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Paragu, Paragon of prose

MYANMAR boasts large numbers of writers and journal-
ists who have translated novels, short stories and articles
from English, and a few who have even translated novels
from Chinese into Myanmar. But there is only one writer
who has translated books from Hindi into Myanmar.

He is U Hla Kyaing, popularly know as Paragu’
(the expert) one of the most accomplished and respected
writes and translators to be produced by this country in
halfa century.

Aged 79- years, and still a confirmed bachelor,
Paragu is as hale and hearty as ever, moving about like a
young man and still possessed by the burning urge to write.
He has published more than 100 books, most of them nov-
els painstakingly translated from Hindi.

This number also includes biographies of some of the
most prominent member of the sangha (monk order) of
Myanmar and other countries. It would be rare indeed to
find a work or Paragu's that has not been adjudged by
critics to be of high literary quality.

Indeed, almost all of the books the typically Iucid and
polished Paragu has written and translated have become
best-sellers.
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The most prominent of his works include; Buddha
Sagar (Words of Buddha),

Dhamma Sagar (Teachings of Dhamma), The Bud-
dha Dairy, Thardaw Yarhula (Son Rahula), Bawa Kha-yi-the
(life traveller), and Bagan Kha-yi-the (Traveller to Bagan).

Paragu won a gold mendal for literature from the
Hindi Literary Association of Myanmar in 1967, and the
national literary award for his Gori in 1986.

The great man's personal values and his ideas on re-
ligion dominated the discussion when Myanmar Times paid
aprivileged visit recently.

“Giving is the time I enjoy most,” he said.

When you are giving, you must not hope for any kind
of return favour, any kind of reward. If you hope for some-
thing, it is not parahita (the interests of others).

“There is another Pali word which has an even deeper
meaning for me lawkahita. It means serving the intersets
of mankind, not just a few persons., but a broader social
service. It is amuch deeper, wider and nobler term.”

For Paragu, lawkahita has meant spending much of
his income supporting poor children and students, helping
them to continue their schooling and paying for their medi-
cal treatment.

“If humanitarianism and people's social service ide-
als (parahita and lawkahita) are weak, then we may say
that the world's standard of culture is lagging far behind
the progress achieved in the fields of science and technol-
ogy.

“I think that youths can do much more parahita work
than order people because they are more energetic, more
active, less self-seeking.”
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Paragu was equally as passionate on the subject of
religion.

“ 1 think the time for religions to clash over this or
that is past. Now is the time, with globalisation making
itself felt everywhere, that all the religions in the world
should leave aside what divides them and join hands in
whatever work they can do to foster peace in the world.
Parahita and lawkahita can be their common platform in this
regard,” he said.

Among his most prominent public service roles Saya
Paragu has served as a member of the Theravada Buddhist
Central Missionary Board, as Vice- Chairman of the
Myanmar Literature Promotion Society, Chairman of the
Tagore Association of Myanmar, and as Chairman of the
Hindi Literature Association of Myanmar.

He remains, as ever, a cheerful, gregarious and opti-
mistic man who never fails to strike a strong rapport with
all writers, young and old.

A moderate even in his eating and drinking, he as-
pires to live a long life committed to doing his parahita
work and writing books that serve to illuminate truth and
fairness and uplift the spirits ofhis readers.

Myanmar Times
19-25, February, 2001
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