who can stay steady if

he has some alcohol intake for 24 hours,

He waon't help with his mother's betel guid sale

Mo help for his sister's ice water sale,

He joins in the chatter with the human nail-clipper.
But he does not join in the trade.
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Once, the old night guard

Beat this san, kicked him about and

Sent him away.

They all were born here on the platiorm
Grew up here, eal here, sleep here

When he was sent away from the platform,
Where is he going to go?

| am really keen to watch thal realism show.

So, | go there to have my nails clipped ance a week.
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One day, yes, that is today

| got there quite early in this marning

| sat at the seat of Ko Kalar

Who has to watch out for the surroundings.
During the office hours

For my nail clipping service.

While having my nails clipped

| could watch that realism movie.

That wife of the drunk old night guard

And the mother of thal drunk young man
Had a stroke over half of her body

An eye squinted, a cheek (distorted)

Frying rice to sell.

Every morning,

She fries rice on this platform

For her hushand, children,

and grand and great- grand children.

* Hi, Aye Ma, buy fried rice from me,

Only 150 kyats. Fried with boiled beans,
rice and crispy.

Yau will also get fish paste curry.

Well worth the price. . Buy from me”

She was rying to sell her stuff to T
a nail-clipper clipping woman. i
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After a while,

" Hey Kalar, please buy this plate of rice,

That litle scoundrel has been in hospital for five days,
| am selling our guotas, for him and for mysell.
Since the dayv he was hospitalised,

Saving maney.

Meed to buy medicine for him today.

Mow only one plate lefl

Please faks this one, Kalar.

Don't pay for yesterday's meals yet,

Bul just pay 150 kyats for today's.

Then | will have 300 kyats.

| want to go lo hospital.”

She did not eat the fried rice for her son

Mor the fried rice for hersel.

To buy medicine for her son.

| glanced up al the skies

Crows, spamows, zayets, pigeons and swallows,
MNesting an the telavision antannas.

Usually that was a gratifying

Tasteful urban sight,

Now shards fall into my eyes.
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That night,

As | sat down at a teashop with short stools,
Where | could stay until late into the night

And prepare to read the poem | have written. .
" Salling the quota of fried rice that mother and
son would eat

To buy medicine for that

Rouge son _. "

| ...

Must go back to the village.

On my return journey to the village by train,

My post- modern author friend
Came along to sea the realism shows.
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From the village path

With Gangaw trees lined on each side,

We went up to the edge of Phyu Creek and up to the Bago
Yoma.

The green foliage of trees under the moming sun

The path made after the side of the mountains dug down
Pleasanl smell of the earth

Only this time, there is path

For anyone o travel along

We went up to a scatter of small huts

Call Big Stane Bowl,

A half-way resting place for

Hunters, fisharman, Tree cutters, charcoal makers
Bamboo-shoot pickers |, road builders

Mear the top of Phyu Creek.

For all small bamboo huts,

Same number of small deity alters on the ridge of the
mountains.

And, an old woman's shop

Selling Army Rum, roasted peas, fried peas, pickled tea and
fried fish.

Hello Mr Author,

Let's start the realism show.






When asked, Dear Aunty, why is this place called
Big Stone Bowl?

" The waterfall coming down from

that top of the mountain,

Makes huge holes in those big boulder
Thosa holes in the stones become desp and
look like a bowl.

So, it is called Big Stone Bowl,

Whoever comes 1o this place.

Rafters would dismantie their rafts,

Loggers would drag up their logs

And make their way on the bank

No one has ever come up again after a fall,
Dead.

No recovery of the body,

If only there is so much luck,

Will the body be racovered after weeks
Deity twigs, malaria rules

Chilled to the bones for 12 months.”

So why did you come to this very rough place,
To cpen a shop?

" | am fraom Zeyawaddy

Life is very harder in town.

My son knows only fishing

There he is. fishing in that Big Stane Bawl
Came 1o the surface with his catch.”
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You said, it is dangarous here, malaria- stricken place?
" Aw, his wife iz now pregnant.

| cannot leave my son alone,

For malarla,

If one swallows about five chicken livers

He won't be down,

But chicken liver is hard to come by these days.
We get only about five.

Don't know if the chicken are not selling well

Or mare people seeking after the liver,

| swallow two, and the son three.

We still get fever, but not life-threatening.
But | feel pricking pain in my left bosom.
The chicken liver 7

it is bitter like a thousand quinine pill.

But we cannot afford the medicine.

So rely on the freely available chicken liver.
My age? Think we'll over 60.

Yes, we will sleep here tonight.

Fish will come out more at night.

And, more people spend overnight here.
So, we cannot go back.

| must give my son the chicken liver

And chant Sambuddhe for him.

| chant the prayer every time

He goes down into the Big Stone Bowl.
Think it counts to over 10,000 times a day.

| looked up at the skies from the top of the mountain
Clean, clear and blissfully bright.

The sky calls back o us

Hey. ...

We came back with that shout
My vehicle, as if it camies the heavy loads of life
Weighed under

J¢
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As we stood at the foot of the mountain

To bid farewsll

The realism Bago Yoma with

Green folds and multi-colour clouds at dusk
I could not force myself to look back.

The echoes have been ricocheting

Loud and thick on the mountain
" | must swallow the raw chicken liver
And chant prayer 10,000 time for my son”
The poem
Travel back and forth betwesn
Village and town, and town and village
Crumpled, and forlorn®
" Mothers love their sons
Letting their left bosom rot.”
Then .. ..
o ....Mother!

Saw Wai
Translation by Min Hiat BBC (UK)
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