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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

“ A Flower of Beauty and other stories” have
been written with the object of providing reading
material for the children of “Teza” age-group and
for the youths of “Shaesaung” age-group.

The “Teza” children look at the figures in the
tale and love them, and thus they usually become
interested in the description that go along with these
figures.

The “Shaesaung” youths have already had the
skill of reading, and so they need not think about the
figures and the descriptions. They can enjoy the
narrative relating to the joyful, lovable, pitiable and
disgusting conditions of the birds, beasts and human
beings moving about in the tales. They can enjoy the
feelings expressed in the text.

Ifthe children and the youths can enjoy reading
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these tales and know the good from the bad, the right
from the wrong, then the author will feel gratified.
The author hopes that the children and the
youths will have gained, after reading these teles and
learning from the actions of the variams characters
in them, a certain wisdom which engbles them to
know the good from the bad, the sigit from the
wrong: the wisdom that is important iy human life.

NuYin
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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE

Although the author has meant the tales and
stories, selected for this book from Nu Yin’s youth
stories and children’s tales, for the children of “Teza”
age-group and the youths of "Shesaung" age-group,
when translated as closely as possible into English,
they are found to be suitable reading for the young
and old who are learning English. The children who
are too young to be able to read English, which is a
foreign language, will not able to read the English
version in this book although they will be able to read
the Burmese original. I believe that the young and
old people who can read some English though they
may not be so well-versed in English, should read as
basic materials, the English versions of the pieces
which are easy to understand in Burmese. That is why
I have translated these tales into English.
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As parallel passages are given in this book, the
readers will be able to read the passages and see the
differences in the syntax of the two lan-guages and
also learn English words which are gi-ven alongside
their Burmese equivalents. It is hoped that reading
such parallel passages will give them a more intimate
knowledge of English.

Tet Toe
English Translator
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AFLOWER OF BEAUTY

“Grandma, Ah Hla is going to school now. I have
put the curry plate in the cupboard for you and father.
I have also set the breakfast table.”

Aye Hla told her grandmother who was in her
room, while she was taking her school bag off the
peg on the wall.

“Have you fed Ah Mya and Ah Too? Let them
go along with you.” Her grandmother said as she was
coming out of her room.

“They have already finished eating and gone.
They said they might be late for the classes, had not
helped me in the Kitchen. I, too, am going now. I’ll
have to take Mya Khin on the way.”

The grandmother stared at Aye Hla who was
hurriedly leaving the house.

“She is the one who has to work hardest in the
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house. She can’t afford to live like any other young
girl since her mother’s death. The task of looking
after the two younger ones and her father isn’t small.
She has to read her lessons in the midst of her house-
work. In this way she has now come up to the seventh
standard,” the grandmother said to herself.

While still staring, the grandmother continued
thinking about Aye Hla.

Aye Hla, Aye Mya, and Ah Too were the children
whose mother had died. Aye Hla was seven, Aye Mya
five and Ah Too three when their mother died. And
they had to grow up with her, their grandmother.

Aye Hla loved Mya Khin most among her
friends. Mya Khin was living with her parents, and in
her house were her brother and sisters and also a
woman who, they said, was their aunt.

“Mya Khin, come”

Mya Khin did not come out as soon as Aye Hla
had called her in front of her house. She came out
hurriedly a little later, and they both went to school
rather quickly.

At mid-day break, Aye Hla and Mya Khin went
together to the row of sweetmeats stalls.

“I was so afraid this morning that we might be
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late for school. Why were you so late today?” Aye
Hla said to Mya Khin.

Mya Khin looked sad. “I wasn’t purposely late.
Mothers was feeling bad. She had been suffering
from pre-natal pain, and the whole house was busy.”

“Your mother was having pain in the stomach
because she was about to give birth. Isn’t that so?
Has the given birth now?” Aye Hla asked eagerly.

“Not Yet! She has been having the pain since
last night, and nothing had happened till I left for
school. So, auntie and father are worried. Mother has
been groaning very much. I wish I could go back
home, Aye Hla.”

When Aye Hla learned about Mya Khin’s
mother having pre-natal pain, she thought of her dead
mother and silently prayed that Mya Khin’s mother
might end her labour safely and quickly.

Aye Hla was only seven when her mother died.
She dimly remembered how her mother, big with
child, was groaning and coming out of the room, how
her grandmother was looking worried. She
remembered most how her mother was carried in a
blanket cradle to the town hospital.

She had then asked her grandmother. “Why was
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mother taken to the town hospital?”” Grand-mother
said only this in reply: “Because she could not give
birth to the child; because the midwives here couldn’t
help her.” Some days later, when her mother did not
come back Aye Hla asked her grand-mother
repeatedly why she didn’t come back. With tears in
her eyes, the grandmother said once and for all; “Don’t
ask me so often. Your mother had died because she
couldn’t give birth to the child.”

Aye Hla could ask her grandmother only once
about her mother who died in labour because the
midwife was late in coming to her. She dared not ask
her grandmother again whenever sadness came to her
breast. So she thought of her mother by herself with
a lingering thought.

Aye Hla was remembering her mother while she
was attending her class and was also worried about
Mya Khin’s mother. When the school bell rang in
the evening, she rushed to catch up with Mya Khin
who was leaving hurriedly.

“Ah, wait!  want to come along to your house,”
Aye Hla said.

“Your grandmother may be worried about you.
Come only after you have gone to your house and
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told her,” Mya Khin said her. So she went straight
home.

She found her grandmother in the kitchen.

“Grandma, I can’t help you today. I am going to
Mya Khin’s house. Her mother is having pre-natal
pain.”

While cooking curry, grandmother said, “Is this
your business? What are you going there for?”

“] am going there because I saw Mya Khin
looking sad. She said her mother hasn’t given birth
till now. So I am going to have a look.”

“Oh, you shouldn’t look in at the childbear-ing
labours at your age. Go, if you want to go to Mya
Khin, but you must not go into the room and meddle
with things. By the way, Zeema of our house hasn’t
come home since this morning. I don’t know where
she has been roaming. She hasn’t come to eat.”

“Ah, that’s right, grandma. I have for gotten. If
Zeema is roaming like this, she will kitten in one of
the houses, and we will not be getting the kittens.”

Remembering Zeema, the cat, Aye Hla said to
Ah Too:

“Ah Too, Zeema hasn’t come back since this
morning. You all will please search for her. It isn’t
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good for her to be roaming when her time for
kittening is getting near. Now, I’ll go.”

So saying, she left for Mya Khin’s house.

At Mya Khin’s house, Mya Khin and her
younger brothers %hd sisters were sitting outside the
room.

“Come here, Aye Hla.”

Aye Hla went into the house, and she heard Mya
Khin’s mother groaning in the room.

“Has the midwife arrived?” Aye Hla asked
anxiously, and Mya Khin nodded.

“If that is so, what is there to be afraid of? The
child will be brought forth just now.”

As Mya Khin did not know anything about child-
bearing, she still looked sad.

“Can’t we go into the room? Let’s do together
what is to be done there.”

When Aye Hla said so, Mya Khin said, “Come,
let’s go and look.” So saying, both of them rose and
came toward the room. In the room they saw Mya
Khin’s mother squirming and groaning with pain.
When she saw Aye Hla and Mya Khin coming, the
aunt who had been sitting near the midwife said, “Oh,
hey girls, don’t come. You shouldn’t come into the
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labour room. Go!” When the timid Mya Khin was
about to turn round to leave, the midwife sitting near
the patient said, “Let them come if they want to. It
doesn’t matter if they dare look at it.” Aye Hla
replied. “It is not only that we want to see, auntie. It
is because we want to help.”

“Then if that’s so, give them something to do.
Now it is nearly time for birth.”

As she heard the midwife’s announcement, Mya
Khin’s face brightened with happiness.

“Now come, girls. Sit near this heap of clothes.
Give them when the time for birth comes,” said the
aunt and showed them the clothes heap. Mya Khin
dared not look at her mother who was about to give
birth, so she left the room. Only Aye Hla remained
calmly near the heap of clothes.

The midwife went close to the patient and
examined her.

“Please lie down for a while. Labour time is
coming.”

Aye Hla saw the midwife pull out the child as
she was saying so. There was a sudden stir in Aye
Hla’s breast. Although she was feeling happy and sorry
at the same time e\\md did not know what to take hold
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of, Aye Hla was handing the clothes, one after another.
Which the midwife had asked for.

The entire household of Mya Khin was relieved
and happy with the child’s cries.

Aye Hla came out of the room and said, “It is
not difficult to do midwife work. I will probably
become a midwife when I grow up.”

But Mya Khin laughed and said, “Aha, you feel
grand after having seen just once. Don’t you also
loathe it?”

“What is there to loathe? The midwife says it is
natural.  have just given the clothes for your mother.
Now, I am leaving. Grandma will be waiting for me.”

Aye Hla was coming light-heartedly to her
house after she had taken of Mya Khin. On the way
she met with Ah Too who was running toward her.

“Hey, Ah Too, what has happened?”’

“Zeema has come back, Ah Ma. [ went in search
of Zeema and found her in the small hut in the
compound over there. She was crying noisily because
she could not get the kittens out. So I had to carry
her home.”

“Why can’t Zeema kitten? Now, come quick,”
Aye Hla said, hurrying up to the house with Ah Too.
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Zeema was crying hoarsely because she was
having great pain, her eyes sunk deep in the sockets.

“It is pitiful, Ah Ma. We don’t know what to
do,” said Ah Too.

“The cat is about to kitchen. Look, “Aye Hla
said, lifting Zeema gently. She then saw two little
legs peeping out. The kitten’s legs were still. Aye Hla
stared at them, saying to herself, “It would be good
if the midwife from Mya Khin’s house were here.”
Zeema was crying and crying and straining herself.
Looking at Zeema with pity in her heart, Aye Hla
remembered Mya Khin’s mother’s child-birth, and
seemed to see what the midwife did. She felt with
her hand the suffering Zeema’s stomach and found
three kittens pushing one another. She did not know
what to do, as she was feeling with her hand, and found
that the first kitten could not come out because it
was coming out with legs first.

Alittle later, Aye Hla tore out a piece of rag and
wrapped her fingers just as the midwife put on the
gloves. After having wrapped up all the five fingers,
she gently felt Zeema’s stomach with her left hand,
and then gently pulled the kitten’s legs with the same
left hand. The kitten came out easily.
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When the kitten was outside, Zeema made a
hoarse cry and strained herself with all her strength,
and another kitten came out. When the lastkitten was
born. Zeema did not cry any more. She licked her
three kittens and slowly closed her eyes. The kittens
were making a lot of noise.

“Come, Aye Mya and Ah Too. Zeema has already
kittened.”

Aye Hla shouted loudly. Aye Mya and Ah Too
rushed in.

“Hey, Zeema has kittened.”
“Ya! S0 beantiful! They are white ones.”

Aye Mya and Ah Too were so cheerful.

“That’s what I have done for Zeema’s birth.”

Aye Hla said with satisfaction and was gazing at
the kitten whose legs she had pulled out. She was
feeling happy and sorry at the same time so much so
that tears welled up in her eyes. She had been seeing
in her mind the midwife at Mya Khin’s mother’s
confinement.

“I will become a midwife when I grow up. I must
get nursing training,” she said to herself with
satisfaction.

a
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LITTLE COURIER. TARTEE

Maung Cho was the son of farmer U San and
Daw Mei in Khindan village. He was a student of the
Khindan Primary School, so he had to walk about a
mile from the farm-yard to the village school. Maung
Cho used to help his parents in farm work after
reading his lessons.

One day after he had helped his father in the
field, Maung Cho was coming to his farm-house
when, on the way beyond the stubby part of the field,
he missed a step and fell. He could not get up, so his
father ran to him and pulled him up. Maung Cho cried
and said, “It pains much, father. I can’t walk; please
carry me to the farm house.” U San knew that his son
had hurt his leg, so he carried him on his shoulders
to his farm-house Maung Cho could not move
because his leg still hurt, so a physician in the village
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was called. The physician said, “Maung Cho has
broken his leg. Don’t take it lightly. Take him to the
hospital in the town and get a cure.” U San and his
wife were anxious about Maung Cho and took him to
Myintha, a town eight miles off Khindan village, on
the same night by boat.

When they arrived at Myintha they hospitalized
Maung Cho. After he had examined Maung Cho’s leg,
the head doctor said, “It will take two months at least
to cure this boy’s leg. Leave him in the hospital.”
Maung Cho’s parents left him at the hospital and
returned to the village.

The head doctor at the Myintha hospital gave
the boy a careful treatment. Maung Cho’s leg had
improved day after day. As his leg had been put in
plaster, the time for Maung Cho to lie in bed had
exceeded one month. As he had to be lying in bed,
Maung Cho’s parents came from the village often to
look in at him.

When it was over one month and about two
months, the doctor came and pulled Maung Cho by
the arm-pit and asked him to rise. When he was asked
to stand on his legs, Maung Cho found that he could
stand without any pain. The doctor said to him, “You
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can leave the hospital after one week.” Maung Cho
went around during that week to look at the patients
who were hospitalized. As he could walk, he would
not stay idle but went around to look at the patients,
and while looking at the patients he used to be
thinking.

As it was good that the hospital of Myintha,
though small, was full of patients, Maung Cho had
feelings of emulation. He had a desire to treat people
who were ill so that they might become well. He
wanted to become a doctor when he grew up.

On the day Maung Cho was to leave the hosp-
ital, the doctor came in and applied ointment to his
leg. Maung Cho sat down and kowtowed the doctor,
his benefactor, who gave him treatment so that his
leg became as good as it had been. Then he said: “My
leg has become as good as before because you, my
uncle, have cured it. I will not forget your good deed.
I wish I could have the skill of treating patients, as
you have done, when I grow up”.

Looking at the smart boy, the doctor said, “Yes,
that’s good. You can become a doctor like me. Try to
pass the tenth standard at least. Then you can continue
your education at the medical school. Now, my
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nephew, you can go.”

When Maung Cho got back to his village, he
had to work hard to catch up the lessons he had missed
at school for two months. When the examination
came, Maung Cho passed because he had worked so
hard. As he had scored good marks at the fourth
standard examination, Maung Cho was glad and
requested his parents to let him continue his school-
ing next year. He told his parents to let him move to
his uncle’s house in Myintha and continue his school
till he passed the seventh standard because there was
only a primary school in his village.

“I'want to stay on till I pass the seventh standard,
and then [ want to try to pass the tenth standard, father.
The uncle at the hospital said I could study to become
adoctor after passing the tenth standard,” Maung Cho
said.

Maung Cho’s mother did not want her son to
continue at school. “Oh, son, you have learned the
letters after passing the fourth standard. You should
work in the field when you grow up. Your father
doesn’t have any help,” she said.

Maung Cho went on making the request
repeatedly for continuing his schooling. As his father
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so eager to continue his education, he said, “If you
want to get education so much I will send you before
long to my brother’s house in Myintha and entrust
you to him. It is not like living with your parents.
You will have to work hard only to get education.”

Maung Cho came to Myintha by boat together
with his father just before the opening of school. He
could attend school regularly and study his lessons
daily because he had an uncle to live with in Myintha.
Although he was staying at his uncle’s house, he
helped in the house work, as he did in his own home.
The whole household loved him because he was a
smart boy and as a boy, he performed his duty
promptly. Three years later, just before the seventh
standard examination he sent a letter to Khindan
village. When his mother received his letter which
said that he would come back to the village after the
examination, she sent a reply to his uncle. “When
son, Maung Cho, come back, please send him with
good travelling companions. There is the danger of
insurgents on the way. Come by the boat which is
safe and reliable.”

Maung Cho’s uncle received the letter, and one
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day after the examination, he searched for a reliable
boat and sent back Maung Cho by that boat in the
evening. The boat was that of farmer U San’s friend
living in the same village as Maung Cho’s, who was
returning after shopping in the town.

It was already midnight when the boat, rowing
slowly in the river, reached midway. As there was no
moon, the boatman rowed under the light of stars,
and Maung Cho helped him in the rowing. Soon,
“Bang”, areport of a gun, was heard from the bank of
the river. Maung Cho and others were surprised but
they continued rowing when another gun report was
heard from the bank not far from them. Also an order
shouted from that place, “Hey, the boat in the river,
stop!” While the rowing was stopped for a while,
another order was heard, “Hey, row the boat to the
bank. “So, all the people in the boat were in fear as
they had to row the boat to the bank. When the boat
neared the bank, they saw clearly about ten men
standing on it.

“Hey, people in the boat, stand up, all you!” they
said, and all stood up. “What have you brought? Give
all you have”, they said and all that they had brought
in the boat was given up. After saying, “Now, all of
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you sit down!” one of them saw Maung Cho “Come
here” he said Maung Cho was afraid and said with
trembling voice, “Please spare me sir.” The insurgent
said, “Hey, come when I say come. We have been
looking for such young fellows like you.”

Then the owner of the boat put in a word. “Please
spare him, sir,” he said, “He s the boy who is going
back to his parents after the school is closed. His
parents will be worried when they come to know of
it.” The insurgent said, “Oh, why should they worry?
Come, follow me. There are many school boys like
you with us. You will meet them when get there.”
Then they took away Maung Cho.

Maung Cho went with them in fear, and after
going for some distance, he knew that they wereina
forest. As it was nearly dawn, he could not know where
they had been. When he was tired from walking, it
was clear daybreak. He knew that the insurgents were
entering their camp in the deep forest. Maung Cho
saw, as they were entering the camp area, about
twenty boys of his age digging the earth with pick-
axes although it was early morning. He noticed that
they school boys were clad in rags and that they were
working with sad faces. The insurgents took Maung
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Cho to hut which was occupied by their leader. In the
hut when the insurgent leader saw Maung Cho, he
said, “Hey, a young boy! Yes, what’s your name?”
Maung Cho had an idea suddenly and said, “My name
is Tartee, Uncle.”

“Aha, so smart! We have been wanting to have
such a young fellow like you. Hey give this boy
something to eat, ’the insurgent leader ordered. After
the insurgents had fed Maung Cho, they shoved him
into a hut not far from the place where the school
boys were doing manual labour in the heat of the sun.

Maung Cho looked at the school boys from the
hut. He knew that the school boys had to work in the
heat of the sun without stopping, and when they were
fed, they had to eat only meager meals. He knew that
they had been duped by the insurgents. In the late
evening an insurgent came to him and fed him. Then
he said to Maung Cho, “You will be called in by the
insurgent leader.” Maung Cho could not eat his meal.
He was sad at the thought of how much his parents at
home would be worried about him.

Maung Cho’s parents were much distressed
when they came to know, when the boat arrived, that
Maung Cho was captured by the insurgents. Daw Mei,
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Maung Cho’s mother, prayed before the Buddha’s
image that Maung Cho would come back safely to
his parents.

Maung Cho received orders to sleep during the
night on the outside of the insurgent leader’s hut.
While he was about to go to sleep on the outside of
the hut, he was told to go and see the insurgent leader,
and so he simply rose to follow the man.

When he arrived inside the hut he found the
insurgent leader sitting grandly. He said to Maung
Cho, “Hey, boy Tartee. I have something to ask you
to do. Do or I will cut off your head.” Although
Maung Cho was afraid, he pretended not to be, and
said, “I will do whatever you ask me to do, Bogyi.”

“Yes, that’s it. I have something for you to do
for our group. That is, to go to a village and give a
letter. You will be sent to that village by my men. All
right, I am pleased to know that you can go. You will
sleep the whole night tonight. I will call you
tomorrow and tell you the programme. Hey, send this
boy back,” he ordered his man. The man took Maung
Cho back to the outside and left him at his bed.

Maung Cho was lying on his bed and was not
able to think of the way to escape from the hands of
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the insnrgents. He became sad when he saw an
insurgent standing guard at a distance with a gun on
his shoulder. At that moment he heard a faint crowing
of a cock at some distance and thought that their place
was not far from the living quarters of people. But
Maung Cho found it impossible to make an escape.
He knew that the camp was heavily guarded.

At about midnight, as he could not sleep, Maung
Cho looked around. There was a circular enclosure
with a bamboo fencing very far from the place where
he was lying, When he saw the school boys in deep
sleep, the boys who had been working hard the whole
day since the morning, he felt sad. He looked at the
school boys and thought “How can I manage to save
them?”

But he could not save even himself and it look-
ed as if he would have to give in. He was looking for
the moment when the guard was lax in his alertness.
Soon he came to know that there was a change of
guard. Maung Cho looked at the guard walking to and
fro with his gun on his shoulder and crawled quietly
along the dark shades toward the place of the school
boys. The guard did not see him. When he got near
the school boys he found some of them were not
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asleep but were just lying down, so he went near them.
They knew that Maung Cho was coming to them and
'so were watching him. They asked him in a whisper,
“How did you come here?”

Maung Cho said, “I was captured on my return
home. How were you captured?” The school boy said,
“We were not captured. We followed them because
we were duped. They came into the village disguised
and organized young men like us. How could we want
to carry on with our lessons in school? We followed
them because we were told that our parents and
families would be well off. But when we got here...”
They stopped at that continued only when Maung Cho
asked to continue. “When we got here they cruelly
forced us to do hard work. When they went out to
make an attack, they placed us in front of them. Those
of us who were thus killed are not few,” they said
sadly. One other boy said, “That’s it. Now we find it
impossible to run away. Living here is like living in
hell. It’s difficult.

After listening to them, Maung Cho said, “Don’t
be disappointed. We will have to try and get to a safe
place one day.” Then he returned to his place before
the guard found out. He pondered upon this matter




wopofionbelsl  wgrglglogep: 99

without end till it was clear daybreak. He was thinking
and staring because he did not know how to save
himself while pitying the school boys who were in
trouble.

When the day broke, the insurgents put the
school boys to hard labour as they did yesterday,
harder than the boys could do. Maung Cho was
unhappy, looking at the boys hard at work. In the
evening after feeding him, Maung Cho was taken to
the insurgent leader. When he entered the insurgent
leader’s hut, he saw four or five men conferring with
one another. The insurgent leader said, “Hey, Tartee,
come here. Note my words carefully. You must drink
the water of loyalty so that you would loyally do what
we ask you to do. Now repeat after me.” He asked
him to repeat his words, holding a cup of water.

Maung Cho repeated after him, saying, “I,
Tartee, will do loyally whatever Bogyi asks me to
do. IfI don’t obey and break the trust, may I suffer
from the dangers from sword, spear, fire, water...
etc.” When he felt fear in his chest as he was repeating
fearful oaths. Maung Cho said to himself, “Oh, I am
Maung Cho and the one who is saying these things is
Tartee.” Thus he made himself bold.
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After taking the water of loyalty, the rebel
leader said, “Ay, that’s right. You will take this letter
and give it to the man with whom we have made an
appointment. Look at this photo. You search for this
man in the village and give him the letter withoutany -
person’s knowledge. After that you can go where you
like to go. You must be very careful and secure. If you
break the trust you will suffer. Make a note of that”
Then he sent a man along with Maung Cho.

On leaving the rebel camp, the rebel who came
along with him blind-folded him. Maung Cho had
been going all night and all day and he knew that it
was evening. It was not so hot as in the midday, and
the sun’s heat had decreased. So he knew that it was
evening. Maung Cho made a mental note of the five
bridges they had passed over, the smell of the forest
and fields, and the streams they had crossed. When
evening came, the man took off the cloth from his
face. “Go to the village you see over there. Hand the

Jetterto him, Now, I will go,” he said and turned away
suddenly.

Maung Cho looked at him till he disappeared
from his sight, and then before he went into the
village, he opened the envelop and read the letter.
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He knew that Myintha town would be attacked within
five days and that the man must send word to the
rebels and make everything ready for the attack.
Maung Cho was walking with a trembling heart when
he met with an old man coming back from the pagoda.
Maung Cho asked the old man, “Grandfather, please
direct me to the office of the village tract committee
if there is one. I have an urgent case.” The old man
said, “Yes, there is the office. Come along, my grand-
son,” and took him to the office. Maung Cho hid the
letter in his pocket and arrived at the office of the
village committee.

Maung Cho showed the letter to the village
committee members and told them about all he had
found out. After reporting to the authorities concern-
ed and came to know that the rebels in Shaukpinchan
forest were planning an attack on the town of Myin-
tha. When they heard what Maung Cho had told them
about the five bridges and the fields and the smell of
the trees and flowers, they knew the place more
definitely.

Five days later, they made prepations for the
attack and spread out the forces toward the place
which Maung Cho had mentioned, and at last they
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came upon the rebels’ headquarters. The rebels who
knew that the government forces had arrived,
defended themselves with the school boys placed in
front of them as a sort of an earth breastwork. So the
troops had to make an attack in a U-shape.

As the rebels were losing ground they retreated
gradually. Not one of the school boys was killed
because of the skilful attack by the troops of the

‘Tatmadaw. The school boys, thus freed,. Begged
pardon of the Tatmadaw. The officer of the Tatma-
daw said, “It doesn’t matter We forgive you for having
been duped.” The boys were fed well.

The whole town of Myintha made no end of
their thanks to Maung Cho whose brave deed had
saved their town from the rebels’ attack and from
being set fire to by the rebels. The townspeople
honoured Maung Cho and promised to pay for the
medical education that Maung Cho had been wanting
to acquire.

Maung Cho’s mother praised her son saying,
“My son has achieved his purpose because he has
helped others and because of that he has come back

safely.”
o
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THE INDIVIDUALAND THE GROUP

Maung Khin dumped the water cans after he had
carried water early in the morning, looking annoyed.

His mother who was boiling water in the kitchen
looked at Maung Khin and asked, “What’s wrong, son,
in this early hour of the morning?”

“What’s wrong? Today, too, the drinking water
I scooped at the pond has again become muddy. Then,
the water level is getting lower and lower, mother.”

“It’s usual that the water gets scarce as summer
comes, son. Wait and fetch the water in the middle
ofthe pond.”

While his mother was saying so, Maung Khin
muttered to himself, “Ah, yes. Water has become
muddy because that fellow had bathed his cattle on
the bound of the pond.”

“Who, eh? Did you see Po Te bathing the cattle.
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«[ didn’t see him this morning, but as the water
was found to be muddy it must have been that he did
it, mother. He’s getting smart, saying the pond is in
his father’s field. I can carry water only once this
morning, mother. I’ll go for another round only in
the evening.”

Maung Khin, the eldest son of the widowed
mother, was helping her in house hold chores after
he had sat for the seventh standard examination. His
father who had all his life been working on his fields
had died when his youngest daughter Mi Su was still
an infant. The mother had since been bringing up the
four children by earning her living as a seller of
sundry goods at the village market-place. Maung
Khin went to school only after he had helped her set
up her shop in the morning. _

When summer came, Maung Khin carried two
water cans attached to other end of the yoke on his
shoulders from the village pond quite far from the
house to fill the pots from which water for drinking
and other domestic uses was taken. And this morning
he had come back from the pond feeling unhappy
because he had found the water in the pond muddy.

“When the people of the village come to get
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water from the pond, they won’t get it, mother,
because the water won’t become clear for quite some
time.”

When Maung Khin said so, his mother heaved
a sigh and said, “The pond has become like this since
the death of your father. Since then, there has been
hardly any one who repaired it.”

“Yes, mother, that is so. Aunty Ma Hla and others
have been saying that when my father was alive, he
was doing all the necessary repairs, and so the entire
village didn’t have to worry about both drinking and
domestic-use water during the summer. Why was
father repairing the pond without grum-bling,
mother?”

“Your father had decided to repair the pond
always during his lifetime. If there was a leakage in
the bund, he closed the leaking points. If moss and
weeds came up, he salvaged them. The reason for his
repairing the pond so often was that he came to know
that this pond was dug by his grandparents long, long
ago.”

“How am I related to my father’s grand parents,
mother?”’

“They were your great-grandparents, son. The
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idea is that your father continued to do the good work
done by his grandfather.”

“Then, mother, we have aduty to continue the good
work of our great-grandparents just as father did.”

“That’s so. Don’t depend too much on the
people of the village. Something could be done only
when one would go round and urge them to be alert.
I have been looking on without telling you about it
till now because you are still very young.”

“That isn’t quite so, mother. At the present time,
we young people are alert and have been doing many
things. In this case of the pond, the whole village
knows that Po Te has been so bad.”

“po Te is young, so he doesn’t understand. He
can become wise if you and your friends give him
lessons.”

“As for Po Te, mother, he is so arrogant. He
says that as the pond is in his father’s plothe ownsiit,
and doesn’t care for anybody.”

“That’s nonsense, son. The original owner had
dug this pond for people’s use. The pond isn’t Po
Te’s. It is owned by all. It is for all to work together
to repair it and use it. It is for all people.”

XXX
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When his mother had told him about the history
of the pond, Maung Khin went into the village, his
face bright and happy.

In the village, Maung Khin’s school-mates and
play-mates, Thein Sann, Net Kyaw, Myo Hla and San
Mya, all middle school students, used to meet under
the shade of the banyan tree near the gate of the
village. These students conferred with one another.

“Now the whole village will go without water.
People take water from the pond, but they don’t care
to do anything when the water gets low.”

Maung Khin let out his complaint. San Mya said
in support, “Yes, that is so. We have so many people,
in our house, and we have to go to the well in the
southern village to cart barrels of well water.”

“If my father had been alive, this wouldn’thave
been the case. Mother told me that father had all his
life repaired and looked after this pond because it
was dug by my great-grand parents.”

Net Kyaw, too, said, “Yes, since we have come
to knew that the water has become muddy, we have
to go to the southern village to get water with great
difficulty.”

“That’s because Po Te has been so bad. He gets
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up early in the morning and bathes his cattle at the
pond before letting them off to the grazing ground.
The water has become muddy because of him. Now I
can’t possibly carry water for my mother. As for
getting water in a barrel from the southern village, I
can’t do it because we don’t have a cart. That’s the
trouble.”
As Maung Khin was grumbling, Myo Hla, the
eldest in the group said, “If Po Te’s father, U Tun Tha
-doesn’t get angry and decides the case justly, we must
all work with unity. Now all of us must come here
before dawn.” After saying these last words, the
friends parted.
XXX

The village lay under the dim moonlight. The
crowing of cocks could be heard. The friends had
now been under the shade of the banyan tree. They
went out of the village one after another and lay low
on one side of the pound.

When it was nearly dawn, they saw a drove of
cattle driven from Uncle Tun Tha’s farm-house at the
edge of the wide field. They also saw Po Te behind
the cattle, with a bucket in his hand.
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The friends ran in a group up the bund of the
pond while Po Te was bathing the cattle. When Po
Te saw them come up so suddenly, he shouted, with-
out showing his agitation, “Hey, fellows, why have
you come to someone’s paddy field so early? Get
out now, all of you! This is my father’s paddy field.”
Maung Khin and friends were not frightened.

“Aha, we have come to your father’s field to
meet you. We have come to tell you now and here
that what you have been doing is unjust. Now there is
water shortage in the village. The whole village has
got to go to the southern village to get water in barrels
from the well with great difficulty. You are still
pretending not to know of it, and you are bathing your
cattle here. Look! How low the water has gone down.”

“Hey, Po Te, you have done so badly.”

“Po Te, do you think it is good to be doing
things as if you don’t care for the whole village,
saying this is your pond?”

When the friends shouted at him in cond-
emnation, Po Te shouted back foolishly:

“What? The pond in my father’s land is, of
course, my pond. I can do whatever I like with the
water in my pond. You are not concerned with it. Don’t
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come and make trouble. Go! Get away.”

* “Hey, fellow! What did you say? This pond is
yours, is it, eh? Ha, ha, ha! This pond was dug by my
great-grand father for the use of the whole village.
You have nothing to do with this pond even ifit is in
your father’s field. This pond belongs to the village.
Now, I’11 tell you this. Promise that you will not bathe
your cattle here in future. That’s all!”

Though Maung Khin had made it clear, Po Te
did not give in.

“Aha, why must I make that promise? Hey, if
you have courage, come forward, all of you.” When
he said so seriously and defiantly Net Kyaw and Thein
San who were quick in action rushed to Po Te.

As these boys were with sticks in their hands,
Myo Hla couldn’t look on. “Hey, fellows. What are
you going to do? Come back! You might be comm-
itting something. Hey, San Mya, hold them back!”
There was a stir, and the whole field was full of
noises.

As it was early morning, when Uncle Tun saw
them from the little hut at the edge of the field, he
ran toward them in great anxiety, shouting with
trembling voice, “Hey, wait! Stop! Tell me what’s the
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matter.” When they saw Uncle Tun, Net Kyaw and
Thein San who were running toward Po Te with sticks
in their hands stopped short.

“What’s the matter? Tell me. . . your Uncle Tun.”

“These are useless fellows, father. They were
hiding behind the bund of the pond to pick a fight
with me, and now they’ve stopped short because you
have come out,” Po Te said because he wanted to be
the first to report.

Uncel Tun turned to Maung Khin and others and
said, “Is that so? He is one and you are a group. Why
do you want to be so malicious?”

Maung Khin explained:

“It’s like this, Uncle Tun. There’s a shortage of
water in the village. Water has become muddy and
scarce because Po Te comes to this pond every day
to bathe his cattle. Dirt from the bodies of the cattle
has dropped into the water, and so it has become
impure. We have been imploring with him in the
interests of the village. But as Po Te did not concede,
the situation has got worse.”

Uncle Tun was not angry.

“Eh, the people of the village can’t use this water
for drinking; is that so? Uncle doesn’t know about it
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because uncle has not been to the village for quite
some time. Hey, Po Te fellow! So you have not
obeyed me. I told him, my nephews, that if the cattle
needed bathing he should go to that stream and bathe
them there. This fellow is a lazy one.”

When the boys came to know that Uncle Tun
was convinced, Myo Hla said, “The pond will get
shallow, Uncle. The whole village has water diffi-
culty whenever summer comes. This year, water has
to be taken in barrels with great difficulty from the
southern village. It is necessary to repair the pond in
advance so that it may not happen like this next year.
That’s why we have come to see you, Uncle.”

Maung Khin also said, “Uncle Tun, we have
thought of doing something like this. I knew from
my mother only yesterday that this pond was dug by
my great-grand parents and was given to the village
in charity. So I have become more interested in it.
We have a duty to repair the pond.”

Uncle Tun said, “Oh, yes, you are Po Tha Ya’s
grandson. Yes, when your father was alive he used to
come to my field to reinforce the bunds of the pond
and scoop out water moss. He often made repairs of
the pond his father had dug. Now that he was gone,




wopofionbylsé  »grglgogyep: R

the whole village came to get the water from the pond
but none of the people would care to make repairs.”

Maung Khin continued, “We are awar of our-
duty to repair the pond whenever we come to get the
water but we have failed to tell you about this
because Po Te has been arrogant, saying ‘This pond
is mine!”

“Don’t count Po Te. I apologize to you for his
folly.”

“We have been meaning to tell you one day.
Please allow us to salvage this pond before the rains
come. We and our parents are afraid that this pond
may become shallow. The whole village is depending
on this pond Uncle.”

Uncle Tun’s face brightened.

“Ah, you all are clever boys. As for me, I have
long been waiting for the people to work together to
repair this pond. But...”

“What is it, Uncle? Please let us know.”

“It’s this, my nephews. Repairing this pond is
for the benefit of the village, but I can’t do the
repairing only by myself. If I tell the people of the
village, they may think that I urge for the repair of
this pond because it is in my field and the repairing
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is to be done in my interest. I am afraid to be
misunderstood.”

“That is not the attitude of the village, Uncle.
We know well. We have decided to repair the pond
after we have asked your permission because the pond
lies in your field. Now that we know your attitude,
we are greatly encouraged.”

“If that is so, you don’t need to ask my per-
mission. You can do as you like. Because I am greatly
pleased with you, young people of this page, I would
like to request you to link your hands with Po Te and
take him along with you in doing good work for the
people. Sadhu! Sadhu! Sadhu!”

a
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THE WISE PARROT

Long, long ago, in a large city a prince and a
princess were married.

Soon afterwards, the prince built a merchant-
ship and prepared to go out to sell the goods. He
sailed to a certain country with a crew of five hundred.

As the ship sailed down the river, it arrived one
day at an outpost town near a large country. A prince
governed the outpost town. The ship dropped anchor
at the harbor of the town to stop for the night,

When the night came, the prince who was the
governor of the outpost town, came aboard the ship
with gold and silver bars and casually hid them at the
fore of the ship and went up the shore.

When the ship was about to leave to continue
the journey at daybreak, the outpost prince came down
on the ship and forbade it to leave the shore. Then
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the prince asked: “Why are we forbidden?” and the
outpost prince said: “Last night in our palace gold
and silver bars were lost. We have to search your
ship. If they are found, no permission to leave will
be gronted, and action will be taken.”

The prince honestly allowed his ship to be
searched.

The outpost prince pretended to search here and
there, and brought out the gold and silver bars at the
place where he had hidden the night before and
showed them to the prince. Then he said: “Here are
the gold and silver bars that we have lost. As you all
are guilty we cannot allow you to leave.” So saying,
he had the prince and the five hundred sailors arrested
and put in prison.

When time had passed and the prince had not .
returned, the princess began to feel anxious. As she
thought that the prince had got into some trouble,
she had another ship built. Then she had her five
hundred maids dressed like sailors, and she had
herself dressed like a prince, and carrying with her
the parrot she had as her pet, set sail.

The princess had taught her five hundred mai-
ds the art of gold and silver smith. They sailed down
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you have in your country.”

“All right, If you are not at fault, we shall give
you what you want. If you are at fault, we will have to
seize you and ship according to the custom of our
town.” So saying, the outpost prince had the ship
thoroughly searched. As the outpost prince could not
find the gold and silver bars that he had left in the
ship, he lost the deal.

“Now, we didn’t find our property. You have won.
Please tell me what you want. But we cannot give at
once what you want. We will give you only after you
have stopped at our town for three more nights,” said
the outpost prince. “All right. We will stop,” said the
princess. After the outpost prince had gone back to
the palace, the princess consulted her five hundred
maids.

Princess: “The outpost prince is cunning. I think
that by asking us to stop here for three more nights
he wants to give us trouble. So in order to know how
they will try to give us trouble, is it not good to ask
the golden parrot to make enquiries?”

Maids: “That’s good, mistress. If the golden
parrot is sent to the palace at night, we will know.”

At night the princess sent the golden parrot to
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the palace. The golden parrot hid itself near the
parlour window and listened. At that time the outpost
prince and his close followers were conferring
secretly in the parlour.

Outpost prince: “The prince and the five
hundred sailors on the ship are very smart. They have
made our gold and silver bars into necklaces and
bracelets. They don’t seem to be men; they must be
women. So how best can we arrest them?”

One of the followers made a suggestion:

“If they are women, it is not difficult to arrest
them, my lord. We will take all of them to the garden
for a visit. Women like flowers very much. They will
surely pluck some flowers. Then we will arrest
them.”

The golden parrot went back to its mistress to
report the matter. The princess looked sad when she
heard the news from the golden parrot. The maids
were also sad. Then the intelligent golden parrot gave
a suggestion thus: “It is not difficult, mistress.
Tomorrow when they come to take you to he garden,
go within them. But please do not pluck a single
flower. If so, they will not dare accuse you of being
women.”



go g3

“Yes, the golden parrot’s suggestion is good.
You all come along with me to the garden. If you see
the flowers, far from plucking them, you must not
even gaze at them,” said the princess.

The princess was relieved of sadness at the
golden parrot’s suggestion. On the following day the
princess and the five hundred maids went to the
garden with the outpost prince and came back without
one single flower. So the outpost prince could not
catch hold of them.

At night the outpost prince and his followers
conferred again in the popular. The golden parrot
eavesdropped them.

Outpost prince: “They did not pluck one single
flower although they had seen various kinds. I don’t
know whether they are really men. How can they be
caught? Think up something, my dear followers.” |

Then one of the followers made another sugg-
estion.

“They must be taken to the great mountain in
the east of the town. The mountain is full of diamo-
nds and precious stones. No women can help pick-
ing up the diamonds and precious stones on this great
mountain when she sees them. If they are women,
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they will surely pick them. Isn’t this suggestion good,
Master?”

The golden parrot told its mistress about the
suggestion. The princess called her maids and said:
“Now, ladies, do you hear that? Tomorrow the out-
post prince will take all of us to the great mountain

where there are plenty of diamonds and precious
stones. You must not stop to pick them. If you do,
they will come to know that we are women and will
arrest us. So if you want to have these diamonds and
precious stones, stick sheets of was on your slippers.
When you get to that place, stamp your feet hard and
the diamonds and precious stones will stick to your
slippers.”

When on the following day they went along with
the outpost prince to the great mountain they did not
stop to pick the stones but they pressed their slippers
hard with their effect. So the outpost prince dared
not accuse them of being women. As the prince could
not yet catch them, he called his followers and said:
“My dear followers, today, too, we could not catch
them. So tomorrow we will take them to bathe in
magic lake outside the town. Although nothing
happens if men bathe in it, the water becomes red
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like blood if women bathe in it. If they are women,
water will become red at once when they get into it.
‘Then we will arrest them.”

The golden parrot reported fully to its mistress.

The maids were afraid to go into the magic lake
and bathe. The princess said: “Don’t be afraid. I will
try to get out of this difficulty. Just go along with the
outpost prince quietly when he comes to take you to
the lake.”

When on the following day they were taken to
the magic lake they went quietly. When they arrived
at lake, the princess said to the outpost prince: “Dear
Outpost Prince, we cannot bathe carelessly. If we
bathe at a well or in a lake in other people’s country,
we are likely to get itches all over the body. In order
that it may not happen we have to kill one hundred
each of chicken, pigs, ducks and fill their blood in
the lake, and then only we can bathe. Please allow us
to fill the lake with the blood of chicken, pigs and
ducks.” The outpost prince had to allow them.

So when the princess and the maids went into
the lake which was already red with the animal’s blood,
they could not be accused of women. The outpost
prince would not forgive them because he could not
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KYAW THU, BEAR-CONQUEROR
(A comic tale)

Long ago, there lived in a village a poor man
named Maung Kyaw Thu. He had to work hard for a
living.

One day when Maung Kyaw Thu was about to
leave for a village to earn a living there, the villagers
came to him and said: “Maung Kyaw Thu, be careful.
Many people have died now because a bear has been
ravaging around the capital city. The King will soon
be looking for a brave man to give areward to him
for destroying the bear. So, Maung Kyaw Thu, go with
care.”

Maung Kyaw Thu set out and, as his friends had
warned him, he came face to face with the bear.
Maung Kyaw Thu had in his hand only a small short
knife. When he saw the bear he turned and as he was
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about to run, he stepped into a cattle footprint and
fell. He was a man with the presence of mind. As he
fell he lay on this back with the knife held up on his
stomach. The bear rushed and sprang upon him and
was pierced dead by the upturned knife. Then Maung
Kyaw Thu got up and instead of continuing his
journey, he returned to his village carrying the dead
bear on his back.

The villagers welcomed him, enthusiastically
praising him “What a brave man Maung Kyaw Thu
is!” When the news reached the King’s ears Maung
Kyaw Thu was summoned to his presence. The King
then said: “Ministers and generals, no one had been
able to conquer this beer which had been ravaging in
the country. Now Maung Kyaw Thu has the courage
which cannot be compared with anyone’s, and he has
killed the bear. The bear had not been conquered by
anybody yet, and had killed all the people it had met.
Now it had to surrender to Maung Kyaw Thu.
Therefore, we bestow upon Maung Kyaw Thu thetitle
of “Kyaw Thu, the Bear Conqueror” and appoint him
to the position of a Hero.” So Maung Kyaw Thu went
into the King’s service and had to attend upon the
King.
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Alittle later, villagers assembled at the hit-taing
(complaint-post) and shouted their complaint so that
the officials in the capital city might hear it. They
cried: “Your Majesty, wild pigs have been playing
havoc on the crops in the fields. Please suppress this
ravage.” The King heard the complaint and summon
ned Hero Bear-Conqueror Kyaw Thu and said: “You
must go now to the villages and destroy the ravaging
wild pigs.”

Kyaw Thu came home and was looking sad
because he could not think of how to kill the wild
pigs. In fact, he had no education and was not really
brave. So when the faced a crisis he became miserable
because he could not think of a way our. His wife
knew this and asked him why he was looking sad.
Kyaw Thu told her about the king’s command. His
wife said: “If that is so, don’t be worried. It is not
difficult to overcome the wild pigs. Ask from the
Kink four bad men and four swords. When you get
them, go to the path the wild pigs used to come along
and put up a tall platform. You ask the four bad men
to stand under the platform and kill all the wild pigs
that come along. As for you, go up and sit on the
platform. Don’t be afraid of anything”




Kyaw Thu got the four bad men with swords and put
up the platform. He went up and sat on it. When the
night became dark the wild pigs came in groups and
were about to destroy the crops. The four bad men
under the platform killed all the wild pigs as ordered
by Kyaw Thu. Kyaw Thu on the platform was so afraid
that he dropped some shit.

At daybreak, after the wild pigs had been kill-
ed, the four bad men looked up at Kyaw Thu and said:
“How come, Bo Kyaw Thu? You didn’t fight the wild
pigs but you dropped shit from the platform.”

Kyaw Thu had an idea suddenly, “Aha, I dropped
shit supposedly to get the wild pigs come. But why
did you kill them when you were ordered merely to
catch them? The King will be angry with you. Now I
will give you a suggestion. Tell the King that the wild
pigs were killed by Bo Kyaw Thu; then only you will
escape from punishment.”

When they were in the presence of the King
the four bad men told the King that the wild pigs were
killed by Kyaw Thu. The King was pleased and
promoted Kyaw Thu to a higher position.

The villagers assembled again at the hit-taing
sometime later, and cried: “Your Majesty, robbers
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have been ravaging our villages. Save us from the
robbers.” When the King heard the complaint he
called up Kyaw Thu and said: ““You must suppress the
robbers who are ravaging the villages.”

Kyaw Thu went home, looking sad. He was ina
fix. His wife had an idea. “Don’t worry,” she said,
“Go and ask the King for a platoon of soldiers, a
rough horse and an understand sword.”

When Kyaw Thu got what was asked for, his
wife asked him to hold the sword in his hand and tie
himself to the horse tightly with a rope, and let the
horse go in front of the soldiers. The horse was
frightened by the soldiers and galloped off into the
forest. The horse rushed with such speed that it died
in the forest. Kyaw Thu cut the rope and left the dead
horse. He came under a banyan tree. As he was afraid
of wild beasts, he went up to the fork of the tree and
took a rest. When the night advanced Bo Kyaw Thu
saw the robbers coming from a distance, with fire
brands in their hands. He was afraid of them and hid
himself with the banyan leaves.

When the robbers came under the banyan tree
they distributed their loot among themselves and
cooked and then ate their meals. After having taken
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their meals, the chief robber said: “Hey, disciples.
Sleep with caution. At the capital city a brave man
called Bear-Conqueror Kyaw Thu has appeared. He
can come up from the earth and come down from
the sky. So be careful when you go to sleep.”

When the robbers were preparing to go to sleep,
Bo Kyaw Thu was so afraid that his hands holding
the branches of the banyan tree trembled and he fell
with the broken branches. The robbers were astoni-
shed, and as they stared at him, Kyaw Thu got an idea
and cried: “Hey, don’t run away. I am Bear Conqueror
Kyaw Thu so wellknown in the capital city. I have
come down from the sky to arrest you. All of you lie
low. Then he arrested the robbers and presented them
to the King.

The King wanted to give Bo Kyaw Thu pro-
motion to a still higher position. So he made Kyaw
Thu the Crown Prince.
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THE CLEVER RABBIT

In a forest, a tiger and an elephant discussed a
competition in making a roar. Before the competiti-
on was held, the tiger called up the animals of the
forest and said: “Friends, tomorrow the elephant and
I will compete in making a roar. When I make a roar
you all will please join me with you noises. When I
win and have the elephant’s flesh to eat I will share it
with you.”

On the following day the elephant came, and
the competition began. When the elephant made a
roar he had to roar by himself. So he could not roar
for a long time. When the tiger made a roar all the
animals of the forest joined in the roar. So the ele-
phant had to admit defeat. Then the tiger said to the
elephant: “Now, my voice is loud and long. You have
lost. When must I eat your flesh?” The elephant said:
“Please wait for the present. When the next seven days
have passed, come to this place to eat me.” Then they
parted.
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The elephatt was aftaid that after seven days he would
be eaten by the tiger, and so he sat on a hillock, looking
sad. He was afraid to die. He began to make plans to
escape from the tiger. He could not find any possible
way to escape. So he began to weep. His tears flowed
down like a little stream. At that time a rabbit came
to that place to eat water cresses. He wondered why
there was a little stream at that place. There had been
none there before, so he went along that stream. At
last he came upon an elephant who was weeping.

The rabbit went near the weeping elephant and
said: “Mr. Elephant, please tell me why you are weep-
ing.” The elephant said: “The tiger and I competed in
roaring, and tiger won. After seven days the tiger will
eat me. | am afraid to die, so I am weeping.” The
rabbit took pity on the elephant and said:"Don’tbe
afraid, elephant. Please cook a pot of porridge on
the day the tiger is coming to eat you. I will come
and save you.” Then he left.

Seven days later the elephant cooked a pot of
porridge and waited for the rabbit.

The tiger was glad that he was going to eat the
elephant’s flesh and so made a great roar which spread
all over the forest. At that moment the rabbit came
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near the elephant and whispered: “Friend Elephant,
please sit here. Please let me make a fire on your
head, and I will also wait for the tiger. When the tiger
comes, please answer to my questions. Don’t be
afraid.” Then he pretended to be cooking porridge
on the elephant’s head. __

Soon afterwards the tiger came with his animal-
followers of the forest to eat the elephant’s flesh.
When the rabbit saw the tiger he was churning the
pot with a ladle and said to the elephant: “Friend
Elephant, why has the tiger come?” The elephant
replied as instructed by the rabbit: “Friend Rabbit,
the tiger has come to eat my flesh.” When saying so,
the rabbit interrupted and said: “Huh!... I haven’t
enough of the porridge made out of your brain. I must
make a porridge of the tiger’s brain, so I will be full
and satisfied.” So saying the rabbit scooped the
porridge from the pot and pretended to eat the
elephant’s brain.

The tiger who had come to eat the elephant’s
flesh took the rabbit’s words seriously, and was
frightened. He then called his animals and fled.

)
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THE GOLDEN CRANE

The king of Banares had three sons. When the
three princess came of age their father, the King, sent
them to Taxila to acquire an education. Whey came
back from Taxila the youngest prince had acquired
the art of music. The King was happy when the
youngest son entertained him with musical perfor-
mance. So the King ordered him to ask for anything
he wanted. _

The young son said to his father, the King, that
he wanted to live in an ivory palace and that he wanted
to be permitted to hold a musical performance party
with the princes from the seven countries. The King
got a forest cleared and an ivory palace built for the
young son. He got a garden made around the palace
and flowers planted and many kinds of birds bred.
The young prince was one who took a great delight
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in beauty and was happy. He spent his days playing
music with the princess of the seven countries.

One day when the prince was playing music he
began to feel that the musical sounds were not the
sweetest. A desire sprang up in him to hear the
sweetest sound in the world. The little parrot which
he had kept in the palace knew his thought and
suggested: “My Lord Prince, please enquire the
hermit on the Himalaya mountain about the sweetest
sound in the world.” Accordingly, the prince went to
the hermit on the Himalaya mountain and enquired
about it.

The hermit said: “Prince, you Wlll not find the
sweetest sound if you search in your find the sweetest
sound if you search in your place. Go round the world
and make a search.” The Prince did not know where
to find the sweetest sound. He left the palace to
search for it in the world.

He roamed all the countries; he had beentoall
the forests and all the mountains. But he had not heard
the sweetest sound. Many days and months had
passed. He was greatly disappointed, and came back
to his ivory palace. When he was taking rest, the
parrot came and asked: “My Lord Prince, have you
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heard the sweetest sound?” The prince replied: “No,
I haven’tI am feeling sad because I don’t know where
to find it.” Then the parrot said: “My Lord Prince,
please don’t feel sad. You will soon hear it. Just wait
two months.”

Two months later, the parrot said: “It is now two
months. My Lord Prince, please come with me. We
will go to the forest far away from people.” So
saying, the parrot flew in front of the prince who was
riding on horseback. They got to the heart of the
forest. The forest was so deep that they could not
know whether it was day or night. Sometimes they
heard the roar of a tiger. Sometimes they heard the
roar of a lion. Sometimes they heard the hiss of a
snake. At night the prince and the parrot slept on the
top of a tree.

When they awoke, a cock crowed in the forest.
The prince who had never heard a cock crow asked
the parrot: “This is a sweet sound. What do you call
it?” The parrot said: “This is the sound of a cock who
crows for all to know the time, Prince. It is not so
sweet.”

They continued their journey after drinking
from a stream, and as they crossed from one forest
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to another they could see the sun’s light. When they
went forward, they came to a large lake. The lake
was full of water. Padomma and other lotus flowers,
white, red and violet were in bloom, spreading their
sweet smells. Butterflies and bumble bees were
flying among the lotus flowers.

The parrot took the prince to the lake. They were
delighted to see the surface of clear water and the
lotus flowers. At that happy moment the prince heard
a very sweet sound. He looked to the place from
where the sound came and said to the parrot: “Hello:
How sweet! Are there sweet sounds in the lotus
flowers?”

The parrot said: “My Lord, this sweet sound is
not from the lotus flowers. Look there, sir! The sweet
sound comes from them,” and pointed at a pair of
cranes which are making sweet sounds while eating
lotus seed-pods.

“What are those birds? They make a very sweet
sound. I have now heard the sweetest sound. I have
never heard it before,” said the prince gladly.

“They are called cranes, sir,” replied the parrot.

o
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BELLE MAKADOE

Once upon a time, there lived in avillage atthe
foot of a mountain a young man named Maung Po
Khin. One day the put the oxen to cart and waited for
some travelling companions to go to the pagoda
festival on the mountain.

Alittle later, Maung Po Khin saw a man coming
toward him. Po Khin said to him: “My friend, where
are you going? What’s your name? If you want to go
to the pagoda festival on the mountain, please come
with me in my cart.” The man said: “My name is
Maung Po Yin. I cannot yet go with you to the
mountain. I have an appointment with my girl early
tonight. If you want me as a travelling companion,
please wait till tomorrow.” And he left.

Again, a little later, another man come along.
Maung Po Khin said to him: “Where are you going,
my friend? What is your name? If you want to go to
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the pagoda festival on the mountain will you come
with me?” Then the man said: “My name is Maung
Po Tin. I cannot go with you to the mountain. To-
night at the time when the elders go to bed I have to
go to meet my girl. So if you want me to go to the
mountain with you, please wait till tomorrow.” And
he left.

Then again, a little later, another man came
along. Maung Po Khin said to him: “Look here, my
friend. Where are you going? What is your name? If
you want to go to the mountain, my cart is ready for
you Come with me.” The man said: “My name is
Maung Po Hmin. I want to go with you to the
mountain but tonight at midnight my sweetheart made
an appointment with me, and I must go to see her. So
if you want me as a companion, please wait till
tomorrow.” And he was about to leave him. Then
Maung Po Khin said: “If that is so, I too have an
appointment with my girl at dawn. So we will all go
together tomorrow cheerfully.” And they parted
company.

On the following day, in the early morning,
Maung Po Khin waited for his friends, carrying the
lungch packet which his girl had given him. Soon his
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three friends came, each carrying a lunch packet. The
four friends went up to the mountain to the pagoda
festival in Maung Po Khin’s eart. At about noon, after
roaming the festival, they locked for a place to sit
down to lunch. They went under the shade of alarge
tree and while resting, they opened their lunch
packets. First, when Maung Po Khin opened his lunch
packet, they found rice with one-quarter of chicken
roast giving out good smell.

Then Maung Po Yin opened his lunch packet.
They found rice with one-quarter of fried chicken.
Then Maung Po Tin opened his lunch packetand found
rice with one-quarter of broiled chicken. Then Maung
Po Hmin opened his lunch packet and found rice with
one-quarter of chicken curry. The four friends looked
at their lunch packets in wonder.

Then Maung Po Khin took the four pieces and
joined them, and strangely enough, they found the
shape of a cock. \

Maung Po Khin thought fora while and turned
to Maung Po Yin and asked: “By the way, where is
your sweetheart from? Please let me know.” Maung
Po Yin said: “My girl is from Zayityoe.” When asked:
“What is her name?” he replied. “Her name is Belle
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MaKadoe.”

Then turning to Maung Po Tin he asked: “Where
is your girl from? What is her name?”’, Maung Po
Tin replied: “My girl is a native of Zayityoe village.
Her name is Belle Ma Kadoe.”

Then turning to Maung Po Hmin, Maung Po
Khin asked: “Where is your sweetheart from? “What
is her name?” Maung Po Hmin replied: “My
sweetheart is a girl from Zayityoe village. Her name
is Belle Ma Kadoe.” A small bird on a branch over
their heads sand sweetly:

The village is Zayityoe,

The belle’s name is Ma Kadoe,

And her morals are low.

The four friends looked up at the bird, and Maung
PoKhin said: “Look! Even the little bird knows about
MaKadoe. We, humans, are attracted by her beauty
and do not know her wiles. Ma Kadoe beguiles us as
much as she is beautiful. And only now we know.
Come, friends. We will go together to this wily
woman and give her a good lesson. Let’s gonow.” So
saying, Maung Po Khin and his friends went down
from the mountain.
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