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A Myanmar Lhooks at Others

By looking at others one may discover one-self. In this
pious hope the author looks at-the way other people live,

work and play, taking note of differences as well as simi-" .

larities with the Myanmar’s. This naturally involves ir-
relevant generalisations about the so-called national char-
acter the very concept of which is stilt under dispute

among sociologists. Ir anticipation of the ensuing con-

troversy, beginning with questions aof protocol, the author
describes thg peoples he has visited, in random order.
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Waltzing Hatilda

An Australian friend of mine joined the Navy during the
War because he wanted to see the World. Instead he was
posted to an offshore island for, the rest of the War to
guard against a possible Japanese invasion. However, after

.the War, probably as a compensation, he was sent to the

United States and later to Britain as a representative of
the Australian Treasury, After several years abroad he fell |
homesick and asked for a transfer back home. The story
of my friend illustrates a typical Australian ambivalence
arising out of physical isolation from and spiritual affin-

ity towards the lands of his ancestral origin.

Fortunately to assuage this expatriate feeling,
Captain James Cook had brought an his ship Endeavour
several kegs of brandy when he landed-at Botany Bay in
1770. When that supply ran out, veterans of the First Fleet
made top {ermentation beer out of the first crop of spare
grain. Since this was not sufficient to quench the Big
Thirst, West Indian rum was shipped in via London and
cnjoycd'a better standing as currency than the coinage
then in circulation. When New South Wales Governor
Bligh had the audacity to seize two illicit stills belonging
to Jaimes Macarthur in 1808, the rum-sodden soldiers of

i the New South Wales Corps staged a Rum Rebellion and!

promptly arrested (he tyrant.
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Imported rum was soon replaced by local beer as ™~

the Big Spit with holels and later the old rubbidy (-dub)
as well as-the venue for its consumption. { found it an
exhilarating as well as an intQxicating cxperience to par-

ticipate in the Six O’clock Swill when é PM closing was .
still enforced in those establishments crowded with tired

and thirsty workers on their way home from offices and

factories. The idea was to imbibe as much as possible -

before the closing hour. At ten to six, a bell would ring
and out came all the available change on the counter

gclassic.com
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lian element has no doubt added a little colour and ex-
citement to an otherwise staid if healthy Irfc of a sports-
man nation.

Unhike the Myanmar who took to soccer, the
Australian took to cricket and can now beat the former
coach at his own game. [t 1s a well-known fact that ubig-
uitous tennislawns and sea beaches of the Sunshine Con-
tinent have produced champion tennis players and swim-
mers. What is not so well known however is the fact that

‘Australia had contributed.more than her fair share of tung-

which would then be laden with beer glasses thus paid for
. before sales ceased officially.

bl powCr to the world of music, from Dame Nellic Melba to

I_I_ﬂ==ll_

P21 Joan Sutherland. A limited domestic market of 13 million

Since consequences of this condensed drinking

were abundantly visible, drinking hours were recently
extended to 10 PM, or even beyond'in some places. But |

this has apparently made drinking lose its former brazen

rebelliousness and Australian drinkers have been edged:
out into a shame-faced fifth position tn the world tog in -, |

beer consumption by the Germans, the Czechs, the Bel-

gians and the Luxembourgers, the last with the assistance’ |
of parched tourists. Another consequence is the current-
upswrge of interest in wine, ldcal varieties of which, "
produced from irrigated crops, are indeed very good. -

Australian wine is now beginning to travel despite the
typical Australian reluctance to publicize it. '

However it is not only the excellent beer and wine

that Australians out of typicat modesty would not publi-

cize, but the whole range of their achievements - from a i
very high standard of wages and living, to 2 comprehen- .
sive social welfare scheme, to an efficient and indepen-

dent public service, since good wine needs no bush. ‘Aus-

-tralia today attracts an inflow of about 150.000 :mmggmnts -

a year, a substantial proportion of them coming from

. South European countries. This Latun and Balkarl Atls(ra- '

has no doubt been conducive to a flight of artistic talent
(Novel Prize winner Patrick White excluded) to the rest
of English speaking world. Movic industry is almost non-
existent while the Melbourne theatre is constantly geared
to London and Broadway. The recent opening of the.

' spectacular Opera House m Sydnéy by Queen Elizabeth

should-however be, & signal for a more tru}y Iwo-way
fraffic of culture in the future.

Physical isolation also applies to within the Down

«Under itself, where Christmas is celebrated on the beach.

While two-thirds of the population live in the south-east-
ern tip of the-island continent, the remaining third live in
places separated hundreds of miles {rom it and from one
another. Then there i5 the vast arid outback to all these
sea-facing cities and their hinterland. In Australia the
distances are so great one takes airplanes as one takes
bitses elsewhere.

What unifies-this scattered immigrant natien, liv-
ing on the largest space island in the world, is not the com-
mon language. Because, whilc English alone is spoken,
actually it is a two accent nation, one aécent being heard

on the public address systems and the other heard in the
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street, one heard from its representatives abroad and the
other heard from people back home. Instead 1t is war
service abroad that has produced the Ausiralian matey
spirit, the equivalent of thc Nyanmar's yebaw-seitdat
which unifies that martjal race -popularly known abroad
as the Aussies. “Hello, mate” is the Australian answer to
the “Hi, fella™ social democracy of the Americans.

American influence is most evident in Sydncy
whaese traditional rivalry with Victorian Melbourne has
caused the capital of the Commonwealth to be built up
in Canberra situated in between them. Built up is the right
word because it was there that | had seen for the first time
a bridge with no water undemcath in a brand new dug-
up lake.

Both the matey: Australian man and his shy and
freckled mate (the Australian sun again!) are devoted to

horse-riding and horse-racing Hence 'the old gibe, no .

‘longer justified, that the Australian lyre is strung with
horse hair. On Melboume Cup day life in the whole of

Austraiia apparently comes to a stand-still and every body

puts’a bet on the race, ironically to be generally won by
a New Zealand horse. Superior horse-legs and damb-meat

are two items.the Australians gracefully concedc to thclr'

tiny neighbdur nation.

Although more than 85 percent of Australians ar¢
town-dwellers and more than half the entire population of
19 million live in'or near Sydney and Melbourne, indul-
gence in the cult of the beach and a general outdoor ljfe
act as safety-valves from the usual urban discontent and
violence. Another reason for the stability of Austratian Itfe
is perhaps their cult of the middle brow which stnkcs a
sympatheuc chord in a Myanmar.

, If internally peaceable, the Australians of late have
been restless like their fellow Common-weaith member

Canadians in the search for 2 new national identity. Some
of them fee] that living in Asia they should learn how to
be white Asians. In this they will probably be helped by
their native tack of stand-offishness and their aclive role
in. the Colombo Plan (nearly named as ‘Spender Plan”,
after Sir Percy Spender, but for its financial implications).
But it is not only in the foreign policy field that Anstra-
lia js going through 2 change. In the economic field, the
mineral boom has given an impetus to a change in the

_economic structure from that of a predominantly agricul-

tural exporter. In the academic field, standards have been
raised in order to establish a reputation, so much so that
it is beginning to hurt foreign students. It will indeed be -
interesting to see the emergence of a new Australian
posture complete with a new national anthem,
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The. Uie,n'nese Walttz

" In order to keep his restless subjects of the sprawling
_ Austro-Hungarian Monarchy happy, Emperor Franz Josef
"+ permitted vineyards to sell raw wine without fermenting

it or a longer period as required in other wine exporting

~ countries. So jo this day in the Grinzing, Sievering and
- Nusslorf suburbs of Vienna, it 15 possible to imbibe raw
_wine right under the vine-tree. Combination of this heady
" stuff withi the Viennese rhythm introduced by Franz

Schubert probably led to'an equally heady dance known
as the Viennese Waltz rendcred by johann Strauss.

The gaiety and sentiment of the Ausmans in

- general and the Viennese in particular is a living refuta-

tion of the theory that a people who speak as guttural a

_ ‘Ianguag_e' as German cannot be fiin-loving. Endowed with
. asubtle taste in art, they love music, nature and anything

spectacular and beautiful. Hence the Austrian's nickname
as a light-weight German. It is said that even horses in
Austria respond to rhythrm as evidenced by the dancing
horses 2t the Spanish Riding School in Vienna.

" Probably the-Austrian and the Myanmar are one

“in “taking lifc as easily as possible, avoiding anything

unpleasant. This is perhaps a common failing of peoplu
with a glonous past but now in less edifying circum-
stances. Rudoph of Habsburg started in 1276 a dvnasty
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that Jasted until the end of First World War. Sometimes

by war and intrigue but more often through dynastic

marriages, the Habsburgs built up an Empire on which

“The sun never set” (an expressinon which the British

borrowed later for their own). In the seventeenth century
it was the great Austrian commander Prince Eugene of
Savoy.who stopped the Turkish incursions and saved
Europe. In the eighteenth century Empress Maria Theresa
during her illustrious reign contended with Frederick the
Great of Prussia. In early nineteenth century before the
rising tide of Bonapartist power, Emperor Franz had to
relinquish the corwn of the Holy Roman Empure.

What emperor Franz lost, his foreign minister
Metternich sought to restore through a policy of caution
and balance of power. He promotéd the marriage of
Franz's daughter Marie Louise to Napoleon. When Napo-
leon planned the invasion of Russia, he accepted the
position of a subordinate ally. When Napoleon retreated
from Russia, he presented himself as a mediator. When
the ,nelg_otiations failed, he joined the alliance against

Napoleon. After Napoleon was defeated at Leipzig by.

allied armies under the command of the Austrian General
Prince Schwarzenberg, he presided over the Congress of
Vienna from which Austra emerged as the Continent's
dominant power. :

Twentieth century has been less kind. The murder
of Archduke Franz Ferdinand at Sarajevo started the First
World War out of which the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy
emerged shorn of gormer territories of Hungary, Czecho-
slovakia and Yugoslavia as well as of its monarch. De-

-prived of her former sources of rqaw materials as well as.

of her principal export markets, economic difﬁcylties led
Austra into political disturbances which, cc?rr.yphcated by
th~ growing Nazi menace, finally led to Civil War-Aus-

lassic.com
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trian Chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss was murdered during
an attempted Nazi putsch. Finally in 1938 German troops
occupied the country and Hitler, himself hziling from
Austria, proclaimed its Anschluss with Germany, incor-
porating it as an East Mark of the Third Reich.

At the end of the Second World War, Austria

+ including Vienna was divided into zones of occupation by

the Four Allied Powers (France, Great Britain, Soviet
Union and USA). This apparently inspired Peter Ustionov
to play the "Love of the Four Colonels" on London stage
and Orson Welles to play the Third Man on the screen.

It was only in 1955 that Austria regained her independence ‘

by conciuding a State Treaty with the Occupying Powers.
And on the day after the last foreign soldier departed from
Austra, the Parliament voted a law stipulating Austria's
permanent neutrality. For many years Austria had not
joined even the EEC.

Although hkc the Myanmar the ‘Austrian has not
forgotten the days his ancestors used to wear the golden
umbrella’ he has indeed worked hard to repairing the war
damage while repaying the war reparations. Short of ar-

-

able land but rich in mineral resoyrces, Austra has been -

paying for her import of food and coal by exporting prod-
ucts of her largely nationalized industries. The deficit in
trade balance is covered by tourist trade exploing the
splendours of the golden umbrella, in which the Myanrar
can profitably learn one or two things from the Austrian.

An Alpine country with a great variety of scen-

. ery, Austran has much to offer to the visitor. There are ski

resorts in snowOcapped Alps, southern sunshine in the
Carinthian lakes (known as the Austrain Riviera) and
health spas all over. Abave all there is Vienna, Austria's
capital and former imperial residence, situated in the very
centre of Europe and truly a cross-road of European ¢ivi-
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lization and culture. In its architectural profile, the new
is blended harmoniously with the old. In the centre of the
city, St Stephen's Catherdral rears its gothic spire while
the baroque era is represented by the Imperial Hofburg,
the Karlskirche, the Imperial Library and the numerous
palaces; the Belvedere, the Schwarzenberg, the Kinsky. etc
some of which now house ministerial officers. The
Theresian style, a modification of the baroque, can be seen
in the interiors of the Schonbrun Palace. Later in the reign
of Empcror Franz Josef, architectural styles of various
periods were represented in the building of the Ringstrasse
replacing the old city fortifjcat‘fon. ~

. Vienna at the end of the eighteenth century was
the meeting place of all the great composers, Josef Hadyn,
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Ludwig van Beethoven, as
well as Franz Schubert. [t was in Vienna that with the
encouragement of Emperor Jasef II, a national Gérman
tanguage opera was poinecrcd by Mozart's 'Singspiel' and
' Beethoven's 'Fidelio' in opposition to the ltalian opera
which had hitherto held the stage unchallenged Establish-
ment of the Vienna State Opera to be a member of which
is the fondest ambifion ot any: great singer and of the
Vienna Philharmoni¢ Orchcstra composed of eminent
virtuosi, all sons of éne single region, of one single city.
completed the role of Vienna as. the centre of music.

. There were also other, traditioné to which the
comemporary Austrian s heir to. Although the Austran
was never really aftracted to questions of the mctaphysi-
‘cal like his German brethren, Vienna has been well-knawn
for its sthools of psychology and medicine. Though-a part
of German literature, Austrain literary tradition was dxs-
tinctly influenced by the Counter Reformation (Austnans
remaining 89% Roman Catholic) as well as by close
cultural ties with southcrn and eastern Europe. '

s
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To maintain these traditions at high standards, the
Austrian has admirably struggled throbgh many political
vicissitudes and economic difficulties. Wiser through
experience and now servercly necutral, a nation which
produced a Metternich (and regrettably also a Seyss-
Inquart) has now put forward a Kurt Waldheim at service
of the world at large.
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The Maple Leaf S

Back in the late fifties at the World Bank Board in
Washington DC. we used to play a guessing game on the
nationality of each director by his behaviour. If the meet-
ing wag held in the morning, the last directior to arrive
would be the British, since Britons generally never retire
before midnight and therefore cannot get up early in the
morning. If the meeting was held in the afternoon, the last
dicector to come in would be the French, since no self-
respecting Frenchman would eat a lunch lasting less than
two-and-a-half hours. By the same token, we used to say
that the director who would leave the meeting in a burry
five minutes before it ended, knowing very well it would
end soon, would be the Canadian director. The victim of
our gibe about self-importance was no other than Louis
Resminsky who'later sucéeeded to the Governorship of the
Bank of Canada and two whom everybody turned for a
second opinion afler every economic pronouncement made
by Diefenbaker, Pearson or Trudeau government. Our gibe
was misplaced because he was in fact a busy man com-
- muting between Ottawa and Washington DC.
Outside the boardroom, a Myanmar would have

difficulty telling a Canadian from an Ameriacn by sizht,
because a Canadian man wears the same cut of svii, and

#
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a Canadian woman the same brand of cosmetics, as the
American counterpart. While the old description of
Canada, as a 3,000 - mile long main street not much more
than 100 miles wide, is no longer vaild, nevertheless most
Canadians still live within the American TV ¢ircuit to get
influenced by its commercials.

A Myanmar has a better chance however of iden-
tifying a Canadian by speech, because jn one out of three
cases, he speaks French (though with an acgent not quite

- approved by the Academie Francaise), and in the other
two, he speaks English (with an accent half way between
the clipped English accent and the American drawl). In
Ottawa and other large cities, many Canadians and most
public servants are bilingual (which accounts for a niore
than proportionate Canadian chairman-ship of interna-
tional committees). But shuold you happen to ask for your
gas in English in Quebec, or in French in Ontaro, you
are, sure to get an angry look and indifferent service.

The making of a Canadian had been likened to the
designing of a horse by a committee ultimalely turning out
'a camel. The population of Canada was almost entirely
French when the British took it over after General Wolfe
defeated Montcalm at the faumous Battle of Quebec
during the Seven Years’ War. But within the next few
decades, thousands of settlers from the British Isles as
well as the Loyalists fleeing from the successful Ameri-
can War of Independence emigrated to Canada. Thus were -
created Upper Canada, French and Catholic, and Lower
Canada, English and Protestant. These two Canadas, now
Quebec and Ontario, were confederated with the maritime
provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick in 1867,
joined later by Manitoba in 1870, British Columbia in
1871 (om being promised the transcontinental railway to
reach the Pacific), Prince Edward Island in 1873 -
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Saskatschewan and Alberla in 1905 and Newfoundland as
recently as 1949, :

In Spitc'ofthe Canadian Pacific Railways and later
the Air Canada and Canadian Pacific Jets, most of Canada
still has its predominant links to the south rather then 10
east and west. Though a prominent member of the Com-
monwealth, Canada is regarded as the country that genu-’

inely had a special relationship with the United States,

economically, cornmercially, culturally and strategi‘cally,
Apart from geographical proximity it is the super-size Qf )
Canada's natural resources and their ﬁnancin_)g_ whlch"nﬁ
obviously beyond thc means and markets of its .32 Im.ll-\.
Jlion population that has led to this special relat:onAslhlp.
(One can easily tell which side of the border one is on
by looking at population’signposts of towns and VIIIages
always one figure less on the Canadian side). Fprelg;\
control of Canadian manufacturing indusiry 1s estimated
at 58 per cent of assets and 63 per cent of profits although
its share.of controllong interests where it holds more than
half .of the equ'ity is below 27 per cent. "Buy Canada

" Back” is now a favouritye proposition among natlogalfst

minded Canadians. -

It is only natural that someone who shares alNorth
American bed with a great elephant should, from time lo
time, ask such intrdspeclive questiofs as "th owns
Canada?" or "What is Canadianness?” Quebecols may’
sometines out-French the French particularly in uphold-
in/g the status of their language On the any Ie.ir side, thgrc
appears to be ample illustration of the principle that dis-
tance, if not absence, makes the heart grow fonder. In the
same way as New Zealanders, even further aw‘a’y, are m}orc
English than the Australians the people of British Co]um.‘
bia, the farthest province from Britain on the west coast
of Canada, appear to retain more English customs than the
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castern Canadians. At the Empress Hotel in Victoria, the
capital of British Columbia, they still play croquet on the
lawn and observe the Sunday aftetnoon ritual of drinking

« tea under the watchful eyes of the city dowagers.

. The best cure for a people afflicted with separat-
ism is to meet people who are even more different. Ex-
pensive as it was Expo '67 scems to have does a lot of

. good for the Canadian sense of nationhood. The Olym-

pics aiso at Montreal, should have the same effect. Ac-
tually there appear to be ample grounds for Canadian self-

‘assurane. On the national level, a Canadian need to make
no apologies for the quality- of his governmental services,

social welfare programies or educational system. Any-

. one who has visited both sides of the Niagara Falls will

confirm it. On the international scenie Canadian initiative

. m peace- making and bridge-building has been amply

demonstrated, not the [east, by the award of Nobel Peace
Prize to Lester Pcarson. The Third World will long re-
member his 'Partners in Development'. Less well knowm
but’equally demonstrative of Canadian idealism is the
career of another Canadian, Maurice Strong 'A self-made
millionaire before he turned thirty. Sttong left his lucartive
business to head the Canadian International Development

Agency. Recently he left the CIDA to join the generally
faceless international service as the Eecretary-General of -
the new United Nations Conference on Environment. As |

long as.Canada continues to produce Pearsons and.
Strongs, Canadians need not have any identification prob-
lem. :
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Thiri Linka

The people of Sri Lanka (Thirt Linka in Myanmarized
Pali) need no introduction to the Myanmar Buddhist
monks from Ceylon had probably come to Ramannadesa
(Aramana in Sinhala) in southern Myanmar in very early
times of the history of Buddhism, In return, Buddhaghosa
of Suvannabhumi (Sudhammapura in Sinhala) had gone
to Lanka Dipa via Buddhagaya in the fifth century A D
to study the Sinhalese commentaries. The major objective
of King Anawrahts's conquest of Manuha's Thaton was to -
gain possession of pure Pali texts of Ceylonese origin
which were later brought to Pagan together with learned
Ceylonese bhikkhus who were teaching them. [n return,
Anawrahta had sent to King Vijayabhahu of Polonnaruwa
when the latter was pressed by the Colas, ships laden with

- goods for distribution to his troops. When the victorious

Ceylonese king celebrated his coronation, he invited
Buddhist priests from Aramana to Lanka, and with their
aid,. effectcd the prufication of the Buddhist order of the
three N:kayas [t is also commen knowledge that the kings
of Myanmar from Anawrahta to Narapatisithu to Minbin
to Bayinnaung, had expressed an interest in the Buddha's
Tooth Relic. (now in Kandy). Thus to this day through-
out the centuries, political, economic and cultural contacts
have continued between the land of pagodas and the land
of dagobas. .
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Less glorious than this common religious heritidge.

has been a common colonial past under British rule. Al-
though the Portuguese formed settlements on the west and
south coasts of Ceylon as eatly as the beginning of the
sixteenth century, later taken over by the Dutch in the
middlc of the seventeenth century, The Kandyan kingdom
in central highlands, which according to Mahavamsa
chronicle, had existed since the sixth century BC, main-
© tained its independence unti! 18 15 when it was lost to the

British. There were however two important differences -
between the British administrations in Myanmar and -

Ceylon, Whereas in Myanmar the Indian administrative
system was introduced and retained, the earlier attempt
to introduce Indian administrative methods and Indian of-
ficials (largely from Madras) failed having provoked se-
rious riets. As a result, Ceylon acted administratively and
constitutionally with regard to ifs past and existing con-
ditions, and independently of British India. The other
difference was in the field of education. In an effort to
produce trained Ccyloncsc for employment in government
services, preat stress was laid on acquisition of a high
standard of English, and higher education in Ceylon was
geared to the taking of British’ examinations. While this
attracted to tis colleges a number of neighbours, includ-

ing the Myanmarlooking for a moderately priced English ‘

education, it also led to a tendency to neglect the study
of national languages and culture, a tendency which was
not fully corrected untt] after Independence.

While economic exploitation was the comnyon
theme of colonial rule, whether Portuguese or Dutch or
British) nevertheless each period left its own different
legacies. For instance the Portuguese introducéd Chnstxan-
ity to Roman Catholic denomination which survwed the
later Dutch efforts to stamp it out. Another Portugues.:
lepacy is. the extremcly long names which, compounded

%
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with equally long Pali names, played havoc with the
railing memory of middle-aged ambassadors-designate to
the Land of Sir Lanka. The most famous example was the
case of the American Ambassador-designate Maxwell
Gluck and the name of the then Prime Minister Solomon
West Rigeway Diaz Bandaranaike.

The chief legacy of the Dutch is their descendants,

' the Burghers, who later filled the middle rungs of the

British administration and business. The term burgher'
.came tg be adopted as a torm of address among Eurasians
in Asia including the Anglo-Myanmars and Anglo- Indi-
ans of pre-war Rangoon. Another Dutch legacy is the

. Roman Dutch law which co-exists now with the

Kandyanlaw (for the Kandyan Sinhalese), The

- Teaswalamai (for the Tamils), the Moslem law (for the
- Moslema) and the English law (for most maritime and

commercial matters).

In addition to cinnamoﬁ trade developed by the
Portuguese and the Dutch, the British developed coffee,
tea, rubber and coconut plantanéns which, except for the

¢ first-mentioned, still produce the chief exports of Ceylon.

However, the country's main economic problem of feed-
Ing as own population was not solved, with the result that
Ceylon is still burdened wtth inadequate. and high-cost
production of rice, its staple diet. This caused a drain on
her foreign exchange resources as well as a budgetary
subsidy for food. Another current problem is tamil rebel-
lion in the north.

With only a tenth of land area of Myanmar,
Ceylon supports a population nearly half of Myanmars.
Its population contains 63 % Sinhalese,  19%Tamils, 6%
muslims, 0.8 million Moors, 50,000 Burghers and Eur-
agians ‘and Malays. While two-thirds of them profess -
5Thcgavada Buddhist faith, another 18 per cent Christians
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(mostly Roman Catholic), and 7 per cent Mostem. Lying
to the southeast of India, this small island, with its rich
diversity of climate, scenery, peoples, religions, tradition
and history, as well as its strategic importance in East-
West sea route, has earned from the British the eplthet of
‘a jewel in the [ndian Ocean'.

. International sophistication arising out of history
and geography (Colombo being a compulsory port of cail)
plus a very British educational system had produced in the

. past a national elite often dubbed as Buddhist Englishmen.
They have been as much devoted to ‘English criékqt as
Englishmen have been to Ceylon tea. They are extremely
articulate, which moved the late Executive Secretary of
the ECAFE Dr Lokanathan, himself a no mean orator, to
say, "I thought we Indians were: fluent, until I met the
Ceylonese”. Like the Myanmar, the Ceylonese is inclined
to promote education, but his problem is to find employ-

" ment for the educated. Like the Myanmars the Ceylonese |
is welfare minded, but his'p':robl‘em is to maintain the level
of welfare with adequate economic resources. At present,
food subsidies, free medicine and free education from the
kingergaiten te the university, absorb nearly half of bud-
getary resources, - |

Versed in the vulnerability of an export economy,’
Ceylon has contributed a number of her distinguished sons
to the international cause of primary exporters from Sir
Clause Corea as Chairman of the GATT to Shirley
Amarasinghe of the UN to Gamani Corea as the recently
appointed Secretary General of UNCTAD. '

Thiri Linka's maiu political problem is Tamil prob- -
lem in the north. Tamils came over from India four or five
centuries ago Tamil Tigers are now fighting for autonomy
or 1ndepcndence

I
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+ Myanmar curry may look hot, what with the red
chillies showing, but if tastes quite mild. Indian curry -
looks hot and tastes hot. Ceylonese curry looks mild, what
with the ubiquitous coconut showing and the white chil-
“lies not showing but it tastes hot. If the recipe for the

. national dish is any indication of the national character,
. we may vet expect a lot more from the race ofthc gentle

. rlions.
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In Gay Paree

+In history the Myanmar knew the French as a rival of the
.. English and had therefore atributed them with qualitis
1, opposite those of the latter. This instinctive appraisal of
‘the earlier Myanmar was not far wrong because even to-
~day it is hard to imagine two peoples living so close to
.each-other-just across the English (not French?) Channel
‘- and yet so different in their way of life. As in the good
~old days of colonial rivalry, the English and the French
Tet each other do the hongurs where dishorour is due. For
instance, in Enghsh absenting' oneself from work with- -
‘out permission is known as'taking French leave. In France
this kind of gimmick is called English leave. And so on.

It seems the French, quite untike the English, like
't0 do well what they bave 1o do often. So they eaf well
..... though not so early in the morning. Whereas the En-
ghsh breakfast is the largest meal of the day, the Conti-
nental breakfast consists of just a roll of bread with black
offee. This of course plays havoc with the per diem al-
"lowances of the Myaamar delegate who is paid an the
good old Engllsh system of bed and breakfast basis.

3

: So the Myanmar delegate with a bon appetite sets
‘off from the Arc de Triomphe along the Champs Elyses
dking for a good French restaurant, which is not di -
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cult because all French restaurants are good. In a bettet
ohe, the commissionaire opens the door for you, the
checkroom mademoiselle checks your hat and coar, the
maitre d'hotel escorts you to'a table strategically chosen
so that from there you can see others and can at the same
time be seen dining royally, the sommelier advises you on
the ¢hoice of wines, vin blanc for fish, vin rouge for meat,
 preceded by an aperitif and followed by cognac, one
garcon brings your dish on a trolley (o the table while
another transfers it from the trolley to your table, the chef
comes out of the kitchen to inquire if the sauce is alright,
etc. Having gone through this ritual of eating, lasting not
Jess than two and a half hours, and having tipped each and
cvcr'ybody who contributed to its resounding, success
beyond the 15 per cent service compris, you come away
from the restaurant thoroughly convinced of the superi-
ority of French cuisine and also with your per diem F-
nances thoroughly ruined.

To a Myanmar who likes to start and end hlS day
"with a tall glass of water, France appears to be a country
where no one drinks water but only wine. The only kind
of water the French drink is bottled spring water known
as Evian or Vichy water and is more expensive thap wine
Indeed it took a man of Mendes-France's courage to exhort
the French to drink less wine. It so happened that Mendes-
French had spent a couple of years in Washington DG with
the International Monetary Fund where he picked up the
American habit of drinking milk. So when he became the
Premier of France, he advocated the substitution of wine
with milk so that Frenchmen may gain in stature and
Frenchwomen may improve their complexion. With pre-
dictable certainty, his ministry fell in no time and the
brave M Mendes-France had to join the corps of Anciens
Ministers as ex-ministers are known in France.
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The French also know how to dress well espe-
cially Frenchwomen Contrary to expectations, the aver-
age Frechwoman is not very good-looking and the fact that
she had been raised on a diet of wine since childhood does
not help with her complexion either. In fact the majority
of the chorus-line you see on the Paris stage are actually
either English girls brought up on fresh air or American
girls raised an a milk diet. So what they lack in physical
beauty the Frenchwomen more than make up for by their
chic and-their willingness and ability to please the men.

That the French are bon vivant is known the world
over. But to the visitor without a good working knowl-
edge of the French language, the Frenchworld is only half-
open. In fact, without a few words in French or at least
the destination propounced French-style to the taxi-driver,
one can go round and round before reaching the French
world one wishes to enter. On the other hand showing off
a few words of French in a nightclubs can land oneself
in 2 bucket of ice with an expensive bottle of champagne
in it. However, with or without French, Paris is an

. . insommniac's paradise, as one can start off the evening at
.the Folies-Bergere or Cassino de.Paris, drop in at Elle et

Lui in Montaparnasse for a side-glance on life, catch the
late show at Lido in the early hours of the morning and

. end up with, n" riot in, onion soup which is best taken at

dawn

French pride in their language precise in meaning,

| resonant in sound, beantiful in composition, its grammar
L and vocabulary strictly regulated by the prestigious Aca-
¢ demic Francaise, is quite understandable. Whereas a
! German is surprised if a foreigner speaks his tongue, a
¢ Frenchman is disappointed when a foreigner does pot
* speak his language. Many Frenchman who speak one ur
{ more foreign languages fluently abroad, will feign igno-
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rance when addresscd in them by 2a foreingne'r in France.
Ang the tenacity with which the delegates de France at
international conferences uphold the status of their lan-
guage, for centuries the diplomatic language of the world,
sometimes at the expense of speed in procecding, is at
once adnurable and exasperating.

- Clarity of expression and logical thinking the
cerebral French so proudly uphold may not however be
an asset in a not so logical world where precision will only
hurt sensibilities. In fact it had been remarked thal
whereas an Englishman proceeding illogically frony inac-
curate premises often arrives at commonsense solutions,
a Frenchman pursuing logic from well-grounded facts may
often reach an impractica! sotution. But of late it appears
that the cerebral France is reaping good dividends in the
field of administration, planning and economy.

The cerebral France is trained in a few unique
institutions such as the Ecole des Sciences Politique
(alumni-ex-President of the Banque de France M
Baumgartner) and the Ecole Normale (alumni President
Pompidou), followed up by such famous graduate schools

ad the Polytechnigue, founded by Napoteon to produce

high-powered army engineers, and the Ecole Nationale d'
Admmnistration (ENA) which gives intensive training in
social scicnces in both theory and practice Top grauates
of these institutions can join the clitist corps of
Inspecteurs des Finances, the Canseil d'Etar, the Cours des
Compted or the Quai d'Orsay Tor cxample, M Giscard
d'Estating is Polytcehnique, ENA, Inspecteur des Fi-
nances. A thousand or so of these cerebral French run the
country once deseribed in exasperation by President de
Gaulle as the country of 200 cheeses. This kind of close
network is probably nccessary tn a centralized state like
France where every decision of importance is either made
in or referred ‘to Paris.
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When it comes to national projects. the French,
usually given to individualism, give total support to the
President and the Cabinet. President Pompidou built Cen-
tre Beauborg also named after him. President Giscard
cncouraged-Concorde joint-venture with Britain. President
Mitterand built 1'Dpera Bastille and Louvre dome and en-
couraged Paris-London shuttle. We wonder what President
Chirac has in mind.




sqpeqpald

0§&opé E\E :1)80%0% 765653 @léwrf)mﬁs Qéeo
o3 B3ep mecymmyé Bcdegdodaomcfoplargd: fgarecliend

f.é o§:e03[men cﬂ:g&nc‘ﬁ;é of:a030d va)3eor wegBE & ‘

$:0800 38086 ([géwborydd) eqrociopion fgoid) ssBE[m
G céc}c@&} oYy [Frgopean cofpgds g)eog.éooél_ BB
§each fEmodupionfgd 28854 GEw8R0pS 036818608 3:
oomimaimgintol sy (damfyd 288600yt
géecoméiod mapby cvdesREiadd GEodaé’ v edlen (48
ol wé:B ‘mba863¢’ 0y sslA eapdfyés
7bB35s8ucy [3€ 2088005 sePem fopdqeopdalad
soméign [qoodein pdamlgé samisaméionidn jscdeoeen
0pq) #836§pcderogh mbegadidaycd mepradigbein 8
casS continental breakfast €31 peepod§aderoopd eondbupbiad
- e6lEg§mecronbdaars (gbcin bed and breakfast 531 HBoepsé

$50000 bciSopdeuméiedl mpean’ ddoxcyulegoyed

08055 paepoays: [gferadcdenaySeodd maoifsochs

858 §eSeffalecsrean Gfoakubercycdeoags Are
de Triomph opo5q) Champs Elysec codiondsagpod g€ o
sadBodemni:ndsdd Sodgecapd ¢a05oh [p€d ox

www.burmesBclassic.com

6@@0355:& mgpmfgd 5p
codnchBéad sonéisanafoystgdcin noénnilhlsan
Péopl od3keos§ Ko 3B ogé:cnléepma&e 8§:0ne00:
» BadenscoSensS Broobed megiopd modadqoSad &
omieoietn 02:3d%ySon a(mpdEs BoSf3S8E 02:98 RS
coSeobam: apepajeoteds »qoden:gad:on chgadadonps 88
nfgp HartsEdSnod 88mE moreend Spéicoméieonpd

8&: oo moeloyeosp) 8¢ 730§o0a m@é‘tﬂe‘u&é‘: :
oxdcBmeniandSion SLe REV Y, og§:c\?e§nu1‘&:8§ o
“andin 64o050d S oa@xo.}é:eoT? oxgeol ' yeurchy oxc0sd

adon &:8e b né:meb mpdemad cdswidhn §64283
oY) oq;é:@aco:o oxeordglal: Eéc@oo%eqmogo% T B
Bom: saontgadal o9 p3éadinfgl .3?;1@: oxeoade
godaneas o‘.}cﬁm:a;ufacm%@:wé [gé»dmonmeandh

soméiscogo ea’l&md:cmwén_ & cgp0d08cbaoss: eap |

gofgu )

?35@%%94&9‘? RBepuolat sqoadg0d [4ffgpdeanad
MedeIn [§.§mm5§:mo§. sqmo3: 3EcanaSean [gEb88e
205 og:ao.;xs@'cﬁl gEbc8 e:mrﬁca:ocq?o peoéiapé: Evian
4§ Vichy ofgég BEmqodeodd sepffiscoonpS GExobope:
o%:m. 8&ecopearciaant MU @5m60$@:q\ﬂ5
MCI"l’IdeS France [gbch GEpd dlgéenfd »nlyeSfySBEep g
e@lflq&?cg:ﬁ@ & 8848oky mgwbdmep §:§eamcdagl meo
%mﬁmoq;fo% q3sc0ax5s 2y [éodo§fhigs [g8evncarmsl
@85{59;9]:3:‘):0% mqémcmé:@ém@;- BEwdmdf0d:d
angad oanseqd 8Emon: go1§aonadef oepreomciu
m&d}?émo%& gl n:qin olopd E[o?'m)Jgj q&mém&&
@53_3.&:_)5@:50)36:53-3:0?3%03:15 sqo@agxccbméu




oo | §::D(ﬁug$:

& 08 mapoofyé GEwboedpandic ocdentantwé
ooo%@cm:néu motefmngd wood @Smﬁeoga)é qbepd

0eaPEEIAELI ccSobmoph ton BE: eo:ooﬁcm:»@ﬁ nornoEgd |

coph: weomEop S§eoosdedly cep, qearn dedeon: eglmem
sopmfgragd ceosamd: TY-CENT Qﬁo%cv)gem 535
oecorepisd gorfmegondod sanpbardson mcadmpemen

o 3803 [gEdbeciargd ocogbepd guonwmen: mcolgé

qDQmé rcamé s 0%8030% sgsam&q@mé reomé: aye

opeant o @écmméu

[géda? somizonticy cm&e’m&vxcﬁo‘ie@o&

mﬁme&w:ﬁc‘hu :136:05 @Emﬁom COBRTIRD @5305 '

g:wé méocﬁmg&qén oul: mxeqc:mcﬁ @Ewﬁom

ool orcata: andeenéon: Bcdap: c8we§c§epo% €283 ’

Soogo oc@oﬁﬁu’lm BuSolcdwgd [Edomg>} vaepod§é
[g60r0B b odocbigéaopd: pogdd [gdoor oodoy

55{0 @96@390’10} cq935a$8$05\)5 5@ 8onodeir 9&33%@5 )

6o u"l?@(_a)é p_m‘%@oqmu%mogo‘.» scnmgd Bﬁén &§§
Folics-Berger 23600d Casino de Paris mRoed Momparndsse

5 Ellete Lui o} ofegpés Lido 2§ e3lEeonpdcB [mpd mqud

ooé:3 §oaéewﬁ @5335@0‘303590@103 Gmcﬁﬂésc\)mén .

@5:.3603 omog‘gécmomogw @53330039 08

@8pcdooph ‘Boy mBdgadaspd: aw w8q9§mé. o

0¢laé eclumqod g gEabmaoncSabon @uuoﬁeo 1S
g&efriommnm a)o%ocm efpagé ope§opfion shemxagim
so5n §8¢Fpramion spcteamoelipax GEwbood Hon Baka

[FoopSn 8&efmomanoamindacch oppd yé: n:uéga e@)

OYE FIGO! cqoos @53)503 350035 o oooos:qfécunﬁ
. canEmdddi s&poco’]é rapigd mga:nmusomt @856330

ﬂSSIC com

.
. @gmoﬁéé mgmfgé 93
" G o §eman moé 601 RY @émﬁrﬁcﬁmmcﬁ
605} adammdises Jegdigadepropicomén mq@o?gm@q
bt 8oddpadepogh: eoméiche

Bregodeombaan b mag§omiconean d&
. [grotBEq hBlgodarr ot cedfgetargd wégécromep: mé:
deaw ommgrpé mgredl Qo%q%écmméuo%c@)é
ot HEBERwpS gﬁ:ug&sab »Bo oeééegogﬁ nEigen
©8ped §omefd epodomcdcin [pEblapbor: wEmé
oo iy ugfiSepdep EBE Broch sqprieocha
-0y Blogooght Feod Bregoadeonticon Yabdiosed we
o o3l mpbogbeeu 50r8§ & &gxcq.w.@cxﬁcﬁg) que(rn& e;@
oy .
8:csnc5eoméicarn [géa0éd} oepmécg:qo gpa3ad
meopbmedader [géand °°§m“58§98°"”& Baumgartner
_’-:." @adeayy Ecole des Sciences Politiques. mgmcm& Pompidou
@036y Ecole Normale Superieure, 06nBHEGEGWGP: o4
Codgf §8c8us sooo‘é:xgo:gﬂ mgmégﬂjé: Valery Giscard |
Id‘Estaing cgdgcox) Polytechnique, 23¢0> Jacques Chirac cgas
L o apgegpadgaeomonpiat cocdecy wEMS:oReuigp Ecole
; © Nationale d'Administration o%@@cﬁn gjo)m:ﬁcﬁo%n‘é 03603$ e
emE@Sacha)é Inspecteurs des Finances, Conseil d'Etat, Cour

§&ecob Breq nooo adearn wé:Siegoddeontidio wym
(. deGaulle o cheese mdfieolé: oo sodd 256 qacdasgd
- %.eéeuem €nb8Each 36;&%9(\33}3@)1 eep{dfion)
oo BgRt: Ol§sé BEE:adlgodqaopd [fEawda)Rear vf:b:osh
- 8Ee] moddylgydean Biesndieondinéo cdmberaanyi

"des Comptes. Quai d'Orsay 0623 B6Bséroeg mophicdal of |



‘www.burmes
Ay Srovadopd:

0)5&:945:0’\3 c};&c?:cm EEwBo%aﬂé msﬁ:m:&én%fr: ,
ot memalmolesde] wgoat ofe}ieg.o} mfpéie
canobdfoyein 20god> Pompidou, wadaod géimepdsd Centre.
Beauborg 6205cd63ch wwgor Giscard coboocd mbaodsd
Concorde soboSeroard canodopdedal orneo:dca Mitterand
cochoocd I'Opera Bastille §§ I'Ouvre Dome AR Gsoocﬁc\gf)écﬁl

» Paris - London m{gés(g: Sqoonast: candboobegpoenpd: o

YNELT o> Chiraé cooba0d omatl ieghed @B

b

" Qut in the Mid-day Sun

It is a pity that the Briton and the Myanmar met in his-
tory at the wrong time (in the expansionist nine-teenth
century for both Empires) and in the wrong place (at the
shifting borders of Assam and Bengal). Because both have
qualities, among them a strong sense of humour, to com-
mend each to the other. Not that they are alike-far from
it -but their differences are just sufficient to activate the
attraction of the .opposites. '

Both the term 'British’ and-the more recent coin-
age 'Briton’ ar¢ collective fronts abroad. At home they
Japse into the English. the Scots. the Weish and the Irish,

. each of whom would greatly resent being taken for one

another. Even the recent attempt to replace the involved
official designation.in intcrnational parlance of the 'United
Kingdom of Great Britain and, Northern Ireland' with a
much simpler ‘Britain' was & non-starter. So instead of

| - sitting in between the congenial and generally reticent

delegates of Bhutan and Myanmar the poor UK delegates
are still closeted wiih the representatives of the World
Powers, the US and USSR and are expected to make world
shattering pronouncements on whatever subject happens
to be under discussion. '

- Among the Britons, the English form the major-

ity, but except when England is playing soccer agaisst ©

S/
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Scotland or when the {rish RepublicanArmy is sniping at
the British:Tommies, race consciousness is submerged by
class consciousness. To the caste-free classless Myanmars
who are simply divided into*10 million myothas and 40
million fawehas, the English class structure appears very
complicated-being composed of the royalty, the aristoc-
racy formerly landed and hereditary but now containing
the mentocarcy of Labour-created Life Peers the middle

class which again is divided into upper. middle, middle- |

.middle and lower middle, and the working class which is
so called when not on strike.

‘Death duties, progressive income-tax and hyper
inflation having removed much of the economic differ-
ences, the most prominent -vestige of the English class
structure is the speech. As Professor Higgins of My Fair

Lady fame put it, the momeént an Englishman ulters 8 -

word, he makes other. Englishmen despise him. This
applies not only to the accent but also to the vocabulary
which is cither U (for Upper Class) or non-U. For ex-
ample, to look in the mirror is non-U but to look at the
looking giass is pcrfectly U, As for the accent, Oxonian
stuttering is considered the most select, on the assump-
tion that the more a man stutters, the more time he has

" 10 choose his words and thereforc the more profound his

utterances must be. The most standard speech however is
that of London, except. that the dialect of the real Lon-
doner (the ¢ockney who is born and bred within the
hearing of the Big Ben) is quite incomprehensible to
others. Then there is the ‘forksinre accent where ‘thank
you' is pronounced as 'ta',

The theory that the Brlllbh Empire was built by-

Englishmen running away from the foul English weather,
perhaps with the assistance of Scotsmen who were run-
ning away from the even more foul Highland weather, is

34SSic.com
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only half true Actually these expatriates were also sunning

. away form the suffocating social atmosphere at home

where cach person is graded by his speech, the school tie

e wears and the exact location of his house in a particu-
" ar strect of & particular district and is accordingly as-

signed a station in life-1t should perhaps be remembered
that Karl Marx formulated his doctrine of the class

‘struggle while he was living in England.

For fear of betraying his social .origin, high or low,

~an I:ngllshman stays tongue-tied. When he is on the verge

of lbosening his tongue after a couple of bitters, always
taken at roonr temperature (around SOF in pre~central-heat-
ing-days). he saves the situation by biting at his peren-
nial pipe. Heir to the language of Shakespear and Bacon,
he expresses his deep-felt emotions in monosyllables like

< ‘Um!" and 'Well'. When he is really carried away, he may

say 'Lovely, isn't it?' or 'Shocking, 15n't it?' as the case may
be. When an Englishman proposes to his beloved, he
kneéls down beside her, looks into her eyes and says, *Will
you? When his intentions are less honourable, he sits
close to the girl, squeezes her hand and says. ‘How about?.!

While an Englishiman is not exactly every Juliet’s,

_idea of-a Romeo (he goes Dutch on date), once he has

taken a matrimonial plunge, he makes a pretty stable
husband, although he may rescrve his right to continue
going out with thc boys to the local once a week or so.
As George Mikes put it, while the Continentals have sex
life, the English have the hot water bottie. Now that the
coal fire had been banished from the city and central heat-
ing has arrived. il 1s highly speculative what will now re-
place the hot waler bottle®

England is essentially a nien's country, of exclu-
sive men's ¢clubs, soccer matches and jocal pubs, Its in-
loring for men's ¢lothing, especially at Londou's Gavile -
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. Row, is world famous. But until Mary Quant came along

with her miniskirt, Englishwnomen were among the

‘world's worst-drcssed and worst-hatted women. But the

erstwhile deficiency in fashion consciousness is amply
made up for by the complexion, figure and sweetness of
the English Rose. If the stoic Japanese woman makes an
ideal wife (or widow) far a revolutionary contemplating
harap-kirt at some stage -of his career, the product of an
English finishing school makes an idcal lady for an as-
piring governor-general with a stff upper lip. Unlike in
Myanmar, university women (not college girls or co- -eds,
mind you) are not rated high in the eligibility list in
England. :

lemg on an urbanized crowded island in the ratio
of four mypthas to one tawtha (almost the reverse of
Myanmars), an Englishman seeks privacy by not speak-

" ing to people he has not been introduced 1o and therefore

does not know. In Landon flats, it is possible to live for
years without knowing onc's neighbours. From those he

knows, such as the wife at the breakfast table or the fel-" .

low commuter in the tube, an Englishman insulates him-

self behind the London Times, which for this reason

cannot afford to reduce its size despite. the newsprint
shortage. Instead an Englishman will talk to his pet dog,
‘cat or canary even if he has to indulge in a monologue.
But if an Englishman comes to know you well in the
course of time, his home, his heart and even his purse will
be open o you, since a friend in need is a friend indeed.
The only snag is that by that time, he or you may be
moved else where and you pgths may never cross again.

Early in history when they were still known as the

Angles, Saxons and Jutes, the English eammed from their
Roman conquerors the epithet of the perfidious Albion,

WWw.burmese
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-perhaps becausc they put up wrong road-signs to confuse

the foreign invaders, As if to live up to this ancient repu-
tation, the English misname their jnstitdtions to mislead
‘the trusting aliens. For instance a public school in England
is very private and select while a grammar school teachcs

. very little grammar but a lot of other things. The London

School of Economics is a university whereas a College

;'I _of Commerce teaches shorthand and bookkeeping. A Town

Clerk 1s the highest ranking appointed official in local
government, while a Commissionaire is a pensioner who
opens doors at. hotels.

As people the English set great store by

L]

- commonsense and place character above cleverness in
|+ education. They make practical politicians and consum-
' mate diplomats. They are known for their abtlity to

muddle through; when they can no longer muddle through,

. they call a general election. While the majority of English-
"', men are social conformists, there are individuals among
¥ . them who are thorough going dissenters. Oxford is known

as the home of lust causes while the English have often

been described as a nation of great eccentrics. Side by side
i with a hidebound insularity, there lics in the English char-

acter a rare capacity to understand and appreciate the most

L - divergent point of view or way of life from their own. One
| historical consequence of this is that in contrast to the
i: French or Dutch brand of colonialism the British never
" proselytized culturally and left the local social beliefs and

customs aione. If not for anything else, the Myanmar

" should be grateful to the Briton that culturally the remains
. a first-rate Myanmar and not a second-hand Englishman.

= e
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Auf Wiedersehn

To a Myanmar who works to live. a German appears lo
five to work. Tt seems a German wishes to do thoroughly
if not always well, whatever he undertakes. Not only does
he work at his job, he even works at play. Moderation has
never been his watchword in hife.

-

Let us take the business of eating (Essen) for
instance. [t 1s said that if one is not (ecling too hungry
al meal-time. he should go to a French resta urant where

. [ 3. - .
he will get apperizing food, but that'if he 1s feeling re-
ahy hungry he should go 10 @ German restaurant. Most
German specialities known abroad are filling dishes such

as Bavarian dumphings and strudels, Swabian Spatzle

{(noodles), Berlhiner Plan kitchen (Berlin doughnuts),
Westphalian ham etc. And if one 1s still feeling hungry,
one can always fill up with pan-German sausage and
saucrkraut. German emigrants have of course given the
New World its hamburger (Deutsches Beefsteak) and its
frank furter (Frankfurter Wurstchen).

Or let us take the matter of drinks as another
example The Germans are the leading beer drinkers of
the world, and as if to remind the world of their supeiior
capacity to imbibe, they hold regular beer testivals. Now
if that 1 their performance in a northern country like Ger-

M
.. German students dance, they dance all ntght.

-

e
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many with a mean annual temperature of 48 F. you can
imagine their thirst in a tropical climate tike Myanmar
It has been observed that the volume of German techni-

'+ cal assistance in the tropical Third World can be measured

by the number of empty beer bottles left behind. Perhaps
what wine 15 to the French, beer is to the Germans.

Or take the matter ot having tun. (vinza in Tokyo
is perhaps the largest entertainment district in the world.
And yet by mid-night, every night-club or geisha house
had closed down and every miniskirted hostess or kimono-
clad geisha as well as their clients would have gone home
in order 10 be able to rise with the sun next-moming. In
contrast, night lifc in Hamburg really lives up to 1ts name.
Students all over the world arc an energetic lot, but when

This single-minded devotion when applied to work
produces cconomic miracles. From war-shattered ruins
and near sfarvation level, the Germans have rebuilt their
gconomy into the strongest exporter in the world, mak-
tng economic history when at one stage German exports
were taxed and imports subsidized. Not only did (ierman
workers really work but they never thought of gomng on
strike. Even at more than full-employment level when
frocign lobour had to bc imported in some areas, they
failed 1o catch the English sickness. No wonder Hitler who

certainly knew his pcople called his party National
i

Sonalistische Arbeiten Partei.

Unfortunately in the past, this industrial disciphne
was preceded by a formidable Prussian tradition of mihi-
tary discipline. Nothing dehighted a young German heart
than to be able to click his heels and say, "Jawobl, Herr
General! German penchant in the past to take on 1he 1
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~ of the world in a battle 6f arms, resulting in a veritable

Gotterdammerung (sunset of the gods), has now been
replaced-by a sincere desire to be a good European as weli
as sympathctic friend of the Third World. -

The German tradition of painstaking thoroughness
and thinking through had produced many prominent phi-
losophers and writers from Luther, Goethe, Schiller,
Hegel, Kant, Marx, Heine, Rilke, to Mann and Kafka. A

formuta for European co-operation in research has it that.
data for an English scholar to sift and a French scholar
to write up had best be collected by a German'scholar so .

that no stone would have been left unturned. For a nation
with no colonial experience in the East, German interest
in Oriental scholarship, particularly Buddhism, is remark-

" able. Perhaps it is the golden mean philosophy of Bud-
dhism that is attractive to a people who have known
extremes of fortune in their experience, heights of glory
as well as defeat and humiliation, material affluence as
well as economic ruin,

. Whatever its other implications, there is no doubt
. that German thoroughness pays handsome dividends in
this age of specialization. It is remarkable how the direc-
tories of faculties of prestigious American universities are
dominated by German sounding namés, first generation or
otherwise, the most rlustrious example of the former
being Henry (formerly Heinrich?) Kissinger.

Perhaps the language is as good a guide as any to
national predilections. To a,Myanmar who indulges in

.euphonic changes tike the French, German pronunciation

is stereotyped and therefore easy to manage, provided one
can produce appropriate guttural sounds, But being used
to a relative lack of grammar, a Myanmar will need a lot

’
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of éatience to master the German grammar where a floor
der Boden) is male, a door {die Tur) is female and a
house (das Haus) is neuter. While word building is re-
sorted to in both languages, the moenosyltabic Myanmar
‘will need a lot of wind to say such polysyllabic German
'words as gesellOschaftliche Vernastaltungen. In addition
to long words and involved sentences, the fact that the
'vérb comes last as in Myanmar, must make German the
_,despmr of simultaneous interpreters.

Side by side with the code of chlvalry uphe!d by
Teutonic kinights of old, German attitude towards ro-
‘mance was illustrated by Goethe who was said to have
fapped out the rhyme for his verse on the back. of his
‘mistress in embrace. Perhaps the German fraulein is the
‘'only member of the gentle sex whose heart can be won’
aver through a discussion o fHegelian phjlosophy - that -
4s; sort of Nghting a duel with a rival suttor to prove your

ardour. With the approach of women's lib, the German

woman has now broken out of the Hitlerian bondage of
the church, the children, the hearth and the kitchen and

i$ now a captwe of the calonc regime like her Europcan

i nd American sisters.

. With his international political status now fully
stored and enjoying a material affluence rarely matched
in Europe, the German today is a protatype of the New
Ffizropean. Still fond of music and art but with a loghter
ouch in his attituded towards Jife, stil} full of wanderjust
“his heart but with a larger lebenstraum to explore, the
w German promises to be a much more exciting, if also
mewhal more cxcitable personality than the outdated
tereotypes s(ill‘exhlibited in some World War 1] movies.

>,
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" Beijing Diary

19 August 2002, Monday 1

On the invitation of Peking University (which retains its
104 - years old name) to its symposium on Economi¢
Globalization, Regionalizatioh and the East Asia, | headed
for Beijing in the north via Singapore in the south. Why?
Because China Air-lines flies between Yangon and Beijing
via Kunming only on Wednesdays and Sundays which.is
awkward form the point of view of the two day (Wednes-
day and Thursday) conference schedule. Secondly, Changi
airpert s reputedly the best airport in the world to while
away the transit hours.

20 August 2002, Tuesday

Met in the early morning at Beijing airport, a new
big terminal, (big as all other things in [gpS[o3s are) by a
young post- graduate named Deng (Same surname as Deng
Xiaoping but no relation), I was taken to Da Yuan Hotel,
formerly part of the Summer Palace, and close to Peking
University. Reportedly under the direct control of the
Central Government, it was guarded by two soldiers
around the clock and staffed by vigilant employees none
of whom, however, speaks English. The food was tradi-
tional Peking cuisine, especially at breakfast, consisting
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of beans, noodle soup, eggs and milk. The only guests
" apart from the delegated were a group of provincials sent
" to recuperate in the capital from mental scars sustained
B from the country's turbulent past. Having seen the sights
"« of Beijing before. T spent the day resting and reading a
| latest book (acquired at Changi) on Globalization by
. ' Joseph Stiglitz, former Chairman: of President Bill
I Clinton's Council of Economic Advisers and World Bank's
chief economist, and winner of the Nobel Prize for Eco-
' nomics 2001.

Al the welcome dinner at the hote! restaurant
" which does not understand what soda water is, I subsisted
.1' on Chinese tea avoiding sugar raising beer. | was intro-
-_--"duced by host Prof. Hao Bin, director of Centre of East
| Asian Studies, to his staff and other delegates, the major-
* ity being form China, Japan and Korea who share the
"\ custom of compulsory exchange of name cards, I soon ran
. out of mine. The ever helpful tecturer Chu Xiaobo came
& 4o the.rescue undertaking to make 30 more cards the next
¥ day. He regretied however that my request to spend the
| frec day after the meeting in Shanghai rather than in
' Beijing which [ have already seen on a previous visit (like
- similar requests from some ASEAN participants to stop
'. over in Hongkong or Bangkok) could not be met as the

,wery strict with ex- Beumg bills.-So [hlS was not Beijing

Eurcaucracy but Beijing Integrity of Director Hao Bin. At
: the dinner [ noticed that Japanesc has become ‘the lingua

con_lfortable with Japanese or Taiwan newspapers
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21 August 2002, Wednesday

The apening ceremony was addressed by Vice -
President of Peking University which has innumerable
departments, centers and institutes and 30,000 students,
As the 83 - years old Professor Emeritus of Berkeley,
Robert A. Scalapino had a previous engagement: the first
speaker was George T. Yu of the University of llinois at
Urbana Champaign who emphasized the need of a new
regibnalism in Asia. Justin Yifu Lin of Peking L'.'s China
Center for Economic Research was the next speaker and
his main thésis is that though China had developed fast
in recent years, economic and social indicators show her
present position the same that Japan occupied in the
1960s. More nationalistic Chinese professors challenged
this so [ mediated drawing an analogy from the race
between the hare and the tortoise, saying one does not
know if the hare might run backwards or if the tortoiso
might not turn into a hare. The next speaker was Profes-
sor Shigeyuki Abe of the Centre for Southeast Asian
Studies of Kyoto University who asked “Where 15 Japan
going?" Giving a brilliant exposition of graphs, he 1s
optimistic despite the decade long recession about the
recovery of Japan's manufacturing cxports. Another im-
pressive speaker was Dr. Tae-Fong Kim, member of
Monetary Policy Committce of the Bank of Korea. He
alluded to the signing under the Chiang Mai initiative of
seven bilateral currency swaps between East Asian coun-
tries for a total value of 17 billion US dollars. The
moming session was chaired by Professor Walden Bello
of the University of Philoppines and Profcssor Hua Li of

Osaka University of Economics and Law, a rarc combi- -

nation of brains and beauty.

[ chaired the afternoon session together with Pro-
fessor Rostilay B. Rybakov of the Russian Academy of
Sciences. The speakers were Professor Scalapino who

b
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gave a masterly survey of the world situation; Professor
. Kim Won Soo of Osaka Univrsity of Econonmics and Law,
who went into arca definitions of East Asia: Professor
Walden Bello who alleged that the inefficacy of the
ASEAN was duc (o the hyjacking of economics by poli-
tics; Director Yan Pin Yoong of the Nanyang Press Hold-
ings Bhd, Malaysia, who alluded to the recent relocation
of some manufacturing plaﬁts to China from Singapore,
Malaysia, Indonesta and Thailand. Professor Baoyun Yang
of the School of International Studies of Peking Untver-
sity discussed the projected China - ASEAN Free Trade
Zone. The presentations-of 20 minutes cach were com-
mented upon by four Chinese professors for 10 minutes
each after which therc would be a few interventions from
the floor of three minutes each. The chair's problem was
“that thesc time limitations were generally excecded. So |
finally suggested that replies by the authors of the papers
be postponed to the next day or included in their submis-
“sion of final 1exts.

) After dinner the delegates who were still energetic
were treated to the traditional Peking Opera in a special
- theatre. There they were forced to keep mum for an hour

while the musicians and dancers provided the necessary
noise. -

7. 22 August 2002, Thursday

_ With Malaysian Bank Director Yan Pin Yoong and
-~ Mongolian Academician C. H. Dalar in the chair, the first
- speaker was Marzuki Usman, Chairman of DPW Partai
Kebangitan Bangsa DKI, Indonesia (former Golkar Party),
- former Minister of Tourism under President Suharto, who
spoke on the current and future trade relations between
his country and China. Campaigning for the forthcom-
{ng gencral'clections, he was so confident af victory ol
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his party that he invited 2006 Symposium to Bali. | spoke
next (the Myanmar parachutist coming after the Indone-
sian acrobat), about Myanmar as a case study in pre-gio- )
balization. | was’followed by Professor Ms Manisoth
Keodara of the Faculty of Eco nomics and Management
of the University of Laos who described the economy of
her country in graphs. She was followed by Ms Chau Thi
Hai of the Vietnamese [nstitute for Southeast Asian Stud-
ics who recounted the benefits and challenges of global-
ization in her country. In reply to favorable comments on'
. my paper made by Peking U. Professor of Myanmar lan-
guage Zhao Jing appropriately rendered into Myanmar as
(soyeé:) congratulated him on turning out several fluent
speakers of Myanmar among member of the Chinese
Embassy in Yangon.

In the afternoon, with History Professor Chengyou
Song of Peking University and Professor Kim Won Soo
of Osaka University in the chair, the {irst presentation was
by Professor of Chinese at Chulalongkom Universily, Ms
Prapin Manomaivihool on the expanding role of Chinese
language pari passu with the increasing importance of
Chinese busingss. In this connection [ told the weary
crowd a humorous tale of five-official languages at
UNESCO. [ said that when a delegate was speaking in
‘English the absconding staff would have time only for a
cup, of tea since English is a practical business linguage
and the speaker would sit down after saying what he
wanted to convey. On the other hand, a delegate speak-
ing in the beautiful French language would fall in love
with his own voice and go on.talking so that the disap-
pearing staff would have time for lunch. Followed by a
speaker in Spanish, usually a retired professor of history
fromy Latin America, he would go through the whole
fength of its history which fortunately for the audience
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. was only two hundred years old. So the staff well feted
. . on French cuisine would have time for a siesta. During
| the siesta, while the Russian delegate speaks, at first
; slowly but gathering momentum and finally failing to stop
like the brakcless Moscovitel, one would drean probably
(= about Siberia. He would then ve woken up by the con-
. tradicting Chinese delegale as in the Cold War days speak-
. ing in a loud voice. Chinese is'such a vigorous specch that
. . a young honeymoon couple cooing. if not seen, is often
I taken for a long married couple fighting each other. When
- one wakes up one usually pargles and that is the sound
i made by the Arab speakers whose rich governments fi-
. nance the use of Arabic by the United Nations.-UNESCO
. interpreters are now, dreading the day when German,
Japanesc and Myanmar come to be used because in all
" these languages the verb comes last and they would have
’_ 10 remember all that comes before. (Silent Applause
Oncma] Style)
4 The next speaker was Professor Vasily V. Mikhecv
' who expressed "Russia's objective interest to join NEA
, cooperation with Russian Far Eastern natural resources,
. scientific potential and with Russian territory which could
L be used as a transition bridge between NEA and EU."
' Anothcr Russian Academician Professor Rybakov con-
" tended that the Soviet Union did not lose the Cold War
| to the United States but was defeated by the outdatedness

. of its own system. ¢
e
Before the closing ceremony and banquet, the

' founding of the Inter national Forum of East AsianStudies
. with its secretariat at Peking University was announced.
The proceedings of the Globalization Symposium are to
' be published at the end of the year by the Press of Osaka
: ----- U niversity of Economics and Law. The ncxt Symposium
’Is to be held in 2004 in Bangkok.
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23, August 2002, Friday oL,

My private visit to Shanghai began at the Domés-
tic Wing of Beijing Airport. As all countera were open to
‘all economy flights, there were long queues of passengers
everywhere, thc majority being composed of budding
_ Chinese tourists. Then when a redeption clerk suddenly
turned ber counter plaque from open to closed position,
causing a merger of two queues, a pandemonium issued.
Verbal battles erupted, a particularly vicious one being
between a hysterical girt of Gang of Four type and three
cqually vociferous young men. Losing face before fqreign
visitors, the reception clerk quickly processed my-ticket
and baggage and directed me to Gate 23. There as I move>d
up the security check quene there, a sudden change of
personnel at the counter tc_sok place, a cons?derate-look-
ing male beinyg replaced by a stern-looking female. IThe
latter looked at my documents and said airport tax cou-
pon was missing. | explained that my ticket is an inter-
national one that included all airport taxes. No avail. The
lady. kept pointing in the djrection of airport tax counter
with an increasingly reddening face. So I trudged to the
faraway airport tax counter where my 50 Yuan was
promptly received and a coupon issued. When T returned

and handed the coupon to the dragon lady, the tiger per--

. son at the top of the queue must have been preparing some
action on the 'usurper because I heard her saying some-

thing to him, probably an explanation that | was rerun-.

ning from a mission that she sent me on. After she passed
me, | was subjected to § thorough going body search- by
another sternlooking young woman who .asked.me to
empty all the pockets in my coat, shir and trousers. Fi-
nally boarding the plane, I noticed that the first few rows
wers cmpty pro'bably reserved for VIPs. Seated together
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with several Thai tourists, it was a pleasant brief flight
~ with some palatable refreshments.

At the slightly aging Shanghai Honchai airport
(there is another one at Pudong), [ noticed a phalanx of
. uniformed officials at the cgi'{ of the baggage room check-
ing if the baggage picked up matches the ticket. Outside,
a threcfold queue for taxis was efficiently handled by two
_assistants. Taxis are air-conditioned for the 33 degree
' centigrade Shanghai summer, and their fares reasonable
. and documented. Drivers must be all literate to read the -
-dircctions in ideographs the visitors are furnished with.

_ At my downtown hotel, I enquired about sighl-
| seeing buses and was directed to the travel agents near
Shanghai Stadium. Whereas in Beijing coaches with
guides speaking English, French or Japanese abound, only
Chinese speaking guides are available in Shanghai sight
' seeing coaches. Perhaps there is not much to see in Shang-
hai apart from the river, lake and remnants of international
settlements, a legacy of the colonial past. So [ decided on
Ivthe fcast for the stomach instead of the feast for the eyes.
" Since | have not had the famous Peking Duck at Peking

University. [ dined at the famous Peking Duck restaurant
i-of Shanghai Huajude which proudly nangs pictures of the
American President George Bush Sr. and the British Prime’
inister Edward Heath and where guests arc welcomed
Chinese damsels in Empress Dowager robes. For the
vally famous Shanghi cuisine, 1 lunched at the palatial
§ Wang Chai where they serve escargots a la francais.

-August 2002, Saturday

] At the Honchai International Airport, its tax weant
ftder the title of Airport Reconstruction Tax and cost 90
b ’Yﬁan The only other spag was there was no insiraction
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for withdrawing the embarkation card from a corner
machine and filling it. The security check was more thor-
_ough and included removing the shoes. The less crowded
Shanghai - Singapore flight reachcd its destination at 10

“p.m. so I slept the night at the pre-booked US$60 transit
hotel. The only problem was that my checked baggage
containing my pajamas and medicines was at the luggage
room beyond the immigration counter, and this was re-
trieved with the assistance of the transfer desk personnel.
Changi again proved tis efficacy.

29 August 2002, Sunday

Silk Air brought back at noon the Myanmar par-
ticipant at Peking University symposium with his name
written in Chinese ideographs (there is no.equivalent of
Japanese katakana in Chinese) meaning
Paragon of Virtue, a name initially suggested by [T

MYANMAR BUSINESS MAGAZINE. The transition from my -

Japanese name of Mon-tetsu-ji meaning Master of Phi-
losophy has been smooth, thought if*is doubtful if either
name, will be useful for the process of globalization.
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The Melting Pot

A partisan of the cnvironmental school, as opposed to the
hereditary school, in the debate on what maketh a man,
wit} naturally point out the Fifipino as a case in his favour.
Among the Mongoloid stock presently inhabiting South
east Asia, none arc so different from ceach other as the

Myanmar and the Filipino. The title of an English play .

called "What happened on‘the way to the Roman Forum”
could perhaps be recast to read "What happened to the
Malay on the way to the Philippinecs.™

- Although they all started trekking together from
somewhere near Tibet, centuries ago, the Myanmar and
the Malaysian stayed on in the South-east Asian Penin-
sula while the Filipino went on and sailed across the South
China Sea to a group of 7100 islands. Thus came about
the first difference that while the Myanmars remained
essentially a Iand-pcopic. the Filipinos became a sea -
faring nation with such characteristics as love of adven-
ture, propensity to emigrate, and so on. '

Another environmental difference is the while the

Myanmar lives on a land singularly free from natural di- -

saster, the Filipino has to live with frequent typhoous,
floods and earthquakes. That probably makes the Filipino
more alert - and hence a better boxer - if also more volatile

assic.com

A Myanmar Looks at Others 03

" in temperament than the Myanmar. -

Living scattered on numcrous islands, the Filipi-
nos never developed a national political unit as the

Myanmars did, unti]l the Spanish conquered and welded

the islands into a colony in the sixteenth century. How-
ever, the early Filipinos had mastered the technique of
terrace cultivation of rice with the aid of an intricate
irrigation system as evidenced by the remaining rice ter-
races on mountainside in northern Luzon, extending over
1200 mules.

The spiritual Filipino also had a more varied
experience than his Myanmar counterpart although both
started out with animism. The Myanmar was converted
early to Buddhism and stayed solid)y Buddhist until
Christianity arrived with the Western missionaries .and
Islam with the Moslem immigrants in recent times. The
Phitippines came under the influence of Hinduized King-
doms of Sumatra and Java between the ninth and fifteenth

| centuries. This was followed by the arrival of Islam via

Bomeo at Mindanao island where it is still predominant.
But the wholcsale conversion of the Filipino peoplé to
Roman Catholic faith took place under Spanish rule which
lasted for three and a half centuries. Protestanism was
introduced by the Americans in the beginning of this
century.

Language-wise also the Filipino had a more var-
ied career. While there are eight major native tongues of
Malay origin, the Tagalog-spoken by people of Manila and
adjoining areas-has been adopted as the national Filipino
language. Theu there is Sanish the afficial fanguage for
alimost four centuries, and now of course English, brought
by the Americans. So the English one hears among the
Filipino, especially of the older generation, is of as
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" .American v;arieiy, but spoken with and admixture of Span- _
ish and Tagalog accents, at once more lively and staccato
than-the monotone English spoken by the Myanmar.

The most interesting aspect of the Filipino how-
ever is his racial make-up. The aboriginal Negrilos were
overwhelmed by the Malays who arrived in growing
waves between 200 BC and AD 1500,. Then there were
some Chincse who began settling from the seventh cén- -
tury onward as well as some Japanese. Then came the,
Spanish who named the islands "Filipinas" after their King
Phitip 11 4nd called their descendents Filipinos. The con-
quistadores were 50 arrogant they called the Moslems of

. Mindanoa The Moros (Spanish for Moors) and all others
Indios. It took'a man of Jose Rizal's stature to appropri-
ate the name of Filipino for his people from the Spanish
usurpers much as the Myanmar nationalists appropriated
the title of Thakin (master) from British usurpers. Some

.Mexicans camé& with the galleon trade from Acapulco in
the seventeenth and eigthteenth centuries as did some
Indians away form the Sepoy Mutmy in the middle of the
nineteenth century. More recent times have seen further
infusions of blood coming from Europe and America.

So a Myanmar arriving in Manila to-day will be
hard put to identify the product of this racial melting pot.
It is only when he gocs some distance out of the capital
that he will clearly see the Malay base of the Filipino
pcople. There is another interesting contrast the capital
city offers to the rest of the country. Whereas in Manila,
men appear to be a more handsome race than the women,
the more normal reverse pattern prevails in the provinces.
Modern Filipino girls arc of course more figure conscious
and have produced a complete beauty queen series of Miss
International, Miss World and Miss Universe.
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'Apart from beauty queens, what has this South
Jeast Asian Cultural melting pot produced? It has certainly
/produced an artistic people. “"Traditional Filipino embroi-
ery, handicrafts and ceramics bear testimony to it. So do
nore recent Filipino art and movies which ardcntly vie
“for international recognition. But it is in the field of music
‘and dancing that the Filipino is without rival in Asia. Most
‘of the music barids and vocalista perfonuing in thc—night
-spols of carefree capitals of Asia are Filipinos. Now not
nly in Asia but on the world stage cven, Filipino perform-
rs such as Miss Saigon have appeared.

meg a nsky maritime life in a disaster prone
rea, the Filipino turns to religion for comfort and con-
'solation. At the same time, the Filipino, being endowed
‘with a natural joie de vivre, is funloving. This is of course
no paradox to a Myanmar. Anyone escorting a Filipino
date will do well however to let her drop in at a church
n thc way. Another seeming pamdox is the boundless
hospitality of the Filipino and the endless vendetta he
ursues on personal affronts, real or imaginary.

Still another paradox - this time, on a national
ale -- is a very high birth rate (45 per thousand) in this
predominantly Catholic country and a vigorous govern-
Tfrﬁental cpmpaign for birth control. In the field of educa-
L'tion, which is conducted in English, nusing, encouraged
ithe majority of is and nurse trainéd in the Philippines emi-
lgrate 1o the United States and other English speaking
{countries.

But the real cue to-the Fnhpmo spnm 1s found in




- - www.burmes

96 U Thet Tun

back to the grass roots and choose Bonifacio who led the
peasantry and the proletariat in an uprising against an
absentee feudal system of land tenure. They did not even
choose General Aguinaldo who routed the Spaniards in his
second revolt, proclaimed the First Républic on June 12,
1898 (now the official Independence Day of the Philip-
pines) and required the United States to mobilize five
times the forces needed to secure the Spanish surrender,
But they chose Jose Rizal as their national hero because
they prize virtue more than victory, sacrifice above suc-
cess, because Rizal died before a Spanish firing squad for
the redentption ‘'of the Filipino nation. With their memory
of*Rizal in their heart and his last poem "Adios, patria
adorada” on their lips, the Filipinos became the first Asian
calony to be freed from foreign rule on July 4, 1945,
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The Hermit Kingdom

If there is any justification in calling the Myanmars the
Irish of the East, there scems to be an even greater onc
for calling the Korcans the Poles of the Orient. BriJliant
individualists who could not however get on amongst
themscives, the worst enenmites of the Koreans in history
were the Koreans themsclves. Hedged in between the
expansive Empires of China and Japan, ipternal dissen-
sion naturally invited foretgn intervention time and agawm.
Fearful of such intervention, the Koreans would whenever
possible withdraw themselves into thetr peninsular shell,
thereby earning their countey the epithet of the Hermit
Kingdom.

The only truc benefactors of the Sceond World
War bat for which thcy might never have been liberated
from Japanese domination which had already lasted half
a century, they were soon zfter words plunged into war
and division, sot that they may not prove an exception to
the rule that war, like crime, never pays. Emerging out of
this background a proud and virile people tiké the Kore-
ans may be forgiven if they appear to act like cats on a
hot tin roof to drowsy neighbours. In immediate post-
independence years, the teaching of Japanese was banned
by President Syng Man Rhee
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Although most of the Japanese-buil( industrics and
buildings have been wiped dul by the war, the legacy of
knowlcdge of fapanese language remarns as a guide to the
age of Korean adults. In present day Korea every Korean
above the age of forty is flucnt in Japanese while hardly
anyone below that age knows any Japanese except per-
haps in Pusan which listens in to television from Kuyshu
across the sed. :

Korean nationalism also maniYests itse!f in tI'rc
matter of written language. Hangul, a phonetic aplhabet
invented with much ingenuity by Empcror Sejong five
hundred years ago, is now vary much in evidence in
Korean oitics - on street signs, - in shop windows, on
banners and <0 on. However, being a late comer to Chi-
nese 1dcographs. already enfrenchded as a learned tech-
: nical language, it is used in conjunction with the idec-
- graphs in official edicts and scholastic texts much in the
- same way as kana ts used in Japan.

; A more genuine mark of Korean identity 15 the

Korean national dress. Women wear a very short, flared
' blouse and a long, high waisted skirt, adding stature to
- the gencrally tall Korcan women. Even in war-timc Japan
§ when its identity was looked down upon, Korcan women
¢ defiantly donned this national drcss as a contrast to the
Japancse kimono. Korean male garb, especially as worn
+by ‘patriarchs, completc with a 'bird cage hat’ and an.
nevnable pipe, projects an image of serene old age. an
-object of fitial picty in Confucian Korea.

Korean virility shows itself best in songs and
ances, always a reliable gueide to national temperament.
he Ural-AJtai origin of the Korcan Language reveals
teself in the Turkish sounding singing voice of Korean

vomen, especially when accompanied by the kayugun
the cquivalent of the Japanese shamisen) to match which:
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the choreography s also rendered somewliat masculine,
According to some observers of the Korean scene, the
singing voice and the manngr of dancing are mercly_a
reflection of thie dominant role of Korean woman (n
domestic life of the family. Another point of rcsemb\angc
to Myanmar women is that Korean women retain their
name on marriage, making concession to westeth system
of adopting the husband's name only when ab.road. An
- externa) implication of the Korean throat power 1s th‘at the
international opera of the future is likely to be dominated
between the golden voices of Australian and Korean
origin. ’
The strong characler of Korean women is r_natc_hcd
by their beauty, thus disposing of a theory of male chaL‘x-
_vinism that beauty and brains do not go together. T'hls
perhaps ¢xplains the historical barter lradg bct_w;en Ko-
rea and Mongol China whereby Mongolian princesses
were brought to Korea to rule as queens and Korean
beauties were exported to China to be consorts of Mon-
golian nobles. The traditional coiffure, with the hair parted
in the middle and pulled back and knotted severely or held
by a large decorative pin, suits the Korcan women better .
than the fancier Western hair-dos.

Korean men, on the other hand. set great store b_y
-physical prow‘css, the art of karate having originate.d n
Korea. Looked upon with some suspicion by the judo
purists in Japan, its conquest pf the rcst} of the \.avorld
including Myanmar was relatively swift. 'lp‘ Korea itself,
those engaged in the martial arts are trained in t(:gl\wando,
a combination of karate and judo.

Koreans have three names, the family name placed
first, 2 name identifying the generation placed second, an.d
an individua! given name placed third. Early in their
history the'y adopred about 200 Chinese clan names as

lassic.com
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l:;;thcir family names, While the number of clan names
' remained static, the number of clan members multiplied
b .in Lime with the result that the South Korean population
- of 50 million now have to make do with 200 family
names, an average of 200,000 persons ciaiming the same
' name. Favourite namcs in the order of popularity are Kim.
i Lee, Park, Ahn, Chae, Cho, Choi, Chung, Han, Kang, Koo.
L Ki, Lim, Oh, Noh, Shin, Shim, Yoo and Yum. You can at
" random address a Korean as Mr Kim, and be correct in
- almost every other case.

Korean hauses are limited ta the ground floor as
b well as in size by an ingenious radiant heating system
L whereby kitchen heat is piped in stone hues under the
L floor of ether ‘all-purpose’ rooms. Large or snrall, Korean
i houses like to be walled in, Chinese style. Perhaps be-
i cause of the limited living space, at least in the cities, .
I Koreans young and old like to spend a lot of time at
© ubiquitous tea-houses serving tea (with ginseng for those
L in need of vigour) in tasteful decor and against a back-
. ground of soft music; the young in search of companion-
ship and romance, and the old to clinch business deals or
L 1o set up nval factions to whatever inslitutions are in
| existence.

At higher levels of affluence, kisaeng (the
| equivalen of geisha) restaurants are visited. There are
however a few differences between the two age-old insti-
‘tutions of geisha and kisaeng. Whereas tle geisha houses
| arc situated in accessible-places, some kisaeng houses are
L build on more remote places like hiltops, both to secure
| peace and quiet and to insulate the noise of merriment
| emanating from them. Whereas at geisha parties, the
,gcishaé rotate among (he guests, offering variety at the
 expense of permanent company, at kisaeng parties, the
I kisaeng girls stick to the same guest for the evening..
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Scondly whereas the geishas generally confine themselves
to occasional sip of the sake, thekisaengs will keep you
company in whatever you drink, chong-fong (the cquiva-
lent of sake), beer or whiskéy. While the head geisha is
known as mamasan (mother), the head’kisaeng is .merely
called sister. Whether it is because kisaengs have a nomi-
nally younger head or because their intake of alcohol is
greater, a kisaeng party is definitely more lively, the games

" played being more vigorous and danng, if also less ex- -

pensive. Japanese businessmen have been known to fly
into some Korean cities just for an cvcmng at a kisaeng
party.

~ What delights a Myahmar palate in Korean ‘diet
is not so much the bulgogi (the equivalent of Japanese
suki0 yaki) or even the sinsollo (a more regal version of
Chinese hotpot) but the peppery, fermented tadish pickle
called kimchi without wliich no Korean meal is complete.
Koreans are perhaps the on]y nosthern people who can
stand a lot of hot chillies in their diet.

~One economic consequence of the division of '
Korea is the attempt to attain economic self-sufficiency
in each half which had formely specialized-industry in the

North and agriculture in the South. Considering that

Korean national initiative was suppresed for half a cen-
tury and that the country was despoiled and the entire
population dislocated by the war, the progress made in the
short period of the last two decades in many fields of
endeavour is truly amazing. When final retunification, the
avowed aim of both Koreas, is achieved, with Arirang‘
possibly as the new national anthem, the Land of the
Morning Clam, peopled by such a dynamic and persever-
ing race, is bound to emerge as the Land of the Morning
Glory.
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51 Uas Para Chile

To a Myanmar, dates in Clilean history are easy to re-
member. The Chileans gained their independence from the
Spamards about the time the Myanmars began to tose their
territory to the British. The Chileans added to their ter-
ritory by winning the War of the Pacific against
neighbouring Bolivia and Pcru aboul the time the
Myanmars completely lost theirs (o the British. Not only
this coincidence of historical dates but the country of
Chile itself was hardly known to the Myanmar until the
advent of Allende Government and the UNCTAD 11 it
hosted, in the samc way as Myanmar was hardly known
to'the Chilean until the Myanmar Road put it on the world
map during World War Il -

To students of geography, of course, Chile (de-
rived from Tchili incaning snow or cold in old Quichua
dialect) has always held its fascination as a small and
elongated strip of land lying between the Andes and the
South Pacific, only [10 miles wide at most but as much
as 2650 miles long. 1ts climate ranges from the desert in
the north to the Mediterrancan in the middle to the rainy
in the near south to the Tundra at the southern end. {n
Chile is situated the southernmost city tin the world, Punta
Arenas, a gateway to the Antarctica across the Strait of
Magellan. ’
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To a Myanmar arniving in Chile via Peru where
one-third of the population look like him and another third
somcewhat like him, the Chileans may appear completely
European like the Argentinians. Fle will see many blond
people who speak only Spanish but look as though they
should speak German or Cnglish. Little will suspect that
in fact in many a Chilean runs the blood of the fierce
Araucanian Indians of the south,who vaiiantly resisted the
Incas from the north and later for three centuries the
Spanish conquistadores.

Coming from Peru at the head of an army of 150
Spanish soldiers and one thousand Peruvian [ndians, a
Spaniard captain Pedro de Valdivia founded Santiago in
15341, After the Peninswlares came the Germans who
settled mostly 1 the sourth.” In other part of the country
a plentiful sprinkling of Enghsh, Irnsh and Scottish names
indicated an infusion of northern European blood, espe-
cially through Valparaisc. the most important port on the
west coast of America until the opening of the Panama
Canal. For example, a Myanmar visiting the Naval Acad-
emy of Chile will be told that it is named after a Chilean
admtral called Arturo Prat. He will also learn 10 his sur-
prisc that the Aung San of Chile bears the name of
Bernardo O'Higgins.

On the other hand, the south European clement has
been reimnforeed by meore recent arrivals of Spaniards,
halidns and Slavs. Whatever the racial mix, ancient or
modern, the finat product is a strikingly handsome race.
Other nations have their fair share of beauties but Chil-
can women are unfailingly good-looking and often beau-
tiful. Therr looks are matched by a charm often charac-
terized as oriental. The icast Latin of South Americans.
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éhaberoning is a thing of the past in Chile. However, an
aspiring Don Juan, mistaken for a bachelor because he
does not wear a wedding ring, will often discovet to his
dismay that his charming date*has heen briefed by Papa
on how best to get to the rendezvous and back hame.

A representative of the Third World arriving in
downtown Santiago may question its suitability as the
venue fo; a conference on under-development, since the
impression he gets is that of a modern- South European
city. A promenade alony the suburban Avenida Providencia
wlere the chic Chilena displays ber elegance may

“heighten his doubts. It is only when he drives further out
to shanty-towns of card board boxes where the under-
privileged live under their own Jaws and their own ‘gov-
ernment’, that one realizes the reality of the Third World
in Chile. . '

A brief jook at thé economy-of Chile will reveal
the Third World charaicristics of the Chileno. A major
Ilivestock producer in the eighteenth century, a major

wheat exporter in the nineteenth century and a net food -

exporter unitl World War 11, Chile has now become a food
importer. While imporfing wheat from the rich Argentniian
neighbours, the Chilicans plant grapes, next only to wheat
in acrecage, and drink ip the excellent wines at fantasti-
cally low prices. The Chileans also prefer imported meat,
again from Argentina. to their own excellent sea-food,
governmeittal exhiortations to the contrary not-withstand-
ing. Imported American {ilms are screeficd at extremely
cheap admission rates while it is ofteit difficult ta see the
excclledt local ballct accompanied by a chair.

Foreign exchange to pay for these and other in1-
ports arc derived 80 per cent fram the export of copper,

WwWw.burmes
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of'whigh Chile hag the world’s largest reserve. The story
of copper in Chile was put in a nutshell, if somewhat
simplistically, by a simple miger as 'They took the cop-
per and left us the holes'.'As in the rest of Latin America,
unequal distribution of wealth has been a thomny problem
in Chj\lc. Until the recent land reforms, there were over
. 300 large farms each with more than 12000 acres while
half a million peasants lived on less tham 4 acres per
family. Likewise, a considerable proportion o fbanking
. and industrial capital was owned between foreign capital
.:' and the Chitean economic elile composed largely of the
Alessandri. Yarur. Matte and Edwards families.

Approach to these cconomic problems was ntainly
ii political. An intensely political people, Chileans young
and old took to political demo}nstrations as readily as they
would burst out into the crneca folk-dance accbmpanied
) by the guitar, the clapping of hands and the tinkling of
i the huaso’s (cowbay) spurs. The typical Chitean fiesta is
£ the rodeo where the huasos demonstrate their riding skills,
| - play guitars and sing typically Chilean cowboy songs. A
hospitable and friendly people, the Chileans are tolerant
¥ of the manner of enjoyment of fun. If they wished you to
3 arrive punctually at a party, they vsed to specify the hour
- as English time, ‘

. For a small nation of 16 mitlion people living in
- an 1solated corner of the world, the Chileans seem to have
b 2 knack of hitting the world press headlines. This may be .
1; because Chile has had many 'firsts’. Even its deserl was
:;-'fiistinguished for possessing the only natural nitrate found
 in 'he. world. its Chuguicanmata is thesrorld's largest open
.;I,’;pll copper mine and its £/ Teiénte the wrold's largest
i underground copper mine. Chile was the firs( country in
i Latn America where a Communiist Party won political
I:';;powcr through democratic elcctions. It also produced ithe
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Pinochet Syndrome Largely the Chileans have threatened
to becoime the most expatriate people in Latin America.
After all their most poplar song has been 'Si vas para
Chile' or ‘Look my girl up.if you go to Chuile'.
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The Praha Spring

If ever there was a country which conformed least to the
pre-conceived notions of an alien visitor. if would be
Czechoslovakia. A European watershed between the Bal-
tic, Black and North Seas, Czechoslovakia is a completely
landlocked centre of Europe. An clongated territory taper-
ing from west to easl, its greatest width taking only threc
hours motoring to traverse, yet it has a most varied
photopography-mountain ranges alternating with valleys.
¢ fertile plains with rolling country pastures with deep
I woods. _

Arriving in the capital of the most industrialized
L | socialist country, one is struck by Praha's t_ra\di‘lional ar-
i/ chitectural treasures, ranging from the monumental Praha
- Castle to the pituresque taverns in cobble-stoned streets:
Tradition usuvally carries grandiose pomp with it; yet the
manner of welcome accorded by the City of Hundred
* Towers to visitors is informal though sincere. Even the
i climate conspires to baffle the stranger; it rains a lot more
§ there in spring and summer than in winter.

A peaple often identified with Teutonic efficiency
" turn out to be one hundred per cent Slav. A stranger fond
. of abbreviations would do well not to refer w0 them as
' Czechs lest he cause offence to the Slovak partners of the
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federation Yet no real ethnic distinction has been found -
between the original Czechs and Slovaks. Only an acci-
dent of history - when on the destruction of their Great
Moravian empire in the beginning of the tenth century, the
Slovaks passed under Magyar rule for a thousand years
and the Czechs went on to found the Bohemian kingdom
--led to separated development. This was later accentu-
ated by religious differences when the Czech Reformation
was brought about by the Hussites and the Bohemian
.Brethren. But the Czechs themselves fell under Austrian
domination early in the seventeenth century. Re-united in
a single political entity only at the end of the First World
War when the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy disintegrated,
they were again the victims of a divide and rule policy :
when Hitler set up a puppet state in Slovakia and made
Bohemia and Moravia German protectorates in the Sec- -
ond World War. Reunited as co-equal partners of the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic (CSSR), the Czechs and
Slavaks, numerically two to one, are separated again.

Their languages being closely related, the Czeghs
and Slavaks can understand each other withdut having 1o
learn the other tongue. In fact Czech was the withen lan-
guage of Slovakia for five hundred years. On the other
hand, when the‘use of Czech in schools as well as in
official intercourse was abolished by the Habsburgs to--
wards the end of the eighteenth century, Slovakia formed
the Czech national reserve.

Is is hard to think of any other people, not éven
the Myanmar with their pre-Independence slogan of
Myanamu is our national language'. for whom the revival
of national language and literAture meant so much for the
nattonal awakening. Held in the custody of peasants and
other common folk during the Habsburg domination for
three centuries when the nobility and the educated used

SSIC.com
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. German, Czech came back into its own when the 'awake-
nears', sxholars and other patrous alike, invented or bor-
rowed words conveying abstract ideas,. Likewise, In re-
sisting Magyarization efforts, Solvak became a literary
| language in the. middle of the nineteenth century. No
wonder than that most Czechoslovak national heroes have
"heen schotars, like Jan Hus the Rector of Charles Univer-
sity (founded 1348), or Jojannes An10s Comenius the last
bishop of the Bohemian Brethren, or Frantisek Palacky the
historian 'Father of the Naiton'. In nrore recent times, both
Czechostovak Presidents of the inner-war period, Masaryk
and Benes, were university professors.

Likewise, Czhechoslovak passion for music and
the arts can be understood as part of a search for national
identity. Two religious songs one composed a thousand
years ago by St. Adalbert and the other composed seven
' ndred years ago about the Czech Prince St. Wenceslas,
" have become such secular national prayers that Hitler
§ . found it necessary to forbid their public perpformance.
The eighteenth century produced considerable musical
(& (alent, but conditions at home being what they were, much
of it went abroad until it found a home in the Praha
' Conservatory at the beginning of nineteenth century. Praha
(hen became a musical centre attracting such luminarles
' as Beethoven, Mozart, Wagner, Liszt and Chopin. Since
music is a power as far as emotions are concerned, it
layed ah important role in the national awakening of the
' following decades. ' ‘ '

Also in the arts, the Habsburg demination pro-
uced a cultural paradox. While it transfonmed Praha into
he great Baroque showpiece of Furope. it also forced
¥ Czech culture underground. The arts became an imported
rticle clothed in a foreign language, while native Czech
“work losj its sopistication and apart from some unde.r-
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ground poetry, became more or less folk art. Since then
Czechoslovak art has staged a comchack with w ven-
geance. Contemporary Czechoslovak art has produced the
Magic Lantern, a brilliant attempt to bring cimema and

theatre together in a kind of total entertainment. Even far’

away New York cinema has staged Czechoslovak film
feshivals. Czechoslovak film fans seem 1o favour ethereal
technicolour as background and platinum blonds as idals.

‘Characterization in films also reflects real life where,
contrary to bourgcoise expectations, ravishing beauties are
found among factory workers rather than receptionists or
sales assistants,

[t is nat casy for a stranger to associate this in-
tense passion for culture with a high degree of industri-
alizalion and salesmanship. fron ore deposits and abun-
dant coal had given Czechoslovakia a large metallurgical
industry even before the War. The Skoda steel wroks at
Pilsen (also well-known (ot ils Pilsener Urquel beer) was
indeed the real objective of Hitler's designs an Czecho-
slovakia while the Sudeton Germans provided a political
pretext for his annexation of the country. Czechosolvak
cconomic presence pre-war in the Third World has been
the famous Bata shocs with which canvas shues were
identificd.

Supporling a population one-third of the size of
Myanmar's on a land arca only onc-fifth of that of
Mydnmar, Czechoslovakia is a net food importer. Perhaps
- conscious of the value of food, the Czechoslovaks prepare
it well and cat well. A visit to a Czechoslovak table is full
of surprises. Dinner is served early, soon after an aperi-
tif; sausage, fish, dumphings and mcat courses following
one another. After dessert and coffee follow the serious
drinking and converstation until the carly hours of the
mormng. The some-what cool and unspproachable exte-
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rior melts and the Slavonic bonhomiec makes its
appcarance, slow in coming bul steadtly paining momen-
tum.

In spite of the Bohemian appellation, the Czecho-
slovaks have that depresscd, slight'y withheld manner of
peop’c who expectautomatically to be ignored. They are
historically minded, beeause being a'nation submerged for
so fong. they had to live on the glorious past to keep their
self-respect. Having known oppression as well as glory in
their lustory. the Czechostovaks are caim and composed,
if somewhat cynical. Having gonc many times in the past
into .exile or underground logcether with their ianguagé,
literature and the arts, the Czechoslovaks treasure them
while other people take them for granted. If their nalional
heross have been reformers and scholars, their alter ego
15 the good soldier Schweik, unassuming but venturesome
passtve but unyiclding, giving the appearance of being

. feehle-minded but actually full of dry humour and earthy

wisdon,
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Cift of The Nile

Of the two Tactors which mould the national character,
envirenment and histery, the former 15 as sitople as the
' : latter is complex. in 1he case of the Exyptains, Tupogra-
phy of Ceypt 1s easy for a Myanmar to imagine; that s,
if he links in reverse lerms, Whereas the Avarwady flows
from a deltiin zoathern Myanmar, the Nile flows {rom
south to nortl and forms o delia in nerthern Fgvpt. So
L'pper Egypl means southern Fovpl  whereas Lppar
Mrwimar means northern Myannsar, Raintull is anotlier
miiter which calis for reverse imacination. Wher<as parts
of Myanmar are among the weties! regtons in the world,
o most of Epypt receives practically no raimn during the
whole el the year and is in fact covered by descrl
But therz js one aspect of economic peozraphy
whicl i« commmon to Myanmar and Eeypt and wlnel: had
a samilar impact on theor pohittea) development. Before the
coluniizanon of the deltain recent times culrivation in Old
Muanimae was done with the aid of an pation netw ork
asan Lavpt Since that irmgation netwaork had ta he con-
' trolted by 2 cemtrnl government and could nat possibly be
ledt ta idependent authorities) both of these "hydras e
societies’ more or Jess skipped the fewdalistic stage of
politizal evolution. In the case ol Epyni, the small sice of
the ihabited area and the casy receus of the [Tat Jand were
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additional factors for the unity of goverument throughoy
its stx millenium of history.

This long unity had blended the people of
in a marked degree of racial homogeneily. No doubt Egyg
had received hordes of invaders, from the Persians to the
Macedonians to the Romans to the Arabs to t

Circassians to the Turks, in its long history. Bul these
conquerors had mostly settled in the cities, only to be:
eventually submerged by succeeding generations off
Egyptan emigrants from rural districts. [n this way, Egyp=!
tian people have more or less preserved the characteris=}
tics of their Pharaonic ancestors upto the present time. Re=
semblance is no doubt cnhanced by the fact that ag ¥
Cleopatra did two thousand years ago, modern Egyptian.
women wear the eye-shadow, Revlon in the cities and the
kohl in the countryside. Traces of foreign racial elements,
notably of the Greeks, thc Arabs and the Turks, can be |

observed only in the. larger cities.

! Whereas the Myanmar is essentially a rustic, there |
being onty one myotha to more than four 7awihas, the -
Egyptian is much more of a city-dweller, the ratio of urban

to rural population being as high as three to four. The
reason is not far to seek. Egypt's per capita production of
" cement is sixteen times that of Myanmar, while Egypt's
production of timber is negligible compared to Myanmar's
abundance of wood and bamboo. Egyptain cities are there-
fore as impressive as the Egyptian countryside is
wretched. The village is a collection of huts of sun-dried
mud brick with mud roofs on beams of date palm. Prob-
ably the reverse is true of Myanmar. While wooden houses
or more commonly the bamboo huts look attractive indi-
vidually-in the spacious.and green countrysidc, their
conglonierations in towns are as much an eye-sore as they
"are a fire hazard.

lassic.com

qructure is also a broad-based pyramid. Psychol.oglca}ly
and historically a very old people, ic Egyptians alrc
hologically very young, nearly lwo-}lhﬁds of the’popu a-
lion being under thirty. An economic factor which con-
ributes to the high birthrate is w:desprea;i cotton culti-
vation which provides employment for children and turn
(he child into a financial assct at an early age. The almost
obligatory nature of marriage, limited employment oppor-
lunities for women, the prestige alnd legal advgntagcz
enjuyed by married women are social 'faclors which Ic_a

to a high nuptiality rate. Early mamages, the scculmy
against divorce a child affords its motber, as well as

A Myanmar Laoks at Others 133

Inhabitants df the land of pyramids, their age

frequent divorces and re-marriages tend to i'ncreas'c the
chance of child-bearing. .

Egypt supporls a population two-ﬁflhls Jarger than
Myanmar's on less than a third o.f Myagmars area under
cultivation with the aid of irrigan.on\._whlf:h makes d(?uble
or triple-cropping possible. The complchon of thc.glggn-
tic Aswan High Dam with Soviet aid has adde.d cor_md-
erably to agricultural production. Nevertheless, co‘ns,rdetr—
ing the long-standing reluctance of the Egyp.nansd o .
cmigrate, over.population has long been con51dcrt; ‘|a
major economic problem of Egypt: [Fx the k.)ng’ run,. al(;
ing the blooming of the desert, rapid mdustrgh\aahon an
birth control are.considered to be the sqlutton'and these
measures have been pursucd with some success.

To a nétive of a tropical monsoon region, it is hy.ard
(o imagine the effect of desert climate on thf: Egyptian
way of life, In summer, twelve t.lours of burning sun out
of-a cloudless sky alternating with twelve hours without
the sun prbducle a difference of tcmpcraturc of more lban
30F Standing at the same spot, say n fn?m of lhé Sph.lfnf
ot Gizeh, one can swoon with heat at mid-day and 5}'11\ 2
with cold at nitd-night. Cairo strects are full of peopie all
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night, their eyes naturally wandering up the clear sk i
where stars and satellites can be best seen. Such a scepce:
makes one readily understand why astronomy ongmawdf:
in the Middie East.:

Flying over the Nile or even from the top of th
Cairo tower, one can observe a very sharp break betwee
" the narrow . strip of fertile valley and the desert beyon
Motoring through the desert, say from Cairo to Alexan
dria, one can understand the measure of wétcome for th
one who made it to an oasis and hence the proverbial Ara
hospitality. No Arab feasting is complete without th
Oriental Dance, better known to the Occidentals as th
belly dance, accompanied by the lilting Arabian music.
The hot days turn cool nighits into a time to play 2s well "/
as to work. The Aswan High Dam was built during the . 1
mght under search lights. i

A [and sustained by the toiling fellanhin but once
dommatéd by the Pashas. and the Beys llvmg in town, the 3

Sotialism. Egyptian uniderdevelopment pire-war had taken
a peculiar form of social development lagging behind i
* economic development. For example; in 1937 literacy rate
of population above the age, of five was as low as 18 per §
- cent compared to about 50 percent in Myanmar. Since then
education has been promoted in Egypt with such vigour
that its primary education has almost drawn level with
Myanmar's while its secondary education is nearly dou-
. bly more widespread and its higher education trebly more
widespread than in Myanmar. Education of women has
also made progress, every third student in secondary
schools and every fifth student in highter institutes being
a girl. Egyptian formula for the educated umemployed at
one time was to offer them a degree allowance if they
were doing somc work beneath their capacity. While

lassic.com
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Egypt's pre-war intellecturals consisted mostly of men of
the thousand crafls, the recent trend has been to producé -
able specialists in many fields of learmng, an increasing
number of whom are now serving in fellow Arab coun-
tries-or even beyond ith international organizations.

In spite of its political pre-occupations, Egypt has
been active in the field of international economic rela-
tions. Together with India, Pakistan and Yugoslavia, Egypt
has been an activist of the Third World 1n the international
arena. In fact the first United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD) was presided over by an
Egyptian and so is the United Nations Industrial Devel-«
opment Organizmion (UNIDO) in Vienna,
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# : _ 3 The 0One Who Came
Acraoss the Sea

The Indian the contemporary Myanmar commonly knows
1s the one who came across the sea (ku la) with the British,
after Lord Dufferin made an unusually imept decisiom to
make Mongoloid Myanmar a province of British Indiz. So
he was either a Pubjabi soldier in the British Indian Army,*
a Bengalt clerk in the British Myanmar administration, a
‘Marawari merchant or a Chettyar money-lender cashing
in on the British policy of laissez-faire, or a Tamjl sea-
sonal labourer for the delta rice fields--by no means a
fraternal or lofty representative of the great Ind{an
civilisation which so profoundly influenced the culture of
Southeeast Asia. Forpotten long ago was the ancient
bearer of the gospel of Gautama Buddha, the importer of
the South Indjan script or the initiator of the architecturc
of Pagan.

To know the true Indian, a Myanmar need to cross
over himself to the land.of Hindustan which 1s not a
country but a sub-continent (n itself. However, the visit-
mg Myanmar bent on the discovery of India is bound to
feel like one of thase ponnas (Manipuri soothsayers
known at the Myanmar Court as prophets - incidentsliy-
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proving the theory that a man is never a prophet in his
own land) trying to interpret the anatomy of an elephant.
Is Delhi- with a summer temperature of 110F and a win- .
ter temperature of 40 F, itself divided into the Old Delhi
of the Red Fort, the Jama Masjid and the slums, and.a well
laid-out New Delhi complete with a hew diplomatic en-
clave (doubbed as the world’s poshest ghetto) -- the real &
india? Or, is Kashmir -- a paradisé on earth with its high
mountains, flowering valteys, blue lakes and sparkling
streams -- the real Ingia? Or, is Bombay -- the raditional
Gateway of India where (lo quotc an Indian journalist) the
mos! beautiful midriffs in the world sway to- the Jatest
Western music -- the real India? Or, is Rajasthan (the f
former Rajputana or the land of the sons of a King) --
dotted with magnificent palaccs (and now some mines) 4
surrounded by an arid countryside ... the reat India? Or
is Calcutta --- that much maligned city with ils teeming
millions, the biggest port in the East and the cuttural i
capital of [ndia -- the real India? Or, is the once capital
of cool and industrial Bangalorc where they stell wake you. §
up at dawn for a cup of tea -- the real India? Or, is the A
" coastal and fertile Kerala -- caste and sub-caste-ridden and
yet the first state in India to be ruled by Communists--
the veal India? Or, is Assam-where they grow tea and mine §
oil, and where youths practiced bride capture to avold
arranged marriages - the real India? Perhaps the real Indla L
is all, thesc and more. Let us explore further. x

Let us take the questlon of who is an Indaan"‘-

by the Aryan invaders from the north, that [ndia hagd)
received a succession of intruders and immigranis f-ronj"
the Army of Alexander the Great to the Parsces fronig
Persia to the Mohammedan in¥aders who founded
Mogul Empire (the last ruler of which Bahadur Shah Zafa
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wa‘sl exiled to Yangon much as the last Myanmar king was
exiled to Ratanagiri in South India). So the tall and hefty

- Punjabi, given to hard living and hard drinking, is as muxh

an Indian as the short and slight Tamil given to poctry and
dancing. The fair-skinned Parsee with a stake in the
Bombay stock Exchange is as much an Indian as the
swarthy Keralan with his predilection for Marxist politics.
The intellectual Bangali full of emotion for his rich lit-.
eraturc is as much an Indian as the Gujarati with his higly
developed business axumen. Perhaps to be an Indian is all
these and a little more.

. Turning to languages, one finds 200 in all, of
which 12 are spoken by groups of more than 10 million.:
They range from Sanskrit-oriented Hindi to mellifluous
Bengali to the tongue rolling Tamil and Telegu. They even
inctude a Tibeto-Myanmar language like Garo or a Mon-
Khmer language like Khast, a2 remnant of one of the early
population niovements into India from Inde-China.
Whereas in China the different dialects are all written in
a common ideographic script, the Indian languages have
djfferent, though rclated, scripts. The closest thing to a
common fanguage in India has been English although
Hindi has now been made an official lahguage side by side
with English Again, English spoken by Indians ranges
from a variety heard from lady announcers of the All -In- -
dia Radio (where the turnover of staff is frequent because
so ntany fell in love with tbe voic and eventually with its
owner) to the manfill Angli-Indian slang to the legend-’
ary Babu- English immortalized by Peter Sellers in his
best-selling record. ‘

India is also rich in religious beliefs -- Hindus,
Sikhs, Mustims, Jains, Christians, Buddhists. A land of
Nadhus, Yogis and of sacred animals, even to“day it has
produced its mod prophets. ;
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the awareness ¢f the-eommen hesitage of and ancient’
civilization --- exemphﬁed by the.Ajanta and Ellora caves,§
the holy city of Benares, the Buddhm pilgrim centres o
Buddhagaya, ‘Saranath an_d Sanchi, the Pink City of}§
Jaipur,the palaces of Udaipur, Hyderabad and Mysore, and
the Taj Mahal, Emperor Shah Jehan's mcmonal to his Iaté
queen. o _
But fiving in establis'hed societies for centuries §
had also stylized the framework and rules of living to- 4§
gether and had produced the system of caste, sub-caste,
untouchab)h(y and even-unapproachbility. The tradition of |
the joint-family had curbed the enterprising and sheltered
the easy-going members apart from producing the tyranny ]
of the mother-in-law for the bride who goes over to the |
family to live. Deference-to age and political continuity
had at one time. 1ed to a Parkinsonian situation where a. |
man with initiative and ideas does not get to a position
of authority until his own are blunted and he is ready to
blunt those of others. As to the charge of public prudery
and private sensualiy, it has becn disproved historically |
by the amourous sculpture of Khajuraho, but its modern
mamfcsmwn tingers on in prohibition.

Living in great numbers in a not too bountiful land
had tended towards a material gap between promise and
performance as well as an emphasis of mind over matter. :
This ‘spiritualness had its positive aspects such as !
Gandhiji's doctrine of non-violence. It has also enhaoced
the appreciation of small but significant symbols of life
such as the love of flowers (gartanding is a national habit)
or dancing (of which there are four main schools -- the
classical Bharats Natyant of South India, the story-telling
Kathakali of Kerala, the virile Kathak of North India, and
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the sercne Manipuri of Assam) or songs (in which Indian
films. abound). The same national temperament has also
led to preference for cricket and hockey over socccr
Numbers still appears to bethe grealest problem
of the world's largest democracy, As its Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, the daughter of Pandit Nehru, told thel
UNCTAD meeting in 1968, ‘When 1 think of anything, |
have to think of 500 mllllon [t has since gone up to 1000

million.
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The Roman Hblidag
Generally speaking, there are two ways of communal life .
djctated by the climate. In the cold North, ‘where doors
and windows are kept shut, social life among those 'who
know one another takes place mdoorq by appointment and
people generally keep their reﬂerve and privacy. In the
warm South, on the other hand, people live in the court-

© yard, talk to each other [rom window to window, run into’

one another in.the street, and mingle in the square.

Within the framework of thes¢ two communal

ways of living, one can choose between two individual

ways of life again. One is the cool, detached manner of
tiving, keeping one's feelings bottled up inside and.main-
taining a Suff upper lip. The other is the warm, involved
mannes of living, freely éxpressing one's feetings, laugh-
ing or crying with one's ups-and downs.

Four combinations are therefore possible. The
first-- the cool way of life in a cold community life-- is
represented by the Scandinavians. They all lead a well-
ordered stable middle-class life-and treat onc another as
complete equals. They hardly ever smile and like morbid
films. In the end they get so bored with life that quite a
few of themt commit suicide. '
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The second combination is a warn personal way
of life amidst a cold commuaal life as exemplified by the
Slavs. They keep themselves warm by huddling together, -
drinking vodka and chanting songs. The more talented
smong them express their iritense pcrsoﬁal feetings in
(nterminably long masterpicces of literature and music.

A cool, detached individual way of life within a
warm open communal life-- the third possible combina-
tion -- is perhaps lived by the Myanmars amongst others.
Otherwise a warm-blooded people, their cool, detached
way of life is perhaps fostered by the Buddhist faith they
prqfess to tide over vicissitudes in life.

The last and perhaps the hottest combination -- a

“warm expressive way of individual life lived amisdt

a warm open socxcty -~ is typically personificd by the
[taltans. -

Speaking the most natural language -- the one
spoken with lips in contrast with those spoken through the
nese like French or the throat'like Cerman -~ the Italian
tends to speak rather. fast. This is most noticeable from
[talian films dubbed into English where the English voice
sounds more like automatic- gunfire.

But as if words were nol adequate to express his

* 7 thoughts or feelings, the Italian gesticulates. There is a |
tale of German, French and Italian prisoners of war who

were interrogated under duress. Whereas the German and

The French talked, the Italian did not. When
complhimented on his courage, the Italian said “How could

L talk? My limbs werc tied.” The ftalian is an unashamed
exhibitionist and a consummate actor. [talian dramatic
-talent has conqucred the film industry of the world and

it is not uncommon for a budding film director lp Hol-  §

lywood to assume an [talian wame. Sophia Loren, La
Loilo, Vittorio de Sica and Vittorio Gassman are now

A
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household words in th.e film world.

The romantic proclivitics of the [taljan have been
a subject of controversy. On the one hand, there is the
legendary Lalm Lover personificd by the great Casanova
to whom every woman falls at the touch of his hand. On
the other hand, there is the northern theory that/Latins
make lousy lovers. There is no doubt however that the
Jtalian man with his rare insight into feminine psychol-
ogy' and his suave and surprisingly unhurried manner has .
brought about the Roman spring of many a Mrs. Stone.
Appreciation of feminine beauty has of xourse given rise
to the practice of ogling but it is doubtful if a staring
Italian like his Orental counterpart takes in much more
than the northern European looking out of the corner of
his eye. The other amorous practice the [talian shares with
the Myanmar has drawn much.comment from the North-
erners who come from the cold climate.

If suavity is the forte of the ltalian man, clegance
15 the crowning quality of the Italtan woman that vies with
the chic of the Frenchwoman. Compared with the rosy
complexion of her northern sisters, the Italian woman
fooks pale but she knows how to wear the matching make-
up and the contrasting dark hair and often a dark dress-
- which all adds to her elegance. In fact it was Byron's
description of the dark hair of one of his women in one
of his peoms that made another, a red-head who had
inspired an earlier peom, fly immediately into a rage.
Donna Maria's problem still is the one she shares with her
Mediterranean sisters, that is, how not to gain weight with
the years like Mama.

This weight problem is of course closcly con-
nected with the Italian diet which like the Myanmar diet
prominently features cereals --- spaghetti, marcaron: of
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noodles, as the case may be. Whereas the Myanmar us
his rice as a base for the curry. vegetables or even the so
to be taken simultanciously, the italian takes his pasta
a preliminary to meat, vegetables and salad. Whercas f
Myanmar one has to go to a monastery to see how th
boys there tackle their rice in hearty manner, in Italy o
can observe in a more accessible place like a restaruanf
how a middleaged man, equipped with a large napkin d
pling like a bib from his neck, tackle his pasta in a bu
ness-like manner. If the pasta happens to be noodles:
brought from or taken to China by Marco Polo but defi
nitely improved in Italy -- at the Alfredo's of Rome in th
fifties, the Grand Old Man looking every inch like’
oulinary Einstein would occasiaonally come out and seqv.
with his special spoons. If the foreign guest happened to
be from an exotic place like Myanmar, he would so m-_<.
form the gatering of gourmets by shouting Viva Blrmama
with raised,arms.

Although every visitor is urged whllc in Rome 'to
do as a Roman, there is not much an average Raman can_g.- )
do in Rome in the way of la dolce vita, becausc of its’:?
proximily to the Vactican. The Vatican exercises a moral
restraint.on life in the External City and as a result mt.t(:ll'l?';(;I
of social life in Rome takes place behind drawn: cunains._"
Night culbs in Rome arc tame affairs compared to Paris §
and other carefree cities of Europe. The avante gardc
Italian films that draw such large crowds clscwhcrc are |
nowhcrc to be seen in Rome. *_'

Bul in every other way Rome has much to offer
to the visitor-- history, culmre, art, musie and of course §
exccllent food and wines. You only have to throw three ,f
coins in the Trevi Fountain and you may not have to say. §
arrivederci Roma for long. At la Scroglio de Napoli -j_

18
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cestaruant, where skilled violinists serenade yoir lady with
\hat nostalgic song, a drop of tear wrung from. your lady's
eye will give so much artistic satisfaction to these artistes’
that they may not even collect the tips normally offercd.

While a visit to Rome with narrow -streets in its
ancient parts will explain why Fiat cars (their initials
Jerived from Fabrico Italiano Automobilo Torino) have no
mud-guards. it is necessary to visti other citics and the
countrv side, especially in the south, to discover the total
ltaly. The hisorical impotance of the other cities such as
Iorence, the cradle of the Renaissance, Naples with its
famous Neapoll(an mucic and foad, Venice with 1ts fa‘
mous St Mark's Square and romantic gondolae as well as
(he economic importance of Milan, the industrial heart of
ltaly with the Dunomo and La Scala, _make these forays
from Imperial Rome ncccssary for the understanding of
the reunited Italy. - '

Evien more sigificant is the existence of the ‘North
and South in [taly. The agricultural 'South where there are
vignettes of rice farming (remember the Bitter Rice?)
almost indistinguishable from those of Myanmar and the
industial North which absorbs the surplus labour are a
typical replica of tlie Third World.- Economic growth {tal-
ian style has consisted of three elements, industrialization, -
tourism (helped by the fact that unlike the French the
{talians like to speak English) and emigration (the most
emigrant nation as a proportion of its total population after
the Israelis and Irish). If the land that produced Leonardo
da Vinci can now produce a solution (o the problem of
confrontation between the North and South that can be
reproduced on a world-widc scale, it will be the most
significant contribution ftaly can make to the Third World.
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The Swing of the Pendulum

On August 15, 1945, the remaining Axis Power, Japan -
- undefeated so far in history_because the Divine Wind
(Kamikaze) saved her from superior naval fleets of Kublai
Khan and the Russian Czar -- capitulated to American
atomic power. On August 15, 1970, exactly 25 years later
to a day, the mighty American dollar capitulated to the
combined assault of Japanses Yen and Germian Deutsche-
mark, by suspending its convertibility to gold. In late
1945, Emperor Hirohito made an unprecedented call on
General MacArthur at the SCAP héadquarters. In late
1970, President Nixon flew to Alaska to meet the same
Emperor of Japan during his stoppover on his way to
Britain '
Entirely bombed out and closs to starvation at the
end of the Second World War, Japan is now an Economic
Power to be reckoned with, in the same class as the USA,
the EEC and thc CMEA. How did the Japanese-swelled
to a hundred million by repatriates from the lost territo«
ries overseas, and crowded onto a small resource-poor
island -- do #? One reason given is that having renounced
war as an mstrumem of state policy in its very Constitu-
tion, Japan Tike (Jcrmany, was freed from the burden i
defence expehditure to devote all ts-energies and resources .
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to economic rcgonstru'aon and growth, The main reason, ;‘
however is that, humiliated by military defcat and foreign 2

occupation, the Japancse vented all their militant nation- ,7
alism on aimost warlike economic competition to redeem "';
their national face. In this they were merely repeating
listory. At the time of Mciji Restoration, which indeed
marked (he Renaissance of Jupan, the dethroned class of ;;:;
Japancse samurais turned on their Bushido spirit to indus-
try and commerce, when the closed-door isolationist ‘
policy they maintained during the Tokugawa period was \3'

rudely interrupted by Comnigdore Perry's black ships.

But behind this success story of a national eco- [/
nomic mriacle,what sacrifices yere made by the Japanese §
people as individuals? Al fﬁdt stoic endruance of the i
unendruable, al} that unfailing deference to hicrarchy, atl 4
that patiént industyial discipline, all that keen commerial -/ '
competiton they seem so admirable to outsiders, but how’: b
excruciatingly painful it must have been’ at times to n-: -;
dividual members of the group who have 10 sink thetr* 3
individuality and toe the line? The situation recalls a,_.__
military parade, so impressive to the spectators but_so:.‘if
exacting to the individual troops be it a German goose-
step or a changing of the Palace Guard. So let us get §
oursclves inta the place of the sons of Yamato and see how  §
it is like. To get the feel of both old and new Japan, let
us trace the life of a now middle-aged Japanese. b

As in Myanmar, childhood is the most cnjquble-g";
period of one's life in Japan, especially for a boy. If he §
happens to Ibé the first born, the one 1o carry forward the
family and perpetuate thc ancestral name, he will be §
treated like a littie monarch. [f a girl with no brothers, she
too is important because her husband will be adopted into k.
the family to carry on its name. (Because of such arrangc- .
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ment, two kid brothers who later became the Prime Min-
isters of lapan were known as Kish and Sato).

Then at the lcnder age of past c}even (the equiva-
lent of the Birlish eleven plus). the rat race began for a
boy in a bourgeois family. The uitimate goal was of
courser to graduate from one of the Imperial Universities
(now simply named after the city where they are located,
such as Tokyo University, Kyoto University and so qn) as
a passport to an effective govérnmental carcer. For 2.
military career, graduation from the Imperial Military '
Acadeniy was a must, But to gain entrance to an Imperial
University, one had to graduate from one of the numbereg
high schools (First High School in Tokyo, Third High
School in Kyoto, and so). Again, to enter one of these
numbered high schocls, one need to have been rigorously
trained at the best middle schools. So an ambitious Japa-
nese youth had to siart poring over pages and pages of
complicatcd Chinese characters, at school, at home and
cven in the moving electric train while commuting be-
tween these two places. He would therefore soon become
bespectacled, v.k_né power 1n his glasses increasing with each
grade at school. (No wonder outsiders find every other
Japanese bespectacled). With the rate of selection at one
in a dozen or two, youcan imagine the heartbreak of the
young failures. A favourite atonement for failure among
the impetuous yound was to jump off into Mount Asama
or some other volcano, leaving behind the telltale straw
slippers used for climbing. Even mure heartbreaking is the
occastonal case ¢ o successful candidate who had in the
meantime contracted tuberculosis of the lungs (to prevent
which cotton gauze masks ar¢ commonly worn among
young students).
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FFor the few who made the grade, the rewards were

ample, steadily going up the bureaucratic ladder and *

marrying a rich and/or beautiful wife on the way. Even *

in student days, for example at Kyoto Imperial, one would

receive favours from ambitious maekos or geishas of

F

Gion; hence the nick name of a Gion Universpty gradu- -
ate. When the able one among them became a Permanent "

Secretary, the remaining members of the graduating class
would resign for reasons of face and would be found
suitable positions an the board of directors of numerous
firms and corporations. (Government servants retiring on
superannuation or prematuraly are welcome by the private -
sector for their governmetital connections or by political
parties for their admiistrative experience.

Whether in governmental or company employ, a
senjor executive's day at work (s invariably followed by
entertaining at a geisha house or night-club out of expense
accounts, it being a custom to clinch business deals in
more congenial atmosphere than that of an office room.
The role of the geisha has becen much misunderstoad by
aliens with dirty minds and is actoally to flattcr the ego
ard sooth the nerves of the overworked highly-strung
executives. Whatever the degree of involvement, it is cold
comfort however to the warting wives at home who must
sit up late to welcome the husband home. No wonder,
Yangon and such other postings abroad where the husband
comes home dircelly from office are muéh cherished by
wives of Japanese embassy officials and company execu-
tives. .

[n old Japan, a woman has three masters in her

life-~ the father in her youth, the husband on her marriage
-and the eldest son in her widowhood. In a poor family it

was not.unconmmon for a beautiful daughter to volunteer
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ot look after the youngér children or the ailing parents by
becoming a macko (literally a dancing girl) requiring

. several years training, later graduating into a geisha (lit-

erally an accomplished person). In this jet age, some
modern girls prefer thc short cut and become night-club
hostesses after a few dancing lessons. Therc is therefore
a great shortage of maekos evenin Kyoto and @ 1s not
unusual for a popular maeko to dancc at several banquets
on the same evening, rushing from one place to another
like 2 Mademoiselle Butterfly.

Thanks to the diligence of farmers (who in the old
hierarchy ranked after soldiers and before artisans and
traders), the Japanese have solved the problem of food but
still face the problem of living space, now compounded
by pollution. Adapting itself to limited space, Japanese
love of nature has produccd the japanese garden (giving
one a sense of space) as well as indoor appreciation of
nature such as ikebana (flower arrangement). Breaking out
of a sense of being cooped up, the Japanses are fond of
travel, both internally and now éxternally. Hotels in Hong
Kong and Bangkok now have directions printed in Japa-
nese and at Hong Kong shops a Japanesc-speaking cus-
tomer can cxpect better service than an English-speaking
client.

Whereas made in Japan label forcver was consid-
ered to be a mark -of inferiority, it has come to mean the
opposite these days. °

How the affluent Japanesc wiil use their material
prosperity is highly speculative. Japanese history has been
likened 1o the swing of the pendulum bétween periods of
total absarption of superior foreign cultures, be it Chinese,
Korean, European or American, and periods of assimila-
tion. In an absorptive and therefore inevitably imitative
petiod the Japanese has not been a very attractive Asisan,
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heid places like South Africa. On the other hand, 1n i#
extrémist periods of assimilation sllch as the colonial or
war period, impostions of Japanese language and culture i
became a2 mandatory policy of state. The true test of i
greatness of the Japanese people will lie in striking a
balance. : ' j
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The Peninsulares
[ ]

While it is obvious that the British called Malaya and

Singapore the Straits Settlements after the Malacca Straits,

it is still a mystery, at least to the author why they were
known to the Myanmars as Pashu Peninsula (U:xm 3

c@? agug)u Even more mystlfymg is the apellation of Free
Masoris in Myanmar as the Pashu Headhun'ers Associa-

tion. (vogpesléifyodamarés)n A less terrifving and much

more edible item of pcmnsular origin is the Pashu noodlcs

| (udm.ca']agag), on sale, at the Chinese restaruants in
Yangon. ~

One suspects that the popular Myanmar reference
is to the Malaysian Chinese rether than the Malaysi proper

--- especially those Chinese families commuting pre-war

between Yangon, Penang and Singapore, the most promi- |

nent among them being the Tiger Balm King.

The ricial composition of Malaysia is evenly
divided between Malays and Chinese, with a sizeable
Indian community, mostly of Tamil origin. On the other
hand the island state of Singapore is about 90 per cent
Chinese, about 10 per cent Indian, with a small Malay
community living in the outskirts of the city.

The Malay Peninsula is rubber country, a train
jgumcy from Bangkok to Singapore being the most con-
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vincing proof of it. Rubber needs a moderate but year
round rainfall which can however be very monotonous to
human inhabitants.. Equally visible, but only form the air,
are the open tin mines in the South, producing the sec-
ond most important export commodity. Life on plantations
and at the mines is therefore the most common type of”
experience for the majority of workers although there is
now rapod industialization and IT products and oil figure
prominenly among exports. An importer of labour, Malay-
sia tries to be a financial -centre like Signapore.

As for the multi-racial elite, British educational
influence remains strong as a tementing tie, Malaysia
being the most recent South-east Asian country to declare
its independence. Nowhere else will you find so many
barristers-at-law in positions of power as in Malaysia.
However, partly as a result of Colombo Plan, nearby
Australia is now fast supplanting far away Britain as a
favourite seat of learning for Malaysian students.. A spirit
of compromise and practicality prevails in thc adminis-
tration, its culmination being found in the rotating king-
ship among the former Sultans. In fact Malaysia is a place
where Guinness is still good for you.

Malay is a simple sonorous language, the easiest
among South-east Asian tongues for foreigners to pick up.
Also spoken by Indonesians, disparities between Malay-
sian and Indonesian Bahasa spellings-- legacies of the
differing colonidl systems-- are now in the process of
being eliminated. Malay ranks with Arabic after Chincse,
Indian and Japanese as numerically the most important
Asian tongue. Add to this its basic simplicity and its
romanization and 1t is bound to become the most impor-
tant South-east Asian language of the futurc.

Malay character is no mystery to the Myanmar,
both being of the same Mongoloid extraction. Both are tol:



‘tourney,

‘Malaysia is truly Asia.
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erant, generous and fun-loving types although they ca
also be religious - Moslem in the case of the Malay an
Buddhist in the case of the Myanmar, However both ca
flare up at a sense of being deceived or wronged and ca
be quick at the draw, the dagger in the case of the Malay.
and the dah in the case of the Myanmar

Essentially a non- -gconomic admmlstratnve type.:
like the Myanmar, the Malay is fond of being a bureau-!
crat. More fond of tinkering with machines than with:
people, the Malay like the Maynamr is a good mechanic ;1§
and a supetb driver. A caneball player like the Myanmar.'-l;"
the Malay is a dedicated soccer fan, from the Prime i
Minister downwards, as cv;denccd by the annual Merdekﬂ
"

. Like the Myanmar, the Malay is fond of colour
and festivity. Sarong kebaya in various bues and pattems )
13 as graceful as the male ceremonial dress:in black and * *..
deep colours is elegant. A Malay wedding ceremony is as ]
much a splash of colours as its Myanmar counterpart. b

~ Happily the qualities of the Malays are comple-
mented by those of the Malaysian Chinese. Mulu racial 'J

seclassic.com

o §2ag05 20019

Mﬂacca Strails ucozgp:cqmcﬁ@ocrﬁgé @ogaﬁo%m EECLLAYR
55 od‘mg_c% Straits Settlements wca’fe@:é ooéq)m:»gcoé'

génchor el oogpopd: agoSwezTc@:E egticod:
ol @ua& m&wé«p Free Masons o3c3 uwcﬂ&@o&mw&q

cSTRE0Er il mgoSercarncbBEBSeqpicsn oagE
Ao Sy woten Gfoochmesl 20
UEUéEG:D’.) oct\xq):cr?&q&wo:(ﬁmog q$r72§ - &ﬁ ~ 0
Wy - a9MmRE: qrw§opRecHIEIY VeiEmQDd
BB EBgfmeh powonfaé oyprnbiyegieadien
veurgp: codicqen vecimbodh meobanboodi oabcd
ovgigiced Slobain acog cplicqen oogod go spPgdiog Ao
e o0 apSadiod) Bo§BLymes vecoimd o} [gdd 3w
g o8z eecorybiencSes [RodedienrdBigad [gbach -
odmapl: ddiaory ocbrgmdd 8iqeondiepl cop dqet fmych
scléaoiolarpd oobybodt aagpdiccd Sigpaopd qpadpored [Bich
chu pRoacgcdons: wonzan Rieg oepr aBasBmbes Sofgfyd
é @¢03:5T3:Gm8§5:§ 59@1(’%5!0%0% GC\)w’)é&C\ﬁé é% (Déﬁ’p:
g cp.qdn Bosln spdoed: sepipwd cdon(Fsd Sefy
y&i3 cpSdlaeaioopd: edfreschopl vecuiqpeangd oody
codpabediapigy mpiecniig megmepapigy ofgpéiad




- www.burn

o?@ o §::Dcﬁcg$:

prcoffn Sopbopdeiopl IT BEcubedn qup(‘oucasr oprge ;
So&d) ednustmiioy mapoeiodiedaf [Brencuod§ein

apd: cq§‘:x_3 § 8&fa a?o:no opt 38'5 qu .

BaydcS§eumianfyd vecoiep: o cmﬁm&ﬁm 3
QYOS Ep: op

@0’5%5033. csprpridin (seasigproniqeyh odboderba

250} cracirep i edn), secoreprmiqed 980ge0305 Siont) 3
corgy edlwdelopé mgadadd GpePuqsea cnqo%gus 3
| emplraonddagd 8EFprayiepodgep obslos @o%@g&:q
8&[Freoplramtemmgod vecoignig magpad: [gbachn [§oday | ;.
o§[03:316 eroqodachapm %éé@o:crqa&mqo:éa copéitos |
B g€ dcdonpdens) vscrgpro§piraybuomnBarm 5t
opremSnE mepmlgeio? meedmbsé (oclyayad 33cm 4

securomipS avonnd :6q g ooy |
32505 meySmzd: (3 9E8§qpa}aopboopd: secvioom: | ;
efgoep §Eimagmyd [Frpigdoled ecdep: ao@@cﬁm :mq ]
BOPRYPI9§0> QI 93%031 Ao§ BTyt smgdoorisd arf:
o e[raymepaifgbein aoglmcosdt agudi sppumageplgtoogh: 3
sqp8lep veriomadES Mmenoddpé megeomEargd |

_mee0fiad: omom @80)93(1‘35‘3%:%

88§05 GgeSalfadd Giorcind verioomodd |
§o:opS waodn §d3ecd: qobeodeepeep! comiconcaicson |
eq%cq%@égﬁ c30nchedupk Tmareganx gt seau: §
» vl [§5wr00 9g T Bewd 2BS36F) meodor: |
aq@co&\g,c a88:000 pepdg ]gﬁooogcoéu PeORM o7t c@oe _'

ood @$mm o mmén
sbBi0cl Sigmonbapcdes; seo0d m&aeqpopé o'}a)qo

BE apn%:nsq.ma% oBgESSN0gacken Befoppé §dBocy: |
andewréiogfimiein 88300l [GEcdacdd somad: Slogo |

eclassic.com

@ﬁwmﬁéxé oyfkgé . 390
St o$[5: :noEmd Alogsdly g g808 wrsazom:

omay: B mﬁ oGS )

[g$er3y seostanpd Qoo [Fodchn seimdg
208: G3ed ceple sarong kebaya oopd cwod wecureanaipiode.
npodmadepé modmenpd afarichr secoiedorcand
g Ghopgpdioy eeplocpbicomncie ecma@éf(ﬁé :8: Sul-
tan cobaynadad meyadory wq&m@c&xﬁqﬁ% 1Goep c00d0E
gma:o%go aégmmémuséu

uecom:mo ocopo%cf} kpdgdreoepopded mgoSS?Qm
8¢ 8 gmeq gﬁxcmégo&@ﬁéa nbodbopéaopd: veandd

»fopr c4BEals vecrrnomoesy apocbean mgohopded?
wpS  elppadfliey sumbeombaridimnd Sweovconts

obdeg Jogedmecodpdn cpfd 0c5 eecofadd dE
Sy c@%@omc@ Malaysia Truly Asia [g6ahs

: ) i ﬂ



Suddenly Last Summer

Before 1933 no one had heard of Pakistan because it wa
only then that the name was invented by one Choudh
Rahmat Ali at Cambirdge. The word has a double mean
ing. It can mean 'land of the pure'; also the letters in
indicate some of the intended provinces of the ne
Muslim state --- Punjab Afghan (ie Panthan for North4}
West Frontier province), Kashmir, Sind and Baluchistan

And before 1922 no, one knew that the site of th:

the banks of the Indus River, were discovered by archa"'
ologists. Qriginating about 2500 BC, -- this Indus Valley}
culture maintained for about a thousand years an am
ingly high standard of urban life. Each city was dominate:
by a fortress and had wide streets and narrow side-la
flanked by houses of baked brick two or three storeyy
- high, built around cpurtyards, ‘There were temples, gra'
naries, punlic baths as well ds municipal and houschold
drainage systems.

But as suddenly as it appeared fully grown, wi
out any preceding adolescent period, before the start
eyes of the archaeologists, this Harappan civilizat
vanished one day. Judging by the grotesquely twis

TR
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skeletons clutcmg valuables, as of pcrsons caught and
slautghtered while fleing before a foe, unearthed in
Mohenjodaro, the city must have been stormed and set to
fire by some invaders--probably the tall, pale-skin-ned
.bluc-eyed Aryan- spcakmg newcomers from. Central Asian.
uplands.

- Then followed a historical blank of about a thou-
sand years-- the dark millenium to the baffled
arcaeologist--until the arrival of Persian Power--personi-
fied.by Alexander the Great of Macedon. And soon after
him came the great Asoka of the Mauryan dynasty, retain-
ing Taxila as the provincial capital and bringing Buddhist
learning to its precursor of universities (o>qa8c8) Here
agajn, as at Mohenjodaro, the end came by violence. The .
.White Huns swept down from Central Asia in the. fifth
century AD and put Taxila and its Buddhist monastenes

“to fire and the sword. -

- A thousand years after Asoka came another con-
queror bringing another faith. This time it was an Arab-
- Mohammed ibn Quasim -- who invaded Sind to protect
Arab trading and seafaring interest in the p1rate-mfested
coast of Sind. If his invasion was accidental, its conse-
quence was of great moment because he brought Islam
with him, While Islam's foothold on the Sub-continent
thus established in Sind was maintained, its expansion
came only 300 years later when power within the Mus-
lim world had largely passed from Arab hands to Turk-
ish, So it was under the Turkish chiefs of Ghazni and
Ghur, and of the Dehli sultanate that [slam spread by
various means, first to Punjab and later to other parts of
India, Further expansion took place under Moghul rule be-
girming with Babu! in 1528 and ending with Bahadur Shak
Zafar in 1858 when he was exiled by the British o
Yangon.



www.bur

180 L Thet fun

Although the world Moghul is a variant of Mon-%
. gol, the Moghuls were not Mongols but Turks, thought
they might have had some Mongol blood as suggested by
pontraits of Akbar.His efforts to harmonize the two antago-
nistic social systems of Hindu and Mostem failed, as did
Aurangzeb's reversal of Akbar's secularist policy and §

reinstatement “of Muslim supremacy.

When Mohgul rule in India was finally ended by #
the British, the Muslims found themselves abruptly rel- |
egated from first to third position, the second place go-
ing to the Hindus who had no recent privileged past to |

be nostalgic about, Christian proseyltization alarmed

Moslem believers whereas Hindus regarded it with equa-
nimity, certain in the knowledge that Christian zealots |
could eventually be turncd into a new Hindu caste. Sub-
stitution of English for Persian, the official language under .

the Moguls, reduced many learned Muslims to the status
of near illiterates. On top of all this, the British consid-
ered the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857 mainly Muslim-instigated
and the subsequent retribution such as the confis¢ation of
land bore much more hardly n Muslims than on Hindus.

Muslim reaction to altl this was to sulk and with
draw themselves into Urdu poctry or a more meticulous
retigious practice. In spite of Sir Sayed Ahmed Khan's
efforts to draw them out of their shell, including the
founding of the Anglo-Oriental College, later to become
the famous Muslim University of Aligach, the Muslims
were lefl behind the Hindus in the race for modernity, on
“the eve of the departure of the British Raj.

Outnumbered by three to one and outdistanced
gven more in the apparatus of moscmity by the Hindus,
Muslims of India under Mohanmed Ali Jinnah opted for
partition in 1947, At the time of partition which came
suddenly even to the Muslims, Pakistan was extremely

e e e =
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short of men trained 1n banking and finance, commerce
and technology. In the civil service, for example, there
were only four Joint Secretarics, whereas India had sev-
eral fullfledged Secretaries. While India inherited a well
established imperial secretaritat in the capital oty of
Delhi, Pakistan government had to start in war-time
hutments in karachi without telephones or type-writers.
Morcover, almost all the large industrial plants and most
of the mines happcned to be in Hindu-majority areas
which went to India under the boundary awards. Add to
this the turmoil pf par(ition involving an exodus of 6
million Hindus and an influx of 7 million Muslims fol-
lowing communal riots in Punjab and other places taking
a toll of half-a-million deaths and 2 million casualties, one
can easily imagine what a miracle it was after all that the
young slate survived.

But survive she did, thanks to a traditionally ef-
ficient army and an inspired comps of officials and pro-
fessionals. With the removal of non-Muslim competiton,
the native entepreneurial class forged ahcad with agricul-
tural expansion and rapid industrialization. Behind them
were the hard-working, ever patient masses, proud to be
members of the largest Muslim state in the world.

So the modern Pakistani was motivated by this
competitive spirit -- to be on a par with a targer and more
powerful neighbour. Keeping up with the Indian-Joneses
shows itself most noticeably in the international arena.
Every Indian participation and representation in interna-
tional affairs had to be matched by a Pakistani one. This$
meant that the ordinarily fun-loving Pa%istani official or
delegate had to work doubly hard while his other more
care-free neighbours could afford to relax. But this long-
standing rivalry eventrually engendered a mutual under-
standing and cveen respect between the officials of these
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two activist Asian nations. When their official briefs
produced a confrontation tq a degree which would cer-

tainly invite ridicule from others, they would lapse into -4

Urdu or Hindustani (thcy soynd the same secret language
to foreigners any way) and a compromise would soon
emerge. When secret voting for election of officials in
international committees took placc the results made one

wonder if the supposedly eternal antagomsts really voted .

against each other.

Having lived in the past in the historic corridor'of
passage of races and cultures, the modemn Pakistani ts now

WWW. burmg

much travel-prone, both short-term and long-term. Hav- i

ing written Arabic and spoken Persian in the past, the
modern Pakistani now speaks fluent English ¥ithout be-
traying a strong accent characteristic of large nations.
Hard-working as well as hard-playing, the modern Paki-
stani abroad, perhaps dazzled by a wor)d free from purdah
and full of apparent beauty, often cuts a dashing*figure.

Used to Moghul romance and poetry, only Pakistan had

the genius to appomt & man with the reputation of an in-
ternational play-boy as its spokcsman at the world forum,
thereby adding glamour to excitement. Similarly, when a
modern Pakistani girl (known in Myanmar as a Mogul
girl), used to wearing the chunni and exercising her ptop-
crty rights, really breaks out, she can cut a social figure
no less stunning than her western sisters. A product of
extremes of climate season to season and even noon-to
dawn, the Pakistani is tough and vigorouns. Following a
clear-cut creed, he becomes more spiriled and deciive.
Ever martial and often thinking in terms of black and
white, his weakness is that the grey compromise of life
has no appeal for him.

If one has seemed’to have dwelt disproportionately
on the behaviour of the elite often dubbed as Moslem
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" Englishmen, it is because one is dealing with a coupntry

where at one time a population of over a’bundred million

" was administered by a hard core of 300 civil servants and

where the mercantile and industrial life of the nation was
dominated by 22 families. Al this is changing now but
the appraisal of the changes, including the sudden loss of
the East Wing, must be left to a future survey.
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Latins of Eastern Europe-

'If you wish to know how your lovely bride will kook like
twenty years from now, just look at your mother- in-law".
'If you want to know how attentive your devoted husnand
will be to-you in twenty years time, just wafch the way
your father-in-law mimbles to your mother-in-law’.

Projecting this somewhat disconcerting crystal-
gazing exercise onto a national level, it was fascinating
experience to observe an economy the like 'of which your
own will grow into in a few decades.

Romanian state emblem has all the clements in-
dicative of the resource endowmetn of its economy -- a
sheath of corn for jts agriculture (60% of land area),
coniferous trees for its forests (27% of land area) and an
oil well for its mineral resources. What needs to be added
is a cogwheel, with industry now contributing two-thirds
of its national income. ’

The land area of Romania -- a little more than.a_
third of Myanmar's, hill and plains in almost equal propor
tions. Romanian landscape offers you not only a physical
variety -- Carpathian rapgeé, tablelands of Transylnania
and Moldavia, and the plains along the Danube -- but also
a sociological contrast of farm cottages, where the ald
farmer couple live, side by side with high-rising apartrizat
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buildings, where their children have moved to. .
" Surrounded by countries inhabited by Slavs and

Magyars, Romaniang claim descent from a fusion of origi-

nal Dacians (Gatae in Greek) and the Roman legions who

conquered the territory in the second century AD. Roma- j.';'
nian is therefore a‘Romance language that has preserved ' '

both the grammatical structure and the basic word stock
of Latin. But its vocabulary-is a mirror of the history of

the Romanian people. To this basic Latin language has - "'

been added over the centuries elements from the language

.. of the various populations with which rhe Romanians have
successively lived with on friendly or hostile terms, the 8

Slavs, Bulgarians and Hungarians between the 4™ & 10™
centuries and the Turks between 14® & 18" centuries. So,
although the Romantan uses the Slavenio affirmative and
negative of da and ne, the foreign language he can pick
up most easily is Italian. If you come across a noisy Latin-

sounding tourist group and if they are not Italians, you can '+

rest assured that they are Romanians.

Latin character of Romanians shows through in *;q
their love of music and dancing, International reputation " §
of Romanian musicians such as Georges Enesue and Dinn 8

Lipatti can perhaps be traced to the continutng fold-sousrce
.of musical creation in Romania much in the same way as

the internationally famous football teams of a country can 4

be traced to village and street football teams which serve

as an unending spring of new talent. Romanian folksongs._._-‘.=
are sung and improvised by villagers or by a wandering

fiddler or guitar player. The Romanian sings carols, har-
vest songs. wedding songs, funeral songs-~ in other words,

the Romanian simply sings. Enjoying a long continental

summer, the Romanians are fond of dancing outdoors tn
the evening.

Latin dramatic and artistic talent in the Romanian "
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received its main stimulus not from Italy but from France.
This French catalyst has been amply repaid by many a
Romanian who has contributed to French cultural life. -
Jean Yonnel, the dean of the Comedie Francaise, actors
Eduard de Max and Marie Venture, writers Pannit Istratin
anid Anne de Noailles are all of Romanian origin.
Romania's population of over 20 million contains
{.7 million Magyars, nearly half 2 million Germans and
another half a miltion Bulgars, Turks, Ukranians, Jews and:
Gypsies, Used to multiracial living, Romanians are toler-
ant and hospitable, especially to young foreign students,
No wonder, many among the latter have fallen willing
prey to the charm and beauty of Romanian women, liv-

ing up to the Burmese saying of o oophidr [Rée

copSiéu

If the Romanian is inspired by French intellect, his

. ideals of physical beauty are closer to the Italian. A

handsome and suave middle-aged man with a greying
temple and a younger but elegant lady are as much a
Romanian ideal as a Roman one.

Roman's capital, Bucharest, is a city of wide
treelined boulevards and has a facade which attempts to
combine a Rarisian atmosphere with a socialist grandeur
of public buildings. Walking along or even crossion these
wide boluevards in continental summer heat induces a
thirst which is pleasantly quenched by excellent Roma-
nian wines production of which dated from ancient times.
Less care, however, appears to be given to the prepara-
tion of food, perhaps because there is a plentiful supply
of fruits and vegetables.

Now, the Romanian mterprctat]on of this traglc
tale is that it represents 2 double symbol-- the artist sac-
rificing his wife and child-- the creatures dearest te his

heart--tn. -
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North of The Border

Among many things the Scots have given to the world (of -
course, in exchange for that they have taken) providing
a subject of humour has been one. It night therefore be
rewarding to go into the sociological origin of these
popular Scottish jokes. - ' »

One is that it is easier to comes across a' Scot
outside Scotland than in his homeland. While there are 5.2
million Scots living in modern Scotland of 30,000 square |
miles, the number of expatriates of the diaspora overseas.
(of whatever generation removedy is estimated as high as
20 millian). The absentees love their native land; mostly
on St. Andrew's night, but apart from being reliable
importers or customers of Scottish exports, they have
seldom laid a brawny shoulder to any wheel for Scotland's
sake.

Bcthcn 1861 and 1951 Scotland lost ncarly 1.6
million persons by emigration or nearly half of tts natu-
ral increase. In fact the Borders and the Highlands had
periods of absolute decline 1n numbers. Even to day
Scotland is losing over 20,000 a year and naturally it is
still the bright, the ambitious and the enterprising who
leave.

-
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Some say it is the harsh climate with its average |

of less than one hour of sunshine a day in the depth of
winter - that makes them leave. Even while committing

in Britain, onc neceds thicker socks for Scotland than in

England. But than the Scandinavians too see tife sun only
six months of the year.

The real reason, pointed opt by Dr. Samuel

Johnson 200 years ago, is still valid to day. It is that the

noblest prospect in Scotland is the road to London. Scot-
land always has had and still has lower earnings, higher
unemployment, poorer-housihg and greater alcoholism
than England. The whole of Scotland (with a few excep- |
tions like Edinburgh) is at present ranked as a develop- |
ment arca. The distribution of wealth in Scotland has been
uneven both geographically and socially. '

The Central Lowlands have always done better

than the Highlands and the Borders. But even in the .
lowlands, the contrast between the East (centering on
Edinburgh) and the West (centering on Glasgow) is so |
sharp that a néw slogan of "Eastward, Ho, Westward, Oh,

has been coined.

Atthough Scottand has under 10 per cent of
Britain's population and only 7 per cent of Britain's finan-
cial wealth, there are more wealthy persons proporiion- |
ately there. The Scots save more than the English and this
had beerf a source of many a joke about Scottish thrift or

parsimony, depending on how you look at it. Whatever it
may be, it is an undeniable fact that the Scots have- al- *

ways been fascinated by money. They have been pioneers |
in many forms of finance-investment trusts, branch bank-

ing, insurance and unit trusts. The Scots however realized

long ago that there was more money to be made outside
than inside Scotland, and since Scottish love of money

i
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exceeded Scottish'love of Scotland, Scoitish money, for
example, had played a key role in the development of the
American West, lo the detriment of the economy of Scot-
(and.

However, economic inequality in Scotland has
never meant social inequality. Socially the laird (land-
owner) and his tenants have freely mixed, especially in
kirk sessions and have sent their sons to the same village -
school. Clan society in the Highlands had the same egali-
tarian effect. Being a MacGregow on a MacArmy was
more important than to be a laird or a tenant,

Scottish educational system which the Scots still
clain to be the best in the world has also been a levelling
influence socially. In Edinburgh or Glasgow a wie lad,
already bespectacled and carrying a heap of books nearly
as tall as he, trying to get into a tram. There have always
been relatively more university places ii Scotland than in
England. At onc time Scotland had five universities com-
pared with only two in England. Opportunity for children
from poor families to get to university has always been
greater in Scotland. St. Andrew (founded 1412). Glasgow
(1451), Aberdeen (1495), and Edinburgh (1583), have no .
pecking order, as each of them caters for a regional in-
take, although many students come from far-flung parts
of the world. In fact there are more Edinburgh FRCS and
MRCPS than London ones among Myanmar doctors.

If Scotsmen are scholarly, they are also pedantic
and disputatious. Pedantry arises from the book-learning
type of Scottish education. Even at universities there is
a greater dependence on lectures rather than tutorials and
seminars compared to Oxford and Cambridge. The
Scotsman's capacity for {heir splitting hairs to do with too

“much theology, too much law and too much educaticn.
- B .
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The thick volume of "An inquiry into the wealth of Na-
tions" by Adam Smith, who was a2 Glasgow don, is still §
a favourite missile on London stage. This has now been '
matched by a three volumed."Inquiry into the Poverty of
Nations" by the Swedish philosopher economist Gunnar
Myrdal. ' '

According to another Scottish economist, formerly A";_f
- Economic Adviser to the British Treasury, the segment of ¢
Britain lying north of the Border is a distinct society with /4
* a unity and cohesion of its own. Not only does it coin- 4
cide with an ancient kingdom in which the fire of nation-
alism ignited by Robert Bruce, Mary Queen of Scots and i
“Robert Burns still burns but it s a country in its own right, 3
'differing from England and Wales in memories and aspi- .
rations, temperament and tastes, institutions and cultures.

The pure air and water of Scotland had given the
‘world its best drinks. In its birthplace Scotch is always
taken meat or at most with water. Scoth and soda was
meant to be taken in far- ﬂumg outports of the Empire
where the water was not safé. According to a heroine of '
a James Bond film, the Scotsman wears his kilt also neat, A

There are more than 350 excellent golf conses in
the land of birth of the game. Edinburgh musical festival 4
which started immediately after the war's end is still :,-_:f
world-renowned . Scottish bagpipe is still played world- . 4
wide on emotiohal occasions. The farewell song of Auld
lang syne is still sung throughout the world. Such an im-
pact of a six million people ori a world of five billion "4
people in still unparalleled. - [
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Might Into Day

Before the tourist stampede a Myanmar visiting Spain had
better take some balachaun with him lest he starve be-
fore restaurants open for dinnter at 10 pm. And if he wishes
10 see the typical Spanish dance of flamenco, he must be
prepared (o step out at mid-night to retum home by four
just before dawn. With a late lunch and the following
siesta taking up a good part of the day, a Myanmar will
find his Spanish day tumned into night and the night into
day. That was the Spanish way to fight heat before air-
condition arrived.

In spite of the temporal differences in life style,
a Myanmar will find many life attitudes in common with
a Spamard. For example, although the Spanish dance with
their feet and the Myanmar with their hands, the
spontanicty and group participation in thc flamenco will
remind him of the ozi dance. Although more tourists visit
Spain each year than the native population, the Myanmar
will find the Spaniard remaining a gracious host as he
himsclf aspires to be. A discriminating Myanmar wilt also
discover to his delight that like him the Spaniard is par-
tial to succulence in his women as well as in his pork. On
the negative side, the Myanmar will be reminded of his
own omos pretensions in the honourable but hungry
hidalgo (A Spanish gentleman who refuses to work for bss
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living), coming out of his house brushing away the
which he would tike others to imagine had fallen
clothes, and picking his teeth to give an mpr.ess‘ion
meal which he had not eaten. Let us therefore lc'ok‘
the background of these fascinating life attitudes.!

First, let us take geography. The Iberian peni
contains many types of land and climate-olives and
yards on the Catalonian seaboard, hot ricefields ap
lower Guandalquivir, wet granite hills ih Galicia, ora e
groves in Valencia, and palm trees in Elche. Between
coasts lies the great stretch of the meseta or table-
crossed by bright green stripes along the rivers. Thé,
mate inland alternates between blazing, waterlss heat
a long winter of bitter winds, with violent storms
floods. Except for the sea-faring Basques, the land has
more influence than the sea in the making of the Spanis
character; hence their stubbornness. Another geogrlp_
influence on national character is the mountains tend
to divided the people into small independent groups.: @

Let us take history, next. First discovered by the,
Phoenicians bul first written up by the Greeks, Spain .'--
fell under exploitation by Hannibal of Carthage. This i}

turn .invited Roman intervention in resisting which the
early Spaniards exhibited a quality amply inherited by
their successors. This was fanatical defence of &
beleagured post, whether it be Virathus keeping Rome at’
bay all over western Spain for eight years (147 - 139 BC)
or the Numantines breaking two Roman armies before:
‘Scipio starved them out (133 AD) or the fighters of}
Galicia and Asturias defying Agrippa in their mountaing
(27-16 BC) or the long siege of Madrid (1936 - 39).1
Tourist guides at Toledo are fond of pointing out the §
telephone on which a beleagured general of Franco told }
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11s licutenant son in the captivity of the Republicans to

Jjie rather than be ransomed for the surrender of his gar-

son.
Ethnically, the-Spanish' are drawn from two stocks,

(he Iberians coming from North Africa and the Celts
coming from Europe. Later came the Moslem Berbers,
wniown as Moors because they were from Morocco.. But
their leaders were Arabs, such as Tariq and Musa. The
\oslem colonists brought no women with them and
married into Spanish families becoming as Spanish as the
Christians were. Although according to Arab custom, the
children were given the names of their ancestors in the
male line only, and thereby inherited a long series of Arab
names, it mé:ant, because of the successive crossing with
Spanish strains, that the more Arab names a man had, the
lcss Arab blood he had in his veins. A more permanent
mark however was left by these Arabic-speaking Span-
iards in many place names and int he names of some
common objects of everyday Spanish fife. Then came the
Christian reconquest of Spain, under the kings of Castille
and Leon, and of Aragon and Catalonia, crowned by the
Spanish Inquisition under the Catholic Kings. It 1s some-
what ironical however that Ruy Diaz de Bivar, the Cid,
that great champion of Christian Castille was known
nevertheless by a title which is Arabic, meaning Sidi or

my Lord.

The advent of absolutist Spain under Ferdinand
and Isabel brought intetlectual and geographical adven-
ture with it. It was under Isabel's encouragement that Co-
lumbus discovered the New World. Spanish conquistado-
res were adventurous and courageous if also cruel and
greedy. The murder of the Inca ruler of Peru Atahualpz
at the hands of the treacherous Fernando Pizarro afler

L
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being promised his life, if he filled a large roim with gold

as high as a man could rcach with his sword, still provides

poignant drama on the stage. ‘ ;

When Renailssance came to Spain, quixotism or
the spirit of a crusade was satirized by Cervantes in his

Don Quixgte who charged at every windmill tzking it for |}
a castlc. The genius of Cervantes lies in his ability to ” §

portray a universal character present in each land and in

each age, Often in Spain one comes across a huge unfin- 4

ished church started on a grand scale. Like many magnifi-
cent enterprises in the course of Spanish hisory, the
Empire came to a ragged ‘end leaving behind a proud
people nostalgic of past greatness and unable to pull
~ together to overcome the stark realities of the present.

The rich historical heritage, the proud mien and
grand manners uf the peop]c; the sun and the beaches, the
relatively lower prices and the official encouragement,
have combined to make, mgdem Spain a tourists’, para-
dise. While some othcr countries have only the capital to
show off, Spain has its tourist attractions all over the
peninsula. Apart from Madrid i the centre with its art-
rich Prado National Museum and the Roya} Palace, there
is Tolcdo nearby, the home of El Greco, famous for its
gold Damascene works. the Cathedral and the Church of
Santo Tome. Then there is in the north-east, Barcelona,
the most cosmopolitan city in Spain. Ancient, beautiful
Valencia with its gay fiestas, lies on the east coast while
in the south arc Seville and Granada with its Moorish

architcctural heritage. San Sebastian where the best bull-

fighting and other sports can be scen lics on the north
coast in the Bay of Biscay. Other fine beaches are the
Costa de Sol and the Costa Brava known as the Spanish
Rivicra 1t 1s no wonder then that Spain ranks next only
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to the United States in the volume of incoming visitors
and is second to none int the volume of net earnings from
tourism. [t is esttmated that by 1980 there would be more
tourists than Spaniards in the country -- 50 million visi-
tors bringing in $ 3.7 billion of foreign exchange.

Summing up the Spanish, one sure thing 1s that it
is not possible to be indiffcrent to them. For the Spanish
have given much--both good and bad--to the world. They
have discovered the New World for making but they have
also made lifc miserable for its original inhabitants. They
have given the world the most widely spoken tongye as
well as the Inquisition. They have added much colour to
international life but they have also contributed to world
conflagration. In fact, for all their reserve and hermmc
withdrawal, they have been one of the most talked about
people in the world, Hemingway ef al. Ole!

.
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The Invisible Neutrals

The most visible country with the most invisible people
in the wrold must be Switzerland and the Swiss. There is

-hardly any traveller who has not been to Switzerland. By

the same token, hardly any traveller has really got to know
the Swiss. Of course, one cannot fajl to be impressed by
the courtesy and tact of the legendary Swiss hotelier. The
Swiss banker is at once discreet, offering numbered ac-
counts, and strict, requiring a holder of traveller's cheques
to sign them in his presence. But socially it is difficult
to meet the Swiss. Even at night-clubs the only Swiss one
xomes across are bald-headed company executives enter-
taining foreign colleagues on expense account. "Where are
a]l the young Swiss?" one may enquire. "They ate all busy
making money so that when they have lost their hair, they
could come to the night-club on expense account”, was
the answer.

Switzerland is the head-quarters of dozens of
intcrnational organizations and Geneva 15 known as the
delegates' town. The only delcgation missing, however, is
the Swiss, because the traditionally neutral Switzerland
was unwilling until very recently to commil itself to
impose sanctions against another country, even on orders
from the United Nations. Federated in 1291, freed fiom

~
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\
the Holy Roman Empire since the Treaty of Westphalia
“in 1648 and neutral since the Congres of Vienna in 1815,
the Swiss Confederation now consisting of 22 sovereign
centons, each of which has a veto power over federal
legislation by referendum, is the oldest democracy in the
world.

Another factor makirig for the invisibility of the
Swiss is that while the natives number a little over seven |
million ip al! they are outnunibered by the hordes of tour- | %
ists, delegates and foreign workers. While Basle is the
meeting place of European central bankers, being the site .
- of the Bank of iInternational Settléments, Zurich is the in-- 3
ternational centre of banking and finance, the meeting "4
place of-the so-called ‘Gnomes of Zurich'. But the most 7
cosmopplitan city in this international country 13 Geneva,
the Europcan headquarters of the United Nations and the
seat of the former League of Nations.

The Palais des Nations was built in a beautiful F
park near Lake Geneva to rpvide serenity of mind to an- '/
guished statesmen deliberating on infumerable problems
of the world. While the sketches of the distinguished del- 4
egates of the past era are displayed on the walls of the
gourmel restarubnt of Bavana, their less distinguished
contemporary colleagues can be seen live in the rowdy 4
right-clubs where the third session of the day, devoted to
so-called leg-work, is held till 3 O°clock in the morning.
The Swiss establishments are so accommodatiing to the .j
visiting delegates on actual expense account that beer is
classified as mineral water and a place of assignation is
known as the arrangement.

The Swiss identity of race and language disap-

pears on sctutiny. The ancicnt Helvetians were a warrior 8
race forming part of the general tribe of Gauls and spoke .
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4

A Mynnmal.‘ Looks at Others 215

a Celtic tongue. Romanized by Julius Caesar, they beécame |
Christians from the fourth century onwards together with

. the Germanic Burgundians who joined. them around
.Geneva. Another Germanic tribe, the Allemanni, invaded

the plateau towards the end of the fifty century. Unlike
the Burgundians, the Allemani retained their Germanic
tongue and became Christians only very gradually. This
is the origin of the division which separated the Swiss to-

‘day into those who speak French and those who speak

an Allemanic dialect. Although 1 sperit over half a year
in Geneva I did not extend my. knowledge of written
French or spoken French, confusing it with German which
is spoken in Swizerland with an accent. wass French has
in fact no accent.

High German is spoken by 69 per cent of the
Swiss population and French by 19 per cent. Italian is
spoken by another 9.5 per cent and Romansch by 0.9 per
cent. Religion~ wise, 52.6 per cent of the Swiss are Prot-
estants while 45.6 per cent arc Roman Catholic. But unlike
in neighbouring France and Germany the Protestants are
mostly French-speaking and the Romtan Catholics are
mostly German -speaking..

Although the Swiss Germans arc Gg¢rmans by
culture and character, they are.not pure Germans racially.
Along with the fair-haired blue-eyed. Teutonic types, there
are among them many examples of relatively dark-
skinned. Alpine types, with black hair, a rather fine bone -
structure and often keen, lively and clcar eyes. Compared
to the French Swiss, they are more stolid, a little heavy,
and rather slow in their reactions. They are as precise as
the watches they make and as systematic as their German
neighbours afthought their romanticism 1s never patho-

“logic and immoderate as it ofter times is on the other side

of the Rhine. Another interesting difference is that ine
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Alemannic Swiss use their dialect in their everyday life
and in their local discussions while they use German at
their universities and in their federal debates both in
speech and in:written word.

www.burm

Unlike the Allemanic Swiss the French-speaking . :

Swiss or the Romands as they are called use French lan-
guage both as a spoken and a written language, both for
everyday life and for business affairs. Compared to the
German Swiss, the temperament of the French Swiss is

livelier, more level-headed, Another source of difference

is the fact that the majority of the French Swiss are
Calvinist Protestants with Anglo-Saxon contacts-an ex-
ample of which is the so-called Oxford Group which has
" developed into the Moral Rearmament Army based in
Caux. :

The Italian-speaking minority, which has increased
from 4 per cent to 9 per cent of the population in the last
three decades, is concentracted almast entirely in Ticino.
Their habits and:customs as well as their temperainent are
the same with the Lomardians and are more lively, more
talkative, more excitable and more expressive than their
fellow Swiss. The Italian they speak has however, an
idiom which is a patoi like the one used in Milan.

The fourth language of Switzerland, albeit a de--
clining tongue, is Roransch, spoken chiefly in Grisons.
It is a Celtic-Roman idiom belonging to the Latin family.
[ts preservation is an official policy of Switzerland in her
wise taste for diversity.

This self-effacing invisible people happen to live
in the most pleasantly visibfe country in the world. Lake
Geneva in the shadows.of the mighty Mont Blane in the
west, Interlaken with a superb view of the Jungfrau, the
beautiful Lake Lucerne in the centre,the legendary St
Moritz and other resorts in the east, the fabulous lakes of
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Lugano and Maggigre in the south, are some of the breath-
taking beautiful scenes of Switzerland. [t may sound

paradoxical but looking at Swiss scenery gives you the

feeling that you are looking at colour picture post-cards,
so neat and tidy and yet so real..

A country without a standing army but where
every able-bodied man above twenty keeps a gun in his
home and where every mountain pass and tuhnel is mined
to deny entry to the enemy in readiness to defend their

‘highly prized neutrality, an insular nation giving itself to

the cause of internatioal peace as symbolized by a national
flag the reverse in colours of the Red Cross, a heterog-

‘enous people affording the world and example of harmo-

nious living amidst diversity of race, language and reli-
gion. , . ‘
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‘Mot So Identical Tuins

It is no secret that when Myanmar students abroad are up

to some mischief, as all exuberant youths are' wont to, they

successfully pose as Thais ---a compliment known to be

amply reciprocated by Thai students. Next door

neighbours, fellow Buddhists, strong believers in the

philisophy of mai pen rai and keik sa ma shi bu, their
nutyal problem in history has been that their monarchs
cherished the same status symbols in short supply such
as white elephants’ .

Now. inhabiting adjacent areas in'the same
Souvannabhumi or Golden Peninsula. both the Myanmar
and the Thai originally came from the ‘north, albeit in

consecutive southward movements, Their tonal monosyl- -

labic languages belong-to the same Tibeto-Chinese group,
although Myanmar is closer to Tibetan and Thai‘to Chi-
nese. They both reveived their alphabetic script from
South India and théir Theravada Buddhism via Sri Lanka!
While Ramayana and the Brahmin rites in Thai royal
circles also came from Cambodia, those at the Myanmar
court were impbrted more directly from India. The ancient
Myammar and Thai had even the same method of doing

in their royalty, tying up in a vclvet sack and beating up
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witﬁ_sandalwood clubs so that royal blood would not be 2

- spilled.

than the average Myanmar. While most Thai visitors |

concede that Myanmar girls are prettier, this niay, have . §
something to do with the dress. Many a Myanmar passen- :
ger on Thai Airways Royal Orchid Service have been
struck by the transformation of a Thai air hostess when !
she changes from the il™-fitting western uniform to the §
traditional Thai costume- a great revival of which was |

inspired by Her Majesty Queen Sinkit.

While Myanmar and Thai are both sing-song lan-
guages, Thai with five tones is an even better language ‘
to sing than Myanmar with only threé tones. On the other. -}
hand, a Myanmar finds it easier than the Thai to pro-
nounce English words. For this difference in facility with
foreign language as well as such historical reasons that
the Thais never had to learn other languages as official

or working languages, there developed this difference in

attitude that whereas a Myanmar is surprised if a foreigner 3
speaks his tongue, a Thai is surprised if a foreignér does |

not speak his tongue. However ith sp many Thai students
going abroad during the last three decades, the Thai elite

has now surpassed the Myanmar counterpart in facility

with foreign languages.

Originally, both the Myanmar and the Thai must
have had the shortest names in the world, consisting .of

one or two syllables. But in the process ol modemization

in the last century. The Thais adopted long surnames of |

The first thing people look for in identical twins |
is the defferences. So let us exaggerate the differences
between the Myanmar and the Thai while taking the simi- .
larities for granted. First, the appearance. While the
northern Thai in Chiangmai (a€:008) is as fair as the Shan
(the same word as Si-am), the southern Thai is dasrker’ ¢

classic.com
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Sanskrit origin. Thai names are therefore quite difficult
1o remember as much as Myanmar names are quite easy
to forget through similarity. However, amongst themselves
the Thais address each other by the simple first name.

Heat and humidity being the main features of the
climate of both countres, rural housing is constructed out
of wood or bamboo in the same open style, except that

it needs more frequent renewal in rainier Myanmar. It is,

however, in urban housing that differences are more pro-
nounced. Thai style bungalows with thinner walls and
more calourfully decorated exterior, as introduced by the
architect Captain Kyu Kyaw, are now very popular in
Yangon. It is ironical however that Bombay Burma bun-
galows in Bangkok, an obviou} transplant from Yangon
with thick British standard walls and teak panelling, were
always pointed out by the Thai a$§ the best houses in

Bangkok. : .
Everything in Thailand appears to have converged
on Bangkok which had been built up together with

‘Thonburi across the Chao Phya River into a great me-

tropolis. Unlike in Myanmar, there are very few towns of

_ any signiftcant size otuside Bangkok and even Chiangmai,

the historic capital of the North and the second largest city’
in the country trailed far behind Bangkok in population.
Thérefore being a Bangkokian in Thailand is much more
important to a Thai than being a Yangonite to a Myanmar. .
Having been a growth and not a planned city, Bangkok
is spread out witheut any centre. Bangkok receives half
the rainfall of Yangon (Bangkokians never cafry umbre]-
las but simply wait out the rainstorm) and because of the
much greater build-up at the expense of greenery, is al-
ways five degrees Fahrenheit or more above Yangon in
temperature. Traffic has grown so much and pace of life
is now so fast, tls tmpact on the ordinarily placid Thais
should be worth observing.
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- As in Myanmar, the words for 'rice’ and 'food’ are”

almost synonymous. The equivalent of thamin sarthi, hew

khao means literally to be hungry for rice. As with the
Myanmar, kapi and nam-pla are favourites with the Thai. @

The only difference between the Myanmar and Thai curry

is that while the chillies are ground-into the Myanmar 74
curry thereby colouring it, the Thais let the chillies float §
in it, proving the Thai love of lottery even in eating.
Lately many Thai restaurants have sprung up in Yangon. -/

While the same fruits are available in both countries, the
That manner of cutting them is less hurri¢d and more ar-"
tistic than in Myanmar. ' '

There is also much in common between the i

Myanmar and the Thai in spiritual life, both being devou
Buddhists.” There is even the vestige of the same pre- |
Buddhist spritit-worship. Correspending to the Myanmar :
nat, there is in the compound of every Thai house o
building a 'spriti house' of Phra Phurn Chao Thi or "owner
of the land", who must be propitiated when building on
“his land.Like the Myanmar, the Thai likes to have hi
fortune told-especially by Myanmar fortune-tellers. In fact
there was the case of a Myanmar in Bangkok who qui
his well-paid post at an international organization to take: i
up the more lucrative business of fortune-telling. '

Whie both the Myanmar and the Thai are fun
loving, it appears that the Thai is somewhat moe devoted
in a more sophisticated manner to his snuk, judging by the
busy night life in Bangkok and its rarify in Yangon. Some
ascribe the constraint on the Myanmar to his puritanica
strain but more likely it is the more dominant position o
the Myanmar woman vis-a vis the Thai khun-yin in fam~
ily life. While less beautiful than her Myanmar sister, th
Thai woman is more feminine and therefore more permisn
sive of masculinc pursuit of pleasure outside the home.
If a2 more macabre comparison may be drawn, a Thai

’

., f
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funeral reception:is usually held in a monastery which has
facilities for cremation. On the other hand, the Myanmar
is more of a home-lover, prefering to dine in as well as
to lie in state at home.

Masters of unconcern, never displaying their an-"
ger in public, one of the rare preoccupatijons of the Thais
is the love of ritual and protocol. Or so it appears to the
informal Myanmar. The Thais must also be the most
uniformed people in the world, with uniforms extending
to college students, many classes of civil officials and
cadres, labourers and even samlor-drivers.

The greatest difference between the Myanmar and
the Thai lies perhaps in the field of external relation. In
the distant past the Myanmar had tended to act like a
banyan tree and the Thai like a willow tree with different
historical congsequences. By the same. token, in the eco-
nomic field, until very recently the Myanmar had followed
the equal level method of growth whereas the Thai had -
put his faith in the spill-over method. . .

-
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Island_s in the Sun

The overseas Chinese that the Myanmar knew in Yangon
were either the short-sleeved Cantonese or the long-
sleeved Fukienese. So when the Myanmar went earlier to
Hong Kong en route to Japan and later to Singapore for

shopping, he expected to meet the seme type of people. .

Geographically Hong Kong and Singapore are

similarly placed as islands adjacent to mainlands Kowloon .

and the New Territory in the case of the former, and
Malaysia in the case of the latter. Hong Kong draws its

supply of food and water from China and acts as its’
window on the world. Singapore does the same with )

Malaysia.

‘ Histo‘fically also both were British colonies until
the re-integration of the former to the China mainland and
the independence from Britain of the latter.

A comparison between the Chinese of Singapore
and of Hong Kong, two similarly placed island economies,
is perhaps more revealing of the influence of the south-
em sun on the immigrant Chinese.

Like Hong Kong, Singapore started off from
entrepot trade and has now gone on to industry, especially

of the export processing zone type. As in Hong Kong, the .

most important resource fs skilled labour and entresre-

-
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neurial ing(‘:nnityA (n the absence of primary industry, re-
liance is placed on tertiary and of late on secoridary in-
dustries.

In spite of thesc stmilarities, the Singapore Chi-
nese are more polite and courteous, more relaxed and in- e
formal, without detracting however from the essence of |
being a rugged society, a requirement laid down by its
dvnamic no-nonsense Prime Ministers.

To the original Chinese habits of industry, adapt-
ability and business acumen have been added the Malay
traits of poise, informality and capacity for self-abnega-
tion. The final product is a happy medium in athitude to-
wards life and a more likeable personality. As usual these
traits show up more among women-folk than men-folk.

Perhaps Hong Kong can claim a larger number of
natural beauties -- not aided by make up as their Japanese
sisters or by dress-up as their Thai counterparts -- but
Singapore has more suntanned girls of greater sex appeal. {
Perhaps Hong Kong girls wear more breath-taking ..
cheong-tseons, but then Singaporc girls compensate by *J
their south-sea style hairdo.. No doubt Hong Kong girls
can dance better but than they change pariners faster than
traffic hights. Perhaps Hong Kong girls can speak more
fluent Engtlish but it sounds more brash without the tem-
pering of the Malay accent. On closer acquaintance, the
meltowness of Chinese womanhood reveals itsedf in both,
bul the southern girl has more grace and charm if also less
sophistication. Both are fond of brandy but the warmer
climate produces greater merriment in a shorter period.

One reason adduced for thc Jack of good night-
clubs in Hong Kong compared to Tokyo or Bangkok is
that the transients have been tired out by shopping and
would rather replenish their energy by good food which
abounds in Hong Kong restaurants. Another may be that
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the premanents in Hong Kong are so keyed up with wark
that they cannot really relax. Being without these con-
straints, Singapore can boast of better international floor-
shows than Hong Kong, While pushing tourism, by a
great rush of hotel building, on the one hand, Singapore
15 cracking down on the unwanted by-products of the
Western way of life such as hippies, drugs and long-hair.
on the other hand. ’

Multi-racial living Asian style among the island-
ers has passed its first political test. There is no doubt
however that continued economic prosperity will be a pre-
condition for its continued success. '
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Land of the Bulgars

My visit to Bulgaria was on the occasion of 1985 Gen-
eral Conference of Unesco in Sofia. My previous visit to
the Balkans was in 1980 also on the occasion of the
General Conference of Unesco. 1 had then wanted to drive
from Paris to Belgrade, but the official policy then was
to ‘discourage motoring by the secretariat members lest:
free seats offered by the host government on the national
airline rémain unfilled. Moreover I needed a driving
. companion and none was forthcoming from my staff. This

L titme, determined to dri\_fe, I found a driving companion

# .in the husband of a French langugae teacher at Unesco,

a somewhat eccentric gentleman named Eshmarkoff. So

| - with Khin seated at the back, the two of us took turns

" . driving the Volvo, with some ‘essential spare parts in the

luggage boot just in case they wefe not avaiable in the

| Eastern European countries. . .o ,

' Driving through the Western European countries
| of France, FRG and Austra was uneventful but as we

'_fcmercd Eastern Europe, the checking of passports toek

" much -longer and if it was at night, involved search-light-

{ ing. Armed with a UN laissez-passer, my wife and I were

§ above suspicion, but my driving companion with a Slav

. name and eccentric behaviour (like asking for a tobacco

§. shop in the middle of nowhere) must have aroused some -
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suspicion among the border guards. Nevertheless, three
days and three nights after we left Paris, we arrived in
Sofia without any mishap.

Our safe arrival in Sofia was felicitated by my
colleagues whom I rewarded with lifts to the conference
centre and on sightseeing tours. But my driving and
parking problems were to begin in Sofia. Parking regu-
lations at the conference site changed from day to day in
the begining. At the Vitosha-New Otani Hotel whenever
there was a VIP visiting, resident cars were all diven away
from the parking lot. My Chinese appearance in a satel-
lite country politically closest to the Soviet Union at a
time when Sino-Soviet relations were at the lowest ebb
did not help matters. Traffic reguiations in the police state
reached their apex with the arrival of the Comintern heads
of state in Sofia. The first arrival being Ceaucescu of
Romania: all roads leading to the city centre were closed.
Since the Unesco Conference hall was also there, the ferry
from hotels which usually took about-ten minutes now
took an houy because of the road diversions. I missed two
meetings of the Director General with the Asian delega-
tion where as Director of Asia [ should have been present.
So did my European counterpart. We explained our ab-
sence to the DG who immediately informed the host |
authorities of the problem. The traffic blocks were lifted
the following day.

Having discharged my responsibilities as the
political commissar for Asia by securing the smooth
opening of the General Conference by monitoring the then
trouble spots in the region of Cambodia-Vietnam (the
former being under the latter's occupation whilst the UN
seat was occupied by the exiled regimes), North and South
Koreas, Soviet-occupied Afghanistan, and [ran-Iraq War,
I found time to look into the ancient history and culture
of Bulagria. Inhabited since 7000 years ago in the age of
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the Thraces, Sofia became the most brilliant city of
Serdika inside the Roman Empire until it was reduced to
ashes by Atilla the Hun. Rebuilt by Emperor Justinien, it
was again overwvhelmed by the Slav tribes who invaded
the Balkan peninsula. Absorbed by the state of Bulgares
founded in 681 in the beginning of the [Ith century the
city flourtshed under-the Slav name of Sredets for a

century and then fell under Ottoman rule for several
centuries. ' :

Sofia lies at the foot of Mount Vitosha which
houses old Orthodox churches as.well as new inns and
restaruants featiring folkloric dances. One restaruant with
a German name. "Unter den Linden" was where my wife
and I celebrated our 27th wedding anniversary. To the
. south from Sofia, one can drive in a little more than an
L * hour to the monumental monastery of Rila. To the east but
| at double the distance is Plovdiv with many historic sites.
From Plovdiv if one goes northeast you hit the Black Sea.
L . But if one goes straight east you get into Turkey which
is just what we did with some luck.

, Having come to Sofia by car, I had not received
- the re-entry visa stamped on the passports of all Unesco
arrivals by air or by train. One hour before our departure
£ _on the only weekend (rip, i.e., 5 o'clock on a Saturday
L morning, the re-entry visa was delivered at our hotel,
. enabiling the Thet Tuns and the Constadses to drive to
|- 1stanbul! rather than the Black Sea resorts. Driving east via
. Plovdiv and Svilengrad, we reached the frontier near
" Edime (formerly Adrainople). We drove into the diplo-
/matic lane which was supposed to be closed. As we were
: ‘about to withdraw, the Turkish Immigration motioned us
-to stay. Aswell because the 5 minutes check there could
| have extended to one or two hours behind other cars in
-;-other lanes. Time was precious during the weekend frip.

.
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That way we did not have to overspeed on the none too
wide highway and go the way of many vehicles ovérturned
on both sides of the road. En route we saw many brand
new Mercedes Benzes brought back from West Germany
by Turkish gasi-arbeitens. We were told they fetch hand-
some prices in Turkey. .

In the teeming [stanbul (formerly Constantinople),
we discovered that -cars drive not only on the right side
of the road but atso in the middle and even on the pave-
ment. The only place where-the traffic was more or less

orderly was on the long bridge on the Bosporus which -

divides Europe and Asia. Unesco's Asian director was
really delighted to tread on Asian soil even if it was
through car tyres. On the way back to Bulgaria one can
see rodd-signs of "Bulganistan”, which together with the
lilting music and sheeshkabab food was a reminder of the

long Ottomar rule.
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Greece

Like some people, some countries have a knack of hitting
the headlines. It is not necessarily the size of a country
that determines its newsiness. In fact very large countries
like the US can be covered only by a team of reporters
which only very large establishments like the Time ot
i Newsweck can afford. Correspondents are an individual-
L' istic lot and prefer to cover a smaller country which they
B can put in a nutshell. : -

Like individuals, some countries get 2 good press
while some others get a bad-press. This is what the Japa-
i nese call PR in short for public relations. In PR conscious
k' countries, a whole PR industry has grown up. The Fourth
i Estate has its own representation in each country, just like
§. a diplomatic corps. National as well as foreign press clubs
(/. are their centres which public men neglect to cultivate at
i their own peril. :

. A dog biting a man is no news whereas a man
[ biting a dog makes news. News media go in for the dra-
' matic. No wonder the country of origin of the Greek
drama attracts the attention of the worfd press.
- Newswriters like to preface their reports with dramatic
) phrases like "the cradle of civilisation” or “the birth-place
: of democracy”. Let us probe what kind of country Greecs
§ is and what manner of people live there.
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Occupying the southern tip of the Balkan Penin-
sula in the eastern Meditcranean Sea, Greece is at the
crossroads between Europe and Africa, Asia and Ithe
Middle East. Endowed with a mountainous inland in the
north and an indented coastline and mapy islands in the
south, sunny Greece is a natural tounst attraction. Add to
this three thousand years of recorded history and you get
a tourist industry which provided the leading source of
foreign exchange eamings. . :

Greek civilisation reached the peak of its glory in
the fifth century BC when direct democracy was practised
in the city states and Socrates asked his famoug, well,
Socratic, questions (This was about a century after
Gautama preached his Buddhist doctrine in India and
Conficius formulated the rules of princely conduct 1n
China). As the city states declined, his disciple Plato
dreamed of the philosopher king. His disciple Aristotle
found one in his pupil, Alexander the Great, although the
latter proved better in territorial conquest than in Aristo-
telian logc. - '

By the middle of the-second century Greece had
/dcclincd 1o the status of 2 Roman province. Leamned Greek
slaves became tutors to the scions of prominent Roman
citizenry, enabling Asian subjects of European Powers 10
say 'I felt like a Greek slave in the City of Rom?'. much
- later in history.

. Remaining within the Eastern Roman Empire until
the thirteenth century, Greece by the middle of the fif-
teenth century had become part of the Ottoman Empire.
Only in the beginning of the nineteenth century was
Greece able to extract herself out of Turkish domination
as a result of the insurrection made famous by the par-
ticipation of the English poet Lord Byron.
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The nine million modern Greeks are no less dra-
matic than their famous ancestors, judging by recent hap-
penings. They still value a sense of the dramatic. I once -
came across a Greek central banker at the International
Monetary Fund who was baffled by the reduced value of
the remittance from home, so well guarded was the secret
of the impending devaluation of the drachma!.

The physical beauty of the. lknd and the islands
(sung in poetry as 'Island of Roses', 'Bride of the Sun', etc)
is unfortunately not matched by the personal beauty of the

; ~ contemporary inhabitants. Although Greek gods were

worshipped as much for their physical beauty as for their
oracles by the ancient Greeks, their descendants to-day are
not a handsome lot.-Like Merlina Mercouri of 'Never én
Sunday day’, fame, (later to become Minister of Culture),
world famous opera star Maria Callas old mistress of
Aristotle Onesis who married President Kennedy's widow

¢ Jackie, their facial features are too prominent and might

even appear ugly to Oriental dyes used to flat Mongoloid
features. But again like Merlina Mercouri, Maria Callas -
they more than make up for their lack of physical beauty
by their dramatic, passionate and at times tragic gestures
in life.

If Greek features do not please\the Oriental eye,

b Greek food, such as Kokoretsi (meat on small spils) and

dolmadakia (rice, ground meat and spices rolled in vine,
leaves), suits the Oriental palate fine. Greek restaruants
in the West have always been gastronomical haven for

- Oriental students from boiled insipid food of the host

country. P

) The capital city of Athens i3 dominated by the
fabulous Parthenon (again fifth century BC) standing like

. & crown on the rocky hill of the Acropolis, the way the
L' landscape of Yangon is dominated by Shwe Dagon o
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Theingottara hill. While Olympia with the Stadium where

the original Olympic Games were held is about 200 miles

away, the stadium where the first of the modern series of

Olympic Games was held in the early part of this century
s situated in Athens.

Situated on the slopes of Mount Parnassus is the
world faous Delphi, the site’ of the Oracle of Pyithia.
There stand the Tempke of Apollo, the world's earliest
open air theatre, the Staduim, the Sanctuary of Athena
Pronia. Inside the tempke, the statue of Apollo is guerded

~ by a Greek soldier in the traditional skirtlike uniform.
Most visitors eonfess it was all very Greek to them!
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April in Portugal

i Although people sing about April in Portugal and the Rain
i in Spain, the titles of these songs are hardly indicative of
. the temperament of the fellow inhabitants of the Iberian
Peninsula. In fact it is dfficult to think of two neighbours
. so similarly situated who are yet so different.in their life
i style.

The Portugese keep North European hours with
b, hardly any siesta whereas the Spanish are fervent devo-
| tees of the Mediterranean siesta, dining at alnost midnight
¥ and stepping ourt afterwards, hardly ever sleeping in the
i dark. When a Spaniard fights z bull, he fights to the death,
i of either the bull or himself. When a Protugese fights a
bull, he spares its life and also takes good care of his own,
{ ' When a Spanish senhorita is feeling gay and romantic, she
dances with you, although she may carry a dagger in her
. garter to use in case she feels you are overstepping. When
[/-a Portugese senhorita is feeling gay and romantic, she
smts the eerie fado at most.

H As a matter of fact, the Portugcse except for being
{ the least racialist of men, resemble the Victorian English .
,-" most. Saber and reserved, the Portugese still have
¥ gentlemen’s clubs and their policemen still wear white
i fopees. As a return compliment, the colonizl British gov-
fe;.rernors always had Portugese port passed around after .
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dinner. No wonder Portugal and Britain are the oldest al-
lies in Gurope. This alliance 1s carried forward even into
the New World. At international conferences, 1f a Brazil-
ian delegate cannot usc his Portugese, he invariably- falls
back on English and never on Spanish.

One reason for Portugese caution towards the
" Spanish neighbours .1s historical. The Portugese had to
fight for their independence from Spain in the twelfth
century. And while the Portugese expanded abroad to
build up an Empire which included Brazil, Persia,
IndoChina, Malaya, Ceylon, West and East Africa ?n tlie
sixteenth century, their homeland was invaded and held
captive for 60 years by the Spaniards. By the time the
Portugese dynasty was restored in the middle of the sev-
enteenth century, their Dutch, English and French rivals
'had begun to gobble up the Portugese share of colonies
and commerce. Since then the ex-imperial power had
pathetically clung to its remaining overseas possessions
until now.

The Portugese in their heyday were great explor-
ers. Bartholomew Diaz reached the Cape of Good Hope,
Vasco da Gama rached the west coast of {ndia, and Chris-
topher Columbus found the New World for the Old. The
Portugese also produced their share of adventurers includ-
ing the infamous D¢ Brito of Syriam.

The contemporary Portugese number ten million
and by European standards still include too many peas-
ant§ and fishermen. Their agriculture 1s not sufficiently
mechanized and their fishing boats are not big anough {0
venture out into the open sea in pursuit of the migrant sat-
dines. Their per capita income is the lowest in Western
Europe and this accoynts for the fact that 1 1/2 million
of them are working abroad compared to a Jabour force
of only 3 million in Portugal itself. many Portugesc
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emigrate each year leaving their beautiful homeland be-
hind. :

Portugal boasts of 530 miles of beaches but the
most glamorous stretch is that running from Lisbon to
Sintra through Estoril and Cascais. Lisbon like Rome is
built on seven hills and atso borders on the blue sea. Its
churches display a wide range of architectural style while
its tower and castle betray Moorish influence.

The seaside resort town of Estoril, only 15 miles
away, 15 paradoxically the republic's gilded cage for ex-
iled monarchs including the Pretender to the Throne of
neighbouring . Spain. Las Vegas gamblers are known to

i - walk in from their planes to its new casino at all hours

of day or night and thence to riearby Cascais for night life.
A short drive away is another resort town of Sinta called
a little Eden by Lord Byron.

Seafood, cheese and pasty are Portugese speciali-
lies. And, of course port wine from the Douro Valley and
Medeira wine from the island of the same name are world
famous. Probably Portugal is one of the few countries in
the world where a bottle of local wine is included in fixed-
priced meals. And it is also probably the only country in
Europe where waiters will still peel an apple or an orange

-and carve it into rococo shapes before serving. No won-

dér about 3 1/2 million tourists flock to it each year

' although about half of them come just across the border

from Spain. .

Portugal has often been described as an island in
Europe. May be it was so under Salazar’s long rule. But

" now that the winds of change have ﬁnally reached it, April
. in Portugal promises to be a real spring time.
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Modern Phoenicians

© . "After you shook hands with a Lebanese, make
sure you still have all your fingers". This is a joke the

" Lebanese like to teli on themselves, a11x{ding to trading

skifls and entrepreneurial ability they think they have
inherited from their Phoenician ancestors, h
Inhabiting a strip of land only 120 miles long and
35 miles at its widest, over half of which is barren
mountain swamp and desert with no oil undemeath, it
‘appears that the Lebanese will have to make the most of
their human resources -- which indeed they have donc.
.Lebanon before the civil war enjoyed a standard d of liv-
ing pigher than that of most countries in the Third World.

‘ The topography of Lebanon, consisting of a nar-
row strip of coastal plain facing the eastern.Mediterra-
nean, the two parallel mountain ranges and the fertile
Bekaa . Valley .between them, has largely determined its
history and culture. The ancient coastal ports of Byblos
(now Jubail), Tyre (Sour) and Sidon (Saida) served as
thriving Phoenician trading centres, protected by the
mountain from the east. Later Egyptian, Assyrian, Persian
and Selucid invaders exploited the mountain forests of
which the Cedarsg, the oldest in the world, dating back to
4000 BC, remain. Stitl later Greek, Roman, Byzantine and
Arab conquerors built their cities in the valley, of which
Baalbek is the most famous run.
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. About the ninth century, the predominantly Chris-
tian settlements were penetrated by Islam, particularly by
sects of Shia and Druse. Traditionally'a refuge for racial
i and religious minorities (17 different religious sects) and

~ enjoying a certain amount of autonomy even during the
;. long period of Ottoman rule, the tivil strife in Lebanon
i - between The Druses and the Christian Maronites invited

French intervention, forcing the Sultanate in 1860 to grant
;. Lebanon autonomy under a Christian Governor. With the
i, dismemberment of the Ottoman Empirc after World War
! I, the French received a League of Nations mandate over’

'~ Syria and Lebanon, and drew (he present borders of
it | Lebanon to include some predominantly Moslem areas. So
P that today there is a delicate confessional balance main-
Y. tained by a series of constitutional conventions whereby
the President is always a Maronite Christian, the Prime .
{0 Minister a Sunrii Moslem and the Speaker of the Cham.-
{ " ber a Shia Moslem. ' ‘
b Before the Civil War about 3 million people lived
i1 Lebanon, just over 2 million being Lebanese and the -

' rest being-Palestinian refugees, Syrian and Kurdish work-
. ' ers and other foreigners. No wonder Lebanon geflects in
v, a concentrated form dfl the existing tensipns within the
Arab world and the Middle East. ’ '

This is most noticeable in the campus life of
. Beirut's four universities, the' American’ University
j..-lfounded 1866, the French St Joseph's University founded
i 1878, the new Lebanese State University and the Arab
§ University (a branch of Alexandria University). The
_'!'chanese are fond of learning and adept at languages, as
.;;, if upholding the Phoenician tradition of spreading the first
i\ Written alphabey. In the same way as historic Lebanon has .
2/ been the meeting place of civilisations, modern Lebanon

';;gkeeps An open mihd to all currents of thought, Beiru:
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boasts best bookshops in the area while a total of 90 pub-
lications including 30 dailies in Arabic and 8 in ather
languages emanate from Lebanon: Art galleries in Beirut
and the annual international festival at Baalbek have
contributed to the emergence of Lebanon-as the cultural
centre of the Middle East. -

Beirtit where about a third of the populatlon of
Lebanon live and work generates the largest proportion

of the national income. And two-thirds of the national
income comes from trade and services. A thriving transit

trade where one is supposed to be able to buy anything

except a father and a mother bas earned Beirut its well

deserved name of Hong Kong of the Middle East. In the
same way as visitors to the United States. make their
clothes in Hong Kong en-route, visitors to' Europe pick
up their requisites in Beirut. This despite the fact that the
two airports similarly situated between the mountain and
the sea are the most difficult to land. Arab oil money and
the Swiss style numbered accounts of its banks may ‘also
turn Beirut into the financial centre of the Middle East.

But Beirut (Beyrouth in French) is not all culture
and commerce. It is also-a fun city, if only because eam-
-ings from tourism are nkeded to supplement other invis-

1ble items to offset Lebanon's “chronic trade deficit. The

cnty has a large number of night-clubs, cabarets; disco-
theques, Engl:sh-style pubs, French-style cafes, all-night
Turkish and American coffee-shops, European and Arab
restaurants. Egypt may produce-the greatest exponcms of
the Oriental Dance but it is Beirut which provides its most
exposed version. Half an hour's drive from Bejnit there
is thé Casino du Liban where you can gamble and also
see the mot expensively mounted and lavishly speatacu-
_ lar show outside Las Vegas. For a cheaper view of the live
mermaids, the underground bar at Hotel Phoenicia is built
into an exposed side of the swimming pools
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Lebanon is one of the few countries which can
provide swimming at the beach as well as skiing on the
mountainside at the same time of-the year and with a few
miles commuting. And 1t is small enough to be substan-
tially explored in a tax: from Beirut--usually a used
Mercedes driven back from a German car dump. A bali-
day in Lebanon has become a status symbol for Arabs east
of Suez who have consequently become he mainstay of
Lebanese tourism earning one-sixth of the national in-
come.

~ Industries were also being eve-oriented from
import substitution to export proustion. An economic and
cultural centre of the middle East became a goal.

. These areams sadly went up in smoke, thanks to
the Civil war and continued activities of the Syrtan backed
Hisbollah and the Israel backed Lebanese militia.
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Once and a Future Land

\To 2 Myanmar, the old name of Mesopotamia
rather.than the new name of Iraq would strike 2 bcl!. It
would recall to him history lessons about the ancient
civiligations which thrived on the basins of the Tigris and
the Euphrates. It would also remind him of thc short spell
of soldiering the British permitted him to do between the
disbandment of King Thibaw's army in 1886 and the out-
break of the Second World War in 1939.

- 1t was of course the Tigris and the Euphrates
which allowed the early development around 4000 BC of
irrigated agriculture which in turn madtj, possjla'le a growth
of population and the rise of the earliest cities. A com-
mon Sumerian culture existed throughout Mesopotamia
under Sumerian kings, the contemporaries of pharaohs of
the first Egyptian dynasty. But more so than the Ni!e, the
Tigrits and the Euphartes changed their courses, d_uc partly
* to'natural causes and partly to methods of irrigation used.
As a result, much of the Mesopotamian desert is now
sirewn with ruins of ancient cities, like Erech, Ur and

Babylon. . ‘ |
The last-named city under the great Hammurabi

(circa 18th century BC) was a prosperous centre of a Jarge
political and religious empire. Hummurabi's code of laws
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dealt with such subjects of legislation as land tenure rent,
wages, money, contracts, public order, marriage, divorce,
inhentance and the position of women, which are still the
concern.of modern legislatures. ,

Babylon became a second capital in the succeed-
ing Assyrian Empire, built on a novel idea of a perma-
nent bureaucracy and a standing army, with Nineveh as
its capital. With the destruction of Nineveh by the
Scythians, Babylon became the capital again much ex-
panded and more prosperous under the illustrious
Nebuchadnezzar. T

Finally in 539 BC, Babylon fell to the Persian
ruler Cyrus. For so long a seat 'of Semitic power, Meso
potamia now came under the control of an Indo-European -
speaking people. And it was in Babylon in 323 BC that
Alexander the Great died, bequeathing to, the posterity his
attempled synthesis of Greek and Asian cullures.

Arab conquest of Mcsopotamia, the first major
one outside the peninsula, took place by accident. An
expedition sent out by the first caliph and successor to
Mohammed, Abu Bakr (632 - 634), merely to quell dis-
turbances in Bahrein, took in the delta of the Euphrates
as an extra prize. As in the life of an individual, accidents

i “can transform the life of a nation. The majority of the

population of Mesopotamia were converted to Islara and

somewhat more slowly to the Arab language.

But it is significant that the Arab golden age that

§ followed centred in Mesepotamia and not Arabia, and that
§ Baghdad became the capital of the ruling caliphate. And
I here it was that the thousand and one Arabian nights were
' bore. Especially under Mansur, Harun al-Eashid and

b¢' Mamum, the pinnacle of Moslem Arab glory was reached
!r;.:

in the maiterial and mtellectual fields such as mathemat-
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ics and the sciences. poctry and literature, commerce and
government. :

The magic carpet was however rudely pulled
under by the Mongols who under Hulagu, the grandson
of Genghis Khan sacked the city of Baghdad in 1256. The
glory that was Mesopotamia was laid waste, the most cruel
blow being the ruin of the canal system upon which the
agricultural life of the land depended.

Early in sixteenth century began the long Ottoman
rule which continued, except for a short interlude of
Persian control in the scventeenth century, until the col-
lapse of the Ottoman Empire at the end of the First World
War, of which Mesopotamia was a constant theatre of war.

Soon after the outbreak of the First World War, the
British decided to dispatch an Anglo- Indian expedition
from India to Basra which the German-Turkish command
immediately decided to resist. The first British advance
was stopped at Al Kut o the Tigris and a garrison of 9000
British and Indian troops had to surrender after efforts
costing 24,000 casualities to relieve it failed. The second
British offensive under General maude succeceded in cap-
turing Baghdad in 1917, '

It was during thc Mesopotamian campaign that the
Myanmar Sappers and Miners as part of the British In-
dian forces saw action. They seemed to have fought well
not only against the enemy but also against other units
which happened to insult their national pride. Having
proved his fiery pride the Myanmar never got a chance
of soldiering again until the outbreak of the Second World
War, when young Myanmars joined up, not the- British
Army but Aung San's Myanmar Independence Army.

Britain acquired a mandate over Irag which was

resisted by a national war of liberation in 1920.The Brit-
ish recognized Iraq-as a kingdom in 1922 and terminated

tlassic.com

A Myanmar Looks at Others 273

the mapdatc of 1932 when Iraq was admitted 1o League -
of Nations. Irag became a republic i1n 1958. |

[raq was not just a once upon a time land but also
a land with a future on account of its second largest. oil
reserves in the world. Sadly, that future seems to here
gone up in smoke became of the recent Iraq war.
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Diuided by the Tongue

‘After centuries of enslavement', as the title of the - -

 Belgian national anthem runs, Belgium became an inde-

pendent political entity only in 1830. But Belgic tribes of
Celtic origin had already been settled in the southern part

~of the Low Countries known to the Romans as Gallia

Belgica, when Julius Caesar conquered it'in 50 BC. These
tribes were later joined by Salian Franks from the north
who now roughly represent the Flemish speaking element,
while the French gpeaking Walloons of the southern part
are generally of a purer Celtic stock, This is the utmost
ethnic distinction that can be made of the Belgians who
today can be differehtiatec} only by the tongue they speak
and no longer by the way they look. '

Fifty years 2go, one half of the population of Bel-
gium spoke Flemish, another third spoke French, while the
remaining one - sixth spoke both Flemish and French. The
bilingual group must have grown larger now as a result
of the official policy to require all public servants to know
both languages although they can express themselves in
the language of their preference. So an official letter

written in Flemigsh can be answered. inr French and vie

versa. There is in addition a small éommunity of 80,000
in the east, speaking German.

‘With ten million people living in an area less than
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twelve thousand square miles, Belgium had one of the
highest population densities in the world One result of
packing a lot of active, innovative people in a strategic

cross-road of European civilization over a 2000 year

period ts that one cannot travel over a few miles in
Belgium without coming across a piece of history. A veri-
table paradise for a student of European economic history
this small country has preserved within its boundaries,
monuments to ancient, medieval or feudal, mercantile,
industrial stages of development it had passed through
right up-to the present stage of regional integration.

As in other parts of the Roman Empire, it was'_

again the Romans who built the first roads in Belgium,
espccxfally'(hosc leading to other parts of Europe. The
middle ages are represented by numerous castles where
the feudal lords lived churches where ecclesiastical au-
thorities presided and medieval towns where trades
thnved. Most illustrative of feudal power is the War of
the Cow (1275 - 1277) which originated. in the following
Tnanner. ' ’ \

One day in the year 1275 a certain Engoran stole

a cow from a man named Rigaud who lived at Corbion. .

He hoped it would fetch 15 sols at the Andenne Fair,
which was crowded with people come to see the princes’
contest. But Rigaud recognized his cow among the cattle

in the square. The ensuing fight led to the intervention of
the Condroz bailiff, who' forced: the culprit to admit his -

theft and to lead the cow back to its byre, under the
watchful eye of four sergeants. But no sooner had Engoran
returned home, then he was overpowered by his escort and
hung from the branch of a tree. This of course was a grave
encroachment on the preserves of the Lord of Goesnes
within whose jurisdiction Engoran lived. The ensuing War
of the Cow caused the death of 15,000 people and ruined
a hundred villages. )

e
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Land of Bishop Princes, Belgium was also noted
for its nunnerises. Symbolic of medieval piety 15 the
magnificent Antwerp Cathedral the tower of which accord-

. ingto popular tradition was built thanks to the offerings

of the poor people of the city, whereas the tower that was
to be built by the wealthy remained unfinished. Symbolic
of feminine dedication to religious cause is the Church of
Saint Certrude at Nivelles named after the daughter of
Pepin of Landen, who allegedly refused to marry the son
of the Duke of Aquitaine. .

The rise of medieval towns based on trade and
industry as in the great textile centres contributed to the

~ decline of power of feudal lords who themselves came to

crave for wealth, as illustrated by the follow:ng story of
the haunted castle of I'narne. -

In the year 1457, at the time of the festwmes m
Ghent, there were so many guests in the castle that one

“of them had to ‘be put up in the ghost's room. At about

two o'clock in the morning, the guest woke up to see the
ghost approaching his bed, bearing a lighted candle. The
man did not move but saw the ghost piercing the wall and
removing from it a large quantity of gold and silver coins,
which it started to count with the utmost care. Presum-
ably nothing was missing, for the ghost put the treasure
back in its hiding place and disappeared. The next morn-
ing, the guest related this story to his host, who imme-
diately had the wall opened and so dlscovcred a fabulous
treasure.

Architectural reflection of power structure of the
next period is seen at most town squares by the promi-
nence of the cathedral, the town hall and the guild houses.
Then came the’ Industnal Revolution, represented now by
the area around Liege, products of which are exported
through the great port of Antwerp on the North Sea. And
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today Brussels has become the capital of Europe as the
headquarters of the European Economic Community. This
is indeed a fitting choice because Belgium has known in
its long history, periods of Roman, Spanish, Austrian,

French and Dutch rule, not to speak of German occupa-

tion during the two World Wars, and has also been the site
of many a bloody battle such as Waterloo, Ypres,
Eastogne.

The one- million city of Brussels must have the
highest proportion of ambassadors resident, because apart
from ambassadors accredited to the Court of the King of
the Belgians there are ambassadors to the EEC as well as
ambassadors to the NATO (recently moved from Paris).
~ As if to match the number of foreign HEs Belgium boasts

_of numerious Counts most of whom however work for a
living. .
Belgium is.not only the place for nature lovers
(the forests of the Ardennes, the hills of Brabants, the
valley of the Méuse, the beaches and dunes of the North
See) and for art lovers (Van Eycks, Rubens, Van Dyck)
but also for food lovers. Though divided by the tonguc
the Belg:um never go Dutch on French food.
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The All-American

America is exactly nalf way around the globe from

. Myanmar and if a phbfograph of the earth taken from

somewhere near the moon can be sufficiently magnified,
an American will be seen to be standing on his head when

a Myanmar is on his feet and vice versa. Pursuing this

approach, ene will be struck more by similarjties than by
differences in the outlook on life between the American
:‘and the Myanmar. -

Low population density (58 per square rile in the
US and 110 in Myanmar), bountiful nature (fully exploited
m the US and yet to be'in Myanmar),- geographical iso-
lation (as a continent in the case of the US and as a
country in the case of Myanmar) and economic self-suf-
ficiency (at an industrial level in the US and at a subsis-
tence level in Myanmar) have bred in the inhabitants of -
both areas, national traits of hospitality, generosity, an op-
timistic nature as well as a certain amount of self-com-
placent insularity. Breezy informality, a hallmark of so-
cial democracy, permeates the manner. of their everyday
life.

A Myanmar arriving for the first time in the Land
of Liberty (where he is more likely to be greeted in these
days of air travel by the sight of the New York skyline
rather than the Statue of Liberty) will bé struck more by
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material differences than cultural. For example, in the
streets of Manhottan, he will be impressed by the unend-
ing rows of motor-cars, both moving and stationary, as
well as by the taliness of skyscrapers which he has to
_ strain the neck to look up. At the same time he will dis-
“cover to his agreeable surprise that spitting in public is
not looked upon as a crime there as it is in Britain.

When a Myanmar is introduced to an American,
he is made to remember the given name rather than the
famlly name. "My name is William so-and-so. Call me
Bill". This suits the Myanmar fine since he himself hgs
only a given name. Until such time as ‘when he has to in-
troduce him to another American friend by which time he
will probably have forgotten the sumames of both. This
is where hie finds the age old British technique of mum-
bling the name in introductions handy. When two Ameri-
cans meet and have forgotten each other's name, even the
first name, they accost each other by simply saying 'Hi!',
the equivalent of Myanmar(eon:).

" When a Myanmar visits an American home, he is
delighted to find that as in Myanmar the children have the
general run of the house often with the aid of some
neighbourhood friends. He is also moved by the concern
~ shown by American teenage children, obviously living in

a veritable paradise with budgets and markets of their
own, for their bill-laden old Pop by cheering him up from
time to time with a pat on the head (an untouchable part
of the physique in Buddhist Myanmar!)- .

. A Myanmar will find that like his own, American

society is matriarchal and that the American woman wears
the pants at home both literalty and physically. Naturally
matriarchs rear devoted sons to the horror of younger
potential matriarchs. He will also find that unlike. the
chaperoned Myanmar maidens, Amencan girls, extrovert
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and always well-groomed, make wonderful dates, blind or
seen, but like Myanmar women they turn into formidable
life~partners. Men's Lib could well be a common cause of
the American and the Myanmar,

Moving from the American suburbia to the Ameri-
can campus, ne {inds a great variety-ranging from the very
good, represented by the Ivy League and well-endowed
graduate schools, to the indifferent, represented by the
mass-production centres of the academic diploma. An
admirabic American tradition of working through college
has now happily spread to the Old World including the
Third World where university education used to be a
monopoly of the elite. »

Whether at school or at work, an American's dis-
play of energy is truly impressive. He generally keeps late
hours at night and yet is off to school or work carly in
the moming, the lost sleep to be caught up on later. During
the'day he is constantly on the move and spends a great

i . deal of time behind the wheels. A .week-end is 2 time to

be spent away from home, somewhere, somehow-probably
most of it behind the wheels again. Most Americans have
a dual personality, one during the week and the other
during the week-end. Annual vacations, a must in most
offices, are gencrally spent in motion, often necessitating
a holiday to recover from the holiday. Mobility in America
Is not confined to the spatial but extends to the social and
economjc fields. Like the.European the American. is
achievement oriented, but because of this greater mobil-
ity, his endeavours are often ad hoc and not based on a
life-long carger.. .

Probably this great rescrvoir of American energy
15 derived from the intake of homogenized milk at break-
fast, 2s a.night-cap, as a refreshment and even with the
meals. Wholesome food (meaning nutritions but unpalat-
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able), served in generous proportions like the T-bone
steak, the yumbo-sized hamburger and the super-hot-dag,
probably contributes to the making of American energy.

Much of this energy appears to have been spent,
since the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers, in pioneenng,
both physical and cultural, giving the world the megapolis
and the skyscraper, the airplane and the super-highway,
the assembly line and the super-market, the week-end and

_the TV, the cocktail and the brunch, Hollywood and the
graduate school. ' '

Sometimes this pioneering spirit of conquering
nature appears to have been carried to excesses. For
‘example, during the winter the American hotels and of-
fices are overheated so that the occupants have to remove
_their jacket and eat ice-¢ream to cool off. In summer on
the other hand, these places are air-conditioned to such
a low degree that one has to keep warm by putting on a
thick suit and drink steaming hot coffee. To conquer space
an American walks on wheels, And to conquer time he
overspeeds at the risk of his life. '

The United States is such a vast continent and the
Americans such a diverse people that a common denomi-
nator of value has to be found, and for a time, it was found

.in material wealth. Making & fast buck has its attractions
where it can buy a lot of things and where the shops are
kept open most of the time. Sueing for damages, real or
imaginary, has therefor replaced gun-toting as a favourite
pastime:-No handbook an American is complete without
an enumeration of 60,000 odd millionaires and 500 larg-
est firms they own. Happily the use of money is becom-
ing more sophisticated as evidenced by the mushrooming
of art galleries, museums and centres for the performing
arts all over the country. Tourism has been another im-
portant item of expenditure. Americans with their fasci-
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nation with novelty make ideal tourists and the travelled
Ameqcan-has proved to be better American. In addition,
American involvement in the affairs of the world for the

last five decades had gone a long way in breaking down
the proverbial nsularity.

With the recent shifts in the global balance of
power, political, economic and cu'ltural, the Americang
h.avc been going through a sclf-reappraiéal, agonizing at
mnes,.Their public life as well as their personal attitudes
are being scrutinized under the glare of a vigorous press
with a candour characteristic of Americans, The new
American emerging out of this Spiritual metamorphosis

should be of engaging interest to all others, and not the
least to the Myanmar, ' |
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Curriculum Vitae of
.o Wunnakyawhtin U Thet Tun
BQ’H‘I in 1926 in Yangon, U Thet Tun was educated in
Myanmar, Japan and England gaining a B.A.from the Univer-

sity of Yangon, and a B.Sc. (Econ) {Hons) degree from the
University of London. He worked 25 years in the Ministry of

.-I‘ﬁatlonal Planning including a year each at the IMF, ECAFE
“4nd IBRD. After 19 years service at the head of the Ministry’s
“'Central Statigtical and Economics Department, U Thet Tun
.was named Myanmar Ambassador to France in 1975 with con-
“eurrent accreditation to Switzerland and Spain. At the same
time he served as Permanent Delegate to Unesco in Paris and -

Chief Delegate to the UN’s Disarmament Committee in
Geneva; In 1979 U Thet Tun was invited back to Unesco Sec-
retariat to head its Asia and Pacific Division. Retiring in 1986,
U Thet Tun now lives in Yangon serving as a director of Tun

- Foundation. Bank, a part-time member of Myanmar Histori- -

cal Commission, and President of Japan Alumni of Myanmar
Assocjation.

Hé won the 1998 National therary Prize in.the genre
of belles-lettres for his bilingual Paris memoirs entitled “In
the Footsteps of Kinwun". He is also the author of Myanmar
in'the world (1997) in Myanmar language, a translation into
Bhghsh of the Writings of General Aung San {2000),
Hun‘tourous Sayings (2001), The Contemporary Myanmar
(ZdOZ) Western Women's Wicked Wit (2003), National In-
sult§ between Europeans (2003) and Selected Writings of
anred Ambassador U Thet Tun (2004),
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