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“Dhammazedi bronze Bell” drawned in 1612 AD

Monday, 22 January, 2003, 1825 GMY
Burma project to return sacred bell

An Enghsh inarine archacologist is reported to have agreed to recover vnie of Bunna's most sacred religious
relics fram (he bed of the Irrawaddy river, where it has lain for nearly 400 years.

The relicis the Dhammazedi bell, which Is said (o weigh 300 1ong, and belicved 16 (he thie blggest ever
made.

The bell, niode of gold, silver and bronze and encrusied with emeralds and sapphires, once stoad in
Burma's holiest shrine;(he Shwedngon Pagoda in Rangoon.

It was {ooted frum the pagoda by (he Portugucse ncarly four-hundeed yuars ago, but sank inlo (he river
when an agempt 10 ship il away wen( wrong. .

The archacologint, Mike Uatcher, says tic will bryin work un the project i Murch. (Cis estimated that the
operation witl cost some six-million dollars, tha funds being provided peivately.

Mr Hatcher, who hax several successhl selvage operations to hix credit. siys be hopes the reiwrn of (he bel
will peove a positive calalyst far change in Burma.

Dvat e suovagoon of the BEC o ld Sonviee

—Ead——es

The World’s Three Largest Bells

Russia‘s famous Tsar-Kolokol is the largest bell in the world, of course, but il is broken.
Apart from that, i you inspect our list of bells larger cthan 1,600 prds (36,000 {bs, or
aboul 18 metiic iwns o1 more), you'il probably be surprised (o see thal the world's biggest
working bells ace not 5n Russia, but in Burma, Korea, and Japan. Another is under water,
bun there has Jnely been sone [alk of irying tu locate dod nuse 1t Yel another was Josi in
World War 11 Only then, sixth ot seventh down the list, do we find Trinity-Sergius
Lavra's *Tsarsky Kolokol”, ar "Royal Bell”, )

Orre Suy wee hope to 1l nwre about Asia’s fucinauing belly, but d's interesiing (v
comparc what we've beea able 1o leam so far, with the Russian giant:

0$:oj|:m8cpmco

CLASEIC
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The Great Sunken Bell of Dhammazedi

Burmese ciyosicles celate that King Dhaanazedic 9t of the Mon kings ol B (now
known as Myanmar), who reigned at Hanthawaddy (Bage) from 1464 anward, had
urdared w censes of houscliofds i his kingdons sometime arosnd ihe yeur 1480,
However, his over-zzalous misisters not only counted the hauscholds; they also taxed
(b thus ublainng some LRG.000 vis (293 4 melcic, or aboul 000 bb wns) ot cpppur.
King Dhammazedi was no( pleased and so, 10 allay his wrath, l}lw ministers proposed ta
huve e copper cont o # bel). That was fow the biggest bell in lustory amne (5 be. The
chronicles also note that the date chosen for the casting of the Bell, § February 1484, was
asuolbgically inappropriate and that the Bel) had an unpleasant sound.
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I found in a fair Hall a very large bell, which we measured
and found to be seven paoass and three hand breadths, and it is full
of letters from the top to the boftom but there was no Nation that

could understand them.
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“He (Dhammazedi King) also cast large bell Awinga Sauk
Fwomdeoron of three parts brass, eighteen theusand in weight, and
dedicated it" UR@ eo&cpoén
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His Majesty had then design and cast a great bell of one
hundred and eighty thousand vin weight of bronze. The mouth of the
bell was eight cubits, and its height twelve cubits. He cast also a

small bell of five hundred vin in weight to strike in offering to the
Buddha on the upper platform of the pagoda. They paid up in LAGUN
as the contributon of the Lagun people ftve vin of gold and five
thousand vin of Image.
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Dagon came under his (Portugese, Felipe de Brito) Sway
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y He presented the befl te the Shwedapon Fagnd

in Rangoon (then known as Lagony Accordng
10 texts of the tune. the bell metal included silvor
and pold as will ax copper and (in The Lell i
Ak wnd 1o hive been encnnad with emeradds
and <appivres In view atthe apalence of the
pagada Rtsell, the <tory 1s dikely trae. (he el
frsel s sanl 00 be teloe cubits bigh and eyl
cubits wide. Anather. smualles bell of 500 s
(abatt /6 a4 (0n) wag cast ot the ame bime
and also ofered 1o the Buddha

A century laier i1 LIA3, Venetin gvm morclan
nanwd Casparo Badbn cived angieat Dagoa s
descrihed the Shwerngan Pagoda at length e
wrofe. " found m a & hall 3 very large bell
which we nwusured. and found 1o be soven
paves wd 1hiree haid breadths and it s full of
lenters fram che Lop 1o the bortom. so pear
togetiier that ane 1oiches the other, hut there
was no Nation that could understand them.”

By 1530 the Mon kings were in decline and in
1535 Lower Rurasia had boconwe subjest w
Lppet Burorm, At the sanie tine, Faropean
iraders and adventurers had begun to make
contsets in Lower Burma. So t the {3905, with
the suthority of the rulers in Upper Burn, a
Portugucse adventurer, Vilipe de Brito v Nicole.
SCLUp B ouw irsding post an Syl and by 1600
had vatended sus power across (he river 1o
Dagon and the surrounding countryside.

Thus in }608 De Brita removed the Dhammiazedi bell from the Shwedagon Patoda,
rolled it down the hill to a raft in the Pazundaung Creek snd had it hauted by etephants 1o
the river. The the belt and mft were lasbed 1o his fagship for the jourmey across the river
10 Thantyn (Syrian) (0 be melted down and made into ships cannons,

However. at (hw coufluenee of the Bayo uod Yangon Rivers ol whit is sow kauwi as
Mookey Point, the raft broke up and (he bell went 1o the botton, taking Filipe de Brito’s
ship with it~ justly, we thunk, Tl Poriugeuse sullered or their bungled luoting, too-—-
(heir catize garrison was killed in 2n attack by angry Burmese, and records suggest the
Poriuguese feadec died a slow death on bamboo stakes.

Altgecounts of the history of Rusguon wsist thal Dhamimzed's beil wis sever
recovered axdd until the late 1800s the top af'it could still be seen above water at bow tide.

ASSic.com
choogeé]&gm&@:éc\;jgrﬁzﬁup: J%

« Some witnesses taday @l aChaing raned ant 1o the bell <ji2 hy (hair elders 1o watch e
waler eddy aver (he top ot the subnierged bell. The nver wn't espucially deep, (40 fect),
t;m at the botiom there is 40 feet more of mud. The bell i3 somewheee in the mud

A snusller ol known as the Bodawpoya, was wiso taken from the Shwedugon Pugoda by
British Prize Agents in 1826 and lost in (he river. Bowever, it was abandoned by the
British and recoverad by the local inhabitants and retumed to the pagoda.

There ure ouier greut bell on view otbe Shwedugon. but they are much fater thun

Balbiy's time.

King Singu. had a 24.6 metrie (50 LS)-(uu dronze el 2,1 m ivgh und 2.0/ wide at
the mouth, cast and offeced to the Shwedagon on (7 Junuary 1779, Known as the
Mahagandhs Bell i cun e wuid loduy o i nortiwest side of the nwn pugod
plarform. The British pillaged Uik pagoda daring their 1824 (o 1826 wartime accupation
and tricd 1o carry the bell to Calevtta, bt fell victim to the same fate as de Brito- this bell,
100, sank imo the river.

The British fated in several attenpts o raise . The Mysiunars sud they would rabse
the belt on the condition it would be retumed to its origing! resting place in the pagoda,
and Uk Brilish, thinklg tahing would came ot of tie atenpt, sgeeed. But the
Myanmars had an ingenious plan. Divers tied countless bamboo poles underneath the bell
w Douted It o G yurfoce. The undernaing iwdped (o inxGli Uie Myanoars with
nationalisim during the years of British occupation.

The other bell, 42.5 meaie (83 US) tons in weight, 4.3 py high ana 2.2 11 wide at 1he
mouth, was cast and donated by King Thurrawaddy on 19 February 1843, It is known as

the Mahaticzads nnd i3 Incsied 2t the mottoast camaer afihe fapatn anelagurs,

End-
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Date 8 Oct. 2005

Jim 8lunt

644 Barrert Way

Big Bear City, Colifornia
USA 92314

Nyi Lynn Seck

Blic 424 #06-1202
Angmokis Ave 3
Stngapore 560424
Phane 91475927

Dear Ulynn,

Here is accurate data about the Dhammaredi Bell. This was a Peace Mission
endorsed and with the blessings of the US Government and the Militery
Government of Myanmar. The Rangoon University was o big help with the
Myanmar Navy Hydrographic Office in Yargon.

The Ereat Bell is not studded with 6ems, Diamonds or Emralds. It is folse
information that arybody will “find” the &reat bell with Night Vision Goggles
inside o Deep Sea Diving Hard Hat. The reosan is that Night Vision Goggles
work on the principle of availble light and in the Bells woters is so much sift
(Mua) that there is no light whatsoever, its totolly black ,no Light at all.
Then a night vision goggle inside o Hard Hat prevents the diver from
touching the Chin Button. This prevents the release of air from the suit so
the suit will explode ond kill the diver. Many web sites have this bogus
information, even reported in the London Thnes..

I have many offers vo raise the Great Bell but have been stopped by
opporiunity seckers, get rich quick scammers and for pelitical reasons.

T have touched the King Dhammazedi Bell myself, yes, it was at the bottom
of o very deep hole in very block water.. This is the truth, My prayers go with
you 10 Myanar. Ask La Lo Tee, Shwedsgon Pagode Police Girl to take you to
U kinMoung Myints Office to say hello for me. Remember to proy of the
excct spot where King Dhammazedi become ¢ Sainy, you will do well

Sincerely, U Jim U\ | e
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American Embassy Rangoon
Facsimile Cover Sheet

To Jim BLuNT

Organizatian: _CATALINA DESP sgg DIVERS

Phone.

oxt 23.L61-2003 .

From: MARTiAl TATWC

AMERICAN EMBASSY RANGOON, 8URA
{YANGOH, IAYANMAR)

Phane: [0065)-{01)-52065
Far; [0055)-(011-80409
Talex: 083-24230 Answer Bach: AMB YGN BM

Oale: 614/ 55
Totai Fagas
Incluging cover 3
theel:

Comments:

that would hire you, would provide all the necassacy
permiegions and permits you would require.

Thece L8 neavy equipmesr availaple {a Raagoos, although
Without knowing more specifics it would be df{fficult to say iZ
what vou would raguire would be available, and whethaer that .,
equipment would be sultable for use along the river.

f am sorry that we cannct be more helpful in providing you
more {nformation about the Rangroan River. T hope that what we
have baen able 1o uncover «w{ll be useful. Please éo pot
hegitate to concacr ¢& if we ¢an be of any furcher asslatant,
and iet us kpow If you will be coming to Rangoon in the future.

Sinceraly yours,

Wl 3 Tt
narcin B. Tatuch
Congulaz Officer

ofrondepenco

R R RN T W R VIO S T9Y)

.S, Embiazsy ~- Rangoon
AMEM® Box B
ARO AP 96346

Jyas 6ch 1995

Jim 8lobnt
Catalina Daep Bea Divers

12)4 N. gdgemont Stureek, No, 308
108 Angeles, California 90029

by fax: (213) 661-2487
Dear Hr. Blunt: -

Thank you for ycur faxed ilstrers of Hay 25th and June 6tk
Pleade rese assured that our office (s work{ng on vour
request. We have hean {n contact with a number of Burmese
government afZices heze in Rangoon, nobe of Whicn have been
aple to provide che infermation about the water guality of the
Rangoon Rivey, It 1s olr long-gtanding experignce thet Buroese
government agancles are very timid in fialding questions,
eapecially from foreigners, and it {a usually very difficult co
ges any kind of answver fcom them, As of aow, the 7arious
agencles tnat we have actuazlly been able to coneact Sava told
ug that they di6 not know of any water geality studles of Lhe
Bangoon River. It may be posaibie ihat such studies may not
exist. We will ccncinue, however, to search for an apswer,

The Rangoon fiver s gquite nuddy, and carries 4 good amount
of silk, It is also gulce swift as it passes by the uharves
along the rivertank ia the downtowa area, Prom my
obsarvacions, it doas noc seem that the t{ver carries an
ercxaordinary amount of pollutants. There ia not nuch induskry
on ths river that would dum> a great deal of potllitants Ln Lo
the Rangoon Rjver as far as ! can gee, s» {ndustcial waste
probably is not 2 great concerh, However, sewagas {8 anather
mattar, slthougn I dou not believe che river's wates is
dangerous. Wo undarstand that there are sevaral larga deainage
plpes tbat discharge untrested sewage from the downtown area
inte the dangoon River neac Mankev Polne.

1£ you Bre jinterasted in reading abeut Burma, there are
several good gailabooks available, although most aeditions
currently available do not have up-to-date informacion on
taings like accommedations and rastaurants. Bokh Lonely Planet
and 1n3ight aze useul, espacially as cultural quides. Y am
loas Iam%Ixa: with bouks on Burwese Buddhism. I &= sure that
the peopla who Would ba tiring you would be abla to provide you
with a great deal o3 ianformation on Surmese culeire and
religion. Mowt Burmese arc guiete devout Huddhists., I imagine
that the trusteos of the Shwedagon Pagoda, or whatevar group

o:fjroodepenco



¥ Moaomat Nuvy, Yangoa,

Paowe 235206

Jin Klune

1234 X Bdzooount 308
Llos fmzelea,Colif 20029
Us

Door Kr Jin Blunt,

1 am vory gted ta receive your 1gtter ofger return baek' from Upper

¥yonzor.Now I nm busy wigh lacbturu for the Hydrograophic offiser trainine.

Moping you will come bnck
dovicea within fow Nonths.

Qur people are very
Secrotery ~ I,S5tnte low an
poople about Dabameszcdl be

Bome authars write cboul Jnhemazedi ball in Nows puper & keaazing .

As for the future,l
uing.I think the be)) fmroj
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To whom it may concem ,

This letsex Is a commoadation for My. James Biuat from Lhe Shwedagon pagoda Ln Yangoa,
Urlen of Myanmar. The Shwedagen pagoda is the largest end most sacred Buddhist pagoda jn the
world.

Siace Decamber of 1995, Jamas has beca 1 guest of (ho Shwedagon pagada aad ths Roddhist
religion foc the parpose of diving ln tie Rangoon river (o Jocate the Jegeadacy sunken belf of King
Dhucmazedi. The Great Bell (s one of the mott sacred ican's of the Buddhin religioa.

Janes has made over 118 p sonal divea doriog 4 did Mt Blun( eated-
Lished a functions) dive base and blazed s trail fet others (o follow: James Blual inteoduced the
deauand cype regalalor (o Jocal pative divers.

M. James Blunt hax psrticipated fn Buddhist celigious ricials and prayers. He bas met with

to my couarry it the morderu metal datettor

ntetuatiny in Dbhamared) eclvege bell project.

d erdor reetoration ¢ounci) enncucced to the

11 salvoge projost aftar resaipt for your repor:

belicve vhat the salvage bell project in contir-

ect 18 still C.4 but depend on you ond your the sperior monk af the ardinati y In Pegu and made 2ilgrimages to the mount
© KYAIK-TIYO pagoda. James hias beea presepted with 2 socred religious medala. 108 higher order
monks have prayed over golden srmb ds for 218 hours i Ly reclting the 5,000 pages of

tw Buddhlst Bible in pali, the spoken word of Buddha, on three seperate occasions. James, so
honoared by the moaks, woce theas armbands under b wetsuit during his dives.

Beet tishee, On 2 March 1997, an officla) committes was foymed 10 salvage the Great Bell of Xiog

\ A“’\ I
gl
Myint Aung
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HYPOTHETICAL CALCULATION OF THI' RIvepsratix
oF

THE GREAT DELL OF DHNAMMAZRN®

There have been many assumptiana regatding thre =v=c il weigh'
tha Yell. Hovever, most aof the historical racueds  aval. '
wve{ght of the bel)l as 180,000 viss the diamcter = % Ly o
the height as 12 txung. As one taung Is «quivdanr 1o eJokleen
inches the dlametcr of kthe bel) will be aloul fevk vy
halght 16 feet. This !3 also ronflrmed by *he Furi. .
Oasparoe Balb{ wha visited Dagon §in 158 «nd r»
accounts that he faund a very large bell which liw measure:!
found to be seven paces apd three band brendths 5 dAiameb.
full of letters fxom top to bottom.

bssuming the velght of the bzl) fo be 180,000 vis: we qalea'
‘he volume of the bell as follews apnd it  wi faypd  tha' 7o
volume cCame very near to that as stated by the bhlstor)e )
records.

Thare i= every poalbility that the Dhammazedi B 17 i~ aYl¢h'”
cylinderical slnce the Portugese Felipe de Britts- znrpecde
rewoving the Great Bell (from the Shvedagon. Hjny aY{gla?t,
cylinderical, he could have rolled 1t whereas A il leevn conital,
Bhaped he would have eyperlenced great difflecully Lo remove i
That €act that some the anclent bells wvere s1{Jhidy cylindari~-:
hears out tha credence al! thmt assumptlon.

The umual practice (n determinlng the weiqght f Il hedy o €
Yake the welght of LCthe bronze before cantiug .0 it 1 !
poasible to welgh such a large bell. However, ibL & bmevil.li-
LNat scme of the bronze will be loet in cartling ant thervefors “h-
wteal welght of the completed bell will e Lt U The
«riginal weight of the bronze belore casting..
~alculatipon of the volunes of the be)l assumine *Wha ,oriaht wf 11
vanze before :i::’ﬂﬂlﬂﬁ 180,000 vies e '

#cight of the bronza before casting 190,000 v

2aight of one ton aof bronze ({approximate) RON vian

=

Woight of bronze (n tons = 180,060 7 énd 308 -0
¥, %m{ght loat in casting (assumed]) (KR

Actual velght of B8ell { Includlng fompunenty

- 300 x 85% AN PP
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gel

<
::dlgl:fsumed that 10\ of the total we {ght P e Uhe s de

Welght of the matn Be)l ol1l be 255 x 90\ , 229.% Lo

Dens!ity of bronze 1 cublc feat = SR6 poumin
Tota) volume of 229.6 tons of bronze

¢ 229.5 x 2240 ) / $%6 . 9248 cnbiv fent
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6. Volume of a Bolid cylinder of bronze 12 faat (dla) x 1.5 feiy

Add x 12 x 12 % 1.5
4

T. Mpproximate volume of eye

§.  Volume of lover hollov cyllnder

- 924.6 - 189.56 - 70

9. Yolume of a 80110 bronze cylinder 12 feet (dla} x 13.5 fee(

214 % 12 x 12 x 13.5 =
4

10, Volume of core = 1526.04 - 664.54

Diamater Of core = 841 x 4
12.5 » 3.14
}

,(/)6< Thickners of Beil wall = 12 - 8.9

2
Roughly 10.6 inches of vall thickness

/1) /)4A Total weight of completed (cast) Bell =

000

ofpenbepoco

= 16%.56 cuble fr.s

= 70 cublic feet

= KB8S5.04 cublec feer

1526.04 cubic fuct

= 84) coblc feetl

= 8.9 Feet

= 1.585 Feex

229.% tons.
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. Dhammatedl’s Bell To Be Recovered?

The Burmese governmente has asked an Enghish marine biotogst /
archaeologist / adveniurer (you kiow the type) named Mike
Haicher and his (¢am (o raise the bell, they wang 10 see it restored
to the Pagoda Hatcher has agreed w undertake the project, which
hay invalvement from Japanese, Auvstralian and American
companics. Richard Gere, 2 connutled and active supponer of
Buddhist idesls, is involved sn raising funds The project would
undoubtedly inspice curiosity at an international level. The
German film company which will be shooting the expedition says,
“Should the salvage opuration succoed, the redction in the Buddhist woild woutd he

' comparable to finding the Haly Grail ia the Christian West *

Onc ol Burmu'y st sucred religivus relivs, it is belicved thet its restorunion in the
pagodda will bring good fortune back to Myanmar. Certainly, recovery of King .
Dhammuzidifis Bell— thie olliering ol a devout kung wad his people 1o one of Myanmurgs
most sacred shrines~ would restore a lost hexitage to the Myanmer people. |o more ways
than one, in fuctis for the beltys inveription would provide valusble materiat (or historical
and linguistic scholarship.

066

Tl project ix pol without its oppunents: Soime pru-denociucy cunpuighers say lhe
salvage operation might be misconstrued as an endorsement by (be international
commuaily of Myamur's military dictatorship, wnd sbould wail una! tatky with the
regime have progressed or until such Groe a5 a domacratic government is in place.

One of seven salvage prujects forecast for Mike Haicher and his (cam in 2001, Mike's
‘team was slaled (0 begin the search for (he precise location af e Dhammazedi Bell in
March (hat year. Alter 8 flwcy of exeitetnent stirred up by BRC's aunouncement of i
project, however, it apparently did not get off the ground, perhaps (we speculate) due 10
complications invelved i hix discovery in June 2000 of o huge sunken wreck in
Indopesian waters. with (he largest collection of porcelain ever found.

1f the projeet vver does go forward, divers will use personat mounted sonar with night
vision goggles and copper sulphate deleciors to Jocate the bell, since the mud arournd all
that bronze would have i high concentraion o sopper suiphatc. Abow nive monts atter
the survey (hey expect to il the Bell from the river. To do this, they will have (0 buikd &
amal} version of o Noath Seu Oil plnlorm in the muddy rapids of (ne coenlluence of 1wo
fivers, and asseroble a lange crane to {ift the bell out of the water. Once it is liRed, they
will canstruct a radlwyy to lransporC it uphifl ubowr hail s mile (o0 the Shwadogon Pagoda,
This final operation will (ake about four months.

End.
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The Great Bell of Dhammazedi

In 1480 a.d., Dhammazedi, King of the Mon Peoples of Burma had a vast bell cast in
bronze and given to the Shwedngon Pagoda (n Rangoon (then known as Dagon).
According to texts of the time, the bell was cast of 180,000 vies of metal which included
stlver and gold es well as copper and tin. (One too equals approximataly 600 vis'so the
belf was cast from about 300 tons ol metal). According to the Ristory of Klngs, the height
was twelvr cubits and the width was eight cubits. At the same time,King Dhammazedi
had a small bell of 500 visc weight cast and offered to Buddha.

In 1583 Venetian traveller Gasparo Balb! visited ancient Dagon and described the
Shwedagon Pagada at length, Of the bell, ke says: “I found In a fhlre hafl a very largs bell
which we measured, and found (0 be seven paces and thrsc hand breadths and {t is fu)l of
letters from the (op 10 the bottom but there was no Nation that could nnderstand them,

By 1530 the Mon kings were in decline and in 1535 Lower Burma became subject fo

© Upper Burma. At the same time, Eutopean traders and adventurers began to make
contects in Lower Burma, J) the 1590s, with the authority of the rulers in Upper Burma =
Portuguese adventurer, Fillpe de Brito y Nicote, set up a new tading pert at Syrlam and
by 1600 he extendad his power across the river to Dagon and the surrounding

_ countryside,

In 1608 De Brito mmoved the Dhammazedi be)) from the Shwedagon Pasoda, rolled it
down the hill o a raft In the Pazundaung Creek and had it hauled by clephants ¢o the
fiver. The the bell and raft were lashed to his flagship for the jourmey across the river to
Thenlyn (Syrian) to e melted dawn and made into ships cannons.

At the confluence of the Bago and Yangon Rivers off what is iow known es Monkey
Polint, the mft broke up and the bell weat to th bortom, taking Fllipe de Brito's ship with
i,

All accounts of the history of Rangoon insist thel Dhammiazedl's bell was never

mowrgd ¢nd until the {ale 18008 the top ofit could stld] be scen above waterat low tide.

Some witnesses taday tell of being rowed out to the be)) site by their clders to watch the

\;;!;r €ddy over the top of the submerged bell. The tida) bore at Rangoon measures yp to
cer,

A sma Hcrlbcll. known ns the Bodawpaya, was also taken from the Shwedagon Pagoda by
Bql_lsh Prize Agents in {226 and lost in the river, However, it was abandoned by the
British and recovered by the local inhabltants and returned 6 the pagoda.

A documcpxaay film boul the search for the Dhammazed; Belf hes been released on VHS
aqd D\{D inlhe U§ and s currently a 1op scller a1 books stores and Amazon.com. Master
I‘)]wgr Jim Blunt will be releasing a Book and several companion Videos (o “Bell 8znaath
the Sea” soon.

of:goobepenco
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ogeocbeditiecntifieondabap: °R

A new website is planned which will display the results of three inlensive salvage
projects that Jim is eutrently completing, The total value of mpverlcs is valued at 4.23
million LISD. New state of the art remote sensing equipment will also be featured,

End

HISTORIC BELLS OF THE SHWEDAGON,

The story ul'its grea( bells is an integral par of Lhe history of this widely firmed pagoda.
A 32 10n bronze and brass bell donated to (e Shwedagon Pagoda by the Mon King
Dhammazedi was stolen by the Portuguese adventurer Philip De Bnto y Nicote ins 1608.
This meccenary, a former ship's cabin boy had declared himselfKing of Lower Burma
and established his capital at Thanlyin (Siiam) just across tha Yangon River whenthe
boel transporting it and other plundered loot capsized,

Afer a temrible earthquake demolished (he lap of the Shwedagon in 1768, King
Hsinbyushin of the Konbaung dynasty (1752-1885) reniovated it, raising the height of the
Stupa ta its present 328 feet during the process. His son, King Singu, had the 23 ton Maha
Qenda bronze beil cast between | 775 and placed on the north-west side of the main
pagods plaiform, N

During the first Anglo-Burma war (1824-1826) the British atempted 1o pilfer the bell and
convery it Calcuna but history repeated itselfend the bell fell into the river. The British
made many attempts to recover the very heavy weight from its watery shode but failed.

The Burmeses proposed to raiso the bell stiputating that bs returned to its location in the
pagoda. The British readily agreed sinca they had a poor opinion of the Burmess
astuteness. Putting into operation a ingenious and effective plan. Native divers descended
10 the bortam of the river, fastened innumerable bamboo poles undemesth the heavy bell
until it slowly floated & (he sutface.

End
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