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Sherlock | Holmes and the
M F_:i-.\h 1y lﬂf Bosconmibe Pool

"Everything points to fact that the young man is guilty, does o sat?
1 said.

“The focts are not always what they soem,” answened Holmes

Charles McCarthy is dead. He died near Boscombe
Pool, with blood on his head. Who killed him? The
police are sure thai they know. Young Patience Moran
saw Mr McCarthy and James, his son, by the lake, They
were shouting, James was angry. He was lifting up his
arm...

The facts seem clear. But Sherlock Holmes is not
sn sure, When a case looks easy, it very often isn't. The
police have James, so Holmes must work fast.
Aurthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes is world's most
famous defective. He was *born' in 1887, when Conan
Doyle wrote A stedy in Scarler, the first of many
Sherlock Holmes stories. Heo seoms so real mow that
many people think he really lived. Did he? Conan Doyle
knew someone very like him,

Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930) worked as a
doctor before he began to make money from writing. He
studied a1 Edinburgh University under a very clever man
called Joseph Bell. Bell could describe people’s jobs and
:lp;nl‘u-.h-:r things about them just by looking at them.
t Holmes. he was tall and thin.

Holme:s "died’ in one of his later stories because
) wanted to stop writing about him. But so
ere umhappy that the writer had to bring

i
him back!

All the Holmes stories are told by Doctor Watson,
Holmes's friend.

r =




Feo the b ur'f:lrl'.'

In addition to all the language forms of Levels One and
Two. which are used again at this level of the series, the
main verb forms and tenses used at Level Three are:
Past conlinuous verbs, present perfect simple verbs, con-
ditional clauses (using the “first' or ‘open future’ condi-
tional), question tags and further common phrasal verbs
modal verbs: have (got) fo and don't have to (10 express
obligation), need to and needn’t (lo express necessity),
could and was able to {10 describe past ability). could
and would (in offers and polite requests for help). and
shall (for future plans, offers and suggestions).

Also used arc:

relative pronouns: who, thar and which (in defining
clauses)

conjunction: if and since (for time or reason). 50 it
(for purpose or results) and while

indirect specch (questions)

participle clauses.

Specific altention is paid to vocabular development in
the Vocabulary Work exercises at the end of the book.
These exercises are aimed at training students lo enlarge
thir vocabulary systematically through intelligent reading
and effective use of a diclionary.

To the stucent:
Dictionary Word: .
WTmn:murcudlhilW.yﬂuwill find that some
words are darker black than others on the page. Look
them up in your dictionary, if you do not already know
them, or tfy to guess the meaning of the words first,
without a dictionary.



Wil vou go?" said my wife, looking across ar me.



SHERLOCK HOLMES
AND THE MYSTERY OF BOSCOMEE PoOL

One moming, 1 was having breakfast with my wife
when a telegram armrived. It was from Sherlock Holmes.
It read:

Are you free for a day or rwo? Must go 1o the west of
England 1o help the Boscombe Pool murder. Shall be
glad if you can come with me. The change will be good
for us. Leaving Paddington siation on ihe 1. I5 train.
‘Will you go? said my wife, looking across al me.

‘I really dont know what to say," I answered. ‘I
have a lot of sick people 1o visil.'

‘Anstruther can do your work for you. You are
looking tired and 1 think a change from your work will
be good for you. You are always so interesied in Mr
Holmes's cases.”

‘As always, you are right. my dear. But if | do
go, | must get ready immediately, because the lrain
leaves in halfl an hour'

My early life as asoldier taught me to travel with
very few things. In a few minutes, 1 was on my way 10
Paddington station, There | found my old friend in his
long grey coat and his favouriie hat. He was walking up
and down the paltform.

‘It is really very good of you to come, Watson.’
he said, ‘need a friend like you at times like this. No
one can help me a8 you can. Please kecp two comer
places and | shall buy the nickets.”

We were slone during the train journey. Holmes
had a large number of newspapers with him and for
much of the time he wrote and thought. Finally, he

7



=
-, ¥
= -
Lo
it
"
=
=
B

‘Have you heard anvihing about this case?” he asked.



Sheroik Holmes and the Mystery of Boscombe Pool 9

made the papers into a very large ball and threw them
away, keecping only one.

‘Have you heard anything about this case?” he
asked.

‘No, nothing. 1 have not seen a newspaper for
some days.’

“The London papers have not writtén much aboul
it. 1 have read them all because | need 1o know all the

facts, It seems o be one of those cases which looks
very clear. That is why [ think it will be difficult.’

“Isn’t that strange?’
‘Oh no. Cases which scem very easy like this

one are ofien the hardest, 1 find. But just now, things
look wery serious for the son of the murdered man.’

‘S0 you arc sure that it is a murder?'

‘Not yet. It seems to be. But 1 must believe
nothing until | have studied all the facts. Now | shall
explain in a few words what 1 have read.

‘Boscombe Valley is near Ross in Herefordshire,
A large part of the land there belongs to a Mr John
Tumer. He made a lot of money in Australia and
returned to live in England some years ago. His neigh-
bour, Mr. Charles McCarthy, was also in Australia and
lives a1 Hatherley, a farm which belongs to Tumer. The
two men first met in Australia and it is natural that they
have chosen to live in the same neighbourhood. Tumer
1s the nicher man and it seems that McCanthy pays him
for the wse of his farm. They seem to be good friends
and spend guite a lot of their ime together. McCarthy
has one son, who is eighteen years old, and Tumer has
a daughter who is about the same age. The wives of
bath men are dead. The two families lived quietly and
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did not mix much with other people. McCathy had two
servants but Tumer in his big house has several more-
about six. That is all I have been able to find out about
these families.’

“What about the murder, then? | asked.

‘Don't hurry me, Watson. Just listen. 1 am coming
to that.

‘Last Monday, 3 June, Charles McCanthy went to
the town of Ross with his servant. This was in the
moming. While he was there, he told his servant io
hurry because he had an important meeting with some-
one at three o'clock that afierncon. They drove back
quickly 1o his house at Hatherley, Just before three
o'clock, McCarthy left the farmhouse and walked down
alone to Boscombe Pool. He never came back.

‘It is & quarter of & mile from Hatherley Farm to
boscombe Pool and iwo different people saw him as he
walked that way. One was an old women but we do not
know her name. The other was a manservant of Mr
Tumner, called William Crowder. Both people say that
McCarthy was alone. The servant also says that, a few
minutes aficr he saw McCarthy go past, he also saw his
son, Mr James McCarthy, going the same way. He had
& gun under his am. The son could sec his father and
was following him. But Crowder, the servant, thought
nothing of this until he heard of McCarthy's death later
that evening.’

“You explain il all so clearly,” I said.

‘I have told you 1o listen, dear doctor. When [
have finished, you can say what you like. I shall con-
tinue,

‘Anather person saw the two McCarthys after

W



Paticnce Moran son Mr McCarthy and his son close 10 the
lake. They both seemed to be very angry.



12 Sherock Holmes and the Mystery of Boscombe Pool

William Crowder. The land around Boscombe Pool is
full of trees with a little grass in the open parts beside
the water. A girl of fourteen, Patience Morun, was
picking flowers among the trees that affernoon. She saw
Mr McCarthy and his son close to the lake. They both
scemed 10 be very angry. She heard Mr McCarthy using
strong language to his son. She saw the young man lLift
up his arm. He seemed ready to hit his father. She felt
so frightened that she ran away. When she got home,
she told her mother about the quarrel. “When 1 saw
them, they seemed to be going (o have a fight," she
said. Just as she was speaking, young Mr McCarthy
came Tunning up to their house. “I have just found my
father by the pool.” he shouted. “He is dead. We must
get help.” Helooked very excited, without cither his hat
or his gun. His right hand was red with blood. Imme-
diately, Patience’s parents went with him to the pool,
where they found his father's dead body lying on the
grass. There were many wounds in his head, made by
something thick and heavy like the wooden pan of the
young man's gun. They found this gun lying on the
grass not far from the dead man. The police soon came
and immediately held the young man for questioning.
then locked him up. His case will come up in a few
weeks' time.

‘Everything painis to the fact that the young man
is guilty, does it not? I sad.

“The facts are not always what they seem.’ an-
swered Holmes. ‘We think that they all point 10 the
same thing but, if we look at them in another way, they
can tell quite a different story. It is true that the case
against the young man is very serious and may be he is




Jumes McCarthy came mnning wp fo the Moran family's
house and said, ‘I have just found my father by the pool.
He is degd.’
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in fact guilty. But ther¢ are seweral people who believe
that he is inmocent, One of these is Miss Tumner, the
daughter of McCarhy's neighbour. She has asked Detec-
tive Lestrade 1o take on the case and now Lestrade,
since he cannot really say no, has asked me to help
him, That is why we are humrying alomg in a train
imstead of having a quiet breakfast at home.'

‘I am afraid that the case is so clear that no one
will thank vou for showing what happened,” T said.

‘We shall see,” my [riend answered. ‘We both
know that Lestrade is not as clever as he thinks and |
am sure that | shall notice some things which he has
missed. But there is something more to tell you, When
the police came 1o Hatherley Farm and took young
MecCanhy prisoner, he said, “1 am decply sorry but 1 am
not surprised. 1 was expecting this."™

‘Of course, that shows that he is guilty,' | said.

‘In no way. In fact, he has repesied many times
that he is innocent.’

‘But that is hard 10 believe. don't you think?

‘Of course not. He cannot be so stupid thal he
does not realize the danger which he is in. So he cannot
be surprised that he is a prisoner. Clearly he is somry
that his father is dead and that they had a quarrel. His
feelings are quite matural, T think.'

*So what story does this young man have to
ell?"

*You can red it here in this newspaper.” said
Holmes. He gave it to me and pointed to the nght page.
This is what 1 read:

Mr James McCarthy, the son of the dead man, gave the
following story: ‘I was away from home for three days

3




Shedock Holmes and the Mystery ol Boscombe Pool 15

because [ had business in Bristol. | came back only last
Monday in the morning. My father was not al home
when I smived. A servant told me that he was in Ross
on business, After sometime, [ heard the wheels of his
carriage coming back. 1 looked out of the window and
saw him walking quickly away from the house. 1did not
know where he was going. | then took my gun and
went for a walk. 1 wanted to shoot some birds in the
rees on the other side of Boscombe Pool. On my way,
I passed William Crowder, as he has told you. Bul he is
wrong when he says that | was following my father. 1
had no idea that he was in front of me. When [ was
about & hundred yards from the pool, I heard someone
call "Cooee!™ My father and [ ofien used this eall. |
hurried towards the pool and founds him standing there.
He seemed very surprised (0 see me and also quite
angry. He asked. "What are you doing here?” [ ex-
plained, we began to talk and more angry words fol-
lowed. 1 became angry too. | felt ready o hit him but
instead 1 decided to leave. 1 know that my father gets
angry very quickly, sometimes about things that are nol
imporant.

I then went back towards Hatherley Farm. After
only one hundred and fifty yards, I heard a terrible
scream, 30 I ran back to the pool again. T found my
father on the ground. He was dying. There were terrible
wounds on his head. 1 dropped my gun and held him in
my arms but he died almost immediately. I stayed
beside him for some minutes and then | made my way
1o the neanest house to ask for help. I saw no one near
my father when | relumed with Mr and Mrs Moran. |
have no idea how he got those wounds. He was a cold
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man and not much liked in the neighbourhood; but I do
not think that he had any enemies. That is I know about
this business.'

Questioner: Did your father say anything 10 you
before he died?

McCarthy: His voice was very weak He spoke a
few words but I only understood something about a ral
Questioner: What did that mean to you?

McCarthy: It meant nothing. 1 do not think he
knew what he was saying.

Questioner: What were you talking about with
your father that made him so angry?

McCarthy: T prefer nol to answer.

Questioner: | must ask you to tell us.

McCarthy: It is not possible for meto tell you.
Please understand that it has nothing o do with his
murder.

Questioner; That is for us decide. If you do nol
answer, you must realize that the case against you will
be waorse.

McCarthy: 1 do not wanl 1o speak about il

Questioner: Is it troe that the call of "Cooee” was
a call which you and your father used between you?

McCarthy: Yes, it is.

Questioner: Then why did he use it before he
saw you before he even knew of your retumn from
Bnistol?

McCarthy: T do not know.

Questioner: Did you see anything unusual when
you ran back to find your father?

McCarthy: Nothing very clear

Questioner; What do you mean?

MeCarthy: 1 was so surprised and worried that 1

: ‘.1
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could think only of my father. But | remember that, as
| ran towards him, I saw something on the ground o
the left of me. It seemed to be a piece of grey cloth- a
kind of coat, T think. When | got up, I looked for it
again but il was gone

Questioner: Do you mean that it disappered be-
fore you went for help?

MeCarthy: Yes, il was gone.

Questiner: You cannot say what it was?

McCarthy; No, | just had a feeling that there was
something there.

Questioner: How far from the body?

McCanhy: About fifteen yards away.

Questioner: And how far was it from the trees?

McCarthy: About the same.

Questioner: So you think that someone took it
while you were only fificen yards away?

McCarthy: Yes, but 1 had my back towards it

The questioning of McCarihy ended here.
Looking at the newspaper, 1 said, ‘I see that the ques-
tioner has used hard words about young McCarthy. He
gives imporiance to the fact that his facher called to him
before he saw him and also that he did not wani (o
explain his quarrel with his father. He tells us 1o re-
member the strange words which the dying man spoke.
All these things, he says, are very much against the

son.'

Holmes laughed sofily and made himself comfort-
able in his comer. ‘Both you and the questioner have
pointed to just those things which help the young man's
case most. Dont you see that you believe him to be al
the same time much too clever and not clever enough?
He is not very clever if he cannol explain the quarrel in
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some way that makes us feel sory for him. And too
clever with his strange story of the ml, and the cloth
which the idea that what the young man says is true. We
shall sec where that path takes us. And now [ shall not
speak another word about the case until we gel to Ross.
We shall have lunch at Swindon and that will be in
twenty minutes.’ Then Holmes took a book from his
pocket and sat silently, reading.

It was nearly four o'clock when we arrived at last
at the pretty little town of Ross. A thin man with an
ugly face was wating for us on the platform. I knew
immediately that this was Lestrade, of Scotland Yard.
We drove with him to an hotel, where we took rooms.

'I have asked for a carriage,” said Lestrade, as we
sal drinking a cup of tea. 'l know, Mr Holmes, that
you will not rest 'mtil you have vistited the place of the
murder.”
‘A carriage? That was kind of you,' Holmes
answered, ‘bul because of the weather 1 shall not need
one."

Lestrade looked surprised. ‘I do not quite under-
stand,” he said.

*There is no wind and nol a cloud in the sky. [
have a packet of cigareties to smoke and the chairs in
this hotel are unusually comfortable. 1 do not think that
| shall need the carriage tonight.’

Lestrade gave a laugh. ‘I am sure that you have
decided how this case will end from your study of the
newspaper. It is all quite clear and it becomes clearer
with every mew fact. Still, one has to please a young
woman and this onc knows what she wants. She has
heard of you and she decided to ask you to come, | told
her again and again that there is nothing thai you can
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A yong woman hurried into the room. ‘I have driven here o
tell you this: | know that James did not do it

do which I have not already done but..Look, here is
her cariage at the door!”

As he was speaking . a young woman hurried
into the room. She was one of the prettiest girls that |
have ever scen in my life. Her eyes were shinning, her
lips open, ready to speak, and her face was pink with
exciternent.

She looked at each of us carefully, and then
turned to my friend, ‘Oh Mr Sherlock Holmes,' she
said. She seemed to know immediately who he was.'l
am so glad that you have come. | have driven here (o
tell you this: I know that James did not do it. I know
it and Twant you to know il too. Please be quite sure
of that fact before you start your work. [have known
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him since we were both litde children and 1 know his
weaknesses better than anyone. But he is too soft-
hearted to hurt a fly. Anyone who really knows him
must believe that he is innocenl

‘I hope that we can show that 1o be true, Miss
Turner,” said Sherlock Holmes.'Believe me, 1 shall do
everything possible.”

‘But yo have read the facts. You have studied the
problem. You must see something wrong in what people
are thinking. Some way of escape. Do you not believe
that he is innocent?’

‘T think that probably he is.’

*There, now!' she said, throwing back her head
and turning 10 Lestrade. ‘Do you hear that? He gives me
hope."

Lestrade looked unhappy, He clearly thought that
Holmes was mistaken. ‘] am afraid that my friend here
is only guessing,’ he said.

‘But he is right:.! I know that he is right. James
and his father had many quarrels aboul me. Mr McCanthy
wanted us to get mamried, | have always loved James
and he loves me but we are like brother and sister. He
is still young and knows very little about life and...and....
| mean, naturally he did not wish o marry just yet. So
there were quarrels. | am sure that this was one of
them.”

‘And your father? asked Holmes. ‘Did he also
wani you to marry James?

‘Mo, he was against it too. Only Mr McCanhy
wanted it.' Holmes was watching her carefully and we
saw thai her face suddenly became a docper pink.

'



Sharock Holmes and the Mystery of Boscombe Pool 21

“Thank you for thiz information’ Holmes said.
*Can | come and visit your father tomorrow?

‘I am afraid that the doctor will say no.'

“The doctor?

*Yes, haven't you heard? My poor father has not
been strong for many years but with his sadness about
this murder he has become very ill. He is in bed and Dr
Willows says that his case is senous. Mr McCarhy was
the only person left who knew Father in the old days in
Australis-when he was in Victoria.'

‘Ha! In Victoria? That is importanl.’

“Yes, al the mines.®

'Of course. | understand that those were the
goldmines where Mr Tumer made his money.”

“That is right.’

“Thank you, Miss Tumer. You have been a very
greal help to me.’

“You will tell me tomommow if you have any
news? | expect that you will go to the prison to see
James. Oh Mr Holmes, if you do go, please tell him
this: 1 know he is innocent.’

‘T will, Miss Tumer."

‘I must go home now because my father needs
me. He is unhappy if 1 leave him. Goodbye and God
help you in your work." She hurried from the room and
we heand her cariage moving away down the streel.

‘| am surprised a8t you, Holmes." said Lestrade,
after keeping silent for a few minutes. “Why doyou give
her hope when she is sure too lose it only too soon? |
am not soft-hearted, as you know, but 1 think you arc
being unkind.”
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‘] believe that there is a way of saving James
McCarthy.’ said Holmes. 'Have youan order 1o see him
in the prison?

"Yes, but only for you and me.'

“Then | shall change my plans and go out. We
have still got time to take a train to Hereford and sec
him tonight?

‘Plenty of time.’

“Then let us go. Watson, | am afraid that you
will be bored but I shall only be away for an hour or
two,’

1 walked with them to the station and then came
back alone through the streets of the little town 1o cur
hotel, There I sat and tricd to read a book. But the story
was so stupid that my thoughts kept retuming to the
Boscombe Pool mystery. 1 could not follow the story.
Finally, [threw the book across the room and began to
think only aboul the happenings of the day. Perhaps this
unlicky young man's words were really ue? In that
case, what terrible thing happened between the time that
he left his father and the time that he ran back 1o the
pool, hearing his dying screams? Somcthing very fright-
ening, | was sure, But what was it? Maybe he shape of
the wounds had something to tell me, as a doctor. [ rang
the bell and asked for the weekly newspaper, which had
a description of them. The wounds were in a4 group on
the back part of McCarthy's head, on the left side.
Clearly the murderer hit him from behind. This fact
made James McCarthy's story easier to believe, perhaps.
They were face 1o face during their quarrel, he said. Of
course, it was also possible that James hit him when his
father turned is back. Sill, 1 decided to give Holmes
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this information. ‘Then there was the strange talk of a rat
when the old man lay dying. It 1s unusual for a dying
man e use words with no meaning. Probably he was
trying o explain how i all happened. But what did it
mean? 1 thought hard, trying t© find an answer 1o the
mystery; but I could not. Then there was the grey cloth
which young McCanthy saw. Il this was true, then
perhaps the murderer droped it-his coar maybe-when he
was munning away, Bul the son was sitting beside hid
father, just a few yards away and saw no one. S0 every
part of the case scemed ic bring more problems.
Lestrade's ideas did not surprise me but [ believed
sirongly in my friend Sherlock Holmes. ‘He will find
new facts,' T thought to myself, 'and | need not lose
hope if each mew fact points 10 young MeCarthy's
innocence,’



There [ sat iried to read a book. But my thoughts kepi
returning to the Boscombe Pool mystery, Finally | threw the
book across the room.
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Tt was late before Sherlock Holmes returmed. He came
hack alone because Lestrade was staying at a different
hotel. 1 told him about the head wounds, a fact which
he seemed to find interesting.

“The weather seems 1o be staying fine," he said.
‘We don't want any rain to fail before we can look at
the ground. But we must rest and be fresh for important
work of this kind. 1 did not want to begin it after that
long journey. I have seen young McCarthy.’

‘And what did you learn from him?'

‘Nothing.

*Couldn’t he tell you anything?'

‘Nothing, as I have said. At first, | thought that
he must know the name of the murderer, He wanted to
save him or her-that was my idea. But now 1 am sure
that he knows as litle as we do. 1 must say that he is
nol @ very intelligent young man, even if he is good-
looking and also, T think, good-hearted.”

‘I do not think much of his taste,” I said, 'if he
really does mot want to marry Miss Tumer.

“Ah, that is a long, sad story. This boy is deeply
in Tove with her. But two years ago he did a very stupid
thing. Miss Tumner was still at school then and away
from home. He did not know her very well. James
hecame friendly with a woman in Bristol who worked
in & bar. He mamied her sccretly. Even now, no one
knows that he is married. So think of his fellings when
his fatchr told him again and again to marry Miss
Tumner! He dearly wanted to marry her bul he knew
that it was impossible. His fatehr, as we now know, was
a cold, hard man and James could not tell him about his
wife. He has spent the last three days in Bristol with
this barwoman and his father of course knew nothing
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' have seen young McCarthy. Bur now | am sure he knows
as litle as we da," said Holmes.

about it. Remember that fact. It is very imporant. But
something good has happened at last, hecause his wile
has now left him. She read in the mewspaper about his
serious trouble and wanis to have nothing more to do
with him. She has written to say that she has a hushand
already-a sailor-and that she and James are not really
married. This piece of news has made poor James a lot
happier.’

‘But if James is innocenl. then who did the
murder?

‘Ah, who? 1 want you 0 noticc (wo imporiant
facts. The first is that the murdered man wenl to the
pool 1o meet someone. This person was nol his som,
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because his son was away from home. McCarthy did
not know when his son was coming back. The second
fuct is that the murdered man called “Cooee!™. not
knowing about his son’s return. Those are the two things
which will help 1o save young James, And now let us
change the subject. We shall talk no more of murders
and leave all that business until tomorrow,’

Holmes was right: there was no rain during the
night and the next day was bright and cloudless. At nine
o'clock Lestrade came for us with the camage and we
left for Hatherley Farm and Boscombe Valley.

‘There is serious news this moming.’ said Lestrade,
‘T hear that Mr Turner is dangerously ill. The doctor
thinks that he iz dying.

‘He is quite an old man, then?' asked Holmes.

‘About sixty; but his health has been bad for
some (ime, This business has made him rcally ill. He
was an old friend of McCarthy’s and helped him in a
number of ways. I have learned that he gave him free
use of Hatherdey Farm.'

‘Is that true? This is most interesting.’ said
Holmes, -

‘Oh yes, and he has helped him in other ways
too. Every one round here speasks of his Kindness to
McCarthy.'

‘Really? Don't you think it stramge then that
McCarthy wanted his son to marry Tumer's davghter?
The Tumers are rich and the McCarthy seem o be quite
poor. We know that old Mr Tumer has always been
against the idea. His dauthter wld us that. Don't you
find that McCarthy's friendliness isa little unusual.’

“You are always full of ideas, Mr Holmes,” saide,)
Lestrade. looking at me with a smile. 'l have come here
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to study the facts and they are difficult. enough. Your
thoughts always fly away from the real problems.’

“You are right,’ said Holmes quielly. “You do find
it diffcult 1o notice the facts.’

*Well, I have understood one fact which you do
not seem to get hold of,' answered Lestrade, not very
pleased.

'‘And that is?'

“That young McCarthy killed his father: any other
way of seeing this casc is just nol possible.’

‘Let us agree todisagree.’ said Holmes, laughing.
‘But if | am not mistaken, there is Hatherley Farm on
the lefi.'

‘Yes, that is v’

It was a long, low building made of grey stone
and it looked comfortable, But the windows were all
shut and there was no smoke coming up from the roof.
It looked empty. We knocked on the door and a young
servant girl came out. She showed us first the boots
which old Mr McCarthy was wearing at the time of his
death. She also showed us a pair of the son's boots.
Holmes studied their size and shape very carefully. He
then asked to see the back of the house. From there we
ook the path which went lo Boscombe Pool.

Holmes seemed 1o change as he humied towards
the place of the murder. He stopped being the quiet
thinker of Baker Street. His face became redder and
darker. His eyes shone with a hard light. He pressed his
lips together and held his face down and his body low,
studying the ground, His thoughts were wmed so fully
to the case thal he did not seem to hear anything that




carefully.

Holmes studied the size and shape of the bools very




Helmes ran here and there like a dog which has smelied a

wild animal.
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we said. If he did, he answered only with a shori word
or two. He made his way quickly and silently along the
path which went across the fields and then down
through the trees lo Boscombe Pool.

The ground was sofi and wel as we gol nearer.
There were the marks of many feet both on the path
and on the short grass on each side. Sometimes Holmes
hurried on, sometimes he suddenly stood still. Once he
walked away from the path into a Geld. Lestrade and 1
walked behind him. Lestrade scemed bored and
unintersested in what Holmes was doing but 1 waiched
my friend carefully, knowing that every movement had
4 meaning.

Boscombe Pool is a small piece of water aboul
one hundred and twenty yards wide. It lies at the end of
the Hatherley Farm land where it joins the beautiful
park land belonging to Mr Tumer. Above the trees on
the far side of the pool we could see the big red roofs
of Turner's home. On the Hatherley side of the pool the
trees grew thick. There was a narrow piece of open
ground about forty yards wide between the trees and the
water of the lake. This open part was covered with
short, wet grass. Lestrade showed us the place where the
body was lying when they found it In fact, the ground
was 50 soft that 1 could see the marks left by McCarthy's
fall. But, looking at Holmes, Irealized from his excited
face and the quick movement of his eyes that he was
learning many other things from the marks on the grass,
He ran here and there like a dog which bhas smelled a
wild animal. Then he lurned to the detective.

"Why did you go into the pool? he asked Lestrade,

‘I thought that may be there was gun or piece of
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clothing or something like that in the water. But tell me,
how...?

*0Oh come now, Lestrade. | have no ume. That
lefi foor of yours is everywhere. A child can see i
Look over there, where il disapperas into the grags. This
case was perfectly easy unlil a crowd of people came
and stupidly walked all over the place. Here is where the
Morans came and their footmarks have covered the
ground for five or six yards around the body. But here
are three different lines of the same feet?

He took out a magnifying glass and lay down on
top of his coal to sec the marks better. Talking to

himself more than to us, he said, ‘These are young
McCarthy's feet. Twice he was walking and once he was
running fast, because his loes are pressing deeper into
the ground. Thal follows his story, does it nol? Then
here are the father’s footmarks as he walked up and
down. What is this, then? Ha, ha! What have we herc?
Someone walking on his toes. In boots with square toes
too. Quite unusual boots. They come, they go, they
come again- of course, that was for the coat. Now,
where did they come from?

He ran up and down, sometimes losing and some-
times finding the line of footmarks. Soon we were
standing in the shadow of avery big tree, the largest of
them all. Holmes followed the marks to the far side of
the wree. Then he lay down on his front again with an
excited shour, For a long time, he stayed there, fuming
over the dry leaves until he picked up something small,
which looked bumed. He put this inlo an envelope.
Mext, he studied both the ground and the sides of the
tree with his magnifying glass. A big rough stone was
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He lay down studied the ground with his magnifying glass.

lying among the leaves. He looked at this too with great
interest and kept it. Then he followed another line of
foolmarks., These went along a path through the (rees
until they came to a road, where the marks disappeared.

‘It has been a most interesting case,’ Holmes
said, Becoming himself again. ‘I think that this little
house on the right must be the Moran's home. | will go
in and have a word with Mr Moran. Perhaps 1 will write
a short letter. After that we shall drive back (o the town
and have lunch. Please walk to the carriage. | shall be
with you again in ten minutes,”

&
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Ten minutes later, we were in the carmage, driving back
to Ross. Holmes was stll carmying with him the stone,
found among the trees. *You will be interested in this,’
he said to Lestrade, holding it out.

'['see no marks on iL’

‘There are pone.’

‘How do you know that it is important, then?'

‘The grass was growing under it, Clearly il was
lying there for only a day or two. I could not find the
place that it came form: there are oo many stones
around. But it is the right shape to make the wounds in
McCarthy's head.’

*And the murderer?'

‘He is a tall man, lefi-handed, with a bad right
leg. He wears thick shooting -boots and & grey coat,
smokes Indian cigars. uses a cigar-holder and carries a
pocket-knife-not a very sharp one. There is more infor-
mation that 1 can give you; bul that will be enough for
you to find him, I think."

Lestrade laughed. ‘Iam afraid I find all this hard
to believe,' he said. ‘'This information is all very well °
but it does not show that a person is guilty of murder.’

‘We shall see,’ said Holmes. “You work in your
way and I shall work in mine. Ishall be busy this
afternoon and [ shall probably go back to London on the
evening train.'

‘and leave the casc unfinished?

‘No, finished,'

‘But the mystery™

‘Is a mystery no more.'

‘Who was the guilty person then”



A big rough sione was lying among the leaves. Holmes
looked a1 this with inlerest and kept ir.



36 Shedock Holmes and the Mystory of Boscombe Pool

‘Oh, God help us! The person 1 have just de-
scribed, of course.’

‘But who is he?

“That will not be difficult to find oul. The numbr:r
of people who live in this neighbourhood is not large.”

Lestrade had a hopeless look on his face. 'l am
a sensible man,” he said slowly. °l really cannol run all
over the place looking for left-handed man with bad
leg. My friends at Scotland Yard will laugh at me.’

‘All right! said Holmes quietly. ‘I have given
you the information. Now here we are al your address,
I believe. Goodbye. I shall send you a few words before.
[ leave.’

We dropped Lestrade at his hotel and then drove
to ours, where we found lunch upon the table.

‘Look here. Wason,” said my Inend when the
meal was over. “Just sit here in this chair and listen (o
me for a little. T am not sure what 1o do and your ideas
will be uscful. Light a cigar and Ishall explain.

‘Please do.’'

‘Well, when we first learmed about this case,
there were two things that we both noticed immediately.
They are both parts of young McCarthy's story. To me
they showed him to be innocent. To you they seemed to
make him guilty. The first thing is that his father called
“Cooee” to him before he saw him. The second is thal
he spoke of a rat as he lay dying. He said several other
words, you remember, but that was the only word that
his son undersiood. Now these two [lacts must be the
start his son understood. Now these two facts must be
the start of our thinking. We shall also begin by believ-
ing that the boy's story is perfectly true.’
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"What about this “Cooee™, then?

“Well, clearly the father was not calling 0 his
son. The son, as far as he knew, was in Brisiol. Tt was
just luck that James heard his father's call. The "Cooee”
was for the person that old McCarthy was going 1o
meel But “Cooee” is a special call that Austalians use.
The person whom McCarthy expecied to meel af
Boscombe Pool was probably someone who knew Aus-
tralia.”

‘What ahout the ral, in that case?

Sherlock Holmes took a piece of paper from his
pocket and putiton the table. “This is a map of Aus-
tralia,” he said. ‘1 sent for it last night.” He put his hand
over part of the map. What do you read?" he asked.

*ARAT," 1 read.

‘And now? he lifted his hand.

‘BALLARAT.

‘Quite right. That was the word which the old
man spoke; but his son only understood the last part of
il. He was trying to giye the name of his murderer. Mr
Something of Ballarat.'

“That's most surprising!’ Isaid.

‘It is perfectly easy,' said Holmes. "And now, you
see, the number of possible people immediately becomes
much smaller. Soemeone who has a grey coat or jacket:
that is another thing we can be sure about, if we believe
the son's story. We have already come from knowing
nothing 1o a picture of an Australian from Ballaral with
a grey coal.'

*Quite true.’

‘And this person felt at home in the valley,
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because it is only possible 1o get 1o the pool across
olher people's land. Strangers cannol usually go there.'

‘Again you are night.’

“Then there is our visit today. By looking care-
fully atthe ground I was able to describe the wanted
man still more fully to that stupid detective Lestrade.

‘But how did you find out those other facis?"

“You know my ways. It is the very small things
that 1 always look for.’

‘You knew that he was tall, because the space
between the footmarks showed aman with long legs.
And the marks also 1old you what kind of boots he
. ;-

"Yes, they were unusual boots.”

“The mark of his right foot was always less clear
than the mark of tus lefi. He stood more heavily on the
left because his right leg hurt him.'

‘But you also say that he is left-handed?’

*Ah, yes! It was you, dear Watson, who noticed
the kind of head wound which the doctor described. The
murderer hit McCarthy from behind but on the lefi side
of the head. This shows that he was left-handed. Try 10
do it with your right hand, if you do not believe me.
During the quarrel between the father and son, he stood
behind that big tree. He was smoking at the time. |
found the ash from a cigar, which I know 10 be an
Indian cigar, at the foot of the ree. You remember that
smoking is one of my favourite subjescts and that I
have written a paper on the ash from onc hundred and

forty different kinds of pipes, cigars and cigarettes. [

looked around and soon found the cigar end lying among

P —
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the leaves. It was an Indian cigar, from a shop in
Routerdam.”

*And the cigar-holder?

‘I could see that he did not put the cigar end in
his mouth, so | know that he uses a cigar-holder. The
cnd was cut off, not bitten off, bul the cul was nol a
clean one. This showed me that he used an old pocket-
knife.”

‘Holmes,' T said, ‘you have described this man
perfectly. Now he cannot escape and you have saved an
innocent man's life. Now | see where all these facts are
pointing. The guilty man js...”

L

Mr John Tumer.’ called out the hotel wailer, opening the
door of our silling-room for a visitor.

The man who came in was strange and frighten-
ing to look at. He walked slowly and with difficulty. He
tooked sick: but his hard Face, full of deep lines, and his
heavy arms and legs showed that he was strong, both in
body and in his fellings. His untidy beard, thick grey
hair and dark eyes gave him a wild, proud look but his
face was white as ash. I noticed the light blue colour of
the skin around his nose and lips. As a doctor, I could
see immediately that he was seriosly ill.

‘Please sit down on the sofa’ said Holmes softly.
'Sa you got my letter?

"Yes, Moran broutht it 10 me. [t says thal you
want to see me here, because it will make things easier.”

‘1 think that people will talk if they see me going
to your house."
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'And why do you wanl to see me? He looked at
my friend with sad, tired eyes. He seemed already to
know the answer to his question.

“Yes,' said Holmes, answering his look more than
his words. ‘It is true. [ know all about McCarthy.'

The old man hid his face in his hands. ‘God help
me!” he shouted. 'l did not want the young man fo get
hurt. If the case goes against him, [ promise you that I
shall tell the police everything.’

‘l am glad o hear it,” said Holmes in a serious
voice.

‘'l have not spoken yet only because of my dear
girl. Maybe I-but no, it will break her heant if she hears
that I am a prisoner.”

‘Perhaps that need not happen.” said Holmes.

"What?"

‘[ am nol a policeman. 1 understand that it was
your daughter who asked me to come, so | am working
for her. But," and here he looked hard at Tumer, “You
must save young McCarthy.'

‘1 am a dying man,’ said Tumer. ‘1 have had
diabetes for years. My doctor does nol think that 1 have
more than a month to live. But naturally 1 prefer to die
under my own roof than in prison.’

Holmes stood up, crossed to the table sat down at
it with a pen in his hand and some paper in fromt of
him. ‘Just tell us the true story,’ he said. ‘T shall write
it all down. You will put your mame fo it and Watson
here will listen to everything. Then if 1 need to save
young McCarthy's life, I can give il to the police. 1
promise you that T shall not use it until I must.’



Holmes sal down ar the iable with a pen and some paper,
Just rell us the rrue story," he said,

“Very well,’ said the old man. ‘I do not think that
| shall live until the case comes up, so it does not
matter much to me, But 1 want to save Alice’s feelings
if 1 can. It is & tennible thing for her to live with. She
is s young....,And now I will explain everything to you.
It has taken a long time to happen but it will not take
me a long time to tell. You did not know this dead man,
McCarthy. He was a true criminal- bad in every possible
way. 1 hope that you never fall into the hands of
someone like him. He has sat on my back for twenty
vears and he has made my life impossible. I shall tell
vou first how I met him and became tied to him and his
greedy ways.
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‘It was in the carly’ 60s at the mines. 1 was a
young man then, hot-blooded and ready to wry anything
new, | made somc bad friends, began drinking, had no
luck in finding gold. So I left the mines and hecame
what you call here a gangster-a robber on the roads.
There were six of us and we had a wild, free life,
robbing a sheep station sometimes or stopping the car-
riages on the road to the mines. Black Jack of Ballarat
was the name 1 took and in Ausiralia people still
remember our group as the Ballarat Boys Ome day, a
carriage was carrying gold from Ballaral to Melbourne, -
so we hid beside the road and took it by surprise. There
were six gurads on horses and six of us, so we nearly
lost the fight. But we shot four of them within a few
minutes. They killed three of our boys before we gol
our hands on the gold. | put my gun to the head of the
driver, who was this same man, McCarthy. 1 meant Lo
shoot him but decided to let him go. 1 still remember
his greedy little eyes looking hard at my face. He
planned to remember me. We rode away with the gold
and became rich men. 1 left my old friends and made
my way back to England. Here no one kenw me or my
past. 1 decided to stop travellings and live a good and
quiet life. A family wanted to sell that big house at
Boscombe, so [ bought it. | began to pul my money Lo
good uses, unlike the way I first got it 1 also got
married. My wife died young but she left me dear little.
Alice, Alice is all the word 10 me. Even when she was
still a baby. her little hand seemed to show me the right
way 1o love. She is the first person who ever done thal.
In a word, | changed my selfish ways and did every-
thing I could to become a better person. All was going
well until McCarthy came along.

1\




(ine day, a carriage wax corrying gold from Ballarar o
Melbourme, 5o we hid beside the road and tock it by

FUTpTiLe.
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'l was in London on business one day and I met
him by accident in Regent Sireet. He was almost with-
oul shoes on his feet or a coal on his back.

““Here we are al last, Jack." he said, touching me
on the arm, “We shall be like a family to you. There are
two of us, me and my son, and you can look after us
now. And if you do nol- remember that this is England.
There is always a policeman nearby o tell my story 10,7

‘Well, they came down to the West Country and
I could not shake them off. They lived withoul paying
in the best farm that | had. There was no rest for me
now, no forgetting. Everywhere ['went, his greedy, smil-
ing face was at my side. He asked for everything that
he needed and [ gave it to hum withoul question: moncy,
a house, a carriage. It got worse as Alice grew up. He
soon realized that 1 was more afraid of her knowing my
past than | was of the police. At last, he asked for
one thing | could not give. He asked for Alice. His son,
you see, was a young man and Alice too was not
child any more. He thought it a wonderful idea for hi
son to have all my land and money, when he marrei
Alice. But of course, 1 could not agree. | did not disli
the boy but his father's blood is in him and that i
enough, 1 told McCanthy no-never. McCarthy was
to go to the police. 1 told him to do his worst
finally agreed to meet at the pool, half-way betwecn
two houses. We were going to talk about McCarthy
plan one more time.

‘When | went down there, | saw him talking
his son. They were having a quarrel about Alice. |
behind a tree and smoked a cigar, hecause | needed B
talk to Charles alone. But as I lisiened (0 his w
everything inside me that was black and angry
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to break out. He was pressing his son to marry my
davghter. It didnt seem to matter what my daughter's
feelings were. He spoke of her as if she was a woman
of the streets. It made me wild to think of my dearest
child in the hands of that criminal. How could T break
the tie? 1 was already a dying man with no hope left.
My head was clear and my arms were still strong but I
did not have Jong 10 live. But my daughter! And the
picture she had of her loving father! [ could save them
both. 1 only had to stop that man's tongue from telling
my secret. So I did i, Mr Holmes. I feel able to do it
again, right or wrong. I have done many bad things in
my life but 1 have paid for them. I could not stand still
and see my innocent daughter so hurt. Thit him and he
fell. To me he seemed nothing more than an animal. His
screams brought his son running back but by this time
| was among the trees. Of course, 1 had to go back and
get my coat, which I dropped as Thurried away. That is
the true stroy, Mr Holmes, the story of everything that
happened. Now, show me that paper.’

"Well, it is not for me o speak of right or
wrong.” said Holmes, as the old man wrote his name at
the bottom of the last page. ‘I hope that I shall never
have to show that you are guilty.'

‘1 hope not, sir. And what do you mean to do
now?

‘Because of your health, 1 shall do nothing. You
know too well that you must live with your temble
sast.’ Holmes pointed to the handwritten pages on the
while. ‘1 will keep this information and if they decide
that young McCarthy is guilty of this murder, I must of
sourse use it If that does not hapen, no man alive shall
ever see it Your secret will be safe with us. And the
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I is not me 1o speak of right or wrong,” said Holmes, as
the old man wiote his mame af the bottam of the last page.
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mystery of Boscmobe Pool will stay a mystery fore

ever.”

‘Goodbye, then.' said the old man in broken
voice. *“When your time comes, you will be able to die
knowing thalt you have done a greal kindness.'

His geat sick body was shaking as he slowly left
the room.

‘God help us,' said Holmes, after keeping silent
for some time. “Why is life so hard on poor old men
like him? Every time that | meet a case like this, [ say
to myself: “There but for the goodness of God goes
Sherlock Holmes.™

James McCarthy's case came up some weeks
later. The decision was: nol guilty of murder. The few
facts which Holmes gave to the police were enough to
free him. Old Tumer lived for seven months more but
he is now dead. It scems (hat James and Alice will
suon become husband and wife, knowing nothing of that
great black cloud that resis over the past.
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THE WORLD WILL NEVER
BE THE SAME ONCE
YOU'VE SEEN IT THROUGH
THE EYES OF FORREST GUMP

Always Say
"thank you"
even if you don't mean it
i doicdmudapdodEemnt
coopgeoot dlobedeanemmn}
ofjcocbajrcod
(eopronbogs =fjof)

emqii(6)le Jdiup:
The Wit and Wisdom of
Forrest Gump
by
Winston Groom

cotils henioopt

Amenca’s most iovabie new hef i5 Winrking
smiles and hearts everywhere these days_ in the Paramount
mation pecture. Forrest Gump, slamng Tom Hanks. and in the
Pocket Books novel by Winston Groom, hailed by Lamy King
as “the funniest novel | have ever read.” Now [he fun confinues
n ltws: dehghtiul confection of wit and wisdom
from the worid according o Gump.
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