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Profile of Writer Sagaing Sein Sein

Born of U Myaing (Railway Station Master) and Daw Ny

on 21- January, 1941 in Pazundaung Township, Yangon.
The birthplace of her parents was Nandawyar in Sagain|
Pursued education up to 9* standard at State High School No
from 1947 to 1957. Took-up writing short stories, articles froj
1960 onwards since 2004, she has made donation to the fund
Myanmar Writers and Journalists Association in December a1
January. '
She is now with her family in the USA and has be
using her pen under the same pen-name.

‘"Sagaing Sein Sein and her husband"
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Collected works ffagra’_nt with Lové '

I have known writer Saging Sein,Sein since four y
ago. Assheis contributing short stories and articles to the Naj
Ngant Gon Yi Magazine, I am on very friendly terms with
Although she has settled in a foreign country; she comes back
her native in the cold season every year. And she generou
makes donation to the MWIJA. . ;

The annual expenses on round mp, ‘me Al
accommodation and donation may not be a small amou
However, she takes happiness and euphoria out of her donatf
which enables her to make arrangements on makmg donat
one year after another. i

In capacity as a reader, I vividly see kind-hearted lov
her works. Besides, her works prove that she is a staun
Buddhist who has faith in Buddhism. Incether words, the collect
works of Sagaing Sein Sein are ﬁ'agra.nt with love. '

Whatever it may be, her short stories and articles 3
make the readers apprecmte the nationalist fervour of love
the people, iation'and the religion. They make flowers of culty
fragrant. They also make us feel benevolence, great affecti
and compassion. With such a strong hopeful belief, 1 ha
published this book on.“Though Land and;Seas Apart,
Heart is Myanmar”.

Myinn Mu Maung Nainy M
Naing Ngant Gon Yi Publishing Houl
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A Longing Trip Ta
The Native Land

I returned once to my native land in early 2004.

AsIam going to see my motherland which I have not seen
2or over thirty years, 1 was very much excited.

While the plane was hovering over the motherland T saw
2¢ "Great Shwedagon Pagoda with Four Relies Enshrined”
-ke a gold mountain rising up from the plains. "This i$ our
~otherland's real glory, the essence of Buddhism. "I thought
:nd was not satiated in paying obesience.

Though there were still mmnateﬁ‘leﬂdsfmmgﬂlatwenngﬁ
~¢ a burden to them our couple hired a\room at the Yuzana
Hotel.

I 30
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When we departed from Myanmar there were not I
such high standard hotels. You can count them with yo g
gers folded. Now there are many every where you poin

Qur room at the hotel could clearly see the Shwe Di
Pagoda. We heartily breathed the fresh air and were -_
very pleasant. When the luggage was placed calling the
phoneto friends in Yangon and gave them our phone andi :
numbers. I was thinking of mecting my friends and was so hd

Early the next morning a friend of mine sent me white
mine flowers and sweet-smelling star flowers which I liked!
much. ]

I put some flowers in a plate and offer it to the Holy _.
Dagon Papoda seen through the glass window. I spread § "
on our pillows and I wear some. The whole room was f§

with sweet smells and my mind became clear and fresh.

These small flowers which bloom naturally on Myanl

soil, I think could never be competed, by smelling scent
any country or state. While smelling the sweet jasmine flo ‘
I happened to remember our upper country's flowers, Thard
Ponehuyet and concerning the flowers I specially rememb "
Myanmar friends from Florida where we lived. They were @8
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crging for their motherland. They, like us came to anotherland
1look for jobs, educate their children and when they had
--e some money, wanted to return to the motherland and
r:he denations. e

When we arrived we had to struggle a lot As it wasan-
“qer country, the race is different, the culture is different and
-2 out look is also different. i

But only with a steady income can one survive so we tried
»work hard any job that we can get.

The difference in daily food is noticed more by me who isa
-suse wife. We both liked Tsu Poke (vegetable with a strong
Jour) very much. I learnt making a hot Tsu Poke curry. from
~1v grandmother and I often cooked it.

In our garden at Flroida was planted a Tsu Poke plant.
nher nationalities used to ask whysuch a strong smelling plant
.as liked.

Concerning smell thc story related by my fmnd Daw Saw
{ya Nwe showed the nature of difference in likes and food.
Once with the complaint of upper and lower storeys police
.arsarrvied. And due to the obmplaint the middle storey door
.as asked to be opened. As the door opened a strong smell
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which they had never smelt was felt. The policemen hel d
noses. | T
The person living in the middle floor asked the polic
they came and that they were not breaking the law in a .‘___
The police explained they had come because the up
Jower floor people had complained of the bad smell whi
are now getting. Then the house lady showed thema
of pealed segments of durian fruit and one fruit about to
apen by itself as it became ripe. '
Then the policemen remarked "God had created
strong smelling fruit!"
We had to try in every way to survive in this kind of
where living and character differ.
At the time of our arrival my husband Ko Khin
Thein had to do two works. His day job is from mornih_"
evening 5. The night job is from 8 p.mto mid-night. Hell
really tired. ' ' I
Though I too want to work, the children were very :
and as I not very fluent in'their speaking I was not it to W
After about three years I became well versed m |

laugnage. The eldest son was also about to join the coll " :
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!
<ame important for me to get a job. After applying thrée
es I got ajob at 1.B.M where I wanted among the vari
- onalities working I tried my best so that a Myanmar would
tbe looked down. '
As]anintersted in writing I wrole 17 suggestion lettefs
i was awarded 4 times. The award ranges from 50 dollai;s
100,000 dollars. j
And out of 300 employees I was awarded the "Outstand-
c Prize" for faultless work the year round. In this way I can
udly show that Myanmars are well qualified people. '
Now my husband and I were granted pension. The chil-
were also free of close supervision. So I must carry out
« work of making donations to the motherland which is orie
' my main objectives. We discussed and dcclded to donate
i send as much as we could from our savmgs First] wnil
fe to the cause of "Literature" which I adored. Then I will
< prizes to the students who got firstand pass distinctively ih
- D) classes.
As a fulfillment of these decisions I had donated kyats twt
dreds thousand to "Myanmar writers and journalists Asso-
:rion". I lad also donated twenty thousand kyats to Dagnh
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township writers and journalists Association and as pal
gratitude paid obeisance personalty to my masters of _
ary sphere. .

I was wishing again and again that [ may be ablef ":
to my motherland and make donations in the years toa

kK % ok &



Though Land and
Seas Apart , The
Heart is Myanmar

[ had for the livelihood of my family stayed abroad ata
t land. But as a rural woman of Sagaing, Myanmar up-
-'and I always tried to increase families who respect arid
ntain the own country’s national traditions, culture, race arid
iion. I myself observe the customs of the race religionand
i~re and showed example to the family. In this way to be
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food. Uncle and Aunty were reverently invited to
Ko Sein Myint Aung and wife Maw Maw soe invi i
phone. I admitted that I will surely come. ! 3
On the day of the offering food was offeré

monks at the restaurant. Then Ko Sein Myint Aun;
Maw Maw Soe brought the monks to their house at 34
Ko Sein Myint Aung and Ma Maw Maw.

bought the house only two days before. But seating '_
the sayadaws were arranged and on the table in fr¢
Sayadaws were ready with Parita waters, the ﬂower\
ready, beakers for pouring libation water is also ready
for doaation were found to be made ready. _

We Buddhists before building pagodas, monast

houses invite monks and reciting Kamawa and Paritas,)
the ground, offer food and all kinds of donations we _

food was offered and than merits were shared with al}

from the highest abode above to the lowest hell and|

libation waters. Getting into an already built house: h

procedure was done. 1

This was reverently done while living tempo :
America. Where these was a scarcity of monks the ha
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2ure was observed without fail when there are (Argandu) or“'~

And now while there are (Argandu) or visiting monks-
“lorida State from States afar Ko Sein Myint Aung and Ma:*
-w Maw Soe had arranged this house purification and reci-
on of Paritas ceremony. '

At the ceremony acceptance of the five precepts from
~adaw U Aythe Ka was done. Sayadaw bestowed the pre- -
- giving sermon. Then various, Paritas were recited by the'
= monks and was observed. _

I hadn’t fora long time observed the recitation of Paritas
: was very much rejoiced. While observing I seemed to vi-
n mother country of Myanmar and was remembering.

I seemed to hear collective recitations of Parita done
rdination, pouring of libation water of monastery and new
se dedication ceremonies. Especially at Myanmar new year,
ngyan time onthe new yedr day when recitations of Patitas
< done by the whole village was reminiscent to me.

After the Paritas were recited the owners of the house
olicated the monks to recite the Kamawa. Forit is a cus-
- for the monks usually do not recite the Kamawa without
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the supplication and consent of the house-owners. .
Sayadaws U Ayetheka said “By the way Iwﬂl t_ !

the good benefit of Parita and Kamawa asa general «..'

edge.” - A
" The house-owner Ko Sein Myint Aung said “Pi§
do, Sayadaw” ’

The Sayadaw said “I had met with this mcld ent
house purification ceremony in Los Angles where we il
After Paritas and Kamawa was recited one person came
spoke to us. This person is a friend of the house-owners.. ]
also intimate with us. He said he is able to see the ghosts:
devils.”

“Yes Sayadaw. What did he say?” I asked as1
to know very much. : |

Sayadaw continued “He said he saw ghosts mthc 2 .
room of that house. When the sayadaws started to recite ;._-_'
some went out and some reluctantly remained and did ng |
out, Only when the sayadaws recite the Kamawa all weng
He told us so.” . ]
“It’s interesting ancl also a wonder. The Paritas 2
liable” I joyously supplicated to the Sayadaw. |



b

1

] Tmughtmdammmmﬂeartlsw1m?

“Yes, Parita means a barrier, a protection. Paritas could
ly protect and prevent harms, dangers and interferences.
=1 the saysdaw has spoken the monks read the Kamawa.
Then the house-owners poured libation waters and

'ts were shared. The sayadaws had come to the Kahtain
ony at Dhammalawka monastry at the town of Mirama, -
-iles from the house of Ko Sein Myint Aung. Ko Sein -
‘nt Aung was lucky to have the chance to invite the four
ks respectfully.
Out of the four sayadaws, sayadaw Dr. Pyinnya Zawta
the presiding monk of Dhammalawka monastry, Miramas.
: he was the host sayadaw. _

Among the three Argandu sayadaws, U Aytheka was
Bhrama Vihara monastry of Los Angles. Sayadaw Dr.
~a Dhamama was from Texas, Town of Austin, Thitagu
nastry. Sayadaw U Thondara was from Indiana state, Fort
~ne township, Dhammarekita monastry. To pay homage to
“our Sayadaws and observe the Paritas was t:fuly auspi-

The house-owner Ko Sein Myint Aung took the four
zdaws to Dhamalawka monastry ar Mirama. It was won--
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derful to reach Dhamalawka monastry. The presiding
Dr. Pyinnya Zawta was a pupil of Sagaing Thitagu Sa; :'_
Though they were residing in America, the states were;
rate and so to pay obeisance collectively is noteasy. ! :-

Ko Sein Myint Aung and Ma Maw Maiw soe’s_-'_
purification ceremony was fully accomplished falso calli
felt elated at the house-owner’s donation.

“To be blessed with peace of mind, healthiness;
body, to be beautiful, donations great or small must be '
made” I was hearing what my parents used to say and reng
bering them I paid obeisance. 3 :

Though the house-owner man and wife were ..
piety to the Triple Gems (Buddha, the teaching and the mof

piciousness. 1
They were proudly showing the Myanmar a
Myanmar mentality while they were staying abroad.
May the Myanmar nationalities bear aloft the prid
Myanmar. May the Buddha’s teaching spread in foreign of
tries. - Y

mn oo



A Trip To The Moth-
erland

The Little car was speeding on the bridge. Sein looked
» the right out of the window of'the car. She saw the expanse
-~ the Bago river flowing with ripples.
Fisherman’s small boats were seen here and there. Sea-

Glancing to the left of the car I saw the railway track
‘th curved arches. To the other side of the rail track is the one
ay car road returning to Yangon, These are many carsin line

oving.
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“Darling...take a look, it’s so pleasant.
happy!” .
“ am also glad. It is worth coming this way
are glad”

“Hm....your words seem strange” :

“It’s not strange. I am simply saying out of 2
mind. I really want to rest this day and not go an \
tired from travel. But as you have to go to Thanlyin ’
ately where your friend is I had to convey you. '
am saying” .

“Sein has attachments to Thanlyin, darling” 3

“Didn’t I know. I am also the same. Hadn’t
lished our first years of marriage at this Thanlyin

“Oh!... You can talk so well” i

Maung accepted the scornful glance of Seit

smile. It’s true, The start of life of Sein’s couple was B
Thanlyin land. It was long ago:over thirty yearsago. . i
0000

“Oh! darling can we catch the boat?” |
Sein shouted as she hurriedly got down from th
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cart.

“Your will slip, Sein. Make it slowly!”

Maungpul]edthearmofSemwhowasgomgfuon
the jetty bridge.

“Come quick Maung. We’l1 be late to the office if we
have to take the next boat”

Sein and Maung had to come from Thanlyin and had
to attend office at Yangon the other side of the river and had to
rely on Thida ferry boats. The white double decked boats fer-
ried Thanlyin to Yangon and Yangon to Thanlyin.

- Sein together with other passengers rushing and shov-
ing goton the boat.

“Darling , we will go upstairs”

“As youwish”

Maung who was always compliant to Sein’s intentions
followed her holding her basket. On reaching upstairs Sein didn’t
take a seat but stood leaning the rails.

She fed the sea-gulls with bread crumbs. Some sea-
gulls are so tame that they came to an arm’s length and ask for
food, and they are so lovely.
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The time spent nearly an hour wasn’t so long inf
the sea-gulls, speaking with Maung and humming a :
When reaching the Yangon side and parting to _
tive offices, making appointments to meet at Nyaung i‘
was like lovers. Sometimes when Maung didn’t tumup o
Sein vias late there was blaming of cach other and sulkingl
was a heart moving event. 3
When fog fell heavily and the boat had to wait§
clearance and it was late the arrival 4t the office was 3 t
and it was many times that the red ink line was draw X
office attendance register. In those hours the sea-gulls
seen and had to sit many times idly and forlonﬂy
On the boat we met all kinds of people and oure
had the chance to observe them. Vegetable fuits from The
and basic foods like rice and oil from Khayan, Thong d
Kyauktan were trénsported to Yangon by these ferry bd
The gratitude of these ferryboats are not sma
much do I long for these ferry boats.

doooo

“Well....Sein we have reached Thanlyin land whid
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-0 much wanted to come.”

Sein’s car slide down the Thanlyin brldge in dcsm
scin was again delighted when she saw the bill-board *Thanlym
:ity greets you” written in large and flowery letters.

“Darling, the trip is now not hampered or wearisome
15 before. We can cross from one side to the otherinashon
‘me. This big Thanlyin bridge is so very convenie;

Maung was seconding Sein’s words with repeated -
~ods. ;

“We will first go and call Kyu Kyu. Then we will go
.nd worship Padagyi. And I will buy vegetables from the re-
ilers inside the Padagyi pagoda compound. I will gchthém
-s present to friends at Yangon.” : ot

“What you have thought of is too much, Daw Sein -
~m!”

“Haven’t we come.from a place thousands of miles
_way to do many things that [ wanted to darling? Ah.. .wait.
“he saydaws worshipped by mother while we were staying at
e-U township were residing in Dhamma Youngyi road where
-vuKyu lived. It's mentioned in the Thantyin Mawgun book
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Kyu Kyu sent me. We will go and pay obeseience, shall v
darling.”
“Well please stop Sein. You’ll be tried of talking.” ’ §
Maung laughingly told her to stop talking.
The car turned into a red granite road. On both md
of the road were green and verdantly growing rain trees an
cashew-nut plants. It was ﬁleasant to see these 'll._lsh and greéd
trees. At town cities (especially in western countries where W
live) the seldom seen cool water stands were seen here an
there and I repeatedly called “Sadu”. __
“Darling, look. It’s a real natural painting. The gol' -
bamboo groove is so beautiful. And that giant bamboo groo
is so lush and green and just looking at it makes me strengt
ened.” _ f
Manng looking at Sein’shappinesssmiled. ||
“Here. .. This is the garden number, yes, yes, sound{s
car horn, Maung” | __
As soon as we entered the garden the scent of orch

“It’s smelling so sweet. What flowers can it be?"”: Q

5
3
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BecauseofﬂmfactthatMmmghadhved oad 1
“)rty years and because he is a man, though he gott the ﬂawa
<cent he could not differentiate what kind of flower.. .

“That is orchid flower, Maung. No perfume manufac-

- ired from any country can compete it’s fragrance. It’s sure. :
“his is orchid of Myanmar. The poles of orchids are smelling
<» sweet. The way they are blooming is also beautiful.”

~ The poles of orchids about a man’s heights was dan-
ing with orchid blossoms. In front of these my friend of youth
«vuKyu Thin was welcoming us.

Hearing the car stop, KyuKyu’s husband and sonand.
-0 grandchildren came out to greet. Kyu Kyu had also gota
~caceful and secure family life. Sein was glad, Itis also bwuu-

- 1. sweet and fresh like the blooming orchids. The mind of
\fudita) the happiness at other’s well-being flowed inside her
~ody. .

Scir’s friend holding her by the shoulder called herin-
= Je the house.

“Talk! talk...only the two of you talk

Maung teased Sein and Kyu Kyu Thin who Weretalk
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ing endlessly. As Kyu Kyu Thin’s husband was a non-talka
and peaceful person, there was none to interrupt them. - '_*

They will seem it to be funny of Sein and KyuK
speaking about the past endlessly and one after another.
they two did not care. There was no time to notice any 0]
There were much to talk about.

About the literary association movements partici _
when young, about respectful writers worthy of emulaung, abgl
religious matters and the subject were varied. :

Sein said that she wanted to meet and pay respe 18
master writers who were still living. Kyu Kyu promised tod
range it in a couple of days. Sein on hearing it was so elatg
that she nearly stood and jumped. When she said that she
cided to donate to the ceremony of paying respect to the age
writers where Kyu Kyu was endeavoring, Kyu Kyu was ¢ |
ing Sadu repeatedly. ‘

That day, thankfully accepting the friend's accompat
I'was very much overjoyed at Thanlyin area. "3

“Sein. ..you can afford. Come to motherland ofien!” ¢

“Yes, Kyu Kyu...as long as ] am healthy and able
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will come once every year, Pay obeisance to the aged masters,
donate to the literary association and make other donations.
That my decision.” _

Sein, holding her friend’s hand promised heartily.

In the next coming years Sein Sein will have to come to
the motherland again. |

O 0000




'0ASIS'

Ms: Raintsee sat on the chair under the tree in frontd
house and while feeling the breeze was thinking to the heg
She had wanted to seek a place where it was calm in body
soul. She wanted to find it and live there. That placeist
called and oasis. |

Where is the oasis? _

Atthat moment the breeze turned into a wind. Ms: Raig
noticed it. As she got up to enter into the house she san
big black balls rolling towards her. A group of dogs
barking afterit. A group of cats also came running noisely 2§
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Frightened Ms. Raintree said "What happened! I cannot
-un into the house. These will be near me soon" So saying she
ot up and ran where she thought she can escape.

Though she ran harder she cannot escape. The wind was
-lowing from behind her and she was more and more farther
Tom the house. She felt she was clear of the ground and was
~+hisked away by the wind. Sometimes she bumped on the
Tound with her feet, and she had to keep running in order not -
2 fall faceward on the ground. |

Ms. Raintree had a strong desire to goandstayatthateooll
:nd peaceful place called oasis. She looked around in all four
Zirections.

Where can be that oasis. Walkmgvaguelyshe was search-
ng forit. b

Some were flat ground with big trees spreading and was
zood for resting and feeding: There were table and chairs and
-rinking taps waste paper boxes and seemed inviting to tfavel-

TS,

At atable a little father away a man was giving a small
~hite dog to drink water. A lady was taking eatables outofa
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big basket and placing them one by one onatable withap
table-cloth. The food was so many that the table was seef
be full. Nearby was a seated old lady telling her rosary beg
and contemplating Aneiksa... The ever changing nature then'§
bead goes down, Dockkha...meeting with bodily and me:
sufferings as long as this body and this mind are conjoined;
gether and one bead goes down. Anatta, The mind and §
body is not stable and is not in one’s possessionanda b "
goes down. '

Her bent back could not be straightened. Her few
hair was collected and maﬂe into a knot. The knot was
bigger than a pellet for a catapault. She had no teeth left &
the two cheeks with many wrinkles dented inwards. On_
two small eyes the eyebrows were hanging nearly covering thf
and it was doubtful that she could ever see though them. - 4

Ms. Raintree in her half-wits continued walking slow'§
fast, and she had covered smooth ground, sloping groun
She had crossed over hill and dale.

Where is the peaceful oasis? How I want to rest in an .
sis. [ must find it. | must continue searching forit. '
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So walking when I looked down from the top of arocky -
~ountain I saw an expanse of flowing watet. On the other bank
~ere beautiful houses. Behind some houses were small boats
—00red to the shore. Looking to the left. I saw many big hotses
:1d amountain range. Again looking to the right I saw moun-

-ains and forest in an endless range.
Ms. Raintree looked at the stone she had placed her hands -
2. Reading the dim words carefully she saw the letter Mount
3annell written. Ms. Raintree asked an old man with aknap-
sack coming up the stairs, “Wheream I?” '
The old man with one hand resting on one knee pointed
~ith one hand to the water at the foot of the hill and said. “This
s Colorado river. This mountain is Mount Bannell, this state is
Texas. This town is Austin, city of the state of Texas "So: my—
g he went down the mountam.
While Ms. Raintree was on the mountain people were com-
r2 up and going down coming up to see the mountain View.
Ms. Raintree breathed the hilltop breeze heartily. *
“Um...its” so good, the two big black balls are not seen
on’t know where the group of cats and dogs have got to
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Very good, I am so peaceful alone by myself.”Talking to
self she came down the mountain; She shouted and aske
group of people going down the mountain in front of her,
“Where is the oasis 7" i
At that time she felt a soft feeling on the front of her pall
A small sharp sound “Mew... Mew’’ came to her ears. 'I‘heJ
Katy was nuggling with her head to the knuckles of her ha
“Aw!..It’s adream.”
Ms. Raintree was awakened from her long dream by
Siamese cat Katy. A

Yol stalal ks

(With these letters T want to thank U Sein Tun and D@
Mya Mya Aye who conveyed me by car to Austin, Texas. 3
Presiding monk Dr. Ariya Dhamma from Thitagumonas
Austin, State of Texas gave me permission to lodge at il
monastry and bestowed the nine precepts. 1
I was able to observe the nine precepts daily and wi -
pure and peauceful mind maintain it. |
T want to supplicate my thanks to Dr. Ariya Dhamma.) 3§
With reverence to the five Virtues... :



Htera-Maha |
Htera

Ms. Raintree looking at the line of Sanghas (mon_kS)
was feeling pious. Though called aline of Sanghas to the end of
the line were young novices and so she thought whether it was
correct to use word “Line of Sanghas™.

For her doubt to be cleared Ms. Raintree asked Dr.
Ashin Pyinnya Zawta of Dhamma Lawka monastery at Miramar
town, Florida state, United States of America.

“Sanghas is a group of people who have the same con-
viction and sila and carry out things to be done in a united and
uniform way. Under the teacher ship ofthe Lord, conwchms
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and precepts (Novice precepts for novices and Rahan
cepts for Rahans) are equally possessed and as the affail
the Sasana are being carried out collectively and uniformly
novice and monks can all be called Sangha. The word S f
includes novices as well as monks” answered the sayad ax
Now Ms. Raintree’s doubts weré cleared for he

age, but she again wanted to know how a novice beca
monk. Ms. Raintree again asked “At what age does a noy
become a monk?” |
“Taking into account the nine months of pregna

novice at the age of twenty or nineteen years and three mo '_
can become a monk. Though he is of twenty years, when ij
is no undertaking donor or he himself doesn’t want to bex
a monk (as long as he is not ordained in a Thein) he is '
called anovice.” The sayadaw explained.
~ooooao

States of America, | happened to ask “After becoming a mg
is there any wording in different levels of monks?” '

“Yes... after becoming a monk he is called a “Na
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-ung monk up to four Was (years)” ,
“From five to nine Was (years) he is called a “Majjima-
-d age monk.” From ten Wasand above he is called an “Htera,

“Please explain the word Htera, master.”
“Htera is to say by age to be over thirty years and as
: age grew older, Silaand Samadi becomes more firm and
-adfast, and an age when one can preside at a monastery. If
2 qualifications are up to the mark he can preside at a monas-
~v.” The sayadaw explained. |

Then as a phone call came Ms. Raintree could not con-
nue to ask. |

* % k% N

I again asked Dr.Ashin Pyinnya Zawta the qualifica-
ons of presiding. '

“Master, In what sayadaw Ashin Ariya Dhamma had
aid included if there qualifications a monk can preside ata
onastery. Cannot all monks preside? Please explain master”

“In the teaching or Sasana the qualifications to preside
rver a monastery is prescribed by the Lord. There are five
cualifications to be possessed by a presiding monk.
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1. Must be of at least ten Was.

Pariwar and Mahawar)
4. Could understand the affairs of the Sanghg
manage them well.
'5. Tobeable to preach well concerning the(N
Yoke) mind and body. 1
© “If'these five qualifications are well qualified thy _.
can preside at 2 monastery.” i
“Ifafter tcn Was a monk is called Htera, :
is thenanythiny to be called exceeding that master?” "-
A monk who is over twenty is called Mahar Htes
attitude, Sila and virtues and Samadi was more firm and s !
fast and is to be very mulch revered, so he is called MahaHi
MaHtaygyi.” .
“Thank youmaster, IalsothaJﬂcAshm AsiyaD -.."
Please permit me to ask what I do not know in future” "4
“You can. Thisis also doing Sasana work. [ am re

to explain anything you ask”
W K K ¥
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Ms. Raintree continued to think.

Having obtained the Dhammar Sariya, Winaya Widu
and BSC honours and with the intention of promulgation of the
Sasana and learning the advise of Thitagu Sayadaw and also
obtained the M.A and PhD degrees from Bombay university,
India. Dr. Asiya Dhamma who is over 20 Was and Dr.Ashin
Pyinnya Zawta 15 Was, who had obtained Dhammar Sariya,
Winaya Widu, Pali Pargu and nine honours of the Sansanaand
also M.A and PhD degrees from Bayanathi university of India
were not only fulfilled with the presiding qualifications but also
qualified with Sila, Samadi, Pyinnya Virtues are “Htera” and
"Mahateras" who are made to preside by the Thitagu Sayadawgyi.

We Buddhists who respect the Sasana should call these
two Sanghas respectfully as “Sayadaw” though they may be
voung, so Ms. Raintree continued to think. %

Placing the five Virtues on the head.

I




On the waxing day of Tazaungmone 1468 Myani
era (10.29.2006) there was a second Kathina robe offer
ceremony at Houston town, State of Texas, United Stai es

Ko Myint Thu, wife Ma Mi Mi Aung and family g
Dhamma friends had invited me there. So [ had to go f '
Boyton Beach seaside town of the State of Florida to the ta
of Houston. i
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The presiding monk of Zayyawady Buddha+Vihara mon-
astery U Kaweindathiri the resident host and five invited
sayadawgyis who seldom came were also gladly seen at the
ceremony. '

These sayadawgyis were-

1. Myanmar State Patron of the Sangha, Aggamahar

Pandita Badanta Mamita Thiribivumsa (Professor
Rahan) who had come from Myanmar to encour=
age the pupils who are promulgating the teaching
in various states of the United States of America.

2. The presiding monk U Mahawthahta Pandita

(Sagaing Min Shein) of Thitigu Dhammavihara
monastery at Maplewood city, Minnesota State;,
US.A. '

3. Sayadaw U Kaythayabivumsa, vice monastery in-
charge saﬁaw, Masoeyein taikthit monastery,
Mandalay who arrived temporarily from Myanmar.

4. The presiding monk of Vithokedayon Dhamma-

rauthi Vihara monastery sayadaw U Parmaukkha
of Queenstown, New York City, U.S.A. "~
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5. ipitakadara Dhammabandagarika Ashin

mala lingara sayadaw who was arriving atTi a,._

monastery at Seaatell, State of Washington, U '

for the Sasana affairs. :

On a long table in the hall were aster flowers an

pots of assorted colored flowers six cups of water
lighted candles were offered to Buddha. If was so fine.

pleasing to the heart. : |

Families of all races came to donate various offertd

and were delightful.

On the long table Were monk’s robes, various offe
ries and white paper envelopes for putting in miscellane]
money for offering were seen ina pile.

For the monks to have food Myanmar food and
ables were cooked taking separate duties for eachkind of
and food was offered collegtively. With sweet dishes and :
and sweet drinks everything was complete. :

The families who did petty works helped in the Wi
silently. By joining in work and taking merits was seen

satisfactory and worth emulating.
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When the Sanghas had had their food the visitors and
suests were fed. They were fed in a high Myanmar standard.

The young people cordially, reverently and kindly deal
with the elders. They helped in every kind of work needed.
lhey helped in feeding.

The children also ate with their parents.

oOo0000

When the guests were finished feeding the Kahtein
('cremony started. :

Children from 5 to 9 or 10 years of age were seatedin
-ows in front of the sanghas. The five precepts were observed
‘rom the patron of the Sangha sayadawgyi, Badanta Marnita
I'hiribivamsa by the children together with the elders.

After the five precepts were observed the asyadawgyi
~reached an advise sermon. “The difficulty in getting a human
'ife, the rare chance of meeting with Buddha's Sasana, the four
~reat difficulties advice sermon” was learnt. '

We are having this difficult human life and we are hav-
ng the rare chance to meet with the Lord’s Sasana, so at this
-60d opportune moment to follow the Lord’s teaching, to leam
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and multiply them there should be monasteries and sang A
the cities we live said the saydawgyi. _

Then according to the ceremony items families ;
places respectively and offered Kabtein and reserve robes§
various offertories were presented to the sayadaws. The: »
dren also presented otlertories together with their parents.
paid obeisance with the [ive touches way.

The children atier presenting the offertories went
silently with the approval of the parents. They went to play
the garden beside the building.

We also had to learn the Kahtein Anumawdana :ﬁ_‘_
mon from Tipitakadara Dhammabandagarika sayadaw A
Ghandamaria Lingra :

“That there isa /ayyawady monastery in this towl
very beneficial for Buddhists. A scene that I saw in tod _-_
ceremony really made my heart feel cool. The scene of ._
children sitting neatly in front rows when it iél time to learn
teaching of the sayadaw was a scene never before seen in
whole of America. It is also difficult to see such a scene.

When I see it today I can guess the sayadaw who :
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teaching here put out his effort and theﬁipwﬂehﬂelnidm:
 their in-house sanana works. N
“In carrying out the Sasana works it !smennpnrm
to make our own posterity have the right rehgtotﬁkmwbdge.
knowledge of the sasana and culture than make oﬂﬁ%eﬁnc
Buddhists. g
Only when the posterity children have interestm reli-

-ion and knowledge of race, religion and culturé will they ir

future when we are gone continue to maintain the cultural heri-
-age as pagoda donors and monastery donors.

The scene that I saw in today’s Kahtein ceremony
showed that the sayadaw preaching in this town together with
‘he laypeople could give the right heritage to the posterity chil-
_ren and ] am really feeling pleasant said the sayadaw.

Myanmar Buddhist famil.es from Housten teach the
-hildren Myanmar culture and religion since the age when they
:an understand, They also confided the children to sayadaw U
Xaweindathiri. The sayadaw taught them Buddhist culture ac-
-ording to their ages.

These children who were taught by the sayadaw and

e
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the parents were now being praised by Tipitakadara say
U Ghandamarlar Lingara.
W% W YW d

For the Buddhist sasana to be promulgated mo :
Buddhists are necessary to help in all ways. The sangha -;'
were there for sasana affairs were doing their utmost fei
sasana to survive and be prolonged. :
Some foreigners knew and accept the deepne
delicacy, the peacefulness and tranquility of the Buddhist tg
ing. Learning the sermons preached by the sanghas w1
spectful appearances, gaining knowledge from reading
beneficial to foreigners.
The kind will of the sanghas who were comin, -_;"

staying and doing Sasana works for the promulgation of E
dha Sasana abroad were to be specially honored. 3
In Myanmar if there is a begging bowl a monk

not worry but it couldn’t be so abroad. In some states in w i
the ground is covered with snow for a couple of feet. G.
about wearing overcoats is not easy. "
Some sayadawgyis according it their age want
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- in warm states. But according to the duues of th

e were doing sasanas’s works in snow covered st

-k every Buddhist has a duty to help and donate so that
~ghas who are here for the promulgation of the Sasana do_ :
¢ feel disheartened.

We were now round about the age of 70-80 years.
> must make our sons and daughters and grandchildren to
- well-bred by teaching about Buddhism and Myanmar cul-

We did not know whence we had come. We also do
.t know where we will be going one day.

In such a situation to teach the posterity the Buddha
zsana and Myanmar culture and traditions is our life’s histori-
:] duty I think.

I wish presiding sayadaw U Kaweindathiri of Zeyawady
1ddhavihara monastery who is fulfilled with Sila, Samadi,
-innya virtues, who is doing the sasana works to be peaceful
: heart and to be able to serve the affairs of the sasana more
nd I conclude my letter.

Placing the Five Virtues on the head.

oooaoo0




Ye Nyo Maung -;
Maung '

“Mya Mya Win, before I go to college I will
my name” 1
Ma Khin Toke shouted to Mya Mya Win Wi
putting books into the bag at the other table.
Mya Mya Win asked with a sweet smiling face
“Will you change it to Toke Toke Khin?” 4
“Don’t make fun, Mya Mya Win. lam telling u':_-
Ma Khin Toke replied with a stern face. They came
gether out of the library. | : E
Mya Mya Win continued. ..”Ok tell me.
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= you going to change? Will your parents likeit?” - 1141 Spsin
Ma Khin Toke thinking for amoment “Oh!...the times

- changing. I don’t think my parents won 't prohibit me changing
- name. They will be glad if they knew my intention.” -

As the line bus arrived they both quickly gotonto the

* X K X % ~al
Today is Sunday, one week before going to college.
‘1 Khin'Toke had invited ten of her friends and some of her:
-rent friends. She announced she had changed her name Ma
{nin Toke and to call her by the new name from today. She |
dthe guestsherax.mt’ssamusaandbayakyawandlwrmoﬂri"s
:lad and soup.
All friends gladly recognized her new name.
“Ye Nyo MaungMaung”
“Ye Nyo Maung Maung”
“Ye Nyo Maung Maung”
The friends by calling her name in unison honoredhet.
Mya Mya Win asked. “Friend, please explain why you
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grand father U Ye Chan who had passed away. My g
ther is well disciplined. He does not speak excess words:
opportune he advises us calmly. It is very peaceﬁ;i tole
my grandfather.
“Then you took the word Ye?” asked San San. _

“Yes, the words given as advice seemed to be aly

around me. Due to the advice of my grandfather I think
stay without any mistake and with peace in the mind. HI .'
asked “What about Nyo? Please explain.” U
“The word Nyo is taken from my aunt Daw Mya__:

[ want to tell how much decisive in mind my auntis. My8
ster aunt used to make snacks when her niece and nepl
are on holidays. She also teaches the methods to maket
Because of her teaching I can make snacks. What she ;
and in a coaxing way teaches our group of children is y

pleasant in the mind whenever I think of them my friends.

way my aunt loves and showed kindness on us is unfory

table. ,

Hla Hla spoke fun “My bachelor uncleis also in ¥

of love and kindness!” | '

Ye Nyo Maung Maung said “My aunt died ayear’ :
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: nalf ago. You seem to forget it”
Mya Mya Win asked “Then you take the word Nyo?”
Ye Nyo Maung Maung continued “She has discipline
:50. And her mind is very decisive. She always go to bed at
-ne o’ clock.”
Ma Khin Tint asked “It there is no work the nextday?”
“If there is any work or not her mind is so decisive that
- didn’t turn to look even if you call her with green tea and
leaf salad”
+ Ma Khin Tint then asked “Then you took the word
vo?”

“That’s not all. When she hears speaking about some-
ody near her she got up and left if she can and never listen.”

Mya Mya Win said “Oh!...come and tell near me!”
#]d everybody laughed.

“My aunt also does her religious determination tasks.
Ae sat for seven days meditation. She doesn’t eat meatina

Aye Aye Win asked “Is the case of your aunt’s being a
inster one of the reasons that you like?” Everybody laughed.
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“Do not make fun!” ]
Mya Mya Win again asked “Well...tell us from
the two ‘Maung’ come from?”
“One Maung comes from my grand uncle’§
mother’s relation.” 4
“Yes, tell us. Did he left you a large amount of i
ance?” Thi Thi interrupted to joke. _
Aye Aye Myint making fun said “Invite and feed!
shop, friend” All joined in to say “Don’t forget to invite
are all ready.” They joked. i
“Stop...stops this fun making. I will tell you. My §
uncle loved and likes to help'everyone. He is very po
speaking. He always separate us when we quarre] and il
children.” ' ]
“To speak sweetly and not to say what otheté_
like. If you want to be loved its only the four finger span _'-_
mouth, and if you want to be hated it’s only the four finge
of the mouth, and so saying he made us point four fing '_
wards and put them into the mou ;
At that while Hla Hla put four fingers into her )
“If contains only four fingers!” She also shouted. YeNyo M
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ung thirowing a scornful glance at Hla Hla continued “Study
people around you. The person who does not do:and say:
.1t others do not like are more liked by people. You children -
uld not also say unpleasing words form the mouth whichis -
1 span of only four fingers. Speak and deal sweetly with .
h other. .
Lastly even to the animals in the house by speaking .~
cetly the animal is happy and that person himself because he
spoken and dealt calmly his mind is more pleasant. It you..
ak in anger or envy to another the speaking person had. .
re bad news than the one spoken to. His mind is not clear.
cannot get good friends. You childrentry to remember what
duncle said “He used to advise so always when oppor-
” said Ye Nyo Maun Maung and at the end of her explana-
ns Aye Aye Myint after thinking for a while said “My grand-
rer and grandmother were not speaking to each other for
ee years. | must let them meet your grand uncle.” :
“My granduncle had died three years ago” replied Ye.
0 Maung Maung. ;
“Well....well, Iwill tell you from where I took the last --

rd ‘Maung’.”
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“] took the word ‘Maung’ from also one of my 5'
uncles, U Tun Maung. He is interested in cooking. Whet _
is any feast or food offering donations at the relatives’ _
and when he is free he always helped. he used to tell '
stories and history when opportune. :

You will have to laugh when you meet grand
You also gain much knowledge from him. My grand uncles
to the library on his return from work everyday and read

used to advise us. Work for the benefit of others. Read 1
and his kind speaking and dealings are unforgettable to
Ma Khin Tint interrupted by saying “Oh! One o

aunts is wanting someone to be kind to her.” i
“Stop. . .stop. My grand uncle died six months 2 o0l

Nyo Maung Maung replied.
Ma Khin Htar went on “Oh! Good people diet
early...” Before she finished Ye Nyo Maung Maung con
ued, “So in honor of the four deceased person’s names I -,-'-:
them my friends. Since I was young I got from these four ped
their good habits, their teaching their love and kindness. T
are four people to whom I owe gratitude.” £
Mya Mya Win asked “Please continue. We also thal
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“Ifyou all want to listen I will tell you. I will tell you my
-ends what I knew”

Aye Aye Myint requested “Tell us what youknow. We '
ank you for letting us hear what we don’t know. We thank
»u for letting us hear what we don’t know. }

“Kata Nyuta is what you repeatedly remember the grati-
Je which others had done on me (directly or indirectly) and
hether it be little or many. '

| Knowing others gratitude so was the cause of being
ised by the Load and Ariyas and so it is an auspiciousness
lingalar) said the Lord. '

One who does gratitude and one who knows gratitude
e two people difficult to obtain in this world said the Lord in
¢ Ingotehto Pali treatise, friends™ Her group of friends saying
"We call Sadu, Sadu, Sadu to your good mentality friend” and
ey dispersed.

B F 3 #




The Land | Loved

[ was not satisfied in looking at the little envelopa
had arrived crossing a journey many miles apart. Holdi
cnvelope my heart became warm and again cold in tums. §
tcars welled automatically in my eyes. I had no time to;
why. . :
I was very much delighted to receive this envel
Sorrow followed behind deligut. I could not think of h .
console myself. 1

The envelopewasa hght greenone. Oniits top left
seen the words “From the golden Myan land.” Under it} \
scen the bright rays of the rising sun. Beneath the shmmg
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; the branches of a banyan tree and elegant city wall and its

trance and a tiered roof was gxaoefully seen. That scene was

~eled “Golden Palace entrance from Mandalay” in English.

; it was a foreign air letter it was appropriate to be labeled in

glish.

In the top right corner was seen a thirty Kyat stamp
-th a picture of a Myanmar musical instrument-the harp. The
.ckground of the harp is dark green and the harp in gleaming
|d and lacquer colouris prominent.

The words Union of Myanmar was printed in English

On turning the envelope the longing for the motherland
»s more in the heart. Oh!...was a very longing scene.

[ was captivated by the “Scene of the beauty of Bagan™
der the twilight. I was not satisfied in paying obeisance to the
.godas and temples from Bagan. The red and blue clouds are
a colour mingled and the sun is of a golden colour. It’sso
utiful, and so graceful.

In the heart I was satisfied “This is our Myanmar.” My
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heart is beating with longings and satisfaction.
I greatly admire the designer of this envelope

as it was a truly Myanmar portrayal. 9

Any little thing whatever I saw concerning the m
land makes me feel. Floating in life’s turns and curves®
settle down and live in appropriate places but | am'a
longing for my motherland.

On the walls of my sitting room were hung five
paintings which was given as present to me from ma
and some which was bought by me. The painting which s}
sanghas in line on an alms round in the light of the dawn
me feel as if I was seeing the sanghas myself in persol i
native Sagaing town and felt much benevolence. My head
with the desire to ladle the cooked rice and offer to the saf

Though staying and eating, dressing and dealing}
propriate, for me it’s very difficult to forget our race, o
gion, our literature our art and culture.

Ioved valuable Myanmar antiques and works§
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I. who had settled down in a foreign country valued and loved
Gven amud koel bird toy which my young sons and daughters
brought back from Myanmar. :

When my longing for the native land worsened Tused
v think serially of my youth. The affairs which were those of
50 years ago were for me as if it was only yesterday fresh in the
mind. '

The garden plot of my grandfather and grandmother at
Ye-U was quite large. Grandmother plucked the vines creep-
ing onto the fence and boiled them. Then she pounded sesamum
and groundnut which she put in together with garlic cooked in
oil. Squeezing in some lime she used to feed us the salad. It
was very tasty. _

Then we were fed with various kinds of salad. Though
they were tasty as we had to eat very frequently we were in-
clined to refuse eating.

Then grandmother would say “These are food avail-
1ble only in Anyar (Upper-land). These are medicinal leaves.
Sesamum and groundnut makes the memory good. It youhad
caten such kinds of medicinal food when young you will be
healthy when you grow old.” I couldn’t forget hercxplamg
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and feeding us coaxingly. :
While I was abroad I who was over 60 years

was quite in good health compared to other ladies of mys_'
had no internal diseases and the memory is still good. ' 3
In early 2004. I had the opportunity of retouchin g
motherland I loved. I went to Anyar. When I reached Wefg
my friends feed me with the food of Anyar and as liked
| ate without lifting my head up. I'
1 also remember the delicious “Nangyi, Monpn ?_
caten with a bitter hot soup and every time I think of it n
my mouth water. -
My friends gave as present fresh and pure roz _'
beans, soy beans and zizoke whichis plum powder and jagg
clenched in the hand and milk cream toffee. I was much
fied and took them all abroad.
Though I was eating fried chicken and munchm g
costly chocolate, the food I desired was the Anyar food --_.

my native land. e
[ was wishing to Buddha so that I can reach the lai

love frequently.
g1




To The Longing
Mother Land

When we got the visa from the Myanmar embassy in

the U.S.A we started our journey on 7% January. We arrived
o the motherland on the 9*, How happy we were.

On the evening/of our arrival we went and paid obei-
sance to the Shwe Dagon Pagoda.

My sonin law Andreas Wiening took photos. Daugh-
«er Lucy (Mi Mi) was wishing for being able to come and visit
wother trip. _

On the morning of 10™ we went to Sarpaybeikman
and Bogyoke market. In the afternoon we went to Thzmlym on
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a pagoda worshipping trip.
Onday 11 we went around wishing old acquainta _':
On Jan 12 afternoon our family start to leave Yang
We went from Yangon towards Pyi. We reached Myaun
village about 8 miles from Hmawby. We went to Daw ‘-:.:_
Tin’s house at that village. ;
Daw Mya Tin, her daughter Ma Khin San Nwe ;
the relatives welcomed us and their hospitality is unforgettz
to us. | |
We continued on our jouney and in the evening rea
Bago, Kyakhatwaing monastery. The surrounding of the n
astery is silent. Nobody was seen. The monastery buildi

Plant and trees were systematically grown. Not a
was seen underneath. The ground was sprinkled with '
and swept clean.

Soon the monastery in charge sayadaw U Ny ;
Dhamarbivunsa and a monk arrived. 5

The car was made to drive to the building where
were to stay. We were permitted to stay on the upper floo "

the buﬂd.lng.
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After we had our dinner the monastery in chief sayadaw
came and called us to meet the Kyakhatwaing sayadawgyi.
We all went and paid obeisance to the sayadawgyi.

o aaaQ

I want to relate the reason for us reachfng Myaungtaga
village and Kyakhatwaing monastery.

The presiding monk of Dhamarlawka monastery of
Mirama township, State of Florida, U.S.A, Dr. Ashin Pyinnyar
Zawta was the son of Daw Mya Tin of Myaungtaga village and
brother of Ma Khin San Nwe. Sayadaw Ashin Pyinnyar Zawta
studied at Myaungtaga village school while he was young and
continued his studies at Bago Kyakhatwaing monastery.

From there while he was continuing his studies at Thitagu
Gyaung, Sagaing hills he was sent to Baranathi University to
study there by Thitagu sayadawgyi.

In 2004 he was given the duties of a presiding monk of
Dhamarlawka monaster;}.

One day the sayadaw said “Can you offer for me dawn
and day meals at Kyakhatwaing monastery on Pyatho full moon
day offered by myselfand donors of Florida collectively, pour-
ing libation water and share merits?”
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If we are able to help others occasionally why :

we fulfill the noble desire of a holy monk. '_
The sayadaw did not ask me to go to mother; b

Mya Tin at Myaungtaga village.  went there on my ow . ..
nevolence.
In other words the good news of doing Sasana wo

by the holy son monk and the loving kindness of the holy §
monk was brought to the mother and the loving words o a:
mother was sent to the holy son monk; and so let us call thi
messenger of love. ;
O O O O O

Today is 13 January. I was thinking of offering da |

and day meals to one thousand monks. I was also rememb
ing today’s donor Dr. Ashin Pyinnya Zawta and people f _
Florida. I was also seeing in my eyes mother Daw Mya Ti '_'. |
While I was Mﬁnginﬂmemonastery compound in he
morning I thought to myself. I thought about the Sila, Sa __ '
and Pyinnya qualities of the sayadawgyi Ashin Zawtipala ¢ g
was feeling respect for them. I also wonder the ability tom a :
age a thousand monks so that they may enjoy the Wiwayl
Thukha (The goodness of silen_o?j. 1
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The monastery in chief sayadaw Ashin Nyaya
'Dhammarbivumsa was also qualified with Sila, Samardi and
Pyinnya and with calm features found to be respectful. 1 wished
that if only I have the chance to be frequently revering such
holy monks in person it would be such goodness.

I came up onto the monastery. I helped my daughter
wear Htame. With the help of a young man helped my sonin
law wear the longyi.

One sayadaw came and called us to offer food and we
went to the dining monastery. Our family offered the dawn meal
to sayadawgyi. Other offertories were also offered. We ob-
serve reverently the sayadawgyi having his food from the beg-
zing bowl. .

The son in law Andreas Wiening took photos many
times of the monks full of the ground floor of the monastery
having their dawn meal.

1thought I was very lucky to observe a thousand monks
having their dawn meal and my respect and benevolence mul-
iplied. |

After having their meals the sanghas went back to their
respective monasteries.



192 @) Sagaing'-éein Sein-

We and other foreigner travelers who had come___._-
study and those who want to have breakfast were fed at 1 _
ground floor of where we stayed. ]

Atabout 8 0°clock in the morning sayadaw U Nyay
Dhammabivumsa came and told us to go and pay obeisanoé._ .
the historical pagoda being renovated by sayadawgyl and:
went by car. : '
Soon we arrived at the ancient Shwe Aung Y¥
monastery compound in which is the renovation hill site of tk "
“Shwe Mawdawnge, Sularmani Hair and tooth relic Pagod

Andreas took photos on the hill. Looking around frof
the hilltop, an old pond with multi-coloured lilies, the form
palace site and moat was seen. I paid obeisance to Shwe
Daw Pagoda in my imagination. 3

1 was imagining the times of Mon Kings and Myanim
Kings. My sonin law and daughter was asking everything :
saw and [ had to answer. _

When we arrive back at the monastery we had to g
to the dining monastery to offer the day meals. We offer
day meals to sayadawgyi. The scene of sayadawgy: having
meals was very respectful. e e
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The spacious monastery hall where athousand monks
were having their meals was very quiet. Everywhere you look
it’s very respectable so pleasantness of the mind, freshness of
the body and benevolence happened.

When the sayadawgyi and the sanghas had finished
their meals I poured libation water in place of Dr. Ashin Pyinnya
Zawta and shared merits.

Then my family came to Dr. Myat Thu’s family and
helped in the donations.

After the meals the sanghas went back to their respec-
tive monasteries. Onto their begging bowls slung on the shoul-
ders, we placed three pencils, two fountain pens and two niote
books all in plastic bag.

The two young men who were taking video-film and
my son in law Indrace'Winning were busy. After the donations
were done we all had our lunch. '

Thento the Shwe Aung Ywe Maw Daw Nge Sularmani
Hair relic Pagoda as donation U Khin Mg Thein and me do-
nated Kyats two lakhs and Andreas and daughter lucy (Ml Mi)
donated one lakh kyats.

We bid sayadawgyi gbod by and paid obeisance and
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continued our journey to Taungoo.
2 % % & :
When we arrive at Taungoo, Yadana Gon Myint Mo
astery it was 10. p.m. The presiding monk was on a trip and sg
we hadn’ta chance to see him. The chief abbot U Wilartha 2 v
avisiting monk U Aggathiri from Chedawya village, Shwekyi
township was present and we played homage. We were perg

mitted to lodge on the upper storey of the monastery.
Today is 14 January. I got up early and paid homage
the Lord. We all had breakfast together. !
Then we came down from the monastery and thh i '_
permission of the chief abbot picked up happily the fallen fruit§
of Eastern gooséberry and myrobalan (Phangar) on the ground
When we reached the Tsu Tauung Pyi Pagoda hill __
tound Indrace photographing the pagodas. He also took pho -'f
tos of two monks and us. ol
Onthe hillock was the Tsu Taung Pyi Pagoda and the
Serpent Pagoda. The sanghas walking in line behind the Lord
were respectable statues.
The breeze was blowing. The bells from the two pago __
das were chiming sweetly and on the hill the atmosphere is
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feeling of reverence. I bowed to the Tus Taung Pyi pagoda.

“Lord, I had brought my son-in-lawand daughterto
the Lord and sanghas. May they one day be helpers of the
benefit of the Buddhist teachings™ I wished so.

We came down from the hill and paid reverenceto
Sayadaw U Wilarthaand U Aggathiri and donated for expenses.

DR IR R

We stopped for one night at Meikhtila. On 15 January
we continued to Taungyi. We reached Taungyi at about 8 p.m.
We all lodged at Daw Nyunt Nyunt’s house. Early next morn-
ing we went to Taungyi market. When we came in 2005 Daw
Nyunt Nyunt conveyed us to King Asoka’s “Mwedaw Kakku”™
pagodas. Some of these pagodas were damaged and so to
repair them Ko Khin Maung Thein and myself took responsi-
bility of one pagoda, my eldest son Johnny and wife Tiffany
one pagoda, daughter Lucy (Mi Mi) and husband Andreas
Wiening one pagoda, younger son Niel one pagoda, altogether
for four pagodas we had donated kyats 6 lakhs. We had also
made arrangements to offer food to six sanghas and pour liba-
tion waters and share merits.

So today on the 16® I bought fish, meat and vegetables
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for food offering from the Taungyi market and some dry go ..

for donations and returned home. :

1 pretended as if nothing happened and went aro ¥
buying things for the meritorious deed to be done. W
reached home I could not pretend any longer. My knees -::_
aching and I could no longer stand up. Daw Nyunt N
showed me to a clinic. I had two shots of injection and so
pills. Thad difficulty in going upstairs. I couldn’t getup the wh
day and night. . :

On the early morning of 17 January U Kinn Ma fi
Thein, Lucy, Daw Nyunt Nyunt, Maung Aung and Ko §
Win went to Mwedaw Kekku pagoda for food offering @
water pouring donation. I could not accompany them. "
only alittle when it’s time for medicine and my whole b
cannot move. Atabout 2 p.m. I hear Daw Nyunt Nyunt a



Benefactor Aung
Muyo

The southern part of Florida State where we lived has
warm climate. Though said to be warm the temperature is
aly up to 80 to 90 degrees Fahrenheit. It seldom rises above
)0 degrees F. In winter the coldest temperature drops to 30
:grees F, but foronly a day.

So in winter the Atlantic coats in our state is busting
ith visitors from all over the world. Some people bathe in the
.11, some swim in the-waterand some play on the sand beach.
-s,we get the sun the whole year round our state is called the
n-shine state.
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See also the trees that grow. They are Pad auk, Ind
trumpet, horseradish tree, mango, lemon, lime, orange
sop, guava, coconut, palm Eugenia and banyan.
In houses, parks and gardens flowers like
jasmine, star ipomeas flowers and some which I for,
Myanmar name grew. As if | was meeting a loving re
went and kissed these flowers. _
Our southern Florida state is seen all kinds of fid
in every seasonand so itis delightful to the heart. In some}
we suffer the destruction of typhoons. 9
On 4* September 2004 typhoon Frances entereX
some buildings and trees big and small were damaged. §
got electricity three weeks later. Our house got electricity
telephone eight days later. i

It was at that time when we had to eat tinned f
because of no electricity, friends Ko Myo and Ko Moel
(Mr. Bago 1991-1992) came one evening to give us rice.
were so thankful with a wonder. Friend Ko Lay Aung coo
with a gas stove and that evening we had a hot meal.

Ko Myo and Ko Moe Hein made the fallen jac ='
tree to the back of our house upright. They returned befol
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- as it was not permitted to go out between 6 pm and 6 am.
I had written an essay about the typhoon entitled ““With
fan, sulking in the dark” and had posted to writer Daw Kyu
vu Thin. After Ko Myo had returned I opened the stiffen
arrier for the evening meal. Horseradish fruit and fish sour:

oup, fried pork with vegetables and prawn curry are found. ]

- annot forget that evening meal. _

In our house at offering food to the sanghas or dining
aceptions Ko Lay Aung and Ko Myo’s horseradish fruit and
ish sour soup was happily eaten. The horseradish fruits were
ery fresh and tender and cooked sufficiently all can eat hap-

The majority of people arriving from Myanmar to.our
<outh Florida had eaten Ko Lay Aung and Ko Myo’s
\lokehinga, fried noodle, biriyani, featherback fish curry, cat-
‘ish curry, fish paste and djenkol bean immersed in salt water
:nd watercress boiled in ripe tamarind fruit. The sour soup ot
7ish and horseradish fruit was specially the best.

We cannot forget the curry tastes of Ko Lay Aung and
X0 Myo who were good in cooking in full Myanmar flavour.
o o o o a
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To write an essay “Benevolent Aung Myo” I mus

{ion the trip I had laken. I had been to Thitagu Buddhavi
monastery, Austin Township state of Texas on 14" Al :'
2005 evening. With the permission of the presiding s2
Dr. Ashin Ariyadhamma [ took lodge at the monastery.’
delighted to befriend Daw Khin Than Sint and Ko i
whu arrived before me. From August 15 to 21% I obser#
ninge precepts. _
On 19 August at mid-day the sayadaw’s car was¢

by Miss Wendy Re Nee Bixby (American lady whos§

meditation twice a week and donate drinking water all thed

10 Dallas where the donar of food to sayadaw lived. As_:_

he meeting new friends and reach new places where

never been before I was happy to come along with

' sayadaw’s permission. !
It was arranged to stay the 19 and 20" nights ¢ '

\lyat Myat Moe’s house at Allen city. The dawn meal '
was offered by Dr. Yi Yi Thein Carroilton ™ '
White sticky rice, brown sticky rice mokehin y“

sorted fried cookies and assorted fruits and drinks wé

fered. Donations were made. Precepts were observed
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merits shared from the highest abode to the lowesthell . .

That day I wore a Cheik Htamein (A Myanmar lady’s
<irt), a blouse wuth five pear] buttons and Chin shaw] placed
over the shoulders. Dr. Yi Yi Thein said it was like meeting an
zunt from Myanmar. They were very hospitable. L also felt the
~enevolence and loving kindness of Muya Lwan who wasona
+isit from California.

The day meal donar Chad and Khin Mill’s houseisin
“1e town of Plano. In memory of their mother they offered day

meals, made donations and precepts were observed and mer-
ts were shared from the highest abode above to the lowest
hell. 1 was delighted to make friends with two Myanmar Bud-
ihist youths Michael and Wai Wai Oo.
Daw Khin Saw Lwin a true Mawlamyaing native of
Fairview town offered the August 21* dawn meal with
\aulamyaing Mokehingar. As I haven’t eaten Maulamyaing
\fokehingar I liked as soon as I tasted it. I was hoping that I’ll
zet the chance to eat it the next time.

Day meal was to be offered fby Aye Myat Myat Moe,
:0 we had to return to Allen city. Daw San San from Houston
:aid she wanted to be acquainted with me, and so I had to
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speak to her on the phone. I was remembering her man
tations to visit Houston city. ‘
Daw San San told me to come and take the fo

my likes (a Sagaing lady’s likes), fried green tamarind,
roselle and fried fish paste. I must get them from Ms. Eliza
Chen’s house which sells these food. On the return jou
Wendy drove there and [ got the food. I cannot forget
San San’s Kindness. ' _ ‘_
I cannot forget the beautiful scenery of Carrd

Plano, Fairview and Allen cities around the city of Da 1|
also thank Dr. Ashin AriyaDhamma who took me on th
and Wendy Re Nee Bixby who drove the car and the}
friends who feasted me. i
On the evening of 20" August we reached b =--
sayadaw Dr. Ariya Dhamma’s monastery. 3
At 7 pm. I went to the Lord’s hall and paid obei

I also paid obeisance to the sayadaw. 9
As there are building meditation rooms in the '.

pound of Thitagu Buddha Vihara monastery | donated {
USS$ for one room. '
At 8 pm. I returned by Ko Yin Kyi’s car to west
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Beach city which is about 10 miles from Boiton seaside town
where [ lived.

1 thank Ko Yin Kyi who was about the age of my young
son for his Myanmar style and Myanmar culture in dealing with
me. .

O O O O O

A few days after I arrived back at home horseradish
tuits were sent from Ko Lay Aung and Ko Myo’s garden. 1
sent them to Daw San San by express to reach them in two
days.

The president of Buddha Vihara monastery Dr. Thein
Kyaw and wife Daw San San replied by phone that they were
thankful for the fresh and good fruits they unexpectedly got,
and also thankful to the grandeners.

Then after a few days Ko Lay Aung‘ and Ko Myo
again came and gave’ horseradish fruits. They also told me
“Aunty cook and eat. Cook fresh”

Early the next morning I sent them to Dr. Yi Yi Thein
of Carrolton city giving express changes to reach them in two
days.

Dr. Yi Yi Thein also wonderfully and happily phoned
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and spoke words of Thanks. 3
Ko Lay Aung and Ko Myo again came w1th h serd
ish fruits. I said
“Ko Lay Aung and Ko Myo, this time I want to § :
them to the monastery.”
Ko Lay Aung said “That’s good Aunty.”
Ko Myo said “We also have that idea.” i
Ko Lay Aung said “Aunty shall I send some more
Ireplied “That’s enough.” For the fruits they gave wi
about eighty. One fruit is 18 to 20 inches long.
There were three plants in Ko Lay Aung and Ko
garden. They benevolently gave tender leaves and fi

present to friends.

In summer and rainy seasons, in my state of Sout
Florida one horseradish fruit costs thirty cents and one ro
bundle two to three dollars, but they are rarely found.
cannot always get it. My garden is not so spacious so I cz
grow the plant. :

One evening Ko Lay Aung and Ko Myo again ¢é
to give horseradish fruits. Théy repeatedly told me “Aunty - "
and eat them. I want Uncle and Aunty to eat so we-spec



I Benefactor Aung Myo . 205

came to give. The next day I cooked these fruits mthpotam
and dried fish and ate heartily. The other curries were keptin
the fridge. HBDEE

If Thappen to get horseradish fruits again I intended to
give them to Daw Khin Su Lwin of Fairview city, and Ayé
Myat Myat Moe of Allen city. But the season’s over and therc
were no fruits. These were summer and rainy seasons of the
year 2005. '

0O 0o g o o

On 12 April 2006 1 and my daughter (Mi Mi ) reached
sayadaw Dr. Ariya Dhamma’s monastery.

My three children had the chance to meet the sanghas
only when they reached the age of over twenty years. ] created
the chance for them to meet the sanghas whenever I could.
Now with the permission of the sayadaw we were having the
chance to lodge in the monastery. '

On the 13 Colin Kenton and wife Allie Sutton and son
Auston (same as the town’s name) of the city of Auston came
and called Mi Mi for dinner. '

The time off staying at the monastery while contem-
plating the Dhamma is the time I liked best. I had the chance to
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meet sayadaw Ashin Mahawthata Pandita. I supplicate to_'
saydaw to teach the Tasa Pyinsaca Meditation in full, T
sayadaw explained clearly about the meditation. [ contempla
it time and again whenever [ remember. I pay obeisance to i'_
~uyadaw with thankfulness. ‘ b |
Onthe 13" night we slept at Dr. Aung Kyamg s housl
A\t midday on 14 April 2006 we went with Wendy’s car }
/aw Zaw and Thandi Maung at Mc Kinney TX. We slept]
/aw Zaw’s house.
On the 15" at 9 am. Tin Moe Thwe arrived. i
hrought chicken eggs cooked wholely. I cannot forget tl
Myanmar curry that I had eaten. With thanks and rememb
ances to Zaw Zaw and Thandi Maung’s love and kindness. }
3pm we returned to Auston. ‘
On the way back we went to Wa Wa Myint’s ho
wish. Daughter Isabelle was in bed and so we did not meet h
\t the monastery Kyaw Kyaw Myint, Lai Lai Thuzar Kh
Jaughter Lorelai were waiting for us. Before we arrived:‘
\yat Oo on a visit from New York entertained them with tal
Ing. '
The days of our visit were few and so to stay lo ,-‘
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the next time Lai Lai Thuzar Khin repeatedly toldds.

Before we goto the a1rport Dr. Tin Tin Wai fed us with
Almost Cholesterol free Lunch. L

The two sayadaws were also offered soon. Together
with us mother and daughter, Ko Myat Oo and Dr. Aung Kyaing
were also fed. I was happy to see the Nun Daw Sanda Pabar
the mother of Melvin Tan and Dr. Thelma Tan healthy. Nun
Daw Sanda Padar was a writer in Thitagu Buddha Vihara News
journal with the pen name of Sandar Si.

Dr. Aung Kyaing and Ko Myat Oo accompanied usto
the airport.

_ Dr. Aung Kyaing was a excellant realter. He is also
good in cooking, good in social dealings and he need notbe
told twice for any help needed. I also see Ko Myat Oo who
had recently arrived from Myanmar to become an outstanding
person. '

May the two bachelors able to ‘help in Buddhist
Sasana’s cause and make advances in self cause.
Afier reached home I was remembering the kind heart
and benevolence of friends from the state of Texas.
Qa O o a a
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One day in June Ko Lay Aung and Ko Myo ca n
give horseradish fruits. ' | | .

“Oh! The fruits are too much”

Ko Lay Aung said ““Yes Aunty. I want youto eat.
and eat heartily.” __

Ko Myo cut in “We plucked them just beforej
came.” _ |

“It's so fine to look at. So beantiful and fresh”

Before I finish my words Ko Lay Aung said “The;
so sweet also, so delicious. Cook and eat Aunty.” __

I have decided to send them to Nun Daw Sanda P ::.

The Nun feeling wonderful spoke words of thank
told them they were from Ko Lay Aung and Ko Myo’s : '
and she spoke words of thanks to the two benevolent peaj

The Nun heartily told us “The fruits were so manyf
my son’s house and iﬁy daughtér ’s house had the oppo
to eat. I also cooked with the egg and took it to Thitagu

astery.

»

From that day on I was waiting for the horser
fruit. '
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Ihad also thought of cooking them with whole chicken
o, | st det

Aye Myat Myat Moe also phone me to give hérhorse-
-adish fruit. “Moe Moe, Aunty hasn’t the plant. I get onlywhen
<o Lay Aung and Ko Myo gives me.” Ireplied. o7 52

She said “Aunty, ask some for me. I like horseradish
ruit very much. My daughter Amy (Aye Myat Myat Hitet) also
ikes it very much. Please ask some for us.” I couldn’t stay still.
“had to phone Ko Lay Aung and Ko Myo. The benevolent
juo came and give horseradish fruits that night. I sent them by
>xpress post to reach them in two days time.

“Aunty, I have got the fruits. Thank you very much.
Ve cooked it with dried fish. Halfis kept in the fridge. I’ll cook
- after two days. Aye Myat Myat Moe said.

“Aw...you have already eaten!” I said.

“Oh! I cooked it as soon as I got it.” She said.

I was happy to send them.

Aye Myat Myat Moe happily said “Aunty, tell the two
- wners of the tree that we are thankful. Tell them to come and
- 1sit Texas. They can also lodge at our house.”
$ B ® % &
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In the summer and rainy seasons of 2005 the :
radish fruits of Ko Lay Aung and Ko Myo reached the staii
Texas. This year also the fruits had been sent. Ko Lay
and Ko Myo were also invited there. ] also urge the fruit g
kind persons to go and visit. £

In the world we meet unexpectedly. Things hapi
(coming into being and getting destroyed.) One day in thej
we came into the world (we are born). One day we will g |
of it (die) and disappear. That’s a certainty.

All our movement and work done from the time _ :
our consciousness till we die “man’s news will be bo

"

man. !
% % % # F



Kaneri from
Loxahatchee

1 and my husband Ko Khin Maung Thein and young
son arrived 20 minutes eafly to the Chinese restaurant where
we had an appointment with friends. At 20 minutes past seven
friends Dr. Khin and wife Ma Khin Hnin Zi (Rose) arrived.

She had been apart from her doctor’s job for forty
vears. Rose was a doctor. Rose who worked as a doctor in
| Myanmar was interested in economics in America. |
: Dr. Khin worked as adoctor in Chicago for thirty years.
| After his pension he bought a 20 acre plot of land. He planted
 wokinds of Chinese plum trees, guava, jackfruit, mango; soap
| :cacia, acacia intsia, horseradish plants. &
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According to their design a pond is dug in their ga

supply water to the plants.

In the evening time of rest the couple ride a rowi

hoat in the pond full of lotus flowers.

Only when the young son said “What are your thi

ofmother? I stopped my thinking and greeted Dr. Khin’s co ol

[ gave Rose as present a 6 million lottery ticket. 1f

wins the ticket owner will get 6 million. |

Dr. Khin said “Well I must say when you geta lot "

licket as present from Daw Sein Sein [ remember a story a ®

two lovers concerning a lottery machine.” !
“Please tell us”

A boy gave his lover girl 20$ and told her to spen

as she wants™ _

“The girl said ‘Oh! I love to play the slot machine’._.

vo and play’ she said so and left.”

“The boy followed the girl and the girl after playin o

an hour had only twenty five cents left. When she put the 18

twenty five cent into the machine, the machine withaclang

noise poured out 25 cents non-stop. Their pockets were 11§
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They won a thousand dollars” nok feskats

“They were both happy. They went to danice. They
had dinner, The next day the boy said that he is alsoéntitled to
halfﬂlewinnjngs.” : 3 Bl

“The girl refused to give. At last they reached a court.
The judge asks who loves more. They both claim that each
loves the other more. The judge then said this is the money
given by the boy because he loves her so if the girl loves him
she should give him back the half.”

At the end of Dr. Khin’s words Rose said “Be
assured. ..If [ win I will give back half.”

I said “I haven’t noted the lottery number. And I am
not going to the court also” and everybody laughed.

After we had eaten we returned at 9:30 pm. When1
arrived home after placing the jackfruit and banana in proper
places I sat down at the writing table. -

LA

I became intimate with Dr.Khin’s couple since four
vears back. The ability of the two of them were worthy of
pride. Planting trees according to season so that the whole gar-
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den is lush and green and also finding customers for the p o
ucts they were able. '
Rose can keep the accounts well. Dr. Khin can :

the responsibility of the whole garden. Two golf cart cars
used by them. 'Y
Dr. Khin’s two storied house is elegantly seeni

five acre plot of land adjoining the 20 acre farm jand. Besilh
the main house is a house for guests and visitors. :
Both houses were of timber flooring and the walls W

built of logs. The garden of the house is about three thouss
square feet. The house is on stilts four feet above ground. ;
Inside the house the air-conditioner is set at 78 &

grees Farenheit always and you feel the cool as you ente
house. The alter of the Buddha in the front room is respe : __
seen. 4
" I want to present a peculiar idea of Dr.Khin and R

The center pillar of the house is inserted with a round wilis
tree. The smooth and shining round tree pillar is high fron
ground to the roof. It stood elegantly in the center of the hd
On the upper floor the par lour room is kept '
furniture. In front of the alter sanghas were occasionally iff
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and Paritas were recited. o onaBE

When fruits were offered to the sangha after offermgof
meals, I saw fruits that [ had never seen before. For example
the fruit with a flavor of sugar and honey mixed together and
put into the yolk of the egg. It was so soft and delicate and
need not chew. The cover skin colour is brown. When'ipe it
could be peeled easily like peeling easily a banana. The seeds
are only three to four. That fruit is called egg fruit.

There is also the chocolate fruit. Itis about 5 ticals in
weight and is round. The skin is at first green and when ripe it
turns brown. If you cut it the inside is chocolate colourand a
little more darker. The flavour is of real chocolate. There are
four to five seeds. You can eat the inside with a spoon. A per-
<on cannot finish one fruit alone. The flavour is so good. The
‘ruitis called chocolate fruit.

1 also found another kind of fruit. It is the same shape
and size of the avocado pear. The skin colour is of ripe coco-
~ut colour. When it is cut open the inside is of a yellow colour.

e flavour is like that of a ripe banana. The name of the fruitis
Vamry Sapte. | :
There are many fruits in Dr. Khin and Rose’s garden




216 - (O Sagaing Sein Sein

which I do not know their names. As I occasionally have "
vegetables and fruits. The produce of the gardenI am

* % X ¥ %

Dr. Khin and Rose draw the design of the two hous
by themselves. The roofing was green and the windows Wil
cyclone proof. %

The two big houses with walls of even logs we .' )
interest to many people. .I |

When I saw the center pillar of the house I rem !
bered what my grandfather told me when I went for a vis i ]
my grandparents at the town of Ye Oo at Shwe Bo distri '

When the English captured and took away the 1‘ ]
Thibaw a colonel related to my grandfather saying I don’t W
to serve under the English. Those who want to follow cgii
with me.” Went into the forests of Khin-Oo township. He stg
hidden for many years. The elder people died and when !
the younger people remained the English government car

know and let them establish a village of their own.
praised the valor of the colonel. a2
Some time ago the king had in recognition r- ]
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colonel’s valour allowed him to cover the center pillar of his
house in gold. This was related to me by my grandfather, father
of my mother. I think it would be a wonder if the center pillar of
the house of Dr. Khin and Rose a round whole tree would be
covered in gold.

The big garden of Dr. Khin and Rose from Florida
State, Plam Beach country’s Loxahatchee was named Kenari
Groves. When you reach Kenari Groves you will see varied
fruits from Myanmar. You will also see fruits you had never
seen in Myanmar. In front of the godown building adjohlingthe
office building is a big Sagawar tree (Magnolia tree). You will
also see the white blooming jasmine flower garden as a re-
membrance of Myanmar. '

I honour with this essay to Dr. Khin and Rose who are
of the same heart and will joining hands lovingly like a Kanari
couple and who are able to manage the elegant house and the
Kenari garden with superb ability. -

+ 4+ 4+ <+
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Grandfather Steven aged 77 years called out to his g an
children Tom aged 16 years and Bebe 14 years who w

playing in the garden to come and have dinner.
Before they arrive at the dining table, the father of the
dren. Chris, who was 47 years old arrived back from wo
and come into the house. ]
Soon the sounds of fork and spoon were heard from
table and also Chris's voice was also heard.
" ] don't like cooking beef this way. I have told the ho
maid. She is again cookihg this way!"
Nobody replied anything. When the stern voice of Ch
was heard the 10 months old dog Blackhead crept and i

behind the flower vase which was as tall as aman's heighty
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Blackhead had for eight months since it's birth stayed with
the owner who used to speak angrily and deal likewise with
wife and children. Blackhead had taken Chris as soméoneto
be afraid ofin this houes. But Chris had not harmed bodily to
anyone.

As Tom had asked for a dog, Chris had bought Blackhead
as his birthday present. The body of the dog is black andit's
head is pure white, Nobody tried to know why its called Black-
head. Maybe because they do not want to speak against Chris:
Had Chris not said "It's name is Blackhead", holding its pure
white head.

Everyone loved Blackhead. On school-holidays Tom, Bebe
and Blackhead played in the garden. Then they bathed Black-
head. When Chris, Tom and Bebe went to work and school,
Blackhead stayed near Steven.

It slept at night with Tom. But it feared Chris.

There was a kitchen at the ground floor of Steven'stwo
storied house. In front was the room where the family gath-
ered. The family gathered here and watch the T.V, read news-
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paper, speak about the day and dispersed with laughter. Som Cs
times the family dispersed because they don't want to arg '
with Chris. .

The best times were when listening to the stories by granddl
father while playing cards with him. '

The room to the right of the house entrance is very spa
cious, A long table where about twenty people could be seate
was seen together with chairs. Cupboards with fine crocke
were seen. Chris's mother has entertained many guests ofteni

this room.
g o o P P

Chris's mother Paula died when Chris was ten years ol
Steven had cared the motherless Chris well. He called his youry
est sister Dina to stay with them. Chris loved aunt Dins_; f;
.

Dina taught Chris the piano. Sometimes Chris would ol
and Dina would sing. Steven would then say "Oh! It's a V¢
lovely evening. I will feed you dinner at the beach restau
We'll start moving at six" |

Dina happily said "That's very good as 1 am longing fof
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.ca waters. [ will wear a blue skist'
Chris happily shook his father's hands and said "I will ﬁ:h
e sea-gulls. I will bring a loaf of bread. Daddy... daddywe
will stay a long time at the beach” d
So Chris grew up under the care of his father and auntand

s now studying in the university. The year Chris attended the
miversity Dina married a school master and moved from

srother Steven's house.

Steven was busy playing golf with friends and neighbours
.nd going on trips.

When Chris came back home from school on holidayshe
+ayed at home and cooked to the likes of Chris, Chris told his
«chool experiences and how he longed for his father Steven.

"I miss you too, son. I was waiting for your return"" replied
~Meven.

"When I long for you daddy, Iread more. What do you do
-hen you miss me?" asked Chris.

"Oh! Daddy went into the graden and put in fertilizer so
7at the roses may blossom more. And I also cleaned the gar-
-2n" replied his father.

TR
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Chris and Steven occassionally went to the bar toget e

They also went to the church together. ]
When Chris finished school and went to work Steven §
his private money lending company and took pension. _' |
Chris got a job at a government office not far from!
house. After some months he married his friend Bicky;
After his marriage Chris moved to another house. Atf
desolate two-storied house Steven remained alone near p !
ery weekend Chris and Bickey invited Steven to dinner.
about one year grandson Tom was born, and after nex-t;‘ '
years granddaughter Bebe was born. When Bebe reac edf
age of four years Bicky died of cancer.

% * Kk ¥ *

Grandfather Steven made his son and two grandchl |
to move to his house. He appointed Golria from twelve il
to six in the evening for cooking and doing the house cle afll
The side door of the house was opened for Gloria to g
She was also given the key to get in if it waslocked. 3

Everytime Gloria came into the house she looked
stairs and greeted "Hi...Steven, Good day" Steven used {
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"Good day Gloria, I'll come down Please give me a cup of
coffee" Gloria happily made a cup of coffee and put it on the
rable in front of the TV.

Steven came down daily to drink Gloria's cup of coffee;
but never stayed long. He used to say "I'll go and read upstairs”
;0 that he won't have to disturb Gloria's work.

* O O K%

Bebe and Tom were now grown up. Chris asked Gloriato
~cach his children housekeeping. Bebe and Tom were also in-
structed to help Gloria. Bebe had to clean the rooms once
every week. It was fun to do so. Speaking about the affairs in
hool with Tom and laughing the work was done. In cleaning
-randfather Steven's room grandfather told her about grand-
other Paula whom she had never seen and of her father Chris
vhen he was young.

It was reminiscing. Sometimes grandfather wound up with
okes. Tom also came to grandfather's room and listened. When
he arrived at father Chris's room Bebe used to say "Daddy,
+hen Bebe get one year older, daddy's room gets more un-
Jy"
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Chris would say "Yes, yes, Daddy will take care not to: |
untidy" . So saying he would kiss her forehead. _
Once Bebe in despair called and showed Gloria her fathg
room. ]
Gloria stood in the door way and repeatedly exclaim
"Oh! God help us. Don't leave us alone. Please help us!"
To the left of the house entrance is a room for vsitors,
room and a library. Chris used to stay for hours with the co ;
puter or read in the library. He also used to do his unfini

office work in this room.
O00O00

When Bebe was 14, Chris's room got more and more
tidy. The whole house joined to tell him that. Father Stewi
was wortied whether Chris had gone mad. He consulted §
friend, a psychiatrist. At that time Chris gota promotion. b
whole house rejoiced. A reception of honour was held at t
house.

Steven said "Son, daddy is very happy. loongratulatey
success in your work" Fifty friends from Chris's office we
invited. It was a good party with songs and music.
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Chris told Bebe and Tom "When there's work todo you
must do it. Always think of the benifit of others. Don't look for
yourself and work for other people's lenefit" and he kissed the
forcheads of Bebe and Tom wiping their hair.

Chris was a civil engineer for the finess of the city, for the
children to be able to play safe,for the elder’s health to be able
to walk, ride bicycle and paly tennis he had arranged the rose
park. For the interest of the people waste paper boxes of croco-
diles and whales with open mouths were arranged in the rose
park. This project took two years to accomplish. Chris was
promoted after finishing this project.

| * % k % X

This moming grandfather Steven wasn't out of bed yet. He
was used to walking every moming with blackhead, so black-
head was barking and calling him. It even brought its chain near
the bed. But Stenven didn't get out of the bed.

To the right of Steven's room is Tom's and Bebe's room is
to the left. Blackhead went into Bebe's room is to the left.
Blackhead went into Bebe's room and braked and ran into

Steven's room. Bele was doing her unfinished school lessons
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and also told "Don't disturb me, blackhead" :

Blackhead next got into Tom's room and barked. Tom asl§
"What's the matter, blackhead?".Blackhead ran into Stev '_
room barking. Tom followed. He found Steven's white fl

was a reddish brown. }
"Graudpa, are you not well?" asked Tom sha}ung h1rm H
replied "I cannot move" |
Tom shouted to Chris. Bebe and Chris reached each: :__ |
of his bed. Steven was sent to the hospital. In a few ha
Steven had died. Sl |

* % ¥ K X

Chris, Tom and Bebe mourned much. Chirs used to gd
his father's door and looked. He went into the garden and rf !
the rose plants carefully. He sat longer hours in front 0 :
computer. His room got more untidy. The books that had i
read and the newspapers all covered the carpet on the i
The clothes worn were not in their places. They were ;
everywhere in the room. Father Chris was more untidy.a
grandpa Steven died said Bebe to Tom. :

Steven's sister Dina lived alone after the death of her _.
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and. Tom after consulting father Chris and Bebe invited Dina
»» come and live with them. When Dina arrived she was given

‘randpa Steven's room. From that day Chris didn't get to his

ather's doorway.

When Chris returned from work he always brought books
1nd newspapers with him. Chris wasn't satistied with the daily
<wspaper given at home. He liked to read various kinds of
wewspapers. On return from work he used to buy newspapers
hat he liked. Bebe sometimes told him"Daddy, are you going
» be a newspapers man? Afters reading go and put in the

vaste bin. Don't scatter on the floor"
Chris didn't reply Bebe anything. Biting the apple in hand
+ith a noise shut the door of the room.

In the absence of grandfather Steven the hov. 2 affairs were
1anaged by Tom and Bebe. Chris intervened only when nec-
ssary. When he returned from work he used to stay in the
arden, his bedroom and the library. |

#* K K % ¥

After Steven's death when ﬁ'i.ends came Bebe said “Dédr‘,;

'case come out and entertain. The guests are asking you.
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Please come out daddy" But Chris didn't. Dina and Bele hil
satisfy the guests with roundabout talks, many times. -
Once when grandpa Steven was living an elderly co up
and their two grandchildren arrived. Chris didn't came ol
his room. '
When the guests retuned Chris came out.
Steven asked him " Why didn't you come out ot ‘—-'_ !
guests? You are very rude!"Chris replied "I cannot stani
hrill voice of the children. T don't like the inquisitive ques
ing old woman. | don't want to see the old maneating in4 |
manner. That's why I didn't come out. Reading in the r¢ -. |
the best time" 1
"You should come out-and meet at least for a while th

you don't like it. How many of my guests are not comin
cause you are doing like this. You know!" Steven asked i
face of disapproval. | .' :
Chris didn't reply anything but sat down beside Bebdl
unfolded the newspaper, hid his face behind it and start o) |
italoud. ' |
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crandually didn't come to the house for a visit. ‘

Now Steven had died and Steven's friends were not com=
| ine to the housz. Bele and Tom were in their final years in school.
IBcbe who loved children would be a teacher next year.

S s A hL . 74
EE

R

Seeing the dust-bin at Chris's doorway, Tom didn't went
:p the stairs but came to his father's room where Bebe was.
ebe sighed on seeing the whole room unti«y. Tom said to
cbe "Bebe, one of my eastern friends told me that if it doesn't
n out as you like or if you are displeased with your life you
hew beatle"

Bebe asked Tom "What is beatle?"

Tom replied "I cannot say what is contained in the beatle.
ut it can be chewed or spit out. It isa way of the discontended .
ople to control their min

“What do you want to say? Daddy's room is untidy and
..." Bebe went on.

Tom cutin before she finished "Yes, that's what | am going
-say Bebe. We must even thank daddy.

Besides untidying the room, he didn't drink, his health is
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not impared. he doesn't spend money. Let him stay as he
Bebe. "Tom said looking kindly athis sister.
Bebe was bewildered and was thinking. __
Tom continued with a faint smile "1 have seen daddy : ;
with the spinster lady who had bought the house next |

near the rose garden Bebe" _
Bebe with a stern face "Then what? [am tired of tidying]
room" replied with pouted lips. |
Tom replied "Oh! Bebe...I will help. Do not saythihgs . |
Jaddy. You won't be seeing such scenes after we have a
mother" Then wiping aside the hair on Bele's forehead he __
and went out. ' i
Bebe continued to think... ]
"Aw!...Tom is becoming a final year psychialtry do
must accept his moughls", mumbling so she kepton tidyi '
TOOIM.

-Sagaing Sein Se

Translation : AhMgv Thar



	0(2)
	0(3)
	0(4)
	0(5)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	50
	51
	52
	53
	54
	55
	56
	57
	58
	60
	61
	62
	63
	64
	65
	66
	67
	69
	70
	71
	72
	73
	74
	75
	76
	78
	79
	80
	81
	82
	83
	84
	85
	86
	87
	88
	91
	92
	93
	94
	95
	96
	97
	98
	99
	100
	101
	102
	103
	104
	105
	106
	108
	109
	110
	111
	112
	113
	114
	115
	116
	118
	119
	120
	121
	122
	123
	124
	125
	126
	127
	128
	129
	130
	131
	132
	134
	135
	136
	137
	138
	139
	140
	141
	142
	143
	144
	145
	146
	147
	148
	149
	150
	151
	152
	153
	154
	155
	156
	157
	158
	159
	160
	161
	162
	163
	164
	165
	166
	167
	168
	169
	170
	171
	172
	173
	174
	175
	176
	177
	178
	179
	180
	181
	182
	183
	184
	185
	186
	187
	188
	189
	190
	191
	192
	193
	194
	195
	196
	197
	198
	199
	200
	201
	202
	203
	204
	205
	206
	207
	208
	209
	210
	211
	212
	213
	214
	215
	216
	217
	218
	219
	220
	221
	222
	223
	224
	225
	226
	227
	228
	229
	230

