Lo

i
E SHWEDAGON PAGODA
i egoddeoodeonS
TIGUMBA CETIYA HTOMANA TREATISE
[
O%(?%JGDO%QJGCD?Q:T{')(W@.D
YEAR 2600 COMMEMORATION
¢
| -8 !
i = = 4
! I — =
5 Py &
;_ ih = i ,
ReEErs =
=:‘| e ¢ ﬁ:,:‘__
: g -2 s .

Year in \iyanmar Era 1373

~ www.burmeseclassic.com ™=

;
3

-

L
e
¥

§
.



BC1208
burmeseclassic


SHWEDAGON PAGODA

YEAR 2600 COMMEMORATION

Year in Myanmar Era Religious Year
1373 2555
AD 2012

Cover Photo Tun J8h Khine (IR)]


BC1208
burmeseclassic


www.burme#eclassic.com
’ Content

No. Particulars Page

1. Preface 5

2. Having permisslon to worship - Wonderful Stupa 8

! 3. Introduction 1"
? 3. Tigumba Cetiya Htomana Treatise 13

4. Opening of first verse (G&tha) Praying for Buddha 17

_ 5. Opening of Sacond verse{Gatha)
J Fulfilment of Perfection (Parami) 19
, 6. Opening of the third verse(Gétha)
It Staying at seven places after attained Buddha 23
7. Opening of fourth verse(Gatha)

Buddha accepted offerings of the King of Nats

(Thikyamin) 38
8. Opening of fifth verse (Gatha)

Buddha accepted four alms-bowis of four

celestial Lords from Satthu-Mahariz heaven 39
9. Opening of sixth verse(Gatha)

Buddha having the rice cakes and honey that

| offerings of the two merchant brothers 41
10. Opening of seventh verse(Gatha)
Buddha taught two kdnds of refuge to Tapussa
and Bhalllka 42

11. Opening of eighth verse{Gatha)
Handing Over the Eight Strands of Halr &3

o ———


BC1208
burmeseclassic


www.burmeseclassic.com

12. Opening of ninth verse(Gétha)
The Construction of Stupa by the Merchant
Brothers who had brought the Halr Strands

13. Opening of tenth verse(Gatha)
The Radlation of Brilllant Light from the Halr
Relics on every sabbath day

14. Opening of efeventh varsa(Gatha)
Showing that Shwedagon stupa is the First
pagoda of the Buddha's Era

15, Opening of twelfth verse (Gétha) The Wish

16. Concluslon

17. Prayer and Shating the Merit

PREFACE
—angiExa—
Jeyatusabbamingalan:

Out of five Buddhas that have to come into
being in this Badda gaba, the fourth arisen Bud-
dha Gotama attained his Buddhahood in 103" Year
of Maha Era on Wednesday the Full Moon day of
Kason. He then spent seven sattaha (seven seven-
day weeks totalling forty nine days) enjoying the
pleasure of complete emancipation. While Buddha
was spending the final seven-day week under the
Linlun tree called Rajayatana, Buddha accepted the
offer of nourishment from the two merchant brothers
Tapussa and Balika and gave them his hair. That was
Wednesday the Fifth day of Waxing Waso month in
the year 103.

The day that the hair relics brought by the
two merchant brothers Tapussa and Balika were
enshrined by all human beings and deities under
the patronship of King’Okalapa to become what is
knowns Jivakesadatu Shwetigon Pagoda was the
Wednesday the Full Moon day of Tabaung in the
103rd Year of Maha Era. The year now is Religious
Year 2555 or 1373rd Year in Myanmar Era. Hence,
it has now been 2600 years since the time the stupa
was first built.

On this 2600th anniversary of the first con-
struction, the Trustee Board of the Stupa hds becu
trying to prepare for the celebration of Buddha Puja,
Dhamma Puja and Saugha Puja of the Pagoda.
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Sayadaw Baddanta Narada Bivumsa (SaCa
Aa Vatancaka) of Hlayatana Monastery, Nyaung-
don Pali University Kyaungtaik, Bahan Township,
the Counsel and Advisor of Jediyingana Pariyatti
Dhamma Nuggaha Examination, celebrated annu-
ally by the Trustee Board, instructed that Tigumba
Cetiya Treatise proffered by the First Moung Htaur!g
Sasana Sayadaw, should be translated from the antic
language into modern Myanmar for the benefit of all
concerned.

The Trustee Board deferentially accepted the
Sayadaw’s instruction and decided that the treatise
would be translated into English also, so that people-
-Myanmar as well as expatriate visitors--who come
to and pay obeisance at the pagoda could read and
study, and that it would be published in time for the
2600th Anniversary of the Pagoda’s first construc-
tion. Accordingly, a committee with the following
members was established.

(1) U WinKyaing
Head of Office
Leader

(2) U Maung Maung Oo
Translation Expert
Member

(3) UAungSoe
Supervisor, Museum &
Exhibition Dapartment
Member

Tigumba Cetiya Htomana Treatlse 7

4  USoeWin
Supervisor, Secretaries
Department
Member

() U Aung Myint Tun
Deputy Supervisor M & E Dept.
Member

(6) U Naing Win Aung
Computer-1, Secretaries Dept.
Member

The verses in the treatise prepared by the
Sayadaw in praise of Tigumba Cetiya are in Pali and
Antique Myanmar language. It would therefore be
not comfortable for the present- day people to read
and understand. And also to make the translation
into English easier, the treatise was rewritten using
present-day vocabulary. This version was used when
translating it into English. The complete process
which was started on 9 May 2011 was finished and
handed over in computer-typed form on 27 Septem-
ber 2011,

During this preparation process of writing
in Myanmar and translating into English, the advice
from Dr.Sundra Bivumsa and Dr Pavara Bivumsa,
the language expert sayadaws and the advice of those
from the Nainggandaw Sangha Wunsaung Central
Committee and from Theravada Buddha Sasana
University was sought for the practical translaticz.

The Tigumba Cetiya Treatise prepared Ly the
First Moung Htaung Sayadaw was done with: the vast
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and deep knowledge and wisdom of the author and
it was also about the unlimitedly great attributes of
the Pagoda. Much effort that has been put into the
translation of the treatise into Myanmar and English
would not be sufficient to avoid some setback. We
would only like to request the readers in advance to
accept such setbacks in our work as it has been done
with the best of our efforts.

We would here like to take this opportunity
to express our special appreciation to those from
the Trustee Board for their advice, to the team led
by U Maung Maung Oo, to Dr.Sundra Bivumsa
and Dr. Pavara Bivumsa who helped and advices
in translating to Myanmar and English to avoid dif-
ficulty in doing such things, and to those venerated
sayadaws from Nainggandaw Sangha Wunsaung
Central Committee and from Theravada Buddha
Sasana University. This appreciation is recorded as
a part of the history of the pagoda.

Shwedagon Pagoda Board of Trustee

Tigumba Cetiya Htomana Treatise 9

Having permission to worship -
Wonderful Stupa
—onEiBne—

All the pagodas of lord Buddha are won-
derful stupas because of covering with all Buddha's
Goundos. Among all these stupas Shwedagon is
the most wonderful one in this world and also the
wonderful pagoda for the sasana.lt has seven fac-
tors why this stupa is so wonderful and these are as
follow:

1. This stupa is the first established in all
the relic stupas after Buddha had at-
tained Sammasam-buddha Nana.

2. The hair that alive are being put into this
pagoda.

3. The ratio of the relic hair pagoda is pro-
potionate and good looking.

4. Kings from all ages had made renova-
tion of all sites in order to worshipable
stupa.

5. With all the meritorious deeds of the
people who came to worship this stupa
are always fulfilling.

6. Always covering with the Dhamma
sounds of Lord Buddha.

7. Complete existence of the ancient his-
torical evidence.

Because of these wonderfu! factors Shwe-
dagon Pagoda that was 326 feet high bes been
existing in the middle of eighty two stapas with
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complement of seven wonderful factors. It is just
like the golden mountain among the smaller other
golden mountains.

This wonderful and various worshipable
Shwedagon Pagoda that had comfirmation recorded
history about this stupa was written by the First
Moung Htaung Sayadaw in Pali and Antique
Myanmar language - at sasana era 2337 as Tigumba
Cetiya Treatise. But it was not so wide because of
combination with other treatises.

The year now is Religious Year 2555.
Hence, it has now been 2600 years since the time
the stupa was first built.So this Tigumba Cetiya
Treatise was translated Myanmar into English and
was published both Myanmar and English.

So that the relic hair Shwedagon Pagoda
based on all the Buddha's loves would be covered
onto all the people from this world as the rays of the
sun in the sky. Because of this love rays of Buddha,
people from the world also could stay peacefully in
this peace world.

Ashin Narada Bivumsa
(Hlayatana)

Tigumba Cetiya Htomana Treatise 11

INTRODUCTION
—ng e

The Shwedagon Pagoda enshrined with the
Four Buddhas’ Relics is the pride of the Union of
Myanmar and is also the image of all the Myanmar
Theravada Buddhists.

According to the records, the Shwedagon Pa-
goda was first built in 103rd year of Great Buddhist
Era and hence, the pagoda is now in 2600 years of
age.

During that period of 2600 years, the well-
known authors wrote many supporting evidences and
references in both Pali-Myanmar verse and prose forms.

The Tigumba Cetiya Treatise composed by
the First Moung Htaung Sayadaw was both in Pali
verse and Myanmar prose and has been lain latent
until Pitaka Byuha Association dug it out and turned
it into a printed form. It was a part of a book con-
taining two other treatises and accessible only by
literary readers and has never got into the hands of
the public, monks as well as laymen.

The Tigumba Cetiya Treatise, one very good
work of the First Moung Htaung Sayadaw, which
does not reach the general public, with the intention
of paying homage to the Dhamma, making available
to the public so that they can read and reverse and
for expatriate visitors to read and study, the treatise
will be printed and published by the Trustee Board

“both in Myanmar and English to commemoratz the

2600th anniversary of the Pagoda.
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Tigumba Cetiya Htomana
Treatise

o~

Ashin Nyana Bivumsa Dhamma Senapati,
who received this award three times from the Mas-
ter of All Royalties, the Owner of All Gems and
Jewelleries, the King who practised All Required
Royal Precepts, the King who had been named the
Great King of the Kings, the King who built the city
of Amarapura, and the Protector of the Buddha's
Teaching and the people under him, on the third
waxing Tuesday of Tazaungmon in the Myanmar
calendar year of 1155 (religious calendar year 2337)
along with over one thousand monks and laymen
arrived at Shwedagon Pagoda from the Amarapura
capital. He then, with reference to what had been
said about the hair relics of the Buddha in various
treatises, prepared in Pali and Myanmar as follows
the twelve verses called Tigumba Cetiya Htomana
with an intention to benefit all good people. May all
good people study and practise for the sake of their
meritorious benefits!

1. That Buddha who could have attained
Nibbana at the feet of Dipankara Buddha
forfeited the opportunity because he wanted
the Sabbinnuta Buddhahood himself. I pay
homage to the hairs that grew on the hesd of
that Buddba.
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That Buddha having fulfilled without ex-
ception all perfections required for the at-
tainment of Sabbinnuta Nana had become
incomparable Buddha. I pay homage to the
hairs of that Buddha.

That Buddha after attaining the Buddhahood
and enjoying the mental absorption at six
places had enjoyed the same mental absorp-
tion at the seventh place of Linlun tree. I pay
homage to the hairs of that Buddha.

That Buddha while at the seven-day sojourn
at Rajayatana accepted the teeth cleaning
frayed betel twig, terminalia citrina fruit and
the special water of Anovata lake from the
King of all Devas. [ pay homage to the hairs
which grew on the head of that Buddha.
That Buddha while at the same Rajayatana
place accepted the brown rock begging bowl
from the four Deva kings as had all previous
Buddhas did. I pay homage to the hairs which
grew on the bead of that Buddha.

That Buddha while at the same Rajayatana
place accepted honey cake and offered by the
two brothers Tapussa and Bhallika and ate it.
I pay homage to the hairs which glorified the
head of that Buddha.

That Buddha while at the same Rajayatana
place delivered the two brothers Tapussa and
Bhallika the first ever Saramnagon. I pay
homage to the hair relics of that Budda.

Tigumba Cetiya Htomana Treatise 15

8.

10.

11

12,

That Buddha while at the same Rajayatana
place awarded, for the benefit of the entire
wortld, eight hair relics to the two brothers
Tapussa and Bhallika who happened to come
there. I pay homage to the eight hair relics of
that Buddha.

The two brothers Tapussa and Bhallika took
the hair relics and built a stupa representing
the then live Buddha at city of Paukaravadi.
I pay homage to that first and foremost stupa
of those hair relics (Shwedagon Pagoda).
That stupa with the Buddha's hair relics
which benefit all human beings like the living
Buddha emanates every sabbath day several
hues of light. I pay homeage to that stupa all
the time.

The Buddha stupa at Tarvatinga abode and
the Dussa stupa at Bramah abode are the first
and foremost stupas during the days of the
Buddha. I pay homage to that Tigumba Hair
Relic stupa.

I pay homage to the hair relics. I praise the
bair relics. I worship the hair relics. May
these meritorious deeds be the cause of the
end of four Asava of mine!

&
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$Opening of first verse (Gatha)
Praying for Buddha

o~

When we count back to four asankhyeyyas
and one hundred thousand world cycles (Kappa)
from this Buddha world that had appeared five Bud-
dhas, there was 2 young Braman named Sumedha
who was not only expart in astrology(bei-din) but
also belonged so much properties in the race of Bra-
mana Mahatnala. After he had found the four kind
of signs(namei), birth, old, sick and dead, he offered
all the properties that saved by his relationships and
renounced the world. He changed into hermit at the
monestry which offered by Thikyamin on the moun-
tain of Dhamika in the forest of Himaliya. He got
absorptive concentration(jhana) within in seven days.

At that time Dipankara Buddha around with
monks amount of four lakh stayed at the monestry
named Thudhathana in the town Rama Nagara.
People from Ramanagara were also making and
preparing the road from Thudhathana into the town
by throwing verity flowers.

The hermit, Sumedhi didn't know the appear-
ing of Dipankara Buddha because of his meditation.
When he heard about the appearing of Dipankara
Buddha, he was so delighted and asked for a part of
road to repair. Sumedh# hermit prepared the roac
himself although he can do this work by his power
(dagou).
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Dipankara Buddha and four lakh of monks
were coming up along the road that was prepared
by the citizens of Ramanagara before the road of
Sumedha Hermit was not yet completed.

At that time Sumedb3 Hermit said "I will
offer my life today. I make myself as a bridge on
the mud and Dipankara Buddha with all the four
lakh of monks let step on my body and not to step
on the muddy place," and fell down on mud before
Dipankara Buddha.

While Sumedha Hermit falling down on
the place, Hermit thought and said, "Though I can
enter into Ramanagara as a Arahanta by ending
craving (Kilesa) just now and I can't accross from
reverse (sansara) like this faint ordinary feature and
I'll show my power as [ am a perfect man. I'l] let all
the creatures free from the reverse (sansara) by put-
ting on raft (hpaun) of way to nirvana (me' gin) like
Dipankara Buddha.

(1)  being a human

(2) beingaman

(3)  having perfection (parami) to be arahat

(4)  pray to Buddha with facing

(5  being a hermit or a monk

(6)  having fully absorptive concentration

(7)  Dedication his life to Buddha

(8) filling the pratice at perfection with
strong desire and ext..... eight categories were
completed to the hermit that Dipankara Buddha
saw about it. So that Dipankara Buddha standing

Tigumba Cetiya Htomana Treatise 19

up in front of the hermit's head who laid down on
mud and had given pronouncement (Bjadei) that if
counted from Tharamanda world to the above of
four asankhyeyyas and one hundred thousand world
cycles(Kappa), the hermit would become Budddha
named Gautama.

This relic hair wasn't the hair of Pacceka
Buddha and Ariya Disciple only the relic hair of
Omniscient one (Buddha) who abandon Nirvana
which nearly got in hand and said prayer to be Bud-
dha. It is the first verse in order to know the people
and monks.

Opening of Second verse(Gatha)
bt Fulfilment of Perfection
(Parami)

oo

After having prayed to attain Supreme
enlightenment (Sammasambuddha) at the feet of
Dipankara Buddha, he worked done the parami
at the feet of twenty three Buddhas begining from
Kondanna up to Kassapa and asked for to be preach
(Bjader).

Futhermore, Buddha to be of the future, ful-
filed the three kinds of parami wihich are Samanya
Parami (fufilment by giving off personal belong-
ings), Opa Parami (fufilment by giving off body
parts big and small), Paramahta Parami (fufilment
by offering his life) in all his successive rebirihs.
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In all his lives in the four asankhyeyyas and
one hundred thousand world cycles (Kappa) be
kept his concentration on his prayer to be Buddha
and there was no life that did not fulfil parami. He
fulfilled the perfection of giving (Dana parami) in
his lives of Akaiti Braman, Sinkha Braman, King Da-
ninsaya, King Maha thudathana, Maha-Gawwainda
Braman, King Naymi, King Sandakumara, Rich
visasha, King Sivi and King Waysansaya.

Especially when he was a rabbit king in the
Thatha-pandhita Jataka (play/zat), he leaped into the
fire in order to donate his body and flesh to Thikya-
min who appeared before him in the form of braman.
He fulfilled Paramatta Parami by throwing away his
life.

During his lives as King Elephant Silava,
King Dragon Sampayya, King Dragon Buridha, King
Elephant Saddan, King Zayaditha, King Taymi, King
Alinasattu, he fulfilled Sila Parami.

Especially, He was King Dragon Sinkhapala
in the Sinkhapala Jataka (play/zat). When the hunters
pierced the dragon's body with sharpened iron rods
to kill and carry him (to be died with iron rod), he
did not lose temper or get angry. He practised his
total patience of Paramatta Sila Parami by throwing
his life.

He practised and fulfilled his Nekkhamma
Parami during his lives as Prince Sawmanasa,
Hahtipalathadotha and Prince Ayawgara.

Especially, he was king Sulasuta-thawma

Tigumba Cetlya Htomana Treatise 21

in Sulasuta-thawma Jataka (Zat). He left the kindly
life as if it was useless and valueless like spit and of-
fered his life in practice and fulfilment of Paramatta-
Nekkhamma-Parami.

During his lives as Wisdom Viduya, Maha-
gawainda Braman, Wisdom Kudala, Wisdom Araka,
Boddi Paravite, wisdom Mahawsahta, he practised
and fulfilled the perfection of wisdom (Panna-
Parami).

Especially, he was Wisdom Saynaka in the
Satubata Jataka(Zat). In that life he brought the Co-
bra out from snake basket by his wisdom and offered
his life to fulfiled Paramatta-Panna-Parami.

He fulfilled Viriya-Parami during his lives as
King of peacock, Kahnadipayana hermit and Sawnya
bermit.

Especially, he was King Janaka in the Maha-
Janaka Jataka(Zat). During that life when he was in
the middle of the ocean without any hope in sight,
he never gave up or lost spirit but kept swimming
to and from practising Paramatta-Viriya-Parami by
risking his life.

He practised and fulfilled the perfection of
patience (Khanti-Parami) during his exitence as
King Silawa, Dama Deva, King Buffalo Mahein-
sayazarsariya and Maha Kinsana hermit.

Especially, when he was Khanti Wadi hermit,
he did not show any anger to King Kalabu who stuck
him with a sharp axe as a tree or log. He practissd
and fulfilled Paramatta-Khanti-Parami by thrciwing
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away his life.

‘When he was in the lives of King Quil, King
Fish, Sacca Hermit and King Monkey Satudaw,
he performed and fulfilled the perfection of truth
(Thitsa-Parami).

Especially, when he was king Maha-thuta-
thawma, he kept his promise by coming back to
Pawritharda and fulfilling Paramatta-Sacca-Parami
by offering his life.

He maintained and fulfilled his perfection
of resolution (Aditthana Parami) during his lives
as Odonbara-wartha Bird, Rich Sul and Sahtupar
harayarsaka hermit.

Especially, in the Mugapakkha Jataka (Zat).
He was King Taymi. During that life he showed
and proved that he loved Thabanyuta Wisdom more
than his parents by staying silent for sixteen years,
pretending to be dumb. He thus fulfilled Paramatta
Aditthana Parami by offering his life.

He fulfilled the perfection of loving kindness
(metta Parami) in the lives of Suvannasama King of
Kings (Emperor) and King Stag Miga-Razar.

Especially, in the Akaikayaza Jataka, he
was King Eaikarit. In that life he abstained from
making anybody frightened or wotried. He fulfilled
Paramatta-Mitta-Parami by throwing away his life.

He practised Upakkha Parami during his lives
as Sula Boddi hermit, Mardinga hermit. Specially, in
the lawmahansa Jataka he was Lawmahansa hermit.
In that life when he was sleeping using a human

Tigumba Cetlya Htomana Treatise 23

skull as pillow in the grave yard, the villagers in
sulted him by spilting on him and other ways but he
showed patience and disregard. He offered his life in
the practise and fulfilment of Paramatta-Upakkha-
Parami.

Hence, to praise the practise of Haytu Sam-
pada (practice on the basic pillars of wisdom for at-
taining Sammasambuddha Nana), Pahana Sampada
(getting Ahthawekhaya nyan) and Nyama Sampada
(attaining Sammasambuddha Nana and all these
were making of blessing.

This hair relics wasn't the hair of Pacceka
Buddha and Savaka only the hair relics of omniscient
one (Buddha) who abandon Nirvana which nearly
got in hand and said prayer to be Buddha. It is the
second verse in order to let the people and monks
know.

Opening of the third verse(Gatha)
Staying at seven places after

Zgﬁ attained Buddha @
oo

At this countless lives he fulfilled ten catego-
ries of perfections (parami) that enlarged by thirty in
all his lives countinuously. At the third life before
life of prince Sakdahta he was King Waysansaya and
he offered large donation seven times by shaking t:e
earth violently.
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After King Waysansaya he was Setaketu
deva in Tusita Deva, and stayed with full facalities
till five hundred and seventy six million years.

All Buddha to be who had achieved preor-
dainment events made by Buddha (Bja-dei) didn't
live with alive to the end because of eager to fulfil
parami. Only in the second life he lived the whole
his life to the end because he had already fulfilled
parami.

At the time of thousand years before Buddha
the rumour came out that Buddha would appear.
Then all the devas from ten thousand universes made
a solemn request to Setaketu deva that its time to ap-
pear as Buddha and to rebom in the human world. So
he gave permision after he had seen the five kinds of
seeing. Then the Deva had to come from Tusita Deva
and bad been taken pregnancy in Maya Devi's womb
on the full moon day of Waso who was the queen
of King Suddhodana of Kapilava town in Thekka
country by dreaming with thirty two omens. (signs
/ Namates)

After ten months later of having pragnamcy,
queen Maha Devi went to Devadaha where the
relations lived when the queen reached the place
called Lumbini where was between two countries
Kapilavatthu and Devadaha, the queen entered into
inngin forest in that place. While she was standing
and handed the branch of inngin tree, the Bodhisatta
(Buddha to be) was bom on full moon day of Kason
with full of wonderfuls by coming out two water

www.burmeseclassic.com
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spouts and arising thirty two omens (signs) clearly.

When Bodhisatta was born, four Bramans
named Thoutdhawatha accepted with golden net and
four Celestial Lords from Satumaharit accepted with
the skin of Panther and then all the people accepted
with white cloth.

Bodhisatta stood on ground from people's
hand and he looked at the appearing space beyond
four directions of the compass and a thousand uni-
verses. Because didn't see any body who looks like
himself, Braman was putting up the white umbreila,
Thuyama deva was holding the Yaktalfly-whisk
and all the rest of devas were holding the four edge
dagger, They proclaimed that there was nobody like
Bodhisatta in this world (Lawka). Bodhisatta walked
seven steps to the north and stood at seventh step and
proclaimed, " I am the highest noble in this world ".

After Bodhisatta was born, they came back to
Kapilavatthu without going to Devadaha When they
arrived at Kapilavatthu, Karladevila hermit who was
the teacher of King Suddhodana came to the palace
to see Bodhisatta because of hearing the words that
the Nats (devas) were saying.

King Suddhodana carried Bodhisatta to the
front of Karladevila hermit in order to worship this
hermit. But the Bodhisatta stood up on the hermit's
head without praying him so that even the hermit had
to pray to Bodhisatta. His father, king Suddhodanz
also prayed to his son who was recently born when
he saw that wonderful event.
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Karladevila hermit was also perfect in super
patural knowledge (abein-njin) which can see forty
worlds (Kappa) from front to west. He smiled be-
cause he saw that this Bodhisatta would be Buddha
surely. He weeped because he saw that he couldn't
worship to Buddha for he would have been at a jupa-
boun.

At the fifth day after Bodhisatta was born
that giving the name to him, let the eight Braman
astrologists see Bodhisatta's fortune in the meeting
of Brahmana. Thudhata Braman told that Bodhisatta
must be Buddha surely by holding one finger up.
All the rest seven Bramans told that the Bodhisatta
was either King monarch (Cakka-Batti-Raja) or the
Buddha by holding up two fingers each.

After the astrologists had predicted the Bod-
hisatta's fortune, they decided that the prince would
make the welfare for all the creatures in world so
that they named the prince "Sakdahta Kumara".

One month later after the Bodhisatta was
born, celebrated a royal ploughing ceremony ac-
cording to the custom of Tharkiwin Kings. Let the
guardiang look after the prince under the shade of
Eugenia tree at the ceremony. While watching the
ceremony they forgot the prince. At that time the
prince was sitting and taking meditation (breathing
in and out) and then he was getting the first absorption,

The shade of the Fugenia tree was still stay-
ing by natural circumference without moving as the
sun. When his father, King Suddhodana saw that

www.burmeseclassic.com

Tigumba Cetlya Htornana Treatise 27

wonderful event, he prayed second time to his son
who was born only one month.

And then at the age of sixteen his father, King
Suddhodana wanted to give him throne so that the
king let the prince show his power of the technique
of bow and arrow in order to please the Tharkiwin
Kings. So forty thousand princesses were given to
him. The prince enjoyed the wealth of Tharkiwin
King (as Cakka-Votti-Raja) until twenty nine years
together with Yasodhara princes at the golden palace.

One day when he went around in royal garden
by coach that drive with four horses, he saw vision of
four persons, the old aged, the sick, the dead and the
monk who was created with super natural power by
devas. He planed to be ordained as a monk himself
because he was so frightful of this sight.

He went to the garden to bathe in the Min-
galar pool. After taking bath in the mingalar pool,
he changed his dress on the flat stone. While he was
getting on the coach, he heard the news that gave
birth of Yasodara Devi. At that time the prince said
that it was binded him as eslipe. King Suddhodana
named his grand son Yahulakumaya caused to that
word eslipse.

At that midnight the Bodhisatta had slept a
moment and when he woke up, he saw the princesses
who serve him were sleeping without good looking.
He wished to renounce the world because he thought
that his palace was like a cemetery which threw
corpses and like a burning house.
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The prince called Sanda ama and told him
to prepare Kantaka horse for renounce the world at
that day. The horse was also so glad because of the
prince preparing him for renounce the world so that
it neight strongly but the Nats prevented that sound
not to hear the people in the palace.

Bodhisatta went to Yasodhaya devi's bed
room to see his son. The prince opened the door and
stood only at the door sill and looked at his son.

The prince went down from the palace by
riding the Kantaka horse and let Sanda ama hang-
ing the horse's tail to renounce the world from the
gate that was opened by the Nats at midnight on full
moon day of Waso from Kapilavatthu country.

At that time Satan (Marnat) came and told
prince to return back to palace for Sakya Yatana
would arrive within seven days. But the prince did
not accept it. After leaving the palace the prince
eager to see Kapilavatthu country. According to the
custom, it was no matter to look back for the Bo-
dhisatta but he looked appearing Kapilavatthu that
turned in front of him as polter's wheel. He went out

{o renounce the world by worshiped of Nats, Dragons
and Gurudas.

The prince arrived at Anorma river only
one night that far 30 yuzanas from three countries,
Kapilavit, Devadaha and Kauliya. After the prince
had taken omen of Anorma was meant that his life
of monk also would not be inferior/ wicked, let his
horse jump to other bank of Anorma river. When
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he reached other bank of the river, stepping on sand
pile, holding the magai and hair knot by the left hand
and he cut his hair by the right hand with four edged
dagger (Than-lje).

The rest hair was only two inch after cutting
his hair by clockwise. The rest hair was no need to
cut next and this two inch hair had still in all his
whole life.

He threw his cutting hair together with magai
up to the sky and said that if he would definitely
become a Buddha the hair might still stay in the sky.

Thikyamin saw the hair which stayed in the
sky about one juzana (13 miles) and accepted with
jewell basket and then built Sulamani pagoda with
emerald about three juzana high.

Thudavatha Braman who was at one time
Bodhisatta's friend at the time of Kassapa Buddha
said that my friend renounced the world today and of-
fered eight materials of Buddhist monk (pareikhaja)
together with sacred robe woven with lotus (Kyath-
ingan) to Bodhisatta.

The Bodhisatta also changed into Buddhist
monk by wearing this sacred robe and threw his
sarong up to the sky by saying the words that if he
would definitely become Buddha, it might still stay
in the sky.

Gadhikara Braman accepted this sarong
which staved in the sky and built the pagoda name::
Dutha with jewells about twelve juzana high.

After he had made himself as a moak, let
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Sandaama together with Kantaka horse return back
to country.

The Kantaka horse died by broken heart
after the Bodhisatta disappeared from its sight and
it became deva (Nat) at Tarvataintha Deva named
Kantaka after Bodhisatta stayed as a2 monk in the
mango-tree forest near the Anomar river for seven
days, he entered into Yazaghol country that was
thirty miles away in order to accept offered food
only day by day.

The people from Yazaghol country saw
Bodhisatta who was very good looking appearance
and they thought that this was full moon or Thikya
or Brahma so that the people reported to King
Bainmithara.

Bodhisatta also after accepting food and
came out from the country, he had his food under
the shade of Pannawa mountain.

King Bainmithara also came out quickly from
his palace and chased after the Bodhisatta. He found
the Bodhisatha at Pannawa mountain and enquired
about of Bodhisatta's race.

The king had so respect to Bodhisatta so that
the king offered his throne to Bodhisatta but Bod-
hisatta refused to take the throne. Therefore the king
requested the Bodhisatta that if he would become a
Buddha came to his country first. Bodhisatta also
accepted the King's request.

Then the Bodhisatta approched to Arlara
hermit and Udhaka hermit to do eight attainments
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state of meditation. After getting eight attainments
state of meditation, he entered into Uruwaila forest.
Even though there were five disciple to serve him
who were Kondanna, Vappa, Bhadiya, Mahanam,
Assaji, he pratised the difficult practice (dou' kara
sari ja) with frugality. He passed the days by having
one grain of rice and one sasame seed per day. He
also cut the nourishment at all time. Because of his
doing austerities practised strongly, the Bodhisatta
became thin and stunted and then disappeared th.u'ty
two distinctive features.

The Bodhisatta couldn't interested in med1-
tation and he fell down on the ground because he
was 30 tired. The Bodhisatta was in a doze nearly
to death and Nats thoungt that he was dead. So Nats
told to King Suddhodana that his son, Bodhisatta
died without attaining Buddha. King Suddhodana
believe that his son wouldn't die wihtout becoming
2 Buddha.

After the Bodhisatta had practised the Duk-
karacariya (difficult practice) for six years long, he
realized that this practice wasn't the cause to become
Buddha. The Bodhi satta went into town and village
to accept the offering food and had nourishment. So
that his complexion was like the gold colour and
appeared thirty two distinctive features clearly.

Five disciples left Bodhisatta without pay-
ing service to him and went into Megadawon forest
because they thought that Bodhisatta couldn't be
Buddha. Among five disciples, Kondanna tld that
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Bodhisatta must be Buddha by putting up one finger
and the rest four had predicted Bodhisatta's fortune
by putting up two fingers.

After five disciples bad left, Bodhisatta alone
practised and when the time was going to become
Buddha, he dreamed five facts at night small hour
of the day on Kason la zan on the date of fourteen.
After taking omen (namai) at dawn Bodhisatta said
that he must surely become a Buddha that day, he
approched to the foot of the Bodhi tree near Narin-
sara river and sat there by facing to the east.

At that time, Sujata who was the daughter
of rich Thayna living at the edge of Uruwaila Block
prayed to Bodhi tree to get baby. Because her wish
was full, she cooked rice gruel food (milk-food) in
order to offer to the Nat from this Bodhi tree.

When Sujata also sent her servent to clean
the Bodhi tree, her servent found the Buddha sitting
down at the Bodhi tree and she thought wrongly that
the Bodhisatta was the Nat from Bodhi tree who
showed himself, so that she replied to Sujata about
this. Sujata was so pleased that she put milk food
into the golden bowl which worth one lakh and she
went to Bodhi tree and offered milk-food together
with gold bowl to the Bodhisatta. Bodhisatta also
accepted the offering milk food from Sujata. After
the Bodhisatta went round the Bodhi tree with clock-

wise, he went down to Narinsara river, Bodhisatha
bathed at the bank named Thupatouthta which every
Buddha had bathed as usual, After he had a bath,
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Bodhisatta had had the milk food of 49 fist full to the
end. After having the milk food, Bodhisatta floated
the gold bowl into the river owing that if he would
@ﬁm‘tely become Buddha let it flowed up to the
niver. After the gold bowl had flowed up to the river
about eighty cubit feets, it sank to the place of dragon
country named Yinsanarika which lived King dragon
Karla. It took place under three gold bowls which
were used by Kassapa Buddha, Konagon Buddha
azi Kakusanda Buddha by making the sound "chin,
chin",

When Karla King Dragon heard that sound,
he woke up with praise that someone attained Bud-
dha yesterday, today also had attained Buddha again
and there were many human being Buddhas.

‘ The Bodhisatta stayed at inngin forest near
Narinsara river in the day. After taking worship of
all the Nats, Brahmas, Dragons and Garudas, Bud-
dha went to Maha Bodhi by the path of created by
the nats at night, After the Bodhisatta had accepted
eight bundle of grass offered by grass reaper named
Suddhiya, Bodhisatta approched to Bodhi tree by the
south, west, north and stood. Then he stood only at
the east and said that the place was staple and de-
stroyed the passion (Kilaysa) so that he spread the
eight bundle of grass. At this moment Bodhisatta
sat on Aparajita throne back at Bodhi tree and face
to the east. And then he vowed (adhihtan) with four
categories of parseverance that if he won't be Bud-
dha, he never get up from this place.
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At that time Thikyamin worshiped by blow-
ing cornshell, Pinsathinka Nat worshiped by pla_y—
ing barp with sweet (Mingalar) songs, Thantuthita
worshiped by making air with ruby fan, all the Nats:
worshiped with garlands and festoons. Thahanpati
Brahma worshiped by putting up the white gem
umbrella, heavy sleeper dragon (Karla dragon)
worshiped by saying so many gratitude words.

Satan from Wathawutti Deva made a plan
that Sakdahta Kumar wanted to over come my
country and I couldn't pay to ever come. Satan. pro-
claimed together with his armed soldiers by riding
on Girimaykalar elephant. But he approached ﬁom
the back of Buddha becanse he dared not come 1o
front of Buddha. Although be threw with nine heavy
weapons and rocks, because of Buddha's power and
glory (dagou) the weapons changed into garlands,
festdon and pounder of fragrance and couldn't shake
even Buddha's robe. The satan and all his soldiers
over whelmed on Buddha and ordered to stand up
and get down from the throne. Because Buddha had
filled practising uncountable perfections, he con-

quered Satan and his soldiers before sunset by let
the earth shake strongly, let Girimaykalar elephant
kneel down and let Satan and his soldiers run away.

After Buddhahood had conquered Satan
together with all his soldiers.

After Bodhisatta had conquered Satan to-
gether with his soldiers, he attained Pubbcnivzfsa
Nana insight (wisdom) at night fall, attained Dib-

Tigumba Cetiya Htomana Treatise 35

bacakkbu Supernatural insight at midnight, attained
Asavakkhaya Nana inside at dawn. After he had
thrown away all the Defilements (Kilesa), Bodhisatta
attained Superme Englightenment (Samma sambud-
dha Nana) at the end of Pissavakhana Nana insight
at dawn on fullmoon day of Kason. From that time
Bodhisatta attained unrivalled Buddha (Sammasam-
buddha) at the top of three kinds of world.

After Bodhisatha had attained Buddha
(Sammasambuddha) at dawn, Buddha said the ulter
words of joys (exualtation/ Udankju) begining with
"Anakajatisamsaram" as each and every Budddha
had said. After Buddha said exualtation (Udankju)
Buddha stayed on Aparajita throne for seven days by
enjoying absorption infruition-mind (Phalasamapat).

Buddha stayed in meditation that
was Absorption in fruition on the Aparajita throne
that was 150 feets from Bodhi tree. That palce was
known as Bodhi Sattaha.

When Buddha sat on the Aparajita throne by
meditation, some sprits (Nats) thought wrongly that
Buddha did not give up the desire on jewel throne
as he did not get the enlightenment. Buddha showed
the power(Tagoe) by getting up into on the sky. And
then he got down from sky and he stood at a little
far, north, in front of jewel throne that the throne
was the effort of fulfillment of perfection (parami) in
four asankhyeyyas and one hundred thousand wor'd
cycles (Kappa). Buddha gazed at both the Bodhi
tree and jewel throne for seven days. That place was
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known as Anematetha Sattaha.

And then Buddha created a long golden
bridge from east to west in the space that between
jewel throne and his feet and he walked on that
bridge the whole seven days. That place was known
as Sinkamana Sattaha.

And then Buddha meditated on the Higher
Teaching (Abidlamma) inside a beautiful jeweled
chamber that created of sprits(Nat). That place was
Jmown as Yatanagaya Sattaha.

And then Buddba stayed in meditation for
the whole week at the foot of Ajapala Bayan tree
that lived goat-herds men far from eastern of Maha
Bodhi tree. The Satan (Manet) said that he did not get
any chance when he waited and followed to Prince
Sakdahta (Buddha hood) for stopping that achieving
of enlightenment.

At that time Buddha got the enlightenment
so Buddha was freedom from his country. So Tanha,
Rati and Raga (daughters of Manet) came to Bud-
dha to disturb his meditation by dancing in the most
seductive and charming maner. But Buddha just shut
his eyes and continued his meditation.

At that time Brahmana Homhomka came and
asked to Buddha about Brahma. But Buddha did not
teach directly to him because he couldn't understand
the sermon. So Buddha tought a verse to him. That
place was known as Ajapala Sattaha.

And then Buddha went and meditated at the
foot of another tree near the Mucalinda lake that far
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from southeast of Bodhi tree. At that time, it was
raining very heavily the Mucalinda dragon came
and coiled around the Buddha's body and kept his
hood over the Buddha's head so that Buddha was
protected from getting wet by the heavy rain. When
the rain stopped, the dragon became a young man
and worshiped to Buddha. That place was known as
Mucalinda Sattaha.

And then Buddha sat and meditated under a
tree called the Rajayatana tree that a little far from
south of Bodhi tree. After that Buddha accepted the
Kyazu fruits, betel tree trunk twigs and water from
Anawatta lake that offerings of Thakyamin. Buddha
had the rice cakes and honey that offerings of two
merchant brother, Taphussa and Bhallika with the
sapphire alms-bowl that offerings of the four Celes-
tial Lords from Sattumahariz Deva. That place was
known as Rajayatana Sattaha.

Buddha gave the hair relics to the two
merchant brothers, Taphussa and Bhallika at the
place of Rajayatana, that was Buddha attained the
enlightenment at the 49th day, fifth day of Warso.
Buddha praised by stayed in meditation with intense
concentration of mind. It is the third verse in order
to let the people and monks know.
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Opening of fourth verse(Gétha)
Buddha accepted offerings of

the King of Nats
% (Thikyamin)
I

Gautama Buddha stayed without washing the
face, showering and having nourishment(alms-food)
for forty nine days at the foot of a tree called Rajfly-
atana by doing meditation with intense concentration
of mind (jhana) for seven days and nights,

At the dawn of 49th day when Buddha wished
to wash the face, the king of the Nats (Thikyamin)
became aware of the wish and offered to the Buddha
with Kyazu fruit, betel stick(twig frayed at one end
to clean the teeth) and water from the Anawalta lake
for washing the face at that time. Lord Buddha had
the Kyazu fruits, washed his face and stayed at the
foot of linlun tree of Rajayatana place.

It is the fourth verse in order to let the people
and monks know that Lord Buddba was honoured
for his equanimity with the offering of the king of
the Nats (Thikyamin) at the place of Rajayatana and
that the hair relic were given to the two merchant
brothers, Tapussa and Bhallika at that place.

Tigumba Cetiya Htomana Treatise 39

Opening of fifth verse (Gatha)
Buddha accepted four alms-bowls of
four celestial Lords from
Satthu-Mahariz
heaven

o~

After Buddha had finished washing the face
and stayed under the Linlun tree of Rajayatana
place, two merchant brothers, Taphussa and Bhal-
lika with five hundred carts arrived from Mitzema at
Pauwkharavadi city of Okkalapa division for trade.
This was near the Linlun tree of Rajayatana place
that Buddha was meditationg.

They were stopped by an angel who had
been the mother of Tapussa and Bhallika during
their fifth last existence. After they made salution
and due respects to the angel, she urged that Buddha
who attained the supreme enlightement and knowing
the four Truths, was staying under the Linlun tree
of Rajayatana. They were instructed by the angel to
offer with rice cakes and honey to Buddha and be
wealthy in their whole life by doing so.

The two merchant brothers were very joy-
ful when they heard the words of the angel. So they
went to the foot of Linlun tree that Buddha stayed
and offered with rice cakes and honey in a gold cup.
They told Buddha to accepted the offerings so that
they should be wealthy in their whole life.

When they offered with rice cakes and hioney
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to Buddha, Lord Buddha thought that all previous
Buddhas had not accepted by hand so what he should
do becauese the lotus alms-bowl that offered by the
Brahma called Gatekara was disappeared by law of
nature. Buddha planned that how could he accept
the rice cakes and honey.

As the four celestial Lords from Sathu-Maha-
riz heaven knew the wish of Buddha, they got down
from four cardinal points. Buddha did not accept the
emerald alms-bowl that offering of the four Celestial
Lords from Sathu-Mahariz. They offered again with
invaluable, green gram coloured, the four sapphire
alms-bow! to Buddha.

Buddha accepted the four sapphire alms-
bowl and piled them up. Buddha vowed that the four
alms- bowl become to one with four obvious borders.

[t was the fifth verse in order to let the people
and monks know that the four Celestial Lords from
Sathu-Mahariz had offered the Sapphire alms-bowl
at the place of Rajayatana praised by non associated
with other and that after accepting the offerings,
Buddha gave to Taphussa and Bhallika the sacred
hair.
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Opening of sixth verse(Gatha)
Buddha having the rice cakes and

honey that offerings of the
two merchant brothers
R )

Buddha had the rice cakes and honey which
were offered by the two merchant brothers in which
the invaluable, green gram coloured, the four sapphire
alms-bow] that was offered by the four Celestial Lords
from Sathu-Mahariz.

On full moon day of Kason, Buddha had the
milk alms-food that was offered by Sujater, daughter
ofrich Sena, the mother of Yatha monk. Buddha did
not have any nourishment until during forty nine
days. But Buddha stayed without feeling of great
thirst and hunger.

After Buddah had the milk alms-food on
full moon day of Kason, Buddha had attained the
supreme enlightenment (Sammasambuddha Nana).
For forty nine days, Buddha did not have anything.
On the fifth day of Waso Buddha first had the rice
cakes and honey that was offered by the two mer-
chant brothers. Therefore they were first to be offered
alms-food to Buddha.

Buddha was praised and honour that he
stayed in meditation that was Absorption in fruition
and he did not have any nourishment during full forty
nine days. After that, Buddha had had the nourish-
ment at the place of Rajayatana, he gave this haiy
relics to the two merchant brothers. It was the sixth
verse in order to let the people and monks know.




42

Opening of seventh verse(Gatha)
Buddha taught two kinds

w,  Of refuge to Tapussa .
o and Bhallika ﬁ
oo

After Buddha having rice-cakes and honey
that offering of Tapussa and Bhallika, Buddha taught
his Dhamma to them, they were first to be established
two kinds of refuge (Saramnagon/ two venerable;
the Buddha and Dhamma). They asked Buddha to
please regarded as a lay devotee during as long as
their lives lasts from that time.

Buddha was praised that he told exalted
words to Tapussa and Bhallika with kind reception
and he gave the hair relics to Tapussa and Bhallika,
the lay devotees who were established the two kinds
of refuge (Saramnagon) at Rajayatana place. It was
the seventh verse in order to let the people and monks
know.

My,
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Opening of eighth verse(Gatha)
Handing Over the Eight

Iﬁ Strands of Hair ﬁ
o>

As such the two merchant brothers Taphussa
and Bhallika who had become the first two pronged
worship venerators in the world requested thus:
From today onwards, what should we worship and
pay respect? Please give us something to worship
and pay respect.

The Lord Buddha then with his right hand
stroked his head and plucked out eight strands of
hair. And with the desire for the benefit of all people
in future, he handed over the hair strands stuck to
His hand to the two merchants saying thus: These
strands of hair are for you to worship and pay respect
to.

The fact that the Lord Buddha had handed
over, at the seven-day sojourn of Rajayatana, eight
hair strands to the two merchants who had become
two pronged worship venerators, is mentioned in
many a treatise. As such, the Lord Buddha for the
long term benefit of all disciples offered the hair
strands and we exorbitantly praise this act and to
let all people know this accordance with what is
mentioned in the treatise, this eight verse is recited.
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Opening of ninth verse(Gatha)
The Construction of Stupa by

the Merchant Brothers
é who had brought é
the Hair Strands
o

Due to the fact that the two merchant borthers
Taphussa and Bhallika had the wish of the previous
lives, they had the opportunity to offer food to the
recently attained Buddha; they became the first ever
disciples with two pronged worship veneration and
reveived what was a part of the Buddha and what
was actually a part of the Buddha and what was actu-
ally a replica of the Buddha i.e the eight strands of
the Buddha's Hair. They then took the hair strands
to their place in Paukkharavadi township known as
Asitincana and enshirned them in the first ever stupa
of the Gautama Buddha's era. By knowing thus the
true story of Shwedagon stupa, this verse in recited
in order to arouse the conviction of the wholesome
disciples.
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Opening of tenth verse(Gatha)
The Radiation of Brilliant Light from

A o)

The stupa that had been constructed at
Paukkharavadi town known specially as Asitintana
radiated every sabbath day the brown colored light
as if it were the living Buddha showing the way to
wealth and peace. This is due to the fact that at the
time of delivering the hair strands to the two mer-
chant brothers Taphussa and Bhallika, the Buddha
made a vow that "on each and gvery sabbath day,
may the brown coloured light be radiated to offer
peace and wealth to all beings present!” This verse
is recited in order to proliferate the conviction of the
wholesome disciples through the knowledge of this
miraculous power of the Tigumba stupa.
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Opening of eleventh verse (Gatha)
Showing that Shwedagon stupa is

. the First pagoda of the s«
ﬁ Buddha's Era Lﬁ
T

The Tigumba stupa constructed by the
two merchant brothers Tapussa and Bhallika at
Paukkharavadi town known as Asitincana is the first
among all the hair-enshirned stupas and those that
enshrine other items of the Buddha.

Talking about the bair-enshrined stupas,
it was been nineth month of Buddha attained en-
lightenment when he visited to Seingo (currently
Sri Lanka) island. A stupa was constructed there
enshrining the Buddha's hair that had been given to
Mahasumana deity at Sumana cave mountain and
was called Mahijingana.

» While sojourning at Veluvun monastery
in Yazajo, at the request of Ashin Anuroda, Ashin
Sobita, Ashin Padumotra, Ashin Gunasagara, Ashin
Nyanapandita, Ashin Jevada, the six arahats for the
benefit of those living in remote places near the
ocean, the Buddha stroked his head to pluck out the
+ hair and gave each of the arahats a strands of hair.

Out of the six arahats, Ashin Anuroda handed
over the hair strand to Thikyamin at the place that
out line area of the kingdom not very far from the
ocean to construct a stupa there.

Ashin Padumotra again at the same area
gave the hair strands to Manimekhala female fairy
to construct a stupa there.
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Ashin Gunasagara again at the same area
(Pjisandari place) gave the hair strand to a boatswain
to construct a stupa there.

Ashin Nyanapandita again at the same area
gave the hair strand to the dragon king to construct
a stupa there.

Ashin Jevada again at the same area gave the
bair strand to seven boatswains of Damilan national-
ity to construct a stupa there.

This area having six stupa, so many for such
an area, was accordingly named Kesavajana village.

In addition to these stupas, according to the
vow of the Buddha: "when I passed away, may my
teeth, hair and others fly above into the sky and be
taken by deities so that they will construct a stupa
each at every universe!, the relics flew above out of
the burning pyre to become stupas.

Out of the stupas thus enumerated and those
enshrining other items, only this Tigumba stupa is the
first ever stupa of the teaching era of Gautama Buddha.

When the Buddha to be left his palace for a
location where he could practise meditation, he cut
his hair and threw it into the air along with the head-
wear, he made a vow saying that "if  would definitely
become a Buddha, let this hang in the sky." The hair
thus thrown up occupied an area of one yujana and
hand there. The leader of the deities came and picked
it up and built a stupa named Culamani.

This stupa was constructed not after the at-
tainment of Buddhahood but before it.

The sarong which the Buddha-to-be vvore
also was thrown in the same way and with the same
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vow. It was taken in the sky by Sahampati braman
and a fully-jewelled stupa by the name of Dussa was
constructed.

This stupa also was constructed not after the
attainment of Buddhahood but before it.

So therefore only Culamani and Dussa stupas
were constructed before the attainment of Buddhahood.

After the attainment of Buddhahood,
however, only this hair-enshrined Tigumba stupa
constructed by the two merchant brothers Tapussa
and Bhallika is the first ever stupa. This fact is men-
tioned in Theraapadan, Inguttara Ekanipata, Jatakatti
Athakatha Htupavunsa. Thus with the intention to
proliferate the conviction of the wholesome disciples
through the knowledge about this attribute of the
Tigumba stupa, this verse is recited.

Opening of twelfth verse (Géatha)

The Wish
e
Although this homage process was done in

various forms of praise, if there were no wish for the
end of Asava, there would be no realization of Nibbana.

Only if there is the wish for the end of Asava,
there would be the benefit of Nibbana accrued. This
1s stated in Diganikaya Sutpatheya. Athough the five
causes of sada, sila, suta, saga and panna are pres-
ent, if there is no verbat or mental wish, whatever is
wanted would not materialize.

All these are mentioned in Mijjjima Nikaya
Sincharupapatti Sutta Athakatha and as such Nib-
bana, the expiration of all sins and misdeeds, can be
realized only through the ardent wish. Showing this
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process,_it is intended to let all obtain the benefits
of Sabbinnuta Nana through natural bent and the

wis_dom that would end Asava, this twelfth verse is
recited.

@ Conclusion @

_ ' Whathasbeendonebywayofgivingdeﬁniﬁon
m various forms of presentation in praise of Tigumba
stupa 18 not in any way done without reference to
religious treatises not it is an invention of the author.

It is taken out from such treatises as Buddha-
vumsa, Mahava, Theraapadan, Anguttara Ekanipatta,
Jatattaki, Sarattha Dipani, Jinalinkara, Datuvumsa,

. Even if there is any deviation from what is said
in those treatise, it should not be said that it is so. The
reader shoul_d take it as it is mentioned in the treatises.
Ashin Nyanabivimsa Dhammasenapati, who
has .been profferred with five monasteries and three
distinct awards by the owner of the white elephants
apd the life of his people, the builder of Amarapura
city and palace there, the fair ruler of the country,
on Tuesday, the third waxing day of Tazoungmon of
the religious year 2337 and 1155 year by Myanmar
calendar left Amarapura capital for hair-enshrined
Tigumba stupa to pay homage and study all the avail-
able books on the stupa. Sayadaw then prepared the
twelve verses about the origin the stupa in Myanmar
language with the intention to let the readers under-
stand more easily. The work was finished success-
fully with all the translations and elaborations.
) End of the Paper prepared in praised of
Tigumba Stupa.




50 SHWEDAGON PAGODA

PRAYER AND
SHARING THE MERIT

The Tigumba Cetiya Treatise proffered by the
Commander of the Dharoma, Great King of Dhamma
the First Moung Htaung Sasana Sayadaw when he
visited the pagoda with the entrourage of over one
thousand monks, novices and laymen was printed by
the Trustee Board of the Pagoda with the intention of
making it available for all monks and laymen alike to
respectfully study and note it for future generation.
We wish that these various acts of merit be the good
and sure support in our endeavour to get out of the
samsara and reach Nibbana!

If we cannot get out of the revolving samsara,
we wish that we would never get to any abode of
suffering including niraya and get born in the vicin-
ity of parents, tcachers, families and friends who
respect meritorious deeds and be able to heed their
admonition.

Moreover, like the great Sanputta Htera,
may we travel through the rough and tough road of
smasara without hardship and complete with whole-
some way of vocation!

We would like to share this merit to initially

D o @ e
e@@:czesmem

parents, teachers and friends of ours, and those de- | C cC oc C

ity guardians of ours; guardians of Singuttara hill; e ?E,JEDD EE-.) S;ICDQEBJ?U]

Tapussa, Balika, king Okkalapa and the king of E e - :

Deities and Bramahs; and lastly those donors who , i a'\:‘g'\jalﬁ,ﬁ (mjmq,rg JSSE’) Joa Ja ‘?é
| e L

repaired and rebuilt the Pagoda in the course of time
till now.

May all of you receive this share of merit and
be healthy and wealthy all the time!
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