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BOEHM CLARINET
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Clarinet Family
® '8 Pedal (or) Contra Bass
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D E Clarinet

(@ C Clarinet
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THE CLARINET
B

The Clarinet consists of five parts; (a) the
Mouthpiece; (h) the Socket (or Barrel); (c) the
top Joint, fingered by the Iefr hand; (d) the
lower Joint, fingered by th= right hand; and
(e} the Bell.

The instrument should br assnmbled most
carefully, to avoid the slightest risl: of straining
the key-work, with the finger-holes in a straight
line, and the reed on the underneath of the
mouthpiece.

The Clutsh illustrated belov: is of very
delicate construction, and care must be exer-
cised when ficting the lower joint to the upper
joint. Note how the fingers of the left hand
hold down the ring keys on top joint thus
allowing the lever marked F to pass over the
connecting lever on fower joint. The diagram
shows how this should be done.

Comporent parts of
the Bo~hm Clarinet
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THE LIPS

Apf oximately one-half of the sloped end of the mouthplece should be placed between the lips.
Th= lowtr lip ‘must be drawn slightly inwards so as to cover the lower front reeth. The top lip must
be drawn down below the top teeth so that just sufficient will be drawn inwards to prevent the top
terth from making contact with the top of the mouthplece.

Do rot bite on the top lip with the tzeth.
Th~ rorrect way to avoid this and at the same time
assist in 1 rapid development of *embouchure”
(i.e.. lip rontrol) is to hold the lips around the
moenthpiee braced in a manner somewhat simifar
to that ‘rhich precedes a forcible utterance of
any word beginning with the letter M, such as
*me" or “my ",

far 130 many teachers are content to let
pupils play wich the lips in a passive state; they
must be wnder 2 definjte control, and braced to
maintatn azcurate pitch whether playing pp or ff.
Failuré to comply with this precept is one of the
chicl causes of bad intonation.

TO PRODUCE THE FIRST SOUNDS

Place the muuthPiecc in the mouth in the manner previously described. with the tip of the tongue
in light cartact with the underneath of the reed.

Draw in 2 moderate breath through the sides of the mouth; (this should be done without, disturbing
the prsition of those parts of the lips that are on the top and bottom of the mouthpiece) now withdraw
the tongue quickly, pronouncing the letter T, whilst directing a steady and moderate breath through the
mouthpiece. ) .

Avoid 1l temptation to produce the sound without the stroke of the T, as'is often done on account
of an apparently greater facility of production. This obnoxious habit, which consists of saying * hoo "
through the mouthpiece, is not infrequently to be found among self-taught or slovenly players. It must
he 2 aided at all costs, :
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