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Profile of the writer

The eldest daughter of
i U Sein Mg and Daw Khin Yi. Born
‘; in Wakema; a town in the delta
region of Ayeyawady Region,
Myanmar on 12% March, 1942,

Matriculated from St. Francis Convent High School
and graduated as a Bachelor of Arts from Yangon Univer-
sity in 1964,

- Started writing pbems, short stories and plays when

P

she was in the 8% standard. One of the poems was trans-
lated into English and Japanese and five short storiés were
translated into Japanése and Russian published and dis-
tributed in the repective countries.

Presented three papers about "The Oboe", "The
Admirable Myanmar Poems” and "The Patriotic Songs of
Myanmar up to 1981" which were based on Myanmar Cul-
ture and Literature.

She has won the National Literary Award three times

for her two selected short stories and one selected ptays.
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THE FENCE

“Not so far from the bus stop, about five minutes
walk to the garment factory where Ma Aye works, that's
not bad. But Ko Soe's school is a bit far, so must buy a
bicycle for him."

Ko Aung Hla is scratching his head and thinking while
locking at the new house. Ma Khin Aye too takes a look
and says, "The house is a bit small, though.”

"No, not so small as you think. There are two bed-
rooms and a little kitchen as an extension. There's also an
empty ground space on the two sides. On the whole it's
quite likeable. You'll like it, I'm sure."

~ "Well....yes, as long as you like it, it't OK. But, can't
you make him lower the prlke, by, say about thirty thou-
sand? There's the matter of changing 2 or 3 sheets of tin
roofing."

"Don't think that will be possible. My friend has
already made the best possible offer. It's quite worth it.
Compared to the apartment, it's quite airy too. Aiso, there
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are trees, bamboo grove, all the greenery we could not
see at the apartment. You will like it."

"Yes, yes, | like this place, all right.”

"There's the mango tfee on the east and the drum
stick at the back. Look at the white blossoms."

"All right, all right, let's take it."

"Our elder son too likes it. He likes to stay in a
flittle house like this."

So, to make things short to the point, Ko Aung Hla
and Ma Khin Aye agreed to buy the house. The area of
the ground is 30 by 50 feet. But'since there's no fence, it
looked a bit larger. The foundation of the house is brick
and the roof is tin. There's electricity too. For a family of
five, if's quite livable.

’ In front of the house, there is a wide gravel road.
If one takes about fifteen steps from the road, one will
reach the front of the house. Compared to the apart-
ment where they had to climb about thirty steps, this is @
real palace.

This is the result of real hard work and saving.
There's only one thing_it's a bit far from the centre of
town. Most people in this area are workers, some of
them make their living breeding cows, pigs, chickens some
are travelling sales women.

Ko Aung Hla is a taxi driver. Ma Khin Aye and their
eldest doughter work at a garment factory. Elder son Ko

Zaw works at a journal publishing house and attends the -

vniversity correspondence courses and youngest son Ko

eclassic.com
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Soe is a sixth standard student. For the neighbours, the
family makes an inferesting lot.

For a family like Ko Aung Hla's, a good
neighbourhood as well as a good relationship with it is
quite important, for here's the situation: Ko Aung Hla has
to go to the car owner's house at 6 am and drive the
whole day. He has no holiday. Ma Khin Aye and daughter
Thet Thet go to the factory at 8 am. They arrive home not
earlier than 5 pm. The elder son too has to work while
attending corresponding courses. He is seldon home. The
youngest son has to attend school the whole day.

* Ok K ¥

"Oh, look, mother, the lettuce plants have gone!
The chicken have eaten them. Roses tool”

"Yes, yesterday | saw the cock and three chickens.
| have to drive them away."

"Just wait, they will have a taste of my catapult
tomorrow. Be ready to have chicken curry for dinner.”

"No, no, don't do that. Don't want to cause prob-
lems with neighbours."

"But it's the chickens that cause the trouble. We'll
have chicken tomorrow." ',

"No, no, if you want to have chicken curry, 'l buy
chicken at the market tomorrow."

"Yes, with fish sauce and mango salad made from
the fallen mangoes, that would be a real meal."

"Mother" said Maung Soe suddenly, "ls the mango

tree really ours?"
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"Of course, dear, why do you ask?"

"The boy next door says it's theirs. He has even
picked the mungoe§ a basket full too! He said the tree
belongs to them."

"What? The friend who gold the house said he
planted the tree himself. lt's been eight years, he said.”
“Yes, it's quite true." agreed Ko Aung Hla.

"Why quite? It is absolutely true Ko Aung."

Ma Khin Aye consisted.

"Now, | must be going to work.” Said Ko Aung Hla.

"Is my lunch box ready?"

, But Ma Khin Hla refused to be cut off so easily.
She sgid, "We must setile this matter in front of your
friend.”

Ko Aung Hla scratched his head.

T

Next day was holiday. They heard Ko Soe shout-
ing, “Mother, look! Pigs, pigs! Sister's new dress skirt....all
mud!*

They rushed to the back of the house. There were
three pigs bathing in the mud pond. They drove away the
pigs with the broom stick. The pigs were gone, only Thet
Thet's new skirt was left in the mud.

“They are U Sar Ki's pigs, | know."

"No matter whose pigs they are, hext time, I'll cut
them with the long knife." said Maung Soe.

, But the mother said, "No, don't even say such things,

\:
»

son. | will buy a new skirt for Thet Thet when | draw my
next pay. But we have to buy a new bike for Mg Soe too.
Two of the two tin sheets on the roof must be replaced
with new ones too."

_ Ma Khin Aye would have to discuss things with Ko
Aung Hia. She knew what he would do for sure. He would
scratch his head. Oh, she thought, if only one could get
things done by scratching his head! It reminds her of the
title of a book by Agatha Christie: By the Prickling of My
Thumbs. She too could have written a book called: By the
Scratching of His Head If she had a pen like Agatha.
Christie's. But that's beside the point. It is Ko Aung Hlo who
is the head of the family. All decisions must be made by
him, with or without scratching his head.

* % K. ¥

"Can't let things go on like this." said Ma Khin Aye.

"What do you suggest?"

"Must make a fence."

It's not the first time Ko Aung Hla heard the sug-
gestion. He knows it has to be done. He scratched his
head, nodded in agreement. .

"Yes, we must do It. But things like that involve o
few things like showing the map of the location with the
position of our land. Then someone from the land depart-
ment must confirm it. It's all office work and gding through
formalities, oll the red tape.”

"Well, it's your job to get things done." said his

wife,
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Ko Aung Hla scratched his head again.

"That's only paper work part. For the actual work
of making the fence, thercz's getting the poles, fencing
wires, wood for the gate, must get a carpenter to do
that." '

“Must cost about forty or fifty thousand."

"No, not less than a hundred thousand."

“But," said Ma Khin Ayeq'we must find a way to do

with less."

"I have some money saved to buy a bike for the
little brother." said the elder son Ko Zaw.

"l have some to repair the house." Ko Aung Hla
said. .

"No, musn't touch that."

.+ So the family discussed the matter without any con-
crete results. As for Ko Aung.....,

That night, Ma Khin Aye dreamed that someone
was stealing the fruits from the drum stick tree."'Sfop,
thief" She screamed.

"Stop, stop,” someone shouted.

“Now, don't run, you are surrounded.”

Oh,...it's not & dream any longer. It's real. It's re-
ally a thief. A group of men were talking to Ko Aung Hia.

“U Aung, the thief ran towards your house. He must
be hiding here. Ok, boys, search the back of the house.
Search thoroughly."

They found.the thief at the back of the hause.
Looking at the way he was dressed, one would not have

classic.com
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thought him o thief.
"Clearly, you are not of this neighbourhood. Who

s n

are you? Don't lie

"No...no... he said, | am not a thief. | came to...to
see..her...." pointing towards Thet Thet who was hiding
behind her mother.

‘No', said Thet Thet, "l have never seen him. Really,
| don't know him."

So, the group led the young man away from the
family.

Ko Aung Hla sighed and...Ma Khin Aye didn't know
what to think.

* * % %

The next day, Ko Aung Hla and his two sons could

be seen cutting down the bamboo grove to make a fence.

LI 2 2R

Translated by Dr.Khin Mg Win (Maths)
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ONLY THE TRUTH 1S TOLD

“What will you do if there's green light at the traf-
fic light?"
"l musf drive on."
e *If it is red light, what are you golng to do”"
" "I've to stop. | must not drive on.'
"Then, what about the yellow light?”
"I've to drive faster when the yellow light is on."
Whenever Daw Nyein Thar took a bus, she re-
membered that humourous dialogue. It was the real truth
that Daw Nyein Thar got nearer and nearer to God when-

ever she took a bus. It was a great adventure for Daw -

Nyein Thar to take a bus from her house to down town. It
was believed that everything Daw Nyein Thar met was
going to answer the question, "How come?"

It was advisable that the old tadies; like Daw Nyein
Thar who was near seventy should not take the bus. Those
who were near seventy were weak, had less strength and

Kyu Kyu Thin oo

always nervous with unstable mind. One df her two close
friends lost her chain on the bus as she was robbed by a
snatcher. The case of the other friend was like this; he
was a writer; more than ten thousand Kyats he got for his
scripture from the publisher was stolen by a very fast
pick-pocket. His case was worse. His national registration
card and pawn tickets were all gone. He had lost his
wife's ring, he couldn't get back his watch and he had
more trouble to make a new national registration card.
Because of those mishaps, Daw Nyein Thar never
wore chain, bracelet and watch when she took a bus. She

Qput all her money in her big hand-bag, not in the same

place but some in the innermost part and some in outer
part of the bag. Then she held her bag very tightly in her
chest, just like a mother embracing her new-born baby in
her bosom. Daw Nyein Thar had never been stolen by a
pick-pocket, she couldn't say it was because of her pre-
cautions or of her good luck. She had never seen such a
case, either.

Daw Nyein Thar's greatest adventure always
started when she tried to get onto the bus among the
crowded passengers at the bus-stop. To have an empty
seat on the bus seemed to win a thousand lakh ticket, the
first prize of "Aung-bar-Lay” lucky draw.

"Climb on, old woman, what are you looking ai?
You can dance on the bus If you like." In that sort of the
bus-conductor's words, there were two facts thai Daw

Nyein Thar was not satisfied. The first fact was that she
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was called "old woman." The second fact was his words
"You can dance" on the bus with such crowded passen-
gers. Daw Nyein Thar got onto the bus as she was pulled
by.the man in front of her and pushed by the man behind
her.

The bus-conductor who said "You can dance if you

likel" had great difficulty even to have a space to stand
for the passengers. Being irritated, Daw Nyein Thar thought
that bus-conductor would have a better job if he was
appointed in the factory of tinned-fish. Daw Nyein Thar
had realized quite for a long time that such kinds of bus-
conductors had such abilities. '

"Go, sir; the next car is coming."

Both the bus-conductor and the driver wer® in the
same I{ind. The car ran right away at the end of the words.
The passengers on the bus lost their balance and were
about to fall down as it happened as usual. Daw Nyein
Thar was also one of them. She felt very dizzy.

"Well, what about the fares? Don't pretend to be

forget. That old white-headed grandpa; fares?”

The old man looked angry at the bus-conductor's
way of asking for fares, .

"What? I've given it very early. Look first and ask,
will you?" -

The other passengers laughed at their debate. Daw
Nyein Thar quickly gave 200 K note that was ready in her
hand, as she did not want to be called "old woman." But

Kyu Kyu Thin ' o0

she did not escape from the bus-conductor's remark.

"The old woman has done again! Have you ever
sald an oath to pay the torn note as the bus-fare?®

Daw Nyein Thar felt'very angry. She tried to man-
age herself. She remarked that he was such a rude boy.

She was thinking that if that kind of boy was ap-
pointed as a receptionist at a hotel, that hotel would not
last even for a month. '

“Go sir, overtake that carl The next car'is just be-
hind us!" ‘

The driver did exactly according to the bus-
conductor's instructions. The skilful driver drove the car
violently and reckless[y. He stopped the car suddenly at
the place that was not the bus-stop when there were
passengers there. He drove again suddenly. James Bond
could not win that driver who drove the car in the-zig-zag
way, leaving behind all the cars, motor-cycles and bicycles.

"There're the two guys stopping the car!"

Though it was not the bus-stop, the driver stopped
the car instantly and drove again at once. Something was
heard from the passengers, may be they were cursing or
saying prayers. Daw Nyein: Thar said prayers as she had
some experience very often.

"Wait! Wait!" -

\ "No, no, no more passengers, sirl Bus-fare for only
one will be received!"

Because of the bus-conductor's envious words, Daw
Nyein Thar loocked back ond there she saw o middle-
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aged woman wlth three children running after the car.

"Go on, sir, drivel Don't get caught af the red light!®

The bus-conductor was the one who encouraged.

The driver was the one who never geve up, and drove
fast through the yellow light. Before the traffic light, it

was red light at the same time. The sound of the whistle

was heard. The troffic policemen were waiting over the |

traffic light. The poor driver looked at the bus-conductor

who tried very obediently to explain the traffic police- 4

men. But it did net seem to be successful. The driver had
to hand @ card from his pocket to the policeman who
wrote down in their records.

"Good; the driving licence is taken,”

Son{eone'scld and it was not loud but Daw Nyein
Thar/cmd the other persons near her heard it &learly. Daw
Nyem Thar thoughtjympofhehcally that their wives, sons
and daughters who were waiting for them would surely
feel disappointed. e

Daw Nyein Thar did not sleep well that night. The
poor and pitiful faces of the driver and the bus-conductor
did not vanish from her eyes. She did not feel happy, and
she did not remark that “That had served them right” ei-
ther. She thought the wdy they droyé; they talked and

thelr behavior seemed to be more dangerous than what
had been.

* x x X
Daw Nyein Thar had to go to down town one month
later. As it was funeral ceremony of a friend that she

classic.com
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could not fail to attend; so with full strength she went to
the bus-stop.

She did not have to wait long, a big bus sfopped

"Slowlyl Please wait for the possengers getting
off the carl” '

The voice was strange. The way of speaking was
also gentle.

Daw Nyein Thar got on to the bus without any
difficulty. She thought satisfactorily that it was alright if
the passengers got on and got off the bus systematically.

"How long will you go, aunty?"

Though Daw Nyein Thar was not called "old woman"
she knew that she was asked with full attention.

"I'm going te Yangen.”

“Ah, then, please stand here, this sister is getting
off at the junction!"

The bus-conductor said with respect. Daw Nyein
Thar felt satisfied as the bus-conductor was not at all bad
and he knew how to behave towards the old people.

"Go, sir, no; please wait, a monk is coming!"

A respectable-looking monk got on to the bus.

"Well, the boy on the seat "for monks only”, will
you please stand up!" ' '

The boy with long hair did not move at once from
the seat but he looked back. Oh, he was wearing ear-
rings, Daw Nyein Thar was interested with him. The ')oy
wore |ecn parits and jean jacket not neatly, but untidily.

“Didn't | tell you earlier? There you see the notice?
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The monk is holding "thabate”, monk's bowl, so he is not

oble to hold the bar, my little brother!”

With scornfulface the boy moved from the seat, ..I::
after listening to the bus-conductor's long explanation. Daw
Nyein Thar was quite astornished to see such a boy. Daw
Nyein Thar was comparing the high-minded bus-conductor

with that low-minded and disorderly boy.

That boy jumped down from the car at the next
bus-stop before the driver stopped the. car. When the
bus was stopped, the girl sitting near Daw Nyein Thar got |
off the bus. Then only Daw Nyein Thar had a seat fo sit. |

- Then the bus-conductor asked the bus-fare. Giving the
fares, Daw Nyein Thar said to the bus-conductor that she :

thanked him very much. Thanking words of Daw Nyein

Thar came from her heart, not from the tip of her lips. The |
bus was driven slowly. Daw Nyein Thar remarked that the |

driver had done a good job.
"Ah, sir, there's an accident at the corner!”

The driver stopped the car because of the bus-

conductor's words. |
"It's Mg Win's car, you get off and hava a look.”

The bus-conductor was a very active man. Immedi-

ately he went to the place where the accident happened.

He talked for a while and at once he got on to the bus.

"It's alright sir, nobody is injured. Mg Win's owner 3

, e .
comes and solves the casel Go, sir."

The driver started the car slowly. The speed of the |

car bécame a little faster. At that moment, the two middle

classic.com
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aged women with the vegetable baskets on their heads
crossed the road quickly in front of the car.

The driver stopped the car at once.

"Oh, they're going to die in this way, why don't
they cross from the zebra-crossing? How bad those people
are!" |

It was true, they were very troublesome people.
The zebra-crossing and the place they crossed was not
far, it was about ten steps. If the driver was not careful,
something terrible would happen. There would surely be
some great problems.

“Go, sir, go, everything is clear!"

The car was started. It gained speed.

"Be careful sirl There'll be yellow light at the traf-
fic light." '

This driver was a well-disciplined man. When he
saw the green light twinkling, he lowered the speed. His
car was at the traffic light, the red light was on suddenly;
it all happened at the same time.

Back at home at that day, Daw Nyein Thar was
quite satisfied. Daw Nyein Thar was thinking that there
would be happiness, peace and tranquillity if both the
driver and the passers-by were well-disciplined and had
high standard of knowledge.

* X K ¥

Translated by Kyu Kvw Thin
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Her real name was "Thein Thein". But my two sons
teased and called "Thain Thain" Since they had read her
love-letter, "Thain Thain miss you, Ko Myin San". That very
honest Thein Thein was my adopted daughter who could
be said that she was stupid rather than honest and simple.

Very simple daughter Thein Thein was play-mate
of my two sons when she was young. When she was grown-
up, she was like a close and trusted friend who | could talk
to freely and she was also like a walking-stick for me. She
was only ten when she was adopted. When my elder son
Ko Zaw read her the story of "Suwunnasma" and at the
chapter of the story when "Would-be Buddha" was shot
by the poisoned arrow, she felt very pityful and cried and
cried like anything.

"Is he going to die? He won't die, will he? Ko Zaw."
She would ask very often.

She was very happy and smiled and smiled when
the chapter was read that the parents of "Would-be



' she was bullied.
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Buddha" said oaths and when “Suwunnasama” recovered
from the poisoned arrow.
"Oh! my goodness, Ko Zaw! Then he won't die?

How nice! How nicel” she exclaimed very joyfully.

Thein Thein was always made fun by Ko Soe, the _'

younger son, who was fond of teasing and making jokes.
“Well, Thein Thein, shall we play Hit and Run!”
"Yes | will, Let's see who's head and who's tail?”
"Of course, I'll take head."

"'ll take tail”.
"If it's 'head’, I'll run and: you must catch.”

“Yes, yes!"

"Yes, surel | agree. Toss the coin, Ko Soe."

With much satisfaction, she agreed and was ready
to play. Holding the ends of the frock in hand, she looked |
at the coin in joker, Ko Soe's hand, she did not even blink .

her eyes.

elder son who would not help watching them.
"Why? Ko Zaow."

"Ohl You're very stupid, if it's 'head’ you'll have fo |
catch him, and if it's 'tail' you have to catch, don't you see |

that? Hey, Ko Soe, you...."

The elder son was busy explaining Thein Thein and
s¢olding his brother. Thein Thein forbore though sh‘e knew.

“If it's "tail', you must catch and I'll run, is that OK?" fi

“Hey! Thein Thein, don't play with him." said the

aclassic.com
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Thein Thein had fair complexion as she was a na-
tional. With red cheeks and lips, she looked cute. She had
been thin and skinny when she firs? arrived. When she was
grown-up, she became taller and with stout body, she
looked good proportionally. She was like a robust youth,
ond the young boys began to make eyes at her. When-
ever |, her mother, went to the bazaar with her, | dared
not to lose sight of her ond | had to core her with full
attention. But she was quite quiet. Althaugh she was nearly
twenty years of age, there was nothing to be suspected.
There was only one thing. Being very honest daughter,
being very good-natured danghter, being -\'rery pityful
daughter, we had some trouble to feel worried about
her. "Will she meet with some bad and ill-mannered men?"
That was her mother's great anxiety.

Of all the unforgetful events of her, one was spe-
cial to talk about. That day, accompanied with her, | went
shopping as usual. That was when we were living in Shwebo.
We both had to carry a very big basket each, as we had
to buy rice, oil, chilli and onion for one whole month. Just
before taking the pony-cart, after everything had been
bought, | remembered our bucket of ofl was left behind in
the shop.

"It's alright, mother! wait here, I'll run and fetch it."

The poor thing, being helpful and kind; did not want
her mother felt tired, and ran quickly to the bazaor ac-
cording to her words.
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. Five minutes; ten minutes.....As she took longer than
expected and | was worried and- followed her. At the oil
shop, the owner of the shop giggled and said, "You'd
better ask her and please explain your daughter care-
fully." Thein Thein seemed to be embarrassed with the
bucket of oil in her hand. Thein Thein unburdened her feel-
ings on the pony-cart.

"I tell her that this bucket can hold three viss, but
she argued obstinately that it holds only two and a half
viss!"

| did not know what to reply immediately at her
words. ‘

"She says that | am arguing and she'd like to tell
you w}uen :you come. | know nothing at all. She's very un-
graceful and clumsy." '

Ah, she still wanted to say like that. | could not help
myself smiling because of my stubborn daughter.

"Ohl you...Thein Thein! Look at this. The bucket is
full with two and a half viss. The oil is reaching nearly the
rim, you see? Then if she sells three viss as you've said so,
we will lose half viss, think carefully.”

- Listening attentively to what | explained Thein Thein's
face became red with silly grin. She wanted to argue
more, she was very argumentative.

"I don't know. | think you've once told me that the
bucket can hold three viss."

The driver of the pony-cart laughed aloud at her
words and Thein Thein felt more shameful. Thein Thein was

Kyu Kyu Thin o 99

such kind of a girl.

We were all surprised ot such a love letter was
found from this simple and elegant girl. The letter was to
her boy-friend. We never knew how many letters she'd
written.

It was said in the letter, "Please do not come in
front of the house very often. I'd be beaten if my mother
knew we were in love. I'm frightened. So, please do not
come Ko Myint Sant." / '

Her love-letter was written very badly with many
spelling mistakes, as she had been onty in grade (3). But
she knew how to love a boy, she was able to do what she
was not taught.

After reading her love-letter, my elder son asked
with curiosity.

"Well, tell me Thain Thain. Who is your Ko Myin
Sant?"

With her head downward, Thein Thein seemed to
be shameful towards her grown-up brother.

"I know, | know, isn't he the one with brown com-
plexion who comes by bicycle in front of our house? Don't
lie, Thein Thein." - .

When my younger son soid definitely, Thein Thein .
could not argue and was quiet as she said, "Yes..."

"Oh! it's Ok then, what does-he do? Where's he

from?"

"He's from the other street. He earns sore than
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600 Kyats a month. He has a job, mother."

She said with full recommendation about him. Since
she had come of age, | had told her, "When you think of
marriage, you'll be safe and sound if the man you have
chosen depends on himself. Don't think about the man in
the street, the man wasting time without any job. The youths
of this age are ill-mannered. They never love the girls
truthfully, they deceived them as they wanted only the
girls’ jewelleries, you know that?" Understanding my brief-
ing she said that her boy-friend had o job and had good
income; | was really amazed to see my daughter who
could say like that.

As she had been with my family for more than ten
years, | wanted her to have a good husbard. | was wor-
ried that she would meet with the one who wanted only
her jewelleries that | gave her to wear. | was still sUs-
pected although she said that her boy-friend earned more
than 600 Kyats a month.

“Wait! where does he work? Who are his par-

ents?" _

She couldn't answer this question. | knew she had
some difficulty to reply as | saw her thinking with her eyes
upward. '

"Well, then, we'd like to see your boy. Tell him to
come and see us. Is that so? Your father will be at home
the day dfter tomorrow morning. Tell him to come at about
10 o'clock at that morning."

classic.com
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"Ko Myint Santl Come sharpl Tthlnl Thain's father
and mother want to see you! Write a letter like that. Do,
you hear?"

The younger son teased her and she giggled. She
covld not hide her happiness.

The Head of the family seemed to be very astonished
when he knew that Thein Thein had a sweetheart.

"Ah...she's now over twenty or so.f

"Yes, let's get her married if he's a suitable boy.
I've asked her to tell him to come and see us!"

But, on the appointed day, Thein Thein's boy was
not seen and only Thein Thein disappeared from the house.
The younger son informed that he saw from upstairs that
her boy got her on his bicycle.

“Stie heard me shouting, "Thein Thein, Thein Thein"
but she ran away on his blcycle, mother."

The younger son said with tears in his eyes.

"I ran downstairs and followed their bicycle but |
couldn't catch them, | fell down and [ had bruises on my .
knee." B

"Is he the same boy who comes In front of our
house?" | ;
"Yes, yes, he's that big brother."

"Damn! How very foolish she is!"
"Oh, mother, may be she likes him."
The elder son comforted me as | was on top of my

anger.
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" didn't say that | wouldn't let them get married,

now we don't know where he's from? What is his job? |

What kind of guy is he? If he's the one who is dishonest..."

| was full of worries. There was some news when |
inquiries were made here and there. The parents of the
boy were wealthy in their village. They eloped to their 1
village. Then there was good news that the boy's parents

were going to ask for permission for their marriage. Then

only we all sighed.

Angrily | twisted her sartorius and asked her un- |
_ satisfactorily on the day when the boy's parents came to

our house to have our permission.

7

you elope with him? Didn't | fell him to meet us? Tell me! |

You, trouble-maker.”
Tears welled up in her eyes, Thein Thein said,

"He said he .dared not to meet you. You wouldn't |
agree us when you know he drives a pony-cart, you would .

seperate us, you wouldn't allow us fo get married.”

Lookl How he made my honest girl believe that he | !

earned more than 600 Kyats a month. | had an unpleasant

feeling in my mind. But the boy's parents and relatives ]
seemed to be serious and just, and | was rather satisfied._:,;
as they made my daughter Thein Thein wear a big gold

chain and five or six bracelets. A small gold chain and a |

thin bracelet | gave her to wear seemed to be inferior.

After their wedding, they stayed at the boy's vil- ¢

. "Now, wait! What's the matter with him? Why dld

clgs%:ﬁ;om v

lage for a month and then they moved agam t8 our house,
there were her big gold chain and bracelets. }’F\ose golden
ornaments broke my dlsagreeable mind towards the boy.

The main fact wds my satisfaction as my daughter came

back home.

The boy's mother and aunt came to the house af-
ter fifteen days. They brought vegetables and some home-
mdade cotton clothes from their village. 'Bﬁf the golden
ornanents of Thein Thein were gone after they had left.
With heavy eyes, Thein Thein said inactively that those
golden ornoments were borrowed for a while as there
was a donation ceremony at the village. | was very anx-
fous and confused then. As | had thought, Thein Thein never
had those ornanents again. '

"Ko Myint San says he isn't going to ask for them.
He'll save money and he'll buy them for me."

Thein Thein said in real honest manner as she trusted
her hushand. But there were no more golden ornaments
again for Thein Thein after their one year of marriage.

"Hey! Thein Thein; you've nothing to worry for the
place to live in, there's everything ready to eat, then why
do you two save some money?"

When | asked Thein Thein as | could not help my-
self keeping to be qulet, she replied. -

"Why not, mother? Ko Myint.San soys you've al-
ready made me wear the chain and the bracelet, he wanis

to buy his own pony-cart. He's earning less as he has to -
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pay for hireing the pony-cart. If only he owns a pony- |

cart, he'll earn more, Ko Myint San tells me, mother."

That would be alright, | thought so with satisfaction. j..
A month ago, and being fond of joking, the younger |

son said to his sister, “Well, Thein Thein, | met with Ko

" Myint Son at the gate of our school. He's not coming
home this evening as his pony is dead. He says he is going |

to the village to tell his father about it."
Thein Thein believed it, "Oh, no, it's & great trouble

Ko Soe. That pony costs a lot. His father will' surely ask
him for compensation. How does it happen like that?" "

~ Groaning sorrowfully, she was counting her savings one

note after another. She might have that idea of buying a

ponysccrf for her husbard since that time. But, let alone a ]

ppny -cart, we'd never seen even a smgle wheel of the

cart.

After living six years in Shwebo, we moved to |

Yangon, Thein Thein and her husband camelalong with us.
In a city like Yongon, it was quite difficult to find ajob for
son-in-law whose education was only grade (9). So he
had to attend the course for driving. My sons' father was
pleased as Mg Myint San could learn driving quickly more

than he was expected. He was given the duty of a driver, _

both of them, Thein Thein and her husband were very

happy.

took a visit to Shwe-da-gon Pagoda. would be recorded
as Thein Thein's great day in her history. As usual, my

The experience that we had on thé day when we | '
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nearest related daughter and her husband included in the
group. At the pagoda, my son's father and | were one
group my two sons' were in one and Thein Thein and her
husband were in one group.

"Well, well, let's fix time as usual, it's now 7:00 AM,
we'll be back to the car at 9 o'clock. Is it OK?"

The leader of the family limited the time. At the
appointed time with full of joy and pleasure, we all got
back to the car, and with a broad smile, Thein Thein was
the first to welcome us.

"Mother; I've picked up a very big gold bracelet,
very big and very heavy."

"Ohl is that so? You're very lucky, Thein Thein. Show
me. Show it to. your mother.”

Being unable to hide my overcoming joy, | asked
her hastily. .

"No, we haven't got it, Thein Thein has given back
to the owner."

Ko Myint San interrupted,, but he seemed to be
bewildered.

"What? The owner? How do you know that he's the

owner?"

"l picked it up near that car at the car parking. So
| asked the old lady in the car and gave it back to her.
The old lady was very good-naturéd. She gave me 10090
Kyats as pocket money."

My precious daughter Thein Thein exploined with
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satisfaction and happiness. Who couldn't feel happy was
me, her mother. Who felt unsatisfactory were the sons' |

father and my two sons.

"Now; waitl Did you ever see that woman was look- |

ing for something."

"No, no; she was reading the newspaper in the
car, she only knew when | asked her. She thanked me |

"
very much.

"Of coure she had to! She had to thank you for a :

thousand times. Amazing! Thein Thein. What you'd done
was quite amazing! What a forfune that woman had!”

"Well, Thein Thein, why didn't you wait for us? How

big was that bracelet?"
Vs

no time to stop her.”
Mg Myint San answered the elder son's question.

"You're very stupid, Thein Thein; you should give it |

back only after you've asked us."
"No, Ko Soe; | thought, they would drive away."

"Did that woman wear the bracelet as soon as you |

gave her?"

"No, she didn't! She put the bracelet into her hand- §
bag right away. She was smiling as she had her thing back." '§
"Stop it, Thein Thein. | don't want to talk with you. |

You are second to none for stupidity. How amazing!"

We did not know where our peace we had at the !
pagoda had gone to. On our way back home, we talked |

"It was about my little finger, quite big, and | had |
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and talked as we felt very displeased with her.

Thein Thein did not seem to know that why we were
blaming her. | realized her misunderstanding looks on her
simple face.

Back at home, | heard incidentally that Thein Thein
was whispering Mg Myint San. -

"Mother always tells me not to want and not to
take the other person's things, then, why is she scolding
me like that?"

L I B T

Translated by Aye Aye Pyone
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SOMETIMES | LOSE, SOMETIMES SHE WINS |

The ping pong ball is jumping to and fro across the
net. Tick tock, tick tock. The clapping and cheering sound_':é_;‘

 somefimes overwhelms the sound of tick tock.

"Good shot good shot" shouted some of the GUC'I-..

e/ncé Then again tick tock, tick tock...

Khet Khet beat the ping pong ball with all her mlghf 1
The ball went over the net and fell on the other side ofl_u
the table like an arrow and bounced back. Soe Soe re-jj' |
turned the ball and landed on Khet Khet's again, who could "
do nothing. The audience cheered and clapped. The an- 'l-

nouncer said "Two_Three.'
Now it was Soe Soe's turn to serve the ball. Soe’

Soe's ball landed on Khet Khet's side, but very quickly &

returned to Soe Soe, who beat the ball the ball from:

above the net with force, the ball landed again on Khet
Khet's side and Khet Khet could do nothing again. 'Four—J "

two to Soe Soce.' said the annnoucer.

The play continued. Both were very fired. Both .

aclassic.com

Kyu Kyu Thin 29

tried best to find the weak points in the opponent and
take advantage of them. Their sports shirts were all wet
with sweat.

May Khin Thet was among the audience. She came
in support of her neice, Khet Khet, daughter of her elder
sister. She was thinking:-what's a game of table tennis, as

the name suggests, but a game of tennis played across a
table instead of on the ground? But watching the game
she thought again_who would have thought that the game

Involves so much skill and handiness? In reality, she has no
interest in any kind of sports whatsoever.

About 15 years ago, she took an interest in swim-
ming, or rather in a swimmer. She took swimming lessons
under the swimming master, Ko Ko. If's just like they say in
short stories, the singer not the song. Or in her case the
swimmer not the swim,

The swimming instructor Ko Ko was brown, stout-
bodied, sweet-faced. In short, all the qualities that girls
love, especially May Khin Thet.

"He's the only son." says someone.

"He's in the final year Engineering." says another.

"His father owns an o'ill company.” remarked an-
other.

Soon, May Khin Thet became a regular trainee in
Ko Ko's swimming class. She went there driving her own
volkswagon. Soon, one could see Ko Ko in her volkswagen.

Ko Ko was the most favoured of her boy friends:
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"Well, how are your swimming lessons? Are they '
progressing well as expected”, teased her eldest sister
'Ma Ma Gyi.
At that time, her eldest sister Ma Ma Gyi was preg-'

nant with Khet Khet. :
“Not only are swimming lessons going well, but also

has caught a big fish as well.” she answered.
“Are you sure of that?" asked Ma Ma Gyl

"More than that." she answered. i

As for Mya Khin Thet, she is the daughter of rich
parents and is also véry beaufiful. That is why during her:
days cllthe college, not one day passed without receivingﬁ'

a lpve letter from her admirers. There are also suiters i

CLARRIE

,quo come to her house. Because of that she was sure of!
herself. ' E
"But" said Ma Ma ‘Gyl, "Your Ko Ko cannot be le _j
alone, you know. Only the day before, he was at Kyl
Pyar's.” |

“What? When was that?"

"Saturday evening.”

May Khin Thet thought. Saturday....that was the day
Ko Ko left early. He said he had somewhere to go.
Now...look. Kyi Pyar, of all the people! May Khin Thet was
disturbed. Her feelings cannot even be expressed props
erly in words. Kyi Pyar is truly very pretty. No one can

!

blame any man for falling for such a girl. Ko Ko is like a

butterfly caught by a flower. After all, was not May Kh'l.

.
I

Kyu Kyu Thin : 20

Thet too like a flower trying to catch a butterfly? _

Kyi Pyar, with her looks and other qualities, could
catch any butterfly she chooses. But why Ko Ko? Ko Ko,
on the other hand could have temporary flings as Kyi
Pyar one of them. But getting serious, surely nol

"When are you getting married, May Thet?" asked
Ma Ma Gyi. __ '

Mya Khin Thet could not understand very well the
workings of her elder sister, Ma Ma Gyi, who had one
those things called parent-arranged marriages. How un-
romantic! So Ma Ma Gyi could not have what it is to fall in
love, to be wooed and won by the man you love. Ma Ma
Gyi never finished her education, for getting a suitable
husband was more impartant than education. That, at least
Moly Khin Thet agreed. If she was to get married to Ko
Ko, finishing her education matiers little. Ma Mo Gyl was
thinking that May khin Thet. too could have o parent-ar-

‘ronged marriage when the time comes.

Ma Ma Gyl said, "Now, don't waste too much time
May Thet, educations is not that important. I'm sure our
parents will agree.” '

Oh, Ma Ma Gyi, ﬂ';'qughf may Khin Thet, you don't
know anything, do you? Things don't work out like the way
you think. Kol Ko has not even proposed to me yet. Under
these conditions, how can one think of marriage? How-

ever modern she may be, how can she.....
But on the other hand she has been giving hints to
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0o Shades of Life (Selected short stories)

Ko Ko, with words like: "You know why ) call you Ko Ko?
It's not that you are 5‘yecr senior, you know, but because
i like the sound Ko Ko, it's the way | like to call you."

"Ko Ko, please phone me every night before go- . |

Ing to sleep. Only then will | be able to sleep well."
"l now know how to swim very well, yet | continue

with the lessons, you know why? Because | just want to be
near you."

L I I

The sound of applause brought May Khin Thet back r

to the present. The ball was now Back in Khet Khet's hand.
She held the ball, let go and then hit it with the bat. The
 timing was -good, but not good enough. It would have

beqn/a good shot if only it landed in the area opposite.

But it ran into the net and bounced back.

"Gain to Soe Soce."

The emperor declared.

Clappings and cheering. Soe Soce had won.

May Khin Thet understood that Soe Soe had won.
But she was still a bit puzzled about the way the points

were evaluated.

"Really Aunty May Thet,” said Khet Khet, "l just lost . :

by a margin, how heart breaking." _
"You were much too excited, Khet Khet." Remarked

someone.
"{ tried, but couldn't concentrate.” Khet Khet re-

plied.

classic.com

Kyu Kyu Thin e

On being asked about the game, Khet Khet ex-
plained:

"I¥'s like this, aunty. When it's your turn to serve the
ball, you send it into the opponent's drea so that the other
cannot hit it back. When it is the other's turn to serve, you
make yourself ready to hit the ball back and send it into
the other's area.”

May Khin Thet nodded. So far so good.

"But can you enlighten me on the final evaluation?"
asked May Khin Thet.

"What is it that you don't undersand aunty?”

"It's like this. It was your turn to serve. But the ball

: ran into the net and did not reach the other side. You lost

your chance to gain points because the ball did not reach
the other side. That is understandable. But why did Sce
Soe have to score the winning point?"

“That's the rule of the game, aunty."

"So your weak point not only makes you lose your
chance to gain points, but also makes your opponent gain
points.”

"Yes."

"Do you think it is fair."

"Why, yes, especiaily it works both ways. The
opponent's weakness will alsoc make me gain points as
well."

"Since you explain it like this, | guess it's fair ofter

all.”
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00 Shades of Life (Selected short stories) |

May Khin Thet thought about her own situation. She
used to say to Ko Ko: "You know, Ko Ko, Kyi Pyar's life is
not as plain-sailing as she makes out. Her elder sister Khin
Thi Dar is a scheming woman. Only last year, Khin Thi Dar
was engaged to a doctor. But the doctor withdrew the
engagement because he found out about the family. Af-
ter their father died, everything was controlled by the
step mother. Everything you see on the surface is just a
sham. Even their house is not theirs. It's already pawned.
That's what mother says.”

Ko Ko listened to her words attentively without

-any remarks. But not long after Ko Ko graduated at the
engineering institute, Ko Ko sent her a wedding invitation-
he c/pd Kyi Pyar were getting married. What she had
been saying must have had the reverse effect. It showed
how little she knew about men.

She could now see everything in new light. It was
her own weakness of telling tales that gave the winning
points to Kyi Pyar.

* K ¥ ¥

Translated by Dr.Khin Mg Win (Maths)
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IN RAINY OR WINDY DAYS

Since Mi Pyae was late, she was waiting from the
_road in front of the house. Not a single sign had been
seen yet. The basket prepared for the night bazaar was
checked again. The pot of fish soup prepared for sickly
aunt who suffered from the serious disease was lifted
slowly down from the fire. While every piece of burned
charcoal was being put out, Mi Pyae’s pleasant voice was
heard.

"Yes, yes; Mi Pyae is never forgetful for what

]
you've done, aunt. Please rest assured. Please don't for-

get to bring pink cotton cloth, next time."
At the end of the words, with a basket of pow-
dered rice,-Mi que was found, coming into the house,
"Was it Daw Kun who you were talking earlier?”

"Yes...."

"Don't be familiar with that old woman. She isn't

good-natured. Though she's an adult she's acting as a go-
between for the maidens."

Kyu Kyu Thin , . Be

"No, sister; no one gets married though she acts as
a matchmaker. It happens as one's wish.”

As usual, Mi Pyae talked like a sharp-tongued gir!.

Khin Thet felt tired. Rolling out a piece of cloth
wrapped with a newspaper from the basket of powdered
rice, she said.

"Daw Kun isn't that bad as you think, sister she'll sell
this piece of cloth on credit, a kyat a day will have to be
paid, will you please buy for me? sister; The blue colour
looks beautiful."

Khin Thet felt more tired. Mi Pyae was only six-
teen. She liked beauty as she was pretty. The profit for
selling the food made of powdered rice from 5 PM to 10
P.M was about four or five kyats. She knew this very well,
yet she was asking to buy for her.

"Let me buy it sister!, Yes? Aye Tin had worn such
kind of cloth till it was worn-out. | don't have even one
dress. The cloth is teteron, and it's very nice." |

"You....,, don't be a rivalry with Aye Tin. They've
been to Mawlamyine and Taunggyi. They have good in-
come as they're trading illegally."

"That's why | want to go with them, as they asked
me to; you don't agree with me; two hundred kyots for
once is more than enough, sister. They can wear fine clothes.
Look at me, I'm wearing cheap cotton cloth and all.”

"Oh; you see only that much, Mi Pyae. Please ihink
carefully how Aye Tin becomes very notorious in cur envi-

"
ronment.
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eJ Shades of Life (Selected short stories)

Mi Pyce felt disappointed. She rolled the clothes

with fhe newspaper and she was whispering to herself.
Khin Thet pretended that she did not hear her though she
felt sorry for her sister.

"Well, well, get prepared. It's already 5 o'clock.
Don't be cross with me, my sister. | have to pay for rice
this month. I'l buy for you next month. | swear, May light-
ning strike mel"

"Really? sister! if you don't buy, 'l wear your
dresses!" :

Having mind of a child, she seemed to feel quite
ulrlghf again after being soothed. Khin Thet was worried
about Mi Pyae as she was still an artless youngster. Being
a serjious disease sufferer, their one and only aunt could
nof look after her two nieces. So, 20-year-old Khin Thet
had to struggle her life by managing herself, by looking
after her sister and by earning for a livirig.

"Do you wear lipstick again, Mi Pyae?"

"Oh, sister; Khin Htwe wears it, too."

"Hey, they sell at day-bazaar, and we at night-
bazaar."

"Ohl it doesn't concern at all. Does beautifying
need to choose whether it's day or night, sister?"

"I don't tell you not to beautify yourself Mi Pyae.
Do a little and that's encugh. As we are selling our food
at night, they'll make fool of us if we wear lipstick and
makg-up and all. See! what had happerned last night! Though

Kyu Kyu Thin ee

we behave ourselves well, some guys like to make fool of

us.

"Oh, sister, we shouldn't pay attention to the drunk-_
ard, should we?"

Looking at her beautiful image in the mirror, Mi
Pyae wore the lipstick, put some powdér on her cheeks.
Khin Thet' sighed as she looked ot her sister beautifying
herself. Mi Pyae knew only to beautify herself. She never
seemed to know that beauty was dangerous for poor
and guardianless girls.

She felt frightened as she thought about last night.

They did not sell well that night. The night bazaar
seemed to be in a mess when it rained suddenly. When
the movie was over at 9 PM, they began to close the
shop though the solution of powdered-rice as left.

"Oh! You haven't sold out yet!"

“Yes, would you like to have some, brother?"

Mi Pyae answered without noticing the condition
of the one who asked them.

"Yes, yes; we will have some. How much for each?”

“Twenty-five pyas only."

"Oht twenty-five pyas? Yours are very small. It

costs much, doesn't it?"
"Yes, lower the price, we'll buy all at a convenient
price. I'll spend all my money in the pocket. We won't core.”
"Yes, yes. We're buying all. Both the food and the

sellers, too, ha..ha..ha..!"
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Khin Thet got very angry. She hold the iron ladle
tightly in her hand. Making her voice louder Khin Thet said.., |
"Mi Pyae, give me the chopper. I'll break the fire- |

wood."

The two drunkards walked away as they saw the 1

iron ladle and chopper in the hands of the strong girls.

If it come to a crisis, they didn't know how to get. .'
on. At present, they had to pretend themselves as being '

brave girls.
"Khin Thet, daughter, please come!"

Khin Thet entered into the room as she heard her |

- aunt's voice.
"I'm coming, aunt."
~ "Why are you scolding Mi Pyae?"

“It's nothing, aunt. She only wants to be pretty."

"Of course, she wants to look good as she is a. |
young maiden. 'm sorry that my nieces are unlucky. So, '.
think about my advice. Khin Thet will have fo lead a pam-'
pered easygoing life, without having to do any household: |
chores, and Mi Pyae can do as she likes when she can_,'

rely everything on her sister.”

Khin Thet knew her aunt's goodwill. But there was
one reason that Khin Thet knew but her aunt did not know.
"But...that old man, U Hla Kyaw Mying has his le-

gally wedded first wife and five children at Mandalay.”

"Ohl Ma Kun says that he has already divorced."
"Ridiculous! aunt; Aye Tin met them at the movie
threatre when they went to Mandalay last month. | don't |

bclassic.com

Kyu Kyu Thin £9

want the other woman's husband. He may be a chief clerk
or a Deputy Commissioner. Daw Kun is good-for-nothing
woman. | wonder what's she thinking about the other
person's daughter.”

"Look! This longyi is the new one. Oh! this piece of
cloth is new, too, and there are cltogei’ner five handkerchieves,
I've never seen such beautiful make-up, here's a letter;

what? "To my sweety", ohl my goodness, this is a letter to

make a date to movie. With what kind of guy she's going?
Mi Pyae is very foolish. Wait! What's the matter with Daw
Kun? she comes early in the morning. It's sure that woman
is acting as a go-between." |

Khin Thet felt worried about Mi Pyae. Khin Thet
realized that Mi Pyae was acting unusually these days.
She was talking very aften with Daw Kun. Khin Thet no-
ticed that Mi Pyae saying, "This is what Aye Tin gives me
as a present”, "This is the thing Daw Kun buys for me!" and
she had got more clothes and dresses.

After having breakfast this morning, Mi Pyce be-
gan beautifying herself in front of the mirror. Khin Thet
did not forget that she'd asked her. Making herself look
as usual, Mi Pyae soid, "I'm ‘going to the movie, sister."

"You've watched it the other day, haven't you?"

"Ohl This is the new picture! You don't need to give
me money. Aye Tin will pay for me."

"Whatever it is, sister, it isn't good to diss.i,r:‘ra're

very much, and you all are maidens.”
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"No, sister, Daw Kun will also join us."

"Ah, | don't want you to go with that woman.”
"Oh, sister, we've a date. | feel bad if | argue.”
The stubborn girl seemed to go however she was

forbidden.
Khin Thet gave up as she did not want her aunt feel

sad about it.
"Come back straight home, after the movie. Dont

go round again, do you hear?"
The big sister Khin Thet uttered as she was worried |

about her. But her younger sister was having a date with |

" her lover to the movie, it would be worse if they went
some where else. That thought made Khin Thet full of great
anxiety.
. With full of worries, Khin Thet tried to fmd some
reason to go to Aye Tin's house. When she found Aye Tin
at her house, she controlied her feeling of sorrow and
asked about Mi Pyae. '
"I know nothing Ma Ma Thet. May be Daw Kun
knows!" - - :
Believing that answer, Khin Thet waited and waited,
for her sister. Khin Thet could not control her anger when
Mi Pyae came back home only in the evening before
dinner. '
"Come! You ensnaring a husband! With whom do

you go? What about these clothes? Is this letter from

your guy?"™

classic.com
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Mi Pyae could not deny as Khin Thet had full evi-
dence, letter and all things.

"'m going to tell you, sister. He wants me to tell
you dfter mdrriage. If not, you'll seperate us. | don't tell
you as I'm frightened.”

Khin Thet pitied her when her sister confa¥sed fright-
eningly.

"Where's that guy from? Does he say that he'll

marry you? If he thinks marriage is not serious and likes
only 'Livingltogether'- my heart will be broken; now, now,
tell me, you two... '

Locking at her aftractive body structure, Khin Thet
did not feel like asking her more. Although she did not
want to ask, she tried her best fo ask her as that question
was needed to be answered.

"How many times have you two been together?
Tell me the truth.”

Mi Pyae did not answer at once. She was quiet for
a while.

"Don't feel shameful now, tell me the truth only. |

won't seperate you two. Now, Don't lie. How many times
have you been together?"
"Only three times."
"Oh, my goodness, where have you. been, sister”"
"At Daw Kun's hause."
"Oh, | know. | suspect that woman; damn.”
Mi Pyae was trembling because of my loud angry
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voice. In great fear, she looked at Khin Thet and said,
"Oh, sister please don't seperate us. | can't live

without him. Will you please let me marry him?"

Her trembling voice lessened Khin Thet's anger.

Hugging Mi Pyae, she said,

"lt's OK, sister. I'll let you marry him. Well then,
who's your boy?"

"He's no other boy, sister. Aunt knows, too. He...he's
brother, Hla Kyaw Myaing."

"What....?"

Translated by Aye Aye Pyone
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AT THE DENTIST'S

"( told him not to buy it! The father spoils the daugh- |

ter. That's the problem.”
"Oh, Mama, you always blame father!”

."t's not a guestion of bloming, | just said what

w/ouél happen. Now, this!"
“Mother, | said | would not ride it again.”

The mother grumbles and the daughter gives a -

sharp reply.

"Of course, you won't ride it again, now that all

your front teeth are gonel!”

Seeing that her mother is really angry this time,
the daughter covers her mouth with a handkerchief, stays |

in total silence.

All that time Nyein Thar was listening to the conver- ',:
sation and her deep interest made her forget her pain

for the moment.

“What's happened?"

A woman sitting beside Nyeir Thar asked the mother.

eclassic.com
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"It's a matter of motor cycle for ladies. She said
she wonted to ride one and her generous father bought it
for her; six thousand worth itl After one month she_ ran
into @ motor car and ali her teeth are gone."

How awfull Lucky that her life isn't in ' danger. Poor
pretty girl! Everyone in the guest room looked at the
pitiful girl. She, on her side, wasn't happy at all. Who
would be happy under these conditions? -

“Four teeth above, two below.” -

"That's a lot of teeth to lose in one timel"

Someone remarked. . .

"Yes, it.is terrible. Some are broken in holf too.
That was two months ago. Now, the dentist has called
today for new reeth. Will cost about two thousand and
four hundred kyats." .

They surely can afford for they seemed to be rich
because their dioamounds glittered with the light. But Nyein
Thar was doing some mental arithmetic, two thousand and
four hundred kyats for six teeth, that means...,, it can't be
like that, there is the cost of dperdfioh on the gums and
other complications. But for me removing one tooth and
replacing by a new one, without complications that can't
be much. Even if it cost a hundered kyats it would be the
expense for three four days for the whole family.

"She must have new teeth without fall, you know
why? Because she's getting married soon.”

“Oh...Mama.”

The girl said blushing.
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Nyein Thar was thinking of what her friend recounted
about his first night with his new bride.

"At last, we two were left alone. She was putting
off her jewellery one by one, all fakes. Then heighair-do,
again all fakes as to be expected. Then she said, "Ko Ko,
please turn the other way around", as if it mattered fi-
nally. But | turned the other way around to give an illusion

that it mattered. She was undressing. Without any inten-

tion honorable or otherwise, | took a peek incidentally.
The under-wear too was filled with fake...things, you know
the kind of things. That's is also to be expected, since she
was looking so...filled up. After the fake things, she put on
something light (not fake this time), something intimate,
?hcﬂ's;,moré like it, | was thinking. Everything's fine so far,
that is until she brushed her teeth which were all false too!
Romoving her false teeth, her lips were like an unaired
balloon.” .

Hearing that Nyein Thar had already imagined her
friend's face.

“Does her boy friend know about her...accident?"

Nyein Thar enquired about the condition.

"Yes, they were together. His brows were a bit
damaged."

Oh! Thank God. The boy had known the conditions
beforehand. If not,..Unaired balloon...

Now, Nyein Thar feels her tooth aching again. At

that moment, she heard voices from within.

"Will it hurt, uncle doctor?" -

classic.com
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"No, no. | won't."

"No, you won't even feel it. Let's see. Oh! This tooth
is not good too. That's what you get for taking too much
sweets. We .have to take out the first tooth.”

“It in on your own decision doctor. Do it please.”

“No, daddy, no!"

"Aren't you a brave man my boy. At your age, you
will have a new tooth coming out after the old one is
gone. The old tooth will be nathing but trouble, anyway."

"No, | won't. Please uncle doctor, don't..."

"Oh! f prorﬁise you won't get hurt. Injecting an
anaestic will feel like, say the bite of an ant.”

"No, nol"

“Don't be naughty my boy."

"OKI If you don't want to take it off. | won't Let me
again see that tooth, pleasel”

"No, daddy, no."

The boy still resisted.

"Oh, boy I'm just going to look at it, Well, you hold
your son's hand tightly. OK."

"Son, you just open your mouth my boy. Doctor
wants to check your teeth for your own sake. This is be-
cause you don't brush your teeth regularly.”

"I promise | will daddy. Ah...ah...."

The boy let out a scream of pain that made all the
patients silent.

"Oh! It's very painful, ah....ah....”

On hearing the scream, a six-year old givi clutched



www.burm
o3 ) Shades of Life (Selected short stories)

her mother and cried, -“Let's go home, mother." The mother

could not comfort her child anymore. in the end, mother

and child left. One less patient.
Listening to the sound inside the room and the de-

parture of the mother and child reminds Nyein Thar of a = |

joke in a magazine: an old woman looked at the doctor's
bill and complained that the doctor has charged two times
the normal fee. The doctor explained that it was becouse
her shoutings have made two patients leave the room.
Now, if the doctor only knew about the woman and child...

"Son, why shout so loudly. One would think the doctor
is running a slaughter house. Think how it will affect the
doctor's reputation.”

"IY's qll right. No problem at all. Well, you wait for

a seécond, OK. Now, next please. Oh! long time no see

aunty. Come sit here."

"My gums are bleeding, doctor. And- | think, this
tooth may have to be replaced by a new one."

"Let's see....well, no damage of any kind. Take a
lot of lemon juice and brush your teeth after every meal
with a sofv tooth-brush. Please sit there and wait for a
moment aunty."

All sorts of sounds, some undistiguishable.

“Now, young man, it's your turn again. Sit tight, won't

feel a thing, | promise."

Then came the sound of 'some'rhing dropping in a

bowl. The doctor is really skillful.
"See? After the ant-bite at the beginning, nothing.
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Press this cotton between your teeth. Put ice if there's
bleeding....oh, yes that will be only 50 kyats."

Nyein Thar was doing some mental arithmetic again.
Removing one tooth-50 kyats...if there are 20 people
come to exiract teeth, that would make a lot. It agadin
reminded her of o joke she read in a journal. Two doctors
were discussing the kind of specialization to choose.. One
chose to be an eye specialist. The other said he would be
a dentist, because edach person has only two eyes but 32
teeth. It's a good choice if the amount of income is di-

rectly proportional to the number of organs.

After caleulating the amount she had to iocy, Nyein
Thar thought of going to the dental college, But then it
means waiting Saturday and Sunday, which means bear-
ing the pain for two days and no eating.

"Is your tooth aching a lot?"

The rich lady asked. Nyein Thar nodded.

"Then you con take our furn. Since it's a matter of
geﬂiﬁg new teeth, it's not so serious, we can wait, aren't
we daughter?”

The girl agreed too.

"Oh! Thank you."

Nyein Thar got into the room where an old woman

was complaining about the price she has to pay for some
pieces of rock,plastic and metal even if the metal is goles
or platinum . But three hundred thousand _isn't it too much?

The doctor said,'Now,( will tell you a story.lt has risthing fo
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do with artificial teeth,but the idea is the same.lt's like -
this:A woman went to a hat shop and said,’| want the lot-

est fashion hat and something no one has ever worn |
before.Can you do it2”lt's a tall ordered madame,but I'_'
can do it.Please wait'said the designer . She took three "
pieces of ribbon,cut them and folded them together and |
a new hat was formed.That will be 500 dollars.” She .
said.'But’ complained the customer,’It’s only o collection of
pieces of ribbon!”Indeed’ said the designer, unfolding the

_pieces of ribbon and said,” The pieces of ribbon cost

only twenty dollars. Take them if you like.’
T When Nyein Thar's turn came, she stopped doing

any. arithmetic. She also knew better than to do bargains .

with the doctor.

LI S I 3

That day, at home, Nyein Thar called her two sons
and said, "Now, children, brush your teeth carefully, every
day, after every meal if possible, but don't use too much

tooth paste. Hear me?"

L I I

Translated by Dr.Khin Mg Win (Maths) .

classic.com

GOD(E()%S(SSO’JOS OQS?OCT)C%OOCDDS

Neprzrcand: Bameéiar: conmodald: ecdaead
LW‘ a gm & e % ?“
c C c O c a o c C
A oo%a%:oogcepq 00&:Y @ezﬁo%o%oaé dagomigbot
an:em%mem:cri)' q@oo&%oﬁcqo% o%cﬁoaem&em:
Vo SORBEREECDS oo%coﬁeﬁpewo 606D eﬂosiso
M0 @5§O®e~[nem5:c?a>éll
e Borecnngs

0B ea5&0maE enimecE: aSameioo: conmode
T g LSP“ <> St * 08 3
R

co
1-80
90
8,
we
)
Yo
o
S
g

god[gdclecumion dawengilyé eagiadanpSi
260§ET66 RO . . |
, Ny [y N
9BecBaqn mew pocderdgebeeddatorgiey efpd
opm Beagawodmieamomnol :260md5 chaodSol
o[gpSoncdeoo
"B gEadcvoéconoddn wadd ddadmopdean:
andeoscBfucdi & sentearens BER 0gdcd”
L4 - a L L'L
“ o [ N O ¢ [} [ [
FBEPR0> a700p0lg Bateorqodi g 8odegré
elgp&or ogozal” '
. meemaopd: [gedmdgfgieén sesadd gdear: ofd

»nEeuIbme WesHE:r WePiMeoso (G Hanayé
mIL8§L‘ Rt AR G%¢€ 2



www.burm

3660 @$cooc8§g: F0050mE eg%egjge«?%@wéu MNCO
S L 1 .

Odochadsd mEianeadepigcdayé smeuvpobossiotepd
RO RRI0IFIOCEPR |

a30:860151E805 €dloh3Baopdi saegmopimosigpion secw

[Rods6005 0005005 8E&[Fa3[g6 BocBocotagm: cochezoné |

=] [y , Q.-C N <
C\J‘DGIOZC\J)JS ICYD @JO’)QJ&ZG@%Q&’):C\E(D@J&?QD&)’II

2200:0[98 P FBOPoESIRimEBEYE mepms§iad
REDYE PRS0POCIRiNIYRCaR PTISI0

¢ §bz0056i0gp5gHEB cegNdodap: eloyrqeorES
p&rapodesndeeEdI §deolEigpign 0B §io0pbi20p9363

29 92605078 Qen a3 L&D csraeflomogﬁéamg
a0 926¢20Cepa3 yorgpdadedopd

Q)Jogu @3:05035 @azmo@%méu‘

0é$60'}g @LSO’J:GL?O’)OSII meco:eog C\)OSGC\C)’USG_O.):C\%OJ’JII

D08 @:%b:qccz ogJ%eoa% qm%:eméogeog 80510505

i e

ocC ° Q e
sfaecoo% 007:38:c00 DN 92666077 3303:).3900:6] -

cooed ol ofFrene Boomiloyacdadeon gabgtioadcéd
MCe03 D:TOARAASMeeoPecd §Ecdad 5ol
° L L‘ﬁ‘ 0O L q ° L el L"'§ % ¢
e T TovTebeb et leltatll
“ C ~ ”
eziiCe s OOOQE[:OU‘.)’.) G§8
"% OS C (o [ng C.C. o C
0P ag$eodacedyIE: sac0eep: copeq
Skckogailog aonfoy) enxfod ea0b(O3op§s 260 Fe00can
(2 Xy [ C 08 N\ [oy 6 "
BEeoECENTHEENDATED 366

&« o [
BbecanHon eooogo;{:n IR EDHEO

oMl @9@”
M. 3'138 8009\

»

C’] §’)2C\3é @2 CD'.'):O’]”

classic.com

izt -

“Ben Boocdesdi cl :me938en B wé. . .
comadbempiaomndg: eoes:gEs”
“mésloscnd] saboep”
“a300065lonecocdi gt 0g)
[N n
ceneondd @8'oo°mo7>=@5 & meown 85360
R 005G 9

og&ago:d]m gem&jéemcﬁo% oaoocuoo§ qo 0a30) @1006

c C o (o o cC O 8
805662658005 Bochad Fasem 925835 :ﬂo?aaea)o
()%C\) < o] oy 6 c O o oy "1\ OS
50003 g EepapdqE 36903 sdslgeapecdl sacemm
[o] c (o C < < <
33 3Scbodheny§oopdi adordapdl sbesaessics
C e O (o] Q C o o C
2058 002:208:03 MSecdodomcdeon meydde 23§ oS
B S L L s LI Lo
PM3eoy pmELBA mcdahaiecgicond: e
e °
slogpodclasgbn co8iea(cfiads ofpfrooon
o o o 9 [} R é C [N
MEOM RS B Beogisé spopdordbax
O C c€ o GH 3 a 03 o (3
e3l 6apfeandoopd: e[dhiade &(Thur coronfgmifge: esl ey
§oopdi gégéanércudialgqoyé o[dfimcod: seeyad me
] -0 At ¢ a2 ° S R ?
® COj E C co C $ 6 [N C
H8¢) 9Epubo 3238800565 3650&[gdoopSi
o [of o c o ¢ [}/
e[y meem ameapst comeelpayl ‘Batewnt)
Baleent’ §& qég%@@oecog]sof;mé" slopséoyoyée
ppSmes’ ‘ppdimen’ O e@ocm%meu

* k¥ ¥

[

S

“sloneory 8meoionicder3qomd Batewst”

e

[o]
L
“coz0) emoc.o’]@u slod sanson oo&;@og’o 030l
- L L IL

3

FC0TDCO) N S Ss050: B coEs
g R 00§65 3260 06k ogx@oo Gy
s’aeemcoé:e§8| mo@o%cféqp: mew%f;&%tﬁe r.r;zf/)’):o%

Q C QC
sgrelgpadabomiladén



www.burme!

000 wofSacpt <°<aal°$*t>

soeosraogm SUSoemoc'@ go@@q& gzeeoo mgﬁ

mga‘ng(\%C\E" 39@&?9@@90%@% g%eeoooécq:@ooomezo%

m6bemé BlDHqFsm offiogBcdeepadosdi
“clmcspiojelé Scdommids e[y veepod

cogoi cladoéion cla®and @6 00"
G] ||.° . 0§° » J |8 61

¢ 0 oc¢c ¢C c (o . .
3OO OX0COO aoog?§6§5mgoo e[g_ﬁooé i

BB Dilyodaodede Badifyodgcde[mgodam |

-

L
c

mqéeq:cﬁ@@:ﬁmyeooo ee@')mpgu 9@: a3 P»OS |

a320GpdeopdE cocbecbgddn condecndgbdaopdeacyds

L

PELYTIND gaew%:mnsra@o 5205000588360 005 2o |

o gBbeantlgapicon eerEcddsdenrod

C

c\L>oc ) e%éegomo mo§cﬁos®ecq sacuo"co.eoeoooeeu |

d

T o e 93662 eéﬁeo:’ga:eseqwqu.l 66 |

L b 4

e/qoo']ag: mmé:mw$l§39§wém§|$eﬁ:ogé 0333393: |

a?:smoo%oo“e: s'ago:ogcc; eéo']m c\'ezoecg&n

wpSamndigpigtochaddopd: scesémced)

%€ [gagrom3apdadaupd: efoftodewwnadarnayE B30l |

[ < [ °
G‘?“ I 66DCCOOE C\):?@GQJ’)OS(‘D% 0.2:0933%@“

oﬁoém e@:mwoﬁ @3600505 e@émoﬁs:}xn ! |

moegpdifs Meymagio vomielpad o328 a5 qa0pdu

PEEIAVT NGBOED 663l
“og8e07 8econddarmErio) Sreenidf oraicloxi |
o%acc:ceoc DEIOS @ :ESlones” b
‘e . . soomo@ D ET: Gm)c.qqémé 8 |

;eonEesnd ec'm ooeco.c@o%qcoooew oEMD

ogﬁe:ﬁmm OGC\)O("S GGO’JO’J'D.O']§ (ﬁQCGG’JC”
@ L e L

classic.com
= & o sog

esladadaopd B30 RSV T

“slad ecodqpdeny ome cocdardbiedloy”

G rl-l{E: 7 1oV o) f"_@ @6:00$C\3$:or}c%||

“elgrgoops: o€se[Bcd o €l §o:eueé>oa:og”

GO mj[:ss»%c@(ﬁcﬁu o%eog: co%%: 2 69593 >
[o3:c8cb it e[ficupd: sBéee(gpéeonni

6§200Mbe55500 M60graR0sE ;meedd Mo
melopliesoydep scem godqpbomapiapdigs. . .

“olmen edlodomcdomg 968mud 2081 28
senéecnod 3@3903303?3:%, )

760 6[gadg> Eepeorpagdi

offore 25B4E8bgEironpdadar mecn:dd achoX
cetBd  *

"m0 DBDAMEN Badcia Becgiannintl 5260
0 eI coéom BRS;E”

2266m welgl 66:06501§ 8qed0r oigpdiodeculgd
slgoom qobapbectal acdagpaogdi

o[Fi9ne07 wBIBE: cenlectgbeonde ¢odso

ozl 69600800[03p5880a5

Booodep: [gdecsr

& o[gdgEdlop Brocdymenon g8
o godElop§pd comielgpdeep! coiaydesps corfeoot
B soodegréotiomnmme Baddon megadcdgrmecnids

sllgé ogeoo:meq):ep ool

Beogroopds e@@géol]:n.econ PME 66300

ST
OUSG§<DO’.)CD”.)° O’)EB@QQBBQQJQ.(.EG(D’DI DAL é(fzsmm



www.burm

0o  088ept (ogiofe)

IL
089903 8c598f By € sonddsEegegpadenddeon sanad:
o Bb e.
SZEHeNe saeo@@oo@eoospme.u

o[rocd meodeq) ofienglf§ocdare ddodom

960giap10pd m6eBopd) codaoncd(gddefoypé: [§opd
s08[gedclan
* ok x %
029607 960§y e[Fandqeof
coypEio&icdal meamnmegpotddogd ofdied xels
3 (5§ 05cScbaemn wopdeoypéioticdenan dBuS8odsakx axclk
oadel 922§B5:9)06) omBopSREsa dEBeamiear

9§[c6q|?:qé: eo?o%cﬂcuo:u

o [ C o o < Q. 2]
7 ewaBo055¢ melgqeproopd cmepiecial: off

4

% ]
ecgpcﬁs‘?@wéu q;o%og;qooo:@ wcfl:@c:» ST e Béq :

4

-

L
ooé?o Gsa:qigxooagzafoqmmzll cf?cgg{a%o%ob? q&e@mé@gﬁ/
ooé e@:o‘%a&é 08$:q|[6m:0§o€wc\?308||

opwoaogcooooé e@: O%Losgﬁcn%ago:eﬁu

N
e oé.m.cx%cﬁScﬁu
GS’A‘@&G GHCN ICUD IESIEPHAINDEOEPLP:
® ‘Jlel ‘? Y 1% i °€P LP’

MYE$600:N

“amiadiad §9:00p58: sEpcdeonEorci 6f ormionds

eogmé: CEEHNE C\Bo:f)cx‘ezl oioo&\‘éz'@ogoﬁ@@n 338:@: |

JooTes <, [ Y Q c Cﬂg c s
E- 90»%%0& gle§oo<,\)u losleiples] GgGCfo)C\)e: UB’):C\B:

_ e_&gaogo% §’)9é€[§’)&@0§[§2[§ﬂ B alooeancd G§@P§9L§u
[o 3 Koy c _C C° c o - < Ce [} [« 1’
oéd[gooqc QU680 opzecdi oé: BB af[g]

“og$e g8glondd Basenéi glomo§eomydloncs”

L

VRS cePcEPeEncsd ©DNOD 09D $650000¢ ]
5C1§ SEPEEPEEIEED VDM NHIRMN§EFOHIeoMI

classic.com

[t 2

o[Bsncory 8cdedd§i8E 32051056 afad83qopd
oadly meeqdor mewslgadecsd comin§adadytay
o N o C \

2ot Beoet e[ofreom:gd3dli Béeanimestmg e
Q$:ogodgEop) 36003 68330EqIBAl Redder v BeeP:a
. [s K < S o ¢ c [of R '
ohro8cdeoeneoneor s6¢0) BdpbppeNE sofelg)
Qo3

saeoooé a@cﬁ@&@c\gcm aogs'aoﬁf:& DEPLODS:

3o

C C. N\ [y
266podYE136000E0!
s[gfnan 960 pdgdor(gcd§E(gtien meyejoyp

]
c ¢ < <
Qi SR QI%Q‘)GOT ?O?‘DO’J’JO’)’) 9§6330’)U£ ol.z?ooooo:

00

seaEoPEe) 6oes8eonpli
C [y C

9B B60ayDEded §oc0E[Eday(§ sacyorilgd

g|Hq o050} mbeslody ayess 3q1 083ldd 6y
. C. o C‘O cC O Coa o C

g&icgdrem &8y BodB5g eapéogpsqopd

o[03:00p5 efg§evdidmecoiedl péqbal: abigadeq
[g6e52005 |

‘Balewt. . . ateent’ §& dABadegapslogeio

[ < 2 O o o _C
meunimmbiesl papd 52699503 [g§ogrcdadeone

3o

805(7% Oé:dé:QJQOEOggcﬁll
“w I N C
moéem NECOFIWD o:ma,e@ﬁa‘]co'imoSc?qo.u
C C [ o (o C Q
meemw@:saoa?@oc\% c20:§0rE0D1qI0S DEpEl F2EYo?
‘o’ G§c§ samj’[:sae@of:: e@c@qéc@o’b’eq}:"
c [ . . C C N\ " .
aoepeoooo% empmooo.q& QOO 3235603
0§opSI oepecdm 609§Bpst cepiafieclodogiien
R

L
o%:%ém,%oamén e@:m .§69’loo5§j eo%oogoo:»:@ 0 o
C

L
popdiom @ézeé:gg @ago:eoa%lfsméu



www.burme
oy wofSaepé (oggofe)
226066pa>m0neh coréapben [ppag§iapstoogd "

smm@mgg mcwcepo%mwéu 60 mm{)@[o.p A

co05c0pb: szq,é:ccﬁf)%cgozwéup@m% cx;é:@éc@cﬁcan 1

6peo5enc3ngd opdBBag§icreaopdador

ooén

g8 oga0303 qodqbecgecgoyqés lgofgd

PCO esoogd o§ we§méu |
e@ oae 260000 soe@ :ﬁomo‘i cuosp 100069 ;30%

q€cmooc®oéaoc 165820001

amfn@)ooé mcwa&a wm@c'qé@'ad o%a)(fe

olod: aaoo(gog o322 cSoSsla)én
“oo8:(c”

N N T e B s e§m']sfao%& ‘338:@:’ o3

eé‘f\e‘@ofloemou 9@ q&oo 038 ooogo :Déll
“3@0 saneonén :266 0gpdiecy oo so368 0‘3(13[% 1005

.. ofd3: o8iomncBdapdenr BedSepo§eont |

ecu:oSc::oo%oSep BSoonazoed]olognianpdu
¥ ok XX -

ca0:§deepodq) coagndenesqepeay seediesld:

e0T8 meocbonéd mopddoyddgoddesean(gtayt:ad

ofBs ooeoo&seayeoaom QodqEdape @9 (3058295 o0y, B& !

G§@€18C\JQ)E§II ) fl

* ¥ X ¥

ww@oge&:n oR0OG! odE DIV

classic.com

DID | NEGLECT YOU, MY DEAR?

That was the painting of the Prince Seidhahta, the
"Would-be Buddha" locking solemnly at His beloved wife
Meiyathaw and His newborn son from the door of the
royal room before retiriug to the jungle as a recluse.

- Meiyathaw looked very compassionate as she em-
braced her son in her bosom while she was sleeping aslant.

Whenever Ma Gyi looked at that picturé, she
thought with suspicion that Prince Seidhahta would not have
retired to the jungle as a recluse if Meiyathaw woke up
at that very moment.

It was peculiar in the case of Ma Gyi's father and
mother.

Ma Gyi recalled vefy distinctly. When father said
that he was going. to take precepts for & long time, her
younger brother Ko Htwe had just passed the matricula-
tion examination and father was only in his early fifty.

"I've taken three month's leave. My assistasat will

come and give you my salary. Ma Gyi, my daugnter, you
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must take care of the house and your two younger broth-
ers. OK."

"Have no worry Ko Khin Maung. Take it easy and 3

go without any anxiety."
Mother gave him her permission willingly.

Only Ma Gyi, who loved her father, waited for

him every evening unthinkingly whether father was coming
home as the other persons' fathers returned home from
the of'fice.l And if some kinds of curry that father liked

was cooked, Ma Gyi felt like sending it to the place where -
father was staying. When father's disciples came and pre- |
sented some bottles of foreign-made alcohol that father

liked, Ma Gyi wanted to give him immeldia'rerI.

~What Ma Gyi missed especially was that her
father's voice, saying prayers and wishing good will to-
wards the well-beings at the bed-time.

It was really quiet when she looked upon the

mother's bed in the same room where they slept for years.
She seemed to hear her father's voice once more.

"We are now living in the same house like real
brother and sister. Our relationship is strictly platonic. | ¢
think | begin to know what the real happiness is in life. I'm "
trying to observe my life with moral principles. When my |
children are all graduated, | wish | could take monkhood."

Ma Gyi dared not think how mother would feel. As

for her, she was so sad that she thought she was losing her
father immediately. Tears welled up in her eyes.

"Father is a strange person.”

eclassic.com
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Ko Latt made his remark.

"Yes, of course; the fathers of my friends lead a
very easy life, having fun, gathering happlly, eating and
drinking liquor. Hm..... I've noticed that father is drinking
less these days. Isn't he, sister?” /

"He isn't drinking less. He has given up drinking long
long time ago.” _

*Ohl Then, that's great! We can have the...."

"No, no, Ko Lati. Don't get ruined; you, being a
collegeon.”

"Oh! I only drink -sometimes, sister.”

"What? Sometimes? No, no, you mustn't."

The younger brother was forbidden by Ma Gyi
stréngly. She felt so worried and tired that she did not
know whether she could manage her two brothers or not,
when father left home.

Mother loved Ko Latt more than the others. As Ko
Latt knew that, he did not have to wheedle mother twice.
Mother wos in the habit of fulflling whatever he asked.
Ko Latt dared not to ask his father who was very strict,
serene and quiet. So not only Ko Latt but also the young-
est Ko Htwe was afraid of: their father except the eldest -
dat ghter Ma Gyi.

| Father usually called his sons by their names, but
Ma Gyi was called “Big daughter”" or "My daughter".
Frankly speaking, Ma Gyi loved her father more than ier
mother indeed.
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Therefore, whenever mother chatted with her two
sons, she addressed their father as “Ko Khin Maung" but
when she talked with Ma Gyi, father was entitled "your
father." '

I S
. "Ah....,we got married because of the parents, Ko
Khin Maung." '

"Well, well, that's enough. You need not to tell me
again and again. 1t is understood.”

Ma Gyi knew that father was feeling sad becavuse
of his trembling voice. Why did her mother talk like that?

Ma Gyi was very sorry for her father and so she
wanted to blame her mother. And that was the time when
she Ha/d’ just been to the university.

/" "In my life, | won't let this kind of event happen.
My husband must be my sweetheart." \
Ma Gyi had made up her mind when love flicked

her heart at the age of seventeen. Ma Gyi could not tell |

whether it was because of her decision or of her bad luck
in love that she did not get marrled till she was in her late
thirties. Becouse of that fact she always stood as o com-
panion beside her mother. If she got married, she would
have to leave behind her parents just like her two broth-
ers who left home after their marriage.

Like that time of period when their father stayed.
in the meditation centre and when their mother was seri-
ously ill, it would be a great difficulty for them.

classic.com
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Ma Gyi had accidentally known the secret between
her parents and felt very sorry. Only Ma Gyi knew that
there had been a big problem between her parents while
her two younger brothers didn't.

At that time, Ma Gyi was not yet twenty years of
age. She woke up at one night when she heard some
voices from her father's room. She could not even catch
her mother's voice at once for it was shaky.

"I'm not-such a kind of flirt Ko Khin Maung; you
should be maganimous.”

"Hey....if I'm good-tempered more than enough, |
think | have to send you away to your old flame." '

"Oh! Don't insult my dignity that much, Ko Khin
Maung."

Voice of anger exploded with rage.

"Then, don't be in contact with your old guy."

Father's voice seemed to be more violent.

"You don't like whenever | talk about that guy. You
see, | am not that stupid as you think.”

Ma Gyi was shaken by her father's shout. Ko Htwe
woke up with fright ‘because of the voices and Ma Gyi
could not sleep well, too. /

Next morning when father had gone to his office,
Ma Gyi asked her mother about the quarrel. With tears
in her eyes, mother replied sorrowfully.

“Your father crushed me with jumble of words. He
accused me that your younger brother is the other man's..."

So saying mother cried heavily. But Ma Gyi was so
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inquisitive that she couldn't help to keep her mouth shut.

"“Mother, who is he? Is Ko Latt or Ko Htwe? Who is . |

the one that father does not think as his son?"

She got no reply. Mother wiped away the tears
and mournfully she told Ma Gyi not to ask her anymore.

Whenever Ma Gyi remembered that, she looked
at her two brothers very carefully. /

Was he Ko Latt? No, it couldn't be. Ko Latt re-
sembled father, the way he talked, the way he walked,
and having straight nose and heavy jaw. Ko Latt was father's
double.

Then,.was he Ko wae'7

At was more certain that Ko Htwe couldn't be the
onewho was accused of not his own son by father for he
looked like father more than Ko Latt. They had the same
disposition and quietness, both were fond of silence and
valued their privacy. When something-was preoccupied,
both of them could not forget easily-Ko Htwe was the

chip off the old block indeed.
_ Only when Ma Gyi grew up and became more
thoughtful, she considered that het thoughts seemed fo
be insulting her mother's dignity.

* Kk *

Now, Ma Gyi happened to be near the compound

of meditation centre.
Ma Gyi maintained composure as she hurried in

haste into the compound. In the compound, there were
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only people who seemed to be in complete peace.

In their yogi-dress, people were walking with con-
centration of mind. Oh! how peaceful it was to see them
moving solemnly, lifting their feet slowly with their eyes
casting down. Those people's peaceful serenity seemed
to control Ma Gyi.

Ma Gyi hesitated before entering the compound.
She thought for a while. She might be disi‘/urbing her fa-
ther who was in his peaceful meditation.

"Try to understand and forgive me. Your sons and
daughter become o somebody. The big daughter is with
you. The bank accounts are all in your name. I'm trying to
stay for three months. {f | can decide, I'd take monkhood.
Will you please forgive me?"

"I forgive you Ko Khin Maung, you are a dutiful
husband. | won't disturb you."

Ma Gyi could not manage her mind. She cried si-
lently in the room. She wanted to beg her father, hugging
his feet, she wished to stop him. But Ma Gyi could not
prohibit her father. She dared not to prevent her father
who was trying to escape from the bondage of mar-
riage. Ma Gyi did hot feel like making her father suffer
as he was not at all interested in social duties and obliga-
tions.

Father was so decisive that he went to the medita-
tion centre as soon as he got the permission from mother.

That act left her with a question. Did her father assume

that her mother did not love him dearly?
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nearly two months. As they were forbidden by their fa-_'g:-,u

ther, Ma Gyi had never gone to see him. Sometimes when

Ma Gyi missed him very very much, she went to the cen-
tre and peeped at him. . ‘
Ma Gyi was wavering as she stood on the path.
When she remembered her mother calling her fa-

ther incoherently while she had lapsed info unconscious- f_

ness, she made her. decision.
"Please may | see Imy father for a while? My I

mother is hospitalised, she is longing to see her husband.'.'._:,
AMdy | have a chance to see my father?" \.
. With te;drs in-her eyes and with trembling voice,

Mg éyi begged Sayadaw, the priest in charge of the:

centre. The Sayadaw seemed to be worried about fa- |

ther that there would be disturbance with some unimpor-
tant events and only when Ma Gyi requested repeatedl’, .I
Sayadaw granted with a faint voice of saying 'yes'. i
it had been quite a long long time waiting for her .
father. She was overwhelmed by excitement and sorrow
when she saw her father. Father looked thin although his'
complexion seemed to be fairer. Father's look was very
peaceful and serene. She was deeply moved by her
fahter's solemn expression and with tears she explained
what had happened in their family.
Father hesitated for a moment.
After waiting for some ftime Ma Gyi heard her:
father's deep sigh.

eclassic.com
Kyu Kyu Thin 990

"My daughter!"

Oh! Father was addressing her "My daughter” as
before. She was moved with violent emotion.

"Okay, wait here. I'm going to pack up my things."

| Oh! How happy Ma Gyi was! Her heavy mind evi-
dently got lighter.
' * % X ¥

Ma Gyi and her father got to the hospital.

With tears in their eyes, Ma Gyi and her two broth-
ers were highly pleased to see the scenery of their fa-
ther, saying prayers and keeping his hand on the fore-
head of their mother who was suffering from great ill-
ness.

Translated by Kyu Kyu Thin
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THE PARALLELS

“You are a writer now, do write about a woman
who forgets her past situation."

That was what Khin Phyu Phyu urged Nyein Thar
whenever they met. The woman she mentioned was no
other than May Myat Thu. .

"It would be a very interesting story if you write
about a woman who was very proud without having any
ability of her own."

That was what May Myat Thu often said. The woman
she referred to was Khin Phyu Phyu indeed.

*  * k%

Nyein Thar, Khin Phyu Phyu and May Myat Thu
were intimate friends since they were in kindergarten class.
They have no secrets, no hatred, no jealousy towards
each other. Their hearts ware really open books.

As she grown up, Nyein Thar, through experiences,
realised that people changed their mind-set in accorance
with time, couditions and surroundings. But she was totally
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\ sun;prised and touched by the changes of her two close |

friends.

no sisters, was so attached to both of them thm she never

wanted them to get annoyed. But Nyem Thar was quite |

different from them. She loved playing football and cy-
cling while her two dear friends played with dolls.

Nyein Thar seemed to be a Tom- boy in her mother's
eye. Her strict mother disliked those behaviours and be-
cause of that Nyein Thar was beaten or punished very
often. When mother punished her in the morning she fled
10 one of her friend's house after school. Her shelters .
were the houses of Khin Phyu Phyu ond May Myat Thu
wher; she could stay freely and happily.

Th/ey lived in a small room without many facilities. Her
father was a ccrpef{?er and her mother, a tailor who did
not earn much money by thelr works. Although they were
poor Nyein Thar was happier to be with them for they

were good-natured and kind- hearted. May Myat Thu
mother was a good cook and whatever she cooked was

dilicious and appetizing.

Their fother was a man of priniciple but never
scolded his children. |

“Parents love their children very much and they

wish their dear ones to become good and obedient ones. |
Your mother loves you very much because you are the

only girl. You know that, don't you child? Well, now you i

As for Nyein Thar who has only elder brothers and

- May Myat Thu was poor and had a big family.

classic.com
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should return to your home. OK! Moy Myat Thu and her
younger brother will accompany you to your house.”

He soothed Nyein Thar and sent back to home.

"Unluckily, | had no proper education. That's why {
have to earn my living In this way. But for my sons and
daughters | won't let it happen again. 'l work harder and
you children try your best to be educated.” | .

"A carpenter's child musn't be a carpenter and also
a tailor's child musn't be a tailor. | won't let such things to
oceur. Even if you were a carpenter or a tollor you must
be well-educated. You all understand children. OK!"

While sharpening the carpenter's tools, their fa-
ther gave them a full briefing. Nyein Thar was quite sur-
prised to notice that they all sticked to their briefs. That
wos why May Myat Thu and Nyein Thar scored the high-
est marks in turn. As for Khin Phyu Phyu, it was not her
interest and she ignored who got firstin the whole class.

Khin Phyuv Phyu was born from rich parents. Her
big house was beautifully situated on the maln road in the
heart of the city. A large compound with a beautiful gar-
den attracted Nyein Thar whenever she went there. The
two-storeyed building, constructed by engineers from her
father's construction group'wos. grand ond furnished with
luxurious facilities.

Khin Phyu Phyu had only one younger brother and
both of them are looked after by nannies because Iher
parents were busy-bees. They had an easy life which
Nyein Thar was very envious. '
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The classmates wondered how these three girls from
different environment and social status got so acquointed
and anached to one another: But the three girls got olong
happily together untii they were matriculated.

« = 2 % . _
Before joining the Yangon University Nyein Thar
~and May Myat Thu had to attend a grand marriage cer-

emony. The bride was Khin Phyu Phyu'and her bridegroom
was an active business man, rich and handsome too. He
was twelve years older than her but he looked younger.
Her parents arranged fhe; marriage with her consent and
khin Phyu Phyu seemed to be very pleased but her two-
left-behind friends were not happy at ol for they missed

their d/ecr friend very much. When the grand ceremony.

started, Myat's eyes were already welled with tears.

May Myat Thu left lonely again when Nyem Thar
got married as soon as she graduated.

"Let's try to get at least a diploma Nyein Thar. It
would be a blessing in disguise for our future. It will pro-
mote us to get good jobs. Will you?”

“Oh! yes. ) will. Let's do it."

That was what Nyein Thar said. But she failed to
attend any class and got married which made Myat very
angry. ‘ _
“Ohl Myat, you know the saying that true love never
runs smooth and life is not @ bed of roses. By the way, a
spinster like you can't understand all these things my
friends."

[
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With a wink of disapproval Myat murlmured.

"I've no interest in love Nyein, I've to look after my
younger brothers and sisters.”

She said so but when Khin Phyu Phyu gave birth to
a cute baby girl, she made a pink frock and presented to
Khin Phyu Phyu. And also she presented hand-made wool
socks and a hat for Nyein Thar's first son.

"Well Myat, it is time for you to get married since
all your sisters and brothers are somebody now. Don't
you think so?"

"Hmm, | don't think so. Cupid doesn't count on me
for I'm not pretty like you."

"Oh! Don't say like that. You're a good-natured
lady my dear. That's the main quality of a person. Here,
you know that gentleman Ko Maung, a friend of my hubby,
he has great interest in you. How is that."

"His interest is not me, the ugly one, but my official
rank, | dare say."

"No, no. His interest is totally on you, we are sure
of that."

"l can't believe it. Please stop all that rubbish. {'ve
really no interest.”

That was the last time Nyein Thar met her in her
office. After that Nyein Thar's family had to shift to upper
region, stayed there about ten years. And when she returned
to Yangon she incidentally noticed that Myat Spent her iife
as a dutiful senior officer without any hint of love aifair..

* & ® W
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* The first time when they gathered again was in the

16'h'birthday party of Phyu's eldest daughter. And at ]
that gathering, Nyein Thar surprisingly knew that her two |

friends had totally changed'.
On that day, Nyein Thar went to Phyu's house be-

fore the party had started. Myat came late when the

whole compound was crowded with visitors. By instinct, |

Nyein Thar came to know that Myat and Phyu were not in
good terms. After staying for a while Myat prepared to
leave.

"Are you leaving now? Why Myat? Hey, Phyu, look

u . - L]
who is leaving-

"Oh! 'No. Not so soon Myat, please stay longer.

Take #our time to be with us."
s

That was what Nyein Thar had expected to hear, |

but it wasn't like that.
“Ok, then. it is okay."

Oh! How odd her style was? Nyein Thar disliked

Phyu's behaviour.

"Ok, I'm leaving. How about you Nyein?"

"Well, my sons are still enjoying the games. Why )

||0

are you in such a hurry? Take it easy Myat, please
"Sorry Nyein, I've an appointment with a foreign

company. That's why I've to go. Excuse me Nyein."
Saying so Myat gave Phyu a sullen glare and Phyu

in turn gave a faint emotionless smile. How ridiculous? What - 1

had happened to their friendship? We were very intimate

eclassic.com
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old friends for years but now what came between us? A
lot of questions echoed in Nyein Thar's heart.
At that time, Phyu, pointing to the brooch which

~Myot had fastened to her blouse, said....

"This looks like a genvine one, isn't it? Nobody would
think this is fake. Last week when we went shopping to
Singapore, | saw one just like this. The price Is quite cheap
too. | even told my hubby if it was made with génuine -
diamonds it would be prettier and brighter. How much you
paid for it Myat?"

Myat seemed to be annoyed with the words. Why
did Phyu said such awkward words? She shouldn't say so.
It is terrible. Nyein Thar felt very uneasy and sad.

"It really is very beautiful. | thought pf buying one
set like this but hubby said although it is pretty it is not
genuine. The value is uncomparable between the genuine
and fake ones. He said so and rejected my idea.”

Phyu was making faces and said sarcastically with
attacked Myat's dignity. Nyein Thar got fed up with her
scornful words. '

"You're right Phyu. You know | don't like wearing
jewelleries at all. This one is a gift from one of my assis-
tants. She will be there waiting for me to sign a contract
between other companies. We all know that-modern edu-
cated ladies never wear such glittering jewelleries, aren's

we? Say, the gloden bowl need not a silver rim decs. Am

| right Phyu? OK pals bye!”
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With these words Myat went-out grocefuily.

“Hmm..... What a high flown talk!”

With her chin up in the air Phyu remarked bitterly.
She was unable to hide the scorn in her voice.

"Oh! Phyu...., we all are very very close friends, |

aren't we?"

“Oh! You know nothing in detail. She has become o |

somebody now and she always tried to steal the show.
She s no more a simple and good-natured girl. She has

totally changed.”

The remark made Nyein Thar very sad. [t shouldn't

be like that why? Why?

¥* ok X ¥

/ it
Nyein.

Myat began their mischievous relationship by the '.

above words when Nyein Thar inquired.

“That day, she came to my office and pleaded me
to get acquainted with my boss. Sincerely speaking, | was
overvhelmed by her request but the way she did de-

layed my decision. You just imagine how | would feel when

she placed a packet of ten thousand kyats on my desk.
She even said she could offer more if { help her soon. It
was on insult, you know. That was why | refused her pro-

posal. From that time on we are not in good terms Nyein." *
She had looked sulky all the time. Her stern face
and her angry tone made Nyein Thar unhappy. Why was

/"There's the background couse of her jealousy |

classic.com
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she changed? Was it because of the rank brought with it

status and high pay?

Myat continued saying how ill-mannered Phyu was!

"Phyu is a great one for idle gossip. She told my
assistants that | was very poor in my past and that she
had to support me everything and everytime through our
childhood. | know she is jealous of me because she has no
ability of her own. She just has to rely on her husband
when she realised that, she gets jealous of me. Poor thing,
she is @ woman who has only richness. She should be aware
of that. That is why | wish you to write about that kind of
woman Nyein."

"Oh! Myat, please forgive her."

"No, no. Since her attitude towards me had changed,
how can 1?" .

Nyein Thar sighed heavily. It was a tangle so diffi-
cult to handle.

* ok K%

Now, Nyein Thar, the well-known writer as they had
said has written a story. It is not about her two ciose
friends Khin Phyu Phyv and May Myat Thu but about two
idiots who overestimate their richness and high rank.

L . N

Translated by Kyu Kyuv Thix
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THE INCOMPARABLE

“If only they could be weighed in this balance, you
would easily see who is who."

Pom'rmg to the balance in the shop the short-tem-
pered Ma” Ma Gyi said sharply. Wai Wai, in her deep
1hougﬁ/v gave no reply which irritated her sister more.
Her anger was poured down on her children.

"Hey! you two naughty boys, why are you putting
onions and potatoes together? You two are really mis-
chievous. That is why I'm afraid of your school holidays.
Get outl Go play in the street.”

The six-year old twins fled away giggling before
they were beaten.

“I'm talking about all these things for the sake of
'yourself. You can take example of me for not thinking
widely enough for my marriage. Your brother-in-law thinks
he is dutiful by giving me his salary regularly but his in-
co'}ne can't afford our family with three children as you
see. | feel sad and ashamed whenever | come to ask

eclagsigeam | 6

money from our mother."

Ma Ma Gyi was still murmuring.

"Mum, the man | love is good-natured ond he has
good characters too. No alcohol, no gamblings.”

That was Ma Ma Gyi's words when she pleaded
their mother about her marriage. All those words had

flown away by the 1yphoon of hard life. Wai Wai nohced

that. .

But what Ma Ma Gyi said was acceptable without
any argument. If only their mother had not set up shop
ofter they lost their father, they would surely foce an
uneasy life.

"The right cholce should be made when the chance -
is given. Khin Maung Chit is kind-hearted, good-tempered

¥4 and also generous too. Didn't you remember the day when

the veterans of our ward came to our house collecting
donation .for the monks in the presence of him, he do-
nated ten thousand kyats without delay. How great he is!
The ybunges'r son of a rich family, earning a lot of money
as an engineer of o forelgn going ships who likes you
very much. Hmm, how interestingl"

Alas! the_genérous(gifts presented to them by Ko
Khin Maung Chit had made Ma Ma Gyi to give high score
for him, Wai Wai realised it

“I wish to see my pretty sister in a luxurious car Mi
Wai. Why hesitate? Really, | would like to weigh both of
them in a balance to show who is who."

The repeated words were heard again.
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"Yes Ma Ma Gyi, if they were onions or potatoes
| would have already weighed them in a balance.”

“Yes, it should be. ButKhin Maung Chit is neither an
onion nor a potato, he is redly a jack-pot, a genuine jack-
pot, you know?"

“Ohl! Please tone down Ma Ma Gyi, if only our
mother heard...."

"No problem at all Wai Wai. I'm sure she would -

give her consent too. | daresay if you marry Khin Maung

Chit, our mother will have aneasy life. But if it was that Ko .

Qo...."
"Oh! No. Not Ko Qo agoin.\Ko Oo also is not an
onion or a potato.”
/)Nci Wai gulped down the words for she could not
refer to Ko Oo as a jackpet. She had known that a
seaman could not save much money because Ko Oo had
to took after his younger siter and brother too. But Ko
Oo and Wai Wai were of sime status, and they have the
same way of thinking. Even their hobbies were alike. They
understand each other in dmost every way. But for Ko
Khin Maung Chit it was not like that.
The ways they proposed were totally different
toco. .
"Wai, I'ce told my mun that | would bring the most
beautiful girl to our house.”
That was what Ko Khin Maung Chit said.
On the other hand, Ko Oo revealed his heart very
simply.

Kyu Kyu Thin . abp

"Please tell your mother that she'll be having a big
son to rely upon very soon. Will you Mi Wai?"

‘Actually, Wai Wai was feeling sad to see her old
mother selling things at the age of near seventy. The three
daughters felt unhappy whenever they thought that they
could not afford their mother sufficient enough.

When their father passed away, Wai Wai was in
her eighth grade, Ma Ma Gyi in tenth Qrade and the
youngest Pu Tu Ma in seventh grade.

"Don't be down-hearted my children, mother will
take care .of you."

Their mother encouraged them and she set up «
shop which made their living easy.

L

Unluckily, Ma Ma Gyi failed her tenth grade thrice.
She gave up studying and helped her mother with the
business. Although she failed to pass the tenth grade thrice,
she passed her romantic task with credit within a year.
She had now three sons already.

Their mother forgave her kindly. She even thanked
Ma Ma Gyi for living separately because of the two
adolescent sisters.

"She is lucky to have a good husband. | don't have

‘to worry about her now."

Mother said so, but when the wife of that good
man often came to ask money from her, she was annoved
with herself for giving in so easily.

In that same year, Wai Wai and Pu Tu My matricu-
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lated in their first attempt. The hidden problem started
from that success. '

"You two must join the university. You must be edu-
cated persons my darlings.”

Their mother intensified her decision after the event.

It was truly a real burden for mother. Wai Wai
realised that and she tried to tackle the problem with
sympathy and understanding.

"Mum, let Pu Tu Ma join the University for she is
brighter than me. As for me I'll try to get a degree through
distance education system. It is okay mum."

And thus, Pu Tu Ma joined the university and gradu-
ated. She got a job as a sales-woman in a company.

. At was a surprise when Pu Tu Ma declared their
Iove/affuir. Her sweetheart was her boss who was the

main share holder of the company.

Wai Wai was afraid to imagine how their mother

would feel and she herself couldn't keep her mouth shut.
"Why so soon Pu Tu Ma, you've been in that com-

pany for about one year only. How can you....?"

"Don't say anything Wai Wai. She is a matured
woman now. Well, Pu Tu Ma | won't let you down. The
decision in up to you, I've no objection at all.”

Soft-hearted mother willingly accepted her pro-
posal. But to her surprise, Pu Ty Ma made another request
which made Wai Wai very uneasy.

“Mum, will you please give me your diamond ear-
rings for | don't want his parents under-estimate our situa-

seclassic.com
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tion?"

Within minutes their mother's diamond earrings shone
brilliantly on Pu Tu Ma's ears. Wai Wai looked up with o
slight frown of disapproval but their mother said....

"It is okay my dear. No problem at all."

Pu Tu Ma was lucky for her sweetheart held a
grand wedding ceremony and on that very day Wai Wai
was infroduced to Ko Khin Maung Chit, the best man.

Both mother and Wai Wai had the satisfaction of
seeing the grandeur of the ceremony. But about a year
later their happiness was incidentally scratched off by Py
Tu Ma's remarks.

"Oh, Ma Ma Wai. Now {'ve come to realise that
happiness does not depend upon richness. I've got fed up

3 with their surroundings. They are always involving in the

.chase for money. Oh! It is very tiredsome. | can't get

along with them Ma Ma Wai."
On hearing these words Wai Wai came to know
that her little sister had not a peaceful life. Then what

indicated a perfect life? Happiness or richness? Content-

ment or greed? She couldn't. differentiate easily.

"Never choose a rich person as your life partner
Ma Ma Wai. The difference in status will absolutely de-
press you and that will make you become a outcast in such
a famity."

Although Pu Tu Ma's advice is totally different {rom
Ma Ma Gyi's, Wai Wai noticed that the role of "lave" was
lost in their concepts. In accordance with Pu Tu Aia's advice
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should she reject Ko Khin Maung Chit and choose Ko Oo?
She thought of Ko Oo again. Ko Oo in his navy
uniform always looked decent and reliable. Since they
lived in the same street for years they knew each other
well. '
Every morning, when Ko Oo went 1o his dockyard

he passed infront of their small shop with warm and inti- )

mate greetings.

"Good morning aunty. How are you today? Please

tell Ma Wai that my mother would make salad for you. Is

she still in the kitchen?"
"Hello Ma Wai, here is a good article in this jour-
nal. I'ye brought it for you."

7 "Did you finich your revision Ma Wai? You better i

try your best since this in your final examination. OK("

"We've appointed a meeting tonight for the char-

ity show. Do come please Ma Wai."

All the words echoed in her heart. Nobody sus-
pected Ko Qo that he had proposed her except his

younger sister and brother. The younger sister Mi Swe

often teased her as "my sister-in-law" and the younger |
brother addressed her as "our elder sister” when they |

were speaking amongst themselves.
Still Wai Wai was wavering.

* 0 ¥k %

Accidentally, Wai Wai and Ko Khin Maung Chit met .

on the Chaung Thar beach.

eclgsRicRam

The leaders of the group, Ko Oo and Wai Wai
arranged the trip. The fare was so cheap that her mother
accompained by Ma Ma Gyl and her three children were
émong the group of youngsters, '

As soon as they got there, Ko Oo had to look
after the whole group of youngsters who amusingly ran
towards the sea. Ko Oo, watching the waves rolling onto
the beach shouted out to take care of themselves.

"Put on the life-jacket first boys."

"Hey! those girls who cannot swim stay only. in the
shallow water." ‘ '

"Don't be so daring, be careful boys!"

Wai Wai was going to walk down to the beach to

i help Ko Oo. At that moment she noticed a brandnew car

passed by and stationed infront of a grand hotel. She just
cought a glimpse of Ko Khin Maung Chit before he went
into the hotel ‘with two smart persons in thelr late middle
age. A young girl and the driver were seen-carrying the
luggages out of the car.

On that very evening Ko Khin Maung Chit and Wai
Wai met on the beach when Wai Wai was about to go
surfing. ' .

"Oh! It is Wai Wai i;ildeed. How nice to see you?"

Wai Wai was shy in her swimming costume and at
the same time she tried to manage her eyes 16 keep
away from the man in a swimming trunk.

"When did you arrive Wai?"

"Only this morning."
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“Where do you stay?”

"See there, over the coconut plantation, there are
many small houses, we stay there for we can't afford
much.” '

Saying so she felt a sense of depression. Why?

Why did this kind of sensation occur? Suddenly she re-
member what her young sister said. ' '

“If the level of status is different, you'll surely be
depressed by that..." C

Wai Woai collected her thoughts and started to
leave. But he stopped her and continued his talk.

"I'm really happy to see you unexpectedly. It's
rather a geod chance to introduce you to my parents. I'll
pick you up to dine with them to-night. OK Wail Wait for
me.” . .

With these definite words he concluded his talk
and headed to the sea.

Just then Wai Wai heard the screams for help.
She learned that the youngsters were screaming with fright
for a boy wos nearly drowned. Ko Khin Maung Chit was
looking at the scene without any movement.

Wai Wai noticed that and she ran towards the
place observing a man swimming in the rolling. waves with
all his might. Soon he got to the boy and succeeded in
saving him. '

“Hey! Hooray, hooray.”

“Bravo, Bravo."

The beach overflowed with applause.

4

Kyu Kyu Thin abg

"Wowl Is he Ko Oo? Yes, he is Ko Qo."

Wai Wai was so pleased that she |mmedate|y got
near Ko Oo with a great smile.

"Thank you big brother, thank you very much.”

The boy uttered his words of thanks.

"Please don't mention, it's my pleasure boy."

His tiredness faded away with Wai Wai's big smile.

"Thank God Ko Oo, it was very risky and....."

Wai Wai was interrupted by Ko Khin Maung Chit
who gave an unpleasant look towards Ko Oo. -

"Don't. forget our appointment Wai. I'll come and
pick you up at 7 p.m sharp.”

How daring he was? Wai Wai got angry with his
words. Without hesitation, she replied sharply.

"l haven't time to spare Ko Khin Maung Chit, we've
already arranged a beach party this night. Thank you for
inviting'me.“

That was her decision, If only Ma Ma Gyi knew her
decision she would surely reject it.

But Wai Wai was ready to give the one and only
reason. ‘ '

"It is needless to weigh them in a balance Ma Ma
Gyi. | now realise that the genuine value of a man is
depend not on his richness or high status. His real value is
his clear inner-most feelings and good deeds."

L N I

Translated by Kuv Kyu Thin
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