


Zwe Maodern Burmese Pocts

L

Minthuwun - Sclected Poems

Minthuwan is a true Burman. For all the alien
inllucnces around hom his language is Burmese
poure and undetiled. His themes, too. are Burmese,
Buddhist, cven traditianal. e it 3 scholarwho
has drunk deep of ancient Burma, of Pali, Pyv.
Ohl Mon,” and OJd Burmese. Yet lew of these
hocms are burdencd with scholarshig. Longwinded
rigmarole 1s utterly eschewed. With a few simple-
arnlul 1ouches the poct stamps his image on the
mind. ¢ delights in homeliness, colloquiality, I1n
villape hife and [nursery dittics. Even a forcigner
can feel the neatness af his lyric note. Yet out of
the sweetness cames forth  strength, *thestirengeh
of dcticucy, of onc who knuws and gtrusts his
feelings and dare shew them, of one who looks
inte his heart snd writes. —G. 12, Luce (1936).
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