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TRIALS IN MYANMAR
By '
- Maurice Collis
Review: By George Orwell
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* Trials in Myanmar by Maurice Collis

This is an unpretentious book, but it brings out with
unusual clearness the dilemma that faces every official in an
empirc like our own. Mr Collis was District Magistrate of
Yangon in the troubled period round about 1930. He had to
try cases which were a great deal in the public eye, and he
soon discovered the practical impossibility of keeping 1o the
letter of the law and pleasing European opinion at the same
time. Finally, for having sentenced a British army officer to
three months imprisomnent lor criminal negligence in driving
a car, he was reprimanded and hurriedly transferred to another
post. For the same offence a native woulg have been imprisoned
as a matter of course. S P

The truth is that every British magistrate in India is in
a false position when he has to try a casc in which European '
and native interests clash. In theory he is adminisiering an
impartial system of justice; in practice he is part of a huge
machine which exists 10 protect British interests, and he has

flen got o choose between sacrificing his integrity and
dzamaging his career. Nevertheless, owing (o the exceptionally
migh wraditions of the Indian Civil Service, the law in India is
=iministered far more fairly than might be expected — and
moidentally, far oo fairly to please the business community.
Mr Collis grasps the essential situation clearly enough: he
szcognizes that the Yangon has profited very little from the huge
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wealth that has been extracted from his country, and that the
hopeless rebellion of 1931 had genuine grievances behind it.
But he is also a good imperialist, and it was precisely his concern
for the good name of English justice that got him into hot water
with his fellow countrymen on more than one occasion.

In 1930 he had to try Scn Gupta, one of the leaders of
the Congress Party and at that time Mayor of Calcutta, who
had paid a flying visitto Yangon and made a seditious speech.
The account of the trial makes curious reading—an Indian crowd
roaring outside, Mr Collis wondering whether he would be
knocked on the head the next moment, and the prisoner sitting
in the dock reading a newspaper 10 make it clear that he did
not recognize the jurisdiction of an English court. Mr Collis’s
sentence was ten days’ imprisonment—a wise sentence, for it
deprived Sen Gupta of a chance of martyrdom. Afterwards the
two men were able to meet privately and talk the affair over.
The description of the Indian and the Englishman meeting in
perfect amity, each fully aware of the other’s motives. each
regarding the other as an honourable man and yet, in the last
resort, as an cnemy is strangely moving and makes onc wish
that politics nearer home could be conducted in an equally
decent spiril. s

Review by George (J)rwell
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LETTER TO F. TENNYSON JESSE

By
George Orwell
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Letter to F. Tennyson Jesse

Dear Miss Tennyson Jesse,

You ask me what is my knowledge of Myanmar. It 1s out of
date, but 1t 1s quite good of its kind. I was in the Impenal Police in
Myanmar from 1922 to 1927, so that I know from the inside a hittle
about the work of governing a coutnry of that kind. I also know
how the Europeans used to behave, and {rom what | could learn
from Myanmar and English acquaintances, they had not imporved
greatly in more recent years. In your book you said nothing about
our economic exploitation of the country, the way in which. for
instance, we could get oil and other raw materials at a fraction of
what they would have cost if Mygnmar were an independent coun-
v, and though you did mention it, you §pft-peda'iled the social
musbehaviour of the British and the frigtion to which it ha; led
over a long period. As to the figures for the Myanmar {ifth column,
I simply can't accept 5,000 as any\&:llere near the truth. though I
can well believe that the number was smaller than was reported at
the ume. The figure of 5,000 being official doesn't make it any
more credible—rather the opposite, as naturally those responsible
‘or the admunistration would minimize the amount of opposition.
Ever since 1921 sporadic guernilla fighting had been llapﬁening in
1y anmar involving much larger numbers of people than that. and
© was admitted during the 1942 campaign that enough Myanmar
=ere operaung with the Japs'to affect the mulitarv issue to some
exz=nt. [ had accounts from one or two people who were in Myanmas



www.burmeseclassic.com

25 - Bopet

at the time. The whole administration of the country simply
folded up in the face of a serious threat, and it had been possible to
‘foresee years beforehand that this would happen. We have treated
Myanmar better than we have treated some countries, but on the
whole it is a sordid story and one ought to begin any book about
Myanmar by saying so. Did you ever read my novel about Myanmar
(Myanmar Days)? I dare say it's unfair in some ways and inaccu-
rate in some details, but much of it is simply reporting of what I
have seen.

Your sincerely,
George Orwell
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MR. PICNIC
. By _
Bernard Hollowood

SypjoprigE:



i —— o= |

www.burmeseclassic.com

sqfidoroy TR




www.burmeseclassic.com

Mr Picnic

It is an odd thing that a hard-boiled egg or a bloaterpaste
sandwich can be greatly improved in flavour merely by being
carried out of doors and ‘across a few fields. The egg becomes
somehow more eggy, the paste more bloated.

Every picnicker knows-this and isgxpected to discuss it
zt length. In fact a picnic can be accounfed a failure if the tgble-
talk deviates in the slightest (warnings of approaching wasps
excluded) from a straight forward commentary on the ambrosial
guality of the food,

The reason for all this is obvious. Deep down every
picaicker fedls that he has earned his food the hard way, that
%= has won his hard-boiled egg from the eyrie of some fierce
=z2gle, wrestled for hours with a man-eating bloater, slain the
safami with his bare hands. The picnic takes man back,
suibconsciously, to his Stone-Age hunting days, to the years of
- czave-manliness, when his palate was fresh, undefiled by
and harsh synthetic flavours.
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Few people, 1 imagine. have prepared more thoroughly
fr_lr a picnic than I. Nothing has been left to chance: I have
visited an exhibition devoted entrely to the technique of ‘Eating
Qut of Doors’ (held recently at the Tea Centre, London. and
arranged by the Council of Industrial Désign in co-operation
with the Tea Bur=au); I have pried — somewhat conjecturally
~— into the history of picnicking: 1 have hoarded chocolate
biscuits for months, and a large X marks the approved spot on
my map of Surrey. And since | happen to know a man at the
Meteorological Office 1 have no fears about the weather.

Let me tell vou what 1 have discovered. Well, first, that
the British are the most enthusiastic and inveterate of picnickers.
I readily admit that the French have word for it (pique - nique
- and can you imagine a word with an etym, more dub?), but
I submit that the consumption of large, chef-cooked diners at
little tables set on the pavements of Paris is not picnicking as
we understand it. It may be eating out of doors, but it is no
- pique-nique. I readily admit, too, that the Americans have things
called barbecues (borrowed from the Spanish barbacea) on
which they are apt to grill enormous kingsize steaks al fresco.
These barbecues, however, are fixlres and seldom more than
fifty- feet from the back porch and the cockuail cabipet. In my
view they disqualifv the Americans as picnickers.

Again, I will admit that a certain amount of picnicking
goes on in‘Cemral Europe, in the Black Forest, the Tyrol and
possibly the Carpathians, though it is accompanied by t00 much
lieder-singing and. stein-waving for my taste. And there is
nothing in Chekhov to suggest that the Russian picnic was ever
anything more than a frivolous pastime of the bourgecisie.

If T have still to prove that the British pionesred the picnic -
let me remind vou that the sandwich was invented by an
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Englishman, John Montagu, fourth Earl of Sandwich (1718-92),
and that a picnic without sandwiches is unthinkable. We British
have been eating out of doors for centuries, ever since we
invented cricket, ever since we invented holiday resorts, news-
print and fish-and-chips. John Bull is Mr Picnic.

What else have I discovered? That the manufacturers are
trying to make things easy for Mr Picnic. They are offering
him such remarkable aids to picnicking as “a kettle which boils
waler no matier how it rains or blows. using newspaper, leaves,
dead bracken or twigs as fuel,” an electric kettle “which runs
off a car battery,” a one-and-a-half-gallon water-bucket weighing
just over an ounce. a contrivance for turning sea water into
drinking water. a “floating knife” (for spreading jam under
water?), collapsible telescopic plastic beakers, a portable radio
and direction-finder... Mr Picnic should welcome these gadgets,
no doubt, as useful, perhaps essential, items of camping
equipment: but he should be on his guard against further
developments. If the manufacturers are encouraged too much
they will produce a portable, collapsible picnic hut, completely
wasp-proof and ant-proof. and equipped with a charcoal-burning
barbecue, an eleciric dish-washer (run off a car battery). a
television set, a refrigerator and easy chairs. Oh, vyes, and a
orinted set of instructions on “How to Enjoy a Troubke-Free
Picnic™ A '

Half the fun in eating out of doors, surely, is in evading
and surmounting such natural hazards and obstacles as biown
sand. fligs, ants, wasps, thunderbolts. bulls, farmers. stray dogs,
exhaust fumes and golf bails without any elaborate apparatus.
Professional picnickers, tramps, agricultural labourers, men who
&g holes in roads, soldiers and poets, seem 10 manage quite
well with the simplest equipment. A can of beans, a brushwood
Sre and a penknife, are enough-for most vagabonds. R. L.
Seevenson, you will remember, merely dunked his bread in the
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river. I have never actually dipped bread in a river myself, but
I'm sure it must be delicious. There is practically no work
involved in the preparation of this simple meal, and no washing
up after wards. Fitz Gerald's recipe “A jug of Wine, a Loaf
of Bread—and Thou” is also a great labour-saver. Simplicity,
then, at all costs. An “attractive easily carried basket containing
four cups, two one-pint vacuum flasks, sandwich tins, milk flask
and butter container, at 28s. 6d, the set” should be enough even
for the most fastidious.

1 am well aware, ot course, that picrucs in the nineteenth
cenwry were often very elaborate affairs indeed, stiffly and
stuffily formal and attended by retinues of servants. (Fashionable
Londoners formed a “Picnic Society” and called themselves
Picknickians.) I doubt very much, though, whether the partici-
pators got as much fun out of these shenanigans as the thousands
who junketed on paste sandwiches and bottied beer on the
heaths, moors, downs. and beaches. The art of picnicking, I
insist, is in travelling light in mind and material.

My own method is to select a likely spot (I am firm but
courteous with those who have other ideas), preferably one
behind a wind-break, a groyne or aAight-screen, and to park
the picnic basket as unobtrusively & possible. Then I pace out
a distance of twenty yards and estabMsh a decoy. This consists
-of a sheet of newspaper and a jar containing a small quantity
of jam. Damson is as good as any. It takes about ten minutes
for the insects 10 organize their invasion of the decoy, and this
period must be endured in complete silence by the entire family.
Then. and only then, can the picnic proper be prepared.

Should the insects see through this stratagem and make
a bee-line for the richer fare it is just 100 bad. The picnic must
go on. Wasps can be kept reasonably quiet by passive resistance
and the surrender of some small viscous area of the spread, and
midges can be fought off with clouds of tobacco smoke and
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occasional sweeps with a folded newspaper. But the flies should
be ignored: they are so stupid that nothing short of total chemical
warfare will discourage them. On Gallipoli our troops soon gave
up the struggle against the clouds of flies that infested their muogs
of tea: they drank them down and found them pleasantly sweet.
There is always, you see, a brighter side.

My own arrangements do not include tea-making. My X
marks a Spot about a hundred yards from an excellent little cafe
where they change only a shilling for a pot of tea, are very
liberal with hot water, and are not offened by people who
consume their own sandwiches on the premises.

Bernard Hollowood
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THE SALESMAN-ARTIST
By -
W.E. Cgssons
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The Salesman-artist

I used to get much enjoyment from listening to the
salesmen who went the round of local markets and fairs with
stocks of cheap jewellery, household goods, medicines and so
forth. I remember one who invariably started the day’s proceed-
ings by dramatically affixing his auctioneer’s licence to the front
of his rostrum with the point of a knife—a gesture of defiance
directed at less well provided rivals. Another, who never missed
a market, attracted attention by throwing into the air a pile of
dinner plates, smashing each one with a hammer as it came
down. His patter was always the same, ang he must have gone
through it twenty times a morning. It included the passage: “My
father stood at that comer for forty years—the man with the
big hat and the knives. Never sold yer a bad knife in his life.”
Another, when sales were quiet, was: “Now, come along. I never
@d see such a slow lot as you people of C. I was at M. the
ether day, and I said then that the people of C. were...”

One of his lines was a fountain-pen. He would take a
sample from its box and bend the nib backwards and forwards
am the lid. “Now here,” he would say, “is a pen, a fountain-
ge= Mr Chamberlain said in the "Ouse of Commons wot a

splendid pen! Now then, 00’1l give me "arf a crown for this
Spiendid pen? "Arf a crown? Two bob then? No, Well, I never
see such a slow lot...” and so on, till he sold one or two
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at a shilling. He went through the rest of his stock of dinner
plates, purses, brooches and a ‘diamond’ glass-cutter, of whose
utility he defdly gave a practical demonstration. Then he would
start all over again. He concluded cach burst of eloquence with

“And all the money I take today goes to the widders and -

orphans. My old woman’s a widder and I'm an orphans!” A
day or two latér, visiling M., we would see the cascade of dinner

plates and hear the same story, only this time. of course, it was -

the people of M. who were the slowest he had ever met at
recognizing a bargain.

W. E. Cossons
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A FRIENDLY AND INTELLIGENT

ROBIN-
by
Harold Rigby
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A Friendly and Intelligent Robin

Two years ago, in November, when I was digging in the
garden, I became awarc of a robin following my activities
closely. He was so unusually confiding that I set out to cultivate
his friendship, First 1 gave him small worms which he certainly
appreciated: then, remembering Lord Grey's account of his tame
robin in The Charm of Birds, I tried to obtain mealworms,’ but
in vain. I compromised on gentles, known here in Lancashire
as maggots. They were an immediate success. Soon the robin
followed me wherever 1 went, and always when he had fed
(usually on four or five maggots) he would express his
contentment with a burst of song. s

During the winter I would com¢’ down in the morning,
open the front door and give a doublc-noted whistle 1o which
he had grown accustomed. At once he would fly up from the
bottom of the parden, where apparently he roosted, come into
e house through the open.door on to my knee, and take his
rations. This continued all thr;::ugh the winter, which was an
asually mild onc."Then, one day in early spring, I gave the usual
signal and he flew up from the bottom of the garden, but stopped
Sulif-way in a rose bush, and I saw another robin follow him
amd alight in the same bush. He had acquired a wife. After a
swort time he flew to the doorstep and paused again, looking
The hen bird remained in the bush, and. he called t her
wrshout.resngnse He tried asain. obvinngly invitine-hev 1o ioin
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- way, but the nest was in an adjeinimg gardénm In due course .
the brood had obviously hatched, for the robin, who still came
to me for food, began to take four grubs—again never more,
never less. Unfortunately I was not able to find the second
nest, but I wbuld have laid odds that it contained four
youngsters.

The robin was now exceptionally tame, and never hesi-
tated to come into the house and on to my knee or hand. He
made a habit of appearing on the front doorstep about nine
o’clock in the morning and would shout in the unmistakable
strident tones of his kind for his breakfast,

One morning I came down, opened the front door and
returned upstairs. I heard his usual burst of song and it sounded
strangely loud. When I went back to look out of the front door
for him, I heard another burst, from inside the house. There
he was in the front room, perched on top of a clock before
a large mirror and singing his loudest at his own reflection, the
feathers on the crest of his head raised in obvious anger. But
he did not attack the reflection in the two or three minutes I
watched him. When I entered the room, he came to me and
followed me outside, where I fed him.

Another incident may be mentioned, apropos the amount
of intelligence which birds posses. When the robin was feeding
his first brood I had a visitor who wa;’seated within a yard
of me outside the front door. Despite the presence of the strafiger
the bird came unhesitatingly to my knee and took his five
maggots. This time, however, instead of diving straight into the
sest with them, as was his usual custom, he flew off in the
epposite direction to the adjoining garden and made a detour
% arrive at the nest under cover of a thick privet hedge, and
Snally through long grass.

In early July the pair apparently reared a third brood, again
& 2 distance from the house. A for the first, the cock always
mok five grubs. He provided a real shuttle service betweer
=y knee and the nest, before returning in the end to fsed
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himself.

One morning he came as usual to the front door and
demanded his allowance. My stock of maggots was running low
at the time, so I ignored his pleas. However, after shouting for
two or three minutes he came into the house in search of the
universal provider. He found me in the front room and, alighting
on a framed photograph, renewed his demands, until I could
no longer refuse him. The appetite of young robins must be
insatiable, for he toot," away fifty fat grubs from me within half
an hour. I then closed the door on him and on a lovely day,
was driven to remain inside my self-protection. He saw me
through the window, however, and immediately came and peck
the glass. .

His self-confidence had now become embarrassing; he had
investigated every room on the ground floor. During the fine
weather the front door is usually open and one day, on going
to a back room to get milk from the refrigerator, I found him
calmly perched on top of it. I expected at any time to find him
upstairs in the bedrooms. A few days afterwards I was busy
in the garden and had left the wireless set switched on in the
house. An hour later I found him perched on the set with his
head on one side, apparently listening intently to the music.
, The different notes he produced interested me. His loud
aggressive song was very familiar,»but often when he was
feeding on my hand or knee a number of cheeky sparrows would
approach enviously, and immediately he would utter an angry’
“tic-tic-tic.” Then again, if I made a sudden incautious move-
ment while he was on my knee, he would jump about a fool
into the air, utter a sharp“crek”, and hover with rapidly beating
wings like a tiny helicopter before returning to the knee.

At the end of July there was no sign of his mate. Although
he visited me several times a day and was as tame as ever,
he no longer took grubs away with him but simply fed hizaself.
He was now moulting and, in contrast to his usual iranaculate
appearance, was decidedly bedraggled, especially w the breast
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feathers and the extremities of the wings and tail. His aggres-.
siveness temporarily djsappeai'ed. When feeding he allowed a '
hen sparrow to approach within a yard of him without a note
of protest—a most unusual occurrence. After another week his
appearance had further deteriorated. His breast feathers were still
more bedraggled and of a dull indeterminate shade of red. He
had only one tail feather left. He still came to my knee, but
surveyed his food quite apathetically before deciding to sample
it,

Here it may be of interest to mention that during the
previous four of five weeks I had offered him a selection of
maggots coloured white, pink, red and green. His choice
was quite indiscriminate and did not seem to be affected by
colour.

Four days later he was completely without a tail and no
longer came up to the house. When | went into the garden he
would appear furtively from the undergrowth, more like a mouse
than a robin, take a few grubs, and disappear. By the middle
of August, however, he had. a brand new tail and was a spruce
as ever. His self-confidence and natural aggressiveness returned,
and he was voicing again his loud challenging notes and chasing
away any sparrows that dared to approachrhis food. He resumed
his habit of coming into the house when the door was gpen
and making his presence known if I was not in evidence.

In November, as the weather became colder, the robin
was faced with competitors, for many other birds appreciated

e fact that my appearance at the front door in the morning
meant the provision of food. He had, however, one great
advantage: he came through the heterogenous company of
sparrows, starlings, chaffinches and tits straight into the front
porch, where none of the others dared to follow him, and fed
= splendid isolation to the accompaniment of loud shattering
mnd wheezing, particularly from the starlings.

The approach to the house is by an avenue abow fifty
#ards long, and when I had been out in the car and tuvned into
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‘the avenue, he ihva’ziably came to meet and escort it to the house,
He evidently associated the car with me. On the first occasion

- when the car came to rest he perched on the radiator cap but

left it hurriedly, _apparentiy finding it uncomfortably warm to

his feet. Subsequently he alighted on the bonnet or roof and,

when I got out, accompanied me up to the house, where he

was fed. ' '

When winter arrived and open fires were burning in the
grates, I reluctantly decided in his own interests to discourage
his entry into the living-rooms, when I opened the front door
and he hoiaped into the house, 1 always made him follow me
back into the porch before feeding him. This may have been
an unnecessary precaution, I still have a poignant memory. of
a canary which, on being allowed to leave its cage, immediately
flew into the open fire.

As the weather grew still colder, his appetite increased
enormously, and he expected to be fed at intervals of about thirty
minutes. This, of course, was impossible, but whenever 1 had
been away, perhaps for a couple of hours, I would find him,
a complete little bundle of optimism, perched on the front
doorstep. :

Although he was so accustom,ed to feed on my knee, he
would on no account do this at dsk. If T offered him grubs
when the daylight was fading he seemed unaccountably nervous.
He could see the food offered to him, but would fly off and
leave it, unless I placed it on the ground, when he hurriedly
snatched two or three grubs and departed. This was completely
at variance with his demeanour in full daylight, and I could
only conclude that to a small bird dusk is probably the time
when its natural enemies have the best opportunity of attack,
and therefore, quite naturally, it takes appropriate precautions,

During the past twelve months he has acted much as
before, except that; on acquiring another mate, he shovied none
of the earlier marital solicitude. He merely toleraied the hen
until eggs were laid, when he again began to fced her. One
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moming in August he appeared on the doorstep with three lusty
youngsters, speckled like small thrushes, arranged in an orderly
row behind him. He came into the house for grubs and fed each

in turn four times; then they departed and I never saw the young
ones again.

Harold Rigby
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CIRCUSES

By
Sir Harold Nicolson
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Circuses

All really nicc people assert that they enjoy a visit to the
circus. It is ccrtainly agreeable,in this harsh and angry world,
to surrender for a while 10 the mauve and silver of illusions,
1o be transported back to our own childhood, and to recapture
for an hour or so our damaged sense of wonder. Undoubtedly
the pervading cxcitement, the distant but emphatic band, the
smell of the tan. the glare and glitter of light and tinsel, induce
even in the most alert minds a temporary suspension of disbelief.
Nor should | deny that of all the comforts which Nature can
provide the unrestrained laughter of children is one of the
loveliest and most solacing. Dead must be the souls of those
who can without delight watch a little .gﬁi twisting her hands
between TI%HCCS and throwing back her hecad in a twisted
ecstasy ol laughier. Of arid heart must be the man who, at such
a sight. does not forget for the moment all that Tiridates may
threaten. Yor when the lightssgo out, when the taut bearing reins
are loosencd from the horses’ necks, when the elephants in -
shuffling ubedience return to their stalls, and when the crowd
streams oul into the winter night — in this after-vacancy the
‘enquiring mind will insist upon asking questions. Is this
momentary mass anoymcnl but another instance of that infan-
dlism of which. by the more adult Continental critic, we are
so harsly dccused? Is the pleasure which we derive from a
seversion 10 childhood -quite as simple or as innocent as we like
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to believe? Is the whole elaborate apparatus much more than
an organized and expensive day-dream, in which we float away
from the realitics of our perplexed life? I cannot refrain from
asking mysclf whether 1 enjoy a visit to the circus quite as
much as I pretend o, or quite as much as I should like to think.
This week [ visited the Bertram Mills circus at Olympia.
I experienced all the appropriate emotions.We sat and waited
in that rounded O while the orchestra in the roof played circus
runes and the performers grouped themsclves at the two
entrances. We admired the bright red coats of the ring masters
and we admired the powdered wigs and aiguillettes of the
attendants. The lights went up, the band brust into a triumphal
march, and the performers processed across the arena with the
self-conscious: arrogance of toreadors, The audience broke into
rapturous and expectant applause.Punctually the several turng
followed each other.Contortionists twisted their feet behind their
necks, ceasing thereby to retain any semblance of the human
form, assuming the shapes of toads or iris rhizomes. A woman
in a silver top hat decorated with feathers introduced a string
of fine white horses, their necks arched tightly by bearing reins,
their plumes swinging above and below. A string of little black
ponies then entered, and as the woman uttered short sharp cries
at them and. flicked with her whip/hey performed meaningless
gyrations in and out of their white colleagues. My plcasure at
the sight of these superb and charming animals was damped
by the tightness of their bearing reins: no horse should be so”
tightly laced; and when the woman finished her pei‘formancc
with .idiotic gestures of self-approval | did not join in the
applausc. The band then struck up a Spanish tune and a troope
of jugglers entercd making Laura Knight effccts with the white
hoops that the threw. Three sea-lions then shambled into thc |
ririg accompanied by a gentleman dressed in a marine uniform.Yhe
largest of the sea-lions looked on indifferent, not to say a sulky
mood; he refused to play ball: and when eventually he was
tempted to do so by horrible slices of fish which the marine
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officer took from a white casket, he assumed an expression of
angered contempt. His master, having at last induced him to’
balance a ball for a few seconds, emphasized this achievement
by greeting the audience with a naval-salute.

Thereafier we had a herd of elephants accompanied by
a trainer dressed by a trainer dressed in the tropical uniform
of a Colonial Goveror, Upon the backs of the elephants girls
reclined in Oriental costume with sparkling trubans on their
heads. The Colonial Governor, who did not seem to be a
conciliatory man, induced his elephants to perform all manner
of cumbrous evolutions. They slowly and with an expression
of marked repugnance placed their enormous fect upon the
indifferent, and indeed pachydermatous, backs of their
comrades. They stood upon round tubs while a girlish mahout
swung upon a rope between them, making the while friendly
gevires 10 the audience. In an orgy. of self-immolation the
Colonial Governor then doffed his topee and stretched himself
on the ground. Guided by a mahout, while the band played
Oriental music, an elephant stepped gingerly upon his chest. The
mahout in her turban appeared indifferent to the white-robed
figure upon whom her elephant scecmed about to stamp she
smiled cnticingly and with wide ballet movements of her arms
zpon the awed rows of children by whpﬁ she was surrounded.
Then followed a comic -interlude. Arf Italian family produced
2 1axi which proceeded to disintegrate, to boil, to explode before -
our startled eyes; and Coco thereafter, with his pails of water—
refilled with alert patience by the attendants — set all the
children into tinkling peals of laughter. And at the end we had
e “Fearless Trio de Tiaz,” whose naked bodies glistened high
wp in the roof while they turned and twirled in the_ arclight,
Zrowing fantastic shadows of legs and arms upon the awning -
of the roof. Perhaps the most skilled and beautiful trapeze artists
#at | have ever seen. ‘

I was conscious, as T swayed away in the packed coach
#f the Addison Road Underground, of a certain sznse of
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dissatisfaction. It was not, I think, that I felt humiliated by the
;cﬂéttion cast by such agility and daring upon my own
clumsiness, timidity and unsupple joints. It was not, I think, the
reéﬁ@ﬁon which sets in when one leaves the dream-world for the,
world of fact. It was quite simply that I do not really enjoy
watching animals perform. Elephants, with their slow and
) mass._'wc obedience, were not intended by nature to stand on tubs.
Fine horses were not by nature intended to have their jaws
restrictcd by bearing reins, or to stand upon their hind legs. 1
admit that these evolutions give to them for the moment a certain
aesthetic quality; the shapes of the Panathenaic festival or of
an auriga recur, But all this is fictitious, adventitious and unreal.
I am not suggesting that cruelty occurs in the training of these
animals; their physical condition and their lack of fear prove
that no brutality can be used. Yet it must indeed bc-a low type
of humour which derives pleasure from seecing animals bchaving
in the guisc of human beings. I admit that amusement is. derived
by the cqntrast between the real and the unreal; but surely it
is a low sense of fun which derives pleasure from paticnt and
- long attempts to make the real appear fantastic instcad of making
the fantastic seem rcal. I well khow that dogs, for instance,
actually enjoy being made to jump through hoops. But nobody
who has any understanding of dogs Would deny that they possesé
an acute sensitiveness to ridicule. When I see a little dog dressed
in a crinoline and prancing with a parasol in its paw, I canpot
but feel that it is being humiliated in a scnseless and obtuse
way. | derive, not pleasure, but pain.

I do not, T repeat, enjoy seeing animals forced to perform
unnétural movcments, which they cannot possibly enjoy. T am
prepared to belicve that these animals arc treated by their trainers
with real kindliness and affection. But that is not the point. The.
Nazis enjoyed forcing their human victims to.crawl about naked
and on all fours; ought we really to enjby seeing animals cdressed
in crinolines and straining with trembling limbs to maiatain and
erect. position? The thoughtless laughter,even of adults, which

1
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greets and encourges these performances fills me with sadness.
Our national love of animals may, as foreigners- aver, be
sentimental; but it is certainly based on real understanding of
animal psychdlogy, and upon respect for their natural dignity.To
force them to move and dress and act as human beings is
seriously 10 violate that dignity. Let human beings in our
circuses perform their acts of agility and daring; but sruely it
is not good to rejoice when animals are forced to make fools
of themselves in public.

Sir Harold Nicolson
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Dogs

I have had many dogs. But the last of them has always
been the best. At the moment, I have one dog only, A Sealyham
of distinguished lineage, he is as beautiful as it is permitied
1o a Scalyham to be. In fact he raises for me, every day, the
whole problem of beauty. To look upon him is to dismiss
summarily the Greek and easy notion that the primary characters
of the beautiful are symmetry and proportion. It is difficult,
indeed, looking at him, not to allow ethical considerations to
obtrude themselves on aesthetic theory. His countenance ex-
presses, before all else, benignity, his eyes have moral depth.
A pacifist could not look more disarmingga bishop or a butler
more decorous. But it is pure take-in. Whatever lives and moyes,
%e chevies, and if he does not kill all that he catches, it is not
Sis fault. He has been too long with me, even so, to have any
Saults, For 1 cannot account it a fault that he looks beautiful
without- meaning it.

Hardly had T written these few lines about this faultless
areature than war and age and deafness and blindness -came to
%m in sweft succession, making life unintelligible to him. If
i had been intelligible, I do not know that he would have been
Suppier. In an untranquil world, he enjoyed tranquillity ... He
@matinued to think men better than they were. With a geod
@mmscience, subject to no orders — since he heard none — he
w=nt where he would,or could, and did what he liked, the defect
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of sight and hearing quickening, it may be, curiosity, He went
where he would, and he did what he liked, however feebly.
Until, one winter morning, going where he would, but not
knowing where,he walked, in the uncertain dawn, into one of .
those static-water-ponds with which the War studded our
Gardens;, and the half-frozen waters closed over the loveliest
of old heads that ever wanted brains — for he had no cleverness.
I have had many dogs. At my feet, as I write, lies yet another
Sealyham. I have had many dogs, and, until now, the last has
always been the best. Now, the last but one must always be
the best and dearest to me. The earth is over him; but the earth
of his own Garden. A tall sycamore shadows his grave. In a
hollow bough of it nests, unmolested now, a family of squirrels
whom,while he lived, he persecuted with infinite frustrate
ardour. That old feud those old foes can afford to forget.
When and where men first came to love dogs, I have no
idea. When and where men first came to love dogs, I have no
idea, In the literatures with which I am most familiar,those of
antiquity,the dog comes off poorly. With the Eastern peoples
generally — he is everywhere a despised creature. “Is thy servant
.a dog?”" — “grin like a dog and run about through the city”
— that is the kind of thing you get about the dog in the Bible.As
for the Greeks, we have all, I fangy been bamboozled by Homer,
or by reading Homer with insufficient attention. Nobody who
“has read either Homer or Pol:;e is likely to forget“the scene in
which the dog Argus recognizes Ulysses. But it is easy to miss |
some of the implications of it. Argus is a hunting dog. That
is the only kind of dog Homer recognizes. Except-of the grand
purpose of hunting, only decadents keep dogs. Ylysses had bred |
Argus, a hunting-dog. But he had never hunted him. He had
been called to the wars. In his absence, the young men aboui
the place had, in fact, used Argus to hunt hares and goats and
deer. When he was past that use, they had used him very much
as the Jews used dogs, to do scavenging. Ulysses, whsx he came
home, after twenty years of war-service, found him busy with

|
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the dung-heaps and full of vermin, He does not know him. Is
he a hunting-dog, he asks (thc only good kind of dog), or a
mere domestic dog, one of those despised dogs that the decadent -
rich keep for show? —
Such dogs, and men, there are, mere things of state,
And always cherished by their friends, the Great.
Pope’s rendering is just clever €ithteenth-century falsifi-
cation, For not a word has Homer about the pampered men.
Nor is it only here that Pope interpolates. The women, says
Homer, don't bother about Argus. The women, says Pope, '
— keep the generous creature bare,
A sleek and idle race is all their care.
Homer's women may, like his decadent young men, keep
handsome table-dogs to pet and pamper. But it is only Pope
who says so ...

H. W. Garrod
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Queueing

Although a queue is etiquette, the etigette for queucing
is still in a somewhat fluid stage and it will take another decade
before it has crystallized into a recognisable shape. As a matter
of fact at the moment the queue itself is often shapeless and
the minds of those queucing equally as amorphous, so much
so that many a housewife her wits battered by life’s bludgeons
into a sort of dreamy pulty, may join a queue the purpose of
which she is unaware and shuffle forwards to the purchase of
something she does not want, simply because it is done.

Those who jump queues may get the last Swiss roll but
tey will be the first to wish they hadn’¢ It is a sad insight
mto the human heart as it thumps-' today to notc that
even those bearing priority cards testifying to illness, old age
or imminent ‘maternity arc relegated to hell by those more
physically fortunate out of whom they have cheated the last
sice of rock salmon.

Neither invective nor fists need.be employed to rebuke
B froward. The modest phrase “I think I was here before you!”
«2a sound like a battle cry in the mouth of a roused counter-
r, or even the words “Excuse me!” can, if properly
sculated, charge the air with such venom ufat the culprit reels
v and totters past a battery of condemning eyes to the end¢
the queue. _ ' '

The etiquette for queueing for buses is very obscure, for
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though it is based theoretically on the rule of first come first
bussed, in practice those behind invariably get home long before
those in front. This is because they want the No. 15 which
arrives in triplicate, and the front of the queue wants the No.
8A which hardly ever arrives at all. It is arranged that the No.
15s, which serve the backs of qucues, should stop well short
of the bus stop and that the No. 8As, which servethe frormits
of queucs, should stop several yards beyond it. This enables
'prospectivc passengers to run along the gutters in contrary
directions, shouting and hitting each other with umberllas. The
reintegration. of those who have failed to gain their objective
* (a) because the conductor vowed therc were no empty scats on
top, (b) because he started the bus before anyone had time to
reach it, (c) because they quite simply got knocked down, is
a difficult problem, the solution of which depends largely upon
the size and fitness of the protagonists.

While we are on the subject of buses let there be noted
some points of ctiquette for those who are eventually bus-borne.
This being the age of reason it is often reasoned by gentlemen
that as ladies strive so hard to be equal wih men in all things,
especially pay, they must take the rough with the smooth. and
. learn to stand on their own feet, AT at any rate only on the
toes of others. What gentlemen. forget, however, is that this
much-to-be-desired equality has not yetl peen achieved. It is still
a dream, a vision, a miasma, and as g‘entlcmen, are not Reen
on the idea anyway they can be subtly unhelpful by continuing,
as in the old days, to treat their women like delicate china, this
will take the ladies’ minds off their emancipation and the weight
off their legs. Gentlemen should realize that when they offer
their seats to ladies, and not only to pretty ones, a wave of"
kind-liness surges through the bus.like a breath of spring air.
They become the personification of Chivalry. It is trug that
everyone stares at them because it is such an extraordirzry thing
to do, but if they too embarrassed they can always wetend they
are getting out at the next stop. As for ladies thew selves, their
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manner should be regulated by age and avoirdupais, the
voungand thin rising for the old and fat. Everybody should rise
for a baby in arms and, if possible, evacuate the bus, for
heaven’s sake. :

There are no queues, no manners and no etiquette for
Tube travelling. It is a free for all and let the sliding doors
take the hindmost.

Vii‘gina Graham
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You Should See It Next Month

One of the things the British are always being told they
arc is a nation of gardeners. Well, that’s true enough. You have
only to walk past half a dozen beautiful front gardens to come
across the seventh, a subdued little plot newly tidied, as you
can tell from the rubbish heap in the corner, and lacking only
flowers to make it as good as the next. That's one. of the
characteristics of us near-gardeners. No planting of flowers in
the front garden where other people could watch them not
growirig. We pin our hopes to some unidentifiable chumps that
did very well last July, and keep our eschscholzias — we're
all good spellers—for the back garden where no one can see
us. There must be a touch of the ostrich apout us, because when
we have finished our pruning, which we do by instinct after
studying the book, our first action is to nip upstairs to Took
at the rose-trees next door.

We may not know much but we do know that if you
want daffodils, not just daffodil leaves, you start your gardening
the autumn before, and I'm not saying that wé ourselves didn’t
put in quite a few Sundays of paralysing toil last October. For
one thing we tore a huge clump of free wallflowers into tiny
pieces — neighbours often give us plants, the way relations often
given Belgian stamps to schoolboys — and for another we
planted a lot of bits of carnations. Nobody told us abnut
carnation cuttings, it’s one of the queer fragments of fcikiore
we seem to have inherited, like our technical vocabnlary. We
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can’t see a fellow-amateur bashing at the soil with half a coat
hanger without remarking that Keats called such an instrument
a dibble, and getting told he meant dibber. And, having learnt
a great deal more school botany than ordinary people, we tend
to pick up fallen leaves and say “There you are, you see!
Serrate.” No such remark has ever had any cffect on anyone,
but that’s botany all over.

But I am getting away from our gardens, which is more
than we can do when there is so much as a rosebud to keep
an encouraging eye on, I was going to say that we haven’t had
them long. If we had we’'d have had a firmer plan for annual
— a word that no longer calls up a mental picture of the Bruin
Boys — and perhaps even biennials. We've got this word taped
now, butl it meant a bit of ctymological agrument, with us
protesting “But if you had a biennial bath” and ending by getting
out the-dictionary, because we hold that gardening books, like
cookery books, are a little too bossy 1o be academically
infaHible. But we owe them much. It may be the ironmonger’s
paper-chain of seed-packets that ultimately determines our
herbaceous borders—if that is not too amibitious a description
for the spaces between the chrysanthemums—but it is to our
books that we turn to see which of 91&: jobs for the Month have
coincided with our day’s work. ,

-We're beavers for work. We sort of boil up from a
lukewarm start, and if we begin the afternoon by looking
thoughtfully at last year’s mint we end it with a spade and half
the garden on the path. Our virtue, and our weakness is our-
perfectionism. Give us a rock-garden and it’s as much as we
can do not to take up the rocks and dust them. We tunnel for
buttercup-roots like a dachshund after a rabbit, and we attain
such a climax of weed-persecution that no small plant is sale. -
That’s not quite true; the ones on the left are, if we're wizking
towards the right. By the time we get down to the half-bricks
along the border we're having to keep a grip on ourselves or
we shall be returfing the lawn the way the book says.
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However, you can do a lot with moving, especially if the
mower has no box infront and the grass-cuttings are left to give
a nice level finish. We like long difficuit grass because you
can cut it only by using the mower like a vacuum-cleaner; and
that, I don’t need to remind house-wives, means covering every
square foot threc times over and calls for some rather hopeless
arithmetic in the early stages. And every housewife will agree
with me that you cannot sweep a fiagged path, not the way
we sweep it, without a dim feeling that we’ll be necding the
furniture polish.

I hope I have conveyed the enthusiasm which marks our
approach 1o our gardens and differentiates us from the people
next door, who have a man in an earthy hat two days a week
to potter methodically among the seasonal riot of colour. It's’
not that we envy these nextdoor gardens: We know they’re not
real, any more than the rooms in looking-glasses, and if we're
invited into them what [ascinates us is not the flowering shrubs,
which we can see very well from the bathroom, but the
extraordinary view of our own upstairs windows.

I have ignored the whole question of vegetable gardens.
They don’t come into this article because they are manned by
experts. These experts may find it convepient not to know a
marigold from.a delphinium, but up there, fighting with the bean-
sticks they -are lords undisputed; as we, who take them cups
of tea and have to ask before we can start picking the spinach,
should know. '

Punch Magazine
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SANCTUARY

By
Edward Hyams
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Sanctuary

Going out to lift some potatoes I put up a hare which
had been lying among the withering haulms. He looked as big
as a fox as he weat up the bank and across ther cherry orchard.
The next time I went that way I took a gun: not that I have
anything against hares, but the meat ration being what it is,
humance considerations fail. My gun did not bring a civet de
lievre appreciably nearer, because with very little patience, and
more than five diopteres of hypermetropia, I can probably claim
10 be the worst shot in Britain, at a moving target.

The hare was there again, but when he saw me, he went
away between two potato ridges, not at his customary thirty
miles an hour but in a lesiurely and deliberate manner, like a
cat ordered out of a favourite armchair. s

Now, I am well aware that my sHooting would be more
successful if T could keep my head, and I always determine that,
next time, I will be calm and deliberate; but at the moment
of crisis, I become excited. A cockney youth, and even a war,
are no training for field-sports. On this occasion I raised the
gun and fired, knocking a perfectly good Cox’s Orange off a
young tree about six fell above the running hare. I had the
second barrel, but was the hare now out of range? He may have
been, and he may have known it, for on the top of the bank
ke stopped, sat up,looked round, allas if 1o say... “Try now. I'll
keep stll” Tt was a gibe, and with the pot rather thax
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sportsmanship in mind, I fired agian. The hare moved off under
the hazel hedge, and loped across the cherry orchard, and I could
almost see him shrug as he went.

This mortifying failure put me on my meittle,and I took
to carrying the gun whenever I went out to work in the paddock,
or evea to pick some fruit, dig some vegetables or feed the
poultry. I began to have eyes for other things than the progress
of the Comice pears or the state of the winter greens; and
movements which, formerly, I had barely noticed, .or had
attributed to small birds or to the wind, became newly signifi-
cant. The long grass was alive with rabbits and the tall trees
with wood pigeons. Soon, like the famous Minute Men, I did
no digging or hoeing without my gun at my side, and the hours
of my outdoor work, once peaceful, became noisy with outbursts
of gunfire at half-hourly intervals, It was not remarkable that
I never hit anything, but that the hunted birds and animals
seemed to realise their safety was strikingly evident. They
withdrew, certainly, from my immediate nieghbourhood, doubt-
less irritated by the noise, but not beyond our boundaries, which
they might easily have done.

We have a small vineyard for the making of wine (this
is not the place to anticipate the surprise of some readers by
explanation), and one morning I fpund a large covey of
partridges running between the row of vines. And thereafier they
returned frequently, for their usual haunts had been disturbed
by the autumn work in the fields. In one, muck was being spread,
in another potatoes lifted. There was a meadow of pasture, but
the birds did not seem to care for it

The covery was not in the least discomposed by my new
habit of going armed about my work. From Time to time I
opened fire on the partridges as they ran between the vines or
skimmed the furrows between the young fruit-trees, uttering
their mournful cry. They were not discouraged, hardly seexung
to recognise the -occasional outback of noise as hoziile in
intention. Around us over the stubble ficlds ‘and in the
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coppices,their congeners were being efficiently slaughtered by
more accurate guns than mine. With us they must have realised
that they were safe. In due course, growing adventurous, they
invaded the flower garden before the cottage, and the plantation
of soft fruit behind it

Not that they grew tame: they were as swift and halfseen
as ever, one saw them in full movement but never the beginning
of a motion. Against brown earth they were invisible wehn they
desired to be so. They are intelligent birds. We had evidence
of that, last spring, when walking over the downs: our attention
had been distracted by the awkward, seemingly wounded flight
of a partridge, which went round in a wide circle; one wing
half-dropped. uttering pitiful cries. It was only after we had
watched the bird for a full minute, wondering how we could
come to its aid, that one of us recalled the cunning of these
creatures. We looked, then, about us and saw, almost under our
feet, and concealed by a small bush of gorse, a brood of eleven
earth-coloured chicks as still as so many stones. We went away
leaving the dam, no doubt, satisfied with her ruse.

. In the same spring a partridge. had laid her eggs under
the hédgc in the shrubbery, and we did not discover them until
a sad mess of feathers, blood-stained on the grass, led us 1o
the clutch. The sitting dam had been killedeon her eggs, perhaps
by our cat, and the eggs were cold. We put them under a brogdy
hen, but perhaps they had been too long cool. for none hatched.

The cat, probable villain of this tragedy, had observed
my own fitile hunting with enigmatic interest. He must have
realised what I was trying to do, and no doubt felt obliged to
demonstrate a more effective method. At all events, at about
the time of my taking to the gun, and of our adoption by the
covey of partridges, he brought a fat, just-killed partridge into
the kitchen and there abandoned it. We hung the bird from a
beam, with suitable thanks, but in the night he, the cat, must
Bave had bad hunting, or perhaps repented of so extravagant
2 gesture of generosity. At all events, by persistent jumping he
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brought the bird down from its string and in the morning nothing
remained but the flight feathers and a few grains from the crop.

This was the more serious in that we had, as it were,
not merely anticipated a possible partridge, but actually had one
in the house, so that it had taken its place in the planning of
the week’s meals. Nor could the cat be counted on for a second
bird, his vast meal putting him to sleep all that day. Throughout
the afternoon, neglecting my work, I stalled the covery, getting
in a shot on three occasions, until at last, doubtless annoyed
by the continual disturbanee of their peace, or perhaps not liking
to be forced to take more exercise than they cared for, the birds
removed themselves to the cherry-orchard, where, until dusk was
well advanced and mist rising from the uncut grass, they could
be heard whistling.

On the following morning early, from the bathroom
window, I saw the covey again, running between rosemary and
fading tansy, lad's love and borage, bergamot and clumps of
parsley, s'age and thyme, withered hyssop and yellowed balm,
in the herb garden. I went swifily downstairs for the gun,
returned to the bathroom and gently opened the window. The
slight sound distrubed them, they hesitated, giving me time to
raise the gun, and then, as one bird, they rose. I fired as they
skimmed the low hedge of rue, and two ..two with one .
shot!...fell among the blue-green ]paves.

. The uproar created by a twelve-bore cartridge in a room
ten feet square, is surprising. I was still standing, t6o stunned _
by that thunderclap to rejoice in my luck, when A, in a hastily
donned dressing-gown, her face very white, appeared. No doubt
her comments would have been sharper and more protracted had
she not followed the direction of my gaze and seen, speckled
brown among her rue, the two sad but appetising corpses.

~ That shot solved the problem of the larder but not that
of our unwitting entertainment of so much game. Birds and
animals alike, clearly aware of the true nature of the shot, {vaged
it the merest four de force, of which no repetition need b= feared.
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Our small-holding remained, in spite of it, a sanctuary. Peoplc
do not abandon railway travel because of a single accident to
a train,

We begin to grow anxious about our fruit-trees and the
winter greens. The birds will do no harm and the hare has
departed. But the rabbits remain, white scuts seen for an instant
among the grass or weeds, or playful groups, playing at leap-
frog, only seen when one happens to have no gun in oneé hands.
If we have snow and frost, they will certainly eat up our
vegetables and, what is more serious, bark the young apple trees
and perhaps the vines. 1 could, of course, invite a neighbour,
one of the finest shots in Kent, to massacre these not-so-
innocents; or there is anothre whose ferrets are said to have
a record most discouraging to rabbits.

It is, no doubt, what we shall have to do, but it will,
we feel, be a shocking breach of trust, a cynical abuse of-
confidence. And there is, after all, always wire netting.

New Statesman and Nation
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On Looking at Things

It is a mistake to supposc that the pleasures of art can
only be had inside museums. Until we begin to look, we have
no idea of the extent to which we are surrounded by art —
or, perhaps 1 should say, by objects deriving their form from
the artistic impulse. Since prchistoric times human beings have
seldom been content to make things without giving them some
shape and colour which they think will please the eye. Until
quite recently purely utilitarian objects were rare: now, with the
twin blessings of functionalisnt and austerity, they have become
commoner, but this phase of mean-spirited puritanism will pass.
If we look round our rooms, or walk down the street, or into
a railway station, we are surprised to see how much was once
designed in hopes of pleasing the eye. In most cases, I am afrdid,
these hopes are not fulfilled, the design of (shall we say?) the
metal brackets in a station roof has long since ceased to please,
and, in its present [(orm, perhaps, ncver did please anyone,
though it is probably made up of bits copied from other disigns
which once gave pleasure. But now, in its fallen state, no one ~
ever looks at it, and I do not suppose the designer or the
manufacturer ever thought they would. But if art is to be a living
“hing we must ook attentively and critically at everything which
surrounds us. How many of us could describe the decoratic::
£eiails in our railway station where we have waited so many
Soring hours; or, for that matter, the lamps in your streex? But,
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A MAN | KNEW
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W. Somerset Maugham
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A Man I Knew

I heartily wish that in my youth I had had some one of
good sense to direct my reading. I sigh when I reflect on the
amount of time I have wasted on books that were of no great
profit to me. What little guidance I had I owe to a young man
who came to live with the same family in Heidelberg as I was
living with. I will call him Brown . He was then twenty-six,
After leaving Cambridge he was called to the Bar, but he had
a little money, enough to live on in those inexpensive days,
and finding the law distasteful he had made up his mind to
devote himself to literature. He came to Heidelberg to learn
German. I knew him till his death forty years later. For twenty
years he amused himself with thinking ‘what he would write
when he really got down to it and for another twenty with what
he could have written if the fates had been kinder. He wrote
a good deal of verse. He had neither imagination, nor passion;
and he had a defective ear. He spent some years translating
those dialogues of Plato that had been already most often
translated. I doubt, however, if he ever got to the end of one.
He was completely devoid of will-power. He was sentimental
and vain. Though short he was handsome, with finely cut
features and curly hair; he had pale blue gyes and a wistful
expression. He looked as one imagines a poet should look. Az
an old man, after a life of complete indolence, bald and
emaciated, he had an ascetic air so that you might have taken
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him for a don who had spent long years in ardent and
~ disinterested research. The spirituality of his expression sug-
gested the tired scepticism of a philosopher who had plumbed
the secrets of existence and discovered nothing but vanity.
Having gradually wasted his small fortune, he preferred to live
on the generosity of others rather than work, and often he found
it difficult to make both ends meet. His self-complacency never
deserted him. It enabled him to endure poverty with resignation
and failure with indifference. 1 do not think he ever had an
inkling that he was an outrageous sham, His whole life was
a lie, but when he was dying, if he had known he was going
to, which mercifully he didn’t, I am convinced he would have
looked upon it as well-spent. He had charm, he was devoid of
envy, and though too selfish to do anyone a good turn, he was
incapable of unkindness. He had a real appreciation of literature.
During the long walks we took together over the hills of
Heidelberg he talked to me of books. He talked to me of Italy.
and Greece, neither of which in point of fact he knew, but
he fircd my young imagination and I began to learn Italian, I
accepted everything he told me with the fervour of the proselyte.
I should not blame him because he inspired me with a passionate
admiration for certain works that time has shown to be not so
admirable. When he arrived he foup:f me rcading Tom Jones,
which I had got out of the public library, and he told-me that
of course there was no harm in it,but- I should do better to read
- Diana of the Crossways. Even then he was a Platonist and he
gave me Shelley’s translation of the Symposium. He tatked tome
of Renan, Cardinal Newman and Matthew Arnold. But Matthew
Amold, he thought, was a bit of a philistine himself. He talked
to me of Swinburme’s Poems and Ballads and of Omar
Khayyam. He knew a great many of the quatrains by heart and
recited them to me on our walks. I was divided between
enthusiasm for the romantic epicureanism of the matter ang the
emharrassment occasioned by Brown’s delivery, for he recited
poetry like a high-church curate intoning the Litany in an ill-
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lit crypt. But the two writers that it was really necessary to
admire if you would be a person of culture and not a British,
philistine were Water Pater and George Meredith. I was very-
ready to do what T was told to achieve this desirable end and
incredible as it must seem I read The Shaving of Shagpat with
roars 0f laughter. It seemed to me superlatively funny. Then
I read the novels of George Meredith one after the other. I
thought them wonderful; but not so wonderful as even to myself
I pretended. My admiration was fictitious. I admired because
it was the part of a cultured young man to admire. I intoxicated
myself with my own enthusiasm. I would not listen to the still
small voice within me that carped. Now | know that there is
a greal deal of fustian in these novels. But the strange thing
is that, reading them again, I recapture the days when [ first
read them. They are rich for me now with sunny mornings and
my awakening intelligence and the delicious dreams of youth,
so that even as I close a novel of Meredith's, Even Harrington
for instance, and decide that its insincerity is exasperating, its
snobbishness loathsome, its verbosity intolerable and I will never
read another, my heart melts and I think it’s grand.

On the other hand I have no such feeling about Walter
Pater whom | read at the same time and with a similar
excitement. No pleasant associations give him for me a merit
to which he 'has no claim. I find him as dull as a picture”of
Alma Tadema, It is strange that one can cver have admired that
prose. It does not flow. There is no air in it. A careful mosaic
constructed by someone without great technical skill to decorate
the walls of a station dining-room. Pater’s attitude towards the
life about him, cloistered, faintly supercilious, gentlemanly,
donnish in short, repels me, Art should be appreciated with
passion and violence, not with a tepid, deprecating elegance that
fears the censoriousness.of a common-room. But Walter Pater
was a feeble creawre: it is unnecessary to condemn him with
intensity. I dislike him not for himself, but because he is an
" example of a type in the literary world that is common and
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detestable. This is the person who is filled with the conceit of
culture. )

The value of culture is its effect on character, It avails
nothing unless it ennobles and strengthens that. Its use is for
life. Its aim is not beauty but goodness. Too often,as we khow,it
gives rise to sclf-complacency. Who has not seen the scholar’s
thin-lipped smile when he corrects a misquotation and the
connoisseur’s pained look when some one praises a picture he
docs not care for? There is no more merit in having read a
thousand books than in having ploughed a thousand fields. There
is no more merit in being able to attach a correct description
10 a picture than in being able to find out what is wrong with .
a stalled motor-car. In each case it is special knowledge. The
stockbroker has his knowledge too and so has the artisan. It
is a silly prejudice of the intellectual that his is the only one
that  counts. The True, the Good and the Beautiful are not
the perquisites of those who have been to expensive schools,

. burrowed in libraries and frequented museums. The artist has

no excuse when he uses others with condescension, He is a fool

if he thinks his knowledge is more important than theirs and

an oaf if he cannot comfortably meet them on an equal footing.

Matthew Arnold did a great disservice to culturc when he
insisted on its opposition to philistipism.
. o~

William Somerset Maugham-
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Creaking Door

For many years the front door has creaked and groaned
as one opened it. In some places the old oak of which it is
made has shrunk so as to admit all the draughts that have
escaped from the cave of £ olus. Elsewhere the wood has
swollen as a result of centuries of damp, so that the door could
be pushed or pulled open only inch by slow inch. One had to
treat it almost like a locked door which one was trying to break
open, putting one’s shoulder to it and giving it a series of violent
shoves.When, having made a chink large enough to admit a body
sideways, one squeezed one’'s way in. I had become so
accustomed to struggling with the doop that when-1 returned
home the other evening, lifted the datch. gave the door a
powerful push, and found it opening as though it were as light
as a feather, I almost fell on my face as a result of the energy
of my assault. A carpenter had been at work unknown to me
in my absence, and now the door was just like any other door.
My first.instinct was one of strong disapprobation. I had become
accustomed to the old door and to struggling with it, and I did
not like the commonplaceness of this new easc and smoothness.
Or perhaps it was chiefly the newness that I disliked.

The human race may be divided intd two classes—those
who are biased in favour of newness and those with a prejudicz
against it. Most of us, of course, are drawn in both directons,
not only at different times but often even at the same time, I,
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for example, have had a liking for many ncw things, ffom the
New Jerusalem to the New Deal. from the New Year to the
new moon, from a new life (which I have sometimes tried to
lcad) to new potatoes: on the other hand, even the most

»passionate innovators will call their dearest friends “old boy”
and “old chap,” and are seldom far behind the rcactionaries in
their appreciation of old wine and old masters. At the same time,
the preference of change for the sake of change is as conspicuous
a characteristic of some men and women as a preference for
things as they are is of others. Apart from politics and a few
such matters I should rank myself with the others. In the
environment of common life I have only occasionally sought
a change, a change for the better. As a child | grieved as I
saw the closed range taking the place of the open peal firc in
the country Kitchen, and coal invading what should have been
a permanent kingdom of turf. The smell of a turf fire, the glow
of a trf fire, the enormous round, black, short-footed pots
hanging over it from hooks, seemed as cssential and eternal a
part of country life as the cows in the fields and the honeysuckle
and wild roses in the hedges. Then came the reaping machines
which, in the hands of later inventors, became machines not
only for reaping the corn but for binding.

Another thing that I regretted iff the countryside was the
disappearance of the old country road, deeply rutted with the
side-to-side tracks of cart wheels. How pleasant it as (o sit in
a cart painted bluc and red and to have one’s bones shaken
as it wobbled scrpentincly along the uncven ruts! I have always
wondered why W.B Yeats thought of the creaking of a cart as
an ugly thing.

In my ears the creak of a lumbering cart has always been
music. Yeats, howcver, when he wrote this, had not yet heard
the rattle of a motor lorry. The old rutted road, no doubt, was
bound 10 go when once the motor overtook the horse. Iis
skidding surface in wet weather. its sharp-pointed, tyre-tearing
paving stones, belonged 10 a vanishing age of irvu-rimmed

Y >
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wheels. Hence, the smooth surfaces of modern roads with no
elasticity in them for the feet of man or beast. Do I, however,
honcs'tly_ regret the change ?

Only on a fine day I am afraid. Then the road seems
lifelessly hard—a monotonous track that takes more account of
the needs of machines than of the comfort of men and hotses.
On the other hand, when I walk home on a pitch-black night
of incessant rain, when all the earth to the right and to the left
of me is sodden, I cannot help thinking well of .this mudless
pathway with its even surface that neither befouls the shoes nor
impedes the steps with invisiblc cracks and crevices. On such
a night I have no wish to be back on the Cramahill road of
my grandfather’s time. I become a progressive as | progress
homewards in S0 casy circumstances.

It must be admitted, however, that we who were born
with a prejudice against change were precipitated into an age
that was of all ages the most unsuited to men and woman with
such a temperament, Change move for generations at about the
pace of a Thames punt, till, in the nincteenth century, it suddenly
acquircd the speed of one of the new express trains. The
inventors saw 1o it that no sooner had we become inured (o
one novelty than our breath was taken away by another still
morc ruinous of the old world. If I had fcen born before the
invention of the railway train I should pmbdbly have beenenot
entirely in favour of so grave a threat to the.old stage coach,
such as took my father to town and college. The railway train,

-however, had been so well established by the time of my
childhood that it seemed almost as natural a part of the landscapc
as the mare and foal that cantered to the far side of the fields
in terror of its approach. The smoke of the engine was no greater
an offence to the country than the smoke from a c<ottage
chimney. Besides, in spite of stcam and speed. the country still
remained a country of horses. Horses took one to and from tha
railway station and almost ecverywhere else that onc wanted to

20.
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Of the many inventions that have succeeded the train I
can think of none that I first heard of with whole-hearted
enthusiasm. I marvelled at some of them, but there was usuall
something about them that I distrusted. Who that has ever seen
a fishing fleet spreading itself out over the evening sea under
sail, could fail to regret the coming of the more useful motor
boat?

I have no doubt that the invention of the motor-propelled
fishing smack was a good thing; but I confess the propect of
a sailless fishing village seems to me rather commercially
squalid. T do not think, indeed, that the motor engine in any
of its uses has improved the look of things. I accept it, of course,
as the transcendental American lady accpted the universe, and
I would not bring back a motorless world even if I could do
so by pressing a button. If so many other people did not possess
motor cars, I should probably even feel that there is something !
to be said for the motor car. How could one live in the country
without one 7 And is it not pleasanter to ride to Hampstead
in a taxi than to sit in a hansom cab behind a dispirited beast
of burden that has to be whipped up the hills?

It is not only to the use of mechanical inventions that
my .conversion has been slow. I have had equally an initial
dislike of many of the minor changes that, throughout life, have
been ‘thrust on me. [ disliked wearing shoes instead of boots
when shoes became the general wear. I disliked the removal
of the handkerchief pocket from the inside to the outside of
the jacket. I disliked the fashion of wearing the handkerchief
-up the sleeve. I disliked wrist watches, I disliked the appearance
of the soft collar taking the place of the high, starched collar
of my boyhood. I disliked new fashions in the arrangement ot
the hair, such as parting it in the middle. If I had been a woman,
I fancy I should never have worn anything new-fashicecd till
it had already gone out of fashion. By that time i should
probably—or at least possibly—have become reconciled to it
and worn it with pleasure. Women appear to be much freer than
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men from the prejudice against change.

If we changed our politics at the rate at which women
change their fashions wg should live in a prepetual state of
revolution and counter-revolution.

© Most prejudices vanish through custom. But with men of
strong character, they may persevere for a lifetime and even
be maintained through successive generations. In my childhood
I knew an old gentleman who had an 'undying antipathy to
gntimacassars, which had probably been bequeathed to him by
his father. He was a very rich old man with short white hair
and a round, red, clean-shaven face, which always looked jolly
except at sight or mention of an antimacassar. At bazaars and
sales of work, word always went round from stall to stall: “Don’t
iry to sell Mr Campbell an antimacassar.” It was believed that
if even the prettiest girl offered him an antimacassar he would
lose all self-control and create such scenes as had never been
witnessed at a sale of work before, and would then call for his
carriage and make for home, refusing to spend another penny.

Alas, 1 have none of this persistency. I always give in—
slowly but surely. Once 1 almost became tolerant of - spats.
Change invariably wins me, in the end, by the process of delayed
action...

Already I am beginning to feel half Elad that the front
door no longer creaks. 3 . -

Robert Lynd
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it?” from my captain. Nothing more. A three-day’s more or
less thick weather had turned frankly into"a dense fog, and
I had him called according to orders. We were in the chops
of the Channel, with the Scilly Islands on a vague bearing
within thirty miles of us, and not a breath of wind anywhere.
There the ship remained wrapped up in a damp blanked and
as motionless as a post stuck right in the way of the wretched
steamboats groping blindly in and out of the Channel. I felt
I had behaved tactlessly; yet how rude it would have been
to have withheld the season’s greetings from my captain!

It is very difficult to know what is the right thing to
do when one is young. I suffered excecdingly from my
gaucherie; but imagiﬁe my disgust when in less than half an
hour we had the narrowest possible escape from a collision
with a stecamer which, without the slightest warning sound,
appeared like a vague dark blot in the fog on our bow. She
only took on the shape of a ship as she passed within twenty
yards of the end of our jibboom, terrifying us with the furious
screeching of her whistle. Her form melted into nothing, long
before the end of the beastly noise, but I hope that her people
heard the simultaneous yell, gf exrcration from thirty-six
throats which we sent after her by way of “a Christmas
greeting, Nothing more at variance with the spirit of peace
and good will ¢ould be imagined: .and T must add that I never
saw a whole ship’s <lt:ompany get so much affected by one
of the ‘close calls’ of the sea. We remained jumpy all the
- morning and consumed our Christmas puddiftgs at noon with
restless eyés and straining ears as if under the shadow of
some impending marine calamity or other.

On shore, of course a calamity at Christmas tirue would
hardly take any other shape than that of an avalanche—
avalanche of unpaid bells. I think that it is the absence of that
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kind of danger which makes Christmas at sea rather agreeable
on the whole. _

An additional charm consists in there being no worry
about presents. Presents ought to be unexpected things. The
giving and recciving of presents at appointed times seems’
to me a hypocritical ceremony, like exchanging gifts of Dead
Sea fruit in proof of sham good-fellowship. But the sea of
which I write here is a live sea; the fruit one chance to gather
on it may be salt as tears or bitter as death, but they never
taste like ashes in the mouth.

In all my twenty years of wandering over the restless
waters of the globe I can only remember one Christmas Day
celebrated by a present given and received. It was, in my
view, a proper live-sea transaction, no offcring of Dead sea
fruit; and in its unexpectedness perhaps worth recording. Let
me tell you first that it happened in the years 1879, long
before there was any though of wireless messages, and when
an inspired person trying to prophesy broadcasting would
have been regarded as a particularly offensive nuisance and
probably sent to a restcure home. We used to call them
madhouses then, in our rude, cavemgrf way. .

The daybreak of Christmas Day in the year 1879 fas
fine. The sun began to shine sometime about four o’clock
over the sombre expanse of the Southern Ocean in latitude

- 51: and shortly afterwards a sail was sighted ahead. The wind
[ was light, but a heavy swell was running. Presently I wished
2 ‘Merry Christmas’ to my captain. he looked still sleepy,
but amiable. I reported the distant sail to him and ventured -
the opinion that there was something wrong with her. He said,
“Wrong?’ in an incredulous tone,. I pointe;'d out that she had
all her upper sails furled and that she was brought to e
wind, which, in that region of the world, could not be
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accounted for on any other theory. He took the glasses from
me, directed them fowards her stripped masts reéembling
three Swedish safety matches, flying up and down and
waggling to and fro ridiculously in that heaving and austere
wilderness of countless waterhills, and returned them-to me
without a word. He only yawned. This marked display of
callousness gave me a shock. In those da\;s 1 was generally
inexperienced and still a comparative stranger in that par-
ticular region of the world of waters.

The captain, as in a captain’s way, disappeared from
the deck; and after a time our carpenter came up the poop
ladder carrying an empty small wooden keg, of the sort in
. which certain ship’s provisions are packed. I said, surprised,
‘What do you mean by lugging this thing up here, Chips?’
—*‘Captain’s order, sir,” he explained shortly.

I did not like to question him further. and so we only
exchange Christmas greetings and he went away. The next
person to speak to me was the steward. He came running
up the companion stairs: ‘Have you any old ncwspapers in
your room, sir?’

We had left Sydney, N.S.WF, cighteen days before.
There were several old Sydney Heralds, Telegraphs, Bulletins
in my cabin, beside a few home papers received by the last
mail. “Why do yo:J ask, steward?’ T inquired naturally. ‘The
captain would like to have them,’ he said.

And even then I did not understand the inwardness of

these eccentricities, T was only lost in astonishment at them.
It was cight o’clock before we had closed with that ship,
which, under her short canvas and heading nowhere ix
particular, seemed to be loafing aimlessly on the very
threshold of the gloomy home of storms. But long before that
hour I had learned from the number of the boats she carried
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that this nonchalant ship was a whaler. She was the first
whaler I had ever seen. She had hoisted the Stars and Stripes
at her peak, and her signal flag had told us already that her
name was: ‘Alaska—two years out from New York—east
from Honolulu—two hundred and fifieen days on the cruising
ground, '

Wé passed, sailing slowly, within a hundred yards of
her; and just as our steward started ringing the breakfast bell -
the captain and 1 held aloft, in good view of the ligures
watching us over her stern, the keg, properly headed up and
containing, beside an cnormous bundle of old newpapers, two
boxes of figs in honour of the day. We flung it far out over
the rail. Instantly our ship, sliding down the slope of a high
swell, left it far behind in our wake. On board the Alaska
a man in a fur cap flourished an arm: anmhgr, a much be-
whiskered person, ran forward suddenly. I never saw anything
so ready and so smart as the way that whaler, rolling
desperately all the, time, lowered one of her boats. The
Southern Occan went on tossing the two ships like a juggler.
his gilt balls, and the microscopic white speck of the boat
séemed to come into the game instantly’ as if short out from
a catapult. on the enormous and I(m'e'l}' stage. That Yankee
whaler lost not a moment in picking up her Christmas present
from the English wool clipper.

Before we had increased the distance very much she
dipped her ensign in thank and asked to be reported ‘All well,
with a calch of three fish.” I suppose it paid them r"m.r LWo
hundred and fifteen days of risk and toil, away from the
sounds and sights of the inhabitated world, like outcasts
devoted, beyond the confines of mankind's life, to some
enchanted and lonely penance, _

Christmas Days at sea are of varied character. fair to
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middling and down to plainly atrocious. In this statcment I
do not include Christmas Days on board passenger ships. A
passenger is, of course, a brother (or sister), and quite a nice
person in a way, but his Christmas bays are, | suppose, what
he wants them to be: the conventional festivities of an
expensive hotel included in the price of his ticket.

Joseph Conrad
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The Art of Writing

The art of writing is very much broader than the art ol
writing itsell, or of the writing lechnique. In fact. it would be
helpful to a beginner who aspires to be a writer first to dispel
in him any over-concern with the technique of writing, and tell
him to stop trifling with such superficial matters and get down
to the depths of his soul: to the end of developing a genuine
literary personality as the foundation of all ‘authorship. When
the foundation is properly laid and a genuine follows as a natural
consequence and the little points of technique does not matter
il he-is a little confused about points of rhetoric and grammar,
provided he can turn out good stuff. There are always profes-
sional reader with publishing houses whose business it is to
altend to thc commas, semi-coluns, and §1ﬁit infinitives. On the
other hand,. no amount of grammatical or literary polish .€an
make a writer if he neglects the cultivation of a literary
personality. As Buffon .says, “The style is the man.” Style is
not a method, a system or even a decoration for one’s wriling: '
it is but a total impression that the reader gets of the quality
ol the wriler’s mind, his depth or superficiality: his, insight or
lack of insight and other qualities like wit, humour, biting
sarcasm, genial understanding. tenderness. deheacy of under-
standing, tenderness, deheacy of understanding. tenderness,
deheacy ol understanding, kindly cynicism or cynical kindliness,
hard-headedness, practical common sense, and general attinide )
loward things. It is clear that there can be no hand bhsok for
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developing a “humorous Lcchm'que"' or a “threc-hour course in
cynical kindliness™ or “fificen rules for practical common sense”
and “eleven rules for delicacy of feeling.”

We have to go deeper than the surface of the art of
writing, and the moment we do that, we find thal the question
of the art of writing involves the-whole question of literature,
of thought, point of view, sentiment and readiﬁg and writing,
In my literary campaign in China for restoring the School of
Self-expression {(hsingling) and for the development of a more
lively and personal style in prose, | have been forced to write
cssay after essay giving my views on literature in general and-
on the an of writing in particular. I have attempted also 1o write
a serics of literary ecpigrams under the general title “Cigar
Ashes”. Here are some of the cigar ashes.

(a) Technigue and Personality

Professors of composition talk about literature as carpen-
ters talk about art. Critics analyse a literary compusilidh of the |
technique of writing, as enginecr mcasures the height:. and
structure of Taishan by compasses. '

There is no such thing as the technique or writing, All
good Chinese writers who to my mind are worth anythjﬁg have
repudiated it. -, ’

. The technique of writing s to literature as deymas: are
to the church — the occupation with trivial things by trivial
minds.

A beginner is generally dazzled by the discussion of
technique — the technique of the novel, of the drama, of music
and of acting on the stage. He doesn't realize that the technigue
of wriling has nothing to do with the birth of a great actor,
He even suspccts that there issuch a thing as pcrsdnality, which
is the foundation of -all success in art and literature. |
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(b) The Appreciation of Literature = < et

When one rcads a number of good authors and feels that
one author describes things very vividly, that another shows
great tenderness or delicacy, a third expresses tiings exquisitely,
a fourth has an indescribable charm, a fifth one’s writing is like
good whisky. a sixth one’s is like mellow wine, he should not
be afraid to say that he likes them and appreciates them, it only
his appreciation is genuine. Afier such a wide experience in
rcading, he had the proper experiential basis for knowing what
one mildness, mellowness, strength, power, brilliance, pungency,
delicacy and charm. When he has tasted all these flavours, then
he knows what is good literaturc without reading a single hand
book. '

The first rule of a student of literature is to learn to sample
different flavours. The best flavour is mildness and mellowness,
but is most difficult for a writer to attar. Between mildness and
mere flatness there is only a very thin margin. -

A writer whose thoughts lack depth and originality may
try to write a simple style and end up by being insipid. Only
fresh lish may be cooked in its own juicc: stale fish must be
flavoured with anchovy sauce and pepper and mustard—the
more the better. )

A good writer is like the sister of \fa'r:g Kucifei, who could
go to see -thc Emperor himself without powder and rotge.
All the other-beauties in the palace required them. This is the
reason why there are so few writers who dare to write in simple
English.

(¢) Style and Thought

Writing is ‘good or bad. dependma on its charm and
flavour, or lack of them. For this charm there can be no rules.
Charm rises from onc’s writing as smoke rises from a pipe-
bowl, or a cloud rises from a hilltop, not knowing wither it
is going. The best style is that of “sailing clouds and flowing
water,” like the prose of Su Tungp'o.
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Style is a compound of language. thought and personality.
Some styles are made exclusively of language.

_ Very rarely does one find clear thoughts clothed in unclear
language. Much more often does one find unclear thoughts
cxpressed clearly. Such a style is clearly unclear. '

Clear thoughts cxpressed in unclear language is the style
of a confirmed bachelor. He never has to explain anything 10
a wife. E.g., Immanuel Kent. Even Samuel Butler often gets
SO quizzical. _ '

A man’s style is always coloured by his “literary lover.”
He grows to be like him more and more in ways of thinking
and mcthods of cxpression. That is the only way a style can
be cultivated by a beginner. In later lile one finds one’s own -
style by finding one’s own self.

One mever learns anything from a look when he hates
the author. Would that school-teachers would bear this fact in
mind? .

A man’s character is partly born, and so is his style. the
other part is just contamination.

A man without a favourite author is a lost soul, He
remains an unimpregnated ovum, an unfertilized pistil. Onc’s
favourite author or literary lover is pollen for his soul.

A favourite author exists in the World for every man, only
he hasn’l taken the trouble to find him, -

A book is like a picture of lifc or of a city.” There are
readers who look at pictures of New York or Paris. but never
sce New York or Paris itself. The wise man-reads both book
and lifc itsclf. The universe is one big book. and life is one
big school.

A g(md reader turns an author inside out, like a beggar
‘turning his coat inside out in search of fleas. 3

Some authors provoke their readers constantly and pleas-
anily like a beggar's coat full of fleas. An itch is a zveat
thing. .

The best way of studying any subject is “t¢ bcgin' by
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reading books, taking an unfavourable point of view with rcgérd
to it. In that way one is sure of accepting no humbug. After
having read an author unfavourable to the subject, he is better
prepared to read more favourable authors. That is how a critical
mind can be developed.

A writer always has an instinclive interest in words as
such. Every word has a life and a_personality, usually not
recorded by a dictionary, except one like the Concise or Pocket
Oxford Dictionary.

A good dictionary is always readable like the P. O. D.

There are two mines of language a new one and an old
one. . The old mine is in the books, and the new one is in the
language of common people.

Second-rate artists will dig in the old mines, but only first-
ratc artists can get something out of the new mine. Ores from
the old mine are alrcady smelted, but those from the new mine
are not.

Wang Ch'ung (A.D 27—c, 100) distinguished between

. “specialists”™ and “scholars™ and again between “writers” and

“thinkers”. T think a specialist graduates into a-scholar when
his knowledge broadens, and a writer graduates into a thinker
when his wisdom deepens. -

A “scholar’s” wriling consists of Ifom)wings from other
scholars, and thc more authoritics and sources he quotese the
more of a “scholar” he appears. A thinker’'s wriling consists .
ol borrowings from ideas in his own intestines, and thc greater J
thinker a man is, the more he depends on his own intestinal ‘
juice. i
A scholar is like a raven feeding its young that spits oul
what it has caten from the mouth. A thinker is like a silkworm
which gives us, not mulberry leaves but silk.

Lin Yutang
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AN AFTERNOON WALK IN OCTOBER

By
William Hale White
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An Afternoon Walk in October

It was a day by itself, coming after a fortnight’s siorm
and rain. The sun did not shine clearly, but it sprcad through
the clouds a tender, diffused light, crossed by level cloud-bars,
which stretched to a great length, quite pérallcl, The tints in
the sky werc wonderful, every conceivable shade of bluc-grey,
which contrived to modulate into the golden brilliance in which
the sun was veiled, I went out in the afternoon. It was oo early
in the year for a heavy fall of lcaves. but nevertheless the garden
was covered. They were washed 1o the sides of the roads, and
lay hcaped up over the road-gratings, masses of gorgeous har-
monics in red, brown, an yellow. The chestnuts and acorns
dropped in showers. and the patter on,lhe gravel was a little
weird. The chestnut husks split wide open when they canft to
the ground, revealing the polished brown of the shy fruit.

The lavish, drenching. downpour in extravagant excess
had been glorious. I went down to the bridge to look at the
floods. The valley was a great lake, reaching to the big trees
in the fields which had not yet lost the fire in their branches.
The river-channel could be discerned only by the boiling of the
current, It had risen above the crown of the main stone arch,
and swirled and plunged undernecath it. A, furious backwater,
repulsed {rom the smaller arch, aided the tumult. The wind had
gone and there was perfect silence, save for the agitaticn of
the stream. but a few siens upwards the gende tinkle of the
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little runnels could be heard in their deeply-cut, dark, and narrow
channels, In a few minutes they were caught up, rejoicing, in
the cmbrace of the deep river which would carry them with
it to the sea. They were safe now from being lost in the earth.

I went a litle further up the hill: a flock of about fifty
sheep were crossing from a field on one side of the road to
another directly opposite. They were packed close together, and
their backs were an undulating continuous surface. The shepherd
was pursuing a stray sheep, and they stood still for a minute
in the middle of the road. A farmer came up in his gig and
was held back. He used impatient language. O farmer!" which
is of more importance to the heavenly powers—that you should
not be stopped. or that the sheep should loiter and go into
that ficld at their own pace? All sheep, by the way, look sad.
Perhaps they arce dimly aware of their destiny.

It was now about four o'clock. Two tcams of plough-
horses were coming out of a field on the way home. The owner
takes great care of them. More magnificent horses never were
© seen: glossy coats, tremendous haunches, strong enough to shake
a house if it came (o an earnest pull, immense feet, slow-
stepping: very gentle the huge creatures seemed. The first team
was led by a hale, ruddy-faced old man, between seventy and
eighty, whom I have known [or years.#Always he has a cheery
word for-me. I told him he ought to.be proud of such apimals,
and I am sure he is. He is happy on his eighteen shillings a
week, looking neither before nor after, and knowing next to
nothing of the world outside his village. Happy? Yes. and -
reasonably happy.

By the side of the second tcam marched a boy of about
fifteen, with whip almost erect over his shoulder. Put that boy
back among his former comrades, the idlers in the village street,
and he would be as unpleasant as any of them: but, entrusted
with responsibility, he will pass through the middle of thens,
not knowing one.

I 'watched the procession through the farmyard-gaie, which
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slammed behind them. and, after leaning over it for a while,
wandered homewards by the skirts of Hazel Wood just as the
sun was selting. The lout-path goes along the edege of a field.
two sides of which are bounded by trees. for the most part not
very tall, but some of them are elms and rise to a considerable
height.

There is enough in a very common object to satisfy all
over hunger—more than enough. I never leave the curve which
limits the tops of the trees round that field without feeling that
there is in it something which T cannot exhaust. The attraction
is not the same as that of the ‘view’ seen in passing. The ‘view’
of a mountain peak or a waterfall is a surprise. T stay alone
with my field for an hour or two and it begets, in addition to
a growing sense of loveliness, a religious peace, victorious over
trouble and doubt. '

William Hale White
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A FEW WARNING WORDS

FOR WOULD-BE AUTOBIOGRAPHERS
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A Few Warning Words For
‘Would-Be Autobiographers

I have been in my time a great reader of Biographies—
but am so no longer; for in my old age [ have grown both tired
and suspicious of biographers. The progress of somebody else’s |
life told by somebody else, when you have grown somewhat
weary of your own has lost its old interest; the very headings
of the chapters, intended to indicate the too familiar passage
from the cradle to the grave, beget amr impatience that compels
one to turn the pages hastily in order to feast our eyes upon
the welcome words ‘Last Day’.

But why not be one’s own Biographer? Afier so many
years of scribbling, however lightly, onall sorts of subjects,
until exhaustion has crept in, why not i the hours of lassin}de,
turn your tired pen upon Yourself? You must know just a
little more about yourself than ever you did about the
Reformation.

If modesty forbids, as it well may, immediate publication,
a typc—wrﬁten copy’'placed where it is not likely to be overlooked
alongside of your last Testament, will spare your blushes, and
at all events prevent any one else from chopping you into
chapters, and from quoting his (not your) favourite tags of poetry
at the beginning of each of them, and from ‘otherwise ‘present-
ing” what he took to be “You’ to that sardonic or frivolous
fraction of the ‘reading public’ who direct the circulating
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libraries to keep them well supplied with recent ‘Lives’.

After all, there is no novelty in the idca. Auto-biographies
abound! I once set out to make a list of those that surround
me as I write, and though T had not the patience to make the
list complete, 1 soon found that 1 had on what book-collectors
smugly call ‘their shelves’, the autobiographies of Actors,
Artists, Authors, and Astrologers, Clowns, Courtiers, and
Courtesans; Editors and Egoists: Historians and Hangmen;
Impostors, Invalids and Infidels; Lawyers; Parsons, Poets,
Painters, Philanthropists, Politicians, Profligates, Publishers, and
Prize-fighters; Rebels and Radical Reformers, Soldiers, Sailors,
Scholars, Saints, and Sinners, and so on all down the alphabet.

If any one therefore is bent, for want of other occupation,
on writing an Autobiography, he or she will find on my list
a precedent.

- Fielding in the first chapter of Joseph Andrews, observes
somewhat too caustically that Colley Cibber was r}umght by
many to have lived the strange life he did simply in order to
be able to write it. If this be true. the best excuse that can be
found for such a life as Cibber’s is the delightful Autobiography
it produced.

But if an Autobiography is rcadable it requires no excuse
from the Reader's point of view. 7

Yet for all that, and not with'standing their number, to
wrile an Autobiography is a dangerous enterprise, and no wise
man or woman should engage upon it without first counting
the cost. ' _

Sir Leslie Stephen, Ultimus Romannorum, in a passage
of haunting significance, credits autobiographies with a peculiar
charm, for, says he:

An autobiography alone of all books may‘ be more
valuable in proportion to the amount of misrepresentation which
it contains. We do not wonder when a man gives a false
character 10 his neighbour, but it is always curious to sz2 how
a man continues to present a false testimonial to himself, 11 is

&
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pleasant to be admitted behind the-scenes, and to trace the
growth of that singular phantom, which like the spectre of the
Brocken, is the man’s own shadow cast upon the colossal and
distorted mists of memory.’

(Studies in Biography, iii 237.)

‘Curious’, ‘‘Pleasant’—but for whom? The reader or the
autobiographer. No more devastating passage was ever penned
since Swift. Could books read, there would be a disturbance
in that comner of the library where these ‘singular phantoms’
cast their shadows. Though I have had these words by heart
for years, they have never ceased to make me shudder—and
now, their Author, one of the sincerest of men, stands like the
angel with the flaming sword on the very threshold of the would-
be Autobiographer, warning him off the course, for who would
wish to become one of those ‘singular phantoms’, or to spend
his last days composing ‘a false testimonial’ to himself?

If it be asked, how can the reader, who is sometimes a
simple soul, ever come to be sure, or even to. suspect, that the
testimonial is false one, or that the ‘spectral figure' is not a
true image, the answer is, and though it is (partly) my own,
it savours of sublimity—by that Divinity that shapes our books,
dictate them how we may.

An Autobiographer, however muqh’of an artist, however
delicate his. embroidery, starids a very poor chance of deceiving
even those of his readers who, coming long after him, never
encountered the impostor in the flesh.

Autobiographers are woefully mistaken if they believe
they can act as masters of the ceremonial attendant upon their
self-exposure, ushering their readers into one room, and exclud-
ing them from another. They can do nothing of the sort. If your
frontage falls, the inside gapes. Would-be Autobiographers,
might do worse than pause there for a ﬁ‘tomem, and read
Browning’s poem “‘House’ (Pacchiarotto and other Poems, p.
60) ' ~

It is strange how often men and women who write 500ks
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forget all about the men and women who occasionally read them,
a forgetful folly akin to that of the man who, having challenged
a bruiser to engage in fisticulfs, lays down a plan of attack,
but forgets to remember that his opponent is not likely to stand
still all the time. Nowadays many readers are at least as clever
as most authors.

Mr. Herbert Spencer, as stupendous an egoist as Robert
Southey, though he never wrote anything half so good as the
‘Story of the Three Bears' in the latter’s Doctor, appears to
have composed his colossal memoirs on the supposition that his
readers would be either ‘automata’, or befooled disciples, instead
of being, as many readers of Autobiographies are, keen judges
of character, disembowelled critics, and those who after long
training in the arl, craft, or mystery of ‘reading between the
lines’, have become not only skilled but alert to prick the bubbles
of self-complacency, and to discern, only too quickly, the
familiar indications of a congenital conceit, lurking clumsily
bencath a mask of modesty.

There is no escape from this. Every book, wise or foolish,
cunning or simple, reveals the Author, not as he thinks he is,
or wishes to be thought he was — but for all that, the Author.
John Bunyan in his Grace Abounding jghought he was revealing
a hardened sinner, destined to the -pit, saved from hell by a
miracle’ of Grace, but what he does reveal is a lovingflender-
hcarted man who from the first had all the tokens of a
conscience-siricken saint; and this despite a picturesque vocabu-
lary which was to make the fortunes of The Pilgrim’s Progress,
and perhaps no great aversion from being on friendly fooling
with the female members of his congregation. It did not need
much of a miracle to convert John Bunyan.

How many Autobiographies are books of good faith? Ne
one can give a convincing answer to this question. Artists ii
words are almost bound to create false impressions, and duliards
too uften are conspicuously untruthful, Still, when there is good
faith, evidence of it is continually cropping up. I feel as safe
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in the ‘company of Montaigne as I do whilst reading on a Sunday
night the sermons of Bishop Butler. Neither Montaigne nor
Butler would (of this T am certain) wiltingly deceive me.

All this to show the perils of the voyage! Any one who
begins writing about himself runs a risk beyond that of his
publishers; for self-deluded as he may be about his character,
or however skilful he thinks he has been in concealing it—out
the truth will come. His best chance of escape is to have no
character at all. But then ?—

Nor can the Autobiographer escapé detection by taking
cover behind ‘Important Events of Public Interest’, with which
he may stuff his pages, or by raising a false scent with the names
of ‘Personages’, with which he may bespatter them, for in an
Autabiography the main fact in issue is the "Autobiographer. He
it is after whom the hounds will run, and he it is thcy will
eventually pull down, dissect. and devour.

Here, I am stopped by familiar voices, loud and shrill,
crying out ‘For heaven's sake leave off prosing about character!
Who cares about character? We want to be told about other
people’s characters, the men and women you have met wither
round the council table or at meat, men and women alors
celebres! Serve them up for us, repeat or invent their repartees,
hint not obscurcly al their mutual dislikés; remind us of their
discomfitures in politics. love, and war: and if you do this,.and
at the same time supply a good index. cnabling us quickly to -
ascertain which of our friends. not to say ourselves, arce
mentioned in your records, why then you may die at-your leisure,
having discharged to our satisfaction and thai -of the evemng
papers the whole duty of an Autobiographer’.

This vain babblement, however, falls very flat on the ear
of a man who has learnt in his own library the difference
between one book and another. Unless a book reveals a character
behind it. good or bad, it is a thing of daught.

Do you wish your real character to be self-revealed? if
so, try your hand at an Autobiography.

Augustine Birrell



www.burmeseclassic.com

diboiEeqmppgeseiopp:a}

mg§eordcudcudordim BpuBerndyp: vodday [gdulwpdy
J.pogé  waeon  ewpodeoxoln  Baad(pSievnopdmslopé
BRBRS:Gogap:d Breg.ogpiom AdwopS:oéarearne(oné
[Bclaogln  aBumondud ([Biag ofgoonaopd BFSiopé  oqod
cunmde 2008 BmEpmseunadm  eofonpdd Bododenig
'§é:og:o:0]a3éu m:c\%::ﬁ@::uo: @émé 930‘59 mﬁlé:as_agaz
o odefond:nd piesnpd Baf:mmypid  eslé:oiqpiad
scbaprgbynesshs ShgSfibeonens eoppbopac} BHBHerlost;
‘eppodicy qprgean  BiFegopd oaongiogon  godepad
2901020301 20p5n

R}.epogé m:ofe(mn wwwémeamchmp =
20§51 §5=0'13qu905 oogigal eq:3(mB: egonded: mnﬁo@
moops  nSogé BuSmecndad duimelmniicolod mau§
alpé B:eoppddfoaulongpdn §eudeorgficacd mdmné:od a8a0pSeond
o3udmarntiod  Jgea  Euladecon \

88030503 §83)9e[mn¢ eruneanmouSapodeofséiulgedecnayé
08el ey0dediencrS:0ss Boprond§Sond§adaiangl aduodé
cpBpREPoomnSimndenénd cpagecy §Eeamespapd cn:08300¢
olaopn odad, con:éE3mpdadogé wEeupd:- qodsogo qafog:
[63:0p Jepdevyodeomoln mfeaogypimeogd: ¢ad w¢&:é:
BEoSos(edemnt 905008 ma§impeogien:iieone:d wwpodulu



‘ www.burmeseclassic.com

qeuononbcubyp: ( J) @2

Smofimmyp:  mongé  (0§m(03eSenyodnd). 5908 =B
[68cax mypmoBmemecoigpad comnS305euioiEeonwas wwposuln
s[o8m cpodeodeon “mgiggiep:”ed waiqd esfmpiodedep:
3, ogronodopl jevpod vemog(fdopl  eucduaoodyp:
a: qoj 6o “2é"0] néfuqs  oEfoé:ggEsonrepd
svpoSln
_ 8.088cmmné dBoSop:npd Bmovdmeo§ievpodoln o3udo3é
GRG0 colopolBEEm  odslopdim  ngdeordaopd
caoné:idlieqrql: opg§eordeonivodoodouplopd Jerdesanad mIudope
e RRBMSp:ad ooné:opdsadg:claogdn Bayd:qpiad =(0pd
» 098:90q8 ogced Bodeqpianpiodd  pd(Bioogoéagé
wgpdologmagiodm  “aodedyn:”  weslagd  mgugiensyd
odonieogeordeondyprogianpSadecy qulaopdn Bmadpd  qdgé
o&:omigni BgopgEgP: ooeq:soaPapi Gu3csospgp: opgéeord
gpi diopdioonigpn [0pSondeongpn BuSSodogpn BwgyolSgp:
20§é:somypi  olimgodaansanigp pe88gpi  opeengp:i
a:go_cmcéqp:t cq.c44pH ::oé:a?éaacpqpu mgPOPY:! 0813
aorpépn oqulongdedypn  §E¢eqiaoeaigpil  FoyEqiadopypst
08Sopodcoogypil  cwodeg edigpn  opesep  eqSmud(glodeny
woigp 0dadigpn  20eoadigpi 8Egpn  opeordSecyp:
goqodoengp: 005eé ™ ¢ moS"zacgtpoc'Snﬁa)cmnS
Qogorecopoogdi

4 pmeiart vl oot gl
oot cq:tﬁméa%r&lé 03;$co'35 mqé:cﬁogé 'W@o- cog_g&ﬂ .
2051

““rﬁ:mrﬁméaﬁ:’"aeéﬁ DRYBEOTRO 0VOO?IF:Y G0
§:c038:m  condeosodorionpd Bgggmysimdeendad eﬁ:%’ésﬁ
DR 2003 opiop:aodinso3udesdnpdyy Bypim coide(ond:
¢ adeopalocyn  aqpvloopdn  Qoommclliom  gideyc
200092108 gpgpegey (B(Besesmogf:od csqa0pd FBe(nEinps
| scdeombinpd  ojudodlen mpBmySi;memiad  eqiqion



www.burmeseclassic.com
2@J [Goo$on€

(88200507 ~sjqeenpupiped- fadagargde — o

3.epgé BuBmyS:ondertangd mmmudmed vodgeomi:
wpiBogé  oovcdofod  mesfeé  ome  ofgpguSme(mndied
soxpuli

23.03¢eamé mudmydicy BmeqBmagadypiannd oYéemnd
DRRYP mé:08eoneqqupdyy condsordmg qpud(iop Bayd
odpudoloogdn  mioqepd  ©fcSemod eagm:n 6pSo0pd
e muﬁlcmé 1208:q) s@igg;nqa 1000600803 Garepd -
swyasul :
. Bodeos oS cmé:emcsacq:@:ma o6 dSoyé
soocomocdecduém BRPoyS:qpipd  opdqigeos: guSeond:
o[é:0]  moguSonod qcé[gcqaga 3oloopSn  qm  eandol
»03&:  a[gadulanpd

“o0m8n0m008 ms0d mpBas: cmdgorpdioayE (605
Bairdes o9fomgpdiomgpiat Go3g)) or§iffoclargdn cgordeurod
m  27,368:q8:0  ofod§é 0odwndg ¢orglign  cudfodogé |
8603 qp:go. BSEE: efgduln of epogé 0.00u50) o203 G000’
dco: cudfgomagiéons: eordeord B[ comad:vlaopdn m§ cod 0
cgpodpudal, ofgélgal: (oepmiéal  omegndl) Regicde
e v, opooosemciol rpHBebwadyogs
g $8cfguSfgdoloopdn ﬁwﬁﬁwméwé Brond  ¢qod
0§:qoif§degenn yodpoaSorpdipenos 3&{G1ecTay. cionfsapl
Bodede  :m§doé  [gduloopdn” '

3 [eooyé ::qus::g.saogna “BlaoguSemnc:” oladedu mmuday,
»ogd “38c8guSeomnc:” claocdn edsodogmagadoonin ojudape
SR PlYGepRTPogoden  djzaddagdegniogd  epdapgindude
ooéind gEgdeodicot: wee(meorpuln mmWSgorn eozmdgpim
0005000539 “Bodedel m2§omepe® ho%o%:nqlcq,sp m@é.—g;:
cgpémeco:adoné megecgaErnicscddens, céolaopdn ogfeo’
20pS  oomiodigpiad  §oeul:qprgrmanpdim  FmogoSgeandacpd:
Io@om:o@:q}o:mé w303¢ mp_dn3onsagSefznadfenicssewd (wsul




www.burmeseclassic.com
qouencnbieaSyp: () : o@?

081 B§roo0iadioBicdondSifesannl  Qomoiediqpiy  eqionid
com “opeqeospaops” ouSodlenmeiegd eqropecad:el ag,opc
fjeornSeorn enicgosad a3Econinpd goSomedonul: coguSqdom
cod:goecdodqd  woSeuiesoloopdn  “ogifEmoopd  BmEdmeund”
(889§ oboncd “opofuloy cogeedofd: [Gas” (e epodap:
ny$epioy  [gh:05icgopqpian:  2do3c0es003,  §oopS
odslmdiopé  mPRPSad  magesdiEE: 23 ewnyed
“n8bmeundco3l:” 2p8 mmuIpedicdsé  orgdlgdesand
REé:0} §iooo0pd eoucdogm wpdad B3EepSspdivy seiguS{ol
2031
: nefye> §6o3, ooBSgp:m cudppicsannd s6:eoige(mné
BmdpE  olaogiod wpdmegdupors  wyaeorepd [edolaopdn
B.epogé wply ogbiméadgocar Bmguprpifedes el
oou$:a%mo:cq:§_ﬂmé uéw &:e’g:&§cg_mé@ﬁca rr?uSo%écq:
BRRPeqR0pS 0wodnd ©c8é§iln eouosapaadeoyiaéadud
an:aéadudfegaopd  Mmewnteantaoen: @Ecoa.“:@'é:eﬁmaéc%é
886420333, §adulasear eowodapad 86§ foopden cordecnd
20501205
88032005  @ouodopqp:nd 0959%:@: 0928:09058 ™
BRRPePRS 0030708 Joded(goeseqer codingdlsdoopdur
RuScpleq mpp@mdiqpion 2o.ofuSoped.  wl(mepdaeys
wéigp  cordeordgmioqpemnd:ang  Ben:(gduloogdn 3085
Rudodleqy  mppBmSigpingd  Bmapdafu  wapd§éaln
654 0>§0¢12025 030 a0p58¢  6§005Ci008  LPEDLIEiend:[0B:
suleconmadolovadi nfuSodée 39@["%?“‘19&?33@ 88e\ mg9od
o} oy smeéa?cg_;c veq:d eapmodmeepe: qacsﬁ “5836” Joopd
mypa  wosagolooad : )
aagglgggms?o%.tﬁcq:m Fjjro00: mq‘j’[::mgtc%_wé 30
Yo} qoddpl vodccoflmeons mpoon:  myfin8:03 Fwa(ad:
o} eees(mulaopdn  sadepeopordeumndamn:  condadigéictid
8565[@:9@05 3351@3333&5_:\399@05 comatieomé: co%ée;ﬁ



www.burmeseclassic.com

s eofions

oURodpe BYSAR cyecyped ofopny ogesgadad B8aSE:(o3:
cogglesoopl  oqondeunedaday, a3030p5e0pS: 05080503
cecg(molaopdn m?:ﬂqlo;é o6050§a0052005 mcq:mqaqp:rr}a?.ué
ol:8 868001 8

6P 056500598 03§ o0& B@H(EB:0pd LM SSeLEES
@ [B:eniopadareon Bodonagodmdigpiad ceideim o eouod
0§ooodypioopd  oadQdypipropdicmndn  paBacdE:  whaops
o0pdqpiupeopSiemnt: codeodddaulanpdn mesami(ué :Ji.muc;S
ofoacdqpiaogs (afededien mepiggfqpiny wodecefiopmypig o
B08)  opofosed eomnliemolicon§orcdagypil  Fas:8cdup
. cos§onodopyp:  Bgopw  BonoSopnsé  “ooelodpd:gpifodmicgé
RBegoopd 206003 ¢paé:” Bor0S0p03 0y 20&[mniencdernd
3(0B:c4o05 ooeqioepel  M3uSaBuSod eoqsdeepéig) egiepdl
moo(Bigr BmeoTud wean§:aguSeonionnd gadeod: eannSgud
3¢ egoopd enodmeomopiod 0l  godglé:  SEéorod(may
qp:(edclongSu _

R:sde ogodeferndd $p5:c08:efuln poadfoopd ooxpd(ud
co1 §ad8opioomlfudenr §ami0pd enmpdlgdenr  6§:a0oi0pd
oondBdeo ©0:3005¢:2005 ooeepopay  gE[Quloopdn o3.03uSay
nude§ @8y  cwdofsienpasali ,oin% apgp:m nuSed
wécogtoopd  RBaopdd  ewdoss: ¢ [dulapSn a3 o3Eemné
mrsq:;mﬁ QerE:wdingd “oyrdasqedon  (§ieogd” :r'}c:ool
opal 953?5035 Bog§zo§odonclunny odewondl cfjay, cesn3e:
0&:00p3 operdeLNd! myadceqehcnempdivyean  Rep:ae
muSege(mnéomayé cogéim cgoddoy omdewnad e[}
cq:é@:néu? aqooéacloopdn of epogé apormuSeqiegonpien goo
mommpd:mn  88e)  [Udwpgpid g  Sodeeomnisgdescopd
29605508 ooduliel coapYP:§EoNI BoIodE) BUSR0EIYICIFiRIN
mdeumodmaond: [sdesoloopdn  odged  “Scdngé:o§oqads”

coa  omOM c°°“[j" 38a & Se08: el
ez RO epgesls: © Ci9  Fgj:208:iaC

4

< < Tt o < < < f Ly
cgiepuyBondesqopn 650§ [3¢:  oludeom  opyfiadoops:




www.burmeseclassic.com

qeuenanbrcudyp: () | | 2L

[B€quloogSn odaf o gémE:wnd:ad mqoalac{:u;é:céogo:mé
op0qsmopnd  m§ifondum  omdgecfoln.

8o3  pdqen  eydim(gdyoiupdadsd "‘éwv‘icm
nQRPgSmb:  ;Ssbeontfiloogeln  gieeighicd Sy
emjsdeanndeané sledcopSecoluln oofgéen:gaopd :D?(.)E'Jﬂaﬂﬁ_
:Dé e(prrg(jn:cm @mésun%nﬁ m:onogcﬂméu af)cx'?aé aéafoé:c@é:
oo}, meopd:  a38amam(ol:  gamclzeom:nd  eunonas(3lacpSu
B.opogé  mpS8odgean  oySifgagiqom:  vjpS8oSqenp
gproopd eoyd:dopé Bmagjmageol cnonodoladpdn csheges pogp:
3¢ R$Bindorona  oogpiad  vodqopdspiy  gdc3§ia
oogpind  sodqaopSody  ogdeond8odgulaopdn  g§o3§:opdcopl:
s Modorama0pd copd:emé: BadB:aeon wuyodadmupod
&e@oc@éuéu? p¥eoSecolaln (ofjmygadody mg§eond caoqpal
20p34)

wé:03 90 odudodéeq: BeBen:ad:vgean sqrod:adiopd
cop q0pd 38 qpudep:ay [0 [gdulaopdn 88melortind eqiy
03¢:20p5  ¢§8cgodeony eog qpd0nd [Bieniean  :igs.93
8qé: [(g8uloopdn melmndiy  opoopSop ofedsd  vodandy)
%9503 o[0E§¢d  omdgi[ecomodearn  opéluduloopdn  wply)
RS:oycee esporosnpdfuder Hegeon oo 9§08 -6l w0003
caeloné [sdolaopdn 23 [8ey rﬁu§o§n§mg$ Bad:ment:
03 oqedeoqd  §pS:digo mﬁtﬁm@oé:(ﬁ medepéays)
oeqod  egqianioleonrood  of.epogé  ofod.ofeyé

‘qopBoiodenieann  meeqiodoopd  M[edmqodep’  »y
esl&iofcndy) [gocor ‘ogodicdyp:’'vy eslé:oiondy) [sdeo oogod
g0 coléiypigy eqpaiomn 888 oo} §opuded [0F:omidoyC
cpd:  apudopen;  Bpuggesoppd  Grogudgiqepdevyasoli
wmlempeey e(mnd:0l 2WSeanndd meomdmaPieqiopd (90
o mpudoplenmpedaydimndemiagd BEmmyy BYBen R
20882008~ @oged eqply) eogosfioln mc§adegigpion  o§0d
sglmeon g ool [880loodn ofpS eynodayigd 39.03



‘www.burmeseclassic.com

°e6 Boo§aont

Sopai(nomn T odg ofad(eoSt olig en:caxmedud(depSan [684]
20p5H .
“mgugdenad, ofodmadmeomniicogod omfgdad, Seawood
efCresqomcdt sleyed mamamcdadalu alecgal mudogmecaps:
0Q@iegomemyciolopn  ogfeondod Sglomm oofga:  cpeoy
080503 Bgomn  wed:déign  slosupod  mopdimeoiongen
296033003  Fgrad: mqol:mgzéoaﬁ_ ogod0y Bgcoron Feom
opod;elontiaoged eqpodicln o3, Bmopd :L§ lgpommenaiaoyad
(6§ 6[gpod:alu sl owvyodaéeops: ogéeqigpn - 5303, nde03
- 986un0dd, cdeunnd §io3i{o3omeoy eada0d(ozomeozndcops:
wodmeo:  gloqgpon  §Eeqiym odeqgn  Bydeqigd 9303,
03,08 omiam: [gdomeogadeops: mmieriedidln daleoy mapgaa:
Bieom cgpcdon oydimadign goepSmpyéieopaicopSicopdn Seomp
aéqp:go%ooé:cﬁ?s O%Lgsao%cagcoa :nugééeu;on&.lp: m@$:éqmc6¢|
MBuScopS:nudeds] mpgdidaaocdadors Beorec]n Seoxp Judodé
cpBPeRBesqe:qicor wedadul S naﬁ;co-ySo?_ Bqé
oney BepB:Bi poesncmndioncoy soysdeconieand eq:3:Bs3
comy ewol” o ofmpem  e[grad(morquloopd

88a) oo[mpiBdnopdigé mpuBoys: omdgaé ody
e Brgriqodod  gpegael g Be3:mG caody  o§ad comm
oomrqCigpiangd ooy BEgouSefull eoxpdodzGpS E3:onp
[g8ce cmod:cnpSfsder ofadondand cudlglpé:egicogc secvmn:
mq:m@éo’l:oén‘ |

0ée ovmudegadad cdudodleudogodeduladconn o Jagé
ofudo3ley BdPRBmd: mdeestnd  esp(mpdulscon




www.burmeseclassic.com

THE BOAT RACE
B
Harold lgicolson

- enyfiiEd



www.burmeseclassic.com

The Boat Race

It is salutary, I suppose, to abandon at moments all
pretence of being rational and to surrender ourselves without
reproach to the delights of infantilism. [ spent a morning last
week following the boat race between Oxford and Cambridge.
In principle this contest should have left me unmoved; in
practice I developed during those twenty minutes a savage sense
of dentification with one side and a savage desire that the other

side should lose. In the after vacancy, when all was over and

my side had won, I subjected to cold scrutiny the state of almost
girlish emotion through which I had just passed. It was surely
disgraceful that a man who prideg, himself on his detachment
should for the space of twenty minutes have been swept by gusts
of wholly unwarranted partisanship. What did it métter to me
one way or another whether eight young men whom I had never

known, and whom I was unlikely ever to know, could propel

a boat from Pumney to Mortlake with greater speed than that
achieved by eight other young men, equally remote and equally
" unknown ? It was not as if I myself had ever been a neat
practitioner of aquatic sports, My own rowing days were brutish
and short. There was a time, during my first year at Balliol,
when I formed part of what was known as “the Morrison Fours.”
The memory of that experience does not fill me wiss gratifi-
cation or pride. There was the training period wheun with knees
blue with cold I would 'run round the parks bcfore breakfast:

b
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there were the chill afternoons when one walked down to the
barge past Merton and Christ Church meadows; there was the
soap-sud congestion of the changing-room, when my dislike of
nudity merged with my dislike of stuffy cold. Then the boat
was wet and heavy, the loofah on which I sat was wet and
light, the oars were dripping and enormous, and I myself
incompetent and damp. A man on the bank would jump off
his bicycle and say things to me through a megaphone which
were sharp and rude. And when the race eventually took place,
I felt bound to atribute the truly disgraceful performance of
my own boat to the fact that Nature had never, even in her
wildest moments, intended me to be an oar.

I have been assurcd by those who practise the art of
rowing that, if and when one rises above the standard of the
Morrison Fours, if and when one reaches the stage of a college
eight, this impression of wet clumsiness tends to disappear. One
acquires instead a sensc of unity in diversity, a sense of
Qcatflifu_liy proportioned rhythm, which is symphonic in char-
acter and which gives some meaning to that silly expression
“the poetry of motion.” I am prepared to believe this assertion
and to regard oarsmen as artists who combine physical dexterity
with a definite, if unrealised. aesthetic purpose. My respect for
them is not untinged with sympathy, for of #l1 athletes they have
the shortest flowering season: all to soon will come the day
when they hﬁng up their varnished oars above the mantelpiece,
when they drape their pink or blue caps across the photographs
of dispersed or forgotten eights, when they become anxious lest
‘their fine chest muscles turn to fat, and when wistfully they
don their Leander scarfs and watch other men, not so much
younger than they are, performing the very same evolutions as
they, but four years before, performed themselves. Yet this
respect and sympathy does not imply any continuous interest
on my part in the art of rowing, nor can it account for the fact
that in this year 1946 I found myself startled by my partisansh’y.
Therc must be some other reason to explain why, on the morning
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~ of March 30th, I should suddenly have become excited.

Is it that, slumbering like some old toad within me, I have
" an Oxford feel? My affection for my old university is undying,
my loyalty to her is beyond question, my gratitude for all she
did for me is deep and strong. But I trust that these respectable
emotions are by now freed from all boyish partisanship, from
every competitive tinge. I am wholly unaware of any feeling
of hostility, even of rivalry, towards Cambridge. I consider her
architecture. much superior to that of Oxford; I admit that her
intelligence is more precise and perhaps even more alert; and
I regard each of our older universities ‘as an equal champion
of a long tradition of humanism and amenity. Yet even if some
infantile emotions of rivalry still persisted, I doubt whether they
would find expression in a race between two boats. My
excitement last Saturday must have been due to ather causes.
I regret 1o confess that it was due to mass emotion. A boat
race in the first place is one of the most concentrated of all
human competitions. It is concentrated in time, sincc it lasts
for no more than twenty minutes and its result is final; it is
concentrated in space, since it is rowed over a prescribed course
which can be followed on the map. It is also concentrated
numerically: of the eighteen participants, nine are bound to win
and nine -are bound to lose. Thisgsense of concantration is
enhanced by the contrast between’ the rowers and the crowds,
on the one hand you have several hundred thousand men women
and children, lining the banks. multiform in appecarance, intensc
in expectation, and guite unable to affect the issue one way or
the other; on the other hand you have two slim boats containing
cighteen men, uniform in appearance. extremely mobile, and
deciding the issue by the conjoint movements ol their arms-and
backs and thighs. This contrast between the many and the few,
between the static and the dyﬁanljc, heightens (he sense «f
concentration; it is only human that conc should seek, cven
artificially, to exaggerate the contrast by identifying oneseif, not
with the whole eighteen. but with nine. One thus. cven if all
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other emotions are absent, espouses the cause of one of the two
sides and desires it to win.

One’s reason is numbed, one’s emotions are heightened,
by the actual beauty of the scene. ‘The sun on that March
morning peeps through the early mist, tugs and police lannches,
pleasure steamers and picket boat all dashing towards Hammer-
smith in a sudden wave. There ahead of us were the two eights,
slim and scintillating, frail and powerful; the sun flashed upon
their oars and upon the water circles that they left behind them:
the coxswain in the dark-blue blaze seemed to my inexpert eye
1o be ahead of the coxswain in the light-blue blazer: from the
banks came shouts of encouragement among which I detected
a shout of “Cambridge!"” It was at that moment that I was
assailed by my Ouida mood. “Oxford!” I replied, at first in a
reserved undertone, but subsequently quite loud. The senior
burgess of my university, a calm and scholarly man, came up
to me and took me by the arm. “We are leading,” he whispered,
not wishing to betray exullation; “We are leading by two
lengths.” We? We? What were we? A helicopter at that moment
passed close overturning breweries into palaces and gasworks
into mosques and minarets. Expectation was enhanced by the
long pause which preceded the start; the river steamer on which
I was a passenger attached herself in mjd-stream to two other
little steamers; the hawsers which connected them creaked gently
in the silence, making a marine noise. Suddenly all bécame
animation; a distant roar arose from the river banks: the throb
of our engines shook the deck: and everything at the same
moment started to move forward, head; the shadow of its large
propelles flickered upon the backs of my fellow-passengers
massed in front. In the roar of its engines I raised my voice
again. “Oxford!” I shouted at the Repository of Messrs, Harrods.

“It is pleasant.” remarked Horace, “to be idiotic when
circumstances are suitable.” But it was something more than
that. It was agreeable on that beautiful spring morning to reccver
for a moment the atmosphere of pre-war days. It was agreeable
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to feel that all thosc pcople on the banks were united in a
common excitement. It was conforting to. believe that our
sporting instinct, which is so closely allied 10 tolerance, was
as active and as corporate as ever. It was eonsoling, after those
tweénty minutes of excitement, (o recover one’s outward calm
without losing one's inner satisfaction. And it was a delight—
I'll be blowed if it wasn’'t—to know that Oxford had won.

Harold Nicolson
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