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ego€ddinesimecocoph , . pagoda® in Mon Language. Accord-
ing to elderly people, U Shwe Naw,
an army chief, born in 1830, disgov-

thc hm slde ofthe Paunglaung Hifl,
3615 feet above sea level.

aaaada

ered that good quality bamboo trees
which were used in making "Hti Yo"
(imbrella stems) grew in that forest — _

area and people named the place " Hti Yo Forest®. Hence the pagoda
b#tame Kyaik-Hti-Yo. But in reality, the name had been given iong
after that time, making it easy to cali.

The original name of the pagoda was " Kyaik-Eisi Yo" (meaning :
"the pagoda held on a hermit's head") )t had been named after a large
stone, resemnbling the head of Teitara Hermit, on which the stupa was
built. Alsi in Myanmar Historical Scriplures, only the name Kyaik-

Eisi Yo" has been mentioned as regards the pagoda. Each Buddhist
citizen feels his/ her life is not yet complete if he or she has never
begn to Kyaik Hti Yo. Any body who actually visits this pagoda wiik
find it an extremely miraculous shrine, with much adulation. Today,
) . ( a road has been constructed, from Kin Pon Base, the bottom of the
o Kyaik Hti Yo Hill, to the Pagoda Square on top, enabling everyome,
- [ both young and qld, to pay homage to the shrine without diﬁ'lcuity".
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The legend of K yaik-Htcc Yoe Pagoda
(Golden Rock)

The Kya/k- Htee Yoe Pagoda (Golden Rock), one of the
- most sacred places in Myanmar is situated on the top of
the hill among the Eastern mountain ranges (£ast Yomna),
exactly on top of the
Shaykalonetin hill which
is also known as Paung
‘Laung hill.

- According to the legend
of pagoda, the pagoda
was supposed to be built
before the time of lesus
Christ.

tn BC 640 (50 years
before Buddha), there
.was a country known as
Thubanedagara Nay Pyi
Tawwhich was governed

by the King Tissadhamayarzar and Queen Thiri

Kappadewei. They gave birth to two sons,

The eider son was called Prince 7issadhadhama and the
younger one was named Prince Thihakaungmar.

When the king grew old, he delegated his power to his
" elder son to rule the country and his younger one to heir

158 §

to the throne. Nevertheless, both of them were not willing
to rule the country, take the responsibilities of dutjes.

They were not interested in power and wealth. They
wanted to pursuit meditation+as monkshoods. Even
though the King persuaded his two sons, Fnally the King
had to comply with their wishes,

The two royal brothers renounced the world by going
out from the southern gate of city. And then they lived
as hermit for good throughout their life. These two
hermits practised asceticism and meditation in the off
the beaten truck forest.

The younger brother hermit lived and practised on
Vandhagiri Mountain. (Mt Zwekapin) while the elder
brother hermit lived on Gittsagiri Mountain (Mt Zin
Kyaik) for practising meditation. Younger brother was
called 7hiha hermit and the elder called 7issa hermit.

While both of them were practising meditation in off the
beated truck forest, they had to face with an interesting
scenario,

One day, a young Zaw Gy/(a supernatural human being)
from Himalayas came across with female dragon who
assumed the form of human being while he was loitering s
about in the forest. X

They fell in love each other and made sexual intescourse.

Consequently, a female dragon became preg:ant soon.

ji15%
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She delivered two eggs and returned to her abode of
dragon. :

Hermit Tissa found these two eggs delivered by female
dragon. He took one egg for himself and gave another
ore to his younger brother — Hermit Thiha.

= BC 604, one egg which was kept by Hcrnﬁt T/'.ssa
definered 2 boy and so did the egg kept by Hermit Thiha.

The hermits fed the boys with milk which was coming
from their fore finger tips due to their own solemn wish.

The boy looked after by younger hermit died of smail
pox in BC 594. Hermit 7issalived together with the boy

named 7huriyakummaraby practising meditation at Mt
Hunter,

When Thuriyakummana came of age and he was about

21 years of age in BC 583, he became a king named

Tissadhamathihayarzarin Suvanabumi Nay Pyi Taw.

In the same year, Hermit 7issa received two strings of
haigs from the Lord Buddha with the request of Venerable

. Gawonpathi,a monk. The hermit Kaylarthaalso received

a string of Lord Buddha’s hair.

In BC 575, an old and disable Hermit 77ssabuilt Kya/k
Htee Yoe pagoda with the help of King of Devas by
enshrining three strings of.Lord Buddha’s hairs — two
from 7issa Hermit and one from Kay/artha Hermit,

Accordingly, the legend of Kyark Hiee Yoepagoda differs
from ore story to another. Some may say that the story

_is somewhat legendary.

E;cploration dore by Geologists

There are many surveys and explorations carried out by
several geologists in order to find out the stability of
Rock and boulder from the geological point of view. The
report of feasibility survey conducted has been published
in 1980. ‘

A'ccording 1o the findings from geologica! study, the
whole mountain and the Golden Rock consist z:f granite,

160 §
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amireral w hnch petrlf'ed under high pressure in the deep

interior of the earth.

After coming up to the surface the tectonics and the inner
tensions caused crevices and splits. The former monolith
was cracked to many boulders.

Weathering rounded the edges. In addition flakes and .

" shells split off by tension and weathering. There are a
lot of large granite boulders in the surroundings of the
Kyaik-Htee Yoe Pagoda.

But the position of the Golden Rock is exceptional and
extraordinary. The right boulder is the base beneath the
Golden Rock. .

=]
N
i~
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A bridge connects the left and the right boulder ailowing
male pilgrims to reach the sanctuary and touch the
Golden Rock. There is a terrace upon the left boulder
for women's devotions,

Nearl\, incredible that this boulder should lie in this
position for hundreds of years and got through several
earthquakes,

The granite boulder which the pagoda was built weighs
600 tonres. The weight lies on below is estimated 0.5
tonne per square inches.

The surface intact area between the boulder above and
base beneath the rock has only one square feet. According
to the geologists, the boulder used to circular vertically.

Kyaik Htee Yoe pagoda severally suffered from

earthquake from time to time according to Gorshkov’s

earthquake position indicator. Nevertheless, it has been |
more than 2400 years to overcome this circumstance.

Accdrding to exploration done by geologists, existing

under impossible situation is the wonder of Kyaik Htee

Yoe Pagoda.

Analysis from the engineering
point of view

With the assignment given by the government, a sroup
ofengineers led by deputy minister have survevza Kyask
Htee Yoe Pagoda for four days from fanuary 25 to 28 in

7163
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2001. The group consists of a lecturer from Yangon
Technology University, a staff officer from Water
Resoarces Utilization Department and engineers from
Yangon ~Technology
University.

The report of practicél
survey is as follows;

»

Rock

Rock (Boulder)
- Granjte

Unit Weight
- 25 Tovm3

Volume
-244.58 m3

Weight -611.45 Tons
Centroid (x,Y,2) -0.14mX0.13mX4.00m
Contact Area -0.714m2

Total Height -8.15m

164 &

Pagoda (Stupa)
Weight - -19.45 Ton

Centroid (x.y,z) - 0.55mX0.15mX8.70m
Hetght 3.0Tm
(Without umbralla)

Rock (Boulder) Ves Pagoda

Total Weight - 630.9 Tons

Centroid (x.y,7) -0.155mX0.129mX4.172m
The weight of the pagoda has no effect on stability of
boulder in terms of Under Gravity Load Condition.

Although the stability of boulder has been calculated
scientifically from the engineering point of view, the
stugiy cannotl explain how the boulder exists uniquely. ~

The report of survey done by a group of engineers says
that the stability of boulder depends on following factors;

1} Centre of gravity of boulder and pagoda is
located in the contact area and within the axis of
rotation. '

2) Contact area is about 1.4 % ofboulder’ pian area.
So, it is stably located on very tiny area.

ey
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mﬁqeoim wo%cmeém |

3) Although lateral force which is about 46.6 fons
is about 7.4% of total weight of boulder and
pagoda, lateral force which occurs due to high
wind is not more than 6.5 tons. So that, the
pagoda can be against the high wind.

4) As the pagoda which weighs 19.45 tons is »

equivalent to 3.1% of boulder which has a total

166 -

weight of 611.45 tons, there is I|ttle impact on
stability.

5) Centroid is located within the axis of rotation
and contact area. not in outside.

Pilgrimage tour to Kyait Hfee Yoe pagoda
Location

Kyaik Htee Yoe Pagoda which means pagoda upon a
hermit’s head is situated in Kyaik Hto township,
Thahtone district in the Mon-state, approximately 60 km
East of Bago.

Kyaik Htois a place where is green and lush with plenty
of beautiful landscapes. Among the mountain ranges,
Kyaik Hlee Yoe pagoda is located on top of the Paung
Launghill.

Paung Laung hill is also known as
Dokamawkhatongaline in. Mon language which means
thgmountain which has plenty of boulders and rocks. In
and around Paung Laung, there are many ranges such as
Mt Hunter, Mt Hermit.

One can reach Kyaik Hice Yoe pagoda via Kyaik Hto
Township. Kyaik Hio township is located between 17
I8 North Latitude and 97-0 East Longitude. The narc=
of the town was descended from Mon language which
means Golden Pagoda.

F167



®waik Htze Yoe Pagoda (Gol‘denWAA(W-bu rmeseCIaSSiC-COMik Htee Yoe Pagoda (Golden Rock)

The oty was named after Kyaik Paw Law Mei Shin
pamnda. Kyaik Hio is not a famous city along the Mon
Sssmry. Bt it s just small one. This small city has been
d=wstoped in September 1, in 1974 as city stage.

Nowadays, it became a commercial city due to good
transportation. it can be reached easily by car and train.
Supposing that going to Kyaik Hto from Yangon, it is
about 109 miles,

Yangon-Bago 55 miles
Bago-Wall 22 miles
Wall-Sittaung 16 miles

168 %

Sittang-Kyaik Hto 16 miles
109 miles

If you go to Kyaik Hto from Yangon by car, you can get
through Yangon-Maw/amyaing Highway. On the way
to Kyaik Hto, one must cross 2,311 feet long Siftang
Bridge.. For those who come from Maw/amyaing must
cross Muttama and then take train or car. It is about 80
miles from Muttamato Kyaik Hto.

Once you reach Kyaik Hto, you have to continue to
Kinpun station which is at the base of Kyaik Htee Yoe
Mountain, .

In the olden days, one could travel by bullock cart. Now,
condition of land road is improving since colonial days.
In 1924, British government paved the way to go to
Kinpun station.

And then, buses are available to go to K/npun station.
Accordingly, the numbers of pilgrim are increasing with
the passage of time. Due to good infrastructure such as
land road, communication, the older peoples can easily
go to Kyaik Htee Yoe pagoda for pilgrimage tour.

aaoaonf
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