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Bagan was founded by King Thamondarit since beginning of

the 1% century AD, and so far it has existed for two thousand years.
When Klgng Anawrahta 1044-107 7 established the Fist Myanmar Union
with the intention of promoting a good all-round development in every
sector; first and faremost there arose Thereavaddha Buddhism shining
all over the empire as a result of his greatest achievement.

Thanks to our ancestors, without whose strenuous efforts in
preserving those historic monuments scattered all over 42 square
kilometers of Bagan, our national heritage could hardly be left intact.

Our proudest possession of the art of wall paintings architecture,
wood carving, stone sculpture etc. remain as a marvel of ancient
craftsmanship to the visitors and scholars from around the world. Since
Bagan is inseparable from Myanmar and vice versa; we Myanmars of
course should know more about Bagan.

Customarily ancient people used to note measurements, weights
and periods relating to significant matters and moments in words and
verses for easier memorizing. Thus the following versified popular saying:-

The sound of bullock carts axles;

That brings about more and more noises:- was left and has
been prevailing ever since.

Out of the four words of first stanza in Myanmar “Hlé-win-yo-
than”, the first three words stand for Wednesday and the last one for
Friday. When put into seven days-a-week-names’ equivalent numbers
in Veda, these 4 words equate with 4446 in figures accordingly. Quite
naturally itis very hard to know about the number of such a lot of pagocas.
Hence to impart some knowledge to the readers to know mers about
outstanding pagodas, temples and caves, the relevant fa<is and data




are herewith mentioned in brief. However, it is admitted that this bookiet
; as a matter of fact aims at high lighting just major features among some
prorninen'ily varying stupas and temples.

In fact what a fascinating and fastidious craftsmanship of
Myanmar's the one and only place where invaluable treasure troves got
buried, ancient cultural city Bagan it is!

X X XX

Bagan

Bagan is but a site where accumulation of religious
historical, cultural, archaeological and art treasures stored up, and for
Myanmar it boasts one of the most famous art galleries in the world.

X X XX




Emergence of the Great Kingdom of Bagan.

After the destruction of Tharekhittara, Pyus moved to upcountry
and settled there together with races migrating along Ayerwady from the
northeast"region. Thus King Thamondarit AD 107 began to build a city
with the dwellers in 19 villages at Yonhlukkyun that marked the first Bagan.
It is situated in Nyanung Oo district, Mandalay division.

XXAX
Area of Bagan

Four miles fo the south there lies Twinn village, from there 4
miles to the northeast Kondangyi village, then 2 % miles to the north
Tetthe village, again 2 % miles to the east stone-cave tunnel lies, from
there along Ayerwady 11 miles down to the starting point Twinn village,
within a radius of 24 miles there scatter stupas, pagodas, caves,
monasteries and temples discernible from afar.

Various kinds of structures:

Bell shaped stup’as

Sinhalese dagaba-alike pagodas
One-storey cave structures

Two, three and four-storey buildings
Under ground tunnels

Single hall type Kalakyaungs
Monasteries

Pittakataik, Libraries

Theindaw, Simas

Various names of Bagan

1. Paukarrama

2. Arimaddana
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3
4
5
6
7
8
9
0

— kel
[ % .

13.
14.
15.
16.

. Ponagama

. Pyugama

. Tampawady

. Thiripissaya

. Sanbumagama
. Pakkupalasa

. Nagaguttama

. Paramapura

. Samadinagama
. Tampadesa

Velukarama
Pugarama
Pagan
Bagan

The Kingdom of Bagan had been reigned by 55 Kings
consecutively and lasted 1262 years since AD 107 till 1369. However, in
Myanmar era 646 during the reign of King Narathihapate, aptly called
Taroppyemin as he fled down the Ayerwady ahead of invading Mongol

troops.

His flight caused civil and political unrest that led to gradual

_de_clirie of Bagan's power. Despite great efforts by his successors, such

as kyawzwa, Sawnit and Sawmonit, the Kingdom of Bagan failed to gain

former glory

end.

and at the time of the 55" last King Sawmonit it came to an




1% Bagan

2"Bagan

3" Bagan

23
24
25

26-

27

Thamaondarit
Yathekyaung
Pyusawhii
Htiminyin
Paik Yinmin
Paikthinli
Thinlikyang
Kyaungdurit
Thiftan
Thuye
Tharmonpya
Thaiktaing
Thinlikyaungnge
Thinlipaik
Khanlaung
Khanlat
Htuntak
Hiunpyit
Htunchit
Poppa Sawrahan
Shweonth|
Peikthon
Pelktaung
Ngakhwe
Myinkywe
Theinkha

Theihswun

107-152AD
152-167
167-242
242-209
295-324
324-344
344-387
387412
412-439
435-494
494-516
518-523
523-532
532-547
547-557
557-569
569-582
582-598
588-613
613-540
640-852
652-660
B860-710
710-716
718-728
726-734

734-T44

28
28
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
a7
g
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
48
47
48
43
50
51
52
53
54

55

Shwa laung
Htuntwin
Shwemhaut
Monlat
Sawkhunhnit
Khelu

Pyinbya
Tannet

Sale Ngakhwe
Theinkho
MyaungOo sawraham
Kunzaw Kyaungbyu
Kyizo '
Sokkate
Anawrahta
Sawlu
Kyansitha
Alaungsithu
MNarathu
Naratheinkha
Narapatilthu
Madaungmya

Kyazwa

‘Uzana

Narathih apate
Kyawzwa
Sawnit

Sawmonit

744-753
753-762
762-785
785-802
802-829
820-846
846-878
§78-908
96-915
915931
931-064
964-086
968-992
992-1044
1044-1077
1077-1084
1084-1113
1113-1167

1167-1174

1174-1211
11211234
1234-1250
1250-1255
1255-1287
1287-1200

12€2-1325

1325-1360 |

17111747 |




I. Monuments situated around NyangO
1. Shwezigon Pagoda

Located in the western part of NyaungQOo, it had been built by |

the two great Kings, Anawrahta and Kyansitha since 11" century AD with
its magnificent architecture Shwezigon obviously manifests a typical |
Myanmar pagoda. !

Based on three square terraces, circle of the dome, bell shaped
stupa rises, from the base up to the htidaw (umbrella) the structure stands | :
more than 150 feet high. On each of the pagoda's 4 sides there is a
niche each in which 13 feet high bronze statue of Buddha stands.

There are two stone inscriptions and-three great bells cast in
solid copper donated by King Kyansitha, Concerning the building of
Shwezigon there are legends and inscriptions that speak i the
enshrinement of the sacred relics of the tooth, collarbone ans irontlet in
. Shwezigon. '
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Shwemgon pagoda it had been built by King Kyansitha since 11" century
AD. It is low simple structure of brickwork with long dark corridors inside.
It was evidently supposed to have been of the then Buddhist monks.
Interior wall paintings such as images of Buddha, his footprints,
Buddhist monks and surprisingly inclusive of invading Mongol worriors.

3. Kyaukgu Umin, Temple
- - .,\-'#:1‘

- & horth east of NyaungQOo not far from the banX of

Ayerwady river, it was first built by Kyanéitha, and later renoveied and
accomplished by King Narapatisithu.




Built on the base of rock formation, the structure was of brickwork:
consisting of ground storey surmounted by two flights of terraces with a.
stupa on top. Inside the cave there remain a large statue of Buddaha,
two disciple arahats and other small Buddha images all made up of carved!
stone slabs. Beside the large Buddha image there are wallpaintings
depicting the process of Buddha's enlightenment.

4. Thamiwhet Umin (Hidden-daughter cave)

It is situated to the north-east of Hnget pyit;;;g the hill where
legend has that the bird-ogre was shot by the prince pyusawhti. The
cave seems to have been built and given the name in the time of King
Pyusawhti who slew the mythical bird-ogre with his mystic bow.

a Umin

5. Hmyat|
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It is situated to the north of Thamiwhet Umin and close to each

other. The caves and underground tunnels were man-made, hewn out of -

the rock by hand. Quiet and cool, canducive to prayer and recitation, it

looked an abode of monks.

Buddha statues inside the tunnels seemed to have been

sculptured at the time of construction of tunnels.

6. Sapada Pagoda

= S .. =

In honour of the venerable Sapada born in Sapada
village near Pathein who had studied pitaka in Shri Lanka, the stupa
was thus named after him. It was built at the time of King Narapatisithu.
So identical to that of Htuparama design at Anurada, Shri Lanka that
the Sapada pagoda represents a Iandmérk in the religious vistory of
two countries, Sri Lanka and Myanmar. '

e




of Narapatisithu in 12" century AD. It is a square structure with entrances
on all 4 sides, the archway protruding on the western side. lfiside the
temple measuring 24 feet wide, there stands a large Buddha statue in
the centre.

Wallpaintings displaying scenes from the Jataka, the Buddhist
missions sent far afield to propagate their faith by King Asoka, and the
pictures of all the 28" Buddhas proved to be highly artistic, and stucco-
carved decorations around the doorway perfected an art of high

]

excellence.

8. Kondawgyi Temple

Probably it ws given the name Kondawgyi (Great Holy Mouri3)
since it had been situated on a mound not far from Thetkyamur:. The
main square block was surmounted by the flight of terraces, 204 a large
stupa rose above the terraces.
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' The sight of
excellent stucco-carvings and
wallpaintings around and
inside the temple never failed
to impress foreign tourists.

9. Hngetpyittaung Pagoda

For the monks to abide a
monastery called Hngetpyittaung
Kyaoung was built, and it had been in

, progress since Bagan era, until Inwa and
Konbaung era.

There are inscriptions and
wallpaintings inside a small cave
situated on the hill top. To the
south there also remain

Hngetpyittaung Umins.

e
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ll. Monuments around Wetkyi-in
10. Gubyaukgyi Temple (Wetkyi-in)
Situated to the southeast of Wetkyi-in village, it had been built

by King Nadaungmya since 13" century AD. Pyramid-like spire based
on the main square block was no doubt inspired by Mahabodhi temple
at Budh Gaya. £

Inside the temple there are paintings of scenes of episodes
from Jatakas are depicted in pictures and each scene is painted on a
small square panel. One big footprint of Buddha is painted on the hall
ceiling. dn the wall Buddha’s throne there painted pictures of an army of

- evil spirits led by Mara, the Chief Devil.

11. Htilominlo Temple

Situated on the rightside of the broad road to NyaungOo, it was
built by King Nadaungmya in 1218 AD. It is also called in Pal
Tilokamingala; Blessing of the three words.

Htilominlo Tempieis a large one with a main entrance wall facing

) east and three archways on other three sides. It is a two storeyed temple




having four image of Buddha in each of ground storey and upper storey.

Flight of terraces faced with pieces of sandstone glazed in green, rose

above the upper storey. " .
its wallpaintings are not well preserved. Some parts of the wall

are whiﬂie washed, and big elephants are painted on them.

12. U Pli-Theln (Sima)

U Pali-Thein takes its name from a monk called U Pali. Since
few ordination halls of Bagan period remain in good repair, the U Pali-
Thein manifests a rarg and interesting example.

-—

The waflpaintings and Buddha images are supposed to be a

work of 18" century AD.

13. Alodawpyi Pagoda
Itis on the north side of the broad road to NyaungOo, buil: by
King Kyansitha in 11" century AD. Inside the cave there remazin four

Buddha images. The pictures on the walls have Mon gloss, and the
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descriptions express much more in detail than those of Myingaba
Gubyaukgyi.

Damaged by a strong earth quake in 1975, it was renovated by
venerable monk U Aria Wintha, and it becomes a pagoda of great renown
ever since, '

Iii. Inside old Bagan city and along the main road
14. Pitakattaik (Library)

Situated near the Tharapa Gate on the Westside of it, it was
built by King Anawrahta to house the thirty sets of Pitaka which he brought
from Thaton together with captive King Manuha from Thaton.

Its wallpaintings are not well preserved. Some parts »¢ the wall
are white washed, and big elephants are painted on them. '
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15. Thatbinnyu Temple.
Situated inside old Bagan city, it was build King Aloungsithu in
about 1155AD. It

stands the largest and tallest among other
pagodas.Qutwardly it looks like two storeyed
temple, however, it is actually four storeyed.
It is regrettable that a number of mural
paintings had disappeared under the
whitewash.

To the south west
ki e [ of Thatbinnyu in a
------- it = s > monastery compound
there remain two

P

gl ""ﬁﬁa ssive

stone pillars
to support the huge
bronze bell cast of pure copper, 10000 adula in weight.

16. Ngakywe Nadaung Pagoda
Located to the north of Thatbinnyu,
it was built by King Thayemin in 10*
century AD. The Pagada was built in the
shape of the ear ornament of Ngakywe,

a legendary strong man of Bagan.

Design of the structure
similar to that of the Bawbawayi
pagoda of Tharekhittara, the
work Seems 0 date
P during the reign of

o .Kirig Taungthugyi.

2388884



17. Nathlaung Kyaung Temple
Located to the west of Thatbinnyu it was built by King Kyansitha

in 11" century AD. Now the temple is much damaged, however, what
remains is merely the main hall and the superstructure.

Inside the Temple a central pillar supports the superstructure.
: On each side of the pillars are alcoves

adorned with pilasters to hold the
images of Vishnu. The only Hindu
temple at Bagan, Nathlaung
Kyaung was probably built to
accommodate the religious
needs of Bramin artisans who
came to reside at Bagan.

18. Pahtothamya Temple -

The Pahto-thamya is a temple of early style. It consists of main
block 90 feet square, adjoined by a vaulted hall. Above three flights of

terraces a dome rises.
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Niches in the interior walls hold stone images of the Buddaha,
and there are mural paintings and inscriptions in Mon. It is traditionally
believed that it was built by King NyaungOo Sawrahan in 110 century
AD.

19. Shwegugyi Temple
Situated inside old Bagan, to the north of Tharapa

Gate, it was built by King Alaungsithu in 1141 AD. Set into the inner
walls is an inscription on two stone slabs in Pali. It also records the

constructions of Shwegugyi which began in May and compieted in

December 1131 taking seven months. -
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The chronicles
say that builder of the temple
Alaungsithu was assassinated by
his son Narathu in the same temple
he built.

20. fharapa Gate
.King Pyinbya established the walled city of Bagan with 12 gates;

however, the Tharapa Gate is the one and only left now. In front of the
Gate are two massive shrines containing images of the Mahagiri spirits,
brolh'ér Nga Tintde on the left and sister Thonbanhla on the right.

- .The ren:laining right side wall discloses the construction to be
quite a'mazing. It is made up of double-layered wall in which there lies
secret passage leading to the palace as a safe exit.

21. Kadawpalin Temple (Throne of obeisance)

As the site of construction of the Kadawpalin is where King
Alaungsithu made obeisance to his forefathers. Thus it has been
traditionally called the Kadawpalin. It was first built by King Narapatsithu,

but left unfinished, and his successor son, King Nadaungmyz completed
it.
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* From the base structure to the uppermost stupa top it
is 180 feet high. It is a double storeyed temple with porticos on four -
sides, the main entrance is larger than others, and facing east. In each
of the two storeys there is a large seated image of Buddha.

22. Mahabodhi Tesfjple

It is made a replica of the Mahabodhi Temple of Budh
Gaya where the bodhi tree grows under which the Lord Buddha attained
Enlightenment. It was built by King Nadaungmy ain 1215 AD. The
entrance of the temple faces east like the original at Budh Gaya.

' Inside the temple there remain two large images of
Buddha in each of the storeys, ground and upper. Above the hase
structure of quadrangular block there rises a pyramidal spire witti niches
containing 465 small images of Buddha.
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23. Bupaya

Situated in the north of oid Bagan, perched on the curved bank
of Ayerwady river, it was built by King Pyusawhti during 3™ century AD,
Since its shape so silimalar to gourd fruit vegetable that Bupaya takes
its name from the “Bu” in Myanmar which is gourd.

The pagoda has a bulbous dome § similar to that of stupa built

by Pyus at Tharekhittara-such as Bawbawgyi, Payama,

Payagyi. Damaged by earthquake in
1975 the Bupaya has been
reconstructed in the shape and
size of the original.

' 24. Ananda '—l'omple
Located in the northeast of Tharapa Gate, it was built by King
K)}ansitha in 1090 AD. The structure has spot lighted perfect achievement
of early style of the temple architecture. Inside the rnam block two narrow

vaulted corridors run parallel to each other along the four sides. The
block of masonry in the centre that support the super structure above,
has a tall alcove on each of its four sides with each of four standing
images of Buddha 31 feet tall.

The cun;:dors are full of niches which house small ston= images
of the Buddha. A series of eighty reliefs in the two lower tiers of niches in

3
Al

N3



the outer corridor which depict the final life of the birth to
his Enlightenment is well worth noting.

There is a vast collection of green glazed terracotta plaques in
the Ananda which depict Buddha’s v'ictory' over Mara, the Evil sprit and

his army, and the Buddha’s 550 lesser lives and 10 major lives _of Jataka.

25. Bagan Museum _

Learned scholar Mr. Taw Sein Kho, the superintendant,
Archaeological survey established the very first Archaeological museam
at Ananda temple in 1904 Then the. Department of Archaeology built an
octangonal structure to the north of Kad'awpali'n temple in October 1979. '

'_Agair!- a new Archaeological museum was constructed in 1995,
and opened on the 17" Aprif of 1998. There include one Special exhitiion
hall and other eight halls specifically exhlbitmg the Buddha images, wall
pamtmgs fine arts architecture, and literature of Bagan era.
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IV. Monuments at Minnanthu and Phwasaw villages
26 . Sulamani

Located to the south of Minnanthu village it was built during the
reign of King Narapatisithu. The Sulamani consists of two storeys with
porches on all four sides, however, the main entrance facing east is
extending further than the others.

Bath storeys are surmounted by the flight of wide tarraces with
small stupas at the corners. Glazed tarracotta plaques of different sizes
and patterns decorate the terraces. The inner walls of the temple are
decorated with paintings of late 12'" century as well as 15" century. All
are in a good state of preservation.

27. Loka Hteikpan Temple

Located a furlong away to the north of Shwesandaw, it was built
by King Alaungsithu in 11" century. Fortunately the interior deccrations
of paints and inscriptions remain almost intact. Using UNESCO chémicéls
all pictures now appear almost new. The inscriptions in Mon and Myanmar
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major lives of the jataka.

28. Mingala Pagoda

King Narathihapate first began building the Mingalazedi in 1268,
and stopped for a long while as a prophecy arose that:- “The pagoda is
finished, the Kingdom is disintegrated.”

Oniy when the venerable monk Panthagu came and reproached
the King gently, Narathihapate resumed the work and thus construction
completed after a long lapse of six years.

Design of the structure is taken as the prototype of the
Shwezigon. The Mingalazedi has green glazed jataka plaques of about
1250 AD. However, a visiting geologist Fritz von Noefling took over a
hundred of the best plaques to Berlin in 1891. At present aboui 320
jataka plaques remain on the pagoda.
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V. Monuments at Myingaba
29. Gubyaukg

_ Situated to the north of Myingaba village, the Gggyaukgyi was
built by the prince Rajakuma in 1113 AD. In the last days of the sick King
Kyansitha, his son, heir-apparent Rajakuma made an image of Buddha
all of gold, and enshrined in the Gubyaukgyi dedicating::it to the King.

Gubyaukayi is noted for the paintings of earfiest Bagan. They
are of some interest because they are the Mahayanis kind of pictures-in
a hall essentially Hinayanist.

: There are two identical texts of the dedicatory inscriptions, but

' unfortunately one of which is damaged. Sometimes referred to as the
Myazedi inscriptions for it was first found near the adjoining Myazedi
pagoda. The inscription is in Mon, Myanmar, Pyu and Pali, and is one of
the' éérjiesi inscription in Myanmar.

30. Apeyadana Temple

Located to the south of Myingaba village, it was built by ¥ing
Kyansitha in 11" century. Tradition says the site of the Apeyaciang is to
mark the place where Apeyadana came to wait for her husbarid Kyansitha

when he was hiding from the wrath of King sawlu.




The Apeyadana has a main sqsuare block with a portico

projecting to the north, and slopping roofs and tarraces rise above it. At
the top the dome of the stupa is low and bell-shaped. There is a seated
image of the Buddha in a recess on the northem side of the central
block. Thé vaulted corridor runs around the central block, dimly lit by
three perforated windows on each side of the outer walls. The Apeyadana
has Branhmanic, Tantric and Uncanonical wall paintings pertaining not
to the pure Theravada.

31. Nagayon Temple ¢

Situated just across the road from Apeyadana built by King
Kyansitha, the Nagayon foreshadows his crowning achievement, the
Arnanda. There are the same slopping roofs, the same terraces, the
same corner stupas, the same spire and the same stupa tinial.

A portico in the north paved with green glazed stones and the
niches holding stone relieves of the life of Buddha, provides access to
the Nagayon. Within the j
a huge standing image of | :

temple itself the central shrine contains
the Buddha protected by the hood of a
~ walls of corridor have niches holding

naga serpent. The
stone  sculptures depicting the Buddhas of previous
ere to Gotama, as well as paintings showing

scenes from the jataka
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32. Myazedi (Emerald Pagoda)
Located to the north of Myingaba village close to the
Gubyaukgyi, the Myazedi pagoda was built by the Prince Rajakuma,
son of King Kyansitha, in the Myanmar era 475. The outstanding
inscription in Mon, Myanmar, Pyu and Pali was found near Myazedi.
Thus it is popularly referred to as Myazedi inscription which attract the
attentions of scholars most.

33. Manuha

Located on the main road of Bagan it was built by the captive
King Manuha in 1087 AD. The Manuha Temple is a square structure with
the upper storey smaller than the ground one. There are several stupas
on the roof of the structure. Inside the temple there remain three seated
images of the Buddha.

34. Lokananda
Erected to the
of Ayerwady river, it was

south of Thiripyisya right on the bank

built by King Anawrahta during 11"
cenfury. The sacred tooth relics donated by King
Dattusena of Srilanka were being enshrined inside the
called Lokananda Pagada.

four stupas enshrined with

stupa, and thus it is

Qut of the
. Buddha's sacred tooth relics were erected on
four corners of Bagan city, it is the one on

the south-western corner of Bagan.




n | A I ok Nl AN \ L 1
dow b ow o v Mo by o kg ow v o ok alsge

35. Tantkyitaung Stupa
Located on the west side across the Ayerwady river, it was
built by King Anawrahta, and maintained by his successor Kings,
Kyansitha, Narapatisithu, Nadaungmya and Narathihapate.
#it is popularly believed that one would have prayers answered,
thereafter more and more pilgrims used to go and get their wishes
fulfilled.

36. Taywintaung Pagoda

Erected on a hilltop based an thirty two elephants, the stupa
was built by King Anawrahta during 11" century. From the hillside where
mortor road ends along the ascending passage, the stone sculptures of
lord Buddha and his disciple Arahats depict their march of the Dhamma
journey to Sunapranta State.

At the foot of hill there remain several stone caves wherein the
most Reverend Shin Arahan was supposed to have practiced insight
meditation, and an old Sima donated by Sawrahan.

On the west side foot of hill the Myakan (Emerald Pond) and
the inscription post erected nearby reveals to the scholars and historians
that it is another interesting feature of the spot like Myazedi

37. Fire - avoid Temple

Situated to the west of Pahtothamya Temple, it was built by king
Narapati sithu in 1174 AD, There remains a stupa arising above the
decorated roofs at the centre of rectangular platform. However, the structure
had been completely rencvated by a monk named Pyinnya Delkba since
1178.




38. Nanpaya .
Located to the south - west of Manuha pagoda, it was buiit by

Nagathaman the grandson of Manuha, right inside the palace

where captive King Manuha had spent his last days. Nanpaya
happpens to be one of the four stupas made

of sandstone in Bagan.

and air ﬁenetrate into passageway and inner walls on which stcne reliefs
and murals proudly highlight the workmanship of Bagan period.

The base structure with perforated windows rough which iight




N r-

/. V. e s
CRRLTF I U LT U T L |

39. Dhammarajaka Pagoda

Situated to the sauth-west of Phwa Saw village, it was build by
king Narapatisithu in Myanmar era 560, Like shwezigon it is discernible
vividly from afar. Unlike other conventional designs it is pentagonal at the

base where 5 Buddha images remain on each side.

P =t Sy P - — - ﬂ
Inside the hall wallpaintings and glazed plaque$ depict the

previous life stories of the Buddha.

40. Dhammayangyi
Situated on the north side of the road to Minnamthu village, it

was built in 1171 by the notorious king Narathu who murdered his own




father, his brother and his wife. In order to conciliate or compensate for

his sins, he built such a mammoth temple with it's inner passageway and
ventilation shafts closed thereby setting a puzzle for later generations.

However, workmanship of the temple happened to be incredibly
marvelous. The image of Buddha in the eastemn hall was sculptured out of
a single marble slab. In the northern hall there is a rectangular stone pillar
with inscription reading the donation list of one Ah Sawlat.

41. Pyatthada pagoda _
Located on the south side of road to west Phwasaw village, it

was built in memeory of the venerable Dhamma Thirimaha by king Kyaswa
= The classical fagade had been partly
the flights of steps to up stair has

in 611 Myanmar era.
damaged, however
been renovated. The name of pagoda“Wwas given in
line with the meaning of bad day for the
history of its construction so happened to
be the most bizarre coincidence.
. The day on which

manufacture

of bricks began, the day on which foundation stone laid, and ali ths
memorable working days relating to the construction fell on the same day,

Pyatthada popularly regarded as the bad day.
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On account of his own unforgivable sins and wrorgdoings, the
donor king Kyaswa could not survive the completion of unpleasantly named
pagoda Pyatthada. He died a violent death thereby leaving the pagoda
construction unfinished.

42, Nadnmdamylnnya pagoda

It was situated to the north of Minnanthu village. There
are masterpiece painting of the old Bagan remain still intact in the temple.
Apart from paintings of Buddha's usual life stories, there also are Mara's
( the evil spirit ) daughters scantily dressed in different postures seducing
the Lord Buddha in vain.

The temple is so rich with the works of art it could be
termed the art gallery. It was a place wherein the venerable Monk Nanda
Pyinnya had lived for 17 years from 621 till 838 Myanmar era during the
reign of king Narathihapate.
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. pagodas triplet is one of the most interesting structure of old Bagan, for

the name of donor is still unknown. It is assumed that the pagodas were

" left unfinished as the king and people fled the country when the Mongol
Army invaded Bagan. .

There are fascinating wall paintings inside the eastern pagoda

and the middle one, but none in the western pagoda.

44, Gupizatgyi Pagoda
Located to the north of Shwetisaung pagoda, it had been built

since the time prior to Kyansitha's reign, some 3 researchers

assumed.

. ‘There are wall paintings
pillérs inside the hall. On eyl
western side Mara army
_Pictureé were g, {
painted toaetﬁer' =¥/
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45. Laymyethna Gu Paya
Situated to the north of Minnanthy village, it was bullt by the

minister Anandathura who served under the kinglf Nadaungmya in 6586

Myanmar era.
1Out of two walls around the Pagoda, the outer
one had already been damaged There is . a brick building of
Dhamma Hall, a monastery and I, layman's
dwelling. As the pagoda belongs to e__ e
Minnamthu village, the Buddhs o NaTA
puja ceremony has been held; . s
annually by the villagers .. :
ever since the
accomplishment g

its construction”™

The two Pefleik ngodas were
assumed to have been built by the king
Anawrah&a(1044—107?) Like twin pagodas
oih possess identical shape and structure:
n the galler-like cloister around the base of
two pagodas, there remain earthen
tarracotta plaques de picting the life story
of Buddha.
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