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Meza Hill, Swifi-flowing river
waters
wash its encireling beaches. From
this dense forest, my thoughts turn
to the Golden City.
On the heights of the Victory Sail
the shrines that our Ancestor built
thrust skyward n a swell and spill
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of radiant glory.

Lamp of the World, bright with the
stk colurs the Cave Temple, Shwe
Lin Bin,

the Golden Lion Shrine, the Golden
Temple, Aash like lighming

in my desire to scc these shnines
and the Golden Palace,

[ am deceived by my imagination.
[ say: here the city, there the
shrines, this the palace.

For the Golden City is far away,
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Our down river home 15 pleasant
with sand beaches and moving
waters.

It 15 as far as another world,
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Here, the brown river Meza Hows
through a silent forest of tall wees
and impeneuable thickets.

Mist and vapors hide the north star
from my gaze.

1 do not know where 1o look for
the sun,

not knowing cast, west, north, or
south.

My breath falters often as | wonder
about this primordial foresi.
Daily my strength fails me as |
think of home.

The wind which rises in the
Kinwun range grows in strength
with the deep wind from the west
For it is cold when the wind begins

to blow,
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Devoutr Meza people hold the
cusiomaury
festival for watering the Banyan
Tree,
and pray at the resplendent Cavern
Shrine.
But when from Mceza valley the
Mmists rise
to shroud the Hill, to darken the
whole range,
to mix and swirl with the mountain
VApoOrs,
agitated by the wind, to dnip like
thickest ram,
then the sun’s chariot on Yugan
Hill shivers with cold.
I pray that the hours may soon
complete their circle to high noon.
For it is warm only when the sun
breaks through.
Letwe Thondara
(1752-1783)
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