2

i
o e ~ :

..If-l ‘LETWFHJ.%&FHQEE

L
“y



User
New Stamp


www.burmeseclassic.com

%

SO
cyﬂﬁgaﬁ;ﬁj

[4600w§ croruBee
sen&oloy

CLABSIC

TO LIVE

a n d

Other True Stories

aqmagﬁo%o%
2905 ogal p b qpaR§fE
[of: - 98]


User
New Stamp


www.burmeseclassic.com

P0o2gEa¢ cprc3adsd
senréodod
e

2938l - 50/ yoo (6)
qodo3¢E) '.GJ?/ Jooy (2)
yBgogd:
Hoh:
&
®R3eoy
B10fieag (09g0p) vdwgSemSenco
20901 pogpPeodn
op §50pod adeonEfen
@&
5o
cal o (o op) sfredens

og8i 2g c:&. qherds

o

Joop “51 wohcor voowms md sooo
&

0$f: - qoo b
L

Bédey
agmagﬁo%n’i
m905 opel 9p & gl
aodt - 198



User
New Stamp


www.burmeseclassic.com

®

WO

emu@:éog&o CEPICHPE

. Three Minutes to Live . ;|

mmﬁﬁégé Gq.oogai):sqiﬁ

. Leopard Attack . 49

g8y moodoy

@lﬂpm(ﬁfrﬁ ?oé:mdcﬁ

. Tropped In a Frozen Tomb .........cccccererne. 93

$939 mﬁé:mo&ﬁ: 30535%5:

. No Time for Fear R B |

éoﬁmiﬂiué oqcx?l._rog

. Alone ina RollingSea  ................... 143

cﬁ&o’_@:@ozp sudedl



User
New Stamp


www.burmeseclassic.com

o e ont{gedadzopd escdaobigpien §iald(s)
3¢ qn%(@)ug@é:? [gdqded eocdcuéimd), [youlaopdn
wE:3 B BEomesqlscd omaofgfeged:al eouo’
ofaoodep: 6,cw0dmaé 238G [g8en adoam Wiy
co3(g Bmodeso:s(Gie [ghoopd oopS:ont(goon:(ge: [géol
20081 200Beeepad wodecypPm Vo3 e20ud: 503¢i00
Hongs: ogodefgoadarndadep:ad sudgooniopd o5
Bo5qéd [gdqdep: [géclopdi

BoSonasSogyionn’ sodiaqubaopd [§8qSed eood
codrepiod qefgoadesnd wgbesdipapé wql: oasq:
sompal moexdal [GE8eoqd g:coéialglgdopd ol
oopdesonadyad nueoTopenqd BS2008 emaradigpial



www.burmeseclassic.com

Senol:gden cqrajdaqicden sn::%.%a@nauﬁ 02605
o8 0dmeul con:§ears comgn B0l & [Fapd
séqpdfe mucdcomamypiot [géolaopd

wasschopé BHA8imamemmiad ©260a]3 Scdul
olwoign soocoacdndennanecy oF:nndepiypiaon 2opbi
B epop€ wes, ercusamaed Mg qeaRdep:
ep:lzegol e i og§eondad cudodm gaepbeoyd mman(ad
onepsoap[Frapiod cpdiapod8opbi cdsoep(drepial
am[gcoadepy§ep:al [Q§opd mé:o8ulaopd
6055 B3 ondionegdgs off:emiegn Béemnafgeon
34 Bgdesn ooy qpoooso [g§copdepdimaiancond
saot:cpc3m omogua(maelepd

amonfgdaBazoopd wefionmansé 88ai 8adomam
adSjr0cd:03 ogbion€as cBxdopds :3end eomda’
331903682 303 geqed: 0eomevladaoniqepdi Fco:
2(gé qre0ecdent wedeedepl Bogilrmmadyac
0200520 padaprdaptinpt: [§Eeconndapd eolumayp:ad
agrajobenodeotun g el apdaruop 8o ayjepalopds
go:eopdaonrqepdn wy a3a3ean [gdqdesencioodda?
omanfgsBepg eqcooa BgodmEYIAad ervodoel
2602:08802€ coéim§ solaoneand [Broa:lg§Baaopd
[@dep 23:{3o: wodeodeoninnpd moaxm[g§adsting
ofeajn 8808 ad20rdapgpdicodifyd 2g0eud8Edl a8



’ .
www.burmeseclassic.com

pow - jeRdol eacdaudindodcde eodolss:
ndsdig wmoew PooRE BE§ egim vgnis:
Bicumnley0pdo? slgdigdam aigduamn: "Whyis
the dog barking?" vy ce:2p503 [g§en [g§o0pdms]
“ag:005: sumavasionings "0y (3§ Bgé:m eucday
& 30§B 8808:02:8E w50 ogi8e0d vasoulaopd

$igpdamifgd méfgadaopden aman(gdercon}
8obulodonforopd dirs003208 cocud encucl ogogdep:
acpan&iqfad musodolgodl spep: Bwodialgad: sody
£Eqs qpdgudq) algdeSes eocdeodigpial oalmad
3odfgé: [gol20p5n gjeambom ewodcdel qéodd
qomddd) 0083l of ea0dsu:dé vy Bagé
m$e075 30:0003qg|:4501 G @r00d0}, 25:9c80d
q2058 308:00§coe0m WS FepiRnd BOSCimoNmds
328 Bmajpdeocdannd agicortel coomgoudo? so:0pd
20607e0l 5 e8§enSun §ravoign ¢5(e3pb84120p5u



www.burmeseclassic.com

On the Edge of Death

By Marguerite Reiss and Larry Mueller

Just Before 11 p.m. on January 29, 1997, Jim
Munson, 40, owner of Alaska's SouthCentral Air, and
co-pilot Steve Walters, 34, heard one of the two en-
gines on their twin-engine de Havilland Caribou start
to scream. "Better shut it down," Munson told Walters.
The men were en route from St. Marys to Kenai,
Alaska, to deliver a 2500 - kilogram air compressor.
Now, with one engine out and the other, starting to
backfire, they told Anchorage Air Route Traffic Con-
trol Centre they would try to put down at Sparrevohn,
the nearest airport, 340 kilcmetres northwest of An-
chorage.

Built on a mountain slope, the dangerous, one-way
airstrip was meant for day-time use only and termi-
nated against a ridge. Munson and Walters had oriy a
pair of flashing strobe lights at the runway entrance to
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guide them in. "Fifty-eight hundred and descending,"
Munson radioed the Anchorage controller. "Runway
lights in view.”

Then at 5000 feet, 50 - knot winds slammed into
the plane. Suddenly Munson and Walters were out of
control and almost upside down, looking at Sparrevohn's
lights through the cockpit’s ceiling window. When the
Caribou was finally righted, the runway lights had
disappeared.

The last thing Munson remembers is trying to
climb before the Caribou smashed intc a mountain,

When the call came in that a plane was down
near Sparrevohn, the Rescue Co-ordination Centre at
Camp Denali, Fort Richardson Army Base, in Anchor-
age, scrambled to assemble crews and pararescuemen
(PJs). It was almost midnight.

Soon an HH-60 helicopter took off ahead of an
HC-130 Hercules aircraft, but icing and poor visibility
drove the chopper back 15 minutes into the flight. The
rescue depended entirely on the Hercules crew and the
three PJs aboard - team leader, Senior Master Sergeant
Mike Drummond, 37, Technical Sergeant John Paff,
30, and Staff Sergeant John Loomis, 31.

By 1.30 am. the Hercules had homed in on the
co-ordinates provided by the Rescue Co-ordination
Centre and was circling at 4000 feet. But even with
night vision.goggles, no wieckage could be sees, so
loadmaster Kirk Whitehurst dropped a flare. The mo-
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ment it ignited, co-pilot Captain Pete® Katinszky spot-
ted the plane. Drummond looked down. The battered
tail section hung partially over the edge of a small
"bench.”

It had been almost two hours since the crash.
Any survivors, thought Drummond, would surely be
suffering from hypothermia. And for the rescuers to
jump in the 50 - knot winds that had claimed the
Caribou was out of the question.

Munson opened his eyes to the watch still run-
ning on his wrist. It was 12.43 a.m. A freezing wind
blew into the smashed cockpit.

He reached over to rouse Walters and froze. The
co-pilot had blood in his ears and nose. Checking
Walters's pulse, Munson felt nothing; his fingers were
too cold. He blew on his hands and tried again, then
again. Finally he had to admit that Walters was dead.

Finding what was left of his headset, Munson
tried to radio a distress signal. But the set was too
damaged to work. ! have to get out of this wind, Munson
thought and started to move towards the cargo area.
But something was wrong with his left leg and shoul-
der, as well as his right ankle and ribs. Gritting his
teeth against the pain, he crawled back and pulled
coats and engine covers over himself. He knew it
might be a long wait; the powerful gusts that had
snatched his plane out of the air could keep res:uers
at bay for hours.
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A sense of guilt soon added mental torment to
Munson's physical injuries. Why Walters? He had so
many reasons not to die. With more than 1800 hours
of flying experience, Walters had joined SouthCentral
Air as a pilot/mechanic to learn small-plane aviation
under extreme conditions. He and his wife had been
planning a life as flying, overseas missionaries. That
thought suddenly brought Munson another: by now, he
realised, his own wife would be waiting anxiously for
some news of him.

About 2 a.m. Munson saw the sky light up. An
aircraft had dropped a flare! He dug under his coat
where he had shoved a torch and waved the beam
through the holes in his plane. The aircraft swung
back, and the sky was suddenly bright as day. /s a
rescue! he thought incredulously, wildly swinging the
torch.

Above, in the HC-130, John Paff shouted, "I see
a light!" Soon everyone saw it, and Drummond grew
determined - somehow they would find a way to jump.

The flares blew kilometres before hitting the
ground, so jumping directly to the Caribou was out.
Captain Katinszky remembered there was a wind me-
ter on the ridge. He radioed Sparrevohn for a report.
The meter was showing gusts exceeding 50 knots, Hit
at the airstrip, winds at 2000 feet were almost half
that, and at ground level only ten knots. The Hercules
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couldn't land on the steep runway@ but they could
make a pass at 2000 feet and drop the jumpers.

Drummond picked as a jump target the head-
lights of an SUSV- a military vehicle- parked at the
end of the runway. A weighted spotter chute with
strobe lights was dropped to estimate fall and drift
rates. Even with the 43 - kilometre - an - hour forward
speed from their chutes' rectangular canopies, the wind
blew the jumpers backwards until they had dropped to
50 feet, but their calculations were right on. Loomis
managed to land just in front of the headlights, the
other two off to the sides.

On a second pass, the Hercules dropped enough
medical equipment and survival gear to last three days.

Phil Yezierski, the SUSV operator, drove the Pls
to a spot about 300 metres above the crash. Loomis

.and Paff slid down the steep incline as fast as they

could with emergency medical supplies. Drummond
worked his way down more slowly with the rest of
the equipment. Overhead, the Hercules dmp]uped 1.6-
million-candlepower flares that lasted about 35 minutes
each.

First to approach the Caribou, Loomis could
scarcely believe his eyes. The plane had hit the only
flat spot on the mountainside, a terracelike bench 30
metres wide. The battered tail section hung over the
edge, attached by a piece of fuselage floor. The nose
was smashed, the wings twisted off, the fuseiage split
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in three. Winds shook the plane, threatening to kite
everything down the mountain at any moment.

Loomis banged on the fuselage, yelling, "Any-
body home?" He squeezed through the split in the tail
section, illuminating the wreck with an eight-cell torch.
Munson was shivering uncontrollably. At this stage of
hypothermia, Loomis knew, the victim was running out
of time.

Loomis quickly moved to Walters. "The copilot
is deceased," he said as Paff entered the plane. "Verify
that, then help me here. Find out how long before
Mike gets down here with the litter.”

"Jim," Loomis said as he examined Munson.
"We'll have to splint your broken leg from ankle to
knee,” Munson clamped his mouth shut and braced for
the worst.

Drummond soon arrived with the backboard and
litter- a shallow plastic tub with handholds. Carefully,
they lifted Munson's 83 kilos. onto the backboard,
strapped him down and covered him up again.

But now they had to get him out. The tail split
was too narrow, and sharp with jagged metal. "The
window on the port side is already broken out,"
Drummond said. "If we cut the metal down from
either side, then fold that flap over, we'll have room."

Loomis, anticipating neck and back problems,
placed a collar on Munson's neck while the others
searched for something to cut metal. "There's a tsolbox

_qm



-

www.burmeseclassic.com

m&ua&nsqwﬁsﬂy q
by that window,” Munson told then@ Inside were tin
snips.

"T'll need an axe to start the cuts," Paff said.
Amazingly, Munson had one. Paff’s first swing sent a
shower of sparks from wires along the wall. Fuel was
spilled all overthe wreck. Now they faced the danger
of fire, assuming the plane didn't blow off the bench
first.

Carefully, Drummond began cutting to avoid
causing more sparks. Finally the opening was large
enough. With only his nose exposed, Munson was
carried out of the aircraft and lashed to the litter.
Then the Pls zipped a sleeping bag around him, along
with chemical warming pads.

Twenty metres from the plane, the incline steep-
ened from 20 degrees to 35. Paff pulled at the front,
Loomis and Drummond at the sides. It was backbreak-
ing work, but as they paused for a breather after 20
minutes, they felt good about their progress.

Just then, the Hercules came back with another
flare. Three heads tumed to check the distance they
had covered, and three stomachs sickened. They had
gone nowhere!

"It doesn't matter," Drummond said firmly.
“Whatever it takes, we have to get him up there. Let's
go."

Loomis cursed himself. He had decided zgainst
taking spiked crampons and wore snowshoes fitted on
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a more comfortable pair of boots. Paff, too, had left
his crampons behind and wore hard-toed climbing
boots. The snow that appeared deep and benign from
the air was really ice covered by a thin coat of crusted
snow on a scree slope. The tiny metal teeth under the
snowshoes gripped a bit, but not like crampons.

“Why don't we change position so that I'm
behind you guys?” Paff suggested. "I'll kick my toes
into the crust and keep the litter from sliding when
you reposition for the next pull."

It worked. Munson began moving uphill- cen-
timetres at a time. Fighting gravity, fierce winds and
the ice and slick crust, Drummond and Loomis fell
repeatedly. But gradually they learned that if they fell
up the mountain, with Paff pushing from behind, they
could advance metres rather than centimetres.

Forty minutes into the climb, Drummond's radio
blared that the Hercules was out of flares and could
offer no further help. The crew would return to base.
Without flare light, under a heavily overcast sky, and
with strong winds spitting loose snow into their faces,
the men could see almost nothing. "Well," said
Drummond, "at least we still know which way is up.
Pull!”

Drummond and Loomis switched from falling
forward to facing the litter from -above, pulling and
falling backwards. When muscles on one side threat-
ened to quit, they changed sidcs. Stopping and swap-
ping ate up minutes that added to the hours.
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Despite temperatures of mjnus 6 C, with a

wind chill of minus 30, caps came off to dissipate the

body heat generated from their intense physical effort.

They ate handfuls of snow to further cool themselves.

Halfway up, the overcast cleared. But now came

a rougher part of the 40-plus degree scree slope. Sharp

talus rocks sticking out of the snow had to be ma-

nocuvred around. And when that was impossible, they
simply struggled over the rocks.

At 5.30a.m., they were still 100 metres from the
top. Drained, they stood wondering how to overcome
the challenge of this last stretch of rocky, icy terrain.

"Can 1 help down there?" called Yezierski.

Suddenly Drummond remembered something.
"Isn't there rope in your vehicle?"

YeR.”

"Tie it to the bumper and throw the end down.”

Drummond tied the rope to the litter, with a
five-metre iag line for the men to hang on to. At a
signal, Yezierski slowly backed ihe SUSV away from
the rim, towing Munson and the others to the top.
where they were picked vp by a US Army National
Guard helicopter.

They'd done it!

Munson was flown to Anchorage, where ar
ambulance teok him to Alaska Regional Hospital.
Doctors there discovered that he had a severely frac-
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tured leg, a broken nose, a bruised eye socket and an
injured right hand. He underwent two operations dur-
ing his six-day stay in the hospital.

Intime Jim Munson's injuries healed. What didn't
heal was his misery over Steve Walters's death. Munson
closed down SouthCentral Air in July 1999.

RD . December 2000
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Three Minutes to Live
By Tim Bouquet

The cavernous bar of the Swan on Stratford
Broadway in east London was packed with office
workers when 22 -year - old Stephen Niland arrived. It
was six o'clock on Friday, April 16, 1999, and Niland,
a painter and decorator, was planning to have a quick
beer with two friends before going to the cinema with
his girlfnend Anna.

It was the first time Niland had been to the
four-storey Victorian pub since it had been revamped,
and he noted the freshly stippled walls, new stained-
glass light fittings and the ruched curtains. "Looks like
z nice place,” he said to his friends as they joined the
crush at the bar.

Suddenly a man in front of him, wearing blue
=ans and a fleece, tumed round and lurched inio
Niland,
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"Shorry,” slurred the man.

"S'OK, mate," Niland smiled good -naturedly.
For about an hour - and - a - half Niland and his friends
sat by one of the big windows, joking and catching
up. Niland had his back to the bar. Suddenly one of
his friends looked alarmed. "Watch out!"

“Niland turned round. The man who had bumped
into him was now staggering towards Niland scream-
ing abuse. Two fellow drinkers tried to wrench him
back. When Niland saw the man was brandishing a
bottle, he stood up. The chatter in the bar ebbed fast.

“Hey, let's get a taxi," one of his friends sug-
gested.

Too late. As Niland curved his arm to protect
his head from the bottle, he felt a massive blow to his
chest.

Suddenly he was reeling, sinking to the var-
nished floorboards. He felt as though he was passing
out. He was vaguely aware of a fracas somewhere
above him. A big man, 182 centimetres tall, he started
crawling towards the bar before collapsing uncon-
scious.

Niland had no idea that he'd been stabbed in the
heart with a flick knife.

Relaxing over coffee in their rooftop crew-cabin
on the seventh floor of the Royal London Hosiial in
east London, Heather Clark and Alastair Mulcahy
reflected on an adrenaline - filled 12 - hour shift as

oy
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duty doctors on London's Helicopter Emergency Medi-
cal Service (HEMS).

Their calls that day had included putting down
in Oxford Circus, in the middle of Europe's busiest
shopping street, to whisk to hospital a woman who
had suffered severe head injuries in a car smash. They
had also flown to the aid of an eight-year-old boy
whose ‘leg had been crushed by a truck,

Clark, a pretty 34 - year - old, was an accident
and emergency registrar, She was the newest doctor
on board and was halfway through her month's train-
ing for a six-month stint on HEMS. Her trainer
Mulcahy, 33, an anaesthetist and senior doctor on the
team, would scon be retumning to the wards before
becoming a specialist.

It was 7.50 p.m., an hour after they had been due
1o gooff duty, and Mulcahy was looking forward to
having dinner at home with his wife. Clark, one of
Britain's top amateur salsa and jive dancers, was plan-
ning a quiet evening off from her hectic rehearsal
schedule. Then the phone rang.

As Mulcahy went to take the call, he tumed to
Clark: "If this is a job, it's going to be a big one!"
Nobody would ring that late if it wasn't.

"Thank God you're still there!"” It was Central
Ambulance Control, which channels all the capital's
smergency calls. “We have a stabbing in Stratford, 1w
z pub. Can you get there?"

w
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"We're on our way now."

The Swan was about 12 kilometres to the east,
but by now the distinctive red and white helicopter
had gone back to its hangar for the night. They would
have to take the HEMS rapid - response Audi instead.

Zipping themselves back into their vivid orange
fireproof suits, they grabbed their five-kilo case of
resuscitation equipment, instruments and drugs, and
dashed to the hospital's ambulance park, Clark's
shoulderlength blonde hair flying behind her.

Within seconds, the car was shooting out into
the traffic on Whitechapel Road, sirens wailing, emer-
gency lights flashing. It was five minutes to eight,

Clark and Mulcahy shouldered their way through
two sets of swing - doors into The Swan. It was now
six minutes past eight, 2|1 minutes after someone in
the pub had called the emergency number.

As the doctors adjusted their eyes to the dim
light, they saw that there were still people leaning on
the long bar. In front of the flickering poker machine,
two ambulance men had cut the shirt off a bulky
young man lying flat on his back and inserted a drip
into a vein in his arm. Stephen Niland was barely
conscious.

- As soon as Mulcahy and Clark knelt next to him
they noticed the knife slit, about one-and-a-half
centimetres wide, near his left nipple. It was 7ight
over his heart, but there was no blood.
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"He looks really sick,” Clark muttered 10
Mulcahy as she placed her fingers on the man's neck.
She felt a pulse, but it was very weak. He was hardly
breathing, and his skin was white and running a cold
sweat. Mulcahy checked Niland's eyes. The pupils
were huge and staring, but unseeing. There was no
time to lose.

First, they had to get him breathing #Bperly to
stand any chance of transferring him to hospital.
Mulcahy introduced drugs, including light general an-
aesthetic via the drip. Then he inserted a tube into
Niland's wind-pipe and connected it toa self-inflating
bag, which was put over his mouth and attached to an
oxygen cylinder to ventilate him.

Now they had to find out whether the knife had
punctured a lung causing a tension pneumothorax - where
the lung collapses and squashes the heart so much it
stops working. Clark would have to make small inci-
sions in the chest wall.

She pulled a scalpei fromy her knee pouch and
made a quick downward dissection under Niland's left
armpit, then did the same under the right. Placing the
scalpel on the floor, she grabbed the forceps to open
up the muscle. Finally, she pushed her finger through
the chest wall to make the final openings. Each hole
had taken about 20 seconds.

She could feel that both lungs were inflated. So
far so good. Again she felt the man's neck.

"No pulse!” She double - checked.

HesU
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Niland was now clinically dead.

The knife must have penetrated his heart, flood-
ing blood into the pericardium, the sac containing it,
and creating such pressure it could no longer pump.

Clark and Mulcahy had one slender chance to
bring Niland back. External cardiac massage would be
no good to him now. They had just three minutes
before his brain, starved of oxygen, would cease to
function.

Mulcahy looked up at Clark. "He needs a
thoracotomy!" he said.

They would open up his chest, remove the
blood clots and hope to massage the heart back to
life. Neither had performed this surgery.

"You've seen this before, so you open him,”
suggested Mulcahy. He ran to the car to get the
surgical bag. Just two days previously, Heather Clark
had watched another HEMS doctor perform the same
risky procedure on a shooting victim. The man had
died. In fact, only five people in the world are known
to have ever survived a thoracotomy, without brain
damage, outside a hospital,

Not even the daily drama of ten years' accident
and emergency experience had prepared Clark for this.

“T'll start,” she said calmly.

Oblivious to the onlookers, she made a surface
incision across Niland's chest, joining up the two
small holes and guiding her scalpel up to the breast-
bone. From her bag she selected a pair of scissors.
She inserted them into one of the holes she had
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already made. Placing her left index {i:ger under the
bottom blade to ensure she did not go in too deep, she
leant over the body and began to cut.

As Clark hit bone she could not help staring
into Niland's oval face. She was pleading for this to
work.

Mulcahy was back. "It's going a bit slow,"” said
the slightly built Clark through gritted teeth. "I'm
having trouble cutting through the stermé®h. Start cut-
ting from the other side and meet me in the middle."

Less than a minute later she was through the
breastbone. Mulcahy fitted a vice - like implement known

‘as a rib retractor to keep Niland's chest apart. As he

opened it up-it was like prising open a clamshell - he
was suddenly aware of voices in the bar. Momentarily
he looked up. Two men were discussing a football
match.

There was now a 20-centimetre opening. Right
in front of them were Niland's heart and lungs.

Clark - saw that the pericardium was bulging
with a clot containing almost half a litre of blood.
Two minutes must have passed. She had to release the
pressure.

With a pair of scissors she started to cut a hole
inthe sac, but it was tough, and in places it was stuck
to the wall of the heart. But finally she was able to
put in her hand and scoop the clot.

Then, as though coming out of some macahre
dreamn, she suddenly looked up at the stunned faccs of
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the bar's other customers and then back down to her
patient and the blood all over the floor.

Now, for the first time in her life, she found
herself holding a man's heart in her right hand.

About the size of a large purple-red grapefruit,

it was slimy, rubbery and still warm. She would flick
it with the fingers of her left hand to try and kick-
start it, before massaging it with a milking motion.
She had just started to squeeze when she felt a
flickering against her bloody palm. Her blue eyes
widened.

It felt like a beat. It was definitely a heartbeat!
She could see i rnow. Remarkably, Niland's heart had
restarted.

The two doctors looRed at each otherin elated
disbelief. Clark felta surge of exhilaration. So few
survive! But only half the job was done. She had to
mend the puncture.

"There it is," she showed Mulcahy, pointing to
the small fountain of blood that had started to pump
through the hole with every beat of the heart,

"Do you think you could puta stitch in it?"
Mulcahy asked.

“Notin this dim light." replied Clark. She looked
at him and, halfsmiling, added: "You'd better pop your
finger in."

Gently, Alastair Mulcahy pushed his right index
finger as far as it would go into Niland's heart. He

OB
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was in deep, almost up to his knuckle. At first the
heart beat weakly and erratically. He felt something
twitching against his fingertip. It was one of the
valves. The bleeding had stopped and the heartbeat
was getting stronger. But as Niland was being lifted
into the ambulance, Mulcahy suddenly felt the beat
slow.

"Careful!" tle sucked air through his teeth. “Don't
rush - we'll lose him!" he said. On their way to the
Royal London, Mulcahy felt the warm heart grip his
finger very tightly. The beat was suofg now, the
rhythm regular. i meant that Niland's blood pressure
was good and that oxygen was getting to the brain.
Mulcahy looked into his eyes. The pupils were back
to normal, He called for a sedative.

"Fifty-fifty he'll survive,” he reassured Clark as she
radioed the hospital and called confidently for a full
cardio-thoracic surgical team.

It was now 8.37 in the evening. Just six days
later, Niland was ready to go home. "Ican never, ever
thank you enough,” he told Clark and Mulcahy. "I used
to hear the helicopter flying over my house, but I
never fully appreciated what you did." He stared at
the 70 stitches in his chest and knew just how lucky
he was.

RD. January 2001
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Leopard Attack
By John Dyson

Rosemarie Honman woke at 4 am. to the loud
noise of her five big dogs yapping and fighting. At
the back door of her house in Victoria Falls, Zimba-
bwe, she yelled at them to shut up, then we‘.m the
kennel and threw their water bowl over them.

Three ran from the kennel and she dragged a
fourth out. The last dog, Scruff, seemed to be making
a strange throaty noise and wouldn't budge, so she left
him. At dawn Scruff emerged, his ears and paws
bleeding. Yet the strange, rumbling grow!l continued
inside the kennel.

Honman called her gardener, who shone a torch
mto the dark enclosure. Two blazing eyes bright as
fireworks, glowed in the beam. "It's a bloody leopard!”
Honman shouted.

Retreating to the house, she telephoned her
neighbour Fanie Pretorius, a retired big-game hunizr
and safari guide. He grabbed a shotgun and cailed
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Steven Zvinongoza. chief warden of the area’s national
park; the two men then hurried to the Honman hoine.

Pretorius knew leopards almost never attacked
humans, but if this animal had been cornered and
taunted by dogs it would be frightened - and dangerous.

From the safety of the kitchen doorway, they
lobbed stones at the kennel, nearly three metres away.
Spitting and snarling, the leopard slunk out into the
daylight and charged. The two men jumped inside the
house and slammed the door in the leopard's face. It
thudded into the door, then dropped to the ground and
crept away through the trees.

"We should shoot it because it will attack peo-
ple.," Pretorius said.

"Let il be," Zvinongoza replied. "It will go back
ta the wild if we leave it alone.”

Honman quickly telephoned her neighbours to
wamn them of the danger. But she didn't call Paul and
Marie Connolly, whose big garden was just over the
wal'. The family, she thought, was not at home.

In fact, that Friday moming, July 30, 1998, Paul
Connoily had just returned from a solo kayak expedi-
tion on the Congo River. The eldest of his four daugh-
ters was away at boarding school, and Marie had
taken the youngest to visit her parents in Belgium.
Their two other girls had left for school. Every door
of the family's big thatched house was flung opén to
catch the cool moming air.
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Though trained as a lawyer, Connolly , 45, had
pioneered white- water rafting trips for tourists on the
Zambezi River in Zimbabwe. Now he ran canoe safa-
ris and expeditions to remote parts of Africa. Dressed
as usual in denim bush-shirt and shorts, a green
baseball cap pulled low over his dark brows and
suntanned face, he was vigorous, agile and - nearly
182 centimetres tall, weighing 75 kilos - superbly fit.

Shortly after 9 a.m, he was sitting in his office,
detached from the main house, having a cup of coffee
with Marilyn Ndlovu. A neighbour, she had stopped
by with her daughter Violet, age three. Suddenly they
heard housekeeper Priscilla Ndlovu screaming in the
backyard. Connolly jumped up and raced out of the
door. }
"Boss, get the gun!" yelled Tanyara Ngwenya,
the gardener. "Leopard! Leopard!"

"Where?" Connolly demanded. Ngwenya pointed
towards the back of the house. In the shadows, Connolly
saw a handsome young female leopard, almost a meter
tall at the shoulder and nearly two metres long from
its nose to the end of its twitching tail.

On tough, daily training runs along bush roads,
Connolly had often met dangerous wild animals face
to face. His first instinct was to run straight at them,
yelling loudly and waving; once he had even stopped
a charging lioness in her tracks. At other times, nim-
ble footwork had saved him from charging bufialo,
elephants and even warthogs.

mu
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Crouching low, the leopard was nearly 20 me-
ters away and slinking past the bedroom windows,
pausing to peer curiously into each one. Connolly
marched boldly towards it. "Push off!" he yelled. “Go
away!"

For an instant, man and cat stared at each other
in the bright sunlight. Then, a yellowy blur of light-
ning, the leopard shot across the yard straight at
Connolly. Even as he braced himself for the hit,
Connolly had a quick-flash thought: how incredibly beau-
tifid this animal is!

In one last mighty spring, the leopard flew at
his throat. With no time to duck or dodge, Connolly
threw up his left arm to protect his face. Sharp teeth
punctured his hand and wrist and a massive weight
crashed into his chest,

Twisting to absorb the impact, Connolly shot his
arm straight out from the shoulder. Fangs clamped on
his wrist, the izopard stretched upwards, its hind legs
on the ground and its front claws thrashing the air.
The gardener Ngwenya bravely darted in from behind,
grabbed the leopard's tail and pulled with all his
strength.

Connolly glimpsed little Violet Ndlovu standing
nearby. "Get the child!" he yelled. "Run!" With a
scream, Violet's mother grabbed her daughter and raced
indoors.

Connolly felt a surge of confidence. The lesp-
ard's weight was about 50 kilos, and holding i up
was no problem. / can sort this out, he thought.
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Then his foot slipped on the courtyard tiles.
Man and leopard fell sideways and came down on the
ground facing each other, Connolly's left hand still in
its jaws. The leopard's ears were pinned flat, its
yellow eyes blazing. From deep down in its belly
came loud grunts. The gardener sprang away and fled
nside.

Connolly grabbed the soft folds of the animal's
throat with his right hand and squeezed with his full
strength, tryingto crush its windpipe. But the leopard
was all muscle, with anger seething at its core. One
hand alone wasn't enough.

So with a huge effort, Connolly slithered up on
his knees and, half - crouching over the leopard, finally
dragged his hand from its jaws. Now he could lock
both hands around the leopard's throat.

In a fury, the animal drew in its hind legs and
struck upwards at Connolly's arching body, kicking
repeatedly and fast, its extended claws shredding the
man's shirt. Knowing he was close to being disem-
bowelled, Connolly immediately let go and sprang to
his feet.

The door was just a couple of paces away.
Connolly crept slowly towards it, his gaze locked on
the leopard's eyes. Suddenly the animal attacked him
again. Connolly barely had time to lift his right arm
in defence beforc the Ieopard's teeth sank into his
wrist.

m
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Leaning back to keep his face and throat out
of the animal's striking range, Connolly found the
strength to rain desperate, one - handed punches on the
leopard's nose. The animal half - closed its eyes and
shook its head, Clearly, the punches hurt.

Abruptly the leopard let go. Connolly jumped
across the threshold into the kitchen and slammed the
door. With all the kitchen windows and doors shut, he
thought he was safe. His arms were bleeding, and the
pain was agonising. Wild - animal wounds, he knew
very well, were invariably infected and must be quickly
cleansed. As he moved to the kitchen sink, he glanced
out of the big window.

The leopard was in a half-crouch, looking up.
As soon as it spotted him, the big cat hurled itself at
the window.

The leopard's left paw hit the window first,
followed by its head. As the glass exploded, the.
animal landed in the kitchen's twin, stainless- steel sink.
It slashed out at Connolly's face with both front paws.

Clenching his right fist and drawing back his
arm, Connolly delivered a haymaker punch to the
leopard's nose. The animal reeled back but quickly
rebounded, lashing out again.

Face to face, man and cat slugged it out. With
both fists, Connolly threw blows at its face as if
hammering a punching bag. Blood flew from this
wound and the leopard's vivid face - markings %iurred
in his eyes.

m
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The leopard tried to block his furious assault,
blood spraying from a cut in its right paw. Dazed,
confused and off - balance, it struggled desperately to
fight out of its comer.

For 20 long seconds, the deadly boxing match
continued. Connolly felt his energy flag, but saw the
leopard begin to cringe. Connolly punched harder and
faster.

The leopard now retreated until it was balancing
on the windowsill. Connolly leaned over the sink and
gave it one last, hard punch that became a kind of
push. The animal dropped to the ground outside.

Connolly shouted to the women to stay in the
TV room, where they were hiding, and ran to the
bathroom where he bathed his arms in hot water
Suddenly he heard two blasts from a shotgundDrawn
by the screams from Connolly's yard, Fanie Pretorius
and park warden Steven Zvinongoza had rushed to the
scene,

Paul Connolly's lacerated arms required 37
stitches, but he is philosophic about the encounter.
“Things like this are bound to happen," he says. "It's
the price we pay for being able to enjoy the enchant-
ment of Africa." The leopard's skin is now a hand-
some rug in his hallway.

RD. March 2001
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Desperate Measures
By Sandy Guy and David Crofts

"Why's the dog barking?" Nathan Ross, 49.
asked his wife Kim. That night, March 16, 1999, their
Border collie had suddenly begun yelping and scratch-
ing at the kitchen door. Meanwhile, outside te cou-
ple's home in Tenterfield, Australia, thunder clapped
and rain poured. When Kim, 45, opened the door, the
dog bolted into the dark garden and kept barking.

Nathan followed the collie outdoors and, stand-
ing in the rain, listened closely. At first, once the dog
quietened down, Nathan heard nothing but the roar of
the wind, the rain and the thunder; then somewhere in
the distance he heard a faint, droning noise. Within
moments, he spotted a blinking red light against the
clouds, and in the darkness he saw the pale shape of
2 small air craft, flying low. As he watched the plane
dip and shake in the storm's fury, Nathan sensed that
the pilot was in trouble. Rushing back inside, he grabbed
2is air - band” portable radio.
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In this small town Nathan and Kim sold and
serviced electrical and communications equipment. As
a communications expert, Nathan owned one of the i
region's few air - band portable radios. Resembling mo-
bile phones, air - band radios were often used in |
emergencies - occasionally by pilots whose two - way |
radios fail, or by people on the ground who needed to
contact aircraft overhead.

Now, with his radio in hand, Nathan hcaded
outside again. "Pilot over Tenterfield,” he called into
the radio, "this is Tenterfield Ground. Are you OK?"
He heard only adull buzz of static. Nathan repeated
his message several times.

Finally, the radio crackled to lite. “This is Juliet
Uniform Alpha," a faint voice called. "And no, I'm nutd
OK, repeat, not OK."

The pilot had been circling Tenterfield every 30
seconds for half an hour, he said, and had lost radio
contact with Brisbane, further north. "I'm not sure
how much fuel I have,” he added. "My gauge is all
over the place. I can barely see a thing, and I need
help to get down.”

"Don't worry,” Nathan answered. "We'll organise
something." He sounded more confident than he felt?
Tenterfield's tiny Sunnyside airstrip, ten kilometres
northwest of town, was a grass paddock with nc on-
- site staff and no runway lights. On a stormy nig
like this, it would be next to impossible for any pl
to land safely. Moreover, the town of 320{ people w
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flanked by a jumble of hills and mountains. To Nathan,
the odds didn't look good.

ONE - AND - A - HALF hours earlier, at the airport in
the nearby town of Moree, Esmond Yasi, aslim 22 -
year - old, was pumping fuel into his four seater
Cessna 172 and admiring the peaks of Australia's
Great Dividing Range, over 150 kilometres to the east.
In an hour's time, he thought happily, I'll be flying
over there.

Fly'ng was in Yasi's blood. He'd eamned  his
private pilot's licence only three months before and
was now two-thirds of the way through a ten month
commercial - flying course. Passing it would mean he
could fulfil his dream of working with his fa‘er, an
airline pilot in Papua New Guinea for 25 years. To
build up his flying hours, Yasi was on a day - long solo
navigation exercise. He was now about to begin his
final 300 - kilometre flight to the other side of the
range, before returning to Coolangatta, on the coast.

Half an hour after taking off from Moree, Yasi
had almost reached the Great Dividing Range when he
zoticed a huge black cloud on the eastern horizon.
Shortly afterwards, a violent gust of wind shook the
clane. Yasi was still wrestling with the controls when
e cloud swept in with frightening speed, cutting
wisibility drastically. At the same time, rain poured
down the windscreen, and lightning fractured the gloom.

Yasi realised he'd entered every new pilot's worsi
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nightmare. A freak electrical storm had enveloped his
plane. He quickly descended to 5000 feet, but visibil-
ity remained very poor. His mind raced. He doubted
he could find his way back to Moree in this weather,
but thought he might at least reach Tenterfield. He'd
flown over there ten minutes earlier.

Moments later, approaching the lights of
Tenterfield, Yasi glanced at his fuel gauge. In these
conditions, it lurched from empty to full as fuel
sloshed back and forth inthe wings. He reckoned he
had enough for another four hours. Bur what if I can't
find an airfield? He fretted. He knew he couldn't stay
aloft until daybreak.

Struggling to keep the plane steady, Yasi circled
the town, hoping someone below would notice he was
in trouble and help him. Then his radio suddenly
came alive. A voice asked if he was OK.

ON THE GrounD in Tenterfield, Nathan realised
that this pilot's best hope would be to land at the
town's airstrip, if it could somehow be illuminated.
Because Tenterfield was 880 metres above sea level,
however, it was sometimes blanketed in fog and low
cloud. The cloud cover was descending, and soon Yasi
would be heading directly into it. If that happened.
Nathan knew there'd be no chance of directing the
pilot to the strip. Disoriented and flying bling, he
would run out of fuel and crash, or eventually hit one
of the many surrounding hills or mountaiss. Nathan

@MY
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decided he had to find some flares to light up the
strip - and fast. '

A few blocks from the Ross home, crop- duster
pilot Robert Wild was sitting down to watch television
with his wife when the phone rang. It was a neigh-
bour who reported a plane circling over town, clearly
in. trouble. Remembering that Nathan Ross had an air
- band radio, Wild phoned him.

“Can you help find some flares?" Nathan asked
him. '

After several phone calls, Wild discovered that
flares were stored in a shed at the airstrip. So he
decided to head for the strip and see if he could light
them. Moments later, Wild pulled up outside Nathan's
house. He found Nathan in the back yard, his radio
clamped to his ear. Wild quickly explaind he was
heading for the airfield.

"Before you go," Nathan said, handing the radio
to' Wild, "can you tell the pilot how to get there?"

Wild explained that the airstrip was ten kilome-
tres northwest of town. Once they had lit the runway,
he added, the pilot could follow street lights to the
edge of town, and then car lights on the main road
out of town to get there. "If you keep to the left of the
highway, you won't miss it."

"OK," the pilot said.
Another concern hit Ross. It was 8.30 p.m.
The battery on his airband radio, the pilot's only link
with the ground, wouldn't last more than another 30
w
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minutes. If I can't stay in contact with this guy, he
thought, I don't like his chances.

Yasi's pLANE shook in the turbulence, "Tenterfield
Ground, What's happening?" he asked. The looming
cloud mass was dropping lower, periodically obscuring
his view of the ground.

“We're organising things so you can land,” came
the now - familiar voice. Focused only on getting the
plane down, the two men had not bothered to ex-
change names.

From "Tenterfield Ground.'" Yasi knew that the
people below were trying to light up the airstrip for
him. But what if they can't do it in time? he wondered.
The possibility of death was very real, and his thoughts
turned to his family. But Yasi also knew that he owed
it to those he loved to stay focused. People who panic
make rash decisions, he told himself. [ have to block
out everything but the task at hand.

Tue piLot's frightened voice rang in Nathan's
ears. "Tenterfield Ground, I'm at 700 feet and don't
know how much lower 1 can go." The storm was
" worsening. Nathan could see the cloud settling even
lower. He looked at his watch. His radio battery would
run flat within 15 minutes.

"Remember, stay calm,"” Nathan told the pilot,
struggling to keep his voice even. Nathan knew how
important encouragement was in such life - threatening
situations. '
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" He now watched the plane circling lower and
lower. On his mobile phone, he called Robert Wild at
the airstrip. "Rob, he's down to almost 500 feet. Are
you ready for him yet?"
"Five more minutes,” Wild replied. "We haven't
got the flares going yet." '
"Forget about the flares," Nathan said. “The
cloud cover's descending too fast. He has to land

now,

AT THE WESTERN END of the Sunny-side airstrip.
blue-and-red police lights flashed in the gloom as
Sergeant Bruce Jackson climbed from his patrol car.
After receiving an emergency call about a pilot in
trouble, Jackson had arranged to meet Senior Consta-
ble Garry Walsh at the airstrip. There they found about
50 residents whose curiosity had been arogged by the
low-flying plane. Some sat in their cars; ﬁ ers shel-
tered .from the rain alongside a small shed near the
eastern end of the runway.

"Which end of the stnp will the ptlot approach
from?" Jackson asked Robert Wild.

“From the west," Wild said. "If he lands in a
tailwind, he could lose control of the plane and over-
shoot."

Knowing the planc could arrive any minute,
Jackson decided the only option now was to light the
runway with car lights. Leaving his own car at the
western end with all its lights on, Jackson told Walsh
to position his car midpoint along the runway, with its
lights pointing east.

oY
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"Why don't [ put my car at the end of the
runway," Wild suggested, "and get some other people
to do the same?" _ )

"Good idea ," Jackson said. "Ask them - and
quickly."

FroM INsIDE the plane, Yasi estimated that the
cloud cover was down to 200 feet. "Tenterfield Ground,
can I head for the airstrip now?" he asked.

"I've just spoken to them. A minute or two, and
they'll be ready."

Suddenly, the cockpit lit up with a blinding
flash of lightning. When his eyes re-focused, Yasi saw
only darkness below him. "I can't see a thing," he
yelled into the radio. "What's happened?”

“It's a blackout." the voice below answered. The
lightning had cut power to the entire town.

With no street lights to follow, Yasi realised, he
wouldn't be able to find the airstrip. Please, I've got
to get down, he prayed silently.  feel blind up here.

In the blackness below , Nathan made a quick
decision. "We'll have to show him the way," he shouted
to his wife.

As his wife fumbled for the car keys in the
dark, Nathan tried to reassure the pilot. "We're goingto
our car,” he said, "and now I'm turning on the hazard
lights. Can you see them?"

After’ a moment of searching, the pilot spoited
Nathan's car lights.
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"Then follow us," Nathan said. With one hand
on the steering wheel and the other holding the radio
to his ear, he backed his Mitsubishi utility down the
dnveway. “I'll drive as fast as possible." he told the
pilot. “To keep pace, slow your airspeed as much as
you can.” Soon Nathan and Kim were roaring through
the wet streets with the Cessna only 250 feet above
them.

About four kilometres from town, a flash of
lightning illuminated the landscape ahead. "Howard's
Hill!" The couple exclaimed in horror. They had for-
gotten about it. Located halfway to the airfield, the -hill
rose some 220 feet above the surrounding countryside
and was now directly in Yasi's path.

"My goodness, we're going ta lose Em!" Nathan
said.

The couple stiffened as the plane roared ahead.
Then, through holes in the cloud, they watched as the
aircraft ‘narrowly skirted the incline.

FLYING-in the darkness, Yasi did not see Howard's
Hill or how close he'd come to crashing. A few
minutes later, he spotted a glimmer -of light in the
distance. "I think I see the airfield!” he shouted into
the radio. Drawing closer, he observed the flashing
blue-and-red lights of what appeared to be two police
cars. Then he saw the headlights of 20 other cars at
the end of a dark patch of ground. That's got 1o be
the strip, he thought.

ﬂim



www burmeseclassic.com

* weaSolep

Gnipping the controls tightly, Yasi reduced power
and lowered the wing flaps. Violent crosswinds struck
the fuselage so hard that it sounded like the plane was
being pelted by gravel. The plane dipped in and out of
cloud that whipped away from the windscreen.

Yasi flipped the switch on his landing lights-
but nothing happened. Frantically, he tried the switch
again and again. Still, nothing. The lights aren’t work-
ing! He was now less than 500 metres from what he
hoped was the start of the runway but might not be.
He had no choice, he decided, I've got 10 do it!

Yasi was gripped by visceral fear. He steadied
his shaking hands on the controls. With the’ wing flaps
down to decrease speed, he pulled the throutle back
until the plane had slowed to 60 knots. When he
estimated that he was about 50 feet above the ground,
he eased the controls backwards to keep the aircraft's
nose up. Landing in cross-wind conditions is hazardous
in any circumstances. Yasi sensed that his life was in
the balance.

A car's headlights whizzed past him. Then with
a light thud, his plane's wheels kissed the ground and
bounced gently along the runway.

It was 9 p.m. as the Cessna rolled to a stop at
the end of the strip. Nearly three hours had passed
since Yasi had first flown into the storm. He climbed
shakily from the plane into the rain and peered at tha
crowd of about 50 people looking back at him. Among

a0
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them, lit by the car lights, Yasi spotied a man holding
a portable air -band radio. The pilot stumbled towards
him.

"Tenterfield Ground?" Yasi asked the man.

"Yes," the man said.

"You've just saved my life,” Yasi said. Then
he burst into tears and embraced Nathan. "You saved
my life!"

RD . February 2001
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Trapped in a Frozen Tomb
By Louise Mills

Goodnight, Sal.” Stvart Diver kissed his wife,
switched off his bedside lamp and lay back with a
feeling of pleasure. It was Wednesday, July 30, 1997,
and the end of a long, tinng day for the couple, both
27.1t was peak season in Thredbo, a bustling town of
some 4000 in Australia's Snowy Mountains. Stuart had
worked eight hours as a ski instructor, and his wife
Sally had put in a long shift at a local hotel, where
she organised conferences.

Stuart had met Sally - bright an energetic -at the
Royal Melboumne Institute of Technology eight years
eartier, and with their shared passion for the outdoors,
they were soon inseparable. One rare time when they
were apart, Stuart drove six hours from Thredbo to
Sydney to propose to her. "What about getting en-
gaged today?” he asked. Sally laughed her bubbly
laugh and replied, "Oh, yes!" Following their marriage
in- 1995, their dream was to start their own outdoor
adventure business. They now lived in the Bimbadeen
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staff lodge, a four - storey concrete - block structure set
on a hillside opposite Thredbo's main ski slope.

A steady snow was now covering the roof of
their lodge, and as Stuart slept, the first warning sign
came: a sudden thundering roar. His eyes flicked
open. His bedside clock read 11:37 p.m. Within mo-
ments, the bed trembled, and the roar grew Jouder.
Stuart and Sally screamed as the windows, walls, and
ceiling crashed around them.

Seconds later when the tumult subsided, Start
tried to sit up, but bashed his head against something
hard. It felt like concrete. With mounting horror, he
realised the building must have collapsed, and that he
and Sally were trapped in a space no bigger than a
coffin. Neither could move.

"Help me, Stuart!” Sally cried. Stwart ran his
hand along her body and discovered a big concrete
beam across her waist, pinning her to the bed. Their
wrought-iron bedhead had fallen forward, trapping her
head. Miraculously both had missed him.

Now they heard a rumbling, rushing sound.
Water! If a water main had ruptured above them, it
could flood theirtomb and drown them. A split- sec-
ond later, an icy. reeking mixture of water and heating
fuel rushed through gaps above Stuart's head, filling
the small space.

"Stuart!" Sally screamed, as water poured over
her face. Desperately, Stuart heaved at the bed-head to
no avail. He placed his hand on Sally's mouth, trying

Dosy
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to keep her from drowning. But their cavity continued
to fill. Beneath his hand, Stuart felt Sally's submerged
face contort in horror. Stuart pushed himself onto his
clbows. The water had just started lapping his lips
when suddenly it drained away. Stuart reached down
to his wife. She was quiet now. She was gone. He
wished he would die too - if only to be with Sally.
Just do it, he pleaded, and make it quick. g
Paul Featherstone, 47, a Sydney-based senior
paramedic, arrived in Thredbo at 5a.m. As he alighted
from a bus that had transported him from the local
airport, the stocky, silver-haired father of four gaped
m astonishment. Two chalets - Bimbadeen and Carinya
lodge - had disappeared in a massive landslide, pancaked
under a tangled mass of mud, timber, concrete slabs,
wall - partitioning, bricks, roof sections, upturned cars,
rees and boulders. It looked as though someone had
emptied a giant vacuum cleaner.
Police and 20 firefighters had ammived on the
scene soon after the landslide, Featherstone learned.
. But a senior police officer had declared the site too
| unstable to try rescuing anyone. Now, six hours later,
it was still off limits.

As a member of the New South Wales Ambu-
iance Service's Special Casualty Access Team - an elite
zroup that specialised in treating patients in rugged
2rrain - Featherstone was used to emergencies. But he
=ad never seen anything like this. It's hard to imagine
znyone surviving, he thought.
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Stuart Diver lay stunned in the icy mud all
around him. "You've taken my wife!" he shouted
upwards, choking with grief. Within minutes, however,
his despair gave way to a [ierce determination. Stuart
sensed Sally's spirit with him. If he gave up without
a fight, he felt he'd be letting her down. He vowed to
survive as long as he could.

Now another torrent of water swamped him.
This time he jammed his left hand against the wail
and the other on the muddy bed. Then he pushed
upwards straining to keep his nose and mouth above
the freezing water.

Stuart had completed (wo wildemess-survival
courses that taught the urgency of preserving core -
body temperature in subzero conditions. Already his
hands and feet were numb. When the water subsided,
he put his hands under his armpits to conserve heat. |
He wiggled his toes vigorously. He must do everything
he could, he decided, to keep warm

By the time a wintry sun rose over Thredbo, |
more than 200 firefighters, police, ambulance and
other rescuers had arrived. In a makeshift headquarters.
police area commander Charlie Sanderson explained
that at least 11 men and seven women were under the
rubble. "Screams were heard soon after the tragedy.”
he said, "but there's been no sound since then. W2
have the gravest fears for them all."

A team of geophysicists finally declared the
site stable at 10 a. m. and Sanderson briefed workers
on rescue procedure. Three siren blasts. he warned.
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would mean the rubble was slipping. "Then get the
hell out!"

At 10:30 a. m,, 1l hours after the accident,
Featherstone joined emergency - service workeérs and
volunteers on the landslip. Hand - to- hand in a human
chain, they passed pieces of shattered concree, fumni-
ture, bedding, bricks and timber to waiting trucks.
Firefighters crawled over the landslip and peered into
gaps, yelling: "Rescue team above - can youggear me?"
But the only sounds were from birds overhead and the
gurgle of water beneath the tangle.

Stuart had been inundated five times by sudden
bursts of water. Thirst and hunger gnawed at him. He
pondered drinking the next gush. But with fuel and
possibly sewage in it, he knew it could be toxic. Even
worse than his thirst was the cold. It clawed at his
body. He tried to keep his feet moving, but soon lost
all energy. Then he felt a cotton cover at the end of
the bed. Stretching down, he ripped a piece of the
material free. It just covered his stomach and thighs,
helping conserve body heat. Next he found a polar
fleece jacket he had left on the bed after dinner and
struggled into it.

Now, as Stvart supk into a deep, sluggish
state, he heard a faint noise. Somewhere, a man was
shouting. People are looking for me! he realised. He
felt a surge of excitement. '

"Hello!" he shouted over and over. No resporse.
His spirits sank. He'd been trapped for 29 hours.
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By dawn on Friday. August |, one body had
been recovered, The chances of finding a survivor
now, Featherstone believed, were growing slimmer and
slimmer. When someone is exposed to extended sub-
zero conditions, body temperature drops, blood flow to
vital organs slows, organs shut down, and the victim
dies of hypothermia, usually within 24 hours.

Clearing continued throughout the moming. Sud-
denly an alarm blasted three times. Featherstone moved
with the others to the edge of the slip. As he waited
for the all-clear, music drifted from Thredbo's chapel
where townspeople were praying for victims. "Amaz-
ing Grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch
like me..."

Work finally resumed, and later as the sun set,
the temperature dropped to around minus eight de-
grees.

At 5:30 the next moming, more thantwo days
after the disaster, firefighter Steve Hirst was moving
debris when he heard a sound somewhere below him,
Lying on his stomach, Hirst yelled: "Rescue party
working overhead. Can you hear me?"

"I hear you!”

"What's your name?"

"Stuart Diver."

"What's your condition?" Hirst shouted.

“‘I'm OK."

“Is there anyone with you?"

"My wife Sally, but she's dead."

m
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News of the survivor spread quickly, and the
recovery team tore al the rubble where the voice had
been heard. After an hour, workers exposed a huge
slab of concrete. Through a jagged, half - metre - wide
opening , they heard Stuart's voice, stronger now. "He
must be just’ underneath,” Hirst said. He and six other
rescuers wriggled through the gap into a small cham-
ber and began clearing more rubble. Soon they discov-
ered another concrete slab two metres lower. After three
hours of digging. a rescuer's light illuminated a crack
m the lower slab.

"I can see your light!" Stuart called. J{g above
me.” Silence shrouded the chamber as the men were
struck by a sickening realisation: Stuart was under-
aeath yet another slab.

A fireman saw Stuart poke four fingertips through
the crack. Squeezing them gently, the fireman said,
Tve never felt hands so cold."

Featherstone now crawled into the tunnel, press-
mg close to the crack. "Hello, Stvart. My name's Paul
Featherstone. I'm a paramedic. How are you feeling?"

Suddenly the warning siren blasted three times
and a colleague pulled Featherstone from the tunnel.
Immediately, he ranto the site controller. "That guy
could die unless I'm down there to settle him,"
Featherstone said. "I'm going back." This was a risk,
2¢ added, that he had to take. "Give me a skeleton
crew of spotters," he suggested. "They can watch for
movement while I'm in the hole.”
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The controller reluctantly agreed, and Featherstone
scrambled back down the tunnel.

He handed Stuart a mask, which he clamped
over his nose and mouth, and connected it to an
oxygen cylinder. Next Featherstone passed Stuart a
warm - air hose, attached to a generator on the surface,
to place inside his jacket. Featherstone then gave
Stuart a pulse-oximeter, which he attached to his thumb.
This would allow the paramedic to monitor Stuart's
pulse.

Featherstone knew his patient's kidneys and liver
could malfunction, increasing lactic acid and potas-
sium in his blood to toxic levels, a condition known
as acidosis. If Stuart moved suddenly or his heart rate
rose, toxins might flood his system, triggering a hean
attack. When the pulse oximeter's beep quickened, the
paramedic would need to calm him. -

Suddenly Stuart began weeping. "I've got to tell
you how Sal died,” he said. "It's tearing me apart.”

Deeply moved, the paramedic replied quietly.
"Fire away."

As Stuart described how he had tried to save
Sally, Featherstone struggled for the right words to
say. "You did all you could possibly do,” he said
eventually.

Finally, he grabbed a bottle of clectrolyte- and -
nutrient solution and through the crack, inserted 2 iube
from its stopper into Stuart's mouth. Featherstone re-
stricted him to two half - mouthfuls every 20 minutes
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because he knew Stuart's stomach would have shrunk
and any more might cause him to vomit and choke.

After clearing rubble, and when they were sure
of Stuart's exact location, the rescuers started cutting a
manhole in the slab above his feet, using a diamond-
tpped circular saw, Dust billowed, and the tunnel
filled with a deafening squeal. The pulse monitor
began emimting rapid beeps. Stuart's pulse, already
over 100, went up to a worrying 150.

"Stop work!" Featherstone ordered. When the
drilling stopped, he reassured Stuart. "Everything is
safe. We're making the noise 10.get you out as quickly
as possible. "His words helped. Stuart's pulshmmedi-
ately dropped and his respiration slowed.

Finally, after the rescue team cut through the
slab immediately above Stuart and cleared other debris,
the hole over his feet was large enough for a tunneller
o enter. After three more hours of digging, Fea-
therstone slid into the cavity to prepare his patient for
moving. "But before we can get him out, we must set
gp an IV,” Featherstone said. The better Stuart was
hydrated, the less likely he'd suffer heart failure when
moved.

A doctor now reached into the cavity, inserting
an intravenous line into a vein in Stuart's ankle.
Featherstone took his temperature. It was 34.7 degrees,
dree below normal. His patient was hypothermic, but
s pulse was strong, and he didn't appear physically
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distressed. So far, so good, bur we're not there yet
Featherstone thought.

The paramedic manoeuvred a hamess round
Stuart's waist, then gently pulled him feet-first until his
head was beneath the manhole. Through the gap.
Stuart glimpsed a patch of open sky. He smiled. "l
thought I'd never see daylight again."

. Featherstone realised the following moments
would be critical. If acidosis was imminent, it could
strike when Stuart was hauled from the hole. _

"Before we bring him out," the paramedic told
colleagues, "we need to make a phone call." With his
cell phone, he called Stuart's parents, who had driven
from Melboume the day after the landshde. Featherstone
knew this might be their last chance to speak to their
S0mn.

"How are you doing?" Steve Diver asked.

"Happy to be out of here, Dad,” Stuart replied
Then the phone connection broke.

The pulse - oximeter now beeped rapidly.
Featherstone placed a steadying hand on his patient
“No, mate," he said. "We have to take this slowly.”
Stuart's pulse returned to normal.

"OK, here we go," the paramedic said, "Let
do the grunt work. You just relax."

While two firemen pulled from above. Featherstore
and another paramedic held Stuart under his arms
Soon his head was partly out of the manhole. On
surface, rescuers slid a rescue board through doth hol
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in the concrete slabs, and Featherstone positioned it
behind Stuart's back. "Let's do it,” the paramedic said.
With a concerted heave, rescuers hoisted Stuart to the
surface. It was 5:17 p.m., Saturday, August 2 - 65
hours after the landslide.

Stuart looked all around him. "That sky's fan-
tastic!" he exclaimed. "Well done, guys."

The only survivor of the landslide, Stuart was
airlifted to nearby Canberra Hospital. There, doctors
were astonished to discover that he suffered only frost-
bite, dehydration, superficial cuts and hypothermia.

Stuart returned to his parents' home in Mel-
bourne to continue his recovery. &

RD. June 2000
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No Time for Fear
By Lynne Schuyler

It was a routine run through dense forests
and )akes - until it became
a railwayman's worst nightmare

*

, "Are you guys ready to go?" asked Canadian
Pacific train driver Kerry Osborne as he leaned back
in his seat behind the console of Engine 5799, He then
tugged on the red - handled brake lever, instantly re-
leasing a great wheosh of air.

Inside the cramped two-metre-wide cab, Joe
Moloney, 38, slid his solid, athletic frame into his seat
near the brakeman's door as they prepared to leave.
Guard Don Collings, 43, a 183 - centimetre bear of a
man, was squeezed behind a small foldout table, fili-
ing out paperwork. The men had along, uncomforiable
ride ahead of them.
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On this night, Aprit 7, 1997, the trio neverthe-
less expected business as usual. There wasn't a section
of track the men didn't know by heart on the run from
Mac Tier, 30 kilometres south of Parry Sound, to
Cartier, Ontario, 260 kilometres north. They would be
hauling 48 cars behind four locomotives, each engine
topped up with more than 9000 litres of diesel fuel
for the joumey.

In addition to tankers carrying sulphuric acid
residue, a tanker camrying 120,000 kilos of propane
was hooked up 19 cars behind.

The life of a railway worker isn't for everyone;
the men were on call 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. But the pay was good, and the men had built
their lives round the demands of the job.

Recently married, Collings was a man with a
ready quip who was happiest when out fishing for
pickerel and bass with his beloved dogs. A devoted
father of two, Moloney worked long shifts of up to 30
hours, which left him plenty of time to hike, sail and
canoe with his wife and kids on his days off. Osborne,
40, hated when his work took him away from his
family, especially his two daughters' birthdays or school
concerts, but he made it up to them with skiing and
fishing trips and special home-cooked meals.

Squinting behind gold-rimmed glasses, Osborve
scanned his gauges, then slowly accelerated o of
Mac Tier station in swirling snow under a moonless
sky. It was just after | am.
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As the train rumbled north, Moloney mused
about the previous day's unusual weather. Bone-chill-
ing winter conditions had suddenly given way to
temperatures that rapidly melted ice and snow. But by
early evening, the temperature had plummeted from
20 degrees to minus six degrees, and rain and snow
squalls had blown across the area.

Forty - six kilometres out of Parry Sound, as the
lights in the town of Nobel faded behind them, they
plunged into a rugged wilderness of rock cuts, dense
forests, lakes and swamp. The engine's headlight cut a
300 -metre swath through the darkness, playing off the
oak and maple along the tracks. Relaxed in the yellow
glow of the cab, the trio chatted about hunting and
fishing, Osborne's favourite subjects.

"Slow order ahead, Kerry," Moloney and
Collings called out in unison as they checked their
work orders. The slow order covered a defective section
of track that needed minor work. A signal alongside
the track shone brilliant green, indicating the track
ahead was clear.

Throttling down from 72 kilometres an hour to
65, Osborne spotted the green warning flags, but they
were lying flat on each side of the rails. They must
have been knocked down by the wind, he thought,
reaching for the radio handset to alert rail-traffic control
in Calgary. He quickly cleared the slow-order sectior:
of the track, then eased the throttle open to pick up
speed. But as the train rounded a bend in the track, a
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chill raced down Osbome's spine: a yawning black
hole, over 100 metres across, loomed ahead. The two
silver rails were bowed and suspended above the void.
It looked as if they were racing towards a cliff.

Swearing, Osbome slammed the automatic brake
valve, throwing the train into full emergency stop, but
he knew it was too late.

A washout is a railwayman's worst nightmare -
that moment when the earth simply disappears from
beneath the track bed and there's nothing left to
support tonnes of speeding metal. Rarely did anyone
survive such a catastrophe.

There was nothing Osbome or the others could
do to save the train. He dropped back into his chair.
"Goodbye, boys," he said simply.

For Moloney, there wasn't even time (o feel
fear, only enough to register the terror on the others'
faces, the hissing of air brakes and the screaming of
the engine as its wheels broke free from the rails,
Plunging into the void, the cab was pitched into
darkness and he was thrown against the ceiling.
Moloney braced himself for the crushing sensation he
knew would follow as 2100 tonnes of metal, fuelled
by its own terrific momentum, jackknifed and col-
lapsed over them.

Colling’s chest smashed into the steel console.
Then he was thrown upwards, and his head struck the
sloped metal ceiling. Osbome slammed into the wind-
screen, then bounced off the heater unit. He could
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hear metal scraping sand and gravel as the locomotive
slid on its side down a 15 - metre embankment. Skid-
ding 50 metres, the 200 - tonne engine ploughed the
ground, and Osbomne soon felt his body rising with the
debris that flooded the cab.

Suddenly the engine stopped dead, and for a
few seconds everything was silent. Then the engine
surged forward again, pounded from behind by other
units piling on top of one another. The third locomotive
jumped over the lead, shearing off its engine and
narrowly missing the crew in the cab. The air shook
with a violent whump as diesel fuel ignited.

Shoved back into a comer, Osbome huddled in
a ball, too afraid to move. Certain they had dropped
into a swamp, he waited for the water to pour in.
Something cold dripped onto the back of his neck, but
it was not water. It was diesel fuel.

Dazed, Moloney staggered to his feet. He gripped
his arms and legs, scarcely believing he was still
alive. "Kerry! Donnie!" he screamed, unable to see the
others in the pitch - black cab.

“Joe, you OK?" Oshorne yelled back. "We've got
to get out of here. We're on fire!"

Moloney saw the eerie glow as the fire steadily
grew, Outside, other units were exploding into flames,
casting a flickering light into the upper reaches of the
cab. Now they could see Collings crumpled up, his
head lying against the ceiling of the cab. Blood tvick-
led from his eyes, nose and mouth. His neck was bent
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downwards and his chin was embedded grotesquely
into his chest.

"He's dead!" Moloney exclaimed. He lifted
Collings's arm. The limb flopped back, lifeless. Osbormne
checked his breathing, but only heard a faint gurgling
of air in Collings's chest.

Outside, the flames now reached five meltres
into the air as fuel discharged from the ruptured diesel
tanks. Osborne realised that the fire would follow the
leaking fuel to them. Worse, he was terrified that the
propane tanker nearby would rupture. The compressed
gas, powerful as a bomb, would blow them sky high.

"We've got to move fast!" yelled Osborne. Fight-
ing panic, Moloney looked down at Collings. "But we
can't leave Donnie."

Disoriented in the dark, Moloney clambered on
top of the driver's console and groped around until he
felt the brakeman's door handle high above him. He
dropped down and grabbed Collings's arm, "Let's see
if wecan lift him," he said. But it was impossible. The
strapping man was too heavy for them to lift.

Moloney strained to push the heavy steel door
skywards. Then, while Osbomne held it open, Moloney
scrambled out.

Before following him, Osbome found some coats
and a bag with portable radios and shoved them ou: of
the door to Moloney. Through swirling black smoke,
they stumbled past the nose of the cab, stunned to see
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the fiery devastation surrounding them. The air hissed
with crackling and popping noises.

"The propane's going to blow - we have to move
farther away," Osbome urged. He grabbed a portable
radio and called rail - traffic control. “Emergency, emer-
gency! We're in a hole, the guard's badly hurt, and the
unit's on fire!"

Moloney was horrified at the thought of Collings's
body being devoured by the flames. There had tobe a
way to get him out. He circled down near the bottom
of the wrecked engine and spotted a two - metre - wide
chunk of frozen rubble jammed into the broken driv-
er's side window,

"Kerry!" Moloney screamed, "I think we may be
able to dig in here!"

He dropped to his knees, manoeuvred himself
into the narrow space and, with bare hands, clawed at
shards of broken glass. He pitched aside chunks of
frozen rubble and loose rock until he could dig into
the sand. His hands ached as he scooped out enough
to fit his- shoulders sideways through the shattered
window. He dared not think about the wreckage above
him; there was nothing to stop the engine from shift-
ing and crushing him.

Osbome flashed a torch over Moloney's shoul-
der, and he caught Collings's torso in its beam. He
could see his stomach move. "Joe, he's still alive!"

Five metres away, the flames now shot zven
higher. Moloney dug like a maniac, screaming Ceollings's
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name until he was hoarse, "Donnie, we're going to get
you out!"

Moloney was finally able to worm his way
through the broken window, getting in up to his waist,
Carefully, he rolled Collings onto his back, cradling
his head and neck, fearful the latter might be broken.
Then, digging his elbows into the ground, he dragged
Collings slowly through the opening.

Collings gasped for air as blood bubbled out of
his mouth. With Moloney's every tug, he groaned in
agony. "l got to do this, Donnie, to get you out!"
Moloney shouted. He pulled Collings's head, shoulders
and arms through the window, but then he couldn't be
budged.

"He must be caught on something,” Osborne
said. "We'll have to go back into the cab.” The air
grown thick with suffocating smoke and chemical
smells, seared their faces.

Collings mumbled incoherently as Moloney and
Osbome turmed to go.

"Hang tight, Donnie!" Osbome yelled. "We're
going to get you free!"

They climbed back onto the wreck, and Osbome
hoisted the door open while Moloney lowered himself
inside, then quickly freed Collings's leg, which had
been trapped by the radiophone bracket.

Jumping back down from the cab, the par
wrestled Collings's body through the widest part of the
window, and with a final yank they pulled bim free
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The men walked and dragged the guard down
the slope till they could go no farther. Shedding his
coat in the icy wind, Moloney laid it out on the
frozen ground, then balled up his sweater and put it
under Collings's neck. Osbome covered the stricken
man with his own heavy parka.

Suddenly a huge grin spread across Moloney's
face as he umed to Osbome. "We're alive!” he shouted.
They slapped each other's palms in a high five, over-
joyed. | ‘

For more than an hour the fire roared, some-
times hissing and popping, with pressure explosions
that sent chunks of metal raining down. One loud
blast sent Moloney diving for cover as two heavy
steel doors landed five metres away. Gradually the
fire burmed down.

Weary and frozen to the bone, Osbome stared
into the blackness. Finally a white glow appeared in
the distance. "They're here!" he cried. It was almost
4.30 am. Minutes later headlights appeared round a
bend in the track and an elated Moloney shook his
head. They had survived a railwayman's worst night-
mare.

The crew of Engine 5799 later leammed that the
track bed had collapsed due to a build - up of water
from the rapid melting of snow.

RD. July 2000,
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Alone in a Rolling Sea
By Jim Hutchison

Cindy McCluskey was relieved to survive the capsize of a
Philippine ferry. She didn'l realise the worst was yet lo come

After an eight-hour queue for tickets and a
mad dash by taxi to the Cebu City wharf, the two
young Canadians half expected to miss the ferry.
Cindy McCluskey. a blonde 23 - year- old from Barrie,
Ontario, and Nicole Chaland, 27, a slim, dark - haired
university graduate from Vancouver Island, had met in
the Philippines four months before. Participants in the
Canadian Co-operative Association’s Youth Experience
Intemational, the two were stationed in Cebu City and
had become close friends. Now, to celebrate Christ-
mas 1999, thcy were headed for aten-day holiday on
the resort island of Boracay, one of the most idyllic of
the 7000-plus Philippine islands.
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"We made it!" McCluskey whooped as they
spotted the M/V Asia South Korea. At 6.30 p.m., half an
hour after the sailing time, the 2840 -tonne ship was
still loading lumber.

Among rows of cots inthe main deck's forward
section, the girls stowed their gear. On both sides of
the deck, rectangular cutouts in the, hull served as
windows. The ceiling above was the floor of the
upper deck.

At 9.30 p.m. the ship finally set sail, heading
northwards. While the passenger manifest listed 459,
far fewer than the maximum capacity, the overloaded
ferry actually carnied far more.

Tuming in at 11 p.m., McCluskey and Chaland
were soon lulled to sleep by the throbbing engines and
warm sea breczes. They slept soundly until, hours
later. a sudden shuddering crash jolted them awake.
The ship's deck began listing to starboard. McCluskey's
watch read 5.24 a.m.

To make up for lost time, the girls would later
find out, the captain had taken a shortcut from the
main shipping channel between Bantayan and Panay
islands. Poor navigation, rough seas and strong cur-
rents had driven the vessel onto a hidden shoal.

The engines cut out and then the Jights went
off. "What's going on?" McCluskey shouted, fumbliig
for her torch. A woman beside her replied in z
trembling voice, "Put on a life jacket and pray."
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With too few life jackets to go around, the
women had to settle for children's vests that came up
under their chins. They strapped them on and joined
hundreds of other passengers gathering on the port
side.

Five minutes later, the ferry was listing so heav-
ily the starboard windows went under. In the grey, pre-
dawn light, a life raft drifted by. There were no
screams; just hundreds of people praying, in rising
tones of panic, "Hail Mary, full of grace...”

The deck tilted to 45 degrees. "You've got to
jump!" McCluskey pleaded with the people around her.
But the shocked passengers stood rooted in fear, fami-
lies huddled together, mothers clutching children.

The two Canadians helped people over the
side. "Go, go, go!" they yelled. The bow rose higher
as water flooded into the stern from a huge gash on
the hull's starboard side.

“Time to leave, Cindy!" Chaland yelled. The
women scrabbled along the steeply pitched deck to-
wards the middle of the ship, where there were fewer
people. But they lost their footing and slid across the
deck, banging into a mass of metal cots.’

McCluskey grabbed-a rope hanging from a
canvas cover and climbed back up the deck to the
port side. "Come on, Nicole!" she shouted, repeatedly
encouraging her friend.

Clambering onto a window ledge, she found a
terrified man clutching the edge, unable to leap to the
water below. "Take my hand," McCluskey ordered
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him. Hands clasped, they slithered down the rusty hull
and plummeted into the water.

Surfacing, she looked up for Chaland, but she
was nowhere to be seen. McCluskey soon heard aloud
whoosh of escaping air and felt the suction of the
sinking ship pulling her under. Swimming clear, she
tumed to see the ferry slip stemn-first towards the
depths.

As Chaland scrambled to follow McCluskey, a
man above fell, knocking her over. She rocketed down
the slanting deck. As she clawed her way back, a
scream turned her head. A young woman lay frozen
with fear, helpless against the steep angle of the ship.
Behind her, a huge wave rushed towards them from
the submerged starboard side. Another surge of water
approached from the port side.

The waves hit Chaland like a hammer blow.
slamming her underwater then tossing her around like
a rag doll in a washing machine. Kicking furiously.
she surfaced and swam for the nearest window.

McCluskey swam through three-metre-high
swells towards a iife raft. She felt numb. Twenty
minutes ago she'd been sound asleep. Now she was
floundering in the ocean, her closest friend missing.

"Help me!" an elderly woman implored.
McCluskey towed her to the life raft, but it was full
As she left the woman clinging to the rope arouna the
inflatable raft and swam out to bring in more people.
she spotted a familiar face bobbing in the waves.
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"Nicole, over here!" she shouted. Chaland pad-
dled over.

"l didn't think you made it,” McCluskey said.
Back together, the pair grinned from earto ear.

With the waves batting them against the life
raft, they found it easier to move away and tread
water. More people drifted past. "Let's bring in as
many as we can," said McCluskey. Stationing them-
selves at opposite ends of the life raft, they encour-
aged survivors to join them at the life raft whenever
they saw someone go by. But the debris and ship's
cargo of lumber, with screws and protruding nails,
threatened the growing number of survivors, so the
pair had to work hard at pushing it away.

The waves grew higher; with the roller -coaster
motion, first McCluskey, then Chaland began to throw
up. Their life jackets continually rode up, chafing
them under the arms, while at the same time swarms
of jellyfish stung them.

' After an hour, 70 survivors were jammed inside
the life raft, while 20 more clung to it and another
half dozen men trod water with the two women. When
current and wind threatened to separate weaker swim-
mers, they all joined hands in a chain, clinging to
pieces of debris that held them afloat,

At 7.30 a.m. a boat appeared. The alarm raised,
a flotilla of cargo and fishing boats was heading to
the scene. The boat sailed a kilometre past them to
pick up survivors from another raft. "We're next for
sure," said Chaland.
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' After an hour the boat sailed away. "They must
have seen us,” McCluskey murmured, bitterly disap-
pointed. :

They checked with those in the raft; there were
six flares aboard. Next time they would make sure
they were seen.

An hour later another boat was spotted. "Light
two flares only," ordered McCluskey. But the men in
the raft didn't know how. Chaland shouted directions.
The first flare skipped uselessly across the water.
"Aim straight up!" McCluskey shouted. The next arced
skyward, but the boat sailed on. Now all they could
see was endless, windswept ocean, flint - grey under
cloudy skies.

After four hours in the water, McCluskey and
Chaland whooped with joy when a helicopter marked.
"Rescue” swooped in and hovered 20 metres away.
The crew dropped a life raft, but it skipped away on
the wind. Two men in wet suits then jumped out and
swam to the group as two ladders were lowered.

McCluskey was closest, so a crewman motioned
her to climb the ladder. Near exhaustion, she dragged
herself up the first three rungs and waited for the crew
to pull her in. Two male survivors climbed onto the
other ladder.

The engines roared and the helicopter lifted
skywards. Chaland watched amazed as it sped away
with McCluskey clinging beneath it like a swant -
woman.
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"Hoist me up!" McCluskey screamed, but noise
drowned out her voice. She looked back and saw the
raft disappearing.

As she held on against buffeting winds, the men
on the other ladder repeatedly crashed inta her, ulti-
mately knocking her from her perch. Falling towards
the sea 30 metres below, she instinctively crouched
into a ball. I'm going to die! was her last thought as she
hit the water. _

Seconds later, she came to with her broken life
jacket around her head. Cushioning her fall, it had
saved her life. She looked up and watched the helicop-
ter vanish in the distance.

Searing pain from massive bruising and a bro-
ken rib engulfed her left side. Now she was injured
and alone, the powerful current carrying her farther
south. No - one will look for me this far oui, she thoughl.

Chaland couldn't understand why the helicopter
did not return. They'd even left the two crewmen in
the water. Over the next two hours, she grew so weak
she could no longer swim, and clung to the raft. Next
to her, the elderly woman McCluskey had saved
moaned softly. “If you get in the water now, you'll get
wet. If she stays inthe water, she'll die!" Chaland
shouted angrily at those in the life raft. Shamed, two
young men jumped into the water and helped the
woman aboard.

Finally, after eight hours, Chaland and 1he
others were picked up by a fishing boat. She !ay on
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the deck, teeth chattering. Thank you," she mumbled
over and over to the crew.

McCluskey tipped her head back, trying to lap a
few drops of water from a passing rain shower, but it
only intensified her thirst, Asthe hours wore on, she
sang to keep her sanity. The current was so strong she
could feel herself being swept along. Now and again
she heard the clatter of helicopters and waved at one
in the distance, but it didn't respond. Ships sailed by
on the horizon but never came near.

Something dark swam beneath her. She reached
down and scooped it up. It was a turtle. Grateful, she
held it for a moment, gathering strength from the
presence of another living creature. Then she let it go.

She began to hallucinate, seeing ships that van-
ished on the next wave. As the afternoon wore on,
fatigue claimed the last of her energy. She thought of
her boyfriend. Always when they went skiing and she
got cold, he'd say. "Keep moving, get warm." She
heard his voice now and forced herself to kick her
legs.

As one endless hour ran into another, she began
to lose hope. /t would be so nice to just let go, she thought.
She said her good-byes to family and friends, then
snapped to her senses. Come on! You can at least make it till
dark. '

Exhausted, she steeled herself to face the ap-
proaching night. Suddenly she saw a boat a kiloimetre
away, Blinking, she looked again. Ir's real, she thought.
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Shrugging off her orange life jacket, she waved it
frantically overhead. The boat sailed on, growing smaller
by the second. Gritting her teeth against the pain,
McCluskey whip - kicked high on the wave tops. Thisis

vour last chance. Keep waving!

Coast Guard Lieutenant - Commander Joel Dela
Cruz scanned the rising seas breaking over the bow of
his gunboat. It was 545 p.m. In 15 minutes it would
be dark. He was familiar with the treacherous currents
in this interisland channel, and when they'd arrived on
station at 4.30 pm. and not spotted a single survivor,
he suspected some might have been swept out of the
search zone. But now 36 kilometres south of the grid,
he was sure no-one could have drifted this far.

As he turmed the gunboat northwards to join
the other ships, his first officer shouted; "Floating
object starboard side!"

McCluskey saw the ship come about and waved
even harder.

"Survivor in the water!" the lookout on the
Coast Guard vessel called.

The gunboat drew closer and a crewman tossed
out a life buoy.

"What are you doing way out here?" Cruz
asked, amazed, when McCluskey, chest heaving with
pain and exhaustion, was carried into the wheelhouse.

"l fell from the helicopter,” she gasped.
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"You're the one!" he exclaimed. "It's a miracle
you're alive."

With shaking hands she wrote her name and
then Chaland's. "Please find out if my friend is safe,"
she croaked.

Of the more than 700 people rescued that day,
McCluskey was the last to be plucked from the ocean.
Various reports indicated that more than 50 people lost
their lives, but the real number will never be known.

On Christmas Eve, Chaland flew to Cebu City
and waited anxiously at the house of her boss, Ann
Milis. At 3.30 p.m. McCluskey arrived, limping through
the gate. The two hugged for a long time.

It wasn't the beach at Boracay Island, but for
the two survivors it was still a Memry Christmas.

RD. December 2001
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