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ABOUTTINE AUTHOR
Daphne du Maurier
(1907-1989)

Daphne du Maurier was born in 1907 in London,

‘She did not go to school but had lessons at home. She

wrote and sold her first stories in 1928, and her first
book, The Loving Spirit in 1931' Jamaica Inn came in

..lw |;er Hebm:a in 1938, she was fanwus. She wrote

books, itis s about peuple living in Comnwall in the west
of England. She loved Comwall and lived there for
many years. She liked walking, gardemng and watching
birds, and loved the sea.

After Rebecca she wrote fourteen more baoks. But

:she also wrote many stories. 'Don't Look Now' is from

a book, Not After i'-'!rd'mght from: 1971. The Birds' is
another famous story, In her last years, Daphne du
Maurier saw few people and stayed at her_home in-
Comwall. She died i 1989, when she was eighty-ore.

There are many films of her books and stories,
Alfred Hitchcock's films of Rebecca 11940) and The
Birds(1963) are famous. Bon't Look Now was also a-filim;
in 1973:
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To the teacher:

In addition to all the language forms of Levels One, which:
are used again ac this level of the series, the main verb forms
and tenses used at Level Two are:

s common irregular forms of past simple verbs, gnutg te (for
prtdicunn and to stite intenton) and common phrasal
verbs

o modal verbs: will and won't (to express willingness) and
must (to express obligation or necessity).

Also used are:

e adverbs: irregular adverbs uf manner, furcher ldw:'rhs of
place and time

s prepositions: of movement, furcher prepositions and pre-
positional phrases of place and time

« adjectives: comparison of similars (a5 . . as) and of dissim=
ilars (-er than, the . . . -est infof, more and most'. © .}

» conjuncuions: 5o (consequences), because (teasons), before/
afterfwhen (for uqucncmg}

e indirect speech (statements).

Specific attention is paid to vocabulary developmentin the
Vocabulary Work exercises at the end of the book. These
exercises areaimed at training students to enlarge their vocabu-
lary syst:mmcally through intelligent reading and effemvc
use of a dictionary.

To the student:

Dictionary Words:

« some wordsin this book are darker black than others. Look
them up in your dictionary or try to understand them without
a dictionary first, and look them up later,



‘Daon’t look mow. Beliind you," John said to His wife. * Don't ture
rownd quickly. They'll kenow pou're looking at them."



‘Dot look now,' John said to his wife: "bur there are two
old girl two tables away, looking at me 3l the tume. |
don't like it. There's something very strange about their
cyes.” '

Laura, immediately interested, slowly rurned her head.

‘Behind you," John siid. ‘Don’t wim round quickly. They'll
know: you're looking at them.”

Laura turned round more, caught the eye of the man o
bring chem some more coffee now, and then looked _quick_}y
at'thie table behind her before she turned ‘back again. She was
red in the face, exeired, wanting to laugh.

“They’re not old girls, John," she said. *They're men, dressed
up in women's clothes. Very strange, [ mustsayl’

She must not laugh, John thought. He quickly rook her
glass and gave her some more wine.

‘1 don’t think they saw you looking." he said, giving her the
glass. 'Here, drink some water. You mustn't laugh. Pethaps
they're dangerous. Murderers or something, going round
Europe, changing ‘their ‘clothes in each place. You know,
sisters. here. on Torcello this moming; brothers tamorrow,
or tonight, back'in Venice. Running from the pals e, per—
haps.”

*Murderers?” asked Laura.

*Yes. Murderers. But why me? Why are they looking at
me all the tume? Ohona! The sister with the white hair has got
her eye on me again.”

The man brought the coffee and took away the fruit, so
Laura had time to drink some of hér wine, to stop hersell
wanting to laugh so much.




‘I don’t think they're murderers. | they're two old
women from Australia ur somewhere, n Cﬁ‘wullﬂ;‘l}"
together. Called Tilly and Tiny, or something.' gy,

-Suddenly for the first time on this holiday, she was like the.

-pld Laura agam, trying not to laugh and going red in the
“face,. making up stories about people sitting near them in
restaurants; visiting old churches and locking at famous pic-
tures in different cities with him again. Suddenly she didn't
look sad and afraid any more. Perhaps, he thought, perhaps
she’s starting to get betrer, starting to laugh and live again.
Perhaps she will begin to forger and then we can go on
together, he thought. .

“You know,’ said Laura, ‘that was a very good lunch.’

Good, he thought, that's better . . and very quietly he said
to her, ‘One of them is standing up, lecking at the back of
the restaurant. Do you think she's going to change her clothes
or hair again?'

‘Don't say anything," she answered. Fll follow her and sce.
Perhaps she's got a bag out there, with all their different
clothes in it. Where is she now?’

‘Coming past our tablé in 3 minuce, he told her,

The woman was not very unusual, when you saw her from
near to. Tall, with 3 long thin nose and short hair, About
sixty-four or -five, he thoughe, with 3 man's shirt and a
heavy, long brown skirt. ‘Strong black shoes, good for walk-
ing. But the interesting thing was that there were two of
them = two, the same, like sisters.. Her friend’s hair was
whiter, thay was all. Trying not to laugh again, Laura stood
up, ready to follow,

% ‘| mustn’t laugh,’ she said. *Don’t look at me when I come
.. back or | know I'll laugh.’ She took her handbag and walked
away from the table, following the tall woman to the door at

theback of the restaurant.

.



‘Ome of them is standing up, looking at the back of the restairant.
Do you think she's going to change her clothes or her hair again?’

John had some more coffee, lit a cigarette and wartched the
other people sitting in the sun outside the little hotel, finishing
their lunch. ‘So perhaps the holiday fs helping Laura two
forget, to be happy again, o go on living without Christine,’
he thought. -

'She'll get berter very slowly,’ the docror said “They
always do, but it takes time. Give her ame. You still have
your young son to think about, and you're still young, you
and Laura, You'll have other children, another daughter, per=
haps.”

So ecasy to say that ... she loved Johnnie, their son, but
Christine , ., Christine was everything, the world, to Laura.
And he knew Laura too well: another child, another daughter,



- ‘ Eﬂ t'u'[ lietle
‘hm. AOW d

Hf.‘ I-:u}keﬂ up lmi found" .mﬁn Wlth ‘the
- whiter hair; looking at him with "il‘l‘tllge‘}' em cfes again,
waiting for her tall friend to come back. He di “not liigp—u
Why did she look at him like tha? It wamed him. He took
‘acigarette and played with itin his ﬁngm "He knew her eyes
+ were on him all the time. He looked at his watch. Laura’s
“raking a long ame, he thought. More than ten minutes now.
Where is she? What's she doing in there? Suddenly, the tall
woman walked slowly past their table, stood next to her
friend and said something to her quietly. John could not hear
the words. .Hex: “fmend stood up and they moved away 16—
gether, afm in arm through the tables, out across the garden
of the hotel. Laura came out of the door at the back and
stood there watching them leave, herface very whire.

‘Well, you took your time ..." he began, and stopped,
secing her face. Something was wrong. She walked carefully
to their table and sat down. He quickly pulled up 2 chair next
to her. -

“What hnppcncd?_Whg'"t did she do? he asked. “Wha is it,
Laura? Tcll me. Are you ill?”

She tumed and looked at him, slowly looking happier.

‘She isn't dead, John. Sbe's here with us. That's why they

" looked at us all the time, those two sisters. They could see
" Chnstine.' ;
Oh no, K thought. It's what | was afraid of. She's going
- vougof h,r head. What do I do? How can | help her?
Yomust tell you, love,' Laura went on, ‘I'm so excited, so
__happy! I went out there, | was washing my hands and -
suddenly the' tall'syoman turned to me and said, “Dron't be
unhappy. My sister aw your litde girl. She was there with
you at the table, berween you and your husband, laughing.”

10
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“John? You dl:m’t ou? Burt ﬂut
said. I'm so happy. [ can't tell yo mllm lkﬁiﬂ

she was right, that woman. Her sister can see things other

" “people cannot see . . . she said Chisistine was uﬁ?lﬁt%lu—md—

“white dress she wore for her birthday Iut year. Remember?

“What could he say? How could he answer her? She sat
there, not crying, not excited. Quiet, Smiling at h:'lm. looking

+happy for the first time in days.

“Yes, Laura. [ . . " What could he say?.

. She stood up. ‘Cﬂmc on. We must see the church here on
'I"ﬂtl:dlu now that we're here.’

So tl:u:rh& the restaurant, and walked slowly through the
market with its clothes and fruit and dﬁnp sunglasm across
the square and into the church. Inside, it was dark, colder
than in the sun in the square. They moved slowly along with
the other people, Americans and Germans and Japaness,*all
talking to each other quietly, 'T"Ebn suddenly John saw them
again, the two sisters, standing together in a dark comner,
away from all the other mﬂ:. looking at him again. He
wanted to get out, get away from the two strange women,
back to Venice as quickly as they could. He took Laura’s atm

* and began to push her in front of him, through all the people,

Starting to have

to the door. She did net want to leave so soon, but she
thought he was not interested in seeing the church, 5o she said
nathing. They came out into the sun, walked down to the
water, and found their boat, waiting to take them back to

.\chc again..They took their places in :hc boat and he put

ound her. She smiled up at him, “What a good day!
“forg t it. Never. You know, love, 1 think I'm
very, very good holiday.' And the laughed.
He smiled back at hcr happily. [t's going to be all righe,
he thought. She’s coming back to me agan. Everything will

12
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Suddenly John saw them again, the two sisters, standing together in

a dark corner, away from all the other people.



be the same as before bc:rwcpn us. Venice will bring us
mgnbrr again; help. ustgs:l‘.u‘t Iwmg ;g.'nn w:l:lmmghhmtme

* We'll go ot and find somewhere di for dinner this-

evening, he thought, ng': the place we -gu to. Some-
wherce new. =i

Their hotel was a small, cnmfnrl:ﬂlh lace, near ﬂu:ﬁhmi

Canal. The manatthe frontdesk smiled and gave them theirkey,
From the window of their room they could see the boats coming
_and going along the camal in the late afternoon. Joh# titried on
the hot water in the bathroom, wanting a bath before the
evening. Now, he thought ag he went back into the bedroom,
15 the nime to make love, to be together again after all l:hl:sc
wecks. She understond, opened her arms to him and,mu!ul

*The thing is, love," she said Jater, mm::lr in front r::lf
the looking-glass, ‘I'm not very hungry. Shall we have a
quiet evening and eat here in the hotel?'

‘Mo, no. Let's go out. Let s go and find 1 small, dark plao:
where the Italians eat when they're in Jdowe. We can sit hand
in hand, dnnking wine together, waiting for nndmght

They wenr our laughing into the warm quiet night. ‘Let’s
walk," he said, ‘so that you're hungry by the time we find
somewhere good to cat.’

So they walked, and soon they lost themselves in the small
dark haﬁm,@' the city, away from the sounds of the
boats and the water. The houses stood tall and dark above

- them, their windows closed. John did nor know where they

were. s thought they were somewhere near the church
of San Zaccaria, and thought there was a restaurant in a small
street nexe to the church. They were at the corner of another
dark, :l'dpq- street, the same as all the others, when they
heard the ery —a dying cry, suddenly stopped. It came from
ong of the houses with ity windows closed, black and dead.
But which one? They stopped and listened.

4
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“Wihat was that? said Laura, worried and afraid:
‘Someone with toe much wine inside them, perhaps,’ said

John quickly. ‘Come on.’ Butit wash't like that, he mﬂ g

They walked away quickly up the steeer, Laura in_front,
John behind. Suddenly something caughe his cye: someone.
moving from the dark door of one of the houses, climbing
into a small boat in the water next to the house. A child, a
liede girl, of only five or six, wearing a short coat. John
stopped and watched her. She jumped from the first boat t&
another and to another, across the water, and then to the door
of an old bh;h—]gphng house, thruugb. its-black door, and
away. It took nnl}r 2 minuee s o =

Laura didn't see, he thought. He was happy about that, He
heard her feet coming back down thre street.

"What are you doing2 1 nearly lost you.’

'50;:}-1' he said. ‘I'm coming.’

He took her arm and they walked fast along the little street
and came out into a small square behind 2 church. Not 2
church he knew. They walked on across the square, into
another street, down it, more and more lost. Suddenly, in
front of them they saw lights and people walking in front of
another beautiful church. San Zacgaria. He turned and smiled
at her.

“Let's go and find your restaurant, then. ThaT. was qu::l:"

exciting, wasn't it?" he fhid. e
They saw the word 'Ristorante’ in orange lights at the
corner of a street across the square, and soon they were inside,

with the people eating and drinking, men in white shirts and

black trousers pushing past chairs, carrying plates of food, open—
ing bottles of wine, shouting back to the kitchen in fast Iralian
that they could not understand. They sat at a table in the comner
and John looked about him while Laura looked at the menu.
Then he saw them, the two old sisters, taking their places

15
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A child, a lirle girlof only five ar six, wearing a short coat. John -
stepped and watched her. It took only a minute.




at a table across the room. He was immediately uncomfort-
able. He wanted to leave, to get out of the place, but Laura
was happily iooking at the menu, waiting for her drink to

arrive, Why were the two old women m the same restaurane

Of all the hundreds of different restaurants in Venice, why
were they here, in fhis restaurant? And why did Laura want
to come to a restaugant near the church of San Zaccaria? Did
she know the two sisters ate here, and wanted to meet them
again?

Laura looked up from the menu and started to look round
the room. She saw them and gave a litcle cry.

‘O John! Lookl It's those two strange sisters we met on
Torcello this afternoon, sitting at that table over there. They're
looking over here. 1 must go and talk to them for a minute. |
must tellithem how happy they made me roday.’

Before he could stop her, she got up and, moving quickly
past the man arriving with their drinks, walked ‘across the
room. He watched her stop by their table, smiling, then pull
up a chair and sit down with them. All right, John thought.
I'll have a good ‘evening without you, then. And he ordered
another drink and a bortlé-of cold white wine to have with
his food. He watched the three women at the table across the
room. Laura, listening to the taller sister talking, sometimes
asking a question. The smaller sister with white hair said
nothing, but looked quictly across at his rable,

What do they want to ralk to Laura for? he thought, '
beginning his second drink. I'm not happy about it. Why are
they after my wife like this, following her, telling her things
about Christine?

His food camé and he started to eat, but then he pushed the
plate away, suddenly dot hungry any more. Then Laura was
back, sitting down again at their table, starting to eat her own
food, some fish, not saying anything, not se¢ing that he was

17




not eating. She finished hier fish, drank 2 Little of her wine and
began to speak.

‘I know you won't beliewe it Joxe,’ she said, "but the sisger
with the white hair said she saw Chrstine With-vs again, after
we left the restaurant on Torcello this aftemoon, in the
church there. She said she thought Christine wanted to el
her something about us, that we were jn danger here in
Venice. Christine is worried about us. She wants us to leave
here as. soom as we can. . . . John? Why don’t you say some-
thing?* : .

‘Because you're right. 1 don't believe -it. 1 don't believe
anything your two old sisters tell you." He was angry now.
These two old girls could not start telling him where to go

 and what to do on his holiday.

‘Please believe them, John. I do. They said that Christine
wanted us to leave Venice immediately, tomorrow. Then

we'll be all righe, they said.’

John just laughed and took another glass of wine far him-

self.

" "There's not much more for us to see here, John. [I'd like o
sce some of the other famows:Italian cities. And | do believe
that Christine is trying to tell us to go.'

'‘Right. OK, That's it. We'll go. We'll go back to the hotel
now and tell them that we're leaving in the moming. Do you
want anything ‘'more ‘to eat now? ‘Oh, John,' said Laura

.mnhappily, ‘don’t be angry. Don't take it like that. Look,

“why don't you come over and meet them? They could tell
you about it themselves and perhaps you'd belicve it all then.
It’s you they're talking about, you know. Christine is more

- worried ‘about you than about me. That's what they said.

And the sl:rmg: thing is that the shorter sister, with the white

““hair, says that you can sce things other people can’t see, too.

She says you don't know ir, bur you tan. She says you

18




anncrirnes see Christine yourself, but you don't know you're
doing it.'

‘One thing | can see, Laura, is that [ want to get out of this
[EIEANTANT NOW, mmrdmt:ly Then perhaps we can talk about
leaving Venice, when we're back at the hotel.’

Laura ‘was unhappy, saying nothing, playing with her
handbag as they waited to pay and leave. John looked quickly
across at the sisters’ table two or three times as they waited,
and saw them cating big plates of food, with a bottle of good
red wine. Mot very strange, he thought, Just two hungry
women. I don't believe a word they say, He paid and pushed
back his chair. :

*Arc you ready? he askcd

Laura was unhappy, saying nothing, playing with her handbag as
they waited to pay and leave.




'I'm going to say goodbye to them,' said Laura, her un-
hnppy mouth and eyes looking for a minute like their lictle
dead child’s. She was always verydike Christine when she was
angry, he thoughe sadly.

She went through the tables and chairs, across to the two
sisters, and he left the restaurant bc&h‘.'pwnt for her out-
side. Ar

Qutside, waiting for Laura to come out, it started to rain.
‘People walked past quickly, their heads down. The strects were
nearly empty; there were not many peaple in the square by the
church now — it was quite different from the warm, comfort-
able evening before they got lost and went into the lictle
restaurant, happy and hungry. This is what the people who live
here see, he thought, when there are no Brirish and Americans
and Germans in the city, in winter, when éverything is quiet.

Laura camie out and they started to walk back to their
hotel. In the Piazza San Marco it started to rain more heavily
and they stopped in the dﬁul::ﬂf-mm’ﬂlppﬁ. out of the rain.
Mobody was acthe cafe tables in the square now. 'Ev‘erythmE was
wet. They re right, he thought, when they say Venjce is dying.
Soon it will all be under waméfan under—ea city, and people will
come to visit it in boats, looking down at the buildings and
churches below them, under the water, like a lost world. He was
sad. The evening started so happily, au ghing tngcth:t butitis
ending like this, i the rain; with nota word between us,
«*When they arnived back at the hotel, John asked for their
key and.thesman gave-him an envelope av the same nme. He
opened it immediately. It was from the head of their son’s
school, Enghm‘l He read

: Jolreie i dqt_}msprml hiere. Taken ill yesterday. Do mot worry, bur
. docrar told me o ledyou know.
oy ¥ours

Charies Hill
% -
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When they arrived back at the hotel, the man gave him an
envelope. He apened it immediately and read.




He read it again, then walked slowly over to the dnu::l
where Laura stood, waiting for him. He gave her the
leteer. '

“This came when we were out,’ he said. *Not very good,

' afraid’

She read it and look :d up e,

“Well, that's it, then, isn't 17 We ml"t stay, can we? We
must leave Venice and go back to be ‘with Johnnie. [t's
Johnnie who's in danger, not ws. This is what Christine
wanted to tell the two old sisters.”

First thing the next moming, John tried to telephone Mr Hill,
the head of their son’s school in England. His wife answered
and said that her husband was at the hospital, visiting Johnnie,
but he could call back in an hour. John gave her the hotel’s
number. Then he told the hotel that they wanted to leave later
in the moming, and they started to put some of their things
into their bags, ready to go. They did not talk about the two
old sisters, or about the.day, before. Laura believed that the
letter from England, about Johnnic being in hospital, was what
Christine 'wanted to tell chem. But she said nothing; she knew
John did not believe it. They had breakfast and talked about
how they could get home, how they could get themsclves and
heir car on the through train from Milan to Calais, and about
how Mr, Hﬂl s leteer said ‘Don't worry'. The call from the
schoal n Engf:nd came when John was in the bathroom.
Laura answered it. When John came In a mmmute or two
laten - was still speaking, but he could see that she was
Worri -

"The -:lm:tur says Johnnie didn’t have a gmd night last
might,” Mr Hill said.
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When Jolm came iza minite or two later, the was still ipeaking,

buer e conld see that she was worried,

‘He's worse than he was yesterday. That's nothing very
unusual, the doctor says. Bur he's going to have a small
operation today or tomorrow. We're very sorry about chs,
but perhaps ... my wife and | thought perhaps you conld
come back, to be with him?*

'Oh yes, yes, assoon as we can. You're quite righe,” Laura said.

‘But please don't worry too much. The hospital here 15
very good, and the doctor knows what he's doing.”

"Yes," said Laura, ‘good . . " and then stopped because John
was behind her, trying to tell her something.

"We can twy to get you on a plane, roday, and then I can

come back on the train with the car,” E_&ILL%?WH_E:

there by this evepins ———
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S L she answered, and then to the telephone, "We're
going to try to get back as soon as we can, Mr Hill, I'm sure
Johnnie will be all right in the hospital, Please thank your
wife for h:ipmg him, too. Goodbye.’

She put down the telephone and looked round at all che
books and coats and other clothes all over the room, waiting
to go into their bags. The telephone went again. Laura,
sitting next td'it, picked it up again. It was the man from the
hotel desk. He had places on the train to London for them
and rheir car, for the next night.

‘Look,’ said Laura. ‘I'm sorry, but can you get a place on
today’s plane from Venice to London, for me? One place.
My husband will follow on the train with the car tomorrow,
but one of us must be back in England by tonight.’

Her face was white with worry. She put the telephone
down again. .

"We lost Christine, but we're not going to lose another
child,’ she said. '

‘All right, love. It'll be all right . . ." He put his hand on her
arm, but she pushed it away, so he turned back to his clothes
and his bag. It was no good saying anything more. Better to
let her go quickly on the plane, and for him to follow with
the car. But then he had another thought.

‘Perhaps we can fly back together," he began, ‘and 1 can
come back-later to get the ¢ar and drive it back through
France ...

But she did not want that. It was too expensive. ‘And we
can't go off and leave all our things and the car here," she
went-on. ‘How will we get to and from the hospiral, to visit
Johnnie, without the car?’

She was right, It was only — well, he was as worried about
Julinnic as sheyas, but he didn't want to say so.

She went down to the hotél desk to adk the man about the
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planc ticket; John finished putting h:s things into a bag. She
trlcplmncd up to the room from the desk a minute or two
larer. e

‘It’s all going to be all right," she said. "There’s a p‘tanc
lcaving from Venice to London in under an hour, and a boat
15 going from the Piazza San Marco for the airport-in about
ten minutes. I'll be in England by this aftcrnoon.”

'I'll bring your bag down immediately, then," he told her.

She was at the desk when he went down, looking happier;
not so white and worricd. She was leaving. He wanted to be
leaving with her; he did not want to stay in Venice-or drive
to Milan without her, and the thought of the long hours on
the train back to Calais from Milan the next night did not
make him any happier. And he was worried about Johnnie,
Loo. Y =

They walked along to the Piazza San Marco, clean and
new-looking after the rain, and’found the boat for the airport.
People walked sinw!y past, warm, happy, looking up at the
front of the beautiful big church, and boats came and went in
the sun. f

I'l telephone you tnni%ht from Milan," he told her. "Mr
and Mrs Hill will give you a bed at the school, I think, so I'll
phone you there later this evening, when you're back from
the hospital.’

Laura put her arms round him for a minute @nd they stood .
together quictly before she climbed down into the boat with.

all th2 other English people going back to England after their
holiday in Venice. She found a place next to 2 smiling man
and his smiling wife, near the front of the boat. They started
to talk to her immediately and she looked up at John,
standing there watching her from the square.

The boatman called out something in Italian, and the boat
began to move away across the water. He stood watching it,
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They walked along to the Piazza San Mareo., cléan and wew-
looking after the rain, and found the boat for the airporf.
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wad and lost inside himself without her, and soon her red coat
was like the only small lower in 2 garden of darker colours,
the greens and browns, of the clothes of the other people.in

the boat. He tumed and walked-away, back to the horel, not

seeing the sun on the city all round him.

There was nothing, he thought, looking at their bags, at
Laura’s second coat lying on the bed, nothing as sad as a hotel
room with its last wvisitors leaving, before the next visitors
arrive. He could see¢ Laura here in <o many things in the
room. Her pen, now finished with; left by the telephone; her
coffee cup on the small table by the window; a long hair on
the bed, light now with the sun on it. He could hear the
sound of the people and the boats outside, but she was't
there to listen to or watch it all with him. It was all empty;
the holiday was suddenly finished.

He left their bags ready and went down to the horel desk,
to pay. New people were there, talking to the man at the
desk, sitting outside watching the boars on the Grand Canal,
thinking about what to do that day.

John asked for an early lunch, here at the hotel, a place he
knew, before getting the bags down to the boat ar the Prazza
and then across to the garage where their car was. He was
hungry. But even in the hotel restaurant, things were different.
There were new people at the table he and Laura usually had

by the windaw, so he sat at a small table for one, away from

the window, and could not sce the canal or the people out-
side. - -

She’s in the plane now, he thought, with all those other
English people in their green and brown clothes, smiling and
talking 1o her. He imagined Laura telling them about Johnnie
in hospital, about him bringing the car back on the train. Well,
those two strange sisters must be happy about it, he thought.
We're leaving. Going homie. That's what they wanted.
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Lunch finished, he didn't sit with a2 cup of coffec and 1

slow cigarette at a table outside in the sun. He wanred to

leave as soon as he could, to get the car and start for Milan. -

He asked someone to bring their bags down from the room,
s3id goodbye to the péople at the hotel desk, and, with the
hotel boy carrying the bags behind him, he walked back o
San Marco, to the boats. He found the right boat, got all the
bags into it, paid the boy, and sat among the people, waiting
to go. For a minute, sitting there before they started; he was
sad to be leaving Venice. Will we come here again? he asked
himself. Will we come back .to finish this holiday, to be
happier here some time later?

The boat moved out. He could see the famous square, with
all its tall, white buildings in the sun, people on holiday, some

wearing dark glasses, walking slowly together, stopping, look- :

ing, talking. So much here that he knew now, to try and
remember. Smaller and smaller. The boat moved away quite
fast, up the Grand Canal, past the little red house where
d’Annunzio lived, with its garden ~ ‘our house” Laura called
it — and turned left to the Piazzale Roma, so that they didn't
g0 past some of the best plices on the canal, like the Rialto.

Another boat went past them, and for a minute he wanted
to jump into it, to go back to Venice again, to all that was
now behind him. Then he saw her. Laura, there in the other
boat in her red coat, and with the two strange sisters next to
her, talking to her; Laura I:lmlcing sad and lost. He didn't
move; he was amazed. The other boat was past them now,
so they couldn’t see or hear him,

What happencd? he asked himself. Why didn't she get the
plane? And why didn't she phone me at the hotel before |
left? She knew 1 was there. And now, why was she with

‘those women again, locking worried and afraid? He could

think of no good answers to all the questions in his head.
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Then he saw her. Lavra, there in the other hoat in her red coar, and
with the two strange sisters next to her.



P::h;pﬁ she wants to drive to Milan with me. after all, and is
gnmg back to the hotel tm find me, he thought. The only
thing to do was to telephone the hotel as soon as they arrived -
at_the Piazzale Roma and tell her to wait there. Then he
could go back and get heegget her away from those two old
women.

When the boat arrived at the Piazrale ana, everyone
pushed to get off the boat, as usual. He found a to take
the bags and to look after them for five mﬁ'uwi’-m-u
went to telephone the hotel. He found the number and the
right money and luckily the man he knew answered the tele-
phol'lt

. A mistake, [ think,’ iw.gad_ .| don’t understand . .
1 thmk my wife is back at the hotel. ... She was with two
friends ten minutes ago, coming back into Venice. . . ." Could
the man find her and ask her to wait there. 'I'll gr.t a boat
back into Venice,' he said. ‘I'll be as quick as [ can." The man
understood everything, and John put down the telcphone.

The man with their bags stood waiting for him to finish an the

‘phone. The easiest thing now wasto takeall the bags to the carin -

the garage, put them all infit 4fid then come back and get the next
boat back to the hotel. The minutes went by slowly, as he waited
by the water for the next boat to come, and all the time worrying,
Why didn’t she get the plane? What's wrong? Why didn't she
telephone me? It was no good trying to imagine, She could tell
“ himn ‘everything when he got back to the hotel and found her.
In San-Marco, when they arrived half an hour later, there
were more people than before. He walked quickly back to
the hotel, in through the doors, ready to smile at Laura,
2 waiting m with her story to tell him. She was not there,
% He wenr to the desk. Luckily again, the same man was there.
Is my wife htré?'j&h.n asked.
*WNo, sir, I'm sorry, sir. She is not here.”

k-
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‘I'll be as quick as I can.” The man with their bags stood waiting for
him to finish on the 'phone.

“That's very strange. I don’t understand why not. She was
on one of the boats coming back from the airport.’

‘'l don't know what to say, sir,’ the man said, "She was with
friends, | think you said? Perhaps she is with them, at their
hotel, and will come here later," :

“Yes. Well, two women we met on Torcello ycslerdz}*
We didn't: know them before. We saw them again later,
yesterday evening, at a restaurant here m Venice. I was
amazed to see her with them today on the boat, and not at
the airport or on her plane, where I thought she was.! .

So where was she? It was after three now,

‘Do you know where they are staying, sir?' the man asked,
trying to help. .
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‘No, 1 don’t. And | don't know the names of these two

“women, butTthink they were sisters. They looked nearly the

same. But why go to their hotel, and not here? That's what |

~_an't understand.’

‘I'll tell you what I'll'de, sir,’ the man said. ‘I'll telephone
ithe airport and ask about that plane. Then we will know
about that.”

Yes, please,’ s.-nzd]ohn It was the only thing to do.

He lit a cigarette and walked up and down, waiting for the
man to fimsh talking on the phone. It took a long time and
the man's Italian was too fast for John to understand what he
said. He finished and pur down the telephone.

"Very strange, sir. The plane left on time, and everyone
was on it, they say. "!'he? think your wife was on it with the
others.'

John was quiet, more worried now than before. Where
was Laura? Was she all right? The man looked wornied too.

‘Perhaps, sir, you made a mistake? Perhaps it was not your
wife on the other boat, coming back from the airport?’

*Oh no," said John. ‘It was my wife. | know it was. She
was wearing the same redicdat she had on when she left here
this moming." He lit another cigarette and went out to look
at the street, the canal, to look for 2 woman in a red coat . .,
Laura was out there somewhere. At half-past four, he went
back to the hotel desk. :

‘T can’t wait here any more," he said. ‘I must try to get to

- Milan this evening. Please tell my wife, when she comes in,

1

e

that T came hack and waited.”

The man looked very worried now. "Yes, sir. 1 will do
thac.’

John went out and began to walk back to the Piazza San
Marco. He looked into all the shops and at all the cafe tables,
looking for Laura's red coat or those two sisters, but he saw

Ll
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‘Veery strange, sir. The plane left on time, and everyone was on'it,
they say, They think your wife was on it with the others.



nobody he knew, The only thing to do-was to try to find :

' these sisters now. Their hotel could be anywhere, but perhaps

they were at a small hotel somewhere near San Zaccaria, near
the little restaurant they were at last night. So he walked
slowly back to the little restaurant near San Zaccaria, and
asked one of the men getting the rables ready for the evening
about the two old sisters. The man said he remembered them,
“yes, but he was very sorry, he did not know where ﬂl_cir hotel
Ty

John walked out into the street again. He was afraid now,
How could he find Laura? And-what did those two women
want with her?

Suddenly he saw a police station and thought, this is it. |
can't find Laura. I'm going inside to ask them to help me. He
went inside.

There was another Englishman and his wife in there,
waiting to spcak to someone about 2 lost handbag. How
could he tell them he wanted to spedk to someonc about 2
lost wife?

“They won't do muc!ifu_;‘us tonight,’ the man said unth-
pily, ‘not with this murderer somewhere out there.!

‘Murderer? What murderer?” asked John.

“You don't know? the man asked. ‘It's on the radio;
everyone's talking about it. Woman found dead somewhere
near here last night. Killed with a knife. She was here on
holiday, too, they say. It's not good for Venice, that isn't.’

A door opened and someone called the man and his wife
away to talk about their lost handbag. John sat. remembenng
calling the two sisters ‘murderers' at the restaurant on Torcello
and laughing about it with Laura. Now Laura was not there
and he could not find her; another woman was dead, mur-
dered with a knife. He could not tell the police that he
bcl:cwﬁﬁou two old sisters had his wife somewhere, w.-;_nr.ml
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to kill her too, perhaps. What do 1 say, then? he thought. He °
looked at his watch, Half-past six,

Another door opened and a policeman asked him to go
anto a small office, He gave his name, the name of the hotel,
-ete, vte. Then he told the man abour Laura, the two sisters,
the plane to England and secing her with them later, on the
boat coming back into Venice. The man looked worried.
John could see that he believed him.

'‘Please go back to your hotel now, sir,' the policeman said.
“We will telephone you there as soon as we know any more.'

He went back to the hotel and they gave him a room for
the night, a small room at the back of the hotel. He washed
and asked them to send half a bottle of nice cold wine up to
his room. Then he tried to telephone England, to speak to Mr
JHill again, to find ourt how Johnnie was. After a minute or
two he heard Mrs Hill answer, saying, ‘Hello? He mld her
who he was.

‘Oh, I'm so happy you rang. All is well here. Johnnic had
an operation this morning, and the doctor says he'll soon be
much better. So you mustn’t worry any more, You can sleep
well tonight, Now }rnu:?a wite's here with me, and she wants
to speak to you. Bye.'

John sac up on the bed, amazed. He heard Laura say, 'John,
John? Are you there?'

__He could not answet. He could not believe it.

'?n‘, I'm here,” he said quietly, after nearly a minute.

Wk 15 all right here now,” she went on. “Johnnic is
sitting up in bed again after his operation and he’s quite
comfortable in the hospital. He was very happy to see me
there, How was the drive to Milan? And where are you stay=
g
I'm not in Milan,’ he answered slowly, ‘I'm at our hotel in
Venice.
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‘In Venice? Why, John? Is the car all right?'

*Yes, it's all ight. I'll tell you when I'see you. There was a
mistake . . .* }

He was suddenly so tired, he couldn't tell her about it alf"
He did not want to talk any more; he couldn’t hear Laura
very well, He wanted to stop talking, to go to slecp and tnr
to forget about everything.

"Well, what are you going to do? You'll catch rhc train at™
Milan tomorrow evening, won't you?*

‘Yes, I'll get there," he told her,

“Well, | must stop now, love,' she said. ‘It's dinner cime
here. Look after yourself and drive carefully.’

They said goodbye and he drank some of the wine, stood

up and went across to the window. So what's happening? he
thought, standing looking out at the little garden at the back :
of the hotel. | didn’t imagine that I saw Laura wich those two
women in the boat. I know she was there, and they were, too.
I know it. Are those two women playing games with me?
Are they trying to make me believe in them? But why? And
what. do I do now? Go down and tell the man ar the horel
desk that it was all a big mistake? That Laura is in England?
He put on his shoes. It was ten to cight.

I'l go to the bar and have 2 drink, he thoughe, then 1'll
talk to the man at the desk, tell him everything is all right.
Then perhaps I'll go and tell the police 1o stop looking for
Laura. Say sorry to everyone and leave early in the morning.
Get out of the place as quickly as | can,

He went down to the bar and had a quick drink, then he went
out to the front desk. It was empty. There was nobody there.
He walked onm, out into the street. 'l have some dinner
somewhere and then tell them later, he told himself. He
went to a restaurant near the hotel and sat ar a table in the
corner and had another half-botte of wine with his food. It
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was nearly half-past nine when he finished, He must go and

well them now. He drank his coffee, lic a cigarerte and paid.
When he arrived back at the hotel, there was a policeman
there. The rywo sisters were ac the police station, he said, and
: hc wanted John to go with him to ask them some questions.
jolm fold him and the man at the hotel desk about his
mistake, and said he was sorry three or four times, but the
policeman was angry and spoke quickly in Italian to the hotel -
man. John was more and more uncomfortable. He said he
was happy to go with the policerman to the police station to
see the two sisters and to say sorry to them himself.
So he walked back across the Piazza San Marco o the
police station, -with the angry policeman following him,
without a word. The two sisters were there, very unhappy
- and worried. on chairs in the small office. John told them
.r_-%‘-;_ Ammediately, and said he was very sorry. The police asked

him more difficult questions, angry with him now, not
believing his story any more. The two old sisters only wanted
to go back to their hotel. They did not want the police to
make things difficult for John, and so, after a very uncomfort-
able half-hour or moref#lie police let him go. He walked
with the two old sisters back to their hotel and tried two tell
them about seeing Laura with them in the boar that afrer-
noon, :

*Yes, you did see s with her,’ the sister with the white hair
‘said, stopping outside cheir lirele hotel and locking at him
agan with-her strange, empty cyes; "but not today. You saw
us with her next week. Coming backto Venice, next week.
Not today.' She spoke more quietly and slowly than her
sister. )

‘Mext week? I don't understand,” said John.

‘She sees things that other people cannot sec. 1 told your
wife yesterday. But I must take my sister in now. She is very

37
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tired. There is nothing for you to say sorry for, you know.
My sister and [J:npw that. Goodnight.' And the two old
women went into their hotel, Enumg him standing aF-
The door closed. % .

He looked round him. Where was he? The square, with
another little church in it, was empty and quict. He looked at
the name of the church and thought he knew then where h-:
wasz, Quite near :Il-‘thu Ilgﬁu-m&dn: people of San Marco, he
thought - just down that street next to the church ... He
went down the dark little street. -

This isn't_right, he thought, but then he thought he knew
the street. Perhaps 1 walked down here with Laura yesterday
evening. when we were lost. He was nearly at the corner of
the streer, when he saw the child, It was the same lictle girl as.
last night, wearing a dark coat.

Why is she running? he thought. Trying to get away from
someone. Afraid.

A man ran into the street behind her, looking round him,
locking for her. The little girl ran into a dark door, rying to
get away. John stood in another dark door, watching.

The murderer! thought John. He remembered the sudden
cry of the night before; 3 woman dying. This is it again. She's
trying to get away from the mutderer! He wanted to run
away himself, but he could not leave the child to die at the -
hand of this man. He heard her running again, and suddenly,
she ran past him, through the dark door where he stood, into.
the house, not seeing him. What could he do? How could he
help her? He ran after her, through the door; now standing-
open, and into_the dark house. He could hear the sound of
the murﬂtmﬂ*hhui.ng behind them in the dark. It was tho.
lare. '

'It"s all right,” he called. 'I'll help you.” But she ran on into
the houseé, crying. This is it, he thought. We're in chis
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The woman pulled a long thin ketife from her coat and threw it at him as

hard as she could . . . No, he thought, I don’t want to die ke this . . .
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together now, the child and I He ran after her, followed her
into a room and shut the door behind him, wming the key.

The child was sitting on the floor by the opgn winth_vg;g__'f; _
the empty room her coat pulled up over her head. i

‘It’s all righe. It's all nght now.” he said.

The child stood up fast and pushed the coar back off her
head. He looked at her. He could not believe what he saw.
Mot a child, buta very shore, very strong-looking old woman
with a big head, not crying now, but smiling at him with
dirty teeth. He heard the man outside cry, ‘Open the door!
Police!' and the short woman pulled a long thin knife from
her coat and threw it at him as hard as she could, He tried to
turn, bur it hit him below the ear, on the left.

He saw the boat again, on the Grand Canal, with the two
sisters and Laura, looking sad and lost. Not today, not tomor-
row, but the day after that. And he knew why they were
together, why Laura was back in Venice again. The police
started to break down the door, but he could not hear
anything now.

No, he thought, | don't want to die like this . ..



Vocabulary Work

Look back at the "Diclionary Words' in the siory. Do you know how lo
say the same things in your language? Use the words in senlences
aboul things which happen in the story, for example:

John's murderer was a strange lithe women.

Laura was worried about her son Johnnia's aperation and wenl

back to England immediately.

Comprehension

PagesG-17

1 Look at the picture on page 6. What time of day is it? What are the
people doing? Who dre the two people nearest you? Who are the
twa ather women at the table behind?

2 John and Laura ses the two sisters again and again. In which of
these places do thay see them?
a the restaurant on Torcelio
b tha church on Torcello
¢ John and Laura’s hotel
d the San Zaccaria church
¢ the restaurant near San Zaccaria

3 On his evening walk, John heard a strange cry and saw a little child.
How old was the child? What clothes did she have on? Where did she
got?

Fages 18-27

4 Who was Christine? Laura balleved that Christine wanted lo lell her

something. What was it?
& Laura went back to England. Why? John stayed in Venice. Whny?
& On page 28, John saw something that amazed him. What was it?
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Pages 30-41

7 Who says thess words? Who is the speaker speaking to?
a 'No, sir. I'm sorry sir. She is nol here.’
b ‘Look aher yoursell and drive carafully.’
¢ "You saw us with her next week, Not today.'

B On page 38, John wants 1o go 1o the police station to say sorry to
the two sisters. Why doas he wanl to say sorry?

9 The last words of the story are: | dont wan! to die'like this .. ' In
one or two sentences, say how John dies,

Discussalon

1 Do you believe that the old sister.did see Christine, John and Layra’s
dead daughter? Do you think thn: some people can ‘sea things other
people can'tsea'?

2 Who were you most sorry for in the story: Jnhn- or Laura? Why?

Writing & e

1 Write a 100-word story about John's murder for the English Language
newspaper in Venice. 5ay what happened after the murder.
2 You are. ane q‘t |hu two old sisters. Write a shorl letter to Laura in
England Tell har what happened to John. Ask her lo come to Venice
“guickly.

Review

‘1 What do you find the most difficult thing to understand in this story,
the strangest thing aboul it? Why?
2 Do you think this is a good short story? Why or why not?
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Don't Look Now
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