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To the teacher

In addition to all the language forms of Levels
One and Two, which are used again at this level
of the series, the main verb forms and tenses used
at Level Three are:

Q

past continuous verbs, present perfect simple
verhs, conditional clauses (using the ‘first’ or
‘open future’ conditional), question tags and
further common phrasal verbs.

modal verbs: have (got) to and don’t have to
(to express obligation), need to and needn't
(to express necessity), could and was able
to (to describe past ability), could and would
(in offers and polite requests for help), and
shall (future of plans, offers and suggestions).

Also used are:

a

a

relative pronouns: who. that and which (in
defining clauses)

conjuncuions: if and since (for ime or rea-
son), so that (for purpose or result) and while

indirect speech (questions)
participle clauses,




Specific attention is paid to vocabulary develop-
ment in the Vocabulary Work exercises at the end
of the book. These exercises are aimed al training
students to enlarge their vocabulary systemati-
cally through intelligent reading and effective use
of a dictionary.

To the student:

Dictionary Words:

O As you read this book, you will find that some
words are darker black than the other on the
page. Look them up in your dictionary, if you
do not already know them, or try to guess the
meaning of the words first, without a diction-

ary.



Jane Eyre

Someone was in my room. It was a woman. She
was a big woman, tall and strong. At first I did
not see her face. She looked at herself in the
mirror. Then | saw her face! It was the most
terrible face! She looked angry, cruel and fright-
ening.

Jane Eyre works for Mr Rochester. At his
large house. Thornfield Hall, she ieaches the hittle
girl, Adeéle. But she also loves Mr Rochester, and
wants to marry him. Does Rochester love her? Is
Jane right to love him? _

Rochester is very rich, and Jane is poor. Bul
more important than that — there is a secret in
Thomfield Hall, a terrible secret. Only Rochester
knows what it is — and he will say nothing...

Charlotte Bronté was born in 1816 in a village in
Yorkshire, England. After her mother died, in
1821, an aunt looked after Charlotie, her four
sisters and their brother, Branwell. In 1824 the
four oldest sisters, Maria, Elizabeth, Charlotte and
Emily, went away to school. The school was a
cold, terrible place, and because of it Maria and




Elizabeth were ill and died. It is this school that
Charlotte later described as ‘Lowood’ in Jane
Eyre. After that Charlotte and her two sisters and
Branwell had their lessons at home and they began
to wrile stories together. She later worked as a
teacher and then, for two years, she studied Ger-
man and French in Brussels.

In 1844, Charlotte retumed home and she
and her sisters all began writing books. Emily
wrote Wuthering Heights and Anne wrote Agnes
Grey, and both sold their books — they came out
together at the end«of 1847, Charlotte could not
sell her book, The Professor, but she tried again
— and wrote Jane Eyre. This also came out in
1847 and readers loved it.

Charlotte was now famous, but termible un-
happiness followed. Her brother and sisters all
died: Branwell in September 1848, Emily in De-
cember of that year, and Anne in 1849. Charlotte
wrote two more bogks Shirley in 1849 and Villerre
in 1853. She married in 1854, and died in 1855,
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John picked up a large, heavy book and threw it

strenehl at- me,



Jane Eyre

My name is Jane Eyre and my story begins when
| was ten. 1 was living with my aunt, Mrs Reed,
because my mother and father were both dead.
Mrs Reed was rich. Her house was large and
beautiful, but I was not happy there. Mrs Reed had
three children, Eliza, John and Georgiana. My
cousins were older than 1. They never wanted to
play with me and they were often unkind. I was
afraid of them.

1 was most afraid of my cousin John. He
enjoyed frightening me and making me feel un-
happy. One afternoon, I hid from him in a small
room. I had a book with a lot pictures in it and
1 lelt quite happy. John and his sislers were with
their mother.

But then Johp decided 1o look for me.

‘Where's Jane Eyre?’ he shouted, ‘Jane!
Jane! Come out! He could not find me at first —
he was not quick or clever. But then Eliza, who
was clever, found my hiding place.

‘Here she is!" she shouted. | had o come
out. And John was waiting for me.

‘What do you want?' I asked him.

!



JANE EYRE
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When at I'mf I woke u_rJ I was in my bwi Hi.: .-J‘oﬂ'or
was there, "What happenrd”' I asked him.

‘] want you to come here.” John said. [ went
and stood in front of him. He looked at me for a
long time, and then suddenly he hit me. ‘Now go
and stand near the door!” he said.
| was very frightened. 1 knew that John'
wanted to hurt me. [ went and stood near the door.
Then John picked up a large, heavy book and
threw it straight at me. The book hit me on the
head and 1 fell.
" “You cruel boy!" I shouted. "You always
want to hurt me. Look!" 1 touched my head. There
was blood on it

2



JANE EYRE

John became angrier. He ran across the room
and started to hit me again and again. | was hurt
and afraid, so 1 hit him back.

Mrs Reed heard the noise and hurried into
the room. She was very angry. She did not seem
to notice the blood on my head.

‘Jane Eyre! You bad girl!" she shouted. “Why
are you hitting your poor cousin? Take her away!
Take her to the red room and lock the door!’

The red room was cold and dark. I was very
frightened. Nobody ever went into the red room
at night. T cried for help, but nobody came. ‘Please
help me!’ I called. ‘Don’t leave me here!’

But nobody came to open the door. 1 cried
for a long time, and then everything suddenly
went black. I remember nothing after that

When at last 1 woke up, I was in my bed.
My head was hurting. The doctor was there. ‘What
happened?’ | askade him.

“You are ill, Jane,” the doctor answered.
“Tell me, Jane. Are you unhappy here with your
aunt and your cousins?’

‘Yes, Iam,” 1 answered. ‘I'm very unhappy.’

‘I see,” said the doctor. ‘Would you like 0
go away 10 school?” he asked.

3



JANE EYRE

‘Oh, yes, I think so," I told him. The doctor
looked at me again, and then he left the room. He
talked to Mrs Reed for a long time. They decided
to send me away 10 school.

So not long alterwards, | left my aunt’s
house 1o go to school, Mrs Reed and my cousins
were pleased when I went away. [ was not really
sad o leave. ‘Perhaps I'll be happy at school,” 1
thought. ‘Perhaps I'll have some friends there.’

&

One night in January, after a long journey, I ar-
rived at Lowood School. It was dark and the
weather was cold, windy and rainy.

The school was very large, bul it was not
warm and comfortable, like Mrs Reed’s house. A
teacher took me into a big room. It was full of
girls. There were about eighty girls there. The
youngest girls were nine, and the eldest were about
twenty. They all wore ugly brown dresses.

It was supper time. There was water to drink,
and a small piece of bread to eat. I was thirsty,
and drank some water. | could not eal anything
because 1 felt too tired and too excited. After
supper, all the girls went upstairs 1o bed. The

4
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JANE EYRE

teacher took me into a very long room. All the
girls slept in this room. Two girls had to sleep in
each bed.

Early in the morning, | woke up. It was still
dark outside and the room was very cold. The girls
washed themselves in cold water and put on their
brown dresses. Then everybody went downstairs
and the early morning lessons began.

At last, it was time for breakfast. I was now
very hungry. We went into the dining-room with
the teachers. There was a terrible smell of burning
food. We were all hungry, but when we tasted the
food we could not eat it. It tasted terrible. Feeling
very hungry, we all left the dining-room.

At nine o'clock, lessons began again. 1
looked round at the other girls. They looked very
strange in their ugly brown dresses, 1 did not like
the teachers. They seemed to be unkind and un-
friendly.

Then at twelve o’clock, the head teacher,
Miss Temple, came in. She was very pretty and
her face was kind. ‘I want to speak to all the girls,’
she said. ‘I know that you could not eat your
breakfast this morning,” she told us. “So now you
will have some bread and cheese and a cup of
coffee.’ The other teachers looked surprised. ‘T'll

6
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JANE EYRE

[ wenl fo Miss Temple's room. Helen Burns was fving
there in a liatle bed. She was now very thin, and her
face was whire.

pay for this meal,” Miss Temple said. The girls
were very pleased.

After this meal, we went out into the garden.
The girls” brown diéSses were too thin for the cold
winter weather, Most of the girls looked cold and
unhappy, and some of them looked very ill. 1
walked around and looked at the girls and at the
school and the garden. But I did not speak 10
znyone, and nobody spoke 10 me.

One of the girls was reading a book. ‘Is your
so0k interesung?’ 1 asked her.

7



JANE EYRE

‘I like it, she answered.

‘Does this school belong to Miss Temple?
| asked.

‘No, it doesn’t, she answered. ‘It belongs
to Mr Brocklehurst. He buys all our food and all
our clothes.’

The girl's name was Helen Burns. She was
older than I was. I liked her immediately. She
became my friend.

Helen told me that many of the girls were
ill because they were always cold and hungry. Mr
Brocklehurst was not a kind man. The clothes he
bought for the girls were not warm enough for the
winter, and there was never enough food to eat

After a few months, may of the girls at
Lowood School became seriously ill. Lessons
stopped. and [ and the other girls who were not
ill spent all our time out in the fields near the
school. The weather was now warm and sunny.
It was a happy time for us, but my friend Helen
Burns was not with us. She had to stay in bed. She
was very 1ll.

One evening, I went to Miss Temple's room.
Helen Burns was lying there in a little bed. She
was now very thin, and her face was white. She

L]
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JANE EYRE

spoke to me in & low voice, ‘Jane,’ she said. ‘it's
good to see you. I want to say goodbye to you.’

‘Why?" I asked her. *Are you going away?’

“Yes, 1 am," Helen answered. ‘I'm going far
away.’

That mght she died.

During that summer, many other girls in the
school died too. Mr Brocklehurst sold the school,
and it became a happier place.

I stayed at the school until 1 was eighteen
and then I had to find a job. 1 wanted to become
a teacher.

I wrote a letter (o a newspaper. I said 1 was
a young teacher, who wanted a job working in a
family. Then 1 waited for an answer. At last, an
answer came. It was from a lady, Mrs Fairfax, who
lived at a place called Thornfield Hall. She needed
a teacher for a little girl. So 1 packed my clothes
in a small bag and travelled to Thomfield Hall,

&

I felt very excited when I arrived at Thomfield
Hall. The house was large, but it seemed very
guet. Mrs Fairfax met me at the door. She was
2n old lady with a kind face.

9



JANE EYRE

‘Sit down, Miss Eyre," she said, “You look
tired after your journey. Later, you will meet
Adele.’

‘Is Adele my studem?’ I asked.

“Yes, she is. She is French. Mr Rochester
wants you to teach her English.’

‘Who is Mr Rochester?” 1 asked.

Mrs Fairfax looked surprised. ‘Did you not
know?" Thornfield Hall belongs to Mr Rochester,’
she answered. ‘T only work for him.’

‘Is Mr Rochester here now?" I asked.

‘No. He is away. He does not come very
often to Thornfield. T do not know when he will
returmn.
Later, I met Adéle. She was a pretty little
girl. I spoke to her in French, and began to teach
her English. She enjoyed her lessons, and 1 en-
joyed teaching her. [ liked Adéle and 1 liked Mrs
Fairfax, too. It was quiet at Thomfield Hall, and
sometimes I felt a little bored, but everybody was
kind to me there.

One afternoon, I walked to the village to
post a leuer. It was winter, and there was ice on
the road. As I was walking back to Thornfield
Hall, 1 heard a noise behind me. It was a horse.
A man was riding towards Thornfield Hall, I stood

10




JANE EYRE

on one side and the horse went past. The man did
not see me. He was a strangér with dark hair.
Suddenly, with a loud noise, the stranger’s horse
fell down on the ice. The man was lying on the
ground, trying to get up. I ran forward to help.

‘Are you hurt, sir?” I asked him.

The stranger looked surprised to see me. "A
little,” he answered. ‘Could you help me to caich
my horse? That's right. Now could you bring the
horse here, please? “Thank you.’ The siranger tried
to stand up, but his leg was hurting too much. He
looked at me agaih. “Could you help me to get up
on its back again? Good. Thank you, Miss.'

1 watched him as he rode away. "Who is
he?’ I asked myself. ‘He is not handsome, but he
has an interesting face. [ would like to know him.’

When 1 got hqck to Thomfield, everybody
Was Very excited. Mrs Fairfax was very busy.
‘What's happening?’ I asked her.

‘Oh, Miss Eyre," said Mrs Fairfax, ‘itis Mr
Rochester! He has suddenly come back! But he
will probably go away again soon. Now, Miss
Eyre. you must go and put on your best dress. Mr
Rochester wants to meet you and Adele after
dinner.’

11



JANE EYRE

A man was riding towards Thornfield Hall. Suddenly,
with a loud noise, the stranger’s horse fell down
on the ice.

F



JANE EYRE
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Mr Rochester was asleep and the bed was on fire!
Quickly, I took some warer and threw it all over the bed.

Later that evening, I took Adéle to Mr
Rochester’s room. I felt rather afraid of meeting
Mr Rochester. 1 wenf quietly into the room and
saw a man there. I knew him, It was the man on
the horse, So the inleresting stranger was Mr
Rochester!

Mr Rochester did not go away again. He
was busy every day but sometimes in the evenings
he talked to me. He was usually serious, and he
did not smile or laugh very often, but he was

13



JANE EYRE

interesting and 1 was not afraid of him. I began
to enjoy myself more at Thornfield Hall.

&

One night, I woke up suddenly. It was aboul two
o'clock in the morning. I thought [ heard a sound.
Everything was very quiet. I listened carefully and
the sound came again. Someone was walking about
outside my room.

‘“Wha's there?" I called. Nobody answered.
I felt cold and frightened. The house was silent
| tried 1o sleep again.

Then T heard a laugh. It was a terrible, cruel
laugh! 1 listened. Someone was walking away,
going up the stairs to the attic. What was happen-
ing? I decided to go and find Mrs Fairfax. I put
on some clothes and left my room. The house was
guiet now, but suddenly I could smell smoke.
Something was burning! I ran to find out.

The smoke was coming from Mr Rochester’s
room. I ran into the room and looked around. Mr
Rochester was asleep in his bed, and the bed was
on fire! “What can I do?" 1 thought. Quickly, I
looked around the room. Luckily, there was some
walter in one comer. As quickly as I could, I wok

- 14




JANE EYRE

the ‘water and threw it all over the bed. Mr
Rochester woke up.

“What's happening?' he shouted. “Jane! Is
it you? What are you doing?’

‘Mr Rochester,’ [ said, ‘your bed is on fire!
You must get up at once.’

He jumped out of bed. There was water
everywhere and the fire was still smoking. “Jane,
you've saved me from the fire! How did you know
about it? Why did you wake up?” Mr Rochester
asked. I told him about the noise outside my door
and the terrible laugh.

Mr Rochester looked serious and angry. ‘1
must go upstairs to the attic. Stay here and wait
for me, please. Do not wake Mrs Fairfax." He left
the room and I waited for him.

At last, he came back. He was still looking
very serious. “You can go back to bed, now, Jane.
Everything is all fight now.’ '

‘Who lives in the attic?" L asked Mrs Fairfax
the next day.

‘Only Grace Poole,” she answered. “She 1s
one of the servants. She is a strange woman.'

I remembered Grace Poole. She was a
strange, silent woman, who did not often speak to

15



JANE EYRE

the other servants, So perhaps it was Grace Poole
who walked around the house late at might and
laughed strangely outside the doors.

That evening, when Adéle finished her les-
sons, | went downstairs. Mrs Fairfax met me. ‘Mr
Rochester lefi the house carly this morning,’ she
said. ‘He is going to stay with his friends. I think
he will stay with them for some weeks. I do not
know when he will come back.’

For several wecks, the house was very quiet
again. Mr Rochester stayed with his friends and
I continued my lessons with Adéle. I did not hear
the strange and terrible laugh at night again.

One day, Mrs Fairfax showed me a leuer
from Mr Rochester. ‘He is coming back,’ she said,
*and he is bringing a lot of visitors with him. I am
going to be very busy getting everything ready.
Miss Blanche Ingram is coming too. She is very
beautiful.”

Mr Rochester and his friends armived. The
visitors were all rich, important people. Miss
Blanche Ingram was among them. She was beau-
tiful but very proud. Some of the visitors were
nice 1o me, but the others did not notice me. I was
too poor and unimportant. Miss Ingram never spoke
1o me. She was not interested in me, but she

16




JANE EYRE

secemed to be interested in Mr Rochester. She
always seemed to enjoy her conversations with
him, They often went out riding together.

‘1 think Mr Rochester will marry Miss In-
gram,’ said Mrs Fairfax.

But was Mr Rochester interested in Blanche
Ingram?' He seemed to like her, but he did not
look very happy when they were together.

p %

One evening, a new visitor came to Thomfield
Hall. He was a quiet young man with dark hair
called Mr Mason, He came to see Mr Rochester
on business. Mr Mason told us that he and Mr
Rochester were old friends, but Mr Rochester was
not very pleased to see Mr Mason. When Mr
Rochester heard the name ‘Mr Mason, from the -
West Indies,” he fas surprised and his face turned
white.

That night, Mr Rochester and Mr Mason
alked for a long time. At last, very late at night,
they went to bed: Soon, everyone in the house was
wsleep. Suddenly, I woke up. 1 heard a terrible
wream from somewhere over my head. Then eve-
~thing was very quiel again. I listened carefully,

17
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JANE EYRE

and then I heard a lot of noise from above my
head. There seemed to be fighting in the room
above. Then there was another scream.

‘Help! Help!" someone shouted. There was
more fighting. Then a voice called out ‘Rochester!
Come quickly! Help me!’ _

A door opened, and I heard someone run-
ning up the stairs to the attic. I quickly put on
some clothes and opened my door. Everybody in
the house was awake now. The visitors were all
standing outside their doors.

‘“What's happening? Is there a fire? What
was that noise?" they asked.

Mr Rochester came down from the attic.
*Please don't worry,’ he told his friends, ‘Every-
thing is all right.’

‘But what's happening?’ somebody asked.

‘One of thevsérvants had a bad dream and
started to scream,” Mr Rochester said. ‘But eve-
rything is all right now. Please go back to bed.’

Slowly, all Mr Rochester’s visitors returned
io their rooms. I too went back to my room, but
I did not go back to bed. I sat and looked out of
the window. The house was very quiet now. There
were no sounds from the attic.

19



JANE EYRE

Then someone knocked on my door. Topened
it. Mr Rochester stood outside. ‘Jane, come with
me please,” he told me, “bul come quietly... fol-
low me.’

I followed Mr Rochester up to the attic. He
unlocked the door of a room and we went inside.

‘Wait here,” Mr Rochester told me. I stood
next to the door. There was another door on the
opposite side of the room. From behind this door
1 could hear a terrible sound. It was like an angry
animal. Mr Rochester left me and went through
this door. Once again, I heard that terrible, cruel
laugh! Was Grace Poole behind the door? Mr
Rochester spoke 10 someone inside the room, and
then came out and locked the door again,

‘Come here, Jane,” he told me quietly. I
came further into the room, There was alarge bed
in the room. Mr Mason was lying on the bed. His
face was white and his eyes were closed. There
was a lot of blood on his shirt, He did not move.

‘Is he dead?" I asked.

‘No,” answered Mr Rochester. “He isn't
badly hurt but I must go and bring the doctor for
him. Will you stay with him until I get back?'

The man on the bed moved, and tried 1o
speak. Mr Rochester turned to him, "Don’t try 10

20

*




JANE EYRE

talk, Mason. Jane, do nol speak to him, please.
There must be no conversation between you,’

Mr Rochester hurried out of the room. I
waited for him with the silent man on the bed. 1
was frightened. I knew that Grace Poole was in
the next room, For a long time, I waited for Mr
Rochester to return, ‘When will he come back?’
| asked myself.

Al last morning came and Mr Rochester
returned with the doctor. While the doctor was
locking after Mr Mason, Mr Rochester spoke to
me. “Thank you for all vou help, Jane. Mason is
going to leave Thomfield Hall now. The doctor
will take him away,” he told me.

We helped Mr Mason down the stairs and
out of the house. It was still early, and the other
people in the house were stll asleep.

‘Take care ef poor Mason,” said Mr Ro-
chester to the doctor. ‘Soon he will be able to go
hack home to the West Indies.”

Before he left, Mr Mason said something
very strange. ‘Look after her, Rochester,” he said.
‘Promise 1o look after her.’

Mr Rochester looked sad. ‘T promise. 1 will
always look after her.’
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I started to go back to the house. ‘Don’t go,
Jane,’ said Mr Rochester. ‘Come into the garden.
Talk to me.’

We went into the garden. “What a night!” he
said. ‘“Were you frightened, Jane?'

“Yes, I was frightened. Up there, in the next
room. .. there was someone. ... that terrible laugh. ..
Mr Rochester, will Grace Poole go away now?’

‘No,’ he replied. ‘But don't worry about
Grace Poole. Try to forget about her. She isn’t
dangerous. It is Mason I am worrying about.’

I was surprised to hear this. ‘Mr Mason? But
he is frightened. He can't hurt you.'

Mr Rochester looked sad. ‘I know Mason
does not want to hurt me, but he could say some-
thing that will hurt me. 1 shall be happier when
he goes back to the West Indies.’

<

Later that day, I got a surprising letter, Mrs Reed,

my aunt, was dying and she wanted o see me. It

was a long journey to her home. When I got there,

I heard that my cousin John was dead. Mrs Reed

was very ill. At first, she did not want to speak

to me. Then one day, when I was sitting by her
. 22
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bed, she showed me a letter. It was from my uncle,
my father's brather, who lived in Madeira. This
was the letter:

Dear Mrs Reed,

Please help me. I want to find my brother’'s
daughter, Jane Eyre. I am a rich man and
{ have no children. I want Jane Eyre to
come and live with me.

Yours sincerely,
John Eyre.

I read the letter and looked at the date on

it, ‘But, Mrs Reed,’ | said, ‘this is an old letter.
You got it three years ago!’

‘T know,” she said, ‘but I never liked you,
Jane Eyre. After I read the letter, I wrote to your
uncle. 1 told him' you were dead. I told him you
died at Lowood School. Now go away! Leave
me!’

Soon afterwards, Mrs Reed died, And | re-
turned to Thornficld Hall. It was summer, and the
fields around Thornficld Hall were very quiet and
beautiful, For me, il was the most beautiful place
in the world. [t was my home now.
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‘Adéle will be pleased to see me,” 1 thought.
But what about Mr Rochester? He is the person
| most want to see. But does he want to sec me?
Perhaps by now he is already married to Blanche
Ingram. If they are not already married, they will
e married very soon.' I felt sad when T thought
shout Mr Rochester and Blanche Ingram, ‘So [
must soon leave this beautiful place,” I thought.
'l can’t stay here when Mr Rochester is married.
| will never see Thurnfield Hall again. And worse
than that, I will never see Mr Rochester again,’

As I came near the house, I met Mr
Rochester, When I'saw that he looked pleased to
see me, I felt happier. Adele and Mrs Fairfax were
happy 1o see me too. “The visitors have all left
now," said Mrs Fairfax. ‘It is very quiet here. It
is good 1o see you again.’

“Yes, this is my home,” 1 thought. *I've al-
ways been happy Fere. How can [ leave it?’

[ started to work, teaching Adéle again. Eve-
rything was the same as before. Mr Rochester still
<sid nothing about getting married to Blanche
Ingram. Then one evening, he saw me in the gar-
den. ‘Come and talk to me, Jane,” he said.

| went towards him. ‘“Now," I thought, ‘he’s
zoing (o tell me that he is going 1o get married.’
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‘Are you happy here, Jane?" he asked.
“Yes, I am, very happy,” | answered.
‘And you like Adéle and Mrs Fairfax?'
*Very much,’ I said.

‘You’ll be sad to leave them,’ he said.

I looked away, ‘Now he is going to tell me
that 1 must leave because he is going to be mar-
ried,” I thought. I looked at him, "Yes,’ 1 an-
swered, ‘1 will be very sad to leave.’

‘But you must leave, you know,” Mr Roche-
ster said.

‘Must 1? Must I leave soon?’

“Yes, soon.’

“Then you are going lo get married.’

“Yes, I am going to get married. Adéle must
go to school, and you must get a new job. T will
find you one. Far from here.'

‘Far from here?’ I asked. *But then I'll never
see Thomfield Hall again, and. .. and I'll never see
you again, Mr Rochester.’

‘Oh, when you are far from here, you'll
soon forget me,” he said.

‘No.' 1 thought, ‘you will forget me per-
haps, but I will never forget you.'

‘Never,’ 1 answered him, at last. And [ started
to cry. 1 could not speak.
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Mr Rochester wanted to marry me! He wanted me 1o be
his wife!

He watched me carefully, then at last he
spoke again. ‘Pérhaps you do not need to go," he
said. 'Perhaps you gan stay here when I am mar-
ned?’

Did Mr Rochester think that | had no feel-
ngs? Did he not understand how I felt? Were my
‘zelings so ummportant? I now felt angry.

‘No," | told him, ‘I could never stay, 1 will
mot stay. Miss Ingram. .. Miss Ingram will be your
wife. | know that I am not rich and beautiful hke
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Miss Ingram. T am poor and unimportant. But
can still feel sadness. And if you marry Miss
Ingram, I must leave here.’

Mr Rochester looked at me, and then he
smiled. 1 don’t want you 1o go, Jane. And 1 am
not going to marry Miss Ingram, Don't getl ex-
cited. 1 want you to stay here. It's you I want to
marry.’

l.could not believe him, ‘Now you are laugh-
ing at me,” 1 said.

*‘No, T am not,” he answered. ‘1 want you to
marry me, Jane, Will you marry me?'

He looked at me so seriously that at last 1
did believe him. Mr Rochester wanted to marry
me! He wanted me to be his wifel

‘Yes, I will marry you,” I answered.

‘I will make you happy, Jane," he said. ‘No
one will stop us,” he continued, with a strange,
half-sad look. [ could not understand that look, but
I was too happy to be worried about it.

[t grew dark. The wind began Lo blow, and
it started to rain, $0 we walked together back 1o
the house,

s
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My wedding day was only a month later, Two
nights before the wedding. I was in bed, asleep.
My wedding dress was in the room, It was a windy
night. The wind made a strange sound. Suddenly,
[ woke up. There was a light in the room. I thought
it was moming, but it was still dark outside.

Someone was in my room. Was it Mrs
Fairfax? Was it Grace Poole? It was neither of
them. It was a woman, but I did not know her. She
was a big woman,tall and strong. Her black hair
was long and thick. Her clothes were long and
white, At first T did not see her face. She took my
dress and held it in front of her. She looked at
herself in the mirror. Then 1 saw her face!

It was the most temrible face! The woman’s
eyes were large and red and her face was purple.
She looked angry, cruel and frightening.

Then she toek®my dress, and angrily tore it
1o pieces. She threw the pieces of the dress on the
floor: Next, she went to the window, and looked
out, Then she started to come towards my bed. I
was 5o frightened that I could not move. T could
not scream for help. 1 lay still in bed. 'Is she going
to kill me?' 1 thought. But suddenly the light
disappeared and the room went dark.
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.-'ane .' rhmi: you had a bad dream, I think il was
perhaps Grace Poole who really tore your dress.

When I woke up, it was moming. The sun
was shining. At once, I remembered that strange
and frightening woman. Did it all really happen
or was it a dream? Did she really come into my
room in the middle of the night? Then | saw my
wedding dress. It was lying on the floor, torn o
pieces, I picked up the pieces of the dress. So it
was all true! That terrible woman was real!”

When I told Mr Rochester about the woman
and showed him my dress, he looked very worried
and was silent for a long time.

‘Jane, I think you had a bad dream,” he said
at last. °I think it was perhaps Grace Poole who
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really tore your dress, but in your dream it was
some stranger.’

I was not sure about this, but I said nothing,
That night, the night before the wedding, | slept
in Adéle’s room.

My wedding day came, and we went 1o the
church. But the wedding did not happen. In the
church, while the clergyman was speaking, some-
one threw open the doors at the back and shouted
‘Stop the wedding . Mr Rochester cannot get mar-
ricd! He has got a wife already! He is married to
my sister!’ .

Everybody in the church tumed round to sce
the speaker. It was Mr Mason, the man from the
West Indies. But who was his sister? How could
Mr Rochester be married? I could not believe it.
My heart turned to ice. I looked at Mr Rochester.
His face was whitg and hard. But he did not say
that Mr Mason was mistaken.

‘But where is Mr Rochester's wife, your
sister?’ the clergyman asked Mr Mason. "Where
does she live?”

*She lives at Thornfield Hall,” answered Mr
Mason. “She is still alive. I saw her therc last
April.’
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‘At Thornficld Halll’ the clergyman said.
‘But I know of no Mrs Rochester at Thornfield
Hall. There must be some mistake.’

Mr Rochesters was silent for a long time, °1
can explain,’ he said at last. ‘T'll tell you every-
thing. It is true. My wife is living at Thomnfield
Hall. We got marricd fifteen years ago in the West
Indies, when 1 was a young man, My wife's name
was Bertha Mason. She is Mason’s sister. Soon
after the wedding, Bertha became very strange.
Slowly, she became mad and dangerous. She
wanted 1o kill me, and she tried to kill anybody
who came near her. Last April, she tried to kill
her brother, Mr Mason.’

‘Nobody knows about Bertha, nobody knows
that she is my wife. This young lady, Jane Eyre,
knows nothing about her. A nurse, Grace Paole,
looks after Bertha." Mr Rochester's face was dark
and serious, ‘Come with me,” he said, ‘now I will
take you all to see her.’

We all left the church. Without speaking,
we returned 1o Thornfield Hall. When we got
there, Mr Rochester took us up to the auic. He
took outa key and unlocked the door. Grace Poole
was there, and in the room with her there was a
frightening woman, the terrible woman that I saw
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in my bedroom, the person with the cruel, made
laugh! She was the person who tried to kill Mr
Mason and who set fire to Mr Rochester's room!
She was mad. But she was Mr Rochester’s wife
and I could not marry him.

Poor Mr Rochester! | felt sorry for him. But |
I could not now stay at Thomnficld Hall.

‘I must leave my home for ever,’ I thought,
with a heavy heart. ‘I can never come back and
I will never see Mr Rochester again.’

Sadly, I put a few ordinary clothes into a
small bag. I did not take my beautiful new clothes. |
I ok a little money and quietly left Thomfield
Hall early one moming. I did not say goodbye to
anybody and nobody saw me leave.

N

I wanted to travel as far away from Thomfield
Hall as I could. I spent all my money. I travelled
for two days and nights until at last I arrived at
a place where there were no towns or villages and
very few houses. | had no money now to buy food.
I was very tired and very hungry.

It was evening and it was getting dark. I
could see only one house. I went to the house and
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I did not know, bui someone was listening and waiching
me. 'You won't die,” he said.
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looked through the window. There were two youn
women in the room. They looked kind, so I knocked
on the door. A servant opened i

‘Who are you?' she asked. “What do yo
want?'

‘I'm a stranger.” I said. ‘I haven’t any mone
or food. I'm tired and hungry. Please help me.!

The servant looked at me for a long time,
‘I'll give you some bread,’ she answered at las
‘But then you must go away.” She leflt me
came back with a piece of bread, *Now go!' shi
said. “You can’t stay here.’

But | was too tired to move. I sat down
the ground by the door. ‘Nobody will help me,
I said. 'I will die.” _

1 did not know, bul someone was listening
and watching me.

“You won't die,’ he said. “Who are you?'
looked up and saw a tall young man, He knocke:
loudly on the door. The servant opened it agai

‘Hannah,’ the man asked, ‘who is this yo

‘Tdon’t know,” said the servant, Hannah.
told her to go away, but she’s sull here. Go away
she said 10 me.
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‘No, Hannah, she can't go away. She is ill
.ad she needs our help. She must come inside,’
the man said.

They took me into the house. The room was
warm, The two young women came to talk o me.

*What's your name?’ they asked.

‘My name's Jane Elliot,” I said. I did not
~ant anyone to know my real name. I did not want
Mr Rochester to find me. 1 wanted to start again,

My new friends gave me some food and
wok me to a bedroomrwhere I slept for a long uime,

After a few days [ felt better, and was able
to 1alk to my kind new friends, Their names were
Diana and Mary Rivers. The man was their brother.
His name was St John Rivers and he was a cler-
zyman. St John was a very handsome young man
with fair hair and blue eyes. He was always very
-erious. He did not often laugh or smile. He was
planning to go to Indi to work.

His sisters were more friendly but I did not
want to tell them about Mr Rochester. 1 thanked
them for their kindness. ‘I have no family,’ I said,
My parents are both dead. I was at Lowood School
for six years. After that, I got a job with a farmly,
ut 1 had to leave suddenly. I didn’t do anything
arong. Please believe me.’
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‘Don’t talk now,” said Diana. “You are tired.”

“You will want a new job now,’ said St
John.

“Yes," | replied. ‘As am:rn as pmﬂbie

‘Good. 1 will help you.'

A month later, Diana and Mary left their
home to work as a teachers in the south of Eng-
land. St John asked me to teach the children who
lived near his church. They were poor children
and the school was very small. T was the only
teacher.

I enjoyed my work. I did not have much
money and I had to work very hard. I lived in a
very small house near the school. There were not
many people there, but St John was very kind and
gave me books to read. In my free time, | read and
painted picturcs. Sometimes, St John visited me
in the evenings.

One evening, he came to my house when 1
was just finishing a painting. He looked at some
of my pictures. Then he looked again, more closely,
at one of the paintings. Without saying anything,
he tore a piece of paper off the bottom of the
painting, and put it carefully into the pocket. Then,
quite suddenly, he left. I was very surprised. What
a strange person he was!
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The next day it snowed. 1 thought no visitors
would come that day. But in the evening there was
1 knock on the door. It was St John. He was wet
and cold.

‘Why have you come? Is there bad news?’
| asked. ‘Are your sisters all right?’

‘Don’t worry. There is not bad news. Diana
and Mary are both well,’ he answered. He sat
down in front of the fire. T waited but he said
nothing. ‘How strange he is!” I thought. “Why did
he come here when the weather is so bad? Perhaps
he is bored. His sisters are far away.

St John sat and thought for a long time. Al
last, he spoke.

‘1 know your story,” St John said. ‘I know
about your parents, and about Mrs Reed. I know
about Lowood School. And I know about
Thomfield Hall and about Mr Rechester. 1 also
know about Mr Roehester's wife. So now I know
why you came here without any money. [ know
why you left Thornfield Hall. Mr Rochester must
be a very bad man.’

‘Oh, no. He isn’t,” 1 said.

‘I have had a letter,’ said St John, ‘from a
man in London called Mr Briggs. He wants to find
vou. He asked about Jane Eyre. You call yourself
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N mﬂw ik

[ said ‘Perhaps | can help you but I must be fire. |
cannot marry vou. You're like my brovher.”

Jane Elliot, but T know your real name is Jane
Eyre. Look!" St John showed me a picce of paper.
It was the piece of paper from the bottom of my
painting. My rcal name, Jane Eyre, was on ik

‘Did Mr Briggs say anything about Mr
Rochester? 1 asked. ‘How is Mr Rochester?’ 1
only wanted to know about Mr Rochester. 1 still
loved him.

*Mr Briggs doesn’t know anything about
your Mr Rochester,’ said St John. ‘He wrote to me
about your uncle, Mr Eyre of Madeira. Your uncle
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« dead. He has left you all his money. You are
i very rich young woman.'

For a long time, I was too surprised to speak.
I was rich now, but T was not excited. I wried
anderstand what it meant to be rich.

‘I can’t understand,” [ said at last. ‘Why did
M Briggs write to you?'

‘Because,” St John said, '"Mr Eyre of Ma-
leira was also our uncle. He was my mother's
srother, When he digd, he left all his money to
viou, Jane Eyre.

‘Then you, Diana and Mary are my cous-
ns!" I said. *This is wonderful news! Our uncle’s
woney i for all of us. Diana and Mary can come
home, and we can all live together.” It was good

o have money, hm it was even better to have three
oUsIng.

50, just before Christmas, Diana and Mary

-ame home. [ wDrkcﬁ hard to make their old house
comfortable. ‘Diana and Mary will hike it," 1
mought. "But what about St John? He's a strange
nan, He's like stone, hard and cold. He's pleased

see his sisters, but still he does not really look
sappy.’

Diana, Mary and [ began to live quietly and
comfortably together. St John still wanted to go
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to India. I was happy living with my cousins but
I still thought about Mr Rochester every day. Where
was he? Was he happy? I wrote 1o the lawyer,
Mr Briggs, but Mr Briggs knew nothing about Mr
Rochester. Then [ wrote to Mrs Fairfax at
Thornfield Hall. I waited for a letter from her, but
no letter came. 1 wrote to Mrs Fairfax again;
perhaps she did not get my first letter. Again there
was no answer. At last, a letter did come for me,
but it was only a letter from Mr Briggs about my
uncle's money. I began to cry.

While [ was crying. St John came into the
room and saw me. ‘Jane," he said, ‘come for a
walk with me. No, don’t call Diana and Mary. 1
want 1o tlalk to you,’

We walked along the side of the nver. At
first, St John said nothing. Atlast, he tumed to me.
‘Jane, I'm going to India in six weeks and | want
you to come with me,’

I was surprised. Why did St John want me
to go to India with him? How could [ help him?
I was not strong and serious like him.

‘As your helper?' T asked. 'I don't think...’

‘No, not as my helper. As my wife. [ want
to marry you, $0 that we can work together in
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india. There are many poor people there. They
seed our help.

Now I was even more surprised. I felt sure
that St John did not love me. And I did not want
w0 marry him. [ could not marry him. I still loved
Mr Rochester.

‘But I can’t go to India.” I said. ‘I don’t
know how to help the people there. I'm not like
you,’ .
St John looked at me seriously. ‘Oh, that
doesn’t matter. I'll tell you what to do and you'll
quickly leamn. Yoy always worked hard in the
village school. You'll work hard in India, too.’

1 thought fora long time. St John, my cousin,
needed my help. He was going to do very useful
work in India. At last, I continued. ‘Perhaps L.can
help you, but T must be free. 1 cannot marry you.
You're like my brgther,” I said.

St John looked at me. His handsome face
was cold and serious, like stone. ‘That’s not
possible. You must be my wife. I don’t want a
sister. I don’t want you to marry another man. |
want you 1o stay with me, to work with me, until
we die.”

I felt cold and sad. 1 remembered my love
for Mr Rochester and the way he always spoke to
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me. St John was different. He wanted me to marry
him, but I knew he did not love me. | wanted 1o
help him, but not marry him, He was a good man,
but I did not love him. I did not know what to say
to him.

‘I'm going away for two weeks," St John
continued. ‘When I come back, I want your an-
swer. I hope you will decide to marry me. You
can't just stay here doing nothing.’

When | went back into the house, Diana
spoke to me. ‘Jane, you look unhappy. Your face
is white. What is happening?’

I told her. ‘St John asked me to marry him.’

‘But that's wonderful!’ she said. ‘Now he
will stay in England. He won't go to India. He’ll
stay here with us.’

‘No,” I said. ‘He wants me to go to India
with him."

‘But you cannot go to India’ she said. *You
aren’t strong enough.’

‘1 won't go,” I told her, “because 1 can't
marry St John, And now I'm afraid he’s angry
with me. He's a good man, but he doesn’t under-
stand how ordinary people feel.’

‘1 know," Diana said. "Our brother is a very
good man, but he sometimes seems cold and hard.’
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That night, 1 thought about St John for a
long time. I did not know what to do. I did not
love him, and he did not love me. But perhaps |
could help him in India. I did not know what to
do. The night was very quieL.

Suddenly, I thought T heard a voice “Jane!
Jane! Jane!" itcalled. It was Mr Rochester’s voice.

*Where are you?' 1 cried. But there was no
answer. There was no one there, Was it only a
dream? No, I knew that somewhere, far away, Mr
Rochester needed me. ‘1 must go and find him,’
1 thought,

&

The next day, 1 went to look for Mr Rochester.
After a long journey, I arrived at Thornfield Hall.
I walked for the last two miles to the house. I was
excited; [ was hurrying to see my old home again.
The trees weres«tit same, the road was the same.
I amrived at the house and stopped ... and stood
and looked.

Tt was terrible! Where was Thornfield Hall,
my beautiful home? No one could live here now.
Now 1 understood why Mrs Fairfax never an-
swered my letters. The walls of the house were
still standing, but the windows were cmpty and
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dark and there was no roof. The grass was long
and there were no flowers in the garden. The
broken walls of the Hal were black and silent.
The only sounds were the birds and the wind.
Where was Mrs Fairfax now? Where was little
Adele? And where was Mr Rochester?

[ hurried back to the village to find out. 1
asked a man in the village w0 tell me aboutl
Thornfield Hall.

‘No one lives there now." he told me. ‘Last
autumn, Thornfietd Hall burned down. It was ter-
rible. The house bumned down in the middle of the
night.’ .
‘How did it happen?’ | asked him.

“They think Mr Rochester’s wife started it.
Nobody ever saw her, but people say she was
mad. People think she started a fire in her room
in the attic. When it happened, the house was
almost empty. MgRochester was in the house, but
the little girl, Adéle, was away at school and old
Mrs Fairfax was staying with some friends, many
miles away. It seems that Mr Rochester did not
want to see anybody at that time. People say he
seemed very unhappy. They say that he wanted
to marry @ young woman, but she ran away.’

‘Tell me about the fire,' | said.
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‘When the fire started,” he continued,
Rochester got all the servants out of the house,
than he went back in to save his wife. She was
still in the attic. But she climbed up on to the roof;
I saw her there. She stood on the roof, shouting
and waving her arms. Mr Rochester tried 10 help
her, but he ¢ould do nothing. Suddenly, she fell
from the roof.’

‘Did she die?" 1 asked.

‘Yes, she did. She died immediately, a
Mr Rochester was very badly hurt. He could not
get out of the burning house in time. When at Jas
he came oul, he was blind, and he had lost one
hand.” The man shook his head.

So Mr Rochester was still alive! He wasg
hurt, but he was not dead Suddenly, | began t0
hope again. I continued to question the man,

‘Where does Mr Rochester live now?" |
asked. ‘Does he live in England?’

“Yes,' the man answered. ‘He cannot travel
far, poor man. He lives at Femdean, about thirty
miles from here. It is a quiet place. He lives therg
quietly with two servants. He never has any visi
tors.”

1 decided to go to Ferndean atonce. [ arrivet
there just before dark. As I got near the house,
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front door opened and a man came out. I knew at
once it was Mr Rochester. But he was very dif-
ferent now. He was stll tall and strong, and his
hair was still black. But his face looked sad, and
he could not walk without help. At last, he turned
and went sadly back into the house,

The servant, Mary, who answered the door,
knew me at once. She was very surprised to see
me. I told her that I knew all about Mr Rochester
and the fire at Thomnfield Hall. ‘Tell Mr Rochester
that he has a visitor. But don't tell him who it is.'

‘He won’t see you, Miss Jane," she said, "He
won't see anybody now.’

I went into the room.

"Who's there?' Mr Rochester asked. ‘Is that
you, Mary? Answer me! What's happening?

‘Will you have some water?" I asked him.

‘Who's that? Tell me!' he said. He was
surprised and ex{ited,

‘Mary knows me,’ I said. ‘T only came this
evening.’ I took his hand.

‘Jane? Is it Jane?" he asked. ‘Jane, 1s it really
you?'

“Yes, it is,” [ said. 'I'm so happy to be with
you again. I'll never leave you now.’
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‘But Jane, where did you go? What hap-
pened to you? Why did you leave Thomfield Hall
so suddenly? Why did you go away without any
money? Why did you not stay and let me help
you?' he asked.

“You know why I left,” | said. ‘I am sorry
you were worried. But things are different now.
I'm a rich woman," I said. ‘And ['ve got three
cousins.” I told Mr Rochester all about my cousins
and my new home.

“You do not need me now,’ he said. ‘But
will you really stay with me?" There was hope in
his voice again.

‘Of course I will," T said.

‘But you're young. You'll want to get mar-
ried some time. But not to me. I'm blind now and
I can’t do anything. You won't want [0 marry me.
You'll want to marry some young man. What is
your cousin, St John Rivers, like?' he asked. ‘Is
he an old man?’

‘No. He is young and handsome.’

‘Do you like him?" Mr Rochester asked.

‘Yes, I do," I answered. ‘He's a very good

‘And does he like you?
50
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I van ask you again

“fane,

spoke.

Then Mr Rochester

now. " ke said. “Will vou marry me?’




JANE EYRE

‘Yes, I think s0. He wants me to marry him.’
‘And will you marry him?'
‘No. I will not marry him. I do not love
Mr Rochester looked suddenly happier. He
took my hand. He was silent for along time, and
then he spoke. ‘Jane, I can ask you again now: will
you marry me?" he asked.
“Yes, I will,” I wold him, At last, I felt really
happy. And Mr Rochester, too, was no longer sad.
Three days later, I became Mr Rochester’s
wife.
I wrote to Diana and Mary. The news made
them very happy. I also wrote to St John, but I
had no answer from him. He went to India and
continued to work very hard there. He never got
. married.
Mr Rochester and 1 are very happy together.
We have been married for ten years now. Two
years after we were married, Mr Rochester began
to see again with one eye. He will never be able
to see-well, but he now can see me and he can see
our children. Our story was a strange and sad one,
and terrible things happened to us, but now at last
we are happy together.

&
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EXERCISES

Vocabulary Work

1. Look back at the ‘Dictionary Words' in the story.
Make lists of the words which are nouns, verbs and
adjectives. One word can be a noun or a verb.
Which s it?

2, Make sentences, using these pairs or groups of
words:
a, lawyerfto become/blind
b. servant/attic
c. servantto pack
d. clergyman/dream/mad
8. cruellawyerto tear

Comprehension
Pages 7-18
1. What ara their names?
a. Jane's aunt
b. Jane's boy cousin
¢, Jana's badt friend at schoal
d. the head teacher
e, Jane's studemt *
1. the man that Jane works for
2. Why did Mr Rochaster's horse fall? What happened
to him when he fell off his horsa?
3. What did Jane:
a. hear
b, smell
¢, 588
once at two o'clock in the morning? Whal did she
do then?
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Pages 18-31
Match the people and the places.

PEOPLE PLACES

Mr Mason Thorniield Hall
Jane's uncle, John Eyre Lowood School
Helen Burns the West Indies
Mrs Fairfax Madeira

Who says these words? Who 1o?

a. ‘Come quickly! Help mel’

b. 'Who lives in the atlic?T

¢, ‘What a night! Were you frightaned?’

d. ‘| wrota to your uncle. | told him you were dead.’
e. 'Stop the wedding! He has got a wile already!’
What was the name of tha ‘strange and frightening
woman' who Jane saw on page 277 Who was she?
What did she tear In plecas and why?

Pagas 3142
What was 5t John Rivers' Job? What job did Jane
get after she met the Rivers family?
What unpleasant surprise did Jane have when she
wenl back to Thormfield Hall?
On page 41 Jane says: Things are different now.'
What does she mean?

Discussion
Which of these people did Jane like? Which did she
dislike? Why7
a. John Reed I. Mr Brockiehurst
b. St John Rivers g. Adéle
o. Helen Bums h. Mrs Reed
d. Miss Tample i. Diana Rivers
&, Mrs Fairfax |. Blanche Ingram




Mr Rochesler has a terrible family secrel. Was he
right to hide his wife in the attic? Why or why not?
You are making a film of the book Jane Eyre. Which
film stars do you choose to play the pecpla in the
story? Why?

Writing
Write short descriptions of these people: Mr Roche-
ster, S1 John Rivers, Blanche Ingram, John Reed,
Bertha Mason (about 50 words each). Use some of
thase words: i

proud cold
handsoma mad
beautiful * frightening
rich silent
poor L good
kind - ° interesting
crual . unhappy
Review 2

Which part of the story was the mosl interastiig?
strange? frightening? sad? happy? Why?

'-'-
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