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Rudyard Kipiling

On December 30, 1865, Rudyard Kipling was born
to British parents in Bombay, India. His childhood
wasn't especially happy, since he was raised by Indian
nurses for his first six years, then taken to England to
live with a foster family for the next five. He was then
sent to boarding school, where he edited the newspa-
per and began writing.

At age seventeen, Kipling returmned to India and
spent seven years writing stories and poems for maga-
zines. Many of these, as well as some of his later ones,
were based on Indian folk tales told to him by his child-
hood nurses. Others, especially those involving animals,
were influenced by Aesop’s Fables and the Uncle Remus
stories. Still others resulted from Kipling's living in En-
gland and America, and his travels to Australia, Japan,
and Africa.

Kipling's stories and poems for children were very
popular. The fifteen stories of Mowgli and his animal
friends who appear in The Jungle Book (1894) and The
Second Jungle Book (1895), along with his Just So Sto-
ries (1902), tell of wise and witty animals whose be-
havior is very human. They joke, boast, obey and dis-
obey laws, get in trouble and get punished. But they
also follow their own animal instincts in order to sur-
vive,

Novels, stories, and poems centering around
people added to Kip'ing’s popularity. Kim (1905) tells
the story of a poor orphan’s life among the Indian na-
tives. Captains Courageous (1897) centers around a rich
American boy rescued from drowning by a family of
New England fishermen. Kipling's most famous poem,
“Gunga Din,” recounts the tale of a gallant Indian boy
shot while carrying water to British soldiers.

During his lifetime and before his death in 1936,
Rudyard Kipling published twelve volumes of short sto-
ries, five volumes of poems, and six novels. He was

% ,,wﬂ'ded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1907.
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Jungle Book Story

(1)
Mowgli's Brothers
An unwelcome visitor

One warm evening Father Wolf* woke from his day’s
rest. Mother Wolf lay beside her four babies. The moon
shone into the mouth of their cave®, 'Time to go,’ said
Father Wolf. Just as he was going to leave the cave, a
little animal with a long tail came into the cave.

‘Good luck to you,' it said. ‘Have you a bone for
a hungry beggar?

It was Tabaqui the little jungle dog. The wolves all
hate Tabaqui. He is a beggar and a thief.

‘Come and look, said Father Wolf, ‘but there is no
food here.

‘For a wolf, ng,’ said Tabaqui.'But for a poor person
like me, 2 dry bone is a good feast.’ He found a bone
at the back of the cave and began to eat. 'All thanks
for this good meal,’ said Tabaqui. 'How beautiful your
children are!’
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Now Tabaqui knew that it was unlucky to say that.
It pleased him to make Father and Mother Wolf uncom-
fortable.

‘Shere Khan has changed his hunting® grounds,’
said Tabaqui. 'He will hunt in these hills for the next
month.’

Shere Khan was the tiger. He lived near the
waingunga River, twenty miles away. Father Wolf was
angry.'He must not do that!" he said. This is our hunting
ground. Why can't he hunt in his own place?

‘He is slow,’ said Mother Wolf. 'He has had a bad
foot all his life. That is why he only kills cows. Now the
village people of the Waingunga are angry with him.
So he has come here to steal cows from our village
people. Men will hunt for him in the Jungle, and that
will be bad for us . . . We have a lot to thank Shere
Khan for, Tabagui!

‘Shall | tell him?' asked Tabaqui.

‘Qut!’ shouted Father Wolf.'Get out and hunt with
your tiger friend. You have done enough damage for
one night.

‘I'm going,’ said Tabaqui quietly.'But it is true. You
can hear Shere Khan in the forest below!

Father Walf listened. He heard the dry, angry voice
of a tiger who has caught nothing and does not care
it the whole Jungle knows it

‘The stupid animal!’ said Father Wolf. 'Why start a
night's hunting with that noise?’ Does he think our wild
bucks* are like his fat cows?

* wolf, wild animal of the dog family which hunts for its food and lives
in big groups called packs. *cave, a place under the ground. *hunting,
going after wild animals for food or fun.

* ‘bucks, big male deer,

2
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‘Quiet ! He is not hunting buck, or cows, toight;
said Mother Wolf. ‘He is hunting Man.'

‘Man!’ said Father Wolf. He showed all his white
teeth. "Why must he eat Man, and in our hunting
grounds too?’

By the Law*® of the Jungle, no animal must kill Man.
The jungle animals know that if they do, terrible things
will happen. White men will come on elephants, with
guns. And hundreds of brown men will burn the grass.
That is bad for everyone in the jungle.

The tiger's voice grew louder. Then his thunder
changed to a cry of pain.'He has missed,’ said Mother
Wolf. 'What has happened to him 7'

"The stupid animal has burnt his feet in a wood-
man's camp fire," said Father Wolf. ‘Tabaqui is with him.



“What Madness!”
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The man's cub

‘Something is coming up the hill,’ said Mother
Wolf. ‘Get ready.’ Father Wold got ready to jump. Then
he stopped in surprise. There in the cave mouth was
a brown baby. He was just old enough to walk. He
looked up into Father Wolf's face and laughed.

'‘Man!' said Father Wolf. ‘A man's cub®’

| have never seen a man's cub,’ said Mother Wolf.
'Bring him here.

Father Wolf picked up the child and carried him
to his wife.

‘How little! And quite unafraid! said Mother Wolf
softly. The baby was pushing the wolf cubs away; he
wanted milk.'Ah! He is taking his meal with the others.
So this is a man's cub!

The cave became suddenly dark. Shere Khan's
great head and shoulders were in the cave mouth.
‘Good evening, Shere Khan,'said Father Wolf. "What can
we do for you?'

‘A man's cub went this way, said the tiger. 'Give
it to me.'

Father Wolf knew that the cave mouth was too
narrow for the tiger. They were all safe. The wolves are
a free people,’ said Father Wolf.'We do rot follow you,
Shere Khan. The man's cub is ours. We shall kill it if we
choose. 1

‘Quiet, dog, and give it to me!’ The tiger’s voice
filled the cave with thunder. Mother Wolf stood up and
jumped forward. Her eyes were like two green moons
in the dark. ‘Listen, Three-Feet, the man's cub is mine

* |aw,a set of rules that people or animals live by, "cub, a baby wolf,
bear, tiger, lion, etc.
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— mine! He will now die. He will live, and run with the
Pack® and hunt with the Pack. And in the end — he
will hunt you! Now go back to your mother. Get on your
burnt feet and go!

Shere Khan saw her bumning eyes and was sud-
denly afraid. He turned to go.You are safe enough in
your own cave! But we shall see what the Pack says
about this Man Cub. The cub is mine, and | shall have
him in the end — you thieves!’

Mother Wolf lay down again among the cubs.
Father Wolf said in a serious voice. 'Shere Khan is right
about one thing. We must show the cub to the Pack
Do you still want to keep him, Mother?'

'Keep -him! He came by night, alone and very
hungry. But he was not afraid. Look, he has pushed one
of my cubs to one side already. Keep him? Of course
| will keep him. Lie still, Little Frog®. Little Mowgli. That
is my name for you — Mowgli the Frog. One day you
will hunt Shere Khan and kill him!

‘But what will the Pack say?" asked Father Wolf.

“We will show him to the Pack with our own cubs,’
said Mother Wolf. ‘Then we shall see.

* pack, 2 big group of wild animals that hunt together.
*frog, a small swimming animal which lives in water and jumps very
well.

6
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‘Look well, O Wolves!

When the four wolf cubs could run a little, Father
and Mother Wolf tock them with Mowgli to the great
Rock. That was the wolves' meeting-place. Akela was
their leader. He sat on the Rock, and Forty wolves of
all sizes, colours and ages sat in a circle below him. The
cubs played in the centre of the circle. One by one, the
cubs were shown to the Pack. Each time this happened,
Akela called, "You know the Law. Look well, O Wolves!'

At last it was Mowgli's turn. He sat there and
laughed, and played with his toes. Akela called "Lock
welll' From behind the Rock came the voice of Shere
Khan. ‘The cub is mine. Give him to me. What do the
Free People want with a man's cub?

Akela did not move his ears.'Look well, O Wolves!'
he said again. Look welll’

A young wolf took Shere Khan's question and
threw it back at Akela: ‘What do the Free People want
with a man’s cub? Now, the Law of the Jungle says this:
If there is any quarrel about a cub, two members of
the Pack must speak for him — not, of course, his
parents,'Who speaks for this cub?’ said Akela. There was
no answer. Mother Wolf got ready to fight for her Little
Frog's life.

Only one other animal can come to the Pack
meeting. That is Baloo the big brown bear. He teaches
the wolf cubs the Law of the Jungle. Now Baloo spoke.

‘I speak for the man’s cub,’ he said. 'Accept him,
O Wolves. Let him run with the Pack. | myself will teach
him.'

“We need one more,’ said Akela.'Baloo has spoken,
and he is our teacher for the young cubs. Who else
speaks for the Man Cub?

-]
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Bagheera pays the price

A black shape dropped down into the circle, It was
Bagheera the Black Panther®. Everyone knew Bagheera.
He was brave and wise and strong. ‘O Akela,’ he said,
1 am not a member of the Pack. But the Law of the
Jungle says this: The life of 2 new cub may be bought
at a price. | want to pay that price. The cub is small and
weak, and it is wrong to kill him. | killed a bull* tonight.
| will give it to you if you will accept the man's cub.
Do you agree?’

The wolves all spoke at once. 'Why quarrel?’ The
cub will soon die. Let him run with the Pack now.Where
s the bull, Bagheera? We accept him.' And then came
Akela's deep cry: ‘Look well, look well, O Wolves!'

Mowali was still playing with his toes, The wolves
came one by one and looked at him. At last they went
to get the dead bull. Now only Akela, Baloo, Bagheera
and Mowagli's own wolf parents were left. They could
still hear Shere Khan's angry voice.

‘Shout, Shere Khan,' said Bagheera. 'One day this
litthe weak cub will kill you.

‘We have one well,' said Akela.’"Men and their cubs
are very wise. One day perhaps he will help us.

‘Perhaps he will. No one can hope to lead the Pack
for ever,’ said Bagheera.

Akela said nothing. He knew the panther was
right. There comes a day in the life of every leader: the
day when he fails to kill, and the Pack chooses a new
leader. 'Take him away,’ he said to Father Wolf; ‘and
teach him well.' And that is how Mowgli the Forg joined

the wolf Pack.
*  panther, a large animal of the cat family, * bull, the male cow or
buffala.
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Mowgli's lessons

For ten years he lived with the wolves. Father Wolf
taught him to hunt. When he felt hot or dirty he swam
in the forest pools. Sometimes he wanted honey (Baloo
taught him about that). Then he climbed trees as well
as any monkey. Bagheera gave Mowgli his first climbing
lessons, and the Man Cub was a good and quick pupil.
Mowgli took his place at the great Rock too, as a
member of the Pack. There he found out an important
thing. If he looked hard at any wolf, the wolf had to
look away. Sometimes Mowgli did this, just for fun. At
other times he picked the long sharp thorns* out of
his friends’ feet with this clever fingers.

Sometimes Mowgli went down the hill by night.
He looked in an interested way at the men's huts. But
Baloo and Bagheera taught him to keep away from
men.

Mowgli loved to hunt with Bagheera in the dark
warm heart of the jungle. ‘Little Frog,’ said Bagheera
when Mowgli was still very young, 'you must never
hunt either cows or buffalo. They belong to Man. That
is the Law of the Jungle. And, because | bought your
life with a bull, you must not touch them either.’ Mowgli
never forgot that.

But he forgot something else, something very
important."Shere Khan is your enemy,” Mother Wolf told
him many times. "You must kill him, one day.’ Now a
young wolf always remembers things like that. But
Mowgli was only a boy, and he forgot.

In those ten years Akela grew older and weaker.

* thoms, sharp pointed things that grow on plants.

aloo and Bagheera at the Rock of Council | 1
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Shere Khan made friends with many young wolves in
the Pack.'Why do you let a dying wolf and a man's cub
lead you? Shere Khan asked them. ‘They tell me that
you cannot look into the Man Cub’s eyes. The young
wolves were ashamed and angry.

Bagheera had eyes and ears everywhere. He knew
about this. Take care, he told Mowgli.'Shere Khan hates

[

you.

Mowgli only laughed.'| have the Pack, and | have
you and Baloc. | am not afraid.

‘Little Brother, how many times have | told you
that Shere Khan is your enemy?

‘Many times,’ said Mowgli.'l am sleepy, Bagheera.
Shere Khan cannot hurt me.

“This is no time for sleeping. Baloo knows it, and
| know it. The Pack knows it; even Tabaqui has told you.'

“Tabaqui!’ laughed Mowgli. 'He came to me yes-
terday, and | pulled his tail!

"That was stupid. You should listen to him. Open
your eyes, Little Brother. Remember, Akela is very old.
Soon the day will come when he will not kill his buck.
Then he will be leader no more. Shere Khan has taught
the young waolves that a Man Cub has no place in the
Pack. Soon you will be 2 man/

‘But why can't | stay with the Pack? said Mowgli.
4 was born in the Jungle. | have kept the Law of the
Jungle. | have pulled thorns from the feet every wolf
in the Pack. Surely they are all my brothers!’

12
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The mark of the collar

‘Little Brother, said Bagheera sadly, ‘feel under my
chin.’

Mowgli felt under the panther’s chin. He foung a
place where no hair grew.’No one in the Jungle knows
that | carry that mark,’ said the panther.’It is the mark
of a collar. | was born among men. My mother died in
the cages of the King at Oodeypoer. That was why |
paid the price for you long ago. Yes, | too was born
among men. | never saw the Jungle. They kept me in
a cage and fed me from an iron pot. Then one night
| thought,’l am bagheera the Panther, and no man's toy.’
Then | broke the silly lock with one blow, and | came
away. And because | kenw the ways of men, | became
more terrible in the jungle than any tiger.

‘That is true,’ said Mowgli.'All the Jungle fear you
— except mel!’

‘Oh, you are a mans cub,’ said Bagheera very
gently.l returned to the Jungle, and one day, you must
go back to men at last. They are your brothers, Mowgli.
You must go to them — if the Pack does not kill you.'

‘But why does anyone want to kill me?' said
Mowgli in surprise.

‘Look at me,’ said the panther. Mowgli looked into
the big green eyes. In half a minute the panther turned
his head away. That is why,’ he said.'No animal can look
into your eyes, The others hate you because of it. They
hate you because you are a man.

I did not know," said Mowgli sadly.

"What does the Law of the Jungle say? 'Kill first
and speak later’ You often forget that. | tell you, Little

13
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Brother, Akela is growing old. Every time he hunts, he
finds it harder to kill his buck. When he misses, the Pack
will turn against him and against you. They will hold
a meeting at the Rock , and-Listen! This is what you
must do. Go quickly to the men's huts and take some
of the Red Flower. Then you will have a strong friend
when the time comes. Get the Red Flower’

14
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The Red Flower

The panther meant fire. All Jungle animals are
afraid of it. The Red Flower? sid Mowgli. ‘It grows
outside the huts at night. | will get some. But are you
sure, Bagheera —' he put his arm round the beautiful
neck and looked deep into the panther’s big eyes —
‘are you sure that Shere Khan is doing all this?’

‘By the Broken Lock of my cage, | am sure’

‘Then | will kill Shere Khan for this,” said Mowgli,
and he hurried away.

Bagheera watched him go. 'Oh Shere Khan," he
:2id to himself, "that frog-hunt of yours ten years ago
was an unlucky day for youl’

Mowgli ran through the forest. He came to the
cave in the evening. The cubs were out. But Mother Wolf
was there. She knew that he was sad. 'What is it, Son?’
she asked.

‘Some silly talk about Shere Khan,' he said.’l shall
~unt near the men’s village tonight.” He ran on. Then
e stopped. A noise came to his ears — the noise of
+he Pack hunting. Wolf voices cried.'Akela! Show us how
strong you are! Kill, Akela! The leader jumped — and
~s32d. Mowgli heard his teeth shut on empty air. He
~eard the buck running away. Mowgli did not wait to
~ear anything more. He hurried on towards the men’s
village.

‘Bagheera was right,’ he thought. “Towmorrow is
an important day for Akela and for me.

He reached a hut and looked through the window.
~& saw the fire. A woman was putting sticks on it. In
+he cold grey early morning a child picked up a pot.
== filled it with fire. He put it under his blanket and

15
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tame outside.

‘Is it as easy as that? thought Mowgli.'If a cub can
do it, there is nothing to fear.” He went up to the child
and took the pot. Then he ran into the forest. The child
cried with fear and ran into the hut again.

Mowgli fed the little fire with dry grass. Half way
up the hill he met Bagheera.’Akela has missed his buck,’
said the panther. They wanted to kill him last night. but
they needed you too. They were looking for you on the
hill!

‘| was among the men's huts. | am ready. See!
Mowgli help up the pot of fire.

'Good! | have seen men put a dry branch into that
pot. Soon the Red Flower grew at the end of the stick
... Are you not afraid?

‘No. | remember now — if it was not a dream.
Before | was a wolf, | lay beside the Red Flower. It was
warm and pleasant.

16
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The meeting at the Rock

All that day Mowgli sat in the cave and fed the
fire pot. He found a good dry branch and tried lighting
t It worked. In the evening Tabaqui came to the cave.
You are wanted at the Rock,’ said Tabaqui. Mowgli only
laughed. He was still laughing when he came to the
Rock.

Akela layby the side of the Rock. This showed that
+he Pack had no leader now. Shere Khan and his young
wolf frieids were there, Bagheera lay close to Mowgli.
The fire pot was between Mowgli's knees. When every-
sne had arrived Shere Khan began to speak.

‘He has no right,’ said Bagheera softly. Tell him,
Mowgli. He will be afraid.’

Mowgli jumped up. Free people,’ he shouted,
‘does Shere Khan lead the Pack? What has a tiger to
do with us?

‘| was asked to speak —' Shere Khan began.

‘Who asked you?' said Mowgli. ‘Are we all like
Tabaqui? Do we all follow this — this cow-killer?”

There were shouts of 'Quiet, man’s cub! and ‘Let
him speak. He has kept our Law.' At last the oldest
wolves thundered: ‘Let the Dead Wolf speak.’ When a
leader of the Pack has missed his buck, he is called the
Dead Wolf for the rest of his life. That is not usually very
long.

Akela lifted his tired old head.'Free People — and
you too, dogs of Shere Khan! For many years | have led
you. The Law of the Jungle says that you can kill me
nere and now. Who will do it? The Law also says that
you must come one at a time.

No one spoke. Akela was still a terrible enemy.
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Then Shere Khan thundered: ‘Who cares about the
Dead Wolf? Kill the Man Cub! Free People, he was my
meat from the beginning. Give him to me. If you do
not, | will hunt here always, and | will not give you one
bone. He is man, a man’s child, and | hate him!

18
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‘Throw him out!”

Then more than half the Pack shouted, ‘A man! A
man! What has a man to do with us? Throw him out!
Let him go to his own people!

‘And turn all the people of the villages against us?’
said Sheré Khan. ‘Mo! Give him to me, He is a man, and
none of us can look into his eyes.

Akela lifted his head agin and said, 'He has eaten
our food. He has slept with us. He has hunted with us.
He has kept the Law of the Jungle.

‘Also, | bought his life with a bull,’ said Bageera.
“You accepted it — have you forgotten?’

‘No man's cub can live with the people of the
Jungle,’ thundered Shere Khan. ‘Give him to me!'

'He is our brother,’ said Akela. ‘But some of you
want to kill him. | have lived too long. | am ashamed
of you. Shere Khan has taught you to kill the men’s
cows. They say some of you even steal children now
... Well, | know | must die. But | say now: if you let
the Man Cub go to his own place, | will not fight you.
When my time comes to die, | shall not fight. That will
save three lives or more for the Pack. Accept, O Wolves!'

Kill the Man Cub! cried the young wolves. They
crowded around Shere Khan.

‘NMow the business is in your hands,’ said Bagheera
softly to Mowgli. 'We can do no more except fight.

Mowgli stood up with the fire pot in his hands.
He laughed at them all. But in his heart he was both
angry and sad. ‘Listen, you! he shouted. 'You have told
me many times tonight that | am a man. Very well, then
' am a man. 5o | will not call you my brothers any more.

call you dogs! That is the men's name for you. And
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you will do as | tell you — or | shall use this!' He threw
the fire pot on the ground. The dry grass caught fire
and all the wolves jumped back in fear.

Mowgli put his dry branch into the fire. Then he
waved it above his head.

“You are the master*,” said Bagheera softly. "Save
Akela from death. He was always your friend.

* master, someone whao is head over others,
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Shere Khan is afraid

‘Good! said Mowgli. He looked round slowly. | see
that you are dogs. | will leave you and go to my own
people — if they are my own people. The Jungle is
closed to me, and | must forget you all. You have not
been kind to me. But | shall be kinder than you are
because | was once your brother. | shall not lead the
man Pack against you. There will be no war between
us ... But | must do one thing before | go.' He stepped
towards Shere Khan and caught the great tiger by the
hairs under his chin. 'Get up, dog!' cried Mowgli. ‘Get
up when your master speaks — or | will burn you!'

Shere Khan's ears lay flat back on his head. He shut
his eyes. The burning branch was very near.

‘This cow-killer says he will kill me here, because
he did not kill me when | was a cub. Well, this is what
men do to dogs. We beat them, like this! If you move,
| will push the Red Flower down your throat!' He beat
Shere Khan over the head with the burning branch. The
tiger cried with fear. 'Pah! Burnt jungle-cat — go now!
But remember! Next time | come to the Rock, | shall
bring Shere Khan's skin with me.

‘Mow, Akela is free. You must not kill him.| am your
master, and | say you must not. And now, dogs — go!’
Mowgli beat the wolves with the burning branch. They
ran in fear. At last there were only Akela, Bagheera and
perhaps ten wolves. They were always on Mowgli's side.
Then something began to hurt Mowgli deep inside him.
He cried and cried, and strange salt water ran down
his face,

‘What is if?' he said.’l| do not want to leave the
Jungle. | do not know what is happening to me. Am
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dying, Bagheera?

‘Mo, Little Brother. Those are only tears*. Men have
them when they cry. Now | know you are a man,
NMowgli. You are not a cub any longer. The Jungle is
clased to you now. Let them fall, Mowgli. They are only
tears. So Mowgli sat and cried for the first time in his
life.

‘Mow," he said at last, | will go to the men. But first
| must say goodbye to my mother. He went to the cave.
There he cried on her warm shoulder. Her four cubs
were sad too.

You will not forget me?’ said Mowgli.

‘Mever,’ said the cubs.'Come to the foot of the hill
when you are a man, and we will talk to you. And we
will come and play with you at night

‘Come soon,’ said Father Wolf, "Wise Little Frog,
come again soon.

'Come soon,’ said Mother Wolf,'my little son. Listen,
child, | loved you best of all’

| will come,’ said Mowgli."And when | come | will
pring Shere Khan's skin. | will put it on the Rock . ..
Until then do not forget me!

And Mowgli went down the hill alone, to meet
those mysterious people — men.

* tears, the salt water that comes out of our eyes when we cry.
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(2)
“Tiger! Tiger!’
Mowgli reaches the village

So Mowgli left the wolf's cave after the fight with the
Pack. He went down to the fields where the men lived.
But he did not stop there because it was too near the
Jungle. He hurried on for almost twenty miles. At last
he came to a place that he did not know. There was
smooth flat land where the cows and buffaloes fed.
Little boys locked after these herds*. They shouted and
ran away when they saw Mowgli. He went towards the
village gate. By this time he was hungry. Now every
night the village people push a bit thorn bush in front
of their gate. This keeps animals out. Mowgli saw it and
smiled. ‘'S0 men are afraid of the Jungle People here,
too. He sat down by the gate. A man came out. Mowgli
stood up and pointed to his mouth. The man ran off
up the village street. 'Bring the priest™ he shouted.
The priest appeared. He was a big fat man dressed
in white. He came to the gate, and with him came a

* herds, large groups of grass-eating animals.
* priest, a man of God,
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large crowd. They all talked and shouted and pointed
at Mowgli.

'How silly men are,’ thought Mowgli. ‘Only the
monkerys are like that!

‘Do not be afraid,’ the priest told the crowd. This
child has lived with wolves, See the marks of the wolf-
bites on his arms and legs.’ Mowgli looked at the marks
in surprise. Of course, the cubs often bit Mowgli in play.
But these were not real bites, and he had never thought
about them before.

‘AhY said some of the women. "Wolf-bites, poor
child! He is a lovely boy. Messua, he is like your boy!

The one that the tiger took! said another woman.,
She looked at Mowgli. ‘He is like my son.

The priest was a clever man. He knew that Messua
was the wife of the richest man in the village. So he
looked up at the sky for 2 minute, and said in a serious
voice: The Jungle took your son; the Jungle has brought
him back. Take the boy into your house, and thank the
gods.

“This is like my first night with the Pack! said
Mowgli to himself. ‘Well, if | am a man, | must make
them accept me.

26
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‘Do you remember me?'

The woman led Mowgii to her hut. She gave him
milk and bread. Then she looked deep into his eyes.
‘Mathoo, oh Nathoo! she said. ‘Do you remember me?
Do you remember your new shoes, long ago?' She
touched his foot; it was as hard as bone.’No,” She said
sadly, ‘those feet have never worn shoes. But still, you
are very like Nathoo. And you will be my son.

Mowgli was uncomfortable. He could not under-
stand her language. ‘Well,’ he thought, 'l must learn.
When he was small Mowgli learned the calls of all the
Jungle People. Now he began to learn the language
of men. Before night he knew the names of many
things in the hut.

When it was time for bed, Mowgli did not want
to sleep in the hut. When Messua shut the door, he
climbed out through the window. ‘Let him sleep out-
side,’ said Messua’s husband. ‘Remember, he has never
slept in a bed before. If the gods have sent him to us,
he will not run away.'

So Mowgli lay down in some long grass at the
edge of the field. But before he closed his eyes a soft
grey nose touched him.

'Ha! said Grey Brother. (He was the oldest of
Mother Wolf's cubs) 'l have followed you for twenty
miles, and this is all | get! Bah — you smell of wood
smoke and cows. Just like a man already! Wake up, Little
Brother; | have news for you.

'Is everyone well in the Jungle? asked Mowgli. He
put his arms round the big wolf's neck.

‘All except the wolves that you burned with the
* magic. the art of doing mysterious things, usually by tricks,
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Fed Flower. Now listen. Shere Khan has gone away by
himself but when his burnt coat has grown again, he
will come and kill you.'

"We'll see about that! Grey Brother, thank you for
bringing me the news. Please do that for me, always.'

"You will not forget that you are a wolf? The men
will not make you forget? said Gery Brother.

‘Mever. | will remember that | love you and every-
one in our cave. But | shall also remember that the Pack
threw me out.

Perhaps the men will throw you out of their Pack
too. Men are only men, Little Brother. Their talk is like
the talk of forgs in the pool. | will come here again and
bring news. | will wait among the bamboos at the edge
of the fields.

For three months after that night Mowgh did not
often leave the village. He was very busy learning the
language and ways of men.First he had to wear clothes,
and he hated that. Then he had to learn about money
— and he did not understand that at all. Also, the little
children of the village made him very angry. Now the
Law of the Jungle teaches everyone to be patient. That
was lucky for the children. When they laughed and
pointed at Mowgli he wanted to tear them to pieces.

He did not know how strang he was. In the Jungle
he was weak beside the other animals. But in the
village, everyone said, ‘The Wolf Boy is as strong as a
buffalo!’

"Your son must go to work soon,’ the priest told
Messua,'Send him out tomaorrow, to look after the herd.
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Buldeo's stories

Mowgli was pleased, That night he went with the
other herd boys to the village club. The head-man and
the other old men of the village met under a great tree.
There they smoked their pipes and told stories. The
children loved to listen.

That night Buldeo, the old village hunter, was
there. He was an important man in the village because
he had a gun. He told wonderful stories of animals and
men and ghosts. The children listened with wide,
excited eyes. Most of the stories were about animals.
The Jungle was very near to the village. But Buldeo
showed that he did not know much about it. Mowgli
tried not to laugh at the hunter’s stories. But his
shoulders shook when Buldeo talked about Shere
Khan.

‘That tiger carried off Mussua'’s son ten summers
ago,” said Buldeo. It is no ordinary tiger, my friends. It
was a ghost tiger. Inside that body is a bad old man.
| know this is true ... Purun Dass had a bad foot, hadn't
he?

"Yes, yes,’ the others agreed.

‘Well, this tiger has a bad foot too. You can see
that, by his foot-marks.’

‘What silly talk! said Mowgli. ‘The tiger has a bad
foot because he was born like that. He is not a ghost
tiger. Why does Buldeo say these stupid things?'

Buldeo was too surprised to speak. At last he said,
'Ah! So it is the Jungle boy! If you are so wise, catch
the tiger and bring his skin to Khanhiwara. The white

* rupees, pieces of Indian money.
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=en will give a hundred rupees® for it. If you can't do
at — be quiet while men are talking.

Mowgli got up.’l have sat here all evening,’ he said,

1 all that time, Buldeo has not said one true word
about the Jungle. But the Jungle is just outside your
doars. How, then, can | believe his stories of ghosts and
gods?

Mowgli turned and went away. ‘It is time for that
boy to go out with the herd, said the head-man. Buldeo
was too angry to answer.

In most Indian villiges a few boys take the buffalo
herd out to feed in the early morning. They Stay with
them all day. Then at night they bring them back to
the village. These big strong animals will let gquite small
boys drive them. While the boys stay with the herd they
are safe. Not even the tiger will attack then but if they
stop to pick flowers or hunt for frogs, they are in danger.
They must always stay with the herd.
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~ews of Shere Khan

The next moring Mowgli sat on the back of
Z2ma. Rama was the biggest bull. He was the leader
of the herd. Mowgli made it clear to the other herd
boys that he, Mowgli, was the master. He beat the
animals with a long stick of bamboo. "You take the
cows,’ he told the other boys, 1 will look after the bulls”
Mowgli drove them to the place where the Waingunga
River came out of the Jungle. Then he dropped down
from Rama'’s neck. He found Grey Brother among the
bamboos.

‘| have waited many days, Little Brother. What are
you doing with the buffalo-herd?’

‘| have to take care of them,’ said Mowgli. 'What
news of Shere Khan?'

‘He has come back. He waited here a long time
for you. Now he has gone again to look for food but
he means to kill you.'

‘Very good,’ said Mowgli.'While he is away, will you
or one of the four brothers sit on that roeck over there?
Then | can see you on my way out of the village each
morning. When Shere Khan comes back, leave the rock.
Wait for me in that ravine* by the big tree. We need
not walk into Shere Khans's mouth.

Then Mowgli lay down in the shade and slept.
Looking after the herd is an easy, pleasant job.

Day after day Mowgli led the herd out to feed. Day
after day he saw a wolf on his rock. So he knew Shere
Khan was still away. Day after day he lay on the grass
and listened to the noises around him. He dreamed of
the old days in the Jungle.

Then one day Mowgli locked up at the rock and
Grey Brother was not there. He laughed and drove the
herd to wards the ravine. Grey Brother was there. 'He
* ravine, a deep, narrow valley.
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hid for a month, to make you feel safe. But now he is
back. He came last night with Tabaqui.’

‘I am not afraid of Shere Khan,' said Mowgli. ‘But
Tabaqui is very clever’

‘Have no fear,’ said Gery Brother. | met Tabaqui
early this morning. Now he is dead. But he told me
everying before | broke his back. Shere Khan is going
to wait for you at the village gate this evening. He is
resting now in the big dry ravine of the Waingunga.'

‘Has he eaten today?' asked Mowgli. The answer
meant life or deathe to him.

‘He killed early this morning — a pig. He has drunk
too. Shere Khan does not like to go hungry.

“The stupid animal! So he has eaten and drunk.
And he thinks | shall wait until he has slep! Gery Brother,
where is he resting? We cannot kill him ourselves but
if | can make the buffaloes charge® ... They will only
charge if they can smell him. | cannot speak their
language. Can we get behink Shere Khan, and let the
herd smell him?

'He swam in the Waingunaga to kill his smell,’ said
Grey Brother.

‘Tabagui taught him that — Shere Khan is too
stupid to think of that for himself’ Mowgli thought
carefully. The big raving of the Waingunga . . . it opens
out anly half a mile from here. | can take to herd round,
through the Jungle to the head of the ravine. Then we
can sweep down — but he will get out at the foot of
the ravine. We must close up that end. Grey Brother,
can you divided the herd in two for me?”

‘Mot alone, perhaps — but | have brought a friend.
Grey Brother gave a call and a great grey wolf ap-
peared.

L

*charge, to run against, and attack
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‘owgli's plan

‘Akela!’ cried Mowgli. 'So you have not forgotten
me! Cut the herd in two, Akela, Keep the cows and their
babies in one group. Keep the bulls in the other’

The two wolves ran in and out of the herd and
divided the animals into two groups. They did it faster
than any six men and their dogs. "Well done!’ said
owgli. He climbed onto Rama's back. ‘Drive the bulls
away to the left, Akela. Grey Brother, when we have
gone, keep the cows together. Then drive them into the
foot of the ravine.

'How far, Little Brother?'

‘Until the sides are too high for Shere Khan to
jump up,’ shouted Mowgli. 'Keep the cows there until
we come down with the bulls. 'He went off with his
half of the herd.

‘Well done, Akela!’ called Mowgli. ‘Careful now. If
you are too fierce they will charge Ha! This is wilder
work than driving buck to the kill!

'Shall | turn them towards the Jungle now?’ asked
Akela.

"Yes — and quickly! Rama is angry. Oh, why can't
| speak his language!

Mowgli knew what he wanted. He wanted to
make a big circle up the hill. He wanted to get to the
head of the ravine. Then Mowgli wanted to make the
bulls charge down the ravine. 'We must catch Shere
Khan between the bulls at the top and the cows at the
bottom,” Mowgli told Akela. 'He will be too full and
sleepy to fight, and too heavy to climb up the sides
of the ravine . . . Softly now! We do not want to tell
Shere Khan our business.’
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At last they collected the herd at the head of the
svine. Mowgli looked at its sides. They ran almost
straight up and down, and bushes hung over them.
snere Khan will never climb out of there,’ he thought.
-2 put his hands to his mouth. He shouted down the
ravine,

"Who calls? came a sleepy voice. 'Who calls Shere
Khan?

It is Mowgli. Yellow Thief, get ready to die. Send
thern down, Akela! Down, Rama — down!

The Wolves Ran Among the Herd. | i



Shere Khan Lumbered Down the Ravin
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The buffaloes charge

The herd stopped for a second at the edge of the
ravine, But Akela gave his hunting call and drove the
bulls forward. The bulls charged down the ravine. Rama
smelt Shere Khan. His angry eyes rolled in his great
slack head.

"Hal’ said Mowgli, on Rama's back. "fou can smell
him now! Go and get him!' The river of black bodies
noured down the ravine. Nothing can live through the
terrible charge of the buffalo herd. Shere Khan heard
the thunder of their feet. He got up and looked about
the ravine. He had to escape. But the walls of the ravine
were straight, and he was heavy with food and water.

He tried to run.’If | can just get to the mouth of
the ravine ... he thought. But cows were waiting for
him there. A few seconds later Rama ran over some-
thing soft. Cows and bulls met, and became one herd
again.

Akela and Grey Brother drove the herd to a quiet
pool. There they all rested. In the ravine Shere Khan lay
still.

‘Brothers, that was a dog's death,’ said Mowgli. He
took out his knife — the men gave him that, and he
always carried it with him now. This skin will look good
on our Rock. | must get to wrok.'

He began to cut off the tiger’s skin. it was a hard
job. He cut and tore for an hour. Sometimes the wolves
were able to help with the difficult bits.
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Buldeo is angry

Presently Mowgli felt a hand on his shoulder. He
ooked up and saw Buldeo the hunter with his qun.
What are you trying to do, Jungle Child? You cannot
skin® a tiger alone!” said Buldeo. 'Where did the buf-
faloes kill him? It is the tiger would the bad foot too.
The white men will give a hundred rupee for his skin.
Well, perhaps | will give you a rupee for yourself!

Mowgli took no notice. He went on skinning Shere
Khan.'So you will take the skin to the white men, Old
Man?’ he said at last.'And perhaps you will give me one
rupee? Well, | need this skin for myself. Now go away
and let me work in peace!

*You can't talk to me like that!' shouted the hunter.
‘The buffaloes killed the tiger, and not you, Jungle Child.
| won't give you any of the white man's rupees now!
Now leave the tiger and go, before | beat you!

Mowgli was busy skinning Shere Khan's shoulder.
Without looking up, he said, ‘Here, Akela. Take care of
this man for me.

* skin, to take the skin off,



Buldeo Found Himself on the Grass.
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ikela helps

Suddenly Buldeo found himself lying on the grass.
4 great gery wolf was standing over him. Mowgli went
on skinning the tiger. 'Yes," he said between his teeth.
You are right, Buldeo. You will not give me any of the
money. Do you know why? Because | am taking the
tiger skin myself. There is an old quarrel — a very old
guarrel — between this tiger and myself and | have
won.’

Buldeo was afraid. This boy was the master of
wolves; he had quarrels with tigers — and won. It is
black magic*,’ Buldeo thought. ‘Great King!' he said to
Mowgli. 'l am an old man. | did not know about you.
| thought you were just an ordinary boy. May | get up
and go now? Or will your servant tear me to pieces?’

‘Go in peace. But next time, do not come between
me and my hunting. Let him go, Akela.

Buldeo hurried back to the village. There, he told
a wild story of ghosts and magic. The priest looked very
SErious.

Mowgli went on with skining the tiger. But it was
lamost dark before he was finished. 'Now we must hide
this skin and take the buffaloes home,’ said Mowgli.

* magic, the art of doing mysterious things, uaually by trick
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An angry crowd

They drove the herd back to the village.There they
:zw lights and heard bells. A crowd waited by the gate.
That is because | killed Shere Khan,' Mowgli thought.

Then stones flew around his ears. The people shouted,

Black magic! jungle. Wolf! Go away quickly — or the
priest will change you into a wolf again! Shoot, Buldeo,
shoot!'

Buldoe's gun went off with a noise like thunder.
A young buffalo fell down dead.

'‘More magic!’ Shouted the people.’ Buffalo, that
was your buffalo.

‘Now what is this?' asked Mowgli in surprise.

Your new people are like the Pack,’ said Akela.
They want to thorw you out.

"Wolft Wolf's cub! Go away!" shouted the priest.

‘Again? Last time it was because | was a man. Now
you are sending me away because | am a wolf. Come,
Akela.'

Messua came towards him. Tears shone on her
face. 'Oh, my son!' she cried. ‘They say you can work
black magic. They say you can change into an animal.
| do not believe that. But go away — or they will kill
you, And my son, | know one thing. You killed the tiger
that carried off my Nathoo!

‘Come back, Messua!’' shouted the crowd. 'Come
oack, or we will throw stones at you too!

A storie hit Mowgli in the mouth. He laughed a
short ugly laugh. 'Run back, Messua. Do not believe the
+ld men’s silly stories. But you are right: | have paid for
qour son's life. Goodbye; and hurry. | shall send the herd
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in, faster than their stones. Goodbye, Messual’

‘Now, Akela,’ called Mowgli. ‘Bring the herd in

With Akela behind them, the buffaloes charged
through the gate like a forest fire. The crowd broke up
and ran for their lives. ‘Count the buffaloes!’ shouted
Mowgli.'Perhaps | have stolen one of them. Count well!
Goodbye, children of men! Be kind to Messual If you
are not, | will come with my wolves. And | will hunt you
up and down your street!

Jungle Book Story
Look well, O Wolves!'

He turned and walked away with Akela. He looked
oo at the stars and felt happy.'No more houses or beds
‘ar me,’ he said. ‘'We'll get Shere Khan's skin, Then we
«ill go. We shall not hurt the village, because Messua
was kind to me.

When the moon rose, the village people saw
Yiowgli again. He had two wolves with him. He carried
:omething large on his head. Then they rang the
remple bells. Mussua cried, and Buldeo told strange
stories about Mowgli and Akela. In the end he said that
Akela walked on his back legs. "Yes, and he talked like
a man,’ said Buldeo. And he almost believed it

The moon was just going down when Mowgli and
fis friends came to the cave. They have turned me out
of the Man Pack, Mother, said Mowgli. ‘But | have
brought the skin of Shere Khan. Mother Wolf's eyes
shone when she saw the skin.

‘Ten years ago | told Shere Khan, Little Frog. | told
him, 'The Man Cub will kill you one day. It is good.

‘Little Brother, it is good,’ said a deep voice from
the bushes. ‘We were lonely without you! It was
Bagheera, They climbed up the Rock together. Mowgli
out the tiger's skin on the Rock. Akela lay down on it.
Then he gave the old call to the Pack. ‘Look — look
well, O Wolves!'

The Pack had no leader now. But they answered
the call. They saw Shere Khan's skin on the Rock. Then
Mowgli sang a song. It came up inta his throat, all by
tself, And as he sang he jumped up and down on his
znemy’s skin. Grey Brother and Akela joined their vioces
ta his.'Look well, O Wolves! Have | kept my word?’ cried
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Jowgli at last

“fes. Oh yes,’ shouted the wolves. A torn old wolf
-ned, 'Lead us again, Akela. Lead us, Mowgli. We are
wred of living without a leader.

‘Mo,’ said Bagheera, ‘That cannot be. You are the
ree People. You chose to throw out Akela and Mowagli.
tis too late to change now!

The Man Pack and the Wolf Pack have thrown me
out, said Mowgli later. ‘Now | will hunt alone in the
Jungle.

"We will hunt with you,’ said Mother Wolf's four
cubs. 50 Mowgli went away from the Pack. He and the
four cubs hunted together in the Jungle ... But that
is another story.
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(3)
Letting in the Jungle

Now Mowgli and the four cubs of Mother and Father
Wolf agreed to hunt together. But it is not easy to
hange your life in a minute. First, Mowgli went home
ta the cave and slept for a day and a night. Then he
told Mother and Father Wolf about his life amang men.
He could not tell them everything; they could not
understand but they both admired his new sharp knife,
| skinned Shere Khan with this,’ said Mowgli,

"You have learnt a lot in the Man Village,' said
Mother Wolf. Truly you are stronger and wiser than
nefore.

Then Akela and Grey Brother had to tell them all
sbout the great buffalo drive in the ravine. Baloo came
up the hill to hear about it. Bagheera laughed an
janced when Mowgli described his tiger hunt.

The sun rose, but nobody wanted to go to sleep.
From time to time, Mother Wolf lifted her head. She
:melt Shere Khan's skin on the Rock and was glad.

‘Akela and Grey Brother helped me,’ said Mowgli,

n, Mother, Mother! The black buffaloes poured down
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== rzvne! Then they charged through the gates of the
Man Pack! The men will not throw stones at me again!’

‘| am glad | was not there,’ said Mother Wolf. "l will
not let anyone throw stones at my cubs. | would like
to kill them all. All except the woman who fed you, of
course.’

‘Peace, peace, Raksha!’ said Father Wolf lazily. "Our
Little Frog has come back again. He is stronger and
wiser — who cares about a few stones? Leave Man
alone. Baloo and Bagheera both repeated: 'Leave Man
alone!

Mowgli rested his head on Mother Wolf's warm
shoulder. | never want to see, or hear, or smell Man
again,’ he said lazily.

‘But what,’ said Akela, ‘what if men do not leave
you alone, Little Brother?'

There are five of us, said Grey Brother. There was
a fierce look in his eyes.

‘Baloo and | will join you too,’ said Bagheera with
a shake of his tail.'But why are you thinking about men
now, Akela?'

‘Because, the great grey wolf answered,'when you
hung that yellow thief's skin on the Rock, | went back
to the village. There | heard news from the Jungle Birds.
‘The village is as angry as a wild bees' nest,” they told
ma’

Mowgli laughed. He knew all about wild bees. He
sometimes threw a stone into their nests for fun.
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Bad news

‘What did you see? | asked the birds,’ went on
“«2la. ‘They said, The Red Flower grows at the gate of
-~ village. Men sit by it with guns.’ Little Brother, men
== not carry guns for sport. Soon, a man with a gun
+1ll follwo us. Perhaps he is following us already.

‘But why? Men have thrown me out. Why are they
soking for me now?' said Mowgli in surprise.

‘You are a man, Little Brother,” said Akela. "You
«now men better than we do. Mowgli's knife flew
rowards his throat. The big wolf jumped away just in
time.

‘Never say that to me again, Akela,’ said Mowgli
in a low, dangerous voice.

‘Hal' said Akela, ‘That is a sharp tooth,’ He smelt
the knife.’But life with the Man Pack has made you slow,
Little Brother.

Bagheera jumped to his feet and smelt the air.
Grey Brother did the same. Mowgli could not smell
anything. He waited and watched.

‘Man!" said Akela. Mowgli knew he was right.

That is Buldeo the hunter,’ said Mowgli. He is
following us. There is the sunlight on his gun. Look!

Nothing in the Jungle shines like the sunlight on
a hunter's gun.’l knew it!" said Akela.’l led the Pack for
many years, and | know the ways of Man.'

The four cubs said nothing. They ran down the hill.
Then the four wolves melted into the long grass and
were gone,

“‘Where are you going?' called Mowgli. 'Did | say
you could go?

‘555h! We will bring you his head before middy!'
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Zrey Brother answered.

‘Come back! Come back and wait! Man does not
=2t Man! cried Mowgli.

You were a wolf a few minutes ago. You threw
cour knife at me when | called you a man! said Akela.

‘Must | explain everything to you?' said Mowgli
angrily.

That is Man! said Bagheera. That is how the men
ralked, aroung the King's cages to Oodeypore. We in the
Jungle know that Man is the wisest of all. But he is
cometimes the stupidest also. He added, 'Mowgli is
right about this. Men hunt.in packs. It is stupid to kill
one man, Come, we will see what this man wants.

"We will not come,’ Grey Brother said. 'Hunt alone,
Little Brother. We know what we want.

Mowgli looked at each of his friends. His shoulders
shook and his eyes were full of tears. He went forward
to the wolves. He fell on one knee, and said, 'So | do
not know what | want? Look at me!

They locked at him, uncomfortably. When they
turned their eyes away, he called them back. Again and
again he did this. They stood with their between their
legs, and shook with fear.

‘Now,' said Mowgli, 'Who is the leader?

“You are the leader, Little Brother, said Grey Brother.
and he licked Mowgli's foot.

‘Follow, then,' said Mowgli. The four followed.

‘The Man Pack has made him like that, said
bagheera. He followed too.'There is more in the Jungle
now than Jungle Law, Baloo.,

The old bear said nothing, but he thought many
things.

L
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Mowgli sees Buldeo

Mowagli slipped quietly through the Jungle. At last
ne looked through the bushes and saw the old hunter.
Buldeo was following Mowgli's foot-marks from the
night before.

You will remember that Mowgli left the village
with Shere Khan's skin on his shoulders. And Akela and
Grey Brother followed him. It was easy to see their foot-
marks. Soon Buldeo sat down to rest. Mowgli and the
wolves made a circle round him. They watched and
waited.

This is good fun,’ said Grey Brother. 'He looks like
2 lost pig by the river. What is he saying?’ Buldeo was
talking angrily to himself.

Mowgli said, 'He says he is tired.’ Buldeo took out
his pipe. ‘Now what is he doing?’ asked Grey Brother.

‘He is going to blow smoke out of his mouth,’ said
Mowgli. ‘Men always play with their mouths. They
watched the old man. He filled his pipe, and lit it. The
animals smelt the smoke; they wanted to remember
that smell for the next time.

Then a little group of men came down the path.
They were cutting wood for their fires. They knew
Buldeo; he was a famous hunter in that part of the
world. They all sat and smoked together. The animals
came closer. They watched and listened. Buldeo began
to tell them the story of Mowgli.

‘I myself killed the tiger but the Jungle Child
changed into a wolf. He fought me all the afternoon.
Then he changed into a boy again. | tried to shoot him
but he used his magic on my gun, and killed one of
my own buffaloes . .. Now the priest and the head-
man of the village have sent me after the Wolf Boy.’

They know you are the bravest hunter of all,’ said
the men.
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A terrible plan

‘| shall soon catch him,’ said Buldeo. ‘Already they
have caught Messua and her husband . .. They took
the Wolf Boy into their hut, and fed him. They are both
witches®, of course! Well, now they are prisoners in their
own hut. Soon the people will burn them to death.’

‘When? the others asked. They wnated to watch.

‘Mothing will happen until | return. The people
want to kill the Wolf Boy first. Then they will kill the
witches. They will divide their land and buffaloes among
the village. They will pay me for my dead buffalo, too.

‘But what will happen if the white men hear about
it? the others asked. 'The white men are very strange.
They do not let people kill or burmn their witches in
peacel’

That is easy,” said Buldeo. 'We shall say that a
snake bit them ... Now have you seen the Wolf Boy?’

'No, O great Buldeo. But if anyone can find him,
you can!' The men decided to go to Buldeo's village.
They wanted to see the witches for themselves. ‘|
cannot let you go through the Jungle alone’ said
Buldeo. 1 will lead you. | have my gun — you will be
safe with me. He added, 'And if the Wolf Boy appears
— well, | will show you!

"What does he say? What does he say?’ the wolves
asked Mowgli every few minutes. Mowgli explained
everything — except the part about witches. He did
not understand that.

‘They have put Messua and her husband in a

* witches, peopte who do magic, usuaily to hurt other people.
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trap®,’ he told the others.

‘Does Man catch Man in traps?’ said Bagheera.

‘Buldeo says that. | cannot understand everything.
It is all very stupid. What have Messua and her man
done? Why have the men put them in a trap? And what
is all this talk about the Red Flower? | must find out
about this. They will not do anything until Buldeo gets
back. And so —' Mowgli thought hard. Buldeo and the
other men walked away very bravely. Mowgli sat and
watched and thought.

‘| am going back to the Man Pack,’ he said at last.

‘What about them?' asked Grey Brother. He gave
a hungry look towards the men.

* trap,a way of catching animals or birds; many traps are like deep

= holes, or like boxes which close on the animal.
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A song for Buldeo

‘Sing to them,’ said Mowgli with a laugh. ‘They
must not reach the village gates before dark. Can you
«eep them back?

Grey Brother showed his white teeth. "We can
drive them round and round in circles like cows.

‘I do not need that. Just give them a little song.
| do not want them to be lonely on the road. Grey
Brother, sing to them. Bagheera, go with them and join
the song. When night comes, meet me by the village.
Grey Brother. knows the place.

It is hard work, hunting with you. When shall |
sleep?” asked Bagheera. There was laughter in his big
green eyes. ‘| hope the men will like my song!

He cried a long, long ‘Good Hunting' call. Mowgli
heard it thunder and rise, and fall and die. He laughed
to himself as he ran though the Jungle. He saw Buldeo
and the others. They were shaking with fear. Old Buldeo
could not hold his gun still. It shook like a banana leaf
in the wind.

Then Grey Brother gave the "Ya-la-hil Yalaha!' call.
A buck! A buck! he cried. The other three answered.
They sounded like a whole Wolf Pack in full cry. Then
the wolves and Bagheera sang a new song. They all
began the wonderful Morning Song of the Jungle.

‘We give the call: Good rest to all.

That keep the Jungle Law!

The men climbed up into a tree and began to pray
All this time, Mowgli was hurrying towards the village.
He did not understand all Buldeos words. But he
understood one thing. Messua and her husband were
n a trap. He had to get them out. ‘Later,’ he said to
nimself, ‘| will make the Man Pack pay but first | must
zave Mussua and her man.'

L]
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Back to the village

Might was falling when Mowgli reached the vil-
age. His throat felt tight when he was the little huts
again. The people were standing in a crowd around the
big tree in the middle of the village. They were talking
and shouting like excited monkeys.

‘Men are never happy except when they are
making traps,’ said Mowgli to himself."Last night it was
Mowgli. Tonight it is Messua and her man. Tomorrow,
and for many night after that, it will be Mowgli's turn
again.'

He slipped along outside the village wall . He
reached Messua'’s hut and looked through the window
nto the room. Messua and her husband lay on the bed.
Their arms and legs were tied with ropes. The door of
the hut was shut tight. Three or four people sat outside
on guard.

Mowgli understood the village people very well.
As soon as they have eaten,’ he thought, ‘they will
become dangerous. Buldeo will come home soon. He
will have quite an interesting story for them!' So Mowgli
went in through the window. He bent over the man
and the woman. He cut the ropes. Then he looked
round the hut for some milk.

Messua was half wild with pain and fear. ‘Oh, my
son!’ she said, ‘Is it you? They beat me, and they threw
stones at me.

‘Quiet,’ said Mowgli. ‘You are safe now!

1 knew he would come! she said softly to her
husband. ‘Now I know he is my son! and she held
Mowgli close to her. Something hurt Mowgli, deep
nside. He began to shake all over.'Why have they tied
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wou? he asked at last.
They want to kill us because of you,' said the man.
Look, see the blood on my face.
Mowgli looked. He saw the blood on Mussua’s face
and body too. And that made him angry.'Who did this?’
ne asked. 'l will make them pay!’
The man said, 'All the village. | was too rich. | had
too much land and too many buffaloes. They say we
are witches, because we were kind to you ... It is a
sood excuse to take our money!
1 do not understand. Messua, explain to me.
| gave you milk, Nathoo. Don't you remember?
Secause the tiger took my son and because you came
aut of the Jungle, that day. And because | loved you.
“ow they say | am a witch and the mother of a Jungle
Devil* and so | must die’
‘What is a devil?’ asked Mowali.’l have seen death
— is it like that?'
The man looked up sadly. But Messua laughed.
teel she said to her husband, | knew — | said he wasn't
2 devil. He is my son — my dear son!’

‘Son or devil — how can he help us? said the man.
We shall soon be dead.

* devil, a bad spirit.
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Buldeo Telling Tales
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Escape

‘There is the road to the Jungle!” Mowgli pointed
through the window. “Your hands and feet are free. Go
now.’

‘We do not know the Jungle, my son," Messua said.
And | do not think | can walk far.

The people will follow us. They will bring us back
again,’ added her husband.

‘H'm!’said Mowgli. He ran his finger along his knife.
| do not want to kill anyone in this village — yet. But
they will not stop you. Soon they will be too busy to
think about you. Ah! He lifted his head.’l hear voices
sutside. So they have let Beldeo come home at last!

‘He went out this moming,’ said Messua.'He went
to kill you, my son. Did you not meet him?’

“Yes, we — | met him. He has a story to tell about
that! While he is telling it, we can do many things but
first | must find out about all this. Decide where you
want to go. And tell me when | come back!

He jumped through the window and ran along
sutside the wall again . .. He hid and listened to the
crowd around the big tree, Buldeo was lying on the
ground. He was coughing and shaking from head to
foot. Everyone was asking him questions. He looked
terrible. He was dirty and torn and white as a ghost.
3ut he was still enjoying the attention of the crowd.
Sometimes he said something about devils, and singing
devils, and magic, and witches.Then he called for water.

‘Bah!' said Mowgli. ‘Talk, talk, talk! Just like the
monkeys in the forest. Now he must wash his mouth
with water. Now he must blow smoke, And now, at last,
he is going to tell his story. Oh, men are very wise! They
will all listen to Buldeo's stories. No one will stay and
juard Messua’s hut . . . To work, Mowglit

]
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Mowgli’s two mothers

He shook himself and slipped back to the hut. He
got ready to jump in through the window. Suddenly
he felt a light touch on his foot. It was Mother Wolf.

‘Mother,” he said, ‘what are you doing here?’

‘| heard my children singing through the woods.
| followed the child | loved best. Little Frog, | want to
see that woman,' said Mother Wolf.

‘They have tied her with ropes. They want to kill
her. | have cut the ropes. She will go with her man
through the Jungle.’

‘I will follow them. | am old, but | can still fight.
| will keep them safe because they were kind to you.

"Wait here,’ said Mowgli. ‘But do not let her see.’
And Mother Wolf disapperend into the grass.

Mowgli climbed into the hut again. ‘They are all
sitting around Buldeo: Soon he will finish his story. Then
they will come here with their fire and they will burn
the hut’ .

‘| have spoken with my man,’ said Messua. "'We
must go to Khanhiwara. The white men there will help
us. But Khanhiwara is thirty miles away.’

“White men? What pack do they belong to? asked
Mowgli. '

1 do not know. But they are the rulers of this land.
They will not let people burn or beat each other. It is
against their laws. If we can get there tonight, we shall
live. If we cannot get there, we shall die.

“You will live, then. No man will pass the gates
tonight. But what is he doing?’ Messua’s husband was
on his hands and knees. He was digging in the earth
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It Was Mother Wolf.
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floor of the hut.

‘He is getting his money,’ said Mussua.

‘Ah, yes. | remember. Do they need it outside this
place too?

The man gave Mowgli an angry look. ‘He is not
a devil. He is just stupid,’ he said.'l can buy a horse
with this money. We cannot walk far. The village will
follow us soon.’

They will not follow until | let them follow. But
you do need a horse; Messua is tired. The man stood
up. He tied his rupees up in a cloth. Mowgli helped
Messua through the window. She looked at the Jungle.
it looked very dark and terrible.

‘Do you know the was to Khanhiwara?” Mowgli
asked.

Yes,' said Messua.
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‘My friends will guard you.’

‘Good. Remember now, do not be afraid. You do
not need to hurry. You may hear . . . noises, but have
no fear, You are safe. Nothing can hurt you. My friends
will guard you on your road to Khanhiwara.' He turned
quickly to Messua. ‘He does not believe me — you
believe me, don't you?'

I believe you, my son. Man, ghost, or wolf of the
Jungle — | believe you.

‘He will be afraid when he hears my people
singing. You will know and understand. Go now. There
is no need to hurry. The gates are shut.

Messua threw herself at Mowgli's feet and cried.
He lifted her up gently. He was shaking all over. Then
she put her.arms around his neck and cried. But her
husband looked at his fields and said: If we reach
Khanhiwara, | will tell the white men. They will take the
priest and the hunter to the law. Then they will pay!

Mowgli laughed. ‘They will pay, but not with
rupees. | have other plans.

They went off towards the Jungle. Mother Wolf
slipped out of the long grass. ‘Follow them, Mowgli told
her. ‘Keep these two safe. Sing a little. | want to call
Bagheera.'

The long, low cry rose and fell. Messua’s husband
was afraid. He almost ran back to the hut. ‘Go on,
Mowgli said gently. 1 told you to expect a few noises.
That call will follow you to Khanhiwara. It means you
are safe.

Messua pushed her husband forward. The dark
closed down on them and Mother Wolf. Then Bagheera
appeared almost under Mowgli's feet. The sounds and
smells of the Jungle night filled him with a fever of
excitement.’l am ashamed of your brothers,’ he said to
Mowgli.
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Bagheera's excited

‘What! Didn't they give Buldeo a sweet song?' said
Mowgli.

Too sweet! | joined their song. Didn't you hear us?’

| was too busy. Ask Buldeo about the song. But
where are the Four? | want to keep the Man Pack inside
its gates tonight.

You do not need the Four for that,’ said Bagheera.
His eyes burned with excitement and laughter.l can
keep them there, Little Brother. Are we going to kill at
last? | am ready. All men fear me. All men run from me
...Today | played with those men, and they shook with
fear! He danced like a leaf in the wind. His eyes shone
like hot green jewels.’l am Bagheera — in the Jungle
— in the night — and | am strong. Man Cub, | could
kill you with one blow!

'Go on, then! cried Mowgli. He spoke in the
language of the village and not the language of the
Jungle. His words shook the panther. He stood still. Then
Mowgli looked into the jewel-green eyes. The excite-
ment died in them. Bagheera looked away. 'Brother —
brother! said Mowgli softly. The panther lay down and
licked Mowgli’s foot.’l am sorry,’ said Mowgli.’l did not
want to hurt you.

| am sorry too, Little Brother. | was too excited.
It was this night — all the smells and the noises. ‘He
lay down like a cat in front of a fire.’l could never hurt
you, Little Brother. | love you too much.’

Mowgli did not hear the last sentence. He was
listening hard. They are still talking under the tree," he
said. ‘But soon they will take the woman and her man
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out of the trap. They want to put them in the Red
Flower. But they will find the trap empty.’ He laughed.

‘Listen,” said Bagheera. The fever has left my blood
now. Let them find me there! | have been in a cage
before, and | am not afraid. They will not easily tie me
with ropes!’

'Go, then,’ laughed Mowgli. He was beginning to
feel as excited as the panther. Bagheera slipped into
the hut. ‘Pah! This place smells of Man. Here is a bed.
I had a bed like this in the King's cages at Oodeypore.
| will lie down ... Come and sit with me, Little Brother,
and we will both sing to them!

‘No, | have another plan. The Man Pack must not
know that | am a part of this little game. Do your own
hunting. | do not want to see them.’

‘Very well," said Bagheera.'Now — they're coming.’

Jungle Book Story

A surprise for everyone!

The meeting under the big tree was over. The
crowd charged up the street. They were waving knives
and bamboos. Buldeo and the priest led them. There
were shouts of 'Witches! Devils! Burn the hut over their
heads! ‘No, beat them first! ‘Fire! Bring fire!’

The crowd charged into the hut. There on the bed,
black and terrible as a devil, lay the panther. He looked
at them with his jewel-green eyes. For a second no one
spoke or moved. Then the people turned and ran. In
another second the street was empty. Bagheera jumped
out through the window again. He stood at Mowgli's
side. The people were shutting their doors. They will
not leave their huts tonight,’ said Bagheera quietly, ‘And
now?'

Everything was very quiet. Bagheera was right;
nobody was going to move until daylight.'You did well.
Guard them until day. | must sleep.’ Mowgli ran off into
the Jungle. He lay down and slept until the next night.

When he woke Bagheera was at his side. A fresh
buck lay on the ground. Mowgli ate and drank. Then
he sat and thought.

'The man and the woman have reached
Khanhiwara,’ said Bagheera.'Mother Wolf told the birds,
and they told me. They bought a horse and travelled
very fast. Is everything all right?

‘Everything is very good,’ said Mowgli.'What about
the village?

The Man Pack did not move out of their houses
until this morning. Then they ate their food, and ran
pack quickly to their houses.
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'Did they see you?'

‘Perhaps, Little Brother . .. | rolled in the dust by
the gate and | sang a little song. Now our work is
finished, Little Brother. Come home and hunt with
Baloo and me. It will be just like the old days. Take off
your fierce new look. The man and the woman will not
die in the Red Flower. Forget the Man Pack and come
with me!’ 3

Jung.f-a Book Story
Mowgli calls for Hathi

"We can forget them soon ... Where is Hathi the
elephant?’

"Where he chooses to be. Why do you ask about
Hathi?'

Tell him and his three sons to come to me.

‘But Little Brother, you cannot give orders to Hathil
He is the Master of the Jungle. Before the Man Pack
changed the look on your face, he taught you the
Master Words of the Jungle.

That was long ago. | have a Master Word for him
now. Tell him to come to Mowgli the Frog. Say,'Remem-
ber the fields of Bhurtpore.” He will understand.

Bagheera went away. Mowgli stayed behind and
thought about his plan. 'She was kind to me’ he
thought. ‘She loved me. And they — they hurt her!’ He
wanted to kill those men now. But that was against the
Law of the Jungle.'My plan is better,’ he said to himself.
‘And Hathi and his sons will help me.' He laughed to
himself. :

Bagheera came back. They are coming, Little
Brother” He looked very surprised about it.

Suddenly four elephants appeared without a
sound. ‘Good hunting,’ said Hathi. Mowgli did not
answer for a long time. When he spoke, he spoke to
Bagheera.

‘| will tell you a story. The hunter Buldeo told it
to me. One day an old, wise elephant fell into a trap.
The sharp stick in the trap cut his shoulder. It left a
white mark.’ Mowgli pointed to a long white mark on
Hathi's grey skin.'Men came to take him from the trap,’
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Followed by Hathi and His Three Sor
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wtowgli said. ‘But he was too strong for them. He broke
the ropes and ran away. When he was well again, the
slephant came by night to the men's fields. He brought
sis three sons . .. All this happened long age and for
sway-in the field of Bhurtpore. What happened to the
corn in those fields at the next harvest, Hathi?'

‘We ate it said Hathi.

‘And what happened to the fields?’ asked Mowgli.

‘The Jungle took them.

‘And the men?'

They went away. And then we tore their huts to
sieces. We broke down the walls. We let the Jungle
come in. We did it because of the trap ... How did you
near about that, Man Cub? said Hathi.

‘A man told me. And now | see that it was ture.
athi, the village of the Man Pack threw me out. They
are lazy and stupid and bad. They kill for sport. | hate
them!’ !

Kill them, then,’ said one of Hathi's sons.
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Let in the Jungle!

That is not goed enough,’ said Mowgli.'Let in the

jungle Hathi

Bagheera shook with fear. He could understand
sunting and killing. But this plan was different. Now he
«new why Mowgli wanted Hathi.

‘We will chase them away,’ said Mowgli. Wolves
will sleep in the priest’s house. Wild buffaloes will drink
from the pool by the temple. Let in the Jungle, Hathi.'

‘But | — but we have no quarrel with them,’ said
Hathi.

'Send in the other animals, then. Tell the wild pigs
and the bucks and the buffaloes. The grass is good, the
water is sweet. Let in the Jungle, Hathil"

I do not want to kill men. | killed many at
shurtpore, and | hate the smell of their blood.'

‘| hate it too. Mo, we will not kill. We will chase
shem away. They cannot stay here. | have seen and
:melt the blood of Messua. She was good to me, and
they tried to kill her. Only the Jungle can take away
that smell. Let it in!"

‘Ah¥ said Hathi.l understand. Now your quarrel is
~y quarrel. We will let in the Jungle!' The four elephants
disappeared among the trees. Bagheera looked at
‘iowgli. Fear shone in his eyes.
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Bagheera talks to Mowgli

‘My Master!’ he said at last. 'l bought you with a
oull, long ago. You were little and weak then. But now
—! Master of the Jungle, when | grow old and weak,
speak for me! Help Baloo — help us all! You are the
Master now!'

Mowgli laughed, and then he cried. It hurt him to
see the great panther like this.’l am still your brother,
he said. ‘And | love you.

The Jungle comes closer

Hathi and his sons collected the other animals
together.

‘We will lead you to good food and sweet water,’
they said. They led the bucks and the wild pigs-and
the buffaloes to the village. The monkey people fol-
lowed, and also the little Jungle dogs and cats. In ten
days there was a circle of animals round the village.
They smelt the corn in the fields. But there were strong
fences all round.

Then one dark night Hathi and his sons came out
of the Jungle. They broke down the fences. The animals
poured in. They ate all the corn. In the morning the
people saw their empty fields. They were afraid. ‘There
will be no harvest this year,’ they said. Then they sent
their herds out to feed. But the grass was all gone. Their
buffaloes went into the Jungle to look for food. There
they met the wild buffaloes and joined them. And one
night the people found all their horses dead . . . That
was Bagheera's work. He could kill a horse with one
blow.

The people hid in their huts. "We will live on last
summer’s corn,’ they said. But Hathi and his sons found
the com-store. They broke the door down, and ate the
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The Jungle Had Been Let-In!
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com.

Then the priest spoke.’l have prayed to the gods,’
ne said.'But they have not answered. Perhaps we have
made the Jungle Gods angry. We must show them we
zre sorry. They prayed in the temple. Then they tried
to pick nuts for food. But fierce yellow eyes watched
everywhere. Dark shapes followed them. Soon they
were afraid to leave the village. And the animals came
nearer, They became braver. The people began to leave,

The unmarried men went away first. They carried
the news far and near.'Who can fight against the Jungle
Gods? they said. No one came to the village any more.
Wild flowers grew in the street. ‘It is time to go to
Khanhiwara,’ the other people said. 'We must ask the
white men for help.

Then the Rains came. They found their way through
the holes in the roofs. They made the village street into
a river of mud. At last the people left. They turned back
for one last look at their homes.

As the last family left through the gate, they heard
a noise like thunder. Hathi and his sons were tearing
the roofs off the huts. Then they kicked down the walls
of the huts. The mud walls melted into the mud on the
ground.

‘Well done,’ said a quiet voice. 'Now break down
the wall of the village. It was Mowgli.

‘Very well,’ said Hathi. To the wall, my children!
With your heads — now!'

The four stood side by side and pushed with their
great heads. The village people saw the great bodies
of the elephants. The wall shook. Then it fell. The people
turned and ran for their lives.

A month later, new green grass grew over every-
thing. And soon the village was lost in the Jungle.

|
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The Years Brought Many Changed
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(4)
The Time of New Talk

The years rolled past. Mother and Father Wolf died, and
Akela too. Mowgli was seventeen years old, but he
looked older. He was very big and strong now. He could
hang from a branch for half an hour at a time. He could
take a young buck by the head and throw it to the
ground. Before, the Jungle People admired hin because
he was clever. Now they feared his strength® too. But
the look in his eyes was always gentle. They never
burned like Bagheera's. They only grew more and more
interested and excited.

Bagheera did not understand this. He asked Mowgli
about it. Mowgli only laughed and looked lazily at the
big panther. And Bagheera looked away, and licked
Mowgli's foot. He knew his master,

They were lying on a hill above the Waingunga.
It was early morning. It was the end of the cold weather.
The leaves and trees looked tired and everything was
dry. The panther melt the air.

* strength, the condition of being strong.
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‘Spring is coming,’ he said. The Time of New Talk
is near. The leaves know. It is very good.

‘The grass is dry,’ said Mowgli.'Spring is not here
yet ... Bagheera, why are you dancing about like that?

‘What?' said Bagheera. He was thinking of other
things.

| said, do panthers usually dance, and cough, and
sing, and roll about like that? Remember, you and | are
Masters of the Jungle.

‘| hear you, Man Cub.' Bagheera sat up.'Well, if you
are so wise, you should know why | do all this"
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New songs

In the woods below a bird was trying his spring
song.'Listen to that,’ said Bagheera.'He knows. The Time
of New Talk is near. He waved his tail like an excited
cat. ‘Now | too must remember my song.’

‘But it is not time," repeated Mowgli.

'Little Brother, | tell you spring is coming.’

‘Oh, the spring! Yes, | remember now. Yes, the Time
of New Talk. You will all go away and leave me alone.’
He spoke rather angrily.

‘But, Little Brother, we do not —' began Bagheera.

"Yes, you do! | am Master of the Jungle, but | have
to walk alone. What happened last year? | wanted sugar
from the fields of the Man Pack. | sent you to Hathi.
| ordered him to pick the sweet grass for me.

‘He came only two nights later,’ said Bagheera.'He
brought you a lot of the sweet grass — far too much
for. you to eat”

‘He did not come at once.’ said Mowgli. 'He was
too busy thundering about in the moonlight. He danced
before the houses of the Man Pack. | saw him. But he
would not come to me.

‘It was the Time of New Talk,’ said Bagheera. Now,
listen to the birds’ song, and be glad!

Suddenly Mowgli was not angry any more. He lay
back with his head on his arm and shut his eyes.’| don't
know — and | don't care,’ he said in a sleep voice.'Make
me a pillow with your body, Bagheera. | want to sleep.

The panther lay down with a sigh*. He wanted to
run and dance. The fever of spring was in his blood.

] .
* sigh, (n) a soft, sad sound; (v} to make this sound.
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A Strange Sense of Unhappiness
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Spring time

In the Indian Jungle the spring is a wonderful
time. The winter is gentle; the leaves and flowers do
not really die. But they grow tired and old. The Spring
makes everything fresh and new again. It is very
sudden. One day, everything is tired. Even the semll are
sld and used. Then the next day, everything looks the
same at first. But the smells are new and fresh. The
Jungle People know it and are glad. Then, perhaps, a
ittle rain falls. And suddenly all the trees and flowers
wake up. You can almost hear them growing.

In other years Mowgli loved the spring too. He
joined the frogs in their song. He watched the birds
building their nests. And in spring he went for long
runs.

All the Jungle Poeple do their running in spring
and Mowgli did too. He ran for miles, just for the fun
of it. His four wolf brothers did not join him on these
wild runs. They went away and sang songs with other
wolves. The Jungle People are very noisy in the spring.
Their voices then are different from other times of the
year. That is why the spring is called The Time of New
Talk. Usually Mowgli loved it.

But this time it was different. The birds called out
the good news. Mowgli opened his mouth to sing with
them. But the song stuck in his throat. Suddenly he felt
very unhappy. The pain was near and real.

The birds called in the trees. Bagheera sang his
fierce song by the Waingunga. The monkeys danced
and shouted. And Mowgli was too unhappy to join in
their noise. He looked all round him, and he sighed.
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‘| have eaten good food,’ he said to himself.'l| have
drunk good water. | have not eaten poison. But my
heart is heavy. | was unking to Bagheera, and | feel
ashamed. | feel hot and cold, and angry and impatient.
Ha! It is time for a Spring Run! Tonight | will cross the
mountains, Yes, | will make a Spring Run. | will run to
the marshes® of the north, and back again. The Four
must come with me. They are getting fat and lazy. The
exercise will do us all good. o

* marshes, ground which is very soft and wet.

But the Four Were Far Away. J o




“A God of the Jungle!”

Jungle Book Story

No one answer

He called, But none of the Four answerd. They
were far away. They were singing their spring songs
with the other wolves of the Pack. Mowgli called again.
still no answer came. Now Mowagli shook all over with
anger. His hand went to his knife, and he looked very
fiarce. But nobody noticed him. Everyone was too busy.

“Yes,' said Mowali to himself,'when enemies come,
all the Jungle comes to Mowgli for help. But now,
because it is spring, everyone forgets me ... By the Bull
that bought me! Am | the Master of the Jungle, or not?’

Two young wolves ran down the path. They were
ooking for a place to fight in. Mowgli jumped forward
and caught one wolf in each hand. He expected to stop
their fight easily. He often did that in games or Pack
hunts but it was spring, and spring fights are different.
The two wolves threw him to one side. Then they were
at each other’s throats.

Mowgli jumped to his feet. He got his knife ready.
He was quite ready to kill both wolves. Then he threw
down his knife and sighed. 'What am | doing?' he said.
The Jungle Law says that they can fight if they choose
...Why am | acting like this?' His strength appeared
to leave him; he felt suddenly weak and ill.'Have | eaten
poison?’ he said. ‘For many years | have been Master
of the Pack. No wolf was as strong as Mowgli . . . My
strength has left me, and soon | shall die

The fight went on until one of the wolves ran
away. Mowgli was left alone again. He felt more and
more unhappy. He killed a buck that evening, but he
did not eat much. He did not want to eat. He did not
know what he wanted.
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Mowgli’s run

it was a beautiful night, and all the animals were
zinging their spring songs. The leaves and flowers were
growing fast. The young grass was sweet and green.The
oright spring moon shone down on the rocks and
oools. It looked through a million new leaves. Suddenly
“owgli forgot to be sad. He sang and shouted, and he
pegan to run. He flew along the ground. He was light
and strong and sure. The Jungle was full of sounds and
smells, and he knew them all. On and on he ran. He
was the happiest thing in all the Jungle that night. At
ast, the smell of the flowers changed. He knew he was
near the marshes. He was a long way from his own
nunting grounds.

Mowgli was not afraid of the marshes. He knew
now to find safe ground with his feet. He did not need
10 look down. He ran out to the middle of the marsh.
tverything around him was awake. In the spring the
oirds sleep very lightly. Crowds of them come and go
zll night, But no one took any notice of Mowgli. He sat
on a rock and sang a song without words. All his sad
feelings® were left behind in his own Jungle. He cpened
nis mouth to start a new song.

Then suddenly the old, sad feeling came back. It
was worse than before.'So it is here tool’ said Mowgli,
:nd he was afraid. The feeling has followed me ... But
there is no one here.’ The night noises of the marsh
went on. But no one spoke to him. His sad feeling grew.

‘Surely | have eaten poison,’ he said, 'and my
strength is going from me. | am afraid — and | have

* feelings, things that we feel, when we are sad, happy, etc.

101




Jungle Book Story

never been afraid before. Nobody cares. They all sing
and shout and fight. They run under the moon. And
| am dying here in the marshes, alone.’ He was so sorry
for himself, he almost cried. ‘Afterwards,’ he went on,
‘they will find me dead, here in the black water ... No,
| will go back to my own Jungle. | will die there.
Bagheera will be sorry — if he is not singing and
dancing! Perhaps he will cry for me.” A large warm tear
fell on his knee. Mowgli was almost glad that he was
unhappy.

He looked up and saw a light a long way away.
There is a star out there, across the marsh,” he said to
himself.'Mo — it is a light from a man’s house!’ He ran
towards the light. The marsh ended in a wide flat place.
The light came from there. ‘| will look,’ said Mowgli. 'l
will see how much the Man Pack has changed.

Soon he came to a hut. A dog called out, but
Mowgli said ‘Quiet! in his wolf-voice. He stopped in
front of the hut.'What am | doing?’ he thought. 'What
does Mowgli want here? He rubbed his mouth. He
remembered the stones of the Man Pack.
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Messua

The hut door opened. A woman looked out into
the night. A child cried. The woman said over her
shoulder. ‘Sleep. Soon it will be morning.’

Mowgli shook like a man in a fever. He knew that
voice. He called softly,'Messua!' in the language of men.
He remembered it after all that time. That surprised
him.

‘Who is it? called the woman.

'Have you forgotten?’ asked Mowgli. There was a
dry, tight feeling in his throat. ‘It is Nathoo.

‘Come, my son,’ said Messua. Mowgli stepped into
the light and looked at her. She was older. Her hair was
grey. But her eyes and voice were the same.

But Mowgli was not the same. 'My son,’ said
Messua. She fell down on her knees. ‘But you are not
my son. You are a god. Ah!' He stood in the red lamp-
light. He was tall and strong and beautiful. His long
black hair swept down over his shoulders. Mussua was
right. He looked like a god. The child woke again and
cried. Messua spoke sofetly to hin. 5till Mowgli stoot
without moving. He looked round the hut. He remem-
bered everything so well. 'l am not a god,’ he said at
last.’l am far from my own hunting ground. | did not
know you were here.'

"We went to Khanhiwara,’ said Messua. ‘The white
men agreed to help us. But it took time. At last they
went to the village of those —those bad people. But
the village was gone.’

‘I remember that well,’ said Mowgli with a little
smile.
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‘My man found work in the fields here. He worked
hard and at last we bought a little land. It is not much
— but it is enough for my son and me.

‘Where is your man?' asked Mowgli.

‘He died a year ago.

‘And your son?’

‘He was born two years ago. If you are a god, ask
your friends in the Jungle to take care of him. | want
him to be safe there . .. as we were safe that night
long ago.’ She lifted the child up. He forgot his fear. He
reached out towards Mowgli's knife. Very gently, Mowgli
pulled the little fingers away.'And if you are my Nathoo,’
went on Messua, ‘then this is your little brother!

Mowgli shook his head.‘l have told you. | am not
a god. And | am not his brother. And — oh, mother,
mother, my heart is heavy."He put down the child. There
were tears in his eyes.

‘| am not surprised,’ said Messua. 'This is because
you have been running about the marshes at night. |
am sure you have a fever’ Mowgli smiled at that,
nothing in the Jungle ever hurt him.’l will make a fire,
and you must have some warm milk.'
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“You are beautiful’

Mowgli sat down with his face in his hands. All
kinds of strange new feelings poured over him. He feft
weak and a little sick. He drank the warm milk. Messua
looked at him with love in her eyes. Was he her son
Nathoo from long ago? Or was he a wonderful Jungle
god? She did not care. He was there; and she loved him.

‘Son,’ she said at last, ‘you are beautifull’

‘Me? said Mowagli in surprise. Messua gave a
gentle, happy laugh. The look on his face was enough
for her.’l am the first one to tell you, then? That is good.
A mother should tell her son these things. Nathoo, you
are very beautiful. | have never seen anyone as beau-
tiful as you.

Mowgli was sleepy after his long run and the
warm milk. He lay down. In a minute he was in a deep
sleep. Messua covered him with a blanket. She was
happy. Like a Jungle animal, Mowgli slept all the next
day.

He woke with a jump. The blanket over him made
him dream of traps. Messua gave him the evening meal.
It was a poor, simple meal. After it Mowgli was still
hungry. He wanted to hunt. He also wanted to finish
his spring run but the child wanted to sit on his knee.
And Messua wanted to comb Mowgli's long blue-black
hair. So he sat there patiently. She combed, and sang
and talked to him.

The hut door was shut. But Mowgli heard a sound.
He knew it well. Messua heard it too. She looked
towards the door, and her eyes grew wide with fear.
A big grey foot came under the bottom of the door.

‘Get out and wait! You did not come when | called,’
said Mowgli in Jungle-talk. The grey foot disappeared.

&
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The Door to the Hut Opened.
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1 will come back’

‘Do not — do not bring your servants with you,’
said Messua. 'l — we have always lived at peace with
the Jungle!

‘It is peace,” said Mowgli. He rose. ‘Think of that
night on the road to Khanhiwara. There were hundreds
of my people all round you. But | see that, although
it is spring, some of the Jungle people still remember!
Mother, | must go.’

Messua stood back at first. Then she put her arms
around Mowgli's neck again and again.’Come back!’ she
said softly. ‘Come back; | love you. Look, he is sad too.’
The child was crying because the man with the shining
knife was going away. 'Come back again,’ Messua
repeated.'Night or day. This door is never closed to you.'

Mowgli's throat felt tight.’l will surely come back,’
he answered at last.

He went out.’And now,’ he said to the wolf outside.
'Grey Brother. Why didn't all four of you come when
| called so long ago?

‘So long ago? It was only last night. | — we —
were singing in the Jungle. This is the Time of New Talk.
Don't you remember?’

‘How can | forget it?

‘And when the songs were finished,’ said Grey
Brother, | followed your trail®. | left the others and
followed fast. But, Little Brother, what have you done?
Why did you eat and sleep with the Man Pack?

Mowgli began to run. ‘Because you did not come
when | called,’ he said, and ran faster.

* trail, the marks an animal makes; the path someone takes.
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‘And now what?’ asked Grey Brother.

Mowgli was just goint to answer. Then a girl in a
white cloth appeared. She was coming down a path
that led from the village. Grey Brother slipped down
among the long grass. Mowgli stepped backwards
without a sound into a field of tall young corn. He was
almost near enough to touch the girl. Then the warm
green corn closed like a curtain. And the disappeared
like a ghost. The girl gave a little cry. She was sure he
was a ghost. Then she gave a deep sigh. Mowgli
watched her until she disappeared down the path.
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Mowgli must decide

‘And now — | do not know,’ he said with a sigh.
‘Why did you not come when | called?

‘We follow you at all times,’ Grey Brother said. He
looked ashamed. ‘Except — except in the Time of New
Talk'

‘And will you follow me to the Man Pack? Mowgli
asked.

‘We followed you when the old Pack threw you
out. We followed you to the Man Pack. And | followed
you tonight, didn't 17"

“Yes, but will you always follow me, Grey Brother?’

Grey Brother thought for a second. Then he said,
‘Bagheera was right.’

‘What did he say?

‘Man goes to Man at last.’ Raksha, our mother, said
the same. And Kaa the snake too. And he is the wisest
of all.!

‘What do you say, Grey Brother?

The men threw you out with hard words. They
cut your mouth with their stones. They sent Buldeo to
kill you. They wanted to throw you into the Red Flower.
You know they are bad and stupid. You let the Jungle
into their village. You hate them.'

‘But what do you say? Mowgli repeated.

Grey Brother ran along for a time before he
answered. Then he said, '‘Man Cub — Master of the
Jungle — Brother — it is spring. In the Time of New
Talk | forget things for a time, But your trail is my trail.
Your home is my home. And your death-fight is my
death-fight. My three brothers feel the same. But what
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will you say to the others?'

“You are right. | must tell them at once. Go before
me. Call everyone to the Rock. | will tell them what is
in my heart. But perhaps they will not come. In the Time
of New Talk they may forget me. The Jungle is singing
and dancing.’

You of course, have never forgotten them?' said
Grey Brother sadly. He ran away like the wind. Mowgli
followed more slowly. He was deep in thought.

Because it was spring the animals were hunting
and fighting, killing and singing. Grey Brother went to
them all. He cried, 'The Master of the Jungle is going
back to the Man Pack! Come to the Rock’ And the
happy, excited animals only answered, 'He will come
back soon. Now run and sing with us, Grey Brother.

‘But he is going back to the Man Pack,’ repeated
Grey Brother.

‘Yes, but it is the Time of New Talk. Enjoy it!" they
answered. So Mowgli arrived at the Rock at last. He
found only Baloo, the four wolves, and Kaa the snake.

‘So you are here, Man Cub,’ said Kaa. Mowgli threw
himself down with his face in his hands.
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No need to explain

‘Why didn't | die that first night?’ sighed Mowgli.
My strength has left me. Every night and day | hear
a foot-step behind me. | turn my head, and there is no
one there. | look behind the trees, and no one is there.

call and no one answers. But | feel that someone is
there, watching and listening. | lie down, but Ido not
rest. | run, but it bring me no peace. | batha, but the
water does not make me cool. The Red Flower is in my
body. My bones are like water. | want — oh, | do not
know what | want!'

‘There is no need to explain,’ said old Baloo sofety.

understand. | had to come, sooner or later. Bagheera
— where is Bagheera? — he understands too. The
Jungle Law is never wrong.

‘And | understand too,’ said Kaa.'Man goes to Man
n the end. But the Jungle will not throw you out. You
will go because you want to.

“You will not send me away, then?' said Mowgli
with tears in his eyes.

Grey Brother and the other wolves looked very
farce.'Mo one can do that while we are alive,’ they said.
2ut Baloo stopped them. ‘| taught you the Law, Little
crog,’ he said. ‘It is my turn to speak. Take your own
rrail. Make your home with your own Pack, your own
seople, But when you need us, remember, Master of
she Jungle. The Jungle is yours. You only need to call’

‘Oh, my brothers,’ cried Mowgli.’l do not want to
=ave you. But something is calling me. It tears my heart
out of my body . ..

‘No, Little Brother, do not be sad,’ said Baloo. Do
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not feel ashamed. All things come to an end. When the
honey is eaten, we leave the empty nest’

‘When | throw off my old skin,’ said Kaa, 'l cannot
put it on again. It is the Law.

‘Listen, dearest child,’ said Baloo.'Nothing can hold
you back. Look up! Who can stop the Master of the
Jungle? | saw you playing with your toes over there,
long age. You were just a Little Frog then. Bagheera saw
you too. He bought your life with a bull. Now all the
others are dead. All the old Pack are dead. Shere Khan
is dead. Now the Man Cub does not ask the Pack to
accept him. The Master of the Jungle tells them that
he is changing his trail and no one can stop him.

‘But Bagheera, and the bull that bought my life
—' began Mowgli. ‘| would not —'
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Bagheera pays the price again

Suddenly there was a noise in the bushes below
the Rock. Bagheera appeared. ‘Little Frog,’ he said,’l am
late, and this is why. It was a long hunt, but | killed him
at last. He lies dead in the bushes now — a young bull.
That bull makes you free, Little Brother' He licked
Mowgli's foot. ‘Remember Bagheera loved you, he
cried. Then hedisappeared into the bushes. At the foot
of the hill he cried again long and loud, ‘Gooed hunting
on your new trail, Master of the Jungle! Remember,
Bagheera loved you. .

There,’ said Baloo. ‘Go now. But first come to me,
O wise Little Frog, come to me!’ And Mowgli cried and
cried. He laid his head on the old bear's side, while
Baloo tried weakly to lick his feet.

It is hard to throw off the old skin,” said Kaa the
snake.

‘Soon it will be day, said Grey Brother.'Where shall
we rest today? For, from now on, we must follow new
trails.’

And this is the last of the Mowgli stories,
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Questions

Al
Mowgli’s Brothers

Why did the wolves hate Tabaqui?

Why mustn't the Jungle animals kill Man?

Why didn't the wolves give Mowgli back to the
tiger?

Which animals were Mowgli's teachers? And what
did each of them teach him?

What could Mowgli do that the wolves could not
do?

Why did Bagheera buy Mowagli's life?

~ What did the animals call fire?

How did Mowgli feel when he cried for the first
time?
Pretend you and a friend are Bagheera and Baloo.
You are talking about something that Mowgli has
done. (You choose). What will you say to each
other?

o
‘Tiger! Tiger!

Who, in the village, saw Mowgli first?

Why was Messua kind to Mowgli?

What did Buldeo say about Shere Khan?

What job did the village people give Mowgli? Was
it a hard job?

How did the two wolves help Mowgli to kill Shere
Khan?
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Why did Buldeo want the tiger skin? And why did
Mowgli want it?
What did Buldeo say about Akela? Was it true?

Shgis
Letting in the Jungle

What did the animals do to Buldeo when he came
looking for Mowgli?

Why did Mowgli run back to the village?

Who waited for the crowd in the hut? And who
guarded Messua and her husband in the Jungle.
Who helped Mowgli to ‘let in the Jungle?'

S o
‘The Time of New Talk

What did Bagheera do in spring, which surprised
Mowgli?
Why didnt Mowgli's friends take any notice of
him?
How did Mowgli leave the Pack at last?
Is this a happy or a sad book? Who are you sorry
for? Talk about it. Do you think the book has a
happy or a sad end?
Describe an animal in the book. Then ask some-
one else to guess who it is. Do the same with a
person in the book. But this time, talk about
Mowdgli in the way that a person would talk about
him. (Buldeo and Messua would say quite differ-
ent tings).

L
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