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(It appears that he had made all arrangements.

for a revolt against the Japs! which woild have
taken place even if we had nor come into
Burma so quickly. He has no ambition. Mis

honesty is contrasted with the bldt&nf dishonesty '.

of Ra Maw)
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‘(Now that the Japanese have.accepted

terms for the surrender of their armies.
in Burma, I wish to thank and congratulate:

you and all ranks on the part which the
PBF bas played in the final stages of the
liberation of your country. Your co-opera-

tion with the regular forces has contribu--

ted effectively to the heavy’ casuahuez
that “have been recently -inflicted om th
Japanese )
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‘(I was impressed by Aung San. He was.
not the ambitious, unscrupulous guerrilia
teader I had expected. He was certainly
ambitious and meant to secure for himself
a-dominant position in post-war Burma,-
but T ‘jndged 'him to be a genuine patriot
and a well-balanced realist-characters which

ard th always combined.
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The -greatest impression he made on wnd
was one of honesty. He was not free with
glib assurances and he hesitatedito commit
bhimsel, but 1 had the idea that if be

agreed to do something he would keep

his word. I could do business “1th Auvag
San.)
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(I have placed before my colleagues in
the AFPFL and the PBF your offer - to
appoint me in the Burma Army.Although
we need vo put this matter through some
procedurey before a decision is recorded,
I can say now that 1 shall be giving up
the military career.v1 regret very much
that I shall not be able to serve further in
the Army. But this is the majority .dggision,
and 1 must abide by it. Personally; I would
bave preferred a m:ilitary career, above
ali others, for a permanent calling. Also, I
should have liked to serve even if only
to ollige you who have helped us in
manv wavs and who will forever retain
an afectiopate place in my heart irrespec:
tive of the changes in fortunes in the
relations between Britain and Burma that
the future may hold. T shall, however, helg
the army authorities here till the formal

.amalgamation of the PBF and the Burmz

Army -has been completed.)
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‘(1 would like to say on behalf' of the-
Delegation that whatever differences we
may have in Burma, though indeed they-
are few and unimportant, we are one in
our demand for full and unfettered free-
dom. We want that freedom soom, and
we want to have the  opportunity to
prepace for it now. ¢

(GEL)

géc:bos w%‘llﬁ .

‘aad work together wvithout

classic.com

]

When we speak of Burma, we envisage
2 Burma united and free. There are no
insurmocuntable obstacles in the way of
achieving that unity. JIf all the racial
groups in the country are offered full
ireedom, and if they but meet together
interference,
they will unite. This is also true of the
so—called independeiit Karenni States. We
strongly hold the view that religion or
trace should not deprive any citizen in
Burma of his rijpht to freedom‘ '

Those then are our aspirations and our
just demands. I can say that all the peoples
of Bufma, irvespective of race or religion,
stand behind the demands.

We consider that independence.. should
come to Burma within a vear from now.
We are gratified to hear the Prime Mini-
ster repeat the assurance that he gave in the
House of Commons on the 20th December,
and we are grateful to His Majesty’s Go-
vernment for the expression of their inten-
tion to leave it to Burma to choose between
independence within the British Common-
wealth -and independence outside, and io
aid us to get our fulfilment as sooe as
possible. It happens sometimes in history

Ty v’
em2808i8a01g [SET))
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that the noblest of intentions }[Xi_‘f, to bear
fruit and that broad principles get ciluted

or defeated in the actual execution in detail. ¥
I am led to mention this because of ¢ur:

experience in Burma, but we do appreciate
the good wishes of the Prime Minister and
His Majesty’s Government. I can make ihe
assurance that we on our part will also
respond in the same 3pirit.

In Burma the Constitution of 1935 and
the White Paper of 1945 are unpopular.
Our peoples are expecting that vur Delega-
tion will get from His Majesty’s Govern-
ment a new scheme which will enable themn
to participate in the managemeat of our
affairs and which will 1e1d us to indepen-
dence.)
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'~ CON(’LUSIONS REACHED IN THE
CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN
‘HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT AND
THE DELEGATION FROM THE
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF THE
GOVERNOR OF BURMA.

CONELUSIONS

His Majesty's: Government and the
Delegation of the Burma Executive Coun-
cil having discussed all the matters affect—
ing the future relations between Great
Britain-and Burma which were raised by
‘the Delegation have reached the following
agreed .conclusions as to the methods oy
which the people of Burma may aclideve
their independence, either within ¢r with—
.out the Commonwealth as soon 2s possible:
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1. The Constituent Assemoly

: \ www.burmesgec

In order that the peuple of Byuime
may decide on the future consiitution of
their country as soon £s possibie a Cousti-
tuent Assembly shall be €lected instead

of a Legislature under the Act of 1035.- |

For this purpose the electoral machinery
of the 1935 Act will be used.

. Elections wi'l take place in Apx'-i-!‘_ fer the

geperal nom-communal, the Katen, and the
- Anglo - Burman constituegcies as. constituted
under the Act of 19357 and for each. constiia-
ency two members shall be returned. Any Bur-
ma nationals (as defined in Annex A) registered
in a general constituency other than one of those
mentioned ahove shall be placed on the register
of a general non-cornmunal constituency.

2. Transitional Form of Government,

During the period of transition the Govern-
ment of Burma will be carried on as at present
under the special powers of sectioin 139 of the
Act of 1935 and the Temporary Provisions,
Act of 1945 together with any Orders in Councit
made thereunder. »

If any exceptional circumstances arise which
in the opinion of either Government require
special treatment, His Majesty’s Government
will consider what, if any, alteration can be:
made to meet such circumstances.

(o) Bicantufid 2

lasgic.com. ..

S iater:

‘During the interim perind there will be a
Legisfative Gouncil as provided by the Act of
1%45. Power will be sought by His Majesty’s
>overnment by Order in Council to increase
the numbers authorised from 50 to 100.

As soon as the elections to the Constituent
Assembly are completed, the Governor will
nominate a legislative Council of 100~Tt will =
be drawn from amoug those elected to the
Constituent Assembly with the inclusion of a
small number of persons to represent the
non-indigenous minorities.

The powers of the Legislative Council
will be identical wjth those possessed by the
recently dissolved Legislative Council of 50.

4. Interim Government.

_ The Executive Council of the Governor
will constitute the Interim Government of
Burma.

While it is not possible to alter the legal
powers of the Executive Council, or of the
‘Governor, which must continue within the
framework set out in paragraph 2 above, the
intertm Government will be conducted generally
in the same manner as the [aterim Governe
ment of India at the present time, and in
.particular;

:-._\eg?sé:?xg-mm‘{ (JJEH
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(@) The Executive Councii wili bs freited:!

with the same close corsuliaticn and corn-
sideration as'a Dominion Goverment, 2nd wiil

have the greatest possible freedom iz the
day-to-day adminisiraiion of

exercise. of the
the country.

The “convention exercised during the
currency of the Act of 1935 as to the Goverror

presiding at the meetings of the Council of

- Ministers shall be continued in relation to the
Executive Council. C T
(b) ‘His Majesty’s Government - agree  in

principle that the Government of Burma shall

have finiancial autonomy (see Anpex BY;

(¢) Matters concerning Defence and External
Affairs will be brought before the Executive
Council, which will be fully” associated with
the disposal of business in such matters.

(d) TheGovernor will depute to his Counsellor
for Defence and External Affairs the day-to-
day administration of those subjecss,

Subf‘cct ouly to the limications inherent in
the legal position, the Executive Council wilt

be at full liberty to raise, consider, discuss.
and decide on any matters arising in-the field,

of policy and administration.

5. External Affairs.

There shall be appoinied forthwith a tligh
Commissioner fov Burma to cepresent the

[(1ee),

$iomaEnfich
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surmese Government .in London. His Ma jesty’s:
yovernment will request the Governments of
the countries with which Burma wishes to
exchange diplomatic representatives to agree
to such an exchange,

6. ‘Membersiiip of International Organisations..

* -~ His Majesty’s Government will lead their-

f u_IlI-S_llplp01"_t to any application by Burma for
membership of the United Nations Organisa-

_ tion as soon as Burma’s constitutional position:

makes it possible for such an application to
be entertained. In the meantime His Majesty's
Qovernmcnt will explore with the Secretary—
General, how far 1t is possible for Burma to-

‘0e represented at any meetings of, or under-

the auspices of, the United Nations Organisa--
ion.

~They will also approach any other inter-
national bodies which the Government of"
Burma may desire, with a2 view to ascertain-
1mng whether Burma can be associated with
the work of such bodies as a member nation
Or otherwise. ‘ -

7. Defence. )

ta) In accordance with settled practice alk
the British forces stationed in Burma il
rzmaln under the ultimate control of His-
Majesty’s Government.

- . s_‘
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db) All Burmesé forces will forthwith come
under the control of the Government of
‘Burma.

(c) His Majesty’s 'Government have agreed
in principle” that the G. O. C. in Burma
shall become subordinate to the Governor
and Government of Burma at the earhest
practicable moment, but for the present, until

the liquidation of inter-allied arrangements’
of Command which cover many countri¢s;~

the G. O. C. in Burma will remain under
S.E. A.L. F. During this period there will of-
course be clpse collaboration between the
.Governor, the Government of Burma, and
the authorities concerned.

Approgriate arrangements on similar lines

‘will apply 'in respect of the Naval and Air
-services.

‘(d) The question of assistance in building
up the Defence Forces of Burma -will be a .
matter for discussion -betweep the --two -
-Governments. His Majesty’'s ~ Goveroment

wish to do their utmost to help the Govern-
ment of Burma in this matter, but must have
regard to their already heavy commitmenis
in other parts of the world. T

(¢) The question of the retention of use of
-any British forces in Burma after the coming
" into operation of the new conmstitution.will. be
.a matter for agreement bétween His Majesty’s

Government and the Government of -Burma, .-

G, | “Bremof oA
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8. Frootier Areas.

It is the agreed objective of both His
Majesty’s (Government and the Burmese
Detegatas to achieve the early unification of
the Fronmiier Areas and mipisterial Burma

| with the free consent of the inhabitants of

those areas. In the meantime, it is agreed
'that~the people of the Frontier Areas should,
in respect of -subjects of common interest, be
-cJosciy nssoclated with the Governmens of
Burmn In & manher acceptable to both
parties. For these purposes it has been agreed:

(a) There shall be free intercourse between
the peoples of -the Frontier Areas and the
people -of ministerial Burma without hin—
.drance. '

{(b) The leaders and representatives of the
peoples of the Frontier Areas shall be asked,
¢ither at the Panglong Conference to be
held -at the beginning of the next month or
.at a special Conference to be convened for the
purpose, to express their views upon the
form of association with the Government of
Burma which they consider acceptable during
the transition period: whether—

I. by ‘the appointment of a small greep
of Frontier representatives -to advise
‘the .Governor on Frontier affairs and
“to have close liaison with the Fxecutive
Council: .or '

¢'.D'>‘Em-_$_t§.a:013 o $ ';('1??)}
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I1I. by the appointment of one. Frontier

Area representative as Executive Council—

lor in charge of Frontier Affairssor -

1II. by some other method.

_© (c) After the Papglong meéeting, or the

_special conference, His Majesty’s. Government

and the Government of Burma will agiee

upon the best method of advancing their
common aims in -accordance with the expressed

Lrviews of the peoples of the Frontier Areas. =

@ A Committee of Enquiry shall be set .

. ..up. forthwith as to the best method of associa-:

T ting the Frontier peoples with the working

out of the new constitution for Burma.-Such

Committee will consist of equal number of

ersons from nunisterial Burma, nominated
y the Executive Council;-and of persons from
the Frontier Areas, nominated by the Gover—
nor after ' consultation with the leaders of
those areas, with a neutral chairman from
outside Burma selected by agreement~ Such
committee shall be asked to report to the
Government of Burma and His Majesty’s
Government before the summoning of the
Constituent Assembly.

- 9. Finance.

_ A number of financial questions have been
considered apnd an agreement bas been arrived

GRS remsfohid

AR Y TR

at as tc liow these matters should be dealt
with, which is set out in Annex -B attached
hereto,

10. GCther matters.

A -pumber of other questions will arise
for settlement between His Majesty’s Govern—
ment and the Goverument of Burma ¢onnected
with the change in the status of BurmasThese
will be taken up as they arise and will be
dealt with in the same friendly cooperative
spirit that has marked the present discussions.

Both His Majesty’s Government and the
Delegates of the Burma Executive Council
are convinced that by a continuation of the;
present method of consultation and co-opera-
tion smooth and rapid progress can be made
rowards their common objective of a free and
independent Burma, whether within or without
the British Cammonwealth of Nations, and
they have,~rherefore, agreed to co-operate in
the settlement of ail future matters which
shall .arise between them through the transi-
tional period until Burma’s new Constitution
comes into operatiomn.

(sdy C.R. ATTLEE, (sd.) AUNG SAN:
10, Downing Street, S. W. I, '

27th January 1947.
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Note: The Hon. Thakhin Ba Sein and the
Hon. U Saw are unable o asssciais
themselves withh these conclusions

ANNEX (A)

A Burma National Is defined lor the
purpose of eligibility to vote and to stand a¢
a candidate at the forthcoming slections 2§ a

- British subject or the subject of an Indian

State who was born in Burma and resided .

there for a total period of not'less than eight

years in the ten years immediately press eding

either Ist January, 1942, or ist Januvary, 1947
(ntled) C.R. A. (Tatied) AO

ANNEX (B)
FINANCE.

1. His Majesty’s Government have agreed in

principle that Burma should have financial

autonomy. . -

2. His Majesty’s Government - have uader—
taken to do all they can to secure her effec-

(128) o Bremofadidh -

stie so desire, of the International Monetary
#Fupd aud the International Bank.

3. Burma has received as an interest-free
loar approximately £ 8 million (net) for the
‘;avr‘;a financial year October 1945 to
septeruber 1946 a2nd 1t has already beén
meed that.» for the ‘inant.ial year October
3946 to Septemhcr 1247, she should receive a
twther £ 7.5 million (net). His Majesty’s
Covernment have now agreed that they wills
make a further contribution towards this
vear’s deficit on the Ordinary Budget. taking
account of any contribution for the Frontier
Araas.

“-1-‘ As regards the' Projects Budget (which

zals mainly with the governmental activities)
,—hs Mizjesty's Government will examine the
possibility of a credit with a definite ceiling,
without United Kingdom control, but with
ithe fullest exchauge of information.

5. His Majesty’s Government are prepared
to agree in principle to the possibility of
converting a part of apny interest-free loan
ixto an outright grant in the light of the
result -of the further joint study of the faets
of the financial situation (see next paragrash).

easfohilanig ORI



6. It is agreed that tiers <’3uy'\(. 5 QMEme

joint study in Bupns  of the facts of e
financiai sitwation,s without {nmmiraucnt ou
either side. Should further financia! agsistancs
be needed from His Majesty’s Goveramen:
beyond that agreed jn paragraphs 3 and 4 of
this Annex, this assistance, W given, will he
subject to such conditions as may be zgreed
upon.

(Intld) C.R.A. (Tatid) A S,
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(1t was interesting to observs how ik
young man, who had never LeEsn tn
England before and whose =2xperience

hardly extended beyond the usages of -

Burmese Society,”much less cosmopolitan
than now, received his guests, as thev

were announced, with pleasant asscrances
“The night was very cold; the {ourtain-

outside the Dorchester was irozen; the
centra! heating had broker dowsn; the
. electric fires scattered about the big

reception room hardly took the chili off

the air; yet the party went well/AungSav,
a neat little figure in his Major-Ceneral’s
uniform,”was eyed with some curiouity
by the foreign diplomats, who found it
“an experience to meet an Asiatic whe
had wrested’ his country two days beiovre
~ffom—the-grip of an old coionial power.

They called him Your Excellency. It was -

noteworthy how he outshone the other
Burmese present. His habitual resarve had
thawed; he was genial and gay.”lt was us
if he were conscious for the first time
that he was not only a national hero but

an international celebrity.'Tin Tu? who .

was inclined to shepherd him, ncw showed
him off with respectful pride.)
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'(In my view, Aung San was a statesman
of considerable capacity and wisdom, as
was shown by his proposal for dealing.with
the minority communities on generous
lines- :
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(I would like to thank vou, Wi, Chaie-
man, for your informative speech awaiin:
with various subjects which are «op ;lraz
importance to the country and the inierss

the chamber has tasep in tirm.

Buma 1is essentially an agriculiural
country with only a few wmmportant fndne-
tries. The war twice fougit over in he
coupntry, has ravaged the eLonomy.”] wenid
doubt if anyone has the full measure of
the " destruction of life and propariy
Agriculture has suffered. The few iudas.
tries that existed ‘have been desireowidl.
The demonetization of Japanese currens:
has impoverished everyone by one stroke
Add to these econamic ills, the political
"uncertainty that prevailed aftzr the cocu-
pation, The result was chauvs.

Much has been dons noew. as the chair~
man has pointed cut, i the rehnodijic-? ui
of the country. Rallway track mbleaye has

K:-J'Gﬂ)_‘, gseém'agm%:'cﬁ

m,l F

lassic.com N
-ased, and the inlagd corununicatiens
v exiended. Sufficient numbers of
nsport vehiclys now run on the roads
ric plauts have beewu repaired. Mining

ope thﬂ:: have started zagain.

The Government and the hungry world,
~~e smuch to our cu.tivators for their

spiendid efforts in i1ncreasing production

=-zinst =0 many shoutages tn labour, cattle,
‘mylemwents and in the situation of unrest.
agricalture promisig, with necessary en-
couragawent 2nd assistance, to keep up this
recovery. Expert  of 730,000 tons of rice
has been sanciioned for the first half ™ of
1947. By abtout Maya review will be made
~{ the stack -nositien, and 1 am optimistic
that we shail be able to supplv a million
tons for the vear { agree with vou thae
s0 long as the food shortage exists in the
world the Government shouvld discharge
1ts  obligations by controlling all exports
n? surplus food grains. You also mentioned,
My Chairman, the iifiiculty in maintain=
ing the pre-war bigh standards, in quality,
o Burma’s rtice due 1n unsatisfactory
;.:Z_?.ling.{We ate, bowever, ‘defermined to
keen  up  the S*'iﬁd’-‘de and we skall
inaintain quality surveys for exported wice. _
] hope that within a4 few yeais the

c;;;os;¢>$t8:0';|{ \(.!58)



agriculitural
stored Burma to the Jront rauks af rice
exporters where she stood before the war.

I agree with you, My, Chuitiman, atout
-the poor vield of cotico und ollseed- *Fis
season. After all we cannot controt ihe
weather, and tre f{ailure of early aius
has been bad fcr the crop:. We may not
have an exportable surplus this year, hut

we should try to keep up our irade -
connections. The Goverument is therefore

considering if it wounld bz possibiz Lo nixke
at least some token exports. As regurds
oilseeds we have asked ifor 45000 tons of
groundnut oil from India. Some countries
consider this a high demand in the shoriage
~the world is in. Actually "it' is net such a
high demand, and the figure 13 arrived 2t
after considering minimum needs of aur
peasants who must have enough to eart s0
that they may have strength to work.
Regarding pulses and beans, we shall ury fo
-export whatever is surplus to needy.lands.

As regards timber, the Governmear is
aware of the need to increase produciion,
in order to meet domestic needs and 10
Tegain the pre-war markets. I realize thst

the loss of teak and timber by thei* is

KJ?")J §|Gmdgu§:a§

- I { ik 1751 g Adeapit 1ol t
1 rehabiltaiion WWWab_Utrvfn . GI@aSEIQ}@Om } despite  vigilant efforts

ac the Xorest Depzrtment. We are
€:vidg  our atreation 19 these urgent
oroblemna, )

Now 1 want 6 touch on the Projects. They
were pianned  in Simla. They were said to
idve been designed to help in the speedy
rehabilitation of this devastated Jand, and
the’ Government is supposed to have ultimate
-control over thejr policy. Iwill be frank,Iam
not at all satisfied with the way the projects
tunction, uor their relations with the Govern-
ment. A policy may have the most laudable
objects .but if the execution is bad, the policy
cannot have good results. Let us not pretend
that the projects arec well run. The Road
Transport Board and the Civil Supplies
Board, forexample, are scandalously wasteful,
‘We bave received reports that there are no
proper checks to discover or prevent wastages
and lcsses and these have been running into
crores. We cannot afford these, especially in
the present sivation when every rupee must
be used to improve the lot of our peoples.
The Government,there fore, intends to control
the projects closely in order to improve
efficicncy and extend the national interest
We shall review the workings of the projects,
In consultarion with representatives of non-—
officials.

[ stand for the ultimatc nationalizatior of
zll important industries. I firmly believe t!}gt

7
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only nationalization can gi=y-é’¥1Y¥ﬁ’é’r- QHEM

of living and greafer happiness to the perples.
But nationalization, in its true sens2, musti
be accomplished at the right time in the right
spirit. The projects have scme semblance - to
nationalization, but they seem to be killing
what indigenous enterprises there are instead
of promoting them or helping the peoples:Our
policy is to nationalize to promote the generaf
welfare; and if this cannot be achieved yet,
we must not strangie indigenous enterprises.
The Government will need to' assist and
encourage them still furthev so that they may
play their part on the growth of the economy.

I do not believe that capitalism is desirable
for all time. But I also hold the view that
in a country like Burma we have yet to go-
through the capitalist phase before: we can
advance further. But capitalism must not

-enjoy anarchic freedom> Burna will need
foreign capital for fast econmic growth, and
we must welcome it. We shall accept capital
provided it will work under proper controls
and not exploit as in the past. Foreign capiral
should reap fair rewards, and we weuid, on
our part, benefit fron: the emplovment it
gives to our peoples, and the growth of ocur
etonomy.)

Our political future has now become certain.
after the signing of the London Agreement.
The political ailment has recejved treatment..
but our economic ills rzmain, and. as long

~as they do, the taw and order situation

L)

~ s -
ém::«:xa m%& o

t tmprove as fell ¢r as fast as it should.
The fGovarnment wil. nowever, take up . tie
restorayion of law snd  order as a priority:

There is labeour unrest ia the country and
many workers are on strike. Many of their
grievances are valid, and the conditions of our
wockers are poor compared with those enjoyed
by their counterparts in other advanced coun—
tries, Workers have no standing in this
countiy, and they are not properly provided
for their old age or adversity. Wokers have
awakened and are asking for their rights. As
in any movement theirs has its excesses and
errors, but we must not condemn them. The
Government expects commercial interests to-
cooperate in the settlement of labour disputes,.
not merejy in law but in the proper spirit.)

L1
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