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Reference: Our Tragic Love Story
by Johnny Dodd,
People Magazine.

photographs by Cheyenne Ellis.
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cat turds and glassy bacon strips
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&iqéz- The inspiration comes
to me from window itself, from
watching the sunset through the
pane. If I stare long enough, I can
erase the sky with its reddish-gold
tints and conjure in its place a
reddish-gold sea. Soon the clouds
start to form a whole new seascape:
of large and small islands, breakers
and beaches. A golden archipe!lago
is what [ see now, afloat on a fiery
ocean.
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‘i_‘]é : -~ What woke me was a
bright light, a clammy chill. A giant
moon was by my side, sidling so close
I could feel its breath on my skin.
The carit driver was singing in a
warbly voice. He sang about a frog,
the great frog in the sky that opened
its mouth once every few weeks to
swallow the moon and darken the
sky. The cartwheels made a shrieking
music, keeping tune to his song. |
searched the skies for signs of the
frog, but all I could see was the moon
by my side, the round and massive
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liqé:— Everything around me
was spinning. The boys had formes
circles and were playing wicker—b:ﬂ.
keeping ir aloft with their heads.
knees and feet, The girls were playing
with paper streamers, making circies
in the air. High above the temple.
the swaying bamboo poles were
paying out their pennants-silver amé
gold, silver and gold- that wiggled
and swam in the wind.

moam[g§- ogevoioas
coas ordecoooncst qpesalip
51 $gt ot elg oveepeepst
(gio05agfmear [pEeosicps:
§ pooldepn ofrogpo:er
qproooqpdons [ ,epean cfe
epoen coppiconSar esléaagos
¢ e0aldr0fc1u86:2035 olicj
Bl cfoSigpSelrap oish
o ogs¢ e egaceg e
o002 [agaroapapeon (engycd
50 2o6)
Q

4 clé 1- We played cards; we
played checkers; we played tic-tac-
toe, We busied ourselves with the raie
we stared at the rain; we listened
the rain, for keeping our bedding
and clothing dry.
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ﬁcté:- Yes, I see movriains now
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rising up through the mist. I see
fimestone columns, and bridges
fragile as fish bones strung across
the chasms. I see the path I must
take, up and down through the
walleys, past burning fields and lush
szrraces, past farmers in their ditches,
past women with their heavy loads

on the way to their markets, and

. children harvesting the poppy fields

that stain the hills crimson.
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