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MYANMA MARRIAGE

Today being the golden Jubilee of Dr. Ben Hatai, 1 have this
short talk prepared to explain marriage among Myanmas. A
young man and a young woman can marry when they have
reached the age of maturity with or without consent of the
parents. The marriageable age is reached when the boy or
the girl is fifteen years old formerly and eighteen now. It is
incest and therefore not allowed to marry between near
cousins. So it is important to avoid contract between near
relations. Usually a marriage is arranged by parents. But
marriage by mutual consent is most common. Two young peo-
ple would live together on their own choice. In any one of
these two kinds of marriage, no ceremony is necessary. A
marriage is legal if the neighbours recognize them as, man
and wife. So legality of marriage is acquired easily by letting
PeOple see them eating and living together. The best way of
showing togetherness is to hang the man's clothing on the
WOman clothesline. It is that simple. One sure way of show-
iN8 that the man and the woman are eating together is to invite
a Monk and a few neighbours to a meal where the monk is
BiVen the feast first and the rest including the bride and bride-
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groom sit at the meal with neighbours. Not even the pres-
ence of a monk at that gathering, does not make it a religious
marriage as among Hindus or Christians. The marriage is
purely secular, i.e. a non-religious social contract. What 1 mean
by contract is that marriage imposes liability as well as assets
on both husband and wife. A wife is expected

1. to do the household chores with proper care,

2. to manage well the family's finance by balanc-
ing the icomes against expenditures and have some sav-
ings,

3. to be faithful to her husband,

4. to help the relatives of her husband if necessary and

5. to be dutiful to her husband and not to remain in idle-
ness.

On the other hand a husband has

1. to pay proper attention to his wife,

2. to hand over all the money he gets to his wife,

3. to be faithful to his wife,

4, to maintain his wife with adequate food,
clothings, ornaments, etc. and

5. to love her with tenderness.

Those five duties for each man and wife are not ex-
actly Myanma. It is from the Singalovada sutta, an Indian text.
But we believe that Myanma use this from about 900 years
before present, when they first became Buddhist. What is
purely the Myanma custom is the neighbours' recognition that
a certain couple are man and wife because they are seen eat-
ing and living together. We must bear in mind that this living
and eating together is not a condition of marriage. It is only a
proof of the marriage.

To sum up what [ have just said, there are three con-
ditions of a valid marriage among Myanma. First, the parties

www.burmeseclassic.com
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concerned must have reached the age of maturity and they
are of the same mind to become man and wife. Second, they
are not within the prohibited degree of relationship. For in-
stance children of two sisters cannot marry. Third, the woman
must be free from any other matrimonial tie. Because po-
lygamy is allowed though polyandry is not. Nowadays pseudo-
Brahmanical marriage rituals or registration before a judge
are done with no qualms. For neighbours' recognition a mar-
riage reception is held at great expenses at a hired hall. Today
as we are all have to eat together with Mr. & Mrs. Hatai is
in fact another version of our Myanma ancient bridal recep-
tion when neighbours are invited to a feast. Bagan people,
900 years ago, always had a feast where enormous amount
of meat and liqueur were consumed after the end of a mar-
riage contract. Like before we would conclude this happy oc-
casion by a toast to the happiness of Mr. and Mrs. Hatai.
May they live long to have another Golden Jubilee of their
Marriage.

10 May 1997
WAVES MAGAZINE; 4 -2006
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Introduction
U Aung Khin
20 February 1921 - 14 May 1996

The seventh and youngest son of U San Siiwe and Daw Ngwe Tha.
U Aung Khin was a native of Nat Kyun Aung Myey (Monywa dis-
trict). He looked quiet and unassuming but with steadfastness he
always achieved his goal. He worked with dear conscience to estab-
lish two things. First he tried to find out the Myanma style of painting
so that anyone could identify a painting that it is Myanma in as much
the same way that he could say a painting as either Chinese or Indian
or Japanese. Next, he tried abstraction to show 'Life after Death' in
Devaloka and Brahmaloka. He was pastmaster in differentiating '‘col-
our contrast. ‘ There are four phases in his career as an artist.

1. Establishing his own style. As one of the students of a
famous artist U Ba Nyan, he copied his master's style of
painting. Few of these Ba Nyan students succeeded to es-
1ablish their own style. He was one of them.

2. Experimenting how best to portray a certain circumstance or
experience, His pictures are not for sale. They are just
experants. Selling them occasionally is just a coincidence.

3. Improving oneself in a sense that he was always in a con-
test with himself to produce a better picture than the one he
had just finished.

4. He spent his last days in projecting his portrayal to 'higher
planes of life' above man kind. In some of his historical pic-
ture, there are some anachronism, but that is negligible.

Dr. Than Tun

TRANSLATOR'S NOTE

U Aung Khin gave no name to this book. After having
read the. MS that I received on 18 March 1996 for English
transl.anon. I gathered that it is a collection of his articles
contributed to various magazines for publication except a
few tf}at he kept for later use. Possibly this book is a
selt.ecuon of those articles edited, except the last chapter
which | think he wrote specially for this compilation. |
went to see him on 10 April 1996. I saw him an invalid in
bed_. He showed me a book Chinese Art Treasures saying
Th|§ is the format I like best. You do help me get this worﬁ
published. ' He died on 14 May 1996. Our mutual friend
Ludu Daw Ahmar wrote 1o me on 12 July 1996 that she
would like to publish it. I finished this translation on 1
August 1996 and it is of necessity that | give the name
Reminiscences of Myanma Art to this book.

He had shown that an artist is more than

a humble workman; he may also be a

philosopher

(DURER 147] - 1528)

v§:§epondeunadoy e§arbar:

005 88EenuScd DfyogrorcSn eopreaT
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(go'] 2600 - D:)y)

Than Tun
: ] August 1996
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Ba Shin; Chinese Sources on Myanma History
Translated by Than Tun

Every new Chinese emperor wanted to know the
extent of the Chinese empire and the history and
culture of the people living in it. The Chinese took it
for granted that Myanma had had a subordinate
alliance with them. Reports on Myanma were made
out the beginning of each emperor’s reign and any-
one interested in Myanma’s relation with her east-
ern neighbour has to use these reports. Colonel
Ba Shin (1914-7 January 1970) specialized in
Myanma Relations with Her Eastern Neighbours
and his Note on Chinese Sources on Myanma is
found very useful to all people working on Sino-
Myanma relations.

Than Tun

Chinese Imperial Annals have various accounts on China’s
neighbouring countries and its political as well as economic re-
ons with Myanma are of immense value source material to
Write the early history of Myanma. One would hardly believe
tich a statement, but it is true. Documentation is of prior im-
portance. The material should be (a) original, (b) contempo-
and (c) trustworthy in the sense that there are no imagina-
Ons nor exagerations in it .
I From about the tenth century AD native material is ample
it usuable. Beyond this, they are either too little and too diffi-
lit to understand. That certainly was ' The Dark Age ‘. The
flinese information, however, could throw some light in that
Brkness. In another words the Chinese sources could
Ip plement much to what scanty knowledge that we have on
i€ history of * Early Myanma .
. Professor GH. Luce, Editor of the Journal of the Brymua
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Research Society, for the year 1924, said: .

The present number (JBRS X1V, ii, August 1924) is bui 3

\ shot at a venture. It aims at recalling the attention 9f
(Myanma) scholors to the wide field of research awail-

ing them in Chinese histories and literature relat.mg to
(Myanma). In the early days after t'he annexation “i.
Upper Myanma a first harvest from tl}ls field was reaped

by Messrs Warry and Parker. Of their translat.lons onls

a fraction has been published in a form accessible to the
public; and Professor Parker's best known work on the
subject - Burma with Special Referance 10 Her. Rela-
tions with China, Yangon Gazette Press, 1893, 1s now
well-nigh unprocurable. For subsequent wgrk in this field

we are chiefly indebted to French orientalists, notably to
Professor Pelliot, M. Coedis, M. Gabriel Ferrand and

the late M. Edvard Hunter. As early as 1904, M.Pelliot
published, in Tome 1V of the Bulletin de L_' Eco."e‘
Fran,caise d' Extreme-Oriant, his masterly 'amcle‘. (0!
nearly 300 pages), Deux Jtineraires, a great contribu-

tion to the history, not merely of Myanma, but the whole

of Indo-China. 1t is the solid rock on which much subsc-
quent research has been founded. Being in French, how-

ever, this work is unfamiliar to some of our readers; 1Ia:1}

is why-not without shame at the 20 years dcle.ny-we ol

fer, in this latter part of this number, a n‘anslauon.of ﬂjc

first fifty pages, containing most of the passages dutec‘u )
relating to Myanma. Our efforts to collect passage in tht:
Chinese Histories dealing with the early history O;
Myanma, have been greatly limited by the absence Aol',

any Chinese Historical Library in Yanggn. In fac.t \M_i'-'
but for exception, we were confined to this Dynastic His-
tories. ; . .
(Using the Gupta script of early Christian era, Pyu peop '
left tomb stones with inscription. With what like vocabulai_“
known, we think we know who died when. Chronologi.es have
no scruples. They mention dozens of kings and the cities the?

lassic.com

70088 mBmap o9

Chinese from Sisom Panna and Mon-Khmer from Kampucha.
But the Chroniclers said they were Indo-Aryans and their kings
were the direct descendants of Mahathamada, the very first

Chinese records, however, could fill in the blank and shed some
glimmer of light in the said darkness.
" Subsequently, the collecting of Chinese Works were
Started. At about the beginning of the Second War (1940)about
20,000 works were collected. (Unfortunately all of them were
Jost during to the Second World War.

be good enough at the beginning. (JBRS, X1V,i, April, 1924, 17)
! Museum is an urgent national need”.

Professor G.H. Luce started seriously to collect Chinese
sources on Myanma History and Rev.S. Wan Hui (0$8:) was
Df great help to him in this dark. As a result, they two suc-
geeded in making this library of the history of Southeast Asia
became this best in the whole of Southeast Asia.

During the World War 11, the library building was burnt
ind the whole of Southeast Asian references were lost. The
Myanma Historical Commission, formed in 1955, started to build
& Similar collection of Chinese Sources on (Early) Myanma
History. Unfortunately, several of the important works are not
#vailable. The Library of MHC (Myanma Historical Commis-
n), however, has so far collected... works (which is about1 /5
Pf the Prewar Collection).

The translation of relevant parts on Myanma history
EOm.... books was made by U Yi Sein (Chen Yi Sein, unfortu-
.--"-, ely Chen left Myanma to live with his son in Taiwan. He
€ver returned and he died there on 23 March 2005.) The List
¥ Translated Works is available. It is not complete, though the
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Chinese Text Description

About Indiain 1;000 BC

Shu Ching

Ch'un Chiin (Spring/Au-| Manual of Confunism, short and simple

tumn .

Tso )chuan Ch'un Chn explamed written before 200 BC
s

Accounts on the reign of Huang Ti
(299BC); from a grave of a We prince, un-
earthed in AD 284

A history of 24 Chinese Dynasties; partly
transleted into French by Chineses; trans-
lator took great care to keep close to the
original

Chu-Shu-chi-nien

Shih-chi

work done so far, is quite helpful.

One might ask why so much importance is attacl:ncd o
Chinise sources in the research of (Early) Myanma History.
The next thing one would ask is how much informzfnon would
be useful and how would we check their authentic?ty. .

Chinese culture is great. Their dynastic histories are
numerious. They contain much information that we could use
with much a ! .

The chinese were past masters in collecting information
on the history and culture of neighbouring courtries. On an-
tiques they know the difference between.

(1) Conservation (stop the decay) !

(2) Preservation (keep it stands exactly as it was before)

and

(3) Restoration (maintain its old appearance)

On the other hand, they have had a great thirst for knowl-
edge. A new emperor must be told about

(1) the extent of his territories A

(2) the history of the people living in these territories and

(3) the likes and dislikes of these people
When a Chinese writes these imformations he takes care not 10
add his own observations. His reports are true and precise. Per-
haps it was because the old people were dead and gone and

gRsie.qom s

they did not fear any reprisals for being too honest. They felt
free to be honest. In Europe there were religion wars right up
to the 19* century.

The Chinese historians always try to get contemporary
or 'eye- witness' accounts. That too has a weakness in it. Some
witnesses are not keen in observation. It is not difficult to check
any account on a battle but it is not so easy to check an ac-
count of any expedition. For instance the Chinese considered
themselves the only civilized people on earth. To them, Myanma
were "Southern Barbarians,” Japanese were "Island Barbar-
ians" and European were "Red Headed Barbarians". So they
were incapable of doing anything good. There is, however, one
saving device on it. A new emperor always wanted to know
about the success or failure of the last dynesty and he got un-
biased or true stories. Nothing like this was fond in Europe until
the 19* century A.D.

Almost all historical accounts were on palaces and pal-
ace people (King, Queens and Concubines). Sumeria took the
leadership in writing historical anothers. Causes lead to events
and results and this process was faithfully observed. Thus the
volumes of 23 dynasties and 24 dynasties followed. The story
of Myanma would appear in these volumes running into 1,500.
It would a long time to do it. It is arduous but possible. Inevitally
we shall have to do it.

Where shall we go from here? Look at the contents un-
der the headings of

Chi
Chih
Chuan

Chi is a major part of work which is also called Pai-Chi.
It recored Everyday Events of the Palace. The king would
‘not say ‘Delete it' nor 'Omit It'. So it contains all sorts of infor-
“mation. We were amazed to find that these records date back
‘to 841BC. The records are short, simple and straight forward.
‘they are on largely on -

. Administration

[
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O?G

Army

Geography

Literature

music and

Musical instruments ‘
They all contain several references to Myanma condi-
tions. Chuan is long and close informatioln on some people of
importance. It also incl uded foreign relations. In tl.ns partj the
chapter or Southern Barbarians and South Westerians bar bar-
ians are interesting. In all these accounts there are some de-
scriptions on people in Myanma. We shal! have to ta.ke n?lelon
such references on Myanma and compare them with similar
references found in Pai-Chi. Pai-Chi descriptioqs are usually
short but more accurate. They are mostly on plogr_aphles of
notable persons and these are just clues to various important
events.

On music,
musical instruments were used by which people
one would also learn the geography. )

There are several volumes of these records. The Shih-
Chi has 130 Chuan (? Volumes) 14

The Encyclopaedia of T'u - Shu - Chi - Ch eng_h has
10,000 parts in 1,625 volumes for the periO('i from the 4™ cen-
tury BC to the 10" countary AD. It was compllcd by the Iearne.d
man called Ssu-man Kuang. He was precise and accurate.m
his writings. His book is known as Tza - Chuh - 'rang -chien
Though it is called A brief History, it has 306 volumes under 60

parts. ‘ 1 ol
The Chinese scholars have great interest not only in his-
tory but also in geography and they had pro.duced great (or
several) volumes on it from the very early perlodls. Geograph‘_v
is Ti Li. In the Shu Ching - the earliest work on history, there 15
a referance to geography. And that is the mo§t early account
on Geography in Chinese. Most of the histonc?ll works h.a\'c
references to geography and no other geographles could er2.1|
the Chinese geographers in detail and description. So says A. Wylie

Chih is more useful. In giving what kind of
of' what places,

classic.com

on his Nots on Chinese Literature, Shanghai, 1922, .43. All
Shih- chi (history) would have a few referance to Tili (geogra-
phy).

The earliest notice onrivers is found in Shui Chung. (Wylie,
53) He wrote it at about the beginning of the Christian era. By
6™ century AD, an explanatory work on Ch'in’s book appeared.
The Chinese rivers are traced from its source to its mouth is
enduring the ocean. Some rivers come close to Myanma bor-
der and a few notes on people living at these borders are also
given.(see PP. 33-37)

A fairly complete descripton of the Chinese empire in

given on a noted work on geography called The T"ai-p'ing-
huan-yu-chi compiled by Lo-shih in about AD 980. At about
the close of this work (in Chapters 176-9) the description of
Southern Barbarians is given. Political conditions are also given
in these chapters. These are, infact, useful information on the
- politics of these land and people.
The Ta-yuan-l-t'ung-chih, written during the Yuan Dynasty
- has 1,000 chapters. It is lost. But the Geography of the Mings
is available. It is written after the style of Yuan history. In this
work called Tu-mung-i-t'ung-chih. The empire is divided into
several administrative units and each unit is described in detail.
Chapter 87 of this work deals with Yunnan and the areas
bodering on Myanma are described. There are several impor-
tant details in this. In the wake of these treatises, a very compre-
hensive work in geography was produced. It is called i Ta-t'ing-
i-t'ung-dih. Not only provinces but also districts are given in
detal.(Wyle 43)

Another important treatise on Geography of Myanma
published in 1667 is Ku Tsu- yu. (Wyle 63)

: Tu-chih-fang-yu-chis-yuo, from the earliest time to the
17" century AD in 9 volumes Chapter 119 is on Myanma. Most
Important works are Encyclopaedias Chin T'ung. The first three
Volumes are

T'ung-tien

T'ung Chih and
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T'ung K'ao
They are on dynasties of T'ung to Sung. Tu Yu wr?te
T'ung tien in 200 (?books).(Wyle 68). It is based on Leu (Chib)
Yih?, . ‘
Chingtien. The original is not so comprehensive so it was
enlarged. Now it has special sections on
Administrative Offices and Officers
Ceremonics secular and temporal
Economic developments
Geographigal positions
Literary pursuits
Miljtary Programs
Mousic and musical instruments
National defence problems
Political changes
All these account started from the earliest possible times
to middle of 8" century AD. It goes without saying that they
should be up dated. In 1767 the Emperor passed an order to
supplement it. The supplementary volume is called Ch'in- tung-
hsi-t'ung-tien. These supplementary works are sometimes called
as hsu.They brought down the trcatise to the end of Ming
dynasty. There are 144 volumes. There is, however, one improve-
ment. The last part (on national defence) is divided into two
sections, viz. Mititary and Law. When it was again supple-
mented to bring the story right down to the time of Manchu (or
last dynasty in China), it is called the Encyclopaedia of Ch'in-
tung-huan-ch'ao-t'ung-tien and the story is brought down to
AD1736. Almost all these works mention the southern boundry
(of China) where southern barbarians lived. And this is to rea-
son why these accounts are considered very useful source
material on the history of Myanma.The account on the south-
ern Barbarians in one of these volumes written by Traing K'ao
in (AD 1282), was translated into French by Hervay de Saint
Denys is also taken as one of the supplementary volumes to
the above mentioned compilation. All these works are written
about the Manchu rulers of China but they updated the story of
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China from time to time. In 1407 Emperor Yung-Lo ordered
' the compilation of a very large encyclopaedia of 22,877 chap-
ters. The contents alone takes sixty pages. It is indeed a great
marvel that all human activities were reduced to writing to the
minutest detail so that the later generation could have an easy
access to them.

The second Ming Emperor Ching tsu asked a wise wan
called Chih Kai Tsin in AD 1403. He and his 147 associate
learned friends finished within a year. This work did not come
up to the expectation of the emperor. He got more learned men
to get together to write the most complete book on astrology,
Buddhism, geography, medicine, occultism, Taoism, etc. The
coordinator do have had it compiled was Chuh Tsi. Yao Kuang-
hsiao and Liu Chi- Eh'ih were to help. Chuh Tsi in this grand
scheme. This commission had five directors, 20 assistant di-
rectors and 2,169, learned men. They finished their work be-
fore the end of 1407. Personal names and subjerts are arranged
as they are found in the Dictionary called Hung-wa-ching-yun.
The list of references is not made properly. And quotations are
often too long. The emperor, sanctioned its publication. A fair
copy of it was made first. It was finished in 1409. But it was
not printed. The palace was burnt in 1557 and it seems that the
MS was also burnt with the palace. In 1562, one hundred scribes
were employed to make two copies of it. The copies were
finished in 1567. One copy was kept at Nan Yuan Ko and an-
other in the library of the emperor. When the Ming dynasty fell,
‘the original copy kept at Nan King of and at the library of the
emperor were lost. The editors expected that it might be use-
ful. Its usefulness goes much beyond expectation. If it were
‘not in corporated in this collection, 385 classics might be lost
for ever.

The world's biggest encyclodopadia, called T'u-shu-chi-
ch'ang was compiled in 1726 by Ch'an Mang-Lei has 1,628.
For easy reference, the British Museum. No other encyclopaedias
are as good as this work. For the history of Myanma that tie
Myanma Historical Comission is supposed to produce, the fol-
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lowing works might be of great help.

1.The Hui-yao-Theory and practice of Dynasties, was
compiled by Su Mien. It is about China from AD 618-
804. By Royal Order of AD 853, Yang - Chao- fu and
several of his associated work in this series from AD
804-853.

2. At about the beginning of the Sung dynasty (960-1280).
Wang P'u, The Learned Man joined the programmar
and continued the work down to AD 907. He finished
itin AD 961 and he named it T'ang-hui-yuo.(Wyle,69)

The writing was not clear and the arrangement were
was haphazard. Chapter 33 is on music and 100 is on Pyu.
These chapters are quite useful. They are on Myanma and its
neighbours.

T'si-fu-yiian-kui (Wylie,183) is the last section of the
work. It has several accounts on the people living at the out-
ckirts of the fronties Sections 956-1000 have references, though
much scattered, on Early Myanma. This work was written in
AD 1005 by the order of Chin Tsung, the Third Emperor. This
s another but much better encyclopaedia. The compilation was
finished in AD1013. There are 1000 chepters in it. It was not
done properly so that some people were reluctant to use it. A
far more better work is T'ai-ping-yu-lan (Wyle, 183) Li-fang
and his associates compiled it by order of Tai- Tsung (Sung
Emperor II). It was finished in AD 983. First it was called T'ai-
ping-pien-lei.The emperor himself edited it. He finished editing
three sections in each day. And the editing lasted one whole
year. Thus its name had been changed to T'ai-p'ing-yu-lan. Therc
are 1000 chapters and the bibliography contains 1,690 works.
References are accurate. Several of these works are now lost.
Except these quotations, there are no trace of them now. Liorie}
Gile's, the famous specialist on-China said, No other
encyclopaedias are as good as this one. For instance, one point
is verified by using 1,690 references.

One kind of encyclopaedia deals with only one snigle
subject. It is called T'ung-chih. On Yunnan, which is very close

Igssie.gam

to Myanma, the encyclopaedia called Li-Yuan-yaung is the best.
!t was c_ompi[ed in AD 1572. There is another work compiled
in 1691 is called Yunnan T'ung-Chih. It has seventeen volumes
In 1736, there is also another work called O-erh-t'ai-mo. The;
works of Brananas Sung and Li Ch'ring appeard in 1826 and
a.rl1ything that happand later works of 1895. Lo-yuan-fu com-
piled this in 1895. Some similar works which did not have the
Emperors approval could not be used. But in 1900 they too
were published. But they are pedantics so that they were not
popula.r. Later T'ung chih have the maps of Yunnan. They were
not written with care so that they did not become known much.
In addition to this, one could not find this easily. The Library at
the University of Yangon once possessed two of these rare
vyorks. The work of 1790 called T'ong-yuch-t'eng-chih has a
hs_t of ‘works on Yunnan though much of them are lost. The
Mien-tien-shih-mo is in Myanma. Wang Sung's Yunnan-pei-
ct;eng-chih ites some more notes on Myanmar and it is not
difficult to get it. It has 21 chapters and it was compiled in
1831. It comes down to the end of the Ming dynasty.

Than Tun
27 May 2005
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A forgotten town of Myanma

by farmers producing Rice by Irrigation
(Insearch of Old Town; Maing Maw)

Not very far away from the Nattheik Pass through which a
route from Lawksawk and Pindaya of the Shan hills comes
down to the Kyaukse plain, there stands an old fortified town
site close to a bend on the Panlaung river. It is about five
miles to the south east of Kume but it 15 quite close to Pinle or
Myodwin near Thabyedaung which is a small railways station
south of Kyuakse on the Yangon Mandalay line.

We all haye forgotten this town simply because it was
built and destroyed, I think, before the Burmans were settled
in the plains and had time and technique to keep written records.
To the west of it, at a distance of less than three miles, stands
Pinle which we remember as a town which was first ever
inhabited by the Burmans. In fact it is one of the first 11 towns
occupied by the Burmans who came into the plains and who
turned into rice growing farmers using irrigation. The 11 are
(1) Pinle on the north east of Thabyedaung on the Samon river,
(2) Pyinmana on the west bank of Panlaung river, a little north
of Kume, (3) Myittha, (4) Ywamongyj, (5) Myingondaing, (6)
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Panan on the Panlaung river, four miles west of Kyaukse, (7)
Tamoke on the Panlaung west of Kyaukse, in the
neighbourhood of Rakhine, (8) Thindaung, three miles north
of Kyaukse, (9) Makkhaya where the Myitnge river and the
Zawgyi river meet, (10) Thapyaktha on the west north west of
Makkhaya, and (11) Khanlhu on the west of Thapyaktha.

They were known by the name of Eleven Khayaings
in the early Burmese inscriptions. But later Burmans reduced
them to only Nine Khayaings, viz. (1) Sowhla on the north of
Ywakhainggyi, (2) Pinle, (3) Myittha, (4) Pyinmana, (5)
Myaunghla on the west of Kyaka, (6) Myingondaing, (7)
Panan, (8) Makkhaya and (9) Myinzaing.

When the two lists are compared we find that out of
the original 11, five (Ywamongyi, Tamoke, Thindaung,
Thabyaktha and Khanhlu) lost their importance and were
dropped out of the list. Then three new towns of Sawhla,
Myaunghla and Myinzaing were added to make a list of ninc.

According to U Aung Myint, Conservator, Mandalay
Forest Division, who first discovered this site from his readings
on the aerial photographs and who told us about it in the 1968
Annual Research Congress held at Yangon, this site is bigger
in area than all the above mentioned towns. In fact it is second
in size only to Sriksetra which is the biggest walled ancient
town in Myanma.

In addition to this, U Aung Myint maintained that afier
comparative study in the degree of decay in the walls, it seems
to be the oldest ~ older than the Vishnu Old Town near
Taungdwingyi, which is believed to be of the 1 century AD.
But he added a word of caution that degree of decay alone
could not be the criterion because there were and still are thieves
who took away bricks from the old walls to sell for eight kyats
a hundred. U Aung Myint continued to say that there is a
small village at present called Maingmaw close to the centre
of the old site and therefore he had tentatively named it the
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Maingmaw Old Town with another word of caution that it has
got nothing to do with Maingmaw in the People’s Republic of
China between the two rivers of Shweli and Nam Wan on the
north of Namkham. | was with the team headed by Professor
G H Luce visiting the Eleven Khayaings in 1956 and we took
very little notice of this site which lay close to Pinle.

U Aung Myint talked about it at length with maps and
photographs at the Saturday Literary Group meeting at
Hanthawaddy Press, Mandalay, on 24 December 1977 and he
succeeded in convincing his audience that he had discovered a
worthy site for archaeological excavations that could and much
to our knowledge of early Myanma history. I Went with him
to see the site on 9 February 1978 and like him 1 was amazed
by its size, shape and location and | agreed with him that
authorities concerned should be requested to do the digging
there as quickly as possible.

Was it a town built by Shans? It is a site located at
latitude 21" 17'N and longitude 96 12'E and is close to a bend
in the Panlaung river where it flows from east to west. The
Nathlwe Canal passes through it. This canal takes off from the
left bank of the Panlaung about five miles below the Kinda
Weir and it waters the whole area from the Panlaung in the
east to the Yangon —Mandalay railway line that passes through
Thabyedaung in the west.

There are four routes leading up to the Shan plateau.
One route follows the Myitnge river, second the Taunghla
valley on the east of Kyaukse town, third the Zawgyi valley
and the fourth the Panlaung river and the Nattheik pass.

Pinle was the fort during the 11'" 12%centuries AD that
guarded the fourth route coming through Nattheik and we
believe that Maingmaw was a bigger and stronger fort that
guarded the area long before the Shans came to live in the hills
which we now call the Shan Plateau. Some suggest that Shans
could have built this place as they came to occupy these pizins
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of Kyaukse by the close of the 13% century. But when its
fortification walls, as seen on aerial photographs, are compared
10 all other walls at Makkhaya, Myingondaing, Myinzaing,
Pinle, etc. We have the impression that it is the oldest. We
might therefore assume that it was not Shans who built the
place.

Was it a town built by Pyus? Sriksetra was a well
known Pyu town, because Pyu inscriptions were found there
which were first deciphered by CO Blagden. It is a big town
with an almost circular brick wall enclosing not only residential
quarters but also a large area to grow rice. This Maingmaw
Old Town also has a circular brick wall nearly as big as that of
Sriksetra and it certainly includes rice fields in it. Sriksetra
has a square enclosure called the Palace Site in the centre.
Maingmaw has a Palace Square too. The only difference is
Maingmaw’s square enclosure wall has within it another
circular wall. A pagoda near the centre of this inner circular
wall is cailed by the local people as the Nandawya Hpaya -
Pagoda at the Palace Site. But we are almost sure that the
pagodas are of the 18" century AD. As surface finds, there are
a few coins. One type has Srivatsa and Sankha on the obverse
and Bhadrapita on the reverse. Another has Srivatsa on the
obverse and a rising sun on the reverse. On the other hand we
know that another Pyu town called Halin has a rectangular
enclosure wall. And it is not safe to call the two types of coins
just mentioned as Pyu coins. Until we have further evidence
produced by archaeology, we could not say that Pyus had built
it

Was it a town built by Mons? They had built towns
like Bago, Dagon, Dala, Madama, Thaton, etc. An eminent
scholar has said the following about Mons. (1) Of the present
inhabitants of Myanma, the Mons are the oldest. (2) Once Mons
must have spread all over Myanma though they wanted 10
remain on the eastern half. (3) Mons were, it seems, pioneers
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in the cultivation of rice and beans. (4) Oldest Mons were
similar to the Mundas of India and Senoi-Sakai Malayas. (5)
Mon’s hold on southern Myanma was impaired by the
infilteration of south Indians early in the Christian Era. (6)
When Burmans suddenly came down the Shan Hills probably
through the Nattheik Pass, Mons receded to the south and they
lived thickly along the Samon and Sittang valleys though a
few remained near the conjunction of the Ayeyarwady and the
Myttnge rivers. The oldest Mon inscription of octagonal pillar
at Vat San Sung, Lopuri, is dated 8" century AD. If it were a
Mon town and if it were destroyed in the 9" century AD an
archaeological excavation could unearth some Mon inscriptions
with several other evidence either to support or suppress the
above assumption.

We still have two more points to consider. Firstly there
is a deviation of 10 degrees to the west in the north-south
alignment of the Maingmaw rectangular wall. The Vishnu Old
Town has a deviation of 13 degrees. The deviation of magnetic
north from true north varies with time. At a certain time the
two norths coincide and then the magnetic north deviates to
the east and to the west like the swing of a pendulum. One
complete swing will take about 160 years. From one
observation we find that there was no deviation in 260 BC.
Then the swing went farthest west in 100 BC; came back to
no deviation point in AD 60; and went farthest east in AD 140.
At latitudes 15 and 25°north deviations to the east would be
within seven and eight degrees at the farthest and deviations
to the west would be within 16 and 18 degrees at the farthest.
We still could not know how much of these calculations would
be true and reliable but we have something to work upon. In
the case of the Vishnu Old Town the deviation to the west is
13 degrees and that indicates that the town was built in early
1= century BC. Then Maingmaw could be of the mid 2™ centuy
BC. Excavation results might either proof or refute this.



www.burm

Jgo obiogh:

Secondly there are paddy husks in the bricks. By an
article recently published by Kaung Nyunt in the Pirnnya
Padetha, Science Number, XI, iii, June 1977 pp 117-37 we
know that a team of workers led by one T Watabe and including
the author, had studied paddy husks found in the old bricks at
the old towns of Myanma to identify the species of rice grown
in olden times in South-East Asia. According to them, one
called the Mekhon type has the grain round in shape and was
grown in early times. From about the 12% century another
species called the Bengal type with the grain oblong in shape
was introduced. Bricks from the Vishnu Old Town have a
majority of husks from rice grains of the Mekhon type. Most
probably the bricks from Maingmaw would also show the same
kind of species. But I feel that the team should be invited to
investigate the bricks of Maingmaw which also have paddy
husks in them so that was could achieve results with certainty.

In conclusion I would like to stress four points. Firstly,
it is one of the earliest towns built by rice growing farmers in
the irrigated fields of Myanma. Secondly it was founded in
about the middle of the 2™ century BC. Thirdly it is not unlikely
that it was destroyed in the middle of the 9 century AD and
we all have completely forgotten it. Fourthly I support U
Aung Myint’s request that an archaeological excavation be
done on that site as earliest as possible so that we could know
more about it with some degree of certainty.

Than Tun
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BOROBUDUR AND BAGAN;
A Study in Contrasts

[Paper read at International Symposium of The Borobudur
Experience, 7 November 1986, Borobudur ,Jogyakarta, Indonesia.]

Like Borobydur,where a large scle restoration and
preservation project was started since 1968, Bagan
monuments had been restored recently since many of
them were destroyed by the 8 July 1975 earthquake.
But similarly stops there. Because

(1) Borobydur is a stone monument where as
Bagan pagodas are of bricks;

(2) Borobydur was of the 8th century AD while
the majority of Bagan edifices (2217 in
number according to a recent Archaeological
Department Report)were of a period from
the 11th to 13th century AD;

(3) Borobydur was built, it seems, to depict some
aspects of religious beliefs like Hinduism,
Mahayanists Buddhism and Old Javanese
ancestor worship, while Bagan pagodas are
of the Hinayanist Buddhist tradition with one
or two exceptions representing Vishnavite
Hinduism and Mahayanist Buddhism; and
finally

(4) people around Borobydur had stopped using
it as a religious building from about the 15th
century and it was even fogotten-lost in a
Jjungle until 1814, but Myanma people are
still trying to maintain the Bagan tradition of
Theravada Buddhism and therefore quite 2
number of Bagan pagodas are still usued as
places of worship.



www.burm@seclassic.com
[penoogs:

J%° ¢

Building Material

The Kyaukku Umin on the north of Nyaung U , Nanpaya in
Myingaba, Than Daw Gya Image in the middle of Bagan town
and two pillars to support a hanging bell near Thabinnyu pagoda,
Bagan, are of sandstones. All other monuments in Bagan either
in a state of good preservation or in various stages of ruin, are
of baked clay bricks of reddish brown colour which are at least
seven hundred years old. From a total of 2217 buildings, 378
are conserved by the Archaeological Department and They are
still used as places of worship.

For constructing Borobydur, stones from the neighbouring
river beds were used (Soekmono 1976, 15). Stone used in Kyau-
kku Umin is identified as the micaceous sandstone found
plentiful in the localities like Taywindaung and Tangyidaung
which are small ridges close to Bagan (Than Tun 1976, 62). It
is an 11th century building. Nanpaya, probably an ]1th century
edifice also, uses sandstone locally procurable. The statue on
the pedestal in the centre of the main hall was lost but it is
probably a Hindu temple as it has the figures of Brahma carved
on the four major pillars of the building. The Than Daw Gya
Image of the Buddha was constructed in AD 1284 and the image
was made of Rhyolite or Aplite stones found in areas only on
the east of the Ayeyarwady at Poppa, Singu and Madaya. On
the southeast of the Thabyinnyu pagoda, there stand two pillars
of stone (Luce 1969, Plates 379 and 380) commonly known as
the ‘Bell- Pillars' and there are also of locally procurable sand-
stone and they have lovely floral designs engraved on them.
As | have mentioned above, all the remaining old buildings of
Bagan are built of bricks except keystones and comer-stones.When
compared to modern ones,these ancient bricks are quite large.
Each measures 18in x 9 in x 6 in (457.2 mm x 228.6 mm X

152.4 mm). Bagan did not produce these bricks because no
clay was available there. On some bricks there were stamped
either the name of the manufacturer or the place of manufaiture
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or the name of the person who had ordered them. The places
where they were made were mostly Sale and Minbu, and as 1
have mentioned above, most of them are at least seven hundred
years old. When restoration and conservation works were done,
no one consider it necessary to make the new bricks to have
the size and colour of the old ones. As a result an ungainly sight
of new patches were exposed wherever a repair was done.
When restorations are made, I believe, people here in Borobydur
take immense care that the new parts would look just like the
first designer had done them before. It is a sad thing that people
in Bagan are not that careful. One would often some across in
a Bagan building two gate pillars standing side by side with one
looking plain, new and strong while the other is weak and old
though it has lovely stucco carvings dating back to the 13th
century. Because the two are not of equal strength, the old would
soon crumble yielding place to another concrete pillar.

Date of the Monuments
It is said that constructions at Borobydur started in AD 790 and it
took seventy years to complete them (Chihara 1980, 143). Many
of the Bagan pagodas were much damaged by the 8 July 1975
earthquake and they had been restored recently. Here is a list of
them with approximate dates when they were built, menti- oned
against each name.
Ananda
The original name is Nanda, built in the 12th cen-
tury but it had been repaired so often that perhaps
only the ground plan is true to its origin
Bu
Said to be of the 11th century, though it is now
entirely new built with no reference to its original
design; perhaps there is no one who knows what
it looked like when it was first built or there is no
one who considers it useful to do any resesich
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before a restoration work is undertaken
Gawdawpalin
First halfof the 12th century the top part is entirely
new and throughly diffrent from its origin
Kondawgyi
Late 13th century; once very beautiful with wall
paintings which were now entirely lost in the 8
July earthquake.
Kyaukku Umin
Late 11th century; top two storeys added in the
13th century
Htilominlo
Tilokamangala; first quarter of the 13th century
Laymyethna, Minnanthu : Second quarter of the
13th century
Lokananda, Thiripyitsaya
Middle of the 1 1th century
Mahabodhi
Second quarter of the 13th century
Manuha, Myingaba
Supposedto be of the 11th century though there is
nothing old in it
Mimalaung Gyaung
Made new in 1816
Mingala Zedi
Late 13th century
Min-o- chantha
Early 12th century
Mya Zedi
Perhaps rencwed in the 18th century
Nathalung Kyaung
Probably a Vishnavite Hindu Temple of the 12th
century or earlier
Ngakywenadaung
The only one pagoda of glazed bricks; early
11th century
Pathothamya
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Probably a Mahayanist Temple of early t1th
century
Pitaka Taik :  Anold building of the 11th century made
new in the 18th century
Shwegugyi
Completed on 17 December 1131
Shwesandaw
Supposed to be of the 11th century though it had
been rebuilt quite often
Shwezigon
Late 11th century; the top part of it looks small for
its base because that part was finished by another
donor at a later date
Sulamani
Late 12th century; interior decorations were of the
18th century
Thandawgya
A image of stone bricks; middle of the 12th century
Thatbyinnyu
A monastery-cum-library-cum- temple-cum pagoda;
middle of the 12th century
Thetkyamuni
Early 13th century
U Pali Thein
Probably of the 11th century, repaired on 4 March
1794
The dates show that not all the Bagan buildings are of the 11th-
13th centuries. Additions and renovations came right down to
the 18th century.

As Places of Worship

Borobudur is not used at present as a place of worship. When it
was used, it was probably as a Mahayana Buddhist stupa. Allow
me at this point to mention that a Buddhist conference led by
Theravada monks from Myanma, Kampuchea, Srilanka and
Thailand, was held here in Borobudur on 21 May 1959. 1t would
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be of interest here to give in gist what Monk Sobana, Myanma
Representative, said at that conference.

"To-day is the full moon day on the month of Visakha
(Kason the second of the Myanma months) and on this
very day 2583 years ago in 624 BC the Buddha Gotama
was born as Prince Siddhatta. On this very day 2548
years ago in 589 BC Prince Siddhatta obtained the
Enlightenment and became the Buddha Gotama. On this
very day 2503 years ago in 544 BC the Buddha (Gotama)
died. So to-day is taken as a very important day of ali
Buddhist and we are extremely fortunate to have this
conference at a great Buddhist centre of the past (1200)
years. Your ancestors of the (8th) century were good
Buddhists and Therefore Buddhism is part of your cultural
heritage which you should think seriously of reviving. In
fact Mr Boon Eng, now Bhikkhu Jinarakkhita, had started
the revival of Buddhism in Indonesia in 1953 and we are
here to help him for future progress. The first thing we
did on arrival here was to establish an Ordination Hall
(in a place about 11 miles south of Semarang) on 20
May 1959. It is very important because candidates
seeking admission into the Buddhist Order of Monks are
scrutinized in this hall and although we have had only
one candidate now, we have every hope that there would
be many many more candidates seeking admission to
our Order here in Indonesia later. With the growing
number of Bhikkhus as well as lay devotees, we expect
you to do all the following three things:

Pariyatti - leaming the Buddha's teachings

Patipatti - practicing the Buddha's

teachings and
Pativeda - maintaing the Buddha's institutions.

In this way Buddhism would prosper again in this land

as it had once prospered. Jinarakkhita here is like Mahinda
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who first introduced Buddhism in Srilanka. With his devotion
and your help, we all have every chance of success”.
(Sobana 1959)
In Borobudur, the Buddha images are placed in their own alloted
places by the points of the compass as
Manusi Buddha Krakuchchanda (Kakusandha)-Zenith
Manusi Buddha Kanakamuni (Konagamana) - East
Manusi Buddha Kasyapa (Kassapa) - North
Manusi Buddha Sakyamuni (Gotama) - West and
Manusi Buddha Maitreya (Metteyya) - South
(Soekmono 1976, 8-9)
In Bagan the arrangements would be quite different. At Dama-
yazika pagoda, Hpwasaw village near Bagan, the five Buddha
images are arranged in this order:

Kakusandha - East
Konagamana - South-Southeast
Kassapa - Southwest
Gotama - Northwest and
Metteyya - North-Northeast.
AtAnanda, Bagan, Metteyya is omitted and the arrangements is:
Kakusandha - East
Konagamana - South
Kassapa - West and
Gotama - North.

. As amatter of fact, it was the image of Gotama the Buddha that

one would find in all those numerous temples of Bagan. Here in
Borobudur in a total of 504 statues, the images would be either
a Dhyani Buddha or a Dhyani Bodhisattava or a Manusi Buddha
pertaining to worlds of past, present and future (Soekmono 1976,

'~ 8-9) and the mudra (attitude of hand) used would be

Bhumisparsamudra- Attitude of Touching the Earth
Abhayamudra - Attude of Assuring Safety
Dhyanamudra - Attude of Meditation
Varadamudra - Attude of Blessing
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Vitarkamudra - Attude of Arguing and
Dharmacakkramudra-  Attude of Turning the Wheel

of Law.
(Chihara 1980, 138)

In Bagan, except those paintings of Avalokitesvara flanked by
two Saktis, in such cave-temples of Nagayon, Abeyadana and
Payathonzu, almost all the Buddha stautes are supposed to be
of Gotama and the hand attitudes are invariably Bhumispar-
samudra. In earlier periods of the 4th-Sth centuries AD the
images found in Sriksetra, four miles on the southeast of Pyay,
are mostly those of the Buddha Gotama though the attitudes of
the hands would be usually Dhyanamudra. We do not know
why this change was made in mudras from Dhyana to
Bhumisparsa.Perhaps the Pyu people of Sriksetra were more
interested in Buddhist meditation while Bagan Myanma, who
aspired to build an empire, favoured to use an image with the
right hand touching the earth to depict the moment of triumph
over Mara at the time of Enlightment. It is only a conjecture.
Nevertheless in Myanma the Buddha statues are still made with
this Bhumisparsamudra. A standing Buddha with Abhayamudra
or a sitting Buddha with either a Dharmacakkamudra or a Dhy-
anamudra or a Varadamudra would be a rare exception. Occa-
sionally there would be a dead Buddha lying with head pointing
north or a resting Budddha lying with head pointing south. But
the most numerous and the most popular Buddha images are
of the Bhumisparsamudra. There are also the Buddha images
not in a monk's robe but dressed like a king. There are no such
images of the Buddha dressed like Kings here.

More than the National Treasures

Borobudur has an enormous collection of stone panels in relief.
mostlly of narrative kind preaching Buddhism of the Mahayanist
concept. The themes were taken from Mahakarmavibhanga
text, Lalitavistara text and Gandavyaha text as well as the
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Jataka (Soekmono 1976, 20). Bagan also has a large collection
of terraquotta plaques, some glazed, and wall paintings of the
Jataka stories and the Life Story of the Buddha. The themes
are, I think, also very simple as the reliefs and paintings both
convey the idea of punishment to the sinner and reward to the
virtuous. It is also assumed that even an illiterate would know
easily something of Buddhism when he or she has a chance to
look at these reliefs or paintings. There are also paintings of
some historical events like Asoka's Buddhist Missions or
receiving relics from Srilanka or consecration of a religious
establishment. Therefore Bagan pagodas and temples are still
in use as places where pilgrims go day and night all the year
round. Of course these reliefs and paintings are used by scholars
as well to prove or disprove - their theories on Myanma cuitural
heritage. These could also be profitably used in restoration
projects. When an old building fell into ruin, it seems that it losts
its top piece first. In this sense Bagan pagodas have no genuine
or original finials any more. When the new ones are made, no
one bothers about what they would look like in their original
design. One could easily notice that the pagoda finial shown in
contemporary paintings on the interior walls or stucco carvings
on the exterior walls in Bagan temples show definitely different
styles from those of modern ones regarding Harmika,
Chattravali, Varsa Sthala, etc. There also are small pagodas lost
in jungle but discovered recently and they are still in a very
good state of preservation. They are;
The Model Pagoda, supposed to be of the 12th century
found near Nanpaya, Myingaba
The Model Pagoda, supposed to be of the 12th century
found near Nagayon, Myingaba
The Scovell's Pagoda, supposed to be of the 13th century
found near Damayangyi, Bagan.(Than Tun 1976,
Ilustrations 21,22 &23)
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Conclusion
Both Borobudur and Bagan are Buddhist centres but Borobudur
is Mahayanist while Bagan is Hinayanist. Borobudur is at Jeast
300 years older than Bagan and it is entirely built of stone
while Bagan pagodas are almost all built in clay bricks. Good
conservation works should be carried out to keep them for
posterity. but unlike Borobudur, Bagan still needs good help to
get the conservation work done properly

14 October 1986
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