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Precamble

In Myanmar literature, it is said there were 550 jatakas.
Actually there are 547 — 537 stories of embryo-Buddha, and ten
of highest importance.

The ten jatakas have 3232 gahtas — 103 in Taymiya, 177 in
Maha Zanekka, 124 in Thuwunna Thama, 120 in Naymi, 1000 in
Mahothada, 290 in Buridat, 90 in Sanda Kumara, 190 in Narada,
130 in Widhura and 1000 in Wethantaya.

It was translated into Myanmar by Minbu’s Letha Sayadaw’s
disciple U Awbartha, Letha’s disciple Nanda Meda and Bagan
Sitkyaung Sayadaw Shin Pyinnya Teikkha from 1144 to 1188.

U Awbartha translated Sanda Kumara, Narada, Widura,
Wethantaya, Mahothada, Maha Zanekka, Naymi and Temiya: Shin
Nanda Meda translated Buridat, and Shin Pyinnya Teikkha trans-
lated Thuwunna Thama. All came to over 1400 pages, compiled in
two volumes.

I came to read these stories while temporarily a monk. I had
a great urge to write of them and eventually I was permitted by
the Editor-in-Chief of The New Light of Myanmar to write sum-
maries thereof in the Junior Leader weekly.

Of the ten jatakas, nine were translated into English by Edi-
tor-in-Chief U Spe Myint and Mahothada was translated into Eng-
lish by Adviser U Kyaw Min (Min Kyaw Min),

Readers suggested publication of the jatakas in book form.
Thence the first book on Taymiya, Maha Zanekka, Thuwunna
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Thama and Naymi and the second book on Mahothada. Now a

complete book on the ten jatakas.

If the summaried versions were not quite adequate it will be
my sole responsibility, much as I had tried hard to convey the
essence of the stories. At least I feel satisfied I had done the ten S Subjects

jatakas while my mentors have done the translations. - eandos aacbeoss °
With this I thank parents, teachers, mentors and all those to 1 i °
freu bbby e .é} QUM 0Send @
, . Maha Zanekka Jataka 16
Myat Min Hlaing P 9P €0056055 9
3 Thuwunna Thama Jataka 3’1
=Sinse G 048 modeord

4 Naymi Jataka 3[;'

9 QBUNL BONBOND 9
5 Mahothada Jataka 32

¢ Racd mobecd - 20
6 Buridat Jataka 12§
(2. 0?0?0351 G‘DOSGOUS 0?(?
7 Sanda Kumara Jataka 145
© §763 a0560%5 ogo
8 Narada Jataka 162
e 8?_«:] coodeond 2qo
9 Widhura Jataka 181
o @o204ep ®05e0d op?

10 Wethantaya Jataka 207
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Taymiya Jataka

It was during the reign of King Kathikarit in the
{and of Baranathi. Queen Sandar Dewi was of high
morality, She made a solemn wish on the strength of her
good conduct, and embryo-Buddha Celestial being took
the human embryo form in her womb.

When the queen gave birth to a son, the king and
the people were joyous. The prince was named Taymiya.

When he was about a month old, the King had
occasion to mere out punishment to four thieves. The
child prince felt & sense of repentance as he realised
that a king had had to commit sin on account of his
being king. He had supematural recollection of how, in
previous existences, kings had to commit sins, and felt
apprehensive of having to become a king one day.

Seeing that the child prince was so in distress, the
guardian goddess of the royal white umbrelta took the
shape of the mother and counselled him to feign deaf-
ness and dumbness if he did not want to become a

“king. Seeing him as such. the king consulted astrologers

and seers. The latter, knowing the child was only feign-
ing advised the king to put him to all sorts of tests.
When the litie prince was about a year old, the king
ordered the attendants to keep him unfed with mik the whole
day. The chid bore with it without a cry. it went fo? the whole
year round but the chid bore with it So when he became
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two years old, the king had all sorts of cakes made and
served up to him. Other children took them with relish but the
embryo-Buddha prince did not. When he was three years
old, he was enticed with all sorts ot fruits and in the fourth year
with toys, but the child refrained from indulging in them the
whole year round. When t 2 was five years old, the choicest
food was prepared and served up to him but he refrained
fromhaving any. When he was six years old, the king had the
piay shed of the prince and the other young boys set on fire.
While the pothers ran in fear, the little prince remained
unperturbed. Attendants had to carry him away.

The test with fire like that was kept up the whole year but to no
avail. In the seventh year, a tame elephant was let loose to where the
young prince and friends were playing. The eleghant ran in there trum-
peting and beating the ground with his trunk, The playmates ran off
crying in terror but the young prince remained unmoved. That too was
tried the whole year round but to no avail. Again, when the prince was
eight, snakes weré let loose in the prince's playground but still it was no
different. In the ninth year, the prince was tested with festive dances but
he justremained still, without paying attention to them. In the tenth year
it was arranged for a terrible looking giant of a man wielding a thanlyet
to frighten the prince but he had to give up because the prince remained
unperturbed.

In the eleventh year, he was confined alone in a room and the
conch shell was sounded. The prince ramained immobile. In the tweifth
year, he was similarly tested with the sounding of the great drum with
the ‘Same result, In the 13th year, the prince was left in a room without
any light. It was hoped that the prince would move about when not
visible in the dark but the prince remained immobite. In the 14th year,
the prince was smeared all over his body with molasses and left in a
place swarming with flies and mosquitoes. The insects were all over his

Ve

body and yet he kept his posture with mindfulness of the fact that the
misery he was in could not be as bad as the hellfires.

In the 15th year he was, confined in a bare room so he could not
bathe or answer the calls of nature. The prince bore with all that with
equanimity. in the 16th year he was placed on a couch with heat un-
dementh. Beils erupted on the skin of the prince but there was no change
in 7. bel.aviour of the prince. in the 17th year he was tried out with
young damsels who tried to entice him. The prince; not being interested
in sensual pteasures, kept his restraint and remained in meditation in
inhalation and exhalation of his own breath.

The princesses, discerning no change inthe prince, thought he
must be an ogre and ran away in fear. As he could not be provoked in
any way, all gave in, feeling dejected.

The king himself too felt much distressed that there was no
change in the prince despite that fact that he had been testedin numer-
ous ways from the time he wa3 just a month old to the time he was 17
years.

When he consulted the astrologers and seers who read the
prince's horoscope when he was bom, they supplicated that if he was
kept on in the palace, there would be insurgence of thieves, robbers
and dacoits in the country and that he should therefore be done away
with by means of burial alive in the ground, and the king consented.

When the Queen heard of it, she begged the King to grant
her one of the many wishes the king had granted but she had de-
clined ~ that one wish being fo give the regency to her son' Taymiya,
but the king refused, saying a deaf and dumb one was not fit for
the throne.

Thereupon the queen begged him again to grant regency to
his son only for seven years. The king refused. Then she begged'
for it for six, five, four, three, two and one year. The king refused
to grant even for a year. So the queen begged for it for six, five,
four, three, two and one month. Again the king refused. The queern:
again begged for regency for a matter of days. So finally the king
agreed to grant it him the throne for seven days.
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So Prince Taymiya was crowned king on the throne with all
the royal regalia to rule for seven days. Then the gqueen implored
his son for six whole nights to speak. The prince, who was from the
very outset feigning deafness and dumbness because he did not want
to be the ruling monarch, remained as he had before.

Seeing that the prince had not changed even in six days af-
ter the coronation, the king ordered him taken cut of the city by
coach master Thunanda and exectted with burial in the ground. The
prince felt satisfied that he would finalty get away from the palace.

The next day, begging pardon from the queen, coach master
Thunanda took the prince in the coach to have him executed. When
they gof to the cemetery outside the town, Thunanda asked the prince
to take off his princely attire and started digging to-bury him. The
prince got new attire created by celestial being Withugyon and asked
the coach master why he was digging. Without turning, the coach
master answered that he was digging to bury the deaf and dumb
prince. Thereupon, Prince Taymiya delivered the sermon on the Ten
Principles of Meitta Puza to the coach master. When he found out
tt was the prince that was giving him a sermon, he came to have a
‘great respect for the prince and begged him to retum to the palace.
The Prince explained that he did not wish to do that because he
detested kingship. Then the coach master begged him to permit him
to fetch the King and the Queen, to which he consented.

- "% coach master returned to the palace and reported
all o #se g and the Queen. Immediately after the coach master
left, the prince became a rahan, and going into religious meditation
and contemplation, gained insight into the Dhamma.

When the king and the queen, with entourage, came to him,
they found him as a hemnit. He delivered a sermon, and. they all
decided to join as rahang. Meanwhile, King Thamantarit and his army
who marched on Barsnathl saw the city and all property deserted.
They too came to Prince Taymiya and joined him as rahans. So did
the kings of seven kingdome. Whan they all passed away they be-
came colestial beings aa respddlidely deserving planes.
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Maba %anehka Jataka

It was in the reign of King Maha Zanekka in the
land of Meiktila. The king gave the regency to elder
son Aritha Zangkka and the command of the army fto
younger son Paula Zanekka.

When he died, the elder son ascended the throne
and gave the regency to Paula Zanekka. One of the
latter's trusted servants on some account bore a
grudge against his master and reported to the king
falsely that the regent was plotting to take the throne
and kill him. The king did not believe him at first but
after hearing his repeated lies got swayed by his lies
and without further investigation placed the regent in
irons and under guard in prison.

The regent made a solemn.vow that if it be true
he had never turned against the king he be freed of
all shackles. Thus he became free and walked away,
no-one daring to challenge him as he was like a rdg—
ing elephant and also as he had personal aura of
monarchal power. He holed up in a village called
Pyitsandarit on the outskirts of the kingdom. The lo-
cal people recognised him as the regent and paid al-
legiance to him. He gained many followers. Though b«
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did not at first intend to turn against his brother the
king. he was later compelled to march on Meiktita with
his forces.

At the gates of the city. he laid siege and sent an
ultimatum to his elder brother to accede the throne or
fight. The elder brother the king chose to fight. At that
time the queen was pregnant with embryo-Budana in
her womb. Ordering all attendants to take good care
of her, the king went out to battle. The king fell in the

fighting. Paula Zanekka won victory and took the

throvie.
When the gueen heard of the king's fate -she col-

lected all her geld and jewellery in a small basket, cov-
ered it with ol clothes and left. the city in the guise of a
poor womgn. On her way to the city state of Sam-
panago she.rested at a zayat for a while.

Seeing her plight, the king of celestials came down
to earth in the guise of an old man, riding a coach, con-
veyed ner to Sampanago, and went up back to his abode
of Tavatimsa.

At that time the state's sage ponna Udiccha and
nis disciples, out on a bathing trip, saw the queen and
made enqutiries. Hearing her story, he invited her to his
home, pledging to look after her like a sister. His wife too
did so.

Eventuaily the queen gave birth to her child. She
named him Maha Zanekka after the grandfather.

When the prince came of age, he was taunted by
nis friends calling him a widow's son. When he asked his
mother, she told him the sage ponna was his father, so
as to placate hirm. But when s friends still taunted him
as before, he persisted in his questions to her. mother
and finally she had to reveal that he was the son of the
king who fell in battle,

When he was sixteen, the young prince told his
mother that he would try to retake his rightful kingdom
of Meiktila, with the use of some fortune amassed
through mercantile trade. The queen handed him her
yossessions of gold and jewellery for him to use in his
mission, asking not to pursue mercantile activities, sea-
faring across the oceans. The prince, who had dlready
made arrangements for a last voyage, begged his
mother to let him do the trip and set sail with 700 crew-
men.

After seven days out at sea, the ship ran into a vio-
lent storm and fell apart in a shipwreck.

Prince Maha Zanekka, convinced that only human abil-
ity is the means to get away from danger, climbed to the
top of the mast, tumed towards the direction of Meiktila, and
dived .into the sea. It was a powerful dive that sent him
some 140 cubits away from the ship, beyond the waters
infested by such dangerous sea creatures as sting rays and

crocodiles. With unrelenting tenacity, the prince swam on
while keeping to.the vows of good moral conduct. Seven

days passed.
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Now, there were four celestial entities guarding the
world and they had entrusted Goddess Mani Maykhala to
save at sea those who looked after parents, those who had
kindness for others, those who gave charity and thosé who
kept to the rules of good moral conduct. Keeping watch on
the broad expanse of waters, the goddess saw the prince
swimming on with unrelenting tenacity. She enquired with him
to know the circumstances of his plight, then picked him up
from the waters and conveyed him on an aeriai journay to
his destination, Meiktila. There, she placed him on a slab of
rock in the royal mango park, a traditional resort of kings
of the land, entrusting him into the care of the guardians of
trees and piants.

It was the time when seven days had passed since the
demise of Paula Zanekka, the King of Meiktila, due to ill
health, leaving his only child, Princess Silawi Dewi. Before
he passed away the king had wiiled that one who could
string the bow that could be managed only by a thousand
warriors, who could know the head of the thronse, and who
could discover the 16 hidden pots of gold be given the hand
of the princess and crowned king.

A week after his demise, the ministers convened the
Hluttaw and consulted among themselves to find one who
could be new king. They put the prominent court person-
alities -to test, but found none who knew the head of the
throne, who could discover the gold pots and who could
string the bow, and norie who won the atfection of the
princess.

The Ministers consulted among themseives and decided to
send out the enchanted animated carriage to find one who could
be king. Sent out with a vow, the carjage went round the city and -

made for the park where Maha Zanekka lay on a rock slab. It cir-
cled the slab and stopped. Seeing the prince, the prophet ponna
had musical instruments played loudly near him. it was a crescendo,
but the prince, instead of waking up in alarm, rofled to the other
side and slept on. Only when the ministers supplicated for him to
fise-did he get up and enquired about all that. He went along with
them to the palace. He we. welcomed by the princess and led to
the royal throne, where the two sat togsther.
When the ministers supplicated to him about the will of the
old king, he pretended not to have heard them, and casually he
handed the golden royal headwear to the princess, who placed it
at the head of the throne. Then he asked the ministers fo repeat
their question. Then he told them that where the headwear had beon
placed was the head of the throne.
Then Prince Maha Zanekka performed the task of stringing the
bow, a feat that could be managed only by a thousand warriors.
He did it with ease. As to their question about the location of the
16 gold pots, he ordered them to wait till the -next morning. When
the time came, he pointed to the places where they were buried.
The gold pots were at the following locations;

one at the place the king weicomed the picekka buddha;

one at the place the king saw off the picekka buddha;

— one in the eastern steps to the palace, one near that
outside, one beneath the steps;

-~ one at the place of the steps the king used to mount' the
royal elephant, one at the place .he got down from there;

— one each under the four legs of the royal couch;

- one each at places a hundred measures away in the eight
directions from the royal bed-chamber;

- one each beiow the two tusks of the royal Blephant;

H
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~ one below the tail of the royal elephant;

~ one in the middle of the royal lake;

- one each at places marked by the top edges of the
shadows in the eight directions of the auspicious Ingyin
tree in the royal garden.

(As can-be seen, the king had meant not 16 gold pots but
gold pots at 16 sites)

A grand celebration was held to honour King Zanekka.
People from all over the kingdom, not leaving out remote
villages, came fo the celebration. The king made the Prin-
cess his queen. He brought his mother, the professor ponna
and family from Sampanago to his kingdom and accorded
accolades to them. He had five zayats built at the centra of
the city and in the four cardinal directions and gave charity
every day, taking immense joy in that.

After some time, a son was born to the king and the
gueen,. He was named Digawu. When he attained the age
of 16 he was made regent.

One day the king with his entourage went for an out-
ing in the royal garden. At one point he noticed that a mango
tree thal bore frut suffered damage caused by those who
wanted the fruit whereas the tree that did not bear fruit was
left alone. He drew a fesson from that. One who wore the
crown had to face enemies whereas a monk was free of any
enemy and so had no anxiety. He made up his mind to
become a monk and came back to the palace.

He stayed high up in his multi-tiered palace alone and
went into religious contemplation, not letting anyone in, ex-
cept assigned attendants and not even his queen. He re-
mained so for four months.

The urge to be a monk became so greal in him, He
ordered his chef to get him three robes and an earthen alms
bowl and got his hair-dresser to have his head and chin

shayen. Then he donned the monk's robe and waited for the
coming of dawn.

The queen, accompanied by court maidens altired in
beautif! costumes, went-up to ‘the top of the tiered palace
where the king was. At that time the king in monk's robes
came down, unrecognised by anyone. He was given way,
being taken as a picceka Buddha paying a visit to the king
and leaving. Sedately, the king made his way down, and then
proceeded into the woods, renouncing the worldly ways.

It had been due to his tenacity and diligence that he
was saved fromn drowning at sea to see his mother agan. It
was the result of endeavour with the conviction that "Man
should always make noble endeavour incessantly. By virtue
of tenacity and diligence one could have what one wanted.
One could have one's wishes fulfilied or dashed unexpectediy.
One should only keep up unrelenting tenacity and diligence.”



3Tl Y 3 ww.burmeseclassic.com
huwunnatifama Jataka o




www.burmeseclassic.com

QOANUEI0IEON

cgp 523l orepma3[gpdss edieco:m2q5] [gdoro: g
B[goAmEnd0ea8y odclgpondgpdoopdi Bgpsdgpo odCl
7(0f 92038651305 883G ooorgband: medbiad: gxfgéla
23)CraE:B&gneniqh madfgeoniecoanpdi desrcd cmdecdgp
sz odclopdwpd smmepd§ewn ommdeondhdd
worfgEaopdi ay§03Cloopd parfiesradangd dlimarepdieom w8
mdeunaa} gaifgéoogde

9048 Sl8mcopS fepfpSeeoapfybiroopbmacarpod
HCIGEant egignidearioupd: wFWHAG WOHFE: 0P TS
520006p:03 [gevdecpodfmson Belgé Foecntads ecdaodigecy
2051 a3ea0d Bongp: mAB[geonfyoopdeaddés geBiBimagud
sepoang§¢ Bifgrreondend soicdadanpdi GE:o3el sacdzos
60> Songpreisoglyl B&:{gnieuigEdfpiqeompdi smaosé Gl
RS Beroarmed ecdamloymgé wegligrot Momma
s5BE[meo0b

BB BE:[grrcucddBieandeopd: smmpd saa3ad

L LI Lt

gac«gﬁ@p:@@oaé an:c']:mo%@én saéeqo&@&o%o% e@looﬁoo

=y
[@ls]

8"‘1 ':80 .

L
Sondim :lgéentgeial dqacooopbi smusé ol§m Baopd 83
- < T c <. c Cr—= N
9o OdEPOGE0Cife qpodmEieTNt MCpjeriem

S
20
on
[}
2
3
o3

3

quogieafgdodar mcdgeloyd: Soapicd go§lgoopdn Smap:
copb: gélgRlqeompdn l



www.burmeseclassic.com

&, &
oioggmeemo:em @ Js

[ A Lo = . C oy L o
3030086 Sl Roopd Soepret pE{Gdapised

o&c@ocﬁgooﬁ &cqugogo%m@éﬁu 05]@50‘:2 &oteor 30:)3303’)

[§6928: Boogpeornd] b [§6s203E: §cradapailmecooogd

B pE om0dEanscfgudy Blogorec:dl ogmgan
[geopodepaogd ogétencmparnopdi Blopieéianpd seelopt:
63 w08gEfmpiecayé smsé o} somogabarapdod
Blgéqecvanpdi csc:::saaj Baologsdamigamieoqydde) quosigoch
FRcH eoyp&io0dbist quasiodmepRa) v§sotieompd 3ol
§odoi0pd Mmemntesnniean eopéindbistacy opdechdk
§¢ [gpbdean cqm§l wbBndotep: quasiodmpepsé Figd
020> lemy$ vssoEie0id) qUOS(gady acdfogokeantst
cloyoc: oogpdradidecooophs

sngé Cl§ma3opd eopéiandisd quio§mepadad
60, 0IE 3RS 3kooheBicBesodB: sagbemwd§inionrd
o Doydadcdiaqod qeapmfybdwmecoanpdi Cl§moecoph:
32000103 646 dursoxpdi §e02§60ka3E5 [quaBimega$:
B goigpifyecoanpdl Gl aopd sopcoet ;mepigpeye 692:gSign
a0 ghEeesa0p05 cifgodaypots somcdeq dxeq coedesont
G 206820886 peylgéicdé cladlyps saontgadbecoagdi

sopeugé Cl§omad Boréiakep empianséiad Blopre:
20pd anepaaengl: §e§00ke 925200503 [o3bRaep e
56013005 65089235] godBeacotiogboSlgbefops: [ForeSke

<
8coaopb B3l qeap§biksacyad maudmeo(gepsy 206k



www.burmeseclassic.com

e c
029%3 SUPRICICCYY @ Jg

cﬁis*aﬁ@méa% mé@éaemméu 03@9:95:03 SO0 T (5]21009
& godd QSO%@E obt wSo’?sﬁ cont: o$a3|§5 300000003 cﬁcﬁsp

eaoo&gp%a:néu Bxsl geope ol§moapd ooegg][?] ooo%my)e

50t goifgEecoopil
nbegeanmsl 8o85¢ valay wodBigpeygoyiop S0

J

(o =] Ly (°y | o cC C _C
gpage?.ecooaén ?oaco?cf: cﬂqcrno%oog coe:agfgl wootmdutets

so00d eomiledlopé &:§gecopdi qepsdokaial ohcde
egraprat Sreqeabdonpd 60:EdeslEingdidd BroCacopdy
6omEQeslE:08:§ elgeumndongd eslwmenggadeanelopé ¢ob
BB Ep qe0880kRDS T6g EY) YEIBTICLERWqsP
oS

20@omempd: 85Es¢ 6o :F§mSy b [g§esepdd
[9€ 880a3geodamiconangd a%mo‘é&d’eo%moe}wén cone
Gepodaopges] 8mgdkeabBayubagod eog §eecoayE §:§5
3¢ seegrognrecoonsSi qeaygbolkadph contdigradal [ogosagd
9818000095 omi[gdf: §oS[Bradamevicompdi Beloé
DO 0P 8m§5§:c‘ﬁ oRHABE: FA[RR mievieoep
Sgd0kond sUS[REaBaREs comiadadgSienbaoafooopdt Saosbok
qod3apudqaopdmeoyntiqfiod Bfqogé wogarepd
£5: Goopdi qubcopds qubsenecoanpdi dogpare Egéioopd
0§dSka] qod8opube[atial obisph:8ely: [3E:4d[: qubeenfgé:
Songdokfen: 88m ordcupdlgocrdeayiad qfeorrepda

4 [Ld

:e@)cﬁ@éﬁzgoggﬁeonej elogeeolg& @Beoméu

o B
7 sCO

oo y
o 3o

o r-go '=80

"8

¢ &
pogparseencico @ G
2pogw0pd §a8s¢ valdior: 6ot coypsianss:

B [gFcopdotesnarndanpSy Begeoll: qenedokd 0[5

. 0obeed ﬁoagp%o% eeé:ee"ol)f)o%c“}@[neemwéu e6AN03GE

0b3e:a3 6505epeygaopSi B3 20da%cd gpeyarpdeaslops
o;eéqp:@é]cqo% Sogomlgdadayion sanadeqaiaopd abewy
Jpoaedn gep Bgf ofoopd opeprearnt: spograred Besyes
0868:G:ccb 303 o meprecuaion: o) §anpdi
DePreaEipd e 33503:[@:0&6%0% 928300399
sogregioopdt 8mgddlk ote005(Gieongeslgons n§§ean
088:30} evteomabeny§evoopdi

Bng§=sly Sgoooge&oaé o2epnBgadg odges S
[gdeoaopdn & Sgwoge&ooé 06&o0:03 R§gr06e050Pd of:
[s820pbn Befoyné BrwapediangS eudecnSom: 03E[gp5a3 926
§€:3[5 w0d505CkAlBREyed Buogreoms oeepadom
elep:ad oﬁacgm:soaoogcﬁsemwéu o2:620000(G:03Ercopds
S020gom(g6a3 208:4) eqeancdecy§oopdn Begopé 6&ifdfionnd
0eCelgepesrad Bode: pogRoNe capdotiep 80033033@5
3 eq:o%%mcmméu Sgwogeé:eoé soviorEag)ed BSan:
comnfyr:03 3ES) wdachade saplict: ce0¢BE1e5600 0

epieand: pomAeMRd Sewalcieroyad wbdep:
03 eonpiod8:§ com 3y Sat0ata] 6efpefoacyod canddeq
B:03 we meémeo’]&@élcqcﬁ 00E§d8:036 smpmsiedt 3

eaaoo%eqs?g:m&j @53850% aoE:ecuoaéu



www.burmeseclassic.com

< o
SHOEANVEEETIETN @ 9

o‘:f)o% NPT Ogoggan@oaé weéep: @qﬂqjcﬁ eq98

so&anpdad 8gamedigéayé wsgrgiliesopdi crecun
$056a01 §olean 0re) coZeq B§aBBad [gEfgagyrdevogd
Belop ¢ cpeprecuntan: [gifgtods) samsspesmelgepdls: eeiqh
[opSecopSy mepreandionnd eqdpdig eaydemadd:
»doSBoos[Gi mbwpSed wodmemy doddmEocd§e
canmeqsicd mdodimndg mEom eqa8decmadaranpdn
BEmetionpd :a80aneann(gn(gé oepieants svogromud
wBN§Skad vbecodi [granpd comdumiilie ooy cwadd
$0ke cpabogmecopdl wetgaeslioiood sloprdbaogs) aoelg:
[o3e0020a5

epreconé: srogaennps [grddesemdoopd: cqsh
QQO5e50d DepPial TEANIPANWDE) 6aFRcicier S B3
6qoa eonffiear995] :2406H§nPecfl: sddeodavpdiead
RSepeSeR Freslé:fgogod Saefodfl: [grreadepd? [g&msgo
Sontqecuoopd

DEPieaE: WOV dcptieeaiepicd 6o
it “g)Beogpme90g Clalggoocopsied daluvatade g 2c0pd:
0§ Cleimoonrangh m:emo&:@&egjl 226q030P50R5: T03E6q
Slodaged saoadeloppé [§2i{g€ 0Bacbad” v [§pSendiecoapb

Séooogg&@:ooé 20 anedl [godod:adaifogiaye
“ajopeomadpropbor: :880:(gaifgé 0deSps: clo3

L
Beqio3Ciopogéiofgy cldigadiod=andsodBaonyad gbeds

~ 3

0-80

Qomarsvencisess @ o

62000070:03 w3 el oézcmoogp:oiagozsé" o [0S ep:
smé:sa$:o§ gprndy) oor86c0005) L

88005 o0 Bepégpdanodeh scgicomadear 8oy
96:@69@953 o0eamzod 02:c3B05[GE: ) 035@(9_'5()%3@090 0oé
ﬂoogo%cvo@&@ﬁe@o&l 0I5 0d0RE ogjﬁ:cqéccme&sa@é
o G(‘DJ%CO’)OD(%(}P:QJJO%?‘[G@)&I 88&1@0:qq3mq60§ o0
08egp&apSué eopad&leloypt: opdgé S8 ogbicd slorlgfes
65005 20gRASe: géqgeéo']@ogméoiﬂ cerfg$iecoonpdi

QomaAnecops: 880008 cf)c']oaé:m:@ﬁ@: D)
»8nmnm eaT@e@o&l Sacﬁlmmzmqéo%?o 23310080
es 609 §2(Tigoqfesnd mm&c@oé@m@@ 0doogaSion cer
VI TeY 3@0003952@:00@ u?ogo§§:9$qm§ GB’J@’):@&G%OS
88ubgs @Q&mémeémé WVOAGIIN @Eﬁogo%e@::né
03 0,94 9240 oécm%o%@&@ée@o& S&copSefgpfor:
scoa0pSI Romanems g)Beogd e 92q53 880%@5@090‘5
cfgreom abo:aaegol?'sjeg] sa0p$elPoScSe0m oggqoof).oop_so&
oS:e@otﬁgomoRmrg cﬁio%o’]ogo:mo%oaé@é'sj 2eéadanpd
e@oo%m%q%g]e@)& @$@o:c[§oa§emméu 98:@:&39_5: Béq)
e@oqff;ewéemgoaéo% e 8fG: weedesloagade) [g68efo3ots
pogAeES eémésaq5§c§@: epdopmeodtis) cqedqopd
B Ge:@%%:@mmp_f)n

agog';)oaoemé @&gaemeosc?aém:q& cqcﬁo%:cxj‘)ea:o

U%Q C A o C o Iy oy
0gPEOMZ cgiemESE0 qme@éewcﬁodb?gmqg%@: S



www.burmeseclassic.com

oiog@meméso:-g @ e
§60km05 cqredfgéilydeloptn S8u§eoncyt grdugésm
§60ka300p5 20&:§ap[Rien sop [Fqeomreplydelopn 880p>
8080k Bom: vfgEqeorepd sotidgaaod [gpiesood sotfg:
a5 ) dome5qe(o8i 808dSken siBtepaff: comadieopd
copds) aycmesoggeonepSedelopé: Selepilgpborbigpaco
2051 .
8Ewapetsofioopd pomored eordemnE:8adoon:
BE[gPo5B B8y € [BigresoEorqs) apogramedd Smngdok
520 2pogroed ajubenapdeagiayt 88ee[gdagadeonysuupds
cvogane ewemdpd: vedWN3Fecepdn(lg Pom
200061 8080l §epoegdal seifgfiacranpdi ogpaerop:
o&fFet 8c5c0mad saBgaecilg nees] oo Bsblkepsrqdad

d

g$@e@oa§ : 88c0039§5z°§]§: %%:c@ko%e@o&oca:mé: &lgofogm:

oézcrasﬂ Sgwoge&coé :;?ep:ccvoé: WO 90@9:

Q C oCcC Q O T C C [y C o
BV EFTIC Sstwatdem: @@9@99@@69@3@ oqaascocgj&
O O C C o0 Q 3 [y

agocgj)oaoeoaé 5285003920 qEbe§i§Siom e@.eeoe@eoooogu

Qﬂo?g agog)):»oea)é mawwo‘%m: %%:03039@3& e

oc 9 CrR[E ¢ c ghor o

oyo::85:000am1000563 e&:dR{gCayé cpobaadolarada] 9163

el LI € " M - & ol .

@o? o plevIavlo SETeR o Tov! ec.@.oae SPOERAVGII (R$EINVFN
o ot [s] [og N c Iy J2,

mwa@o@ comg;ooo%oge@amm\,m oSosonccoo.@.cg& co
203 Joréonbegnnt wpdiwses Seloprecoogbn

Sfwmetiongd eddusmpediopcntdedoogh apog
0 sa[?géo%@éqems?sﬂogég soa@&oasp:o% 03(}’]519@35:1

)
Ccn
3
[Sg

Vel

pomaIeanciecsd @ o0

Qogoesm: %BOWH([gE 088o[gs Pp3(&:fySeorn
c8§ éqeorygué@&:@:&l SV elupSVatstran Qx@ﬁ@%ﬁcan weornss
sefopé cposmedit:dm 3&feyodeomemndd Bmo%cano&sag8
Befmeonepigbelomt: 88305 Bm(gdorE oy’ 8elotgpSond:
suEh

33 8Baogeéranpd msfopSiapigogd Selopres 0p8a}
0§8560EY 656000 woorémadq 8cBeomtiearn so5nd:
00pg§aopd [P3p8g208[3E8econSy B 00085005 DO
A 9883565005 928[yd3g:o0pdefoyré OGN FfJefgod
rebgeonded Bgrofearnesd 000§D & 0pd $0500mE
720059260153 9:658$[gdq aogponve: rebgeentespa’
9§ odn&daolyé A Rlg65:8¢ [PqfaS:[gbein

Qoo [gresean mefopé:adgays $0508:0005
SSeapdesayé 2ogroIepS Boowgomfghenigod sofgéiad
sepedecead SaaguéranpSoops: 652Cmqq) saaieaegd
BograIee Smsdikencops: FPOVCOVIQ SqEEAIOB[IFqRS
slopé cofgé:afeepadlogaonru 88agmreepoddayé G
20p5 sa0SeqaRadae) NOGHAOEN 5285200030593 0grreepod
c0cB6epSi gopcogé JlRemcdangS 2263 3es SoSdlan
Slon 88g¢oognaBadaepSssf: pogpomed [gra8bopd eopad
n&:c8§oph Bm(gé smwst SlgorBoopd: goS8mané: G$9
oo BgavogedifaopSaopd: spogpomed Deprooagforiey
oreper S GG Fgoecs> mcpebocsanf so5Gesong



www.burmeseclassic.com

HOHOICEIHBRD @ 0

s0c8eed ooopdt wtFESwE Socogomgdsng cmtegprean
BSEE sombinEapledy 8gwmetiiisé emmnadearorgh

sovn&ion “godeaneti ol veamEsongnd [glodec
0pS1 [:0000E:00e5: (g 22[gdSea 9281 293§ 220303 W05
speepadesecoff Beopé gadelgé m8%m oiad Beogpeom
[03:8 ooeprwgé sacvbmeogesy BaB[gieyI€ e&:{Tsoopdeopd:
comEiepa0c3 cuntqeoepd” U FWEL PO

o&i[Foopd s0dw8id oomiadopiagé Womormes
swfGoocd[yé smimiean maim§feon ofidpocdyé
Rograned BudGeeads) eqopsicant:Bioyé saqbsaoieodsn
RD HWDHIRTHE pEdayed §i0eadecopd KdesIcd
6q[gpo§eoon 220maeEl GINHEHIRD0IE §EHOLVLL
[3¢ gopc088 I8 Rfepaqdal sgrgomgooph

Bgwoagedifiaogd g§smifrearnslop sopsé ol§om
3 coyp&iand6:33 oéepapt efgodlgicpoopdi Belopé g
61§e030005 efgadadfoymianpdsé 8803cian: aogpoe 6L
o[opé: godgESgqs) epdalydaspSiey seiecopdi B3l
o&:[0fro0pd 88aopSepSafydelopt: Bipovelgrad wogpomesa:
[r:[3€lg88 205 saelo3ot: efgadlon Smeddladen: ypigresyd
gabeog) pdiosiepesprdeoepdl 3o prtiad8clm eemtiy
c0bdgreoepial &8booly cqokad sqokol] goonetn esncd
comp&iands: 03513900005 88pd ecvrmamddaydioyCf wet
202 R§ &b 0§ meogenongh dgurmpetydeots
elgolgecomopd

SR

[ o
PORANVGARCIETD @ P
) ¢ e o c @ pomc o
Q23] 90§ Olfemcipd 26B:RgG§ s o
[=] C < (o » 2« TN [w] oy
Sooogomlgbenel sacp§adieougE:add &8 elgpador o&iRor:
&pbdecrghn o&i{FHeopd: poapoe 999t [grifyélgds8apdad
o ¢ . c 9, QN )
s[pe0q$ godecuiesfgé daBicdndepddquadmpdad seiscn
O.)éll SORCOM 2% WO eaooéoﬂeo:e@o& 9@98@%@9
sonepdfgdelopt: sfgologrrecoapdi ddemnifoy:geareesl
o&iofrcopd: 880005 womares: :Bdax(gufgs 06384
agoggaaoeooé eag:sm%:cs&gé 50039030@599:%:@ mﬁq&c)e}
CDéO? e@oemmén &%moaé c%om:o%@o:cgé seqlo%ogog
cooooén oc?’saaﬂ ?q?coo.?ag%m 95:@:338% 3398’;@56339 saeilo%
sslooslpé [§635E{geq) sagdegrdal sagodapdior veomiy
Beoviepeion Gmpé:qja?:eemméu
g&@:m 38:)3é O F28T300307: Fad
L [ap] L L] L
meoa:@pgo:eé@ée@o& §8:33§sa‘3:eo:om: c@')a%ecu:péu
[y Q o C o000 0 [nlond o
sopc0sé Clfpmaion mgEedigodoopd 880381 wadybearnafoyré
Q0O O " < . < C C‘_ N ﬁ C Oog o (-)’I)'D' o]
88cHou sac?omcq.@lq@ 020Ew) ec.@om QBN 0O¥%)
Q 9 .0 0Q e ..C
eceecu@,cgjé DO 2260 c@eaoaceo.q$ emé.w@
scopdl o&fgRim eompFodd slpoieddydemmiarean
sfopé somp&id&iforn esqieomioselgpadep vqwlyé
@038:2{18:08 mam@§6§=o§cﬁ ooo%o%aé@ Sea0Eeuigqeouonpbi
3NV o’]%moo%sm: 80&)@@9@5@:@5 8&concdes
L L d e [ [ 4] s
ooé 390@;)330999%0% meepcﬁ%eaoo&eo:emoaén ogksfasﬂ T2
20p5:60%5 soncsoopd Bifed) wubead Al§omapd sgdesd
eo?éeoném:@:ogjé Bé:o::%:go E:e@:@ecuoaéu



www.burmeseclassic.com

ROAIOARCIES @ PP
BB BefoigpSon&:ffiaqé cvogromed g} e&id0p)

923 WogRoEEd :desEw:0) 8iewesElilgdwpda’

By é wB[gudcoqimnycd wgrad[mecmpd 3igo

328 Sl§omom -

()  clooo: apogamedpd egmsndbiken madadmgom
oep:ad €3 Bgroomicpé [grr8cdegpodee
2052

(3) clo: doganexpd egm [gdeammmEa; ayée
afe§eoon sogreariefoyet [ga:a8Segpadeocoopdi

(o) cloom: wogparedsd egmunodesean WO
Boodhell geear wgnomieopé [graddeypader
coogbu

(w)  clom: wogmanewngd SmadBadengpapdl g)esear
ogroomnieloé [gra8degpabeomompb

(c) clows spogpomeanpd sacoddPopepisé Sonai§ecodi
afe§eonn ogooomielos [gr:a8deupadeosompbn

(o) clom: cvogomesm: clél mncdoadablgodsidin oj
e§camagroomisloé [§r:8degpadeommpb

() clopScopdicomés omare mmwpdapbiemné:
726050000103 [P0 eomE:pdeil 2086 Beomnéy
e3¢ [§2:586 sopadepcophi
DOaNeE $280pd giBagfgcdpyses] om

wr0pd mdeadadeert:d) [3§536 Be2sl va gapcoPS

ROROIBEINIED @ 9
clovmmarddeondin cloopdoopd: wenfgmsor OI§omoog(g3
203 (9)30503 066 wgolgecoaopdi Bees] svogpareads sufge:
060053 copdelgot:e) SBE[gd Bo336eammsl 8s8eumné:
[ge07 oupongdsobondionpd sogofgecuongdi dBocraogfischaod:
[gieax> 20go0piaicden -

(@)  clogbogenssseepdfeor so7Ese§es(l: vogome o
d0ladlgedsioy ;gedi gleseanagroomiclnt 4o
28806e0padeoempd

(9-0) ogms.;‘;meég]em Gméé Gcrno%a)é %mmcﬁ%@cﬁlu
%QD’DGOEOSGCDO méogoaéegf @ﬁcﬁem :Dg)omo:s@)@
Bo:agﬁeopogeomooé:u

o26) [gdecoapSi
Bad 00yorgdschond:s weolgfiaopdsé meprecuad:

spogomenpd aybgnaog) vggfpuecde sqeaypGcy [pieasdd

20pd [qudecodn [grreseomnmgrapdoopd: aepecmEaonysol
6ade0ys sephieorsdmpiaopdt qd8mecndilgs e[ soddan
232ge cpPgdRBERE oogpael gapeor diflomst ob{y
3Eomadangs eopéiondéiad mcdadlgsespadesmecoapdi
womomepd oo 3gwampem: ckokaBooeoionm
oo mepizoadaligS ol myloies ooepreumafogrioopdi
5200058520392 [gop[gpdad consfogqaopd



www.burmeseclassic.com

Thuwunnathama
Jataka

Long ago, near Baranathi, there was a river. On each
bank, there was a village. The two heads of fishing com-
munities agreed 1o have their offspring married if one had
a son and the other a daughier. in reality toc one came
lo have a son named Dukula and the other a daughter
named Parika.

The two were from the plane of Byamas in their pre-
vious existence and so abhorred sin and refrained from
taking life, though they were born in fishing communities.
They also abhorred sensual relations but parents got them
married as promised. Not wanting sensual pleasure, they
stayed in purity.

Dukula was blamed by parents as he would not com-
mit such sinful acts as killing to get fish or meat. The two
sought permission of parents to become ‘rahan’ to take up
religious practice for deliverance from the misery of
Samsara. The parents consented.

The two left the fishing community, went into
Himalayan jungle near Migasamata River, a tributary of the
Ganga, and went up-river.

It caused the warming and hardening of the seat of
the King of Celestials in the plane of Tavatimsa. Sensing
the cause, he sent Withagyon Nattha down to earh to cre-
ate 'rahan’ shelter and requisites for them. The Nattha cre-
ated a pleasant and beautiful sbode and requisites with a
sign that if was for anyone who wanted to be ‘rahan’,

Dukula and Rarika found it and became ‘rahan’ and ‘fahe’
and went into contemplation and meditation on noble Iife, with
Parika doing chores of fetching water, gathering fruts and ed-
ible roots, keeping the piace tidy and so oi, to help Dukula get
on in peace with his religious practice.

The king of celestials came down to their hermitage.

He foresaw that they were going to lose their eyesight and
that they would so need a son to ook after them. He urged
Dukula to touch Parka’'s navel with his hand. Dukula com-
plied. Thus was conceived a son.

One day the two were caught in heavy rains while cut
for food. They tock shelter near a mound under a tree.
Their scent offended a cobra there and it blew out poison-
ous breath that blinded them.

The son, named Thuwunnathama, came out after them
as they were late and he found them there, blind. The
parents, hearing him, wamed him not to come near but to

throw them a twine by which they made it away from the
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place. Hearing their story, the son cried with grief for their

misfortune and then felt joy as he would have the chance

to ook after them.
He brought his parents back to the hermitage. From

that day on, he did all the chores for his parcnts, never
grumbling. He gathered fruits for them daily. He fetched
water, going down to Migathamata River- all along the way
accompanied by a flock of deer. He was also helped by
Kinnaris and Kinnayas on his rounds. Day in and day out
he looked after them well. He had no thought for himself.

Ha took his daily food only after his parents had theirs.
At that time King Piliyekkha was reigning at Baranathi.

He fiked venison very much. Leaving the kingdom in the
care of Queen Mother, he entered Himalayan jungles and
spent his time hunting deer. Every time he. had venison, he
went down. to Migathamata River to drink water. One day
he lay in wait there, bow and arrow at the ready.

When Thuwunnathama and accompanying herd of
deer came, he was surprised. He wanted to ascertain if
Thuwunnathama was man or deity or dragon in assumed
form. So, as Thuwunnathama came up from the river car-

rying a water pot on his shoulder, the king let loose 2

poisoned arrow that pierced Thuwunnathama from the right
side through to the left. The deer fled in fright.

In acute pain, Thowunnathama placed 'the water pot
on the sand and lay dying with his head pointing in the di-
rection of his parents’ "ermitags.

Spitting out blood, he moaned. “in these Himalayan
jungles | have no adversary, nor have my parents. My flesh
is not good for meat or my skin for any use. Why should
anyone shoot me with an arrow?’

Hearing that the King thought "Oh, it is a man. Yet
he does not curse one who has shot him but says.only
words that endears him. | shall go over to him". Thus he

approached Thuwunnathama and spoke to him,

He introduced himself and expiained that he was out
hunting for deer as he very much wanted to savour venision
and that he was famed as a king skilled with his bow and
arrows and even a mammoth could not get away from his
arrows. Then he asked who Thuwunnathama was.

The latter explained who he was and asked why he
was shot although his meat was of no use. The king, in-
stead of telling the truth, lied that he shot him because he
got angry as the deer he was aiming at fled upon seeing
Thuwunnathama. The latter replied that in the Himalayan
jungles there was no deer afraid of him and even very timid
Keinnaras (half-bird half-humans) were happily roaming about
with him. Seeing he should no longer lie the king admitted
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the truth and asked Thuwunnathama ‘where he lived and who

sent him to fetch water.
As he suiiered great pain, Thuwunnathama explained

that the was looking after blind parents in the wide
Himalayan jungles and was on a trip to fetch water for them.
He lamented that his parents would be in great trouble with-
out him and the thought of not being able to look after them
any more was more painful than the wound from the arrow
and he dreaded the fate of his parents having to go roam-
ing about in the jungles without anycne to depend upon.
Seeing Thuwunnathama was of noble heart, the king
- thought he would escape from the dire consequences of his
sin only if he could pass as Thuwunnathama and look after
his parents and asked where they were, Thuwunnathama
blessed the king's attitude, gave directions to where they
were, and begged him to tell them he paid his last obei-

sance to them.
The king promised he would. Thuwunnathama fell into

a state of semi-consciousness with thoughts of obeisance

for his parents.
The King thought Thuwunnathama was tdead. He wept

remorsefully.

He also noticed the inevitability of death for all
mortals. He feared he would suffer in hell for having killed
Thuwunnathama and wept blaming himself for the prospect
of being condemned as a vile king.

His wailing was noticed by beautiful and good-na-
tured goddess Bahuthondari who had been a mother to

Thuwunnathama in a previous existence and was always

T

guarding him. She was away to a meeting of celestials
when he got shot.

Now, if she did not go to him, she knew, he would
die. So would the king of remorse and so would the par-
ents from hunger and thirst. If she did, she could cause the
king to go to the parents, whereupon they would come to
the son and she and they would have a chance td say
oaths that would save Thuwunnathama. Moreover the pai-
ents would regain eyesight and the reformed king would live
on as a great charity-giver and become a celestial being
in his next life.

" So she stood in the sky as an apparition near the
river and spoke to the king. She told him he would not
suffer in hell if he gave his service to the blind parents of

Thuwunnathama.

Hearing the goddess’ words, the- king thought
Thuwunnathama was dead. He put fragrant flowers and
poured water on him and paid obeisance. Then, carrying
the water pot with a heavy heart, he made his way to
where the parents were,

As the king had heavy steps, the parents knew it was
not their son and asked who it was. The king did not tell
what happened right away but put the pot down and in-
troduced himself, as the king who relished venison and an
adept at archery.
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The parents extended their hospitality extolling the
rich tastes of fruits and coolness of the water river. The
king asked who fetched them for the couple who replied
it was done by their son who was due back soon. Only
then did the king admit he had shot Thuwunnathama with
a poisoned arrow and the latter was left smeared in blood
near the river. Thereupon Parika was furious. Sage Dukula
asked her to contain anger as the king had shot their son
because of his intent upon the deer and one would sin if
one gave vent to anger.

The king offered to remain in their service in place
of their son. The couple declined saying the king was the
master and so should not serve them. Praising the king for
that anyway, they asked him to take them to where their
son lay.. The king tried to dissuade them from travel in the
dangerous jungle but could not. So he took them to where
their son lay unconscious near the river.

Father Dukula and mother Parika lifted the son’s body
onto their lap and wept in great grief.

When they felt for his heartbeat, they found he was
not yet dead but just unconsciousness. So they took oaths,
saying the Truths, to save his life.

First Mother Parika said.

{a) her son had pursued ten-fold meritorious practice

(b) her son had pursued noble practice.

{c) her son had always spoken the truth.

(d) her son looked after parents.

{e} her son respected elders and parents.
(f) she loved him more than her fife.

— o ———
CE—E— ] —
e

(9) she and his father had done meritorious deeds
and because of all that ‘may the effect of poison
fade’ .

Thereupon, Thuwunnathama turned on one side and
lay still. Again, Father Dukula took oaths saying the Truths.
At that Thuwunnathama, turned on the other side. His
mother of the past Goddess Bahuthondari took the oaths.
She said.

(a) she lived on Gandamadana Mountain and had no

-ong other than Thuwunnathama to love and cher-
ish.

(b) the jungles on Gandamadama Mountain are filled
with fragrance, with no tree without sweet scent
and because of all that ‘may the effect of poison
fade”.

At this Thuwunnathama regained consciousness and
sat up, with the effect of poison going away — like water
sliding off the leaf of Padomma Lotus — leaving no trace
of any wound. Parents too regained their eyesight and by
the powers of higher beings, they all found themselves
somghow transported back to the hermitage.

Thuwunnathama gave a sermon to King Piliyekkha to
rule in accord with the right principles.

When they died they were all rebom in the high ce-
lestial plane of the Brahmas.
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Naymi Jataka

In ancient times, Meiktila' of the land Wideharit was un-
der the reign of King Magadewa.

He was a king aspiring for renunciation of worldly
pleasures. One day a strand of grey was found in his hair.
Realising he had been marked by death, he decided it was
time for him to renounce weridly life. He became a monk
and practised Brahma Vihara. Eventually he passed away to
be reborn on the plane of Brahmas. Similarly all his de-
scendants went this way.

One day he looked down on earth and foresaw by his
powers that his ancestry was going to end. So he took
conception in the womb of the queen at Meiktila.

Thus he was reborn as the embryo-Buddha prince.
When the astrologers read his horoscope, they saw he
would be the last king of the lineage — a king of greater
power than his predecessors: He was named Naymi-
kumara.

Since young he was in the -habit of giving charity,

observing the Precepts, keeping sabbath, When his father
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the reigning king spotted grey hair on his head he handed
over the throne to Prince Naymi and became a monk.

When he became king, Naymi built charity pandais at
the four city gates and the city centre and gave donations
for one and aii of clergy and laity to take as much as they
liked. He kept the Five Precepts daily and gave sermons for
his people.

King Naymi was undecided which was more beneficial
— charity or right conduct.

The King of Celestials saw this and came down to the
human abode. He showed his presence before King Naymi
and invited him‘to ask what he wanted to know.

When the king asked, the King of Celestials answered
that even the noblest of charity could not vie with the least
of good conduct. Those who have even one right conduct
could have an emperor's wealth. Those who have consider-
able level of right conduct could have the luxury of the king
of celestials. Those who keep to the noblest conduct could
become king of Brahmas enjoying pure bliss.

He cited examples of kings who gave great charity be-
coming celestials and hermits who kept right conduct abstain-
ing from worldly pleasures getting to the pure piane of
Brahmas. He cited one specific case.

Between two golden mountains of Hamalayas there
flowed River Thida, cool and idyllic, untouched even by sun-
light. Around there lived ten thousand hermits. They ate just-
enough to sustain iife and lived in Janas.

One day, one of them went on an alms round in
Baranathi. The king's ponna respected him so much he
invited the hermit to a meal at his house. He found out
about the ten thousand hermits. So he asked the hermit
to admit him into the order. The hermit told him he being
a descendent of the king needed the consent of the king
to do so. Then he made his way back to Thida River by
aerial journey.

The ponna obtained permission from the king who
gave it with a request for him to come to him later as a
hermit. So the ponna went after the hermit, became one
himself and practised meditation, and finally gained powers

to make aerial alms rounds.

The ponna came to the king as he promised. The king
was S0 inspired that he and his entourage foliowed the
hermit to the ten thousand hermils in the Himalayas and
attended to their needs with donations. He kept at it for ten
thousand years. In the next existence he became king of nat
celestials and the ten thousand hermits went to the plane
of Brahmas.
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The king of celestials urged King Naymi to practise
both charity and good conduct and went back to his plane.
The nats were then at an assembly. They asked him where
he had been. He toid them of his visit to King Naymi.

Hearing it, they wanted to see King Naymi and so asked
the king of celestials to have him conveyed up to their piane.
In compliance, the king sent the celestial craft down to fetch
King Naymi. The latter went along.

Martalt the master of the celestial craft told the King
he could go by two routes—one passing by hell and the
other by the plane of nats—and asked him where he wouild
like to go. The king replied he would like to see both. On
being told he could not go both Ways at the same time, the
king said he would first see hell and then he would see the
nat celestial world.

So, Martali set out first to Usada Heil that was a re-

serve of Thinzo Hell.
King Naymi was shown how the denizens suffered in

the hell of a sea of flaming iron lotus leaves and razors and
barbed rattan twines for their having persecuted others by
means of their power, wealth and physical strength.

Then there was a hell where heli hounds as large as
elephants and giant vullures with beaks of iron attacked in-
mates for their having been sly, stingy and vile-mouthed in

their human existence.

Then they came to a hell for those who had resented
others doing good deeds and persecuted good persons. They
were being driven across 'blazing ground with a buming whip
as thick as a trunk of a palm tree.

Then they came to the hen for those who had collected
donations and misused them. They were chased by keepers
with blazing daggers into a pit of burning coals and poured
on with buring coals from iron buckets.

Then the coach mastér took the king onwards to an-
other hell where the keepers threw the inmates headtong into
molten iron. It was the hell for those who had abused and

tormented ones with the right conduct.

. Then they came fo the hell of molten iron pots for
hunters of birds and the helf of searing ground and rivers
of hot ashes for rice traders who sold rice mixed with im-
purities.

After that the coach master took the king to the hell
of assorted weapons that tormented those who stole others’
property.

Then they went on to other helis — that of torture for

fishermen, that of filth for those who committed injUstiéé and
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corruption, that of blood and pus as food for inmates for
those who sinned against parents and Sangha, that of skin-
and flesh-tearing for dishonest judges and assessors, that for
those who committed adultery and that for those who had
wrong faiths.

All that brought alarm and realization to the king’'s mind.

After having travelled by all the hells the king was taken
up to the various stages of celestial planes.

The first was the ruby palace of Virani Goddess who
as a servant of a Ponna in the time of Kassapa Buddha
cooked all meals offered to eight Sanghas by the Ponna
and also made donations with her wages and kept the

Precepts.
Then they went on to several other celestial structures

on different planes tili they finally reached Tavatimsa the

abode of the king of gods.
King Naymi was shown the various abodes of 'nats’

(cefestials) inciuding the following. —

— that of one who was a rich man who kept sabbath
every day,

— that of those who were a group of friends who kept
sabbath, made donations, practised religious meditation, up-
holding The Three Gems;

YOI i

— that of pairs who were lay people who adnhered
to The Three Gems, made donations of requsites to
the Sangha, building and donating lakes, wells and
zayats;

— that of one who was a rich man who kept sabbath
and donale requisites for the Sangha, monasteries and pa-
godas;

— that of one who was a rich man who built and do-
nated gardens, lakes, covered stairways and gates for the
Rahantas.

_ — that of one who was a rich man who believed in
the consequence of one's own actions and made donations
to the Sangha;

—-that of one who was a rich man who buiit and
donated monasteries, zayats, wells, lakes and keep
sabbath;

— that of one who became a monk and kept up good

conduct,
Coach master ‘nat’ (celestial) called Matali drove into

the celestial city of Thudatthana by the east gate adorned
with many figures of Nat king, Thagya. (Sakka).

The story was that a youth named Marga and 30
friends in Mazala village of the land of Magadarit did a lot
of meritorious deeds and became Thagya, king of nats. As
there was already one king of nats, the two shared he



www.burmeseclassic.com

celestial kingdom. The old king was too indulgent in sen-
sual pleasures so.the nat crowd and Marga overthrew him.
He founded the kingdom of Asura at the foot of Mount
Meru.

Marga had four wives while on earth. The three
younger ones soon passed away after him to the abode of
nats due to their good deeds. The eldest named Thuzata be-
came a paddy bird in her next life. With Marga's help she
was reborn as a poor woman. Then she becamsg a ‘nat’
princess in the nat kingdom of Asura. Marga went there and
carried her off to his abode to make her queen. Angered
at losing the kingdom and now a daughter, Asura waged
war on Marga, with annual offensives every time Thakut
flowers bloomed. Hence the many figures of nat king at the
gate, to ward off Asura.

Matali showed King Naymi various celestial abodes
and took him to the assembly of nats in Thudhamma Hall.
It was also a place where nats recorded good deeds of
men as found on their quarterly visits to earth..

The nats asked the king to stay on there as ‘nat’ king
but the latter declined as he still had to do good deeds on
earth and get others as well to do so.

Thus he was conveyed back to earth where he re-
lated his experiences of hells and celestial planes and had
all do good deeds. When he got old, he handed over the
kingdom {0 son Kalarahta and renounced the-world, as was
the tradition of ancestors.
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Mahothada

Long ago in Meiktila, in the reign of King Wideharit there
were four ministers named Thenaka, Pekkutha, Karmainda and
Dewainda.

There were four villages in the east, the west, the south
and the north, [h the east village, there was a rich man
Thiriwaduna and his wife Thumana Dewi.

Embryo-Buddha Mahothada was born to them. He was
born holding a pill delivered by the king of celestials. It cured the
rich man ofsprolonged headaches and others of various maladies.
The king had a dream of a small flame growing and overwnelm-
ing four others.

The king sent out his men in search of the rew wise man
that would emerge. They found Mahothada at the age of seven
who had built a wonderfu! zayat with his thousand birth-mates.
They reported it to the king.

Happily the king consulted Thenaka to bring Mahothada to
the palace. Thenaka advised the king to wait and see.

One day a man bought meat from the market and was <n
way home when a kite swooped down and snalched it away.
Mahothada sounded a sharp clap and a piercing cry. It made the
bird drop the meat and fly away. Hearing of it the kirg consulied
Thenaka but could not gei his consent to bring Mahotfiada to the

palace.

One day a thief made away with an ox while the owner was
dozing. The cwner ran after him and a dispute ensued. Mahothada
askec each what e ted the ox. The thief unknowingly  said
gruel and sesamum oil-cake. The owner said grass. The ox was
given a purgative that brought excreta containing grass. Thus the
thie! was expcsed.

The king heard of it and wanted to bring Mahothada o the
palace but could nat due to Thenaka's obiection.

One day a poor woman was bathing in a lake when her hand-
woven cotton thread necklace she left on the bank was stolen by a
young woman passing by. The dispute got to Mahothada who asked
each what frar-ince she used on the necklace. Then he had the
necklace immersed in water to know its scent, thus proving who the
owner was. The king heard of it and wanted to bring Mahothada but
again Thenaka stayed his hand.

Similarly there was another case of a cotton field watcher
woman who got her ball of thread stolen by another woman.
Mahothada asked each what seed she used to wind the thread round.
Then the ball of thread was unwound to reveal the seed and show
the real owner. Hearing of it, the king asked Tnenaka who again ad-
vised him to wait.

One day a woman was taking a bath in a lake, placing her
chiid on the bank, when an ogress snatched it away wanting to eat
it. The mother gave chase and caught up with ihe ogress. Hearing
the dispute Mahothada asked the two to wrest the child by the limbs.
Pulled by the two the child cried oul in pain. The mother could not
bear it and was compelled to let it go, while the ogress kept at it
mercilessly. It showed who the mother was. The king heard of it ard
consulted Thenaka but the latter advised him to wat still.
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One day a man named Gotakala and his wife Digatala were
on way to parents' village when they got to a river they dared not
cross. A stranger named Digapili offered to help. He carried the
woman on his shoulder and waded across pretending the river was
deep. He seduced her and ran off with her. The man went afler them
and caught up with them, Mahothada exposed the truth by asking
each the names of parents. The king was further impressed but still

Thenaka stayed his hand as before.
' Wanting 1o show Mahothada's wisdom, the king of celestials
in the guise of a man stole a man's cart. Mahothada asked another
man to drive the cart and the two in dispute to run with it without
fetting it go. Being a mere.human, the owner could not. Thus he
was shown as so. Again the king asked Thenaka but he was ad-

vised once again to wait.
One day the king put a test to Mahothada. He had half

a cubit long stick made of sha wood and asked Mahothada
to tell which end was the lower and which end the upper.
Mahothada tied a string in its middle and lowered it into water
to know the lower end which sank first. The king was fur-
ther impressed but still could not call Mahothada in, because
of Thenaka’s words.

Then the king sent two skulls and asked which was
male and which female. Mahothada could discern it. The king
was further impressed but Thenaka bid him wait.

Again, the king sent two snakes to Mahothada to dis-
cern which was mate and which fernale. Mahothada did it but

again the king was advised 1o wait,

F.16 B

One day the king asked Mahothada’s village to send
him a male animal that had a crest on the top, horns on two
feet, was white all over the body and made a sound at all
three marked hours of the day. Mahothada sent him a white
cock. The king was pleased. Yet his hand was stayed by
Thenaka.

One day the king sent the ancestral ruby to thread it

anew as the old thread had worn out, Mahothada had both y

the thread holes smearec with honey and the ruby placed
on the way of ants. The ants went into the hole in the ruby
and got at the end of the new thread nfaced at the hole
and pulled the thread through the hole. Thus the ruby was
threaded. The king liked Mahothada’s ingenuity greatly but
was advised by Thenaka to wait and try him out with more
problems.
The king ordered an ox fed boiled peas to have a bulg-
ing belly, smeared with turmeric and sent to Mahothada's vil-
lage, ordering delivery of a calf from it to be brought to him.
Mahothada sent a man to the king, coaching him to appeal
to the king for help as his father could not give birth to a baby.
When the:king, asked how a man could give birth, the man,
as taught by Mahothada, supplicated that neither could an ox.
Knowing it was Mahothada's wisdom, the king was pleased but
had to wait because of Thenaka's words.

Then the king ordered Mahothada’s village for a sour
rice meal cooked not with rice, water, rice pot, stove, fire,
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firewood and defivered by one neither a man nor a woman.
Mahothada had one cooked with broken rice, dew, in a new
pot, on green wood tripod on a wood-turned fire fuelled by
leaves, and delivered by a homosexual. The king was
pleaseq but again Thenaka stayed his hand.

One day the king ordered the village to get him a sand
twine rope. Mahothada sent a clever man to the king and
asked the king for a sample piece, thus making the king ad-
mit there was no such thing.

Again the king ordered delivery to him of a lake with five
kinds of lotuses. As taught by Mahothada, a clever man went

to the king asking for despaich of the king's lake to entice the
one they were to deliver to him thus showing the absurdity of
moving a lake.

Then the king ordered delivery of a new garden. As in
the previous case, a man was sent to ask the king to depatch
his garden to lure the new garden.

Getting tired of being deterred from calling Mahothada
in, the king went out to the village. On the way his horse went
lame as a foot stepped into a hole in the ground. He had to
come back to the palace,

The next day the king ordered the village to send him a
good horse and a rich man. Mahothada knew it meant him and
his father. So the two went to the court. On the way he had his
friends catch a mule. _

The father went first. When Mahothada arrived, his father
gave his place to his son. The king and ministers criticised him
for taking his father's place. Mahothada showed the mule as an
example 1o prove that sometimes the son can be better than the

father. The king felf pleased, took him in as his son, while be-
stowing wealth on his father. Mahothada, being together with a
thousand birthmate friends asked to be allowed to live outside
the palace. .

Ouiside the city gale was a toddy palm tree. On it was a
nest of crows where there was a bright ruby. People saw its re-
flection in the lake. They drained the waters away but did not
find the ruby. Mahothada sent a man up the palm tree to get
the ruby. The king was again impressed.

One day the King and Mahothada took a walk in the gar-
den. The king spotted a chamelion that paid respects to him and
ordered the gardener to buy some meat daily and feed it. The
gardener could not get any meat as it was sabbath day so he
hung some money on the neck of the chamelion. The next day
the charmelion did not pay respects to the king. Mahothada ex-
plained that even those regarded as wise men could become
haughty when they had wealth.

A young man named Peingoftara from Meiktila went to the
University. When he passed out from there, the professor gave
his daughter's hand in marriage to him. The woman had greater
aura than him. So he could not go near her. On the way home
they came across a fig tree. The woman was starved, so he told
her to climb up the tree. When she was up the tree, he put
thoms at the foot of the tree and ran away.

When the king went to the garden, he saw her and made
enquiries. He took her to the palace and made her queen.

One day the two went out to the garden. On the way she
spotted Paingottara among labourers repairing the road. She laughed
out loud. The king asked and she explained but he was suspicious
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and made to order her killed. She pleaded with him, He consutted
high aura and one without any could not be the same and the
virturous and the wicked were far apart,-and finally convinced the king.
So spared, the quesn was thankful and asked the king to allow her
to freat Mahothada as her younger brother.

One day the king saw a goat and a dog on good terms
with each other, the goat stealing meat from the kitchen for the
dog and the latter. stealing grass from the elephant shed for the
goat. The next morning he set it as a puzzle for the five sages,
Thenaka asked for a day to think it out. Mahothada went to the
Queen fo find out where the king had tarried for some time the
previous day. Then he found the answer. The four sages asked
him for it and he gave each a part of the answer. So they could
only give a part of it whereas he gave the whole answer. The
king praised all the five sages but the Queen told him the truth.

One day the king asked who was noble — one wise but
not rich and the other rich but not wise. Thenaka answered the
rich was noble because he could get the wise to serve him.
Mahothada said the wise was noble because he could avoid sin,
-whereas the rich~was prone to it. Thenaka argued giving a rich
man as an example of one others could depend on. Mahothada
countered that prasperity was momentary and one without leam:-
ing could not create more wealth, so leaming was noble.

Thenaka kept to his assertion. Mahothada said only the
wise could discem the good and the bad in Samsera.

Thenaka said the wise had to go into service under the rich
Mohathada said the rich but foolish could not go against the wise
Thenaka said the words of the rich had to be heeded by many.
Mohathada countered that the foolish was criticised. Thenaka said
the wise could riot show his widsom before the rich, Mahothada
said the wise. could promote his own a$ well as others interests.
Thenaka said they themselves the five sages had to serve the
king. Mahothada said the king had to turn to them when problems
arose and also that no foolish rich could get the better of the wise,
citing Buddha as a case in point, Thenaka could say no-more
Mehothada was rewarded by the King. .

When Mahothada attained the age of 16 the. Queen in-
tended to get him married to a worthy lady. Mahothada asked for
permission o find one he liked. In the guise of a maker of clothes
he left-the palace by the north gate and headed for Ottara Yawa -
Mizzigone Village.

In that village there was & man and his wife who were rich but
lost their wealth and became farmers. They had a daughter named
Amaya. Mahothada met her as she was on her way lo the famn
carrying moming gruel to herfather. Mahothada showed her a closed
hand Amaya understood he was asking if she was married.: She
responded showing an open. paim, meaning she was still unmarried.
Mahathada asked her name she answered In a riddle that it had no
past, present or future. He knew she means Amara. The two carried
on with their banter for a while and then Mahothada are the gruel
she offered and proceaded to her house a head of her.

Her mother received him well. Mahothada stayed their for
seven days and tested her. He asked her to make a dried rice
cake, gruel and boiled rise with a cupful of rice. She did it cor-
rectly. Mahothada scolded her saying they were bad but Amara.
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bore with it without getting angry. Certain that Amara was a virtu-
ous woman, he asked for her hand in marriage offering the par-
ents his earnings from making dresses and a thousand he brought.
The parents seeing him as wise and endowed with behaviour and
characteristics of good lineagegave their consent, without asking
him of hiz lineage.

Mohathada brought Amara to the city and on the way he gave h_er
an umbrella and slippers. Amara did not-use the umbrella while travelling in
the plains but opened it when travelling under trees. She d‘id not use the
footwear when there was no water, but used it only to travel in water. When
Mahothada inquired, she replied that she used the umbrella under t.rees for
fear of old branches falling on her and used the footwear to travel in water
lest there were thomns she might step on They travelled on and when pass-
ing a plum tree, Mahothada said he would Jike to have some plums. She
climbed the tree and picked -some plums. She then asked if he would have
hot plums or ¢old plums. When he said he preferred hot pIum.s, she dropped
the plums on hot dusty ground. Then, when Mahothada again said he pre-
ferred cold plums, she dropped them on the grass. _

When they reached the city, Mahothada left her at the home of the
gate-keeper, and, entrusting a thousand silver fo a faithiul slave and asked
him to entice her. Amara told him that the money was not even worth the
dust that was on her husband's foot and that she was not single. Thrice he
was asked to do so and thrice she tumed him down. When she was sum-
moned with a royal order Amara said she had a husband and the courtiers
had to drag her away. When she arrived at Mahothada's house she notiged
that he was fliving in opulence. She did not recognize him, yel she sml!ed
and then wept. When asked why, she said the result of Fale was amazing
and it caused her to laugh for joy. Yet she wept because a prince_ of much
opuience would'want a woman who already had a husband, and pitied him.
Mahothada then asked the courtiers to take Amara back to the gate-keep-
er's house. The-next moming, Mahothada went to the palace. and tolq Queen
Udonbara Devi that ha had got himself a worthy wife. The Queen informed
the King of this and caused a grand wedding to be held. ]

Four Jeamed ministers used to get together at Minister Thayr_mkas,
house every day. These men, always unable to match Mahothada’s wisdom

vV Lt

and finding that the prince had won a wife who would complement his prow-
ess, decided one day saon after Mahothada’s marriage to connive and ap-
pioach the King in the hope of destroying Mahothada,

Thereafter, Minister Thaynaka stole the King's a ruby hair-braid, Min-
ister Pekkutha the King’s gold garland, Minister Karmeinda the King's rug,
Minister Dewainda the King’s gold anklet. Firstly, hiring a slave- woman, to
carry the hair-braid in a buttermilk pot, sent it to Mahothada's houss, in the
guise of selling buttermilk.

Wheg Amara noticed the unusual nature of the buttermilk seller, she

- @xamined the pot while the seller was absent, ‘Finding the King's braid, she

mainained her composure and asked the seller, whereupon she found out
that she was running an errand for the Minister Thaynaka. She asked the
woman’s and her parents’ names, noted thern down and inscribing these and
the date on which the pot was bought on it, kept it by. Likewise, she bought
the Myatlay flowsr basket containing the ‘King's gold garland from Minister
Pekkutha's house, the vegelable baskst containing the King's rug from Min-
ister Kameinda's house, and the bundle of muyaw paddy containing the King's
gold anklet from Minister Deweinda’s house and fully infomred Mahawthada
about what had transpired.

The four ministers, after causing the four ornaments of the King to be
sent to Mahothada’s house, went to the palace in_audience and asked the
King why he was not wearing the ornaments. When the King replied that they
had been lost, the ministers told His Majesty that Mahothada had stolen them.
When Mahothada entered in audience, the King, angry, turned the other way
and {eft the audience chamber and decreed that Mahgthada be kilied.

Mahothada escaped from the palate. In low profile, he took up resi-
dence at the house of the pot-maker in Dekkhina-Yawamizzhagon village. Then,
the four ministers each intent on taking Amara for himself, kept sending gifts
to her. She accepted all of them and bided time to receive them,

Than, Amara ordered a ditch dug within the house to hold four or five
persons, filled it -with fagces and covered it with a trap door and put up a
camouflage wall. At the appointed time, Minister Thenaka arrived. Amara took
him on to the wooden cover for a bath. When he was on the trap door, Amara
pretended to have to do something and unlatched the trap-door whereupon
Thenaka fell into the -cess pool. Similarly, she caused Pekkutha, Kameinda
and Dewainda to fall into the cess pool via the trap door. The four ministers
had to remain standing in the cess pool all night. When moming came, Amara
Devi summaned the servants, order them to shave the beards of the minis-
ters and after giving them only ercugh clothing to cover themselves, had hem
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glued; covered with cotton wool and individually put into rolled mats. The four
omaments were ksted, with names aftached and put together with the mat-
rolls of the ministers and each carried separately to the paiace. Then, the King
was informed that four white monkeys and ‘some ornaments were being pre-
sented. When the mat rolls were umwrapped, the King saw the four ministers.
Then, Amara told the King how the ministers has stolen the ornaments and
that Mahothada was innocent, The four ministers were immensely ashamed.
However, the King felt that if Mahotahda should haim,_ hirm, it was up to the
four ministers to defend him and they were duly_pardoned.’

While Mahothada was taking refuge in Dekkhina- -Yawamizzhagon vil- .
lage, the guardian spirit o the .umbrella to the ngs\hrone opened it one
night and asked'the King to solve four problems. These included: (1} Who is
the person who has to connnue to adore some one Who_ attacks the face with
hands and feét? (2) Altholigh cursing is not desired, who is the person who
continues. 10 adore someone who curses out at will? (3) Who is the person
who continues to adore someone who hurls accusations at each other? {4)
Who is the person whas continues to adore somecne even though he takes

away food, clothing and place to sleep?
The King promised to give the reply after consufting the ministers the

next morning. As day broke, he asked the ministers to give the answers. The
minksters were_unable to solve the problems, and, greatly disturbed, the King
had fo reply o the guatd|an spirt’ about the situation. Then, the guardian spirit
told the King that no one other than Mahothada would be able lo solve the
problems, adding that if Mahothada is summoned and asked"and cannot solve
them, she threatened to spiit the King's head into eight pieces and then dis-
appeared.

When morning -came, the King had the four ministers look for
. Mahothada and bring him into audience.’ They sought Mahothada’s
solution to the questions of the Guardian of the King's Throne. He said
the first question alluded to'a two-three month old son-and his par-
ents. When the child was held to- the mother's bosom for feeding, it
would push and kick the mother in her face and chest or pull her hair.
Yat she still loved it, Mahothada said. The second answer-concemed
the child of seéven-eight years who would not obey the mother when
asked to do petty-work and-when the mother threatened to beat him
with -2 split bamboo, he would curse her out and run away. Yet she
would notlose any love for it. The third answer concerned husband
and wife who would pretend to be jealous and disagreeable, yet in fact
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they loved each other yery much, he said. The fourth question con-
cerned the monks and Brahmin to whom the lay people would donate,

Whenever they consumed such. donations, they.-felt. very much
satisfied. When the King's Throne Guardian Spirit heard Mahothada’s
answers, she applauded him, and paid obeisance with a floral cup. The
King also appointed him the Incemparable. Chief of Staff.

Since Mahothada 'as Chief of Staft enjoyed.incompatable com-
forts and won great fame, the four ministets grew very.jealous and
schemed against him. Minister Thaynaka asked Mahothada whom he
should tell a secret, and the reply was no one. Then; Thaynaka and

“ the other three ministers entered into the King's audience and in their

nefarious scheme told the King that Mahothada had a secret plan and
would tell no one. They said the King should personally ask him if he
didt not believe them. At one of the audiences later,-the King asked
the ministers who they should confide a secret.in, and Thaynaka in
turn asked the king's opinion. “Fhe King replied that the good wife's
opinion ‘should be sought. So, the please the King, Thaynaka said
opinion an a secret should be sought of a god companion, Pekkutha
said the opinion of a good relative should be sought. Kameinda said
the opinion of a son who could act like a-father should be sought, and
Deweinda said the opinion of parents should be sought. Mahothada,
not fearing what fate might befall him, said in a straight forward man-
ner that no one should be consulted. When the King found that
Mahothada's answer .was just as Minister Thaynaka had said
Mahothada had told him, the King had doubts and felt uneasy. When
Mahothada saw Minister Thaynaka looking at the King gleefully, he
sensed that the four ministers had schemed against him.

Then, in order to know what the fout ministers: were up to, he
hid under a table where they would rest and consult sach. other every
day.. Thaynaka arrived at the table boasting with much satistaction that
the King had ordered him to kil Mahothada when he entered into
audience the next day.

When the four ministers got together, they talked about the main poirtc
of what they had told the King. Minister Thaynaka recounted how he onca en-
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joyed a woman of easy virtue, after which he kiled her and robbed her and then
shared the secret with a friend who would keep quiet.

Minister Pekkutha was referring 1o having confided to his trustworthy
brother the fact that he had leprosy. Minister Kameinda said he was referring to
having told his son who could keep the fact that ence a menth he ‘had a hydre-
phobia-ike attack secret. Minister Deweinda said he was referring to his mother
not keeping his telling her of having stolen the King's ruby secret. Then, reming-
ing one another not to forget to get rid of Mohathada the nexi day, they left the
place. Mohathada noted all he heard and retumed home. Then, he asked a
{rusted person 1o wait at the.palace gate that night and to bring someone who
had come out of the palace to him.

That night, the King, repenting he had given the dagger 1o Thaynaka to
kil Mahothada, could not go to sleep as usual and lay awake in a sad mood.
The Queen asked the King why he was so sullen. When he told her the truth,
she consoled him to sleep. When the King was fast asleep, the Queen wrote all

about what was going on and sent it lo Mahothada hidden in a cake, delivered”

by a trusted slave, asking him not to enter the palace the next moming. That
trusted slave met Mahothada's man at the palace gate and delivered what he
had brought for Mahothada. What she wrote was all he had known but he took
it as an act to be thankdul of, and went to sleep soundly.

Early in the moming, the four ministers bearing the King's sword were
waiting at the palace gate to kill Mahothada. Feeling disappointed that Mahothada
did not show up, the four ministers entered the palace. When the sun rose higher,
Mahothada, accompanied by a retinue, came to the paface in a carsage. Af the
palace gate he got off the camiage and paid obesiance to the palace. At that
moment, the King, who was looking out at the front gate from a Window, saw
what Mahothada was doing. Believing he would not be an enemy who would
kill him, he allowed him to enter the palace.

The King asked why Mahothada was late for audiemce and why he was
wailing at the door tifl he was beckened to enter, Mahothada answered that the
King had told the Queen the secret and that he had come to know about it and
had thus been afraid to enter and was therefore late. The King was very angry.
However, Mahothada told the King that he had already known about the minis-
ters’ plans when he hid under the table and listened to their conversation.

When the King asked the ministers who confessed to the scheme, he had
them put in jail. Mahothada told the King that a secret must be kept just as a
secret. Just as one would safely guard one’s pot of gold so as not to be stolen,
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one must guard one's secret. Til one has done what must be done, it shouki be
kept very secret and no one should be told, for that person could do cne hamm. If
a secret is tokl to the wife or one who does not love you, or someone who bribes
and befriends you, of to one who uses sweet words but is bad at heart, one could
very guickly get into trouble. When a. secret is known by someone else, it causes
one to be enomously frightened. tf there shoukd be something for which opinion
should be sought, it should be in the daytime or-where it is safe. Therefore,
Mahothada, quoting acts of the wise, told the King that due care must be taken to
see that no secret is leaked. When he heard these words, the King had the four
ministers taken outside the city and executed.

The sage Mahothada, after undoing the four ministers, taught the King how
toliveuptothe qualites ofagoedsovereigninkeepingwithancienttenetsandhelped
him rule the nation in peace and quiet. He made home affairs his duty and rebuilt the
city into a fine place, seeing to its development. He took measures to pravent the
enemy from approaching the city easily. As a result, traders from other cities and
nations came with theirmerchandise. On the information provided by the merchants
he prepared presents for a hundred kings of other nations, got a hundred of his
colleagues to deiiver these and hadthem stay there as emissaries. They took note
ofthe goings-on and secrets in those countries and passed them on to Mahothada.

At that time, there reigned a- Sufani Brahmadat king named
Thinkhapata in Uttarapyinsalarit nation in Kapila region. The King had a
minister named Kaywut. Mahothada received a secret message from his
emissary that the King was accumulating arms and ammunition.

Mahothadahad a parrotwho could speak like a human, which he kept
in a golden cage. He sent the parrot to gather intelligence concerning the
plans otthe King of Uttarapyinsalarit. The day it arrived, it heard the Brahmin
Kaywut advising the King to conquer other smali kingdoms, while they were
talking inthe park. On hearing such plans, the parrot dropped excreta on the
Brahmin's head and returned to Mahothada to deliver the news.

Mahothada made arrangements to fortify his city. King Sulani
Brahmadat, as advised by the Brahmin, ordered his troops to surround
small kingdoms and the Brahmin entered them to persuade the kings thers
not to resist. That way, they conquered 99 nations and proceeded to
conquer Mitila nation. However, Brahmin Kaywut knew Mahothada’s wis-
dom and put off taking the kingdom at once. Mahothada had known in
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advance from his frusted emissary that Sulani Brahmadat had planned to
give poisoned wine to the 99 inferiof kings. Therefore, to save the lives of

those Kings, he sent a hundred brave men, who, while making, with the

courtiers and preparing places for the 99 kings, pretended to ready a:place
for King Wedeharit and broke up the pots containing the poison.

Kirig Sulani Brahmadat, angered by whatthe brave men of Mitilahad done
began his march onto Mitila with the 99inferiorkings. He wouldnot heed Brahmin
Kaywut's protest. Arrivingin Mitila atnight, King Sulani Brahmadat surroundedthe
city in severalcircles. Minister Thaynaka and others were scared. Mahothada,
who had made prior plans, was not scared and entered the palace for audience,
When toldthat SulaniBrahnadat's forces hadencircled hecity, the King said King
Sulani Brahnadat's mother Salaka Devi was a sage.

Mahothada advised the King not to be perturbed and also sent
heralds into town beating gongs and reminding them to remain calm. He
arranged entertainments within the city. When King. Sulani Brahmadat
heard about it and enguired, a trusted emissary Mahothada had sent
outside the city lied to him that King Wideharit was rejoicing over the vicotry
of 100 Kings.

King Sulani Brahmadat's forces stormed the city but
Mahothada's forces fiercely repulsed them and even after 15 days,
they could not get into the city. With the intention of depriving the city
of water and giving no access to water outside, Brahmin Kaywut's
forces blocked passage. Mahothada took a bamboo pole thirty yards
long, cut holes in the nodes, put water and mud into the pole and
planted lotus seeds. When the lotus plants flourished, he took the long
lotus stems, dropped them onto King Pyinsalarit's forces and thus ridi-
culed them.

Mahothada's trusted men took the lotus stems and presented
them to King Sulani Brahmadat, telling him that they have heard of a
lake some forty-yards long in the city. From then on, they stopped
blocking water from being carried into the city and started blocking
rice from getting into the city.

Then, Mahothada put mud on the surface of the city walls and

planted paddy. When the paddy plants sprouted, the trusted men of
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Mahothada told King Sulani Brahmadat that there was so much paddy

in ebundance in the city that they had thrown what was in exoess

around and thus the paddy patches had sprouted. Then, King Sulani

Brahmadat blocked entry of firewood into the city. Mahothada brought

plenty of firewood close to the city walls and piled them high and his

trusted men told those who held siege that there was enough firewood

stockpiled in the city. i ' '

Then King Sulani Brahmadat, was unable to take Mittila nation,

and Brahmin Kaywut advised his King to hold a debate and whoever "
had ‘to hold his hands in supplication would be the loser, sensing

" Mahothada was younger and would supplicate to him. Mahothada, hav-

ing known the plan in advance, borrowed the big ruby from the King
and, putting it on his palm, headed toward Brahmin Kaywut. King Sulani
Brahmadat and other 98 minor kings had been waiting in the yard
outside. where the debate was expected to take place. When Brahmin
Kaywut saw the ruby in Mahothada's paim, he was overcome by greed.
Mahothada said, “Take this ruby as a present”, but passing Kaywut's
hand, he dropped it on the ground. When™ Kaywut, gresdy as he was,
bent down to pick the ruby up, Mohathada said afoud for afl to hear,
“Please don’t supplicate to me who is about as young as your grand-
son”. While saying that, he pushed Kaywut's forehead to ground and
rubbed it with the earth, thus bruising and cutiing it. Mahiothada's men
picked up the ruby and kept it. Then, they declared that Kaywut sup-
plicated to ‘our master. King Sulani Brahmadat and the minor kings, see-
ing' Kaywut in a position of obeisance, declared they had lost the de-
bate and the war and fled. Mahothada's forces went after them and
drove them away. Then, Kaywut explained all that had happened and
gathering his men who had fled went back to their wooden fortress.
Having lost in the match of wits, Brahmin Kaywut advised King
Sulani'Brahmadat:to-attack the city. When the scheme was known by
Mahothada through his trusted men, Mahothada planned a match of
wits again instead of fighting and asked King Wideharit's adviser Brah-
min Anukaywut to see him. Anukaywut arranged to give King
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Pyinsalarit's ‘men food and delicacies and would be pretending to talk
of his dislike for the people of Mittila. While they were thus engaged,
'Mahothada's forces would catch them and get them to leave, as pun-
ishment, Then, pretending to bear a grudge against Mahothada,
Anukaywut would' advise warriors of Pyinsalarit to attack from the side
of a moat infested with crocodiles, and if they should retreat,- he
would tell the King that these men were Mahothada's, putting secret
markings on their uniforms as Mahothada’s men in order to convince
" King Sulani Brahmadat. Then, he would make the King believe that
Brahmin Kaywut and his forces wers siding with Mahothada and get
King Pyinsafarit to escape during the night. He had this master plan
despatched to Mahothada’s forces. King Pyinsalarit's men, believing
their King was captured by Mahothada ran helter skelter. With alt of
them having escaped in the night, Wideharit citizens confiscated
whatever they left behind. Mahothada rewarded Brahmin Anukaywut
immensely.

Although a year had passed since King Sutani Brahmadat had lost
the batile, whenever Kaywut saw the scar on his forehead in the
mirror, he begrudged Mahothada. Therefore, he hatched a plot to use
King Wideharit's daughter Pyinsala Sandi as bait and get rid of both
Mahothada and his King and take the city. He informed King Sulani
Brahmadat of it.

As Kaywut told the King about the plan on the balcony of the
palace, a female grackle bird overheard it. The King had verse and
letters composed in praise of the beauty of his daughter and had
these recited in other capitals. The verses were also sung in Mittila
nation and when King Wideharit heard these he had an obsession
for her,

When Brahmin Kaywut heard the news, he informed King Sulani
Brahmadat about it. and carrying presents, went to Mittila, hoping to
create liaison. When the people of the kingdom heard about it, they
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were happy, thinking King Sulani Brahmadat no longar bore a grudge
on their King.

Mahothada the sage had doubts as to the intent of wanting to
give the princess’ hand in ‘marriage as the offer was made by a swomn
enemy. So, he contacted his trusted man in Pyinsafarit nation. The man
replied that although he did not know why Minister Kaywut hag ar-
rived in order to offer the princess’ hand, he understood that the King
and Kaywut held a secret talk on the balcony of the palace spire sec-
tion and could have been overheard by the custodian female grackle.

As soon as Mahothada got the reply, he guessed that Minister
Kaywut and King Pyinsalarit had worked out a scheme to cheat, He,
therefore, mads special decorations along the route Kaywut would bs
taking, from the door through which he wouid enter, to the palace gate
and fronh there to his house. After he finished decorating, he allowed
Kaywut to enter the city. After offering the presents he had brought to
the King, Kaywut went to Mahothada's house. Instead of welcoming and
entertaining Kaywut, Mahothada ordered him to be beaten and driven
off as planneq in advance with his trusted men.

When the King knew that Kaywut had thus been treated, he rea-
soned that Mahothada, with his wisdom and presence of mind, must
have guessed the motive, and asked Minister Thaynaka whether he
should go to the other kingdom to accept Pyinsalarit's daughter's hand
in marriage or not. Thaynaka replied that he should. Similarly, Minister
Pekkutha and his two colleagues advised that the King should go.

When the King asked Mahothada's opinion, he replied that King
Sulani Brahmadat having failed to take Mittila by military means was
using the persuasive marital power, giving an example. The King was
furious and had Mahothada banished under a royal order. Mahothada
paid the King obeisance and went to his house. Although the King was
angry because Mahothada did not agree with him, he had affection for
the sage and pitied him, so he did not order the courtiers to arrest
Mahothada and carry out the royal order of banishment.

Mahothada did not mind the King's invectives and degradation,
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and did not want to see his master the king falling into a trap.- He sent
his parrot to Pyinsalarit nation to get information from the female grackle.

When the parrot arrived at the side of the female grackle, he intro-
duced himself in disguise as one from Arintapura in the Kingdom of Thiwarit.
When the grackle asked why he had coms, he said his spouse the fe-
male grackle had been ‘seized by the kite and had lost her [ife. His mas-
ter, he said, asked him to look for her, who resembled the dead pet and
of equal stature, and intended to ask for her hand in marriage and that he
had come as a messenger. The femalé grackle was very pleased to hear
what the parrot said.

Then, the parrot and the female grackle rejoiced and led the
tife of husband and wite. The next morning, the parrot, using a trick,
told the grackle that as King Sulani Brahmadat arranged to give the
hand of his beautiful daughter Princess Pyinsala Sandi in marriage
to his enemy King Wideharit, other kings had taken the news in
disbelief. The grackle, in order to strengthen the parrot's love for
her, toid him how King Sulani Brahmadat had planned in secret for
such a deal. The parrot was overjoyed and stayed with the grackle
all night, but in the morning he sought her permission to return to
Mittita to ask for the King's consent to their marriage, and leHt. When
he gotto Mahothada, he told him all he had heard from the female
grackle.

Mahothada was aware that in such circumstances great misfor-
tune would befall King Wideharit if he went to Pyinsalarit. Therefore, he
asked the King’s permission for him to go to Pyinsalarit in advance and
then, only after preparing the marriage chamber after consulting King
Sulani Brahmadat should King Wideharit go over, Then, as his forces,
he took the prisoners. Afterwards, he gathered architects, carpenters,
masons and others totalling one hundred and eighteen million and hear-
ing tools and. implements, they marched toward Pyinsalarit.

On the way, after a certain length, he built a village.and left it in
the care of a minister. He aiso left instructions that when the King had
married Princess Pyinsala Sandi and returned Home, these villages

F.isp

wlould have to have elephants,. horses and chariots ready 1o cq

he.m to his kingdom as quickiy as possible. When he arriveg atn:r?y |
Blver Ganges, he asked his. birthmate Ananda 1o lead 300 carpentere
th 300 boats upriver to bring timber on those boats. After crossing th:
Ganges, Mahothada arranged to have two sets of tunnels to be dug
from the riverbank to King Pyinsalarit's palace and then only entered
the city.

When King Sulani Brahmadat heard that Mahothada had arrived
he was happy because King Wideharit would soon arrive and his plan’
would be fulfilled. While entering the palace, Mahothada carefully noted
the_ stairway of the covered passage to the palace and studied how his
tunlnels should be placed. He asked the King's permission to repair the
stairway, and King Sutani Brahmadat, not knowing his plan and thinking
Mahothada had much affection for him, consented. He also permitted
Mahothada to requisition a suitable house for the marriage chamber and
even allowed him to place his own guards to prevent those who might
disturb and to ensure the palace door. —

Mahothada chose from among his retinue strong and robust men 1o
guard. against anyone entering the palace area from the gate toward King
Sulani Brahmadat's palace right up to the stairway. Then, he ordered his
retimue to destroy the house of the King's mother, Salaka Devi. When she
asked about the commetion inside the bulkling, she was told that Mahothada
was dismantiing it to build in its place a patane for King Wideharit to stay
during his visit. Sataka Devi was furious and went to the palace to complain
to her son. When she got to the gate, Mahothada's gate-keepers would not
allow her in. Only when she went to Mahothada and paid him a hundred
thousand sitvers did Mohothada agree to spare her house.

Again, when Mahothada's men went to dismantle Minister Kaywut's
house, it was spared when he paid them a hundred thousand silvers, Simi-
larfy, Mohothada's men went to the houses of the royal relatives, they were
spared after they paid the men. Thus, they got about ninéty milfion silvers.
Then, Mahothada went into audience with the King,

He told the King that since the houses in the city were grand
houses, a temporary, cheap house buitt for the royal couple among tham
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would make residents unhappy. Therefore, he asked that a temperary
buliding be allowed between the city and the River Ganges independently.
The King consented, reasoning that since it would be outside the palace
compound, it would be casy to differentiate between the men of each side
and also fo catch King Wideharit and Mahothada and kift them. He even
ordered that citizens be prevented from going to the place. Mahothada
said his elephants were comfortable only when they bathed in the river and
asked that they be allowed to bathe there and be excused if they tumed

the water muddy. The King also consented to this.
Then, Mahothada, with his forces, left for the chosen place and

built a temporary palace, together with the tunnels. Sixty-thousand of
Mahothada's men started tunneliing from the area near the Gangzs r'zht
up to King Sulani Brahmadat's palace gate, which was quite some dis-
tance. The earth dug up while tunnelling was carried outside to the bank
of the river in leather bags and dumped in the river where the elephants
trampled and played with it. They proceeded to tunnel from the gate to
the stairway of the palace. The earth removed from that tunnel was used
to raise the ground under the palace outside to a height of thirty-six feet.
The city was named Upakari because of its closeness to Pyinsalarit City
and because it was meant for the good of King Wideharit. The tunnel's
80 big doors, 64 small doors, 101 doors carrying lights, and the 101
doors to the palace ware all mechanized and could be opened and
closed simuitaneously.

The palace where the royal mariage was to take-place was built on
the bank of the Ganges next to the tunnel's entrance. All the work was
finished in four months. Then, word was sent to King Wideharit to come and
he started out on his joumey.

When King Wideharit arrived on the bank of the Ganges, accom-
panied by his retinue, Mahothada welcomed him and Jook him to the
Upakari Cily without letting him see the tunnelling. Then, he sent word
to King Sulani Brahmadat about the arrival. King Sulani Brahmadat
rejoiced at the prospect of caiching and killing his arch-enemy King
Wideharit and Minister Mahothada, and sent word back saying he would

be sending his daughter tha Princess. At the same time, he gol the
minor kings and forces ready for battle.

Then, keeping his mother Queen Salaka Devi, his Queen Nanda
Devi, his son Prince Pyinsaia Sandi and daughter Princess Pyinsala
Sandi well-guarded in a secure place, he set out, accompanied by
minor kings and with a large relinue and forces to catch King Wideharit
and Mahothada. When they arrived at Upakari City, they had it sur-
rounded by men on elephants, cavalry, charioleers and infantrymen in
four circles.

Mahothada ordered the city gate closed and sent his men fo
Sulani Brahmadal's palace, using the tunnels, and had them bring the
Queen Mother, the Queen, the Prince and the Princess. King Wideharit
got worried, for though Sulani Brahmadat said he was bringing the
Princess to give away, he had brought such an army. So, he consuited
Mahothada and other wise men. Minister Thaypaka and others told him
there was no need lo worry, but -when Mahothada told the King that
Sulani Brahmadat had come to catch him, the others got scarsd.
Mahothada lold the King who was aiso very frightened, that sucih a
situation had come about because he did not listen to his advice and
asked the King to arrange for escape with Minister Thaynaka and
clthers. The King and the four ministers asked for pardon. Mahothada
said he would save them and arranged to take them via the tunnels.
At the exit of the tunnels, Sulani Brahmadat's mother, the Quesn, the
Prince and the Princess saw King Wideharit they thought they had’
fallen into. the hands of the enemy and cried bitterly. Mahothada
arranged to have the royal marriage ceremony of King Wideharit and
Princess Pyinsala Sandi conducted in the tunnels. Then, they went out
to the hank of the Ganges, where birthmate Ananda’s barges wiich
were waiting in readiness, took them back (o Mitlila.
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Mahothada woke up, washed himself and had his breakfast. Then,
he dressed himself in fine clothes and ordered his attendants to open the
balcony window. Then, he walked to and fro within sight of King Sulani
Brahmadat. In order to catch Mahothada, the King quickly headed toward
the door on his elephant. :

Then, Mahothada jokingly teld King Sulani Brahmadat to take off his
armour, leave his four-edged sword and to retum to the palace without
attempting anything in vain. The King thought Mahothada was making fun
of him not knowing he was in danger. So, he declared that he would catch
and kil Mahothada and then have a victory drink.

Mahothada told the King that his plan would not work because he
had already known about the King and Minister Kaywut discussing their
plans, that King Wideharit had retumed to Meittila the previous night taking
with him King Sulani's mother, his queen, the prince and the princess and
that if they arrest ang kill him, all the others would be killed by the King of
Meittila. Not believing, he asked the courtiers 1o go and see and when it was
found to be true, he was very angry with Mahothada,

Mahothada then told the King that once King Wideharit was back at
his palace in Meitlila, he would release and send back Queen Nanda Dew,
the Queen Mother and the Prince and that he had planned in this manner
because he desired friendship between the two kings and invited him to view
the maze of turnels. The King abandoned his weapon and, together with the
minor kings, went along with Mahothada to view the tunnels, He greatly
praised Mahothada's abliity. Then, taking his weapon out from where he had
hidden it, he threatened the King. When the King was fnghtened, Mahothada
put the weapans down and told him that he would not want to harm the King
and that he only wanted tc' show his ability. He said the King could kill him

it he wished, or pardon him for life if he did not want to kill him. The King
pardoned him. The kings did not know how to get out of the maze of tunnels,
so, Mahothada had to step on the switch and released them. When

Mahothada told them that his bithmates had to save them when they were -

about to be killed and a victory feast held for the occasion, each of the minor
kings paid respects to Mahothada.

King Sulani Brahmadat asked their pardon and held a grang feast for
seven days a the royal marriage chamber at the entrance to the tunnels
before retuming to Pyinsalarit. The King gave Mahothada presents of gold,
siver, elephants, horses and others and requested him fo stay in their

country. Mahothada promised to come and settle there when the King was
no longer there and, accompanied by his forces and retinue, retumed to
Meittila kingdom.

When Minister Thaynaka knew about Mahothada's retum, he went
and informed King Wideharit about it. Al the citizens also welcomed him
back heartily. Mahothada reported all that had taken place to the King,
teling him that the two kingdoms had become friendly. Then, he helped
King Sulani Brahmadat's mother, his queen and the prince to Pyinsafarit
kingdom. _
. King Wideharit gave King Sulani Brahmadat's daughter, Princess Pyinsala

Sandi equal standing with his earlier Queen, Udonbara Devi. After a year
pgssed, Queen Pyinsala Sandi gave birth to Prince Deegawu. When the
Pnnfze was ten years old, the King died and Mahothada gave the throne
to him and asked permission to go to Pyinsalarit to serve King Sulani
Brahmadat as he had- promised earlier. The Queen and the Prince per-
suaded him not to, but Mahothada said he would serve both kingdoms
from Pyinsalaiit and look after the wellbeing of both nations. Having made
that promise, he took his family and retinue and left for Pyinsalarit. The
people of the land cried and saw him off on his_way.

When King Sulani Brahmadat got news of Mahothada'’s coming, he
assembled his retinue and waited outside the city to welcome him. With
great cersmony, he was welcomed and asked to enter the city. He was
provided with a big mansion to live in and also giveri districts and town-
ships. From the day of his arrival, Mahothada went into alidience with
King Sulani Brahmadat every day.

In King Sufani Brahmadat's Pyinsalarit nation, there wes a learned
female heretic whose name was Bedi. She would come to have her food
at the palace every day. However, she and Mahothada had ot met one
another. Queen Nanda Devi could not ever forgive Mahothada and asked
her retinue of five hundred to find fault in him and set him up against the
King. As instructed, the courtiers tried all the time to find fault in Mahothada,

One day, when the heretic Bedi was ieaving the palace after having
her meal, she met Mahothada at the enirance to the palace. When
Mahothada saw her, he stood still, paying respects. As a gesture of asking
it he had been honoured by the King although he had been attendihg W
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him, she heid her palm out flat. In response. Mahothada, in a gesture that
he had not been henoured, held one of his hands in a fist. Meaning 10 ask
why he did not become a heretic like her if he had not been honoured, she
gestured by brushing her head with her palm. Mahothada, meaning to
reply that he could not do so because he wasn't alone and had a tamily
to support, he made a gesture brushing his stomach with his palm.
After thus making enquiries with Mahothada, Bed went to her living
quarters. Mahothada paid respects 10 her and went into audience with the King.
The Queen's courtiers who had witnessed Mahothada and Bedi communica-
fing, camed a complaint o the King saying the two were planning to take away
his possessions. When the King asked for details, they interpreted that the
heretic Bedi gestured asking why Mahothada had not been able to destroy King
Sulani Brahmadat who was just as small as his paim, why he didn't get the
kingdom in his hands by showing her open palm. They interpreted Mahothada's
showing his fist as a gesture meaning he had the four-edged sword in hand
and that he would take: the kingdom in two or three days by kiling the King.
When Bedi gestured asking if Mahothada would cut the King's head off, they
said he answered by gesture saying he would cut the King's body in two.
The next moming, Parebaik arrived in the palace to have breakfast.

King Sulani Brahmadat then approached her fo ask if she and Mahothada had
metl or not. She told the King that fhey had met and that she had tested his
intelligence. Alter she had breaklast and left, Mahothada came to have auds-
ence with the king, who asked him if he had met Parebaik the previous day.
Mahothada replied that they had met, not spoken but only asked and answered
questions by signs. The king was very pleased and trusted Mahothada greatly
ang appointed him a warrior and put him in charge of 2ll interior affairs.
Mahothada became suspicious of the king's putting him in charge of
all interior affairs within the day, except for kingship. He was unable to see if
it was just simply to honour him or to find fault with him and kill him. There-
fore, he went to Parebaik to ask her te inguire into the king's real intention.

{0 R |

The next moming, Parebaik, after having breakfast, drew the king aside
from the courtiers. She then asked what he would do if he went in a boat to
the ocean where the guardian ogre of the ocean was and it he and six other
parsons— Queen Mother Salaka Devi, Queen Nanda Devi, brother Tikhina
Mandi Prince, the king's playmate the chef Dhana Thekha, Minister Kaywut
and Mahothada— were adrift in the ocean and the guardian ogre asked for
the six in that order what he would do to save them from the danger.

Under the circumstances, the king said, he might give himself up to
the guardian ogre, but not Mahothada. Parebaik, having leamt the king's good-
will toward Mahothada, felt happy. However, as she wanted all the courtiers
and retinue to know it, she asked the king to assemble all in audience and
asked the question again, to which the king gave the answer that he would
not give Mahothada away.

Then, Parebaik told the citizens of Pyinsalarit that knowledge helps to
solve all problems and that it was very valuable and one with knowledge looks
after one's interests at present and also that of others and sends one on the
way to another existence where one can also enjoy benefits. She said this in
henour of Mahothada’s wisdom and knowledgs.

After that Mahothada enjoyed all the benefits and fame throughout the
Universe and was in second position only to the king. He oked after the
people’s inlerests and the royal interests till he died, when he went fo
Tavatimsa abode of celestial beings where he also enjoyed an honourable

pasiion, (End)
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Buridat Jataka

It was in the reign of King Byamadat in Baranathi
in ancient times. The regency was given to the son and
gradually he gained quite a lot of following, so much so
it worried his father. Finally he ordered his son to stay
somewhere outside the city until he died to take the
throne:'. So, obediently the son went out of the city alone,

found a place in the valley between Yamonna River and

the ocean, and lived as a hermit.
At about the same time, a female dragon who had

lost her husband in the dragons’ city below the ocean
came out to seek enjoyment like her married dragon
friends and came upon the prince’s place, while he was
out for food. She wanted to know if he was living so at
will or otherwise. So she prepared a bed of fragrance of

godly flowers and left.

In the evening, he came back from his search for
fruits. He found the dragon’s bed and happily spent the
night there. The next day he went out for food again. At
that time the dragon came and saw the flowers wilting.
She re-made the bed with new flowers and left. The

prince on his return found and slept in that bed but he

¥ L A

wanted to know who it was. So he pretended to go out

for food but hid in a place not far from there.

The dragon came again bearing alot of floral fra-
grance and he saw her, and became attracted to het. The
dragon too was attracted by him and they lived together,
and in. time, had a sor, Thagara, and a ‘daughter
Thamokdaza. They got the names from their pr'oximi‘t;

to the ocean.

One day, a hunter from i i
place and after somc talk liaiﬁzh;cf allcnn?)\? tt;m
prince. So, he went back to the palace with néﬁre
of the prince's whereabouts, 'Upon retuim l'ié"ééﬁitsa
to lSnow that the king had died. Sd'h‘el'to'l‘d the
ministers a‘bout the prince whereupon the minis-
g:lrs gave him some fine presents and had him led
l.liv'emtto the prince. They finally met him and asked
donnl'l | 0 come back with th?m'and"taigc”é the king-
. The prince consulted with' the dragon i
;; The dragon said that) *being: dragoriégfhe;b}?;cit

1€ power to reduce one to ashes.if they looked ‘at
him in anger, and so refused (o go"with the fnrince
The prince repeatedly asked her to, come but re-
peatedly she refused. She s;—;itf;he could take their
son and daughter along but they being mercantile
::reatures he musJ:,carry,,-t_hg;m-inaiboét full of wa-
er and he must also.dig a big lake to:keep them
when he got to the palace. Then the:dfagon' baid

.obeisance to him turning clockwi
1g clockwise and w
weeping to her land: o e

i Un'ha_ppi-ly'.rctlire:-princ'e had a boat .d'ug.'and
illed with water and many fragrant flowers for
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the son and daughter to get home. With all that
he went home and reigned there. In the palace
he had Paukkha Rani Lake built for his children
to play in. One day as water in the lake was
changed, a turtie came into the lake. As the prince
-and the princess played in the water, the turtle
put his head out and then put his head in. The
prince and the princess became apprehensive and
reported it to the king.

“The king had the turtle caught and appropri-
ately dealt with. Some said it should be powdered
and cooked to be eaten, some said it should be put
to cinders, some said it should be dismantled and
cooked within the mantle, some said it should be
put into Yamona River gorge. Finally the turtle was
placed in-Yamona River gorge, whereby the turtle
got to the land of the dragons.

At that time the sons of Datarahta, the King of
Dragons, saw the trutle and caught it. The turtle lied
that he was Seitta Sula, the Missionary of the King
of Baranathi, his mission being to send a daughter
to the dragon king, so asking il to be taken to the
dragon king.

Young dragons took him to the king with the
happy tidings. The King said he could not be a royal
emissary but later acquiesced and sent four dragons
withotlit the turtle to handle the matter. Whep they
got to a lake the turtle dived in saying he would get
lottis buds and eggs for the princes and princesses
from the depths and remained behind. The dragons
thought he had gone ahead and touk the shame of
men to enter the royal court and explain that they
had come for the marrlage of Princess Thamuddaza
‘to-Dragon King Datarahta as told by Scitta Sula tur-
tle.

The King of Baranathi said marriage between
men and dragons was inepi. Angered the dragons
went back and reported it to their king. The King of
Dragons was angered and sent the dragons to
Baranathi to smite and fill them with fear but not to
persecute or harm the men, because of his love for
Princess Thamuddaza.

When people sensed fear as fumes came out of
the dragons’ nostrils, the question was put to the
dragons who explained that the king of dragons was
furious for King Byamadat's failure to present his
daughter Thamuddaza, whereupon the people, went
to the king to ask for it. The four dragons in the king's
chamber too asked for it. In fear the king promised
three time? to present his daughter Thamuddaza.

Thereupon the dragons went back to create a
paradise-like nation about one gawud away. King
Byamadat persuaded his daughter, had her hair
washed and had her properly clothed and sent with
a master coach flanked by ministers and entourage.
She was well received by the dragon king with proper
entourage and given a great deal of gifts. The king
had her entourage dressed as humans with offers of
heavy penalties for those who served dragon-style.
The queen so thought it was a human abode and
took her pleasure with the king of dragons.

Queen Thamuddaza gave birth to four sons named’
Thudatthana, Datta, Thubawga, and Arihta. The sec-
ond son Datta was an embryo-Buddha. She did not
know it was a dragons’ city till she had given birth to
four sons. One day the youngest son heard from other
lesser dragons that his mother was a dragon. So to test
It, he assumed the form of a dragon's tail while seeking
milk from his mother. Shocked Queen Thamuddaza got
rid of him with her hand. It turned one eye blind. Hear-
ing the shocked cry from the queen. the King aske:d
and came to know it was the youngest son, whereupon
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he made to catch and kill him. The queen begged him
pol (o do that and finally gol her way. The son got his
name changed to Kanarihta.

When the four sons came of age, the king divided
the kingdom of five hundred yojanas into five smallcr
ones, cach of one hundred yojanas, and gave four hun-
dred to his sons, while gnjoying one hundred himscll,
having cach son attended by 16,000 femalc dragons.

The sons Thudatthana, Thubawga and Kanarihta
paid obeisance to the parents once a month but em-
bryo;Buddha Datta did so only once in one month and
a half. Any problem in the dragons’ land had to be sct-
tled by Datta, and even wlhen his father, the king, was
in audience with Satumaharit Wirapakka, the king of
nats, any problem arising in the nat world, had to be
sctiled by Datta himsell.

One day, Wirupakka with an ¢ntourage of drag-
ons was in the abode of Tavatimsa secking the audi-
ence of the king of nats when there arose a problem
among that crowd and there was nobody to settle it,
whereon Datta took a seat on the high throne and set-
tled the matter. Thereon, the king of nats lauded him
as being full of earth’s size in wisdom and named him
Buridat. From that day on Buridat had to serve daily
with the nat king. Thereupon he thought of keeping
sabbath and when he got to the parents place, he asked
their permission and kept sabbath at a garden in a si-
lent place in the land of dragons, but it was surrounded
by music of the female dragons. So without taking per-
mission from his parents but only his wife, he went to
a place near Yamona River to keep sabbath, asking his
entourage to come and fetch him only after that time.
At that place, he turned himsell into a body of plough-
share and kept the four sabbaths giving a charity of his
body and limbs. Each dawn the female dragons would
carry his body to the land of dragons. In this way the
embryo-Buddhé kept sabbath. i

At that time a ponna named Nethada with
his son Thomadat was living in the village near
the bridge of Baranathi, earning a living hunt-
ing deer. One day he was finding it difficult to
get deer, so he chose one from the herd hat
came down to drink water at Yamona River near
the enbryo-Buddha's restidence. One deer hit ran
to the banyan tree by Buridat's anthill but Just
then Buridat came back. The two ponnas hid
the deer somewhere and climbed up- then fork
to spend the. night.

"That night, female dragons came up to lay
the flowery carpet for efubryo-Buddha who then
lay upon it with the grace of Thagyamin. When
the female dragons played music in attendance,
the ponna came down and made enquiries.
Buridat replicd he was a powerful dragon. Fears
ing the ponna would take him by means of a
snake-charmer to the human abode, he prom-
ised to take him to the land of the dragons. The
ponna consented and he really did.

When it was time for Buridat to pay obei-
sance to parents once every month and a half,
keeping sabbath all the time, He took the ponna
and son there and attended to their needs before
he went back to the dragon's land. However the
ponna could not stay in the dragons’ land for more
than a year so' he got permission of hts happy son
after many times and asked Buridat to let them
get back to the human abode. Buridat hage him
a ruby that let him get whatever he wanted, with-
out telling anyone where he had kept sabbath, but
the ponna refused saying he would go on to live
as a rahan. So Buridat asked him to come again
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if he decided to renounce rahanship, and sent for
dragons to send the ponnas to Baranathi. The
duly did so.

dragogfx meYWay back they passed’a lake whercci
upon they took ‘off the dragons’ clothes and
bathed. Thereupon the clothes ‘disappeared aind
their old clothes came back. The son Cl:[‘ ;3
thinking the father lost the fine clothes. 1;
elder ponna said there were plenty of deer a;t
he would earn their living hunting deer as be-
fore. m

When they got home, the e‘lder_'ponna
asleep from tiredness and the woman asked the son
about their long absence. The son retold their story
in the land of the dragons. When the mother asked
about any treasure, the son told her about ihe all-

werful ruby. The woman was very angry with her
husband for his refusal. So the ponna _indeed-‘had
to go out Into the wild to earn a living hunting deer
as before. :

At that time, galon-bird living in Letpandaw of
the south ocean smote the waters of the ocean with

_the force of the wind of his wings and snatched the
head of a dragon to fly off to Himalayas.

At that time a ponna from Kathikarit was liv-
ing at the place in Himalayas as a hermit. The her-
mit-was in repose under the great banyan tree when
the galon watched the dragon and the dragon hap-
pened to have wound round the tree. Unknowingly the
galon exerted its strength, uprooting the banyan from
the roots. The galon took the dragon to the Letpan tree
and ate dragon oil, throwing the carcass into the
ocean. The banyan tree fell with a terrible sound
whereupon the galon saw upon reflection it had taken
the tree from the hermit's presence. The galon In the
guise of a boy approached the hermit and asked if he

was responsible. The hermit replied he was not be-
cause he had no motivation to uproot the tree. Heart-
ened, the galon said he would give anti-venom
mantam, The hermit refused, so finally the galon gave
the snake-charming mantra and left.

At that time, a ponna from Bayanathi, being
so-debt-ridden, came out of town to die but he
reached the hermitage and stayed on there doing
xxx, The hermit was thankful and wanted to give
him snake-charming mantra but the ponna refused.
After repeated requests the ponna finally learnt the
snake-charming mantra. After one or two days, he
asked permission and went out, and got near
Yamona River. At that time about a thousand drag-
ons of Buridat's female entourage were playing all
three parts of the night with the all-powerful ruby.
When it was dawn and the dragons got ready to go
away with the ruby the ponna arrived there to chant
the mantra. They could not even take the ruby but
dived into the earth to the dragons’ land. The ponna
happily got the ruby.

At that moment, ponna Nethada and son
Thawmadat were entering the forest to hunt for deer
and after enquiries with the poor ponna they saw it
was the all-powerful Tuby offered them by Buridat.
Nethada said it would be useless to one who did
not know the ruby to use that ruby and offered to
buy the ruby at a hundred units in gold. The poor
ponna refused but said he would pay the ruby in
exchange for their showing the place of a dragon of

extraordinary ability.
Nethada ponna thought the poor ponna wag a

galon but later found he was not. So he consuited
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with his son to expose Buridat's place. His son re-
fused égain and again and at the end attained
Branmahood-in his next life.

Nethada took the snake charming ponna to the
recluse of Buridat. When they eventually saw him
‘Nethada told him to catch him with his charms.
Buridat heard it but did not wish to break his Sab-
bath so remained in state. The charmer ponna gave
the ruby to Nethada but it fell off the latter’s hand
down to the ground to the land of the dragons.

The snake-charming ponna promised to let
Buridat go when he got a thousand units in
money but in' reality he did not. He made a
royal charm, put Buridat in there and carried
on. ‘Findlly he got to Baranathi. Fifteenth day
after, sabbath day, there was going to be a
snake charming show in the royal courts dis-
play. ris

-On thé 'day Buridat' 'got caught, mother
Thamoddaza ‘had a 'dream. It was about see-
page:iof bleod:froni removdl of the fight-arm by
a man with a red .eye. Taking it as ani'omen
about herself and :her four.sens espeacially. about
Buridat. — so mmuch so that she cried all the
time for days.

At that time Thudathana got to the moth-
. er's. house. Finding her crying-and asking her

_ uAabout .it, he knew it..So; the mother and he
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went to Buridat. Not finding him there,
thereby they cried from the top of the terrace.
At the same time, sons Thubawga and
Kanarita got to the mother's place, heard her
cries and followed them to where they were
and soothed them.

Finally they shared duties to find Buridat
— Kanarita in the nat world, Thubawga in the
Himalayas and Thudathana in the human.
world.

Thudathana took the guise of a hermit and
after paying obeisence to' the mother, left, with
Azamukhi, the cousin who loved Buridat so
much, 'In his ears. He saw the place Buridat was
captured and then taken on the ponna's' charm-
ing tour. Finally they got to the court, of the king

of Baranathi.

At that time, the charmer had Buridat dance for al
in the strange scene. Thudathana was among the crowd.
Buridat looked if there was any galon or any relative and
seeing no galon but Thudathana he got to him with tears
from in eyes. While all others fled in fear, Thudathana
stood alone. Buridat placed his head on Thudathana's foot
and cried and so did his brother. Then, Buridat went back
into his charms

Thinking the hermit was bitten by the dragon, the
charmer consoled him and said he had a cure. Thudathana-
saild he was not afraid and there was no one better in the
art of shake-charming than him whereon the charmer was
angered. Knowing this, Thudathana asked him to attack
him with his snake and he would with a small frog. the
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loser to pay flve thousand. The charmer asked who would
guarantee the money for the hermit. Unafraid, Thudathana
got to the royal palace, asking for a guarantee of five thou-
sand, with the king going along, knowing the guarantee.
The charmer thought the hermit was the king's but he was
showing disrespect to his dragon. The hermit said people
would give nothing if they knew he was tricking people
with a dragon of no toxin. There upon the charmer got
angry and threatened him with poison from the dragon.
The hermit too threatened to attack him by means of toxin
from a young frog whereupon Azamukhi got out of the hair
onto his shoulder and spread three toxins onto his palm.
Thudathana cried that the nation would perish and his
cries about destruction of the nation of 12 yuzana reached
all ears.

When the king heard that, he asked why and was
given the answer that there was no way to place the venom
put out by the small frog. The veniom if put to the ground
would dry all herbs. If put to the sky it would cause famine
for seven years with not a drop of drew either. If put to the
water, it would cause the death of many marine plants.

. The king asked the hermit to save the nation whereupon

the liermit had the courtiers dig three pits and fill them
with assoried herbs. cow manure and nat medications.
The venom was placed in the first. The outcoming fumcs
were then put into the manure pit and the out come from
there placed into the third to disappear. The charmer who
stayed near the pits developed white blotches all over the
body. so in fear he let Buridat go.

Buridat got out.of the charm and stood in repose
with the graceful attire of the king of nats. So did
Thudathana and Azamukhi. Then Thudathana said they
were the king's sister’s sons. The king kissed them and
cried. Then he placed Buridat on the higher throne and
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asked why he let himself be caught by the charmer.
Buridat explained it all and then told the king the kingly
duties. ' ‘

The king explained that his parents renounced
the world on the day Thamuddaza was taken awdy
by dragon king Datarahta. Buridat and others gave a
date to pay obeisance to the king and his parents
and went away.

When they got back, all the dragons wept.
Buridat too slept from exhaustion. Kanarihta stood
guard over him so that no dragon could seek audi-
ence with him.

Thubawga. unable to find Buridat in the Himala-
yas, came down by the ocean and then through vari-’
ous rivers, finally through Yamona River. There he
saw Nethada ponna who came to cure himself of lep-
rosy he got by persecuting Buridat. Hearing of i,
Thubawga tortured him by trying to sink him in
the water. Then he said he was a king of dragons,
and he would kill him.

Then the ponna feigned that he should not be
killed because he knew astrology, he lved on almis and
he revered fire. ‘

Thubawga was hesitant but he took the ponna
to the land of the dragons, persecuting him. There
he mel gate-keeper Kanarihta who persuaded him
not to persecute the ponna saying he was born of a
Brahma king and it could get the Brahma to smash
thg land pf dragons. He also spoke well of an animist
as he was once one such ponna. The dragons too be-
lieved all that. Finally Buridat heard all that.

In order that one and all got the right thinking, Buride -
got up with all contraptions and took the place on the throne.

Then, he told all the dragons of the futility of animisn:
and fire worship.
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Finally, he banished Nethada from the land of the drag-
" ons.

Then, Buridat gave the signal and set out to pay obei-
sance to his uncle and his grandfather. He was also accom-
panied by his parents and brothers. Uncle Thagara Byamadat
was at his father’s place ahead of them.

Thagara Byamadat did not recognize Buridat and had
to ask father hermit as he came with many in attendance.

Daughter Thamuddaza paid obeisance to the father and
went back crying to the land of the dragons, where she
passed away.

Buridat lived his life keeping sabbath all the time and
was reborn a nat like all his disciples.
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Sanda Kumara Jataka

Long, long ago. the land of Baranathi was known
as Pobhawady. At one time it was under the reign of
King Wathawady's son Ekarit. His son was Sanda
Kumara and was regent and the king's sage was Khanta
Hala.

Khanta llala was given authority of judgement in
court as he was considered wise but he often placed
unfair judgements, being excessive in bribery and cor-
ruption. One day, a man who lost in a case judged by
him was going oul crying against him when he saw
Sanda Kumara coming in. He ran.up 1o him and cried
at his feet. When he asked. the man replied that he
lost because Khanda Hala took bribes, judged wrongly
and lost him. The prince promiséd him justice and took
him back to the court, Then he sat on a higher throne
and reviewed the case and adjudged the case truthfully.
The audience in the courl applauded the good judge-
ment of the prince.

Hearing of it, King Ekant felt very happy. de-
moted Khanda Hala and appoeinted Sanda Kumara in

his stead. From that day on, Khanda Hala lost bLribes
bore grudge against him, and bhided his time to have
vengeance on Lhe prince.

King Ekarit was but a man of weak leaming.
One day he dreamt of enchanting life in Tavatimsa.
When he woke he so wished to enjoy life in
Tavatimsa that he told it to Khada Hala and con-
sulted him. Happy-with the thought that he at last
got a way to wreck regent Sanda Kumara, he said
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one could get to nat world by doing charily with what
others rarely could and hy taking the life of those one
hardly could. Not quite knowing the answer, the king
asked again to put it more clearly.

The ponna said giving charity to monks, ponnas
and beggars was just charity but one could get to nat
world if one could give charity of the blood from the
throats one accepted in a gold cup and poured into
a pit after slicing the heads of four of each— one's
offspring, one's queen, the rich, the oxen and arzani
horses.

When they heard the king and the ponna discuss such absolute cha-
rity, those in attendance at count such as ministers, queens and ladies- in-
waiting trembled in fear and cried. The ponna asked the king lo arrange
the matier and went off 10 create the pit himself. He covered it lest those
guarded by truth might see it and prevent it. .

King Ekarit sent attendants to fetch the queen and four sons—Sanda
Kumara, Thuriya Kumara, Banda Thena and Wama Gupta—saying the father
would offer them in absolute charity. They first submitted it to Sanda Kumara
who knew it was due to evil-scheming by Khanda Hala and thought he would
speak to the king to save them from death when he met the king so as to save
them from unnecessary death because of him, and so went along with them.

The attendants placed the four princes as due in the court and re-
ported it 1o the king. Thereupon the king gave the order to fetch the four
daughters — Upa Thena, Kaukila, Mudita and Nanda — and place them
near the princes, He also asked, them to fetch the queens — Wizaya,
Eyawady, Kethini and Thunanda ~ and four rich men — Ponnamukha,
Baddiya, Theingala and Wadu as well.

No word was uttered by the people when the queens, the princes
and the princesses were fetched but when the four rich men were fetched,
their relatives became frightened and they accompanied the rich men to
appeal to the King not to kill the men for charity. The attendants removed
the wives, relatives and the people and brought only the four rich men.

Then, the four elephants — Abayinkara, Nalagiri, Issuggata and

Waruna Danta — the four horses — Kethani, Thura Mukha, Winata and

Ponnaka — and the four oxen — Yuhtapati, Aneza, Nithaba and Gawunpati
— were fetched and placed in their places.

Then, the ministers went to the king’s mother and submitted that the
king was putting the queen, princes and princesses in mortal sacrifice.
Hearing that, the queen mother went to his son and asked. The king re-
plied that he was doing it because he wanted 1o get to the nat world. The
queen mother said he should not believe the words of the foolish that one
could get to the nat world by persecuting and sacrificing the innocent; those
who kill others would get to the four abayas; those who wanted to get to
the nat worlg should conduct good charity. However, the king refused to
accept his mother's words but said he would just do charity that coutd not
be done by others. The queen mother went away crying as he did not
listen to her words.

Then, his father king Wathawady, hearing the news,
came to him and pleaded with him like his mother but King
Ekarit would have none of it. So he too had to give up.

Thereafter, Sanda Kumara pleaded with the king for
safety of those held for sacrifice. Pathetically he said that the
king, instead of putting them into sacrifice, could. If he
wanted, give them away as slaves for Khanda Hala, or he
could keep them as tenders to royal elephants and horses or
he might banish them from the country so that they could
beg for food, in short, to spare them their life. It was put so
pathetically that the king almost suffered a heart-break and
wept. Then, saying so be it if he could not get to the nat
world, he ordered a release of the queens, princes, princesses
and the. animals.

A man came to Khanda Hala at the sacrificial pit and
said the king had released the princes and the princesses and
so he should do the sacrifice with the thoraty blood of his
own wife and sons. Hearing it, he went to the king post
haste with a dark scowl and asked why he had called off
the supreme sacrifice, saying that not just the one who madz
the sacrifice, but even one who could say sadu to it, would
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get to the nat world. 5o lowly in learning and so foolish, the
king took the forcible words of the ponna as right and or-
dered the recapture of the sacrifices. '

Thereupon, regent Sanda Kumara said to thel king why
he should move again to sacrifice them after having spared
them: if he had wanted to do away with them, he could have
done so while young; was it not a fact that nor}e could dare
to harm the country because there were sons like them; thf:
king should certainly not sacrifice such courageous sons; it
was also these sons that had suppressed the bandits in the
outskirts of the country to ease the minds of the father; so
the princes and other animals that wanted only the well-be-
ing of the king should not be sacrificed; an_d the ponna was
one to wrong a benefactor. Thereupon the king became heart-
stricken and released the sons again. ,

Hearing of it, the ponna went to the king in anger and
said the king should not say so if he could not do the su-
preme sacrifice but now he should not cancel it as he ha.d
gone ahead with it. Thereupon the king ordered the sacri-
fices rearrested. Sanda Kumara asked the king to put the
ponna’s wife and sons as sacrifices first, if what he said were
. true, before the king put them for sacrifice, saying the
ponna’s words should not be taken as they were.

Though the regent's put things so clearly. the king
did not take them. So the prince asked ministers, and
the rich men and their spouses to plead for them but no-
one dared to do so: so the prince asked his 700 wives to
do s0; the 700 wives did so but the king did not look at
any of his daughters-in-law and did not accept any of
their pleadings. Then the prince asked the 700 wives to
plead with Khanta Hala.

Moreover the regent’s younger sister Princess Thela
begged the father from his foot weeping that she alone

would be heipless if her four brothers were to be killed
but the king would not have any. Then the regent asked
his son Prince Wathula to plead for him and all. The
Prince said weeping that he should be pitied as he
would become a fatherless son even before he was rid
of any milk stain.

Hearing the grandson weeping, the king was al-
mosl heart-stricken and with him in his arms he or-
dered them all released. but then at the urgings of the
ponna, he ordered them rearrested again. Seeing that
all his plans would fail if the king had love for his sons
and could not do it after all, the ponna planncd to
hurry the sacrifice. He carried the princes and the ani-
mals to the sacrificial pit, with the 700 spouses in tow.
The entire nation of Pobha was in shock. The people
too came out with them, so much so the city gate
could not take them. Seeing the people, the ponna had
the gates closcd. So, the people, being unable to get
out, went to a garden near by and wept bitterly. Their
weepings frighltened the birds into shocked flight. Then
the people went up lo Sanda Kumara's palace and with
a righl tum, wepl. .

Then Sanda Kumara and others got into the sac-
rificial pit. His mother Gautami pleaded weeping for
him but the king did not listen.

Then Gautami pleaded weeping, clinging to the necks
of daughters-in-law Gatika, Uparikkha, Paukkharani and
Barika, but it was all to no avail. So Gautami laid a curez
on the ponne:

Hai, Khanta Hala ponna — just as my son’s impend-
ing death is threatening my heart, so shall your miother L=
cursed.
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Hai, Khanta Hala ponna — just as my son's impend-
ing death is troubling my heart, so shall you be cursed.

Hai, Khanta Hala ponna — just as my son’s impend-
ing death is troubling me, so shall your wife be cursed.

Hal, Khanta Hala ponna — just as my son's impend-
ing death is troubling me, so shall your wife be cursed.

Hai, Khanta Hala ponna — just as my son's brave as
the llon impending death is to be killed without any fauit
of his own, so shall your mother be cursed with disability
to see her husband and her son.

Hai, Khanta Hala ponna — just as my son's brave as
the lion impending death is to be killed without any fault
of his own, so shall your mother be cursed with disability
to see her husband and her son.

Hai, Khanta Hala ponna — just as my son, brave as
the Hon, is to be killed without any fault of his own, so
shall your wife be cursed with disability to see you and
the son.

Hal, Khanta Hala ponna — just as my son, the eye of
the people, is to be killed, so shall your wife be cursed
with disaibility to see you and your sons.

Then, Sanda Kumara inside the pit pleaded again
and again with his father but the king refused to hear
him and so be had to lie at his father's feet. Mother
Gautami could not bear with the tone of her son and so
kept weeping. Then the prince’'s queen Sanda Dewl wept
at the father's feet. She asked him why he was killing his
own son, despite his having been the mentor of many
kings. Ekarit said he loved his sons, daughters, queens,
and daughters-in-law but he was killing them for a de-
sire to get to the nat world. Sanda Dewi asked the king to
kill her before he killed him. Ekarit said he would have
him happy with any suitable daughter-in-law as his sec-
ond wife. No matter how pitifully she pleaded. it was not
taken notice by the king and so she kept on weeping with

the prince regent.

Even as they were crying, the regent was
the pit and his neck put on the rim, ’I‘%e ponna EZEegS tt}io
gold cup underneath the prince’s neck and stood at reade
to eut the rggent's neck. Seeing the terrible expression o)t('
the ponna, Sanda Dewl decided that only truth was left to
Pe relied upon. So in the presence of all, she said the truth:
Aok éa;: Cla-llzla p?rt}?la with untrue intent does the untrue
e all o 1_Lsfe o s t_ru;th. may my husband be saved and
o ke tmih \.a:ith me.” [ beg all nats to come forth and
This truth was heard by the nat king and al
known upon comtemplation. Thereupon th%: nat kjrllgb;g?srgg
the red-hot iron spear and threatened the king: “I shalt smite
}i;;);xr head to break into two: If you fear that, do not ki)l
v :occrét t?jal.nda Kumara. Where have you seen'innocent son,
aTI;] e rich because one wants to get to the nat world?”
kg anc? t\Il;r:;:rr:is of the nat king were so terrible that the
1 : ponna spared all from bondage. Once they got
ree of bondage, the princes, printesses, the queens and Lhe
rich held a meeting at the pit. Then the people threw stones
at the ponna. As one stone hit him from each of the peoplé
the ponna was killed. Then they went on to kill the king but
Sanda Kumara hugged his father and pleaded with the peo-
ple to spare him. The people agreed 1o spare him but the
]\:zioulld nlot let him live on as a king: they had him get off thg
U]:igr};;ggles.‘and wear a beggar's clothes and sent him fo
' After that, the people prepared the Yazabitheka build-
Ing as by tradition and crowned Sanda Kumara king, much
to great rejoicing of the prnces, princesses, queens a'nd the
people. ’
Thus Sanda Kumara reigned at Pobhawad
was not permitted into the clty but he was giveJ;l g;fi }:{airr:dg
clothing needs. He did not pay obeisance to him but showed
his hand to let him live. He also gave him clothing, saying
}}e be informed if there be any cause. Sanda Kumara lived a
fair and just kingly life and died to become one in the v:at
world. [E"icd)‘
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Narada Jataka

in Mittila the land of Wideharit, there
reigned King Ingati guided by Ln.lth and ten prﬂfapl:gtcgeﬁg
ship. He had a daughter, Rusa Dewi, endowed wi gfrlﬁlmem O‘f
grace and esteem. She was also honoured with fu e
special rewards asked for in the hundred mo?s&?ns woth err;
Her mother was Queen Agga Thiri, the royalty o de Oalil]owed
Palace. The king had no other daughter or son, al:i so allowed
her to occupy the seven-tiered n;)lyat;egé nzLast’cende Y P
m .
one giivgguﬁi?dmﬁiz 25 halr pins made of specia}
fiowers such as Thazin, Saga and Khaya and ﬁnehaﬁ-d i;llt;;
cate costumes. He also granted a thousand every hall m
to gw;h‘:'shl;:lal;lgiﬁad three ministers to decide on cases—Wizaya.
Thunarma and Alarta. One fine full-moon night of Tazaungmf;;
the king with full entougage of ministers, lay in repose ont hé
pyathat, opening the lion-crested window. At a momenso ne
noticed the full moon shining with white incandescence. y
asked the ministers how he could grace the night as it was the
t of the fullmoon incendescent 11 the east. vl
Of the three ministers. Alarta who was also a;] gellc o
said it should be marked with military warfare.a? te\:'s ) 1217
in consultation between num(innt;sgizn;r}?‘llsr;:r?éssaid and
anders of the four war siral€gies. .
;?r:}r?e full moon was a sacred sabbath day, it shc;gl;iu:jﬁ
spent, not on warfare but on special sensual plea?éu;he g
as the best of food, songs and dances. Wizaya sa he ke
had been enjoying such sensual pleasures every day.
such a sacred sabba
::; Oarllaproaching monks who were well verse
and whoe knew respective interests.

Long long ago.

d in knowledge

th day he should quash his doubts.

The king said he liked what Wizaya said. Alarta said
he should approach the uncostumed heathen mentor full of
knowledge in Migadawon Forest, as-he was of Kassapa line-
age, considered most knowledgeable sages and most wont
to speak extraordinarily pleasant stories. So he asked the
king to approach them and remove wrongful thoughts.

The king decided to approach Kassapa Tekkadun men-
tor as he said and ordered his horse carriage at ready. Then,
with an entourage of generals and ministers, he proceeded by
horse carriage to the mentor. Once there, he took a respect-
able position and said his greetings.

Then the king said the people all over—parents, teachers. sons, wives,
elders, monks, ponnas, generals, ministers; commanders and those from towns
and countryside — would like to know how to conduct themselves righitly in
internal affairs, which practice would get them to the nat world, and which
malpractice wouid get them down to avizi world of heli.

These questions were most difficult, answerable only by Buddha,
Picekka Buddha and Thawaka. Without knowing any truth, a kathops tekkadun
with usedda dithi untruth answered only the untruth he knew. He said one
who practised the truth could gain no credit or discredit; there weuld te no
life after; nor could there be parent or mentor as all creatures were the sane;
there was nothing to pay respect to the elders; there was no relative; nothing

could be gained from charity; diligence was ungovernabie; even focls could
give charity and the wise had to accept it; only.those elements such as fire,

land, water, air, wealth, poverly, and life were permanent; paopie could not

be free of wrongs even when they did good for 84 worlds; they would be free
of wrongs only after they made amends for 84 worlds; so was it replied.

Al that, minister general Alarta said Kathapa Tekkadun's words were
true. He had been a butcher in Baranathi long long ago, slaughtering cattle,
goats and pigs but he did not ge to hell. He became a general right to this
day.
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At that time there was a man named Bizaka with Kathapa Tekkadun.
He heard these worde and cried bitterly. When the king asked, he said he
had hean a plously rich man in the land of Thakata. Wien he died he
pecame Bizaka, @ poor son of a potter in Mittiia. Though poor, he kept
sabhalh, gave charily, avoided persecution ot others, and thievery of others’
property. Yet, as minister Alarta said, it would be of no avail. He cred as he
saw no way of getling to the nat world as Kathapa Tekkadun said.

That Bizaka had been an unobirusive man during the time of Kassapa
Buddha. Once. while looking for lost cattle he met a monk who too was lost
ang finding his Iway here and there. Sesing Bizaka the monk asked his way
but Bizaka did not answer, being distressed with his own trouble. The
monk asked again Bizaka lost his anger and called him son of a slave. He
had been a rich man that fime because of the good deeds he did in
samsara but in spite of all that he became a potter's son because he had
to sulfer the verbal sin of calling a monk a son of a slave ang so had to

be what he was. '
Hearing his words, the king said he had been lax in

V[ sensual pleasures as he was giving charity at the
t?cr)?;ryégtges in the cI;ty and from that day on he wquld be bent
only on indulging in sensual pleasures. So saying he went
back to his palace. kg

The next moming. the king held a meeting with the
three ministers and other ministers big and small and had
 special sensual desires arranged in the palace called Sandaka.
He let all affairs of the State be handled only by the three
ministers and enjoyed sensual pleasures without anxiety,
ordering the gates of the four charily zayals closed. If he
wished he would take even others’ wives and parent-guided
maidens forcibly as wives. So, because the king's taking the
wrongful view of the Tekkadum and doing what should not
be done, the whole country was seething.
It was retold to Princess Rusa Dewi by her maid who
heard of it all in the country. The princess was one who as a

nat princess had knowledge of her past seven existences and
her seven future ones. So she intended to show the king these
seven past existences and have him see the truth,
abolishing the wrong. But, as she had to wait a haltf month
before she could see the king again, she had to bide her time,
On the eve of the dark moon of Tazaungmon, Princess
Rusa wore the costurnery like that of the nats and went to
the king at Sandaka Palace, with an entourage of 500. Then
she pleaded with him to give her as usual a charity of a
thousand, meant for the hermit, ponna, and the beggar.
Thereupon the king said charity was of no avaitl and
many of the wealth so spent came to naught; abstinence
from food in sabbath could not good, as slave Bizaka wept
hearing the tekkadum’'s words; so the princess too should
not abstain from food; and. as there was no life after, she
should not abstain from sensual pleasures. Thereupon she
said he had heard the words that one who associated with
the fool would become a fool: and those words had become
true now; the king was a wise man but was wrong to have
associated with foolish Alarta and Bizaka; if the king com-
mittea wrongs time and again he would waste in hell; minis-
ter Alarta became what he was because of what he did right
in his past existences but if he went on doing wrongs in this
life he would go to hell.
Bizaka too would go to the nat world for good deeds he had done.
Now he was a sldve because of his misdeeds but if he did not do any
wrong as told by the Tekkadun he would enjoy good deeds if he had served
the misdeeds; one should associate with the virtuous; if he associated with
the wicked the latter's habits would catch on; if rotten fish was packed in
grass, the putrid smell would get onto the grass, likewise one who associ-
ated with the wicked would catch on the habits of the wicked and had to go
to hell; whereas the good would get to the nat world, she said.
Princess Rusa, after preaching so to her father, went on to tell about
the seven past llves and seven future ones she had seen when she was in

nat world. She had been a son of a goldsmith in Yazagyo. He had associ-
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ated with bad companions and committed wrongful acts and had even sto-
len and violated another man’s wife, but as there was still the effect of the
good deeds in force, he became a son of & rich man in Kawthambi, Wuntha
Taing, in a next life, associating with the good companions and keeping
sabbath on sabbath days. But in the next he sufferent in hell for a long time
for his misdeeds. a5 a goldsmith's son. Having suffered years there. he
became & castratad goat in Binnagata and had to bear very heavy. bur-
dens, as he had strength. After that he became a monkey in a forest, and
right after his birth, his father bit oft his testicies. Thereafter, he became a
castrated ox in Datthana Taing. Then, in his next life, he became one
neither male nor female in the family of the headman cof Wizzi Taing.

After that, he became a mat damsel in the service of Thagyamin.
For seven-lives after that he would be very rich but he had to be a woman
in six lives and become a nat man in the seventh. In Nandawun Garden,
the nat woman's maids-in-waiting were even then making garlands and
nal Prince’ Zawana was still receiving the flowers laced down by the prin-
cess. At that time, the nat princess was 16 years old but it was just a while
for a nat, since a hundred years for humans was about one day for the
nats; good and evil did not dissipate but followed one like a shadaw, she
said.

Then the Princess Rusa, wanting the king to know the truth, spoke
from moming till the three terms of the night, to the effect that “one who
wanted to continue to be a man time and again must avoid another man’s
wife, without violating her, like the one who had cleansed his fest shun-
ning the bog; and a woman who wanted to be a man time and again must
submit herself as a slave and be of service to man; and if one wanted to
enjoy the riches of men and nats, one must avoid misdeeds, exercise three
restraints and enlarge on the good deeds.”

The king very much desired to follow the sweet voice

said by the princess but he could not renounce the wrongful
thoughts. The people were greatly pleased that the princess

preached the king to free him of wrongful thoughts so that
they would be freed of anxiety.

The princess tried but failed to bring the king to forsake
the wrongful thoughts, but she did not relent. With hands
at her heart she prayed in the directions, to the effect: May
all monks ponnas, nats &hd brahmas come to this place, and
may they behold her father be free of wrongful thoughts
thanks to hersila and truthful words, and may.the people be
at peace.

It was a time when embryo-Buddha Narada the king of
Brahmas chanced to look at the waorld to know those of

wrongful practices. Hearing the wish of Princess Rusa, he
knew that only he would be able to get the king to renounce

the wrongful practice. Knowing that men were wont to show
more obedience to monks, Narada took the form of a monk,
flew by aerial journey to King Ingati and stood before him
in Sandagu Scented Palatial Mandat.

Seeing him, Princess Rusa paid obeisance to him. Be-
cause of the aura of Narada, the king could not remain in
the royal place but went down lower with apprehension.
Then he asked for identity and origin of the monk. He re-
plied that he was Kathapa or Narada who had made all
directions of the nat world shine like the moon. The king
asked him why he could go by aerial journey. The monk
said he could do so because he had practised the four prin-
ciples of truth, justice, practical restraint and charity in the
past.
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The king asked if the words claiming the existence
of nats, parents, present life and the life after were true.
The hermit said they were true but they would not know
the life after because of lust for sensual life and mental
wandering. Thereupon the king asked him to pay him a
sum of 500 if there was indeed life after and he would
repay a thousand if he got there. Narada said he would
pay 500 to someone with sila and sense of gratitude
but he feared he would not be able to get it back if that
one was in hell for having heretical thoughts — as a
sign of ridicule amidst the public. The king kept silent,
having nothing to say. Knowing the king was so heretic,
he went on with a threat of the danger of hell.

He said no-one would come after him and ask for
a thousand if he went to hell — a hell where one was
packed by crows, and then by vultures, eagles, kites

and dogs, a hell called Lawkandareik where there was
no night or day. a hell devourea by two great dogs

that had fangs of steel, a hell filled with arrows and
spears piercing all there, a hell filled with coal fires
like burning cinders, a hell of letpan trees studded
with iron spikes, a hell called Wetarani filled with rat-
tan pipes. When Narada explained the various hells in
detail, the king was greatly apprehensive and asked
him to show the principles of getting to good life, rather
than to hell..

Thereupon embryo-Buddha Narada the king of
Brahmas said the king should practise only the good
deeds, none of misdeeds, like those of kings Datarahta,
Wethameittu, Ahtaka, Yama Deggi Utheindara and

Thiwiiit — giving charity of good food. and clothing,
not letting old housing, horses, ¢attle to go limp, and
giving the usual rations and entourage to old people

who could no longer give their services.
He then preached the virtues of dand and silq,

giving the example of the coach for better understand-
ing of the king. The king should consider himself as the
coach and his mind as the mas*°r, likening the various
parts of the coach to such virtues as not persecuting
anyor.e, radiating metta, consideration, saying the truth,
not saying anything mischievous, but only words con-
cillatory, saying things suitable, having good thadda
and lacking in excessive greed, having good manners of
obeisance, not being haughty but being pliant. and ob-
serving sila.

Then he described as assets of the coach such vir-
tues as non-violence, Jack of persecution, observing the
truth, being most knowledgeabléx having a steady mind,

knowing all, courageous, accepting admonition, lack of
haughtiness, obedience to the wise, conscientiousness

and integrity.

So, he said, with such a fine coach, he could go to
nibbana by mearns of a cultured heart and a clean jour-
ney. Being excessively greedy would be a bad way to
four apaiyas, and physical, verbal and mental restraint
would be a good way. Should the coach run on the ways
of the five senses, the way must be guided by wisdom,
as by a spear. As the coach was being guided by the
master that was his mind, he would not get to hell if
there was good concentration. Thus, Narada sermonised
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the king to reject the wrong and accept the silas, to
reject the bad companionsand accept the good ones.
Then, with a praise for Princess Rusa, he gave words of
advice to the king, queen, court maidens and all entou-
1age and went back to the land of brahmas.

it
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Widhura Jataka

Long ago, King Daninzaya Kawrabya reigned-in Aindapattanago in the
land of Kuru. His sage was an embryo-Buddha named Widhura. He spoke of
the Dhamma pleasantly to one and all. Kings outside the Zabl Dipa often kept
listening to his semons in a sweet voice without going back home.

At that time there were four rich ponnas in Baranathi. They were friends.
Sesing a lot of evil in sensual pleasures, they renounced worldly riches and
became hemnits in the Himalayas. After having lived there for years, they went
on sojoum in towns and villages near by, and eventually got to the royal park
of the king of Sampanago and the land of Inga. There the four rich friends saw
the four hermits and had good wishes for them. So they invited them to their
houses for reverence.

In the day, the hermits passed the time in the nat world, galon world,
dragon world and Migarzain Park of King Daninzaya Kawrabya of
Aindapattanage. On getting back home, each retold the grandeur of its own
place. So the four rich men craved for the riches of the places described by
the mentors. So they did good deeds such as charity and sila. When they

passed away, one became the king of nats, one the king of dragons, one the
king of galon birds and one was conceived in the womb of the Queen ot King

Daninzaya Kawrabya. The four hermits upon death became Brahmas in the
higher plane. When Prince Kawrabya came of age, his father died and he
became king to rle in accord with kingly responsibiltties.

On one sabbath day, King Kawrabya ook sabbath and went to Migarzain
Park to contemplate on pious things. The king of nats, that was Thagyamin, the
king of dragons and the king of galon birds, too, kept sabbath and came to the
park to contemplate on pious:things, taking their places as suftable. The foiy
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met in the evening. Maving been friends in the past they had a friendly conver-
sation. Thagyamin took a place on the rock platforrn and the others took their
places as suitable.

Then Thagyamin said all the four leaders here had kept sila and wondered
whose was the most vituous. The other three said their sila was the most
virtuous, giving examples. Then Thagyamin said his was the most virtuous and
they got in a quarrel. Kawrabya asked them not to quarre! but to get a decision
from his sage Widhura. All agreed and so went out of the park to where Widhura
was dispensing justice. They placed him on the throne and asked him to decide
upon their problem,

Then Thagyamin said all the four leaders here had kept
sila and wondered whose was the most virtuous. The other
three sald their sila was the most virtuous, giving examples.
Then Thagyamin said his was the most virtuous and they got
in a quarrel. Kawrabya asked them not to quarrel but to get a
decision from his sage Widhura. All agreed and so went out of
the park to where Widhura was dispensing justice. They placed
him on the throne and asked him to decide upon their problem.

The King of the dragons praised forbearance of one that
deserved anger. The king of galon birds praised abstinence of
evil on account of food despite hunger. The Thagyamin praised
abstinence from sensual desires. King Kawrabya praised free-
dom from any anxdety. Of all that they asked for the best.

Hearing the four words, Widhura .said the wise in this
world said those with forbearance, abstinence of evil on ac-

count of hunhger, abstinence of sensual pleasures, and freedom
from anxiety were said to be wise and so the four kings were
of the same in sila.

r ma

Hearing that, the four kings joyously lauded the sage. The
Thagyamin gave him a white-plumed garment, the king of
galons gave him a gold flower, the king of dragons gave him a
ruby and King Kawrabya gave him a thousand milch cows,
bulls, elephants, and horses, ten carriages drawn by Theindaw
horses and 16 villages. Then the kings left for home.

Of those four, the wife of the dragon king was Wimala
Dewi. When he got back from the human world, she did not
see the ruby at his neck and asked. The dragon king spoke of
Widhura's virtues and how king of galon birds and King

Kawrabya the king of men had also honoured him.

Wimala Dewi too wanted to hear words ot wisdom trom
Widhura and asked her husband 16 bring him there but the
latter did not. So she feigned illness. When the king asked,
she said she would live only if she got Widhura’s heart. The
king was at a loss when his daughter Eranditi came in. She
asked her father how it was whereupon the king explained his
predicament and asked her to find a husband who could fetch
Widhura. Eranditi placated her father and also went to her
mother to do so. Then, wearing the clothes of flowers, with
the shawl of flowers on her shoulder and went to Eyedrop
Mountain near Karla near the ocean of the Himalayas. Then
she beautified the entire mountain as though it were adorned
with rubies, with a spread of flowers atop the mountain, and
sang an alluring song. The song meant that she would marry
one who could bring Widhura’s heart in a legitimate way.

At that, the song was, heard by ogre general Ponnaka,
nephew of nat king Wethawun as he was going to the meet-
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ing of ogres. When he heard her voice, he was attracted and
stopped his horse. He told her he would get Widhura’s heart
with his art. Thereupon, she brought him to her father. There,
before her parents Waruna and Wimala, Ponnaka said he would
bring Widhura’s heart and ask to be married to Eranditi. They
agreed and showed him where Widhura was.

Ponnaka then sought permission from his uncle nat king
Wethawun. The nat king was busy settling the residency case
between two nats and so did not hear him. Sensing that,
Ponnaka stayed close to the nat who would win. Eventually
Wethawun told the winning nat to be off. Ponnaka told nats
near by he was being dismissed. Then he went on aerial jour-

ney riding the Manaw Maya Theindaw horse. :

He decided to get Widhura's heart by gambling
with King Kawarabya as he was reputed to be so fond
of it and he decided to get as bait the Manaw Hara
ruby atop Wepolla Mountain as the king was rich in
gold, silver and gems. That ruby was guarded by a
hundred thousand Kombanda ogres. Ponnaka got rid
of them by looking askance at them. Then he took the
ruby and went on his journey to Aindapattanago the
seat of King Kawrabya.

Once there, he took the form of a young man
named Kissi and asked the king to play dice. The king
asked him about the stake, whereupon he said he
would stake his horse and his ruby with him. The king
replied he had ‘many horses and rubies like them.

Kissi demonstrated his horse. The city was seven
yuzanas wide and he rode so fast that about half the
way seemed to be filled with him while only the red

belt was going round. Then he rode on the lake with-
out letting any hoof get wet. Then he had his horse
step on the lotus leaf and then step onto the palm.
Then he showed the power of the ruby. Inside he
showed panoramic view of men, women, birds, arma-
ments, city buildings, clergy and laity, aquatic ani-
mals in a lake, forests, mountains, oceans, and nat
spheres of Tavatimsa, Yama, Tusita, Paranimita
Wutthawady.

Seeing the wonders of the horse and the ruby, the
king agreed on Ponnaka's stake. Then Ponnaka asked
for the king's, whereupon the king said anything other
than him, his wife and his sovereignty. Ponnaka agreed.
Then they played. with Kings Missa, Thura Thena,
Madriz and Keka Kebi and so on as witnesses.

- The King first threw the dice, singing the dice song
and throwing it upwards. Ponnaka with his powers
made it a loser. Knowing it, the king caught the dice
just before it fell on the silver platter. Again the king
threw the dice and again it was to turn out for the
king to lose. As it happened many times, Ponnaka
looked and saw it was due to power of the king's per-
sonal goddess. Ponnaka looked askance at her and in
fear she fled. Then they played. The king lost and was
asked Widhura.

The king said Widhura was incomparable with other treasures and

was virtually related to his person and he would not want to give him.
Seeing it would take long to argue with the king, Ponnaka asked for
Widhura's judgement. Delighted, the king with 101 kings as witnesses
went to the court of Widhura.

Ponnaka told Widhura all. Widhura said all slaves, those born, those
bought, those got in service including himself and those captured, wers
slaves and the king could do as he pleased with them.
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The king was angry that the sage considered himsef a servant despite the
fact that he considered him a refative. So he told Ponnaka to take him away.

Then the king had to think of something. He asked Widhura to speak of five
problems concerming marriage before he went away, for he remembered that
there would be nobody to speak of such principles when he was gone.

What the king asked was the innocent way of living in this world of
marriage, how people came to know the principle of Singyo, how it came
to be without suffering, how the practice of observing the truth came to be
in the world and how there was no suffering beyond this world.

Widhura said those in the habit of marriage should not offénd other
persons’ wives; they should observe five principles of sabbath daily; they
must observe the principles of marriage; they must practise the principles
of kingship; they must not be forgetful in doing good; they must-always
be guided by wisdom in everything; they must be humble; they must
abide by the teachings of the wise; they must not be lax in charity; in
speaking pleasant words; must have humility in physical, verbal and -
spiritual aspects and so on. Then the sage paid obsisance to the king
and stood at an appropriate place. The king made great offerings to him
and then entered the palace with the 101 kings.

Then Ponnaka“asked Widhura to come along. Widhura asked for
two-three days to give counsel to his wife and children. Ponnaka con-
sented. Widhura called his wife Anawza, son Dhammapala, and daugh-
ter-in-law Seta and sons and children. Widhura told them he would
have to go with Ponnaka and told them the principles to observe in
their lives.

After three days, he went into the king's audience,
.bade him goodbye and went away with Ponnaka. His wife
and children bade him goodbye weeping. So did the
people, whereupon Widhura asked them to observe the
law of impermanence.

After all that was said and done, Ponnaka took him
away. As it was far, Ponnaka asked Widhura to come

hauling the mare by the tail. He wore his garb with a vow,
grabbed the mane with both hands and went along with
his two feet around the thighs.

Ponnaka thought it would not do to take him as it

was. If he took him by the rough terrain on the Himalayas
he would die and he could take out his heart and carry it
to the land of dragons. When he did so, however, Widhura
was unhurt, as he was protected by powers of metta, sila,
truth and effects of good deeds he had done in his lives.
Ponnaka looked back to see if Widhura was dead, but saw
he was fresh. Agaln he did for three times, and on all
occasions, Widhura was unhurt. Getting angry, he rode
like the storm in the air. With the power of Widhura, the
air all round was split in two. Ponnaka kept at it for seven
rounds. Those too split in two. Only then Ponnaka took
him to Kalagiri Hill.

There, Ponnaka transformed-into a fierce ogre. He
put Widhura flat between upper and lower teeth and
made to swallow him. Widhura was unperturbed. Then
he transformed into a lion, an elephant and a great
sexpent, but to no avail. Ponnaka then caused heavy
storms, earth tremors, and heart-rending sounds to
come from the depths of the mountains, and orge-like
movements on the mountain. It did not bring an end to
Widura. So Ponnaka tried to end it by throwing him away
from the top of mountain.

First Widhura felljust 15 yuzanas away like a cotton
plece. Then he fell 30 yuzanas away. Then he fell 60
yuzanas away, far from dead. Ponnaka was still holding
him upside down.

When Widhura told him he was most cruel. he looked like
an ogre, and asked him what he hoped to gain by killing him.

Ponnaka said he was indeed an nat ogre and he wanted to have
the dragon princess whose mother Wimala Dewi wanted his
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heart. Widhura knew then that Wimala Dewi wanted to hear his
sermon as dragon king Waruna must have told her about his

sermons.
Widhura saia that if he truly wanted to get to the heart

of the wise he should first observe the principle of Sadhunaya
that should be practised by the wise. Ponnaka wanted to hear
that sermon and so brought Widhura to the top of the moun-
tain, Wudhura cleansed himself and spoke of Sadhunaya prin-
ciple. It means in effect that if one pays tribute to another
unknowingly and pays respects with food and alms, he must
repay the debt, and he should not wrong him even mentally.
Just as one who had socught solace under the shade, one must
not think wrongly of that tree. He should not wrong a friend.
He should not do what a woman wanted just because a wicked
woman lured him with wiles. If he did so it would be of no
avail, but it would just be tiring. After giving the sermon,
Widhura said “May Ponnaka be full of the four principles”.
After hearing Widhura's words, Ponnaka remembered
he had stayed two or three days at his place and had also
partaken of food, and he was indeed a friend not to be
wronged. So he said he would take him home. Widhura said
he would like to see the riches of the dragon king .
Ponnaka said he should not go there as it was enemy
territory. Widhura said he would tame him by his wise coun-
sel. So Ponnaka took him there aboard his theindaw horse.
There, the king of dragons blamed him for having brought
Widhura wirereas he was to take only his heart there. Ponnaka
said he would like the king to hear Widhura's sermon as he
had. The king of dragons asked Widhura if he was wavering
without paying obeisance to him because he was afraid he
would die. Widhura said one should not pay obeisance to one
whom one would kill or one likely to kill him. Then Widhura
asked the king how he got this palace. The king replied that he
got it because of his good deeds of the past. Widhura said if the
king remembered so he should keep on doing good deeds so he

would get the palace also in future. Then he gave a sermon of
love stating that keeping his anger and radiating love could get
him beyond into the nat world. {More next week)

The dragon king was pleased: to hear Widhura's
.sermon. So he took him to the palace of Queen Wimala
Dewl who wanted to hear it so much.

There Widhura gave the sermon of radiating love to
get to the nat world iIf so desired on passing from this
existence. Having heard that, Queen Wimala was ab-
solved of all desire to hear Widhura's wise sermon.

Wanting to know the true feeling of the dragon king,
Widhura said he would cut off his heart if it was wanted,
as he would also cut his flesh if so wanted. The king said
the heart of the wise was the wisdom itself and having
heard his sermon now was like having had his heart, and
it was so pleasing that no more was needed.

The dragon king gave his daughter in marriage-to
Ponnaka who had brought about all that. Then he let the
two go to the Indagago. Ponnaka in gratitude to Widhura
gave him Manawhara ruby. Then he put him before him
on Mnanwmaya horse and sent him back to Kururiza.

That day the king Kawrabya dreamt that a tree at
the gate of his garden full of fruits and flowers and
protected by elephants, horses and oxen was cut by a
Coarse person wearing bright red clothes and ornaments
but later put as it was at the old place.

Only in the morning did he realize that he dreamt so
as it was time for arrival of Widhura at the palace again,
So, having prepared fine illuminations for him, he wel-
comed the sage. Widhura retold him of Ponnaka's bru-
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talities, the places he had been in the dragon world, and
presented the Manawhara ruby to the king.

Most pleased, the king gave a pardon for those in
captivity. He stopped all commerce and held festivals. He
held a ceremony to pay obelsance to Widhura for a
month, presenting him with various gifts.

After that, Widhura kept on gilving counsel to the
king, the queen and the people all his life, till he passed
away into Tavatimsa nat world. (End)
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Wethantaya Jataka

Long ago in Sedoktara of the land of Thiwirit, there
reigned King Thiwirit. He had a son named Theinzi. King
Madrit had a princess named Phutthati Dewd.

Princess Phutthali, about 91 worlds ago, had been the
princess of King Bandu of Bandumady in the time of Wipathi
Buddha. The king was presented the essence of sandagu
fragrance and a gold chain, and these were presented to his two
daughters. The elder princess got the essence of sandagu
fragrance and she offered it to Wipathi Buddha, with a prayer
to be born the mother of a Buddha like him.

From that life on, the princess passed [ives in 91 worlds
in nat and human abodes, shunning the four apaiyas, and
finally became Mother Maya of Gautama Buddha.

In times of Kassapa Buddha, the one before Gautama.
she was the princess daughter of King Kiki—the sixth in
succession, of all seven. Princess Thudhamma was full of
charity and the right conduct and did all meritorious deeds. So

she was reborn in human and nat warlds. She was then bomn
to King Madarit and his queen. Even at birth. she was charmed

with sandagu essence and so called Phutthati. Just before she
was born in this human world, she had heen wife of the nat
king Thagyamin and she had asked ten gifts from him.
(a) Shewanted to be the wife in charge of Thiwirit's palace
(b) She wanted to have brown eyes like thal of a deer at
one year
{c) She also wanted to have brown lashes
{d) She wanted to be named Phutthati
{e} She wanted to have a son who was famous for fuilest
charity without jealousy and craftiness
(f She wanied to have a pregnancy like the bow of an
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(gl She wanted to have perfect breasts as first-born

(1) She wanted to have a perfect hair on the head

(ii She wanled to have a cleansed body

{i) She wanted to save one given the king's punishment.
Thus she wished for the ten gifts and was born to the

queen of King Madarit in her next life.
when' Prince ‘I'heinzi came ot age. he was married to

Princess Phutthati. Then he was given the kingdom. Phutthati
became queen with 16,000 maidens of the court.

The king of nats thought of giving her the prize of a
son, after having been granted nine other prizes. He had.an
embryo-Buddha nat in the nat world. So he had him get
confinement in the womb of Princess Theinzi. He also had
16,000 other nats lake confinement as his friends and cormn-
panjons.

When embryo-Buddha was in confinement, the queen
had an urge to give charity. She had charity zayats built at
the city centre, the palace gate and the four ardinal direc-
tions. She gave charity of six lakhs every day. When she was
close to due date, she went on tour of the city. When she got
to a place of trade among cart men, the embryo-buddha was
born. As he was born of*the mother's womb, he stretched
his hand and said “Mother, | will give charity. Is there things
for charity? She said "My son, there indeed are things for
charity. Give as much as you like.” At every strefch of the
hand there was a thousand pieces of money. The embryo-
Buddha, having been born at the outskirts of the'cart men,
was named Wethantaya.

On the day he was born, a white elephant came to the
royal elephant hut. he was brought there by royal elephant
U Pawthata. Having brought him there, she went back to
the Himalayas. The new arrival, being of good assistance to
the embryo-Buddha, was named Pyitsaya. King Theinzi had

A

240 nursemaids, young, tender and free of blame, to take
care of Wethantaya.

When he was four or five, he gave a one-lakh necklace
to his attendants. They dared not.tske it and so gave it
back to him. When the prince refused to take it back, they
reported it to the king, who, said his son’s giving them was
like himself giving it and so they should take it. He had a
new neckldce for his son. Wethantaya gave that too to his
attendants. Even at that age he gave charity for'nine times

like that.
When he was eight, Prince Wethantaya had an idea even

as he sat on the palace. So far he had been giving away artificial
things. He was not satisfied with just that for he would donate
his eyes and even himself if sormeone wanted to make a slave of
him. It was then that the great earth with a mass of 840,000
made a great sound, Mount Myint Mo with a height of 84,000
went limp and lay towards Sedoktara. It rained very heavily. The
ocean was stormy with waves. King of nats was most joyous.
Brahmas of 15 villages gave good cheer. From the human abode
to the Akanita Abode it becarne tumultuous. This was the first
earth tremor.

When he was 16, he completed studies of 18 princely arts.

The king had him married and given the kingdom. He consulted
Phutthati the queen and married him to Maddi the princess of
King Madrit, herbrother, She was so called because ofher power
to allure men.

From that day on King Wethantaya gave charity daily of
about 600,000 pleces of property. Queen Maddi Dewl gave birth
toa son and a daughter. The son was caught in a gold net and was
so named Prince Zali and the daughter was caught was a paso 6{
black wood and so named Ganhazain.

At that time in Kalingarit, there befell the Pestilence of
Famine. There were many dead and many struggled to gzt food.
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When the news reached the king, he consulted with ministers to
know how to overcome it. The ministers satd they would escape the
pestilence if they got the white elephant from King Wethantaya of
Sedoktara. The king sent eight wise and brave ponnas to ask for
charity of the white elephant, Hearing of if, King Wethantara made
a charlty of the white elephant with a gold jug of the waters of
libation. The white elephant was considered to be worth 2,400,000
and also with it went caparisons and invaluable six rubies.

At this, the great earth made the second great sound. The
people were in a state of panic. When they saw the eight ponnas
they sought the king's audience and made their complaint. They
asked King Theinzi to deport King Wethantara.

The king said deportation was due only for those who did
wrong or evil things, and as Wethantaya was doing his right as
a king his deporation would be criticised.by successive kings
and so King Wethantaya should not be deported.

However, the ministers said King Wethantaya was not lax
in kingly duties but he was donating the white elephant that had
been giving the people their wealth and so should be deported
and placed at the foot of Wingaba Mountain. The king tarried for
a day, and sent five ministers to report'it to Wethantaya. King
Wethantaya said he would give a feast of seven hundreds and
then he would adhere to the wishes of the people.

Wethantaya summoned the minister general and had
him arrange 700 elephants, 700 horses, 700 coaches, 700
women, 700 milch cows and 700 men slaves and 700 women
slaves to be given as charity, complete with food to be taken by
them, not even leaving drinks. :

Then Wethantaya went to Queen Maddi.and preached
her the right way of giving charity to keep gold hidden well and
thentold her he would have to leaye the city. Maddi asked him
to let her come with himto.keep him company and said he

would be spared of missing the city because of the beauties ot
the Himalayas.

At that time Mother Queen Phutthati was at their
doorstep. She heard their words and wept bitterly, lamenting
that he had to be banished from the city for not having done
any fault, but just because he had given charity. Then she
asked the children not to have any worry and went to the king's
audience to beg for them. The king replied that he loved his son
with all his heart but had to do it because of the people. The
queen cried again, as did all court ladies.

Wethantaya gave charity of all 700s-the whole day. At
nightfall he proceeded together with Queen Maddi to the
parents to pay obeisance. Phutthati asked Maddi not to go
with him as it was not deserving but to stay there with the
children. Wethantaya said since none could overwhelm one-
self, she might be permitted to go if she pleased or stay if she
so chose. Hearing that, the king tried to haunt her with
imagined threats of the beasts of the forests. Maddi said one
who would have ten brothers but not a husband was of no
avail, and so a woman should be with her husband. Then the
king asked them to leave the two children there as they were
so little. :

Queen Maddi said she loved them as her life and would give them
no trouble in feeding them. So saying they passed the night. The coach
with four theindaw horses was ready at the gate of the palace. Even
before him, Maddi and the twe children were already atop in the coach.
Wethanyaya went round clockwise and paid obeisance betore he_got
onto the coach. Then flanked by his wife and children, and 60,000 birth-

mate ministers, he left for Wingaba Mountain,

The four ponnas who aid not make it to Wethantaya's great iegsis
then arrived upon the scene. When the king was gons, they enguired
with the people and went after him, When Maddi finally saw them com-
ing, she reported it to Wethantaya. He said he saw them and stopped the
coach for them. The four ponnas asked for the four steeds. Wethantaya
et thern loose from the coach and donated the four steeds to them. The
coach did not come down to earth but stayed in the sky as if drawn by
the horses. It was in fact drawn by four nats in the guise of four wild
oxen. Then again one ponna came and asked for charity of the coach._
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The embryo-Buddha asked Maddi and children to get off and donated T
unstintingly. Then the four wild oxen disappeared. Wethantaya carried
little Zali and with Maddi carrying Gahnazain walked on saying sweet
words to each other.

They made it in a day to King Madrit's palace, in Ceta Taing, about
30 yozanas from Sedoktara. (lts speed was brought about by the nats.)
They spent some time at the zayat at the gate of the city. Prince Ceta and
other relatives heard of it and came in unison out there to see them. They
made enquiries and decided to ask King Theinzi to forgive them. The
embryo-Buddha asked them the way to Wingaba Mountain. Ceta asked
him not to go there but to enjoy the kingdom. Wethantaya refused and
went on towards Wingaba Mountain the next day.

Ceta and 60,000 relative princes saw them off for 15 yozanas to
the Himalayas from Madrit. There, asked by Wethantaya about the
road to Wingaba, they showed the way of 15 yozanas. Then they cried
again. Wethantaya and family went on their way from that place to
Gandama Dhana Mountain, then to Wepolla Mountain and Ketumady
River, then to Pinnyaung tree atop Thanu Mountain, then to Nawlika
Rock and then to Monsalainda Lake and so on. When they got to
Wingaba Mountain, they found the abode created by Nat Withagyon.
There they donned the attire of hermits and settled down. They stayed
on for seven months.

There was a ponna named Zuzaka in the ponna vil-
lage of Donni Wihta in Kalinga Taing. He went on an alms
round and got a hundred pieces of silver. He entrusted it
in the care of a pecnna and went on again for an alms
round. After vears he returned to his village. The ponna
who was entrusted with his silver spent all of that, so he
had to give Zuzaka his daughter Amittabom. Zuzaka took
her and went to Donna Wihta village. Amittabom was of
good practice and conduct and served the old husband
well. It was observed by the others. They cursed their
wives if they saw them being untoward against their hus-
bands. So the wives were against Amittabom. They talked
ill of her till she could no longer stay on in the village.
She could not even go to the water well. So she urged her
husband to get her a maid. Zuzaka said it was difficult to

—— . ——  —
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get a maid and so he said he himselt would serve his wife.
Amittabom sald King Wethantaya was staying at Wingaba
Mountain and said if he would go to him the king would
get someone for him.

As he could not stay put, Zuzaka headed for Sedok-
tara carrying his rations and a bamboo staff. There, he
enquired the whereabouts of Wethantaya. The people, who
knew the ponna to be on an alms round, made threats.
Running from them, Zuzaka got to a path that led to
Wingaba Mountain. As he headed into the wood, he met
the hunter Seta. The hunter's dogs seeing the ponna went
after him. Zuzaka had to go atop the trees to get away from
the dogs. Then Seta came. He saw that the ponna was here
to give trouble to King Wethantaya and aimed at hitting
him with his bow. The ponna sensing it lied that he was an
emissary sent by King Theinzi and that he had come to
fetch King Wethantaya. Believing him finally, Seta showed
him the way to Wethantaya.

Zuzaka made his way on and passed by the hermitage
of Assuta. The hermit knew the ponna was on an alms round
to Wethantaya and asked him not to go there. Then the
ponna lied that he was the king's counsellor and he came
with a wish to meet him. The hermit was taken in and showed
him the way to Wethantaya's hermitage. As he came on,
Zuzaka thought he should ask for alms when Maddi Dewi
was not there. So he slept waiting at the top of Thanu Moun-
tain near Ledauntkan,

Maddi Dewi had a dream that night. A dark ugly man was
wearing a tanned garment. He wore red flowers on his ears and was
armed. With threats he entered Dewli's bed chamber'and had her
laying on the ground. While she was crying, he took out two €yes, cut
off two arms, broke her chest and took her heart away. Maddi Dewl
woke up startled. She went out and told the dream to Wethantaya.
He knew that his acquired virtue of charity would be fulfllled, but he
told his queen that the dream was to satiate some alarm of hers and
one should not take it as omens. At dawn. Maddi Dewl did her chores
and went out to look for food. Zuzaka ponna came to the hermitage
of Wethantaya. The king was waiting seated in golden aura on the
rocky plate at the gate of the herminate. The gon and the daughter
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were playing near by. When'he saw the ponna coming, he asked Zali
if he saw him. Zali said he did and that he looked like a ponna. Zal!
welcomed the ponna and Wethantaya asked why he had come.
The ponna asked Wethantaya to give his children as servants.
He asked him to wait till Maddi Dewl came back and to stay a night
there. Fearing Maddi Dewl might not fulfil his wish, he asked
Wethantaya to let him go with his son and daughter. Wethantaya
told him to do so it he wanted and take them to King Theinzt. The
ponna sajd he would make servants of them as his wife said. The
two children. much frightened by the ponna's words, hid near the
bushes behind the hermttage, but then saw that the-ponna could
easily find them, and so they went down into the pond and hid

under the lotus leaves,
Not seeing the children, the ponna blamed Wethantaya. The

king then called the twochildren and asked them to fulfil his acquired
virtue, bearing with oppression of the porina. First Zall came out of
the pond saying no more and letting himself be done as the ponna
wished, and he lay prostrate at his father's right foot, crying.
Wethantaya then called out for his daughter. She too came out of the
pond without saying any more and lay prostrate at her father's left
foot, crying. The king said placating words and made a charity of the
two children. He set a value for the two, like one usually did in
donating cattle and horses. For Zali, he said he must pay a thousand
pieces of gold to get free. For Gahna, he set the value‘of freedom as
100 men slaves, 100 women slaves, 100 elephants, 100 horses, 100
oxen, 100 pieces of gold and 100 pieces of silver. Wethantaya poured
the water of libation and made the donation. Thereupon the earth

trembled. It was the fifth time,
The ponna tied the two children with a twine and went

away beating up and goading them. Blood fell from the wounds
on their bodies and it hurt so bad they could not walk evenly.
Then the ponna could not keep himself steady and fell. The
children took off the twine and ran to their father. They asked
their donation to be held till their mother came. The father said
nothing and so they cried again. Then the ponna came to bind
and hit them there.

The embryo-Buddha. was pained to see the children
cruelly beaten. He thought of killing the ponna with -his
thanlyet and saving the children but later he regained his

—— . ———
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composure and sat silent on the rock slab at the gate of the
hermitage, like a golden statue. Again the ponna took them
away beating them. As the children cried, the ponna fell again.
The children came to their father again. The ponna cursed
them even before their father and tied them more firmly and
took them away. They reached Wingaba Mountain gate that
night.

As Wethantaya donated the two children to the ponna,
the earth trembled, in a great sound that went up to the land
of the brahmas. The nats guarding the Himalayas heard the
children cry. Maddi Dewi would if she were present know
about the children and she would have traced them. Then she
would have met danger. So they assumed the form of leopards,
tigers and lions and blocked her way home. Only after Maddi's
repeated requests did they give way.

It was quiet when she came back to the hermitage. She
became worried as the children had not come to greet her. She
put the basket from her head near Wethantaya and asked him
about the children. Then she cried and kept asking, but not
a word came from Wethantaya. She said that if there was no
word all night she would be lifeless in the morning.

Then Wethantaya said the words of blame to deviate her
mind. He feigned and said she was late and displeased him
and that she wasto blame. She explained that she was blocked
by beasts and asked about the children. He remained silent.

As Wethantaya chose not to speak to her, Maddi Dewi cried
again and again at his feet, finally losing consciouness. A litile
later she regained consciousness and again she asked Wethantaya
about the children. Only then did Wethantaya say he had denated
them as there came one who asked for them. Maddi Dewi blessed
the king's charity and wished they could donate still more.

As they spoke thus, the king of ndts, Thagyamnin, came in
the guise of a ponna and asked for charity of Maddi Dewi. With-
out hestitatiion, the king made a charity of Maddi Dewi. Ths
Thagyamin blessed Wethantaya, presented Maddi Dewi bacic to
him, and showed his true self. He feared that if he did net do so
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another ponna would come to ask for charity of Maddi Dewi and
then there would be none to look after Wethantaya.

The king with the permission of Thagyamin made eight
wishes as follows:

(a) that his father the king should get over his anger and
make him king again as before;

(b) that he should not even have anger to kill any prisoner
if he was made king again;

(c) that all young or old should make their kiving with
dependence on him:

(d) that one should not indulge in the whims of one's wife,
while being content with just one's wife and not even
wanting to look at another's with a sensual desire;

(e) that his wife and relatives had no disease, to live long
to overcome the enemy and enjoy kingship:

() that all eatables like meals be served before them in
due course all the time;

(@) that all treasures be endless in charity and they be
given joyously only in charities;

(h) that he, after death from this world, be reborn in Tu-
thita plane of nats once and then he be reborn. only
once in this world to attain Enlightenment.

The Thagyamin, after granting the eight wishes, said his
father would soon come to fetch him and that ali his wishes
would be fulfilled. He asked him.to have no anxiety but to show
diligence with mindfulness. Tuen he went back to Tavatimsa.
The king and Maddi Dewi went on living in the hermitage do-
nated by Thagyamin.

At that time Zuzaka was taking the children on a journey ot
sixty Yuzanas. At night he slept atopa tree while tying the children
at its feet. After 15 days, they reached Sedoktara. That night King
Theinzi dreamt that at a large assembly a black man presented
him two padomma lotuses that he wore on two ears, and the
petals fell on the king's chest.

The next day the king sat at a huge assembly flanked by
ministers and entourage. Zuzaka came toward to the king. From
afar, the king saw the children, thought he recognised them to be

—— S ———
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his grandchildren and had the three brought before him. Zuzaka
said he was given the care of the two children 15 days ago. The
ministers criticised Wethantaya for having given the children.

Hearing it, Zali came to his father's defence. He also told the
grandfather that the king had fixed a value fixed at their charity.
King Theinzi redeemed them on the valued affixed by Wethantaya.
Zuzaka was stupefied to see riches never seen before. He went on
the pyathat and rejoiced, having sumptuous meals.

King Theinzi had the grandchildren bathed well to put on.
fineries and wear beautiful and fragrant flowers. Then Theinzi put
Zali on his lap and Phutthati put Ganazain on hers and ex-
changed pleasantries. Zall asked the king to escort Wethantaya
and Maddi Dewl back. King Theinzi prepared the coach and
readied the way to bring them back.

At that time Zuzaka had had an incontinent enjoyment of
riches and foods unheard of before, so much so that he fell down
dead eating. The rest of his shares of wealth, with no-one to
inherit them, went to the king's coffers. Then, on the seventh day
after their return, Theinzi with ministers and entourage set out
to Wingaba Mountain. He also brought along the white elephant
Pyitsaya that was returned by the king of Kalaingarit.

Eventually King Theinzi and the children got to a place near
Wethantaya's hermitage on Wingaba Mountain. At Monsalainda
Lake, Prince Zali made camp and prepared the 14000 coaches for
the return journey. The movement of troops numbering 12
Khawbinis were reverberated in the Himalayas. Hearing the
sounds, Wethantaya took Maddi Dewiand went up the mountain
to see. He feared being surrounded by the enemy. Maddi Dewi
placated him saying it must be King Theinzi.

Then they came back to the hermitage.

King Theinzi, flanked by 60,000 Wethantaya's birthmate

ministers, went on the white elephant Pyissaya, to Wethantaya.
On the rock slab, he beheld his son, calm, quiet and pleasant.
Seeing the father, Wethantaya and Maddi Dewi welcomed him
with paying of obeisance. Wethantaya told his father howr hard
it was in the jungles and that he had donated the two <hildren


aspire 4741
BC


www.burmegeclassic.com

to Zuzaka. Theinzi told him he had already redeemed them.
Then mother Queen Phutthati arrived followed soon by the two
children. Seeing the two children, Maddi Dewi wept onto the
ground and fainted. So did the two children on their mother.
Seeing the queen and the two children faint, Wethantaya
himself fainted even as he sat there. And so did Theinzi and
Phutthati. And the 60,000 birthmate ministers wept rolling on
the ground.

Then the Thagyamin effected the Paukkharawatha rain
so as to appease Theinzi, Phutthati, Wethantaya, Maddi Dewl
and the two children. It was the rain that wetted only those
who wanted to be wet. It wetted only the six principals, so they
were appeased, Then the relatives with a pitiful voice asked
Theinzi to bring Wethantaya and Maddi Dewl back home to a
parallel kingship. Queen Phutthati asked the king to give the
kingdom to the son and the daughter-in-law.

Theinzi asked Wethantaya to renounce the hermitage
and claim the kingship. Wethantaya so pledged and claimed
kingship. Maddi Dewi likewise renounced the hermitage and
claimed her place as the queen. There on Wingaba Mountain
they held the victory celebrations.

Theinzi for a month held a mountain-top celebration and
then came back to Sedoktara. Wethantaya, once back to the
palace, craved for wealth for charity. The Thagyamin rained
treasures waist-deep in the palace and also knee-deep out-
side. The people became prosperous. King WetHantaya gave
charities all his lifetime at the six zayats. In his next life, he
ascended the nat plane of Tuthita.

— o ———
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