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Some twenty-five years ago a few of us were watching with keen interest the
birth of a new Burma, a Burma aspiring after centuries of seclusion to take a place
among the nations of the modern world. The elaborate and ornamental style then re-
garded as a mark of good Burmese was better suited to a mediaeval Court than to a
modern people, and one obvious need for new Burma was a style of writing more con-
venient for diffusion among Burmans, a knowledge of the modern world of Business
and Science.

21 November, 1949. J.S.Furnivall
(From Mr.J.S.Furnivall's Introduction to Thakhin Ba Thoung's A Thousand

and One Nights)
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liberties with the Sanskirt original. But in the end I have acquiesced in my first and still
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students, but would not have given a true idea of the beauty to India's most cherished
drama to general readers, whose minds are cast in a European mould, and who rcquire
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I knew that I had no lyrical quality. 1 had a small vocabulary...I had little gift

of metaphor; the original and striking simile seldom occurred to me. Poetic flights and
the great imaginative sweep were beyond my powers. I could admire their far-fetched
tropes and the usual but suggestive language in which they clothed their thoughts, but
my own invention never presented me with such embellishments; and I was tired of
trying to do what did not come easily to me.

-W.Somereset Maungham in

The Summing Up
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Dr.Hugh Simpson points out that the samples of the astronaut's urine would
have provided priceless evidence about the biological rythm of the body. But the mate-
rial was dumped into space.

Daily rythms occour not only in the cycle of sleep and waking but also on the
molecular levels in the amounts of various chemicals produced throughout the day.
Little is known about the clock that sets the rythms, and some scientists have supposed
that influences as subtle as the earth's magnetic field may be involved. It is hard to
exclude such influences in the laboratory, which is why Apollo 8...would have pro-
vided unique opportunity to study the origin of biological clocks.

-Nature, Jan 11, 1969.
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* bootleg: smuggled, illegal whisky

blue collar worker: manual worker

crash program: a speed-up program, a program designed to overcome an emergency in a hurry.
on the cuff: free of charge

egg head: an intellectual who does not participate in popular fads and diversions

grass roots: the rural sections of the country

hot dog: a kind of sausage ususally served in a bun, having the same elongated shape
hard-liners: those who are orthodox or those who stick strictly to a belief

hitch-hike: to travel on foot and by asking rides from passing vehicles

hard sell: the use of aggressive methods of salesmanship

play hookey: to stay away from school for a one day vacation

jaywalker: any person who walks in or crosses the street in violation of traffic rules
leathernecks: a common term for marines

one-upmanship: seeing who can outdo the other

pocket book: wallet

public-address system: a complete assembly of sound reproducing apparatus for the proper amplification and
recording of programs for performance in public places

screw ball: an eccentric person

snafu: a chaotic situation, (Situation Normal, All Fouled Up)

scuba diving: a popular acquatic sport, (Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus)
shot in the arm: (to give) an immediate effect

speakeasy: unlicensed saloon, bar or restaurant selling illegal or smuggled whisky

stuffed shirt: a pretentious person

zip code: zone improvement plan code
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