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Richard Bach Jonathan Livingston Seagull

Part One

It was moming, and the pew sun sparkled gold across the ripples of a gentls
sea Amle from shore a fishing boat chwmmed the water. And the word for Breakfast
Flock flashed through the air, fill a crowd of 2 thousand seagulls came to dodge and
fight for bits of food. It was another busy day beginming.

But way off alone, out by lnms=alf bevond boat and shere, Jonathan Livingston
Seagull was practicing. A hundred feet in the sky he lowered his webbed feet, hiffed
hus beak, and stramed to hold a pamful hard twisting cwrve through his wings. The
curve meant that he would fiv slowly, and now he slowed il the wind was a whisper
n his face, until the ocean stood shll beneath himy He namrowed his eves m fierce
concenfration, held bis breath forced ome. .. single . more. . inch | of | curve. . Then
bz feathers ruffled . he stalled and fell.

Seagulls, a5 vou know, never falter, pever stall. To stall in the air 15 for them
disgrace and it is dishonor.

But Jonathan Livingston Seagull, unashamed, stretching his wings again in
that trembling hard cwrve - slowing, slowing, and stalling once more - was no ordinary
bard.

Mozt pull= don’t bother to leamn more than the simplest facts of fight - howr to
get from shore to food and back agam. For mest gulls. 1t 15 not fhving that nuatters, buat
eatmg. For this gull though 1t was not eating that mattered, but flight. More than
amything else. Jonathan Livingston Seagull loved fo flyv.

1



Richard Bach Jonathan Livingzton Seagull
Thus kmd of thinkimg  he found. 15 not the way to make one’s self popular with
other burds, Even lus parents were dismaved as Jonathan spent whele dayvs alone,

mazking hmdreds of low-level glides, experimenting.

He didn't know why, for mstance, but when be flew at altitudes lass than half
hes wangspan above the water, be could stay m the air longer, with less effort. His
phides ended not wath the umal feet-dowm splach into the sea, but with a long flat
wake a5 he touched the swface with his feet agbtly streambmed against hos body.
When he began shding m to feet-up landings on the beach, then pacing the length of
ks shde in the sand | hus parents were very nmch dismaved indeed.

“Why, Jon, whyT" his mother asked. “Why 15 if 50 hard to be like the rest of the
flock, Jon? Why can't vou leave low flying to the pelicans, the alhatross? Why don't
wou eat? Son, vou're bone and feathes!™

“T don't mund bemg bone and feathers mony. I just want to know what I can do
in the aor and what I can’t, that’s all I just want to knowr™

“See here Jonathan * said s father not unkindby, “Winter 15n't far away. Boats
will be few and the surface fish will be swrmmme deep. If you must study, then stady
food, and how to get it. This flving busmess 15 all very well, but vou can’t eat a ghide,
vou know. Don'’t vou forget that the reason vou flv 15 to eat.”

Jomathan nodded obediently. For the net few days be tmed to behave like the
other gulls; he really tned, screeching and fighting with the flock around the piers and
fishing boats, dning on seraps of fish and bread. But he couldn 't make 1f work.

It’s all so pointless, he thought, deliberately dropping a hard-won anchovy to a
Imery old gull chasmg b, I could be spendmg all this tome leamming to fly. Thera's
sommch to leam!

It wasn't long before Jonathan Gull was off by himself again, far out at sea,

The sulject was speed, and m a week's practice he leammed mome about speed
than the fastest gull alve.

From a thousand fest, flapping hos wings as hard as be could. be pushed over
mfo a blazmg steep dive toward the waves, and leamed why seagulls don't make
blzzing steep pewer-dves. In past six seconds be was moving seventy nules per bour,
the speed af which one’s wing goes unstable on the upstroke.

Timse after time 1t happened. Careful as he was, workmg at the very peak of hus
ability, ke lost control at hngh speed.

Clhomb to a thousand feet. Full power stranght ahead first, then push over, flappmg,
to a vertical drve. Then, every time, lus left wing stalled on an upstroke, he'd roll
viclently left stall bis nght wing recovening, and flick hike fire mto a wild hombling
spin to the nght.

He couldn’t be careful enough on that upstroke. Ten times he tned, and all ten
times, a5 he passed through seventy miles per hour, he st nto a choming mass of
feathers, out of control, crashimg down mmto the water.

The kev, he thought at last, dnpping wet, noust be to hold the wings stll at high
speeds - to flap up to fifty and then hold the wings =nll.
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From two thousand feet be tned again, rolling into his dive, beak straight down,
wings full out and stable from the momsent be passed fifty mules per howr. It fook
tremendous strenpth but if worked. In fen seconds he had blored through mnety
mmules per howr. Jonathan had set a world speed record for seagulls!

But victory was short-lived The metamt he began ks pullout, the metant he
changed the angle of iz wings. he snapped into that same termble uncontrolled disaster,
and at mnety moles per bour ot bt hiny hke dynanate. Jonathan Seagull exploded
mdarr and soxashed down into a brck hard sea.

When he came to, if was well after dark, and he floated in moonlight on the
surface of the ocean. His wings were ragged bars of lead, but the weight of failure was
even heavier on lus back. He wished, feebly, that the weight could be just encugh to
drug him gently down to the bottom, and end 1t all

As he sank lowin the water, a strange hollow voice sounded within lom There's
noway around it. | am a seagull. T am hited by noy nature. IfT were meant to learn so
mmch about fiving, I'd have charts for braans. If ] were meant to flv at speed. I'd have
a faleon’s short wings, and live on mice instead of fish. My father was nght. T poust
forget this foohshness.

I oomst £ home to the Flock and be content as I am, as a poor hmmted seagull.

The voice faded and Jonathan agreed The place for a seagull at might 15 on
shore, and from this moment forth, he vowed, be would be a noemal gull. It would
mzke evervone happler

He pushed weanly away from the dark water and flew toward the land, gratefial
for what he had leamed about work-saving low-alttude flving.

But no, he thought. I am done with the way [ was, I am done with everyihing
learned 1 am a seagull hke every other seagull, and I wall fly hke one. So he climbed
panfully to a hundred feet and flapped ks wings hardar, preszing for shore.

He felt better for lns decision to be just another one of the Flock. There would
be no fies pow to the force that had diven him to learn, there would be no more
challenge and no more farhare. And 1t was pretty, just to stop thinkmg, and flyv through
the dark, toward the lights above the beach.

Dizrk! The hollowr voice cracked m alarm Seagulls never fiv m the dark!

Jonathan was not alert to histen. It's pretty, he thought. The meoon and the hights
taninkhmg on the water, throwing out hitle beacon-trails through the night. and all o
peaceful and =all ..

et down! Seagulls never fiy in the dark! If vou were meant to fly in the dark
vou'd have the eves of an owl! You'd have charts for brams! You’'d have a falcon's
short wangs!

There m the mght, 2 undred feet mn the air, Jomathan Living=ton Seagull -
blnked. His pain, his resolutions, vamshad.

Short wings. A faleon’s short wings!

That’s the answer! What a fool I've been! All I nead 15 3 timy bitle wing, all 1
nead 1= to fold mest of my wings and fiy on just the tips alone! Short wings!

I |
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He clmbed two thousand feet abore the black sea, and wathout a moment fior
thought of fahore and death he brought his forewnngs tzhthy 1n to his body, laft only
the namow swept daggers of hus winghps extended mto the wind and fall mto 2 verbical
dive.

The wind was a monster roar at hes head. Seventy nules per hour, ninety, a
Indred and twenty and faster soll. The wing-stam now at a hmdred and forty miles
per howr wasn't mearky as hard as it had been before at seventy, and with the famfest
twist of lns wingtps be eased out of the dive and shot above the waves, a gray
cannonball under the neoon.

He closed bis eves to shts agamest the wind and rejorced A hundred foety nules
per bour! And under control! If T dive from five thousand feet instead of two thousand
I wonder how fast..

His vows of 2 moment before were forgotten, swept away m that zreat swift
wind. Tet he falt pmliless, breaking the promses be had made himself Such pronmses
are only for the gulls that accept the ordmary. One who has touched excellence m has
learmng has no meed of that kind of proouase.

By sunup, Jonathan Crull was prachcimg again From five thousand feet the
fishing boats were specks m the flat blue water, Breakfast Flock was a famt clond of
dust motes, circling.

He was alve, trembling ever so shghtly with delight, prond that hes fear was
under conirol. Then withowt ceremorny he hugged in s forewnnes, extended his short,
angled winghps, and phinped diectly toward the sea. By the time be passed four
thousand feet he had reached terminal velocity, the wind was a sohd beatmg wall of
sound agamst which he could move no faster. He was flymg now straight dowm, at
toro hmdred fourteen miles per howur. He swallowed, knowing that 1f ns wings unfolded
at that speed be'd be blown mic a pulbion timy shreds of seagull. But the speed was
power, and the speed was jov, and the speed was pre beauty.

He bezan his pullout at a thousand feet, winghps thmdding and bhuming in that
pigantic wind, the boat and the crowd of gulls tlting and growing meteor-fast, drectly
o hus path

He couldn't stop; he didn’t know vet even how to ton at that spead.

Collizon would be mstant death.

And so be shut bis eves.

It happened that morming, then just after sunnse, that Jonathan Living=ton
Seagull fired directly through the center of Breakfast Flock, ticking off two bundred
twrelve males per hour, eves closed, in a great roanng shnek of wind and feathers. The
zull of Fortune stmled upon ham this once, and no one was klled.

By the time he had palled his beak strai gt up mto the sky he was sall scorching
along at a nndred and sy mmles per howr. When be bhad slowed to twenty and
stretched hos wings again af last, the boat was a cnmmb on the sea, four thousand fest
below
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His thought was tmmeph. Termmumal veloorty! A seagull at toro nndred fourtesn
mules per how! It was a breakthrough the sreatest single moment m the b story of the
Flock, and in that moment a new age opened for Jonathan Gull. Flving out to ks
lomely practice area, folding s wings for a dve from eight thousand feet, be et
bomself at once to discover how to hom

A single wingtip feather, he found, moved a fraction of an mech, gives a smooth
sweeplng curve at fremendous speed. Before be leamed this, however, he found that
moving more than one feather at that speed wall spm vou like anflaball... and Jonathan
had flown the first asrobatics of any seagull on earth

He spared no tinse that day for talk with other gulls, but flew on past sunset. He
discovered the loop, the slow roll, the pomt rell, the mrerted spim. the gull bunt, the
pmwheel.

When Jonathan Seagull jomed the Flock on the beach 1t was foll mght He was
dizzy and termibly tired. Yet 1 delight he flew a loop to landing, with a soap roll just
before touchdown. When they bear of 1t, he thought, of the Breakthrough thev']l be
wild wath jov. How much more there 15 now to iving! Instead of owr drab slogging
forth and back to the fishing boats, there's a reason to hfe! We can bift owrselves ouf of
1gnorance, we can find ourselves as creatures of excellence and mtell pence and skall
We can be free! We can leamn to fly!

The years ahead ummed and glowed wath promise.

The gulls were flocked into the Council Gathering when he landed, and
apparenily had been so flocked for some tinse. They were, m fet, waiting.

“Tonathan I ivinpston Seagull! Stand to Center!™ The Elder’s words sounded m
avoice of highest ceremony. Stand to Cenfer meant only great shame or great honor
Stand to Center for Honor was the way the gulls’ foremost leaders were marked. OFf
course, he thought, the Breakfast Flock this mommg; they saw the Breakthrough! Buf
I want no bonors. T have no wish to be leader. I want only to share what I've found. to
show those honzons out ahead for us all. He stepped forward.

“Jonathan Iningston Seagull ” said the Elder, “Stand to Center for Shame 1
the sight of your fellow gulls!™

It felt like bemg hat with a board. His knees wenf weak, lis feathers sagged
there was roanng in his ears. Cenfered for shame? Impossible! The Breakthrough!
They can't understand! They're wrong, they 're wrong!

¥ .. for his reckless imesponsibility “ the solemn vorce mtoned, “violating the
digmaty and tradiion of the Gull Fanmly: ”

To be centered for shame meant that he would be cast owt of gull socety, bamished
to a solitary hife on the Far Chifs.

“... one day Jonathan Inangston Seagull, vou shall leam that immesponsibality
does pot pay. Life 15 the unknown and the unknowable, except that we are put imto thes
world to eat, to stay alve as long as we posaibly can™
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A seapull never speaks back to the Couneil Flock, but 1t was Jonathan's voice
rarsed. “Tresponsibility 7 My brothers!™ ke cned. “Whe 15 more responsible than a
gull who finds and follows a meamimg, a bigher purpose for hife? For a thousand vears
we have scrabbled after fish heads, buf now we have a reason fo live - fo leam, to
discover, to be free! Give me one chance, let me show you what I've found ™

The Flock maght as well have been stone.

“The Brotherhood 1= broken ” the gulls mtoned together, and with one accord they
solenmly closed thewr ears and tumed their backs upon him

Jonathan Seagull spent the rest of lns danvs alone, but he flew way out bevond
the Far Chifs. His one sorrow was not solifnle, 1f was that other gulls refused to
believe the glory of flight that awarted them; they refused to open their eyes and sea.
He leammed more each day. He leamed that a streamlined high-speed dive could bnng
bom to find the rare and tasty fish that schooled ten feet below the surface of the
ooean: e no longer needed fishing boats and stale bread for surmal. He learmed to
slesp m the air, sethng 3 course at pight across the offshore wind. covermg 2 bundred
mules from sunset to surrise. With the sanse inner confrol, he flew through heany sea-
fogs and chimbed above them into dazzling clear skiss . in thee very times when every
other gull stood on the ground, knowing nothimg but st and rain. He learmed to nde
the lgh wind=s far inland to dine there on delicate msects.

What he had once hoped for the Flock, be now gamed for lumself alone; he
learned to fly, and was ot somy for the price that he had pad Jonathan Seagnll
discovered that boredony and fear and anger are the reasons that a gull’s hie = so
short, and wath these gone from his thought, he Iived 3 long fine ife mdead

Thev came 1n the evenimg, then and found Jonathan ghdmg peaceful and alone
through his beloved sky. The two gulls that appeared at his wings were pure as starlight,
and the glow from them was gentle and fnendly in the high mght 2. But most lowvely
of all was the skall wath which thev flew, their winghips moving a precise and constant
inch froms his own Without a word, Jonathan put then to hus test, a test that no gull
hzd ever pazsed He tuasted los wings, slowed to 2 aingls mile per howr above stall
The two radiant birds slowed with him sosoothly, locked in posthon. They knew
about slow flying.

He folded i wangs. rolled and dropped ina drve to a lnmdred nmety mmles per
hour. They dropped with him, streaking dowmn m flawless formation.

Af last be twmed that speed straight up info a long vertical slow-roll. They
rolled with hom smmbing.

He recovered to level fhight and was quiet for a tune before be spoke “Very
well " he sand “who are you?”

“We're from vour Flock, Jonathan We are vour brother=.” The words were
strong and calo, “We've come fto ake vou higher, to take vou home.™

“Home I have none Flock I have none. I am Cufeast. And we fly now af the
peak of the Great Mountain Wind. Bevond a few lundred feet, I can hift thes old body

no higher ™
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“But vou can Jonathan For vou have leamed. One school is fimished, and the
time has come for another to begin.™

As 1t had shimed across bom all s ife, so understanding hghted that moment
for Jonathan Seagull. They were nght. He could fiy higher, and i was fome to zo
homse.

He gave one last look across the sky, across that magmficent silver land where
be kad leamed so much.

“T'm ready “ he smd at last.

And Jonathan Lneston Seagull rose with the two star bnght gulls to disappear
into a perfect dark =ky.
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Part Two

So this 15 heaven, he thought, and be had to somle at lomself It was hardly
respectful to analvze beaven m the very moment that one fhes up to enter it.

As he came from Earth now, above the clouds and m close formaton wath the
two bnlhant gulls, he saw that lns own body was grownng as bnght as theirs. True, the
same young Jonathan Seapull was there that had alwanes lived behind hiz golden eyves,
but the cuter form had changed.

It felf hke a seagull body, buat already ot flew far better than hus old one had ever
flown. Why, with half the effort, be thought, I'll get twice the speed. twice the
performance of oy best days on Earth!

Has feathers glowed brilliant white now, and his wings were smooth and perfact
as sheets of pohished sibver. He began, dehightedly, to learn about them, to press power

At two hundred fifty pales per howr he felt that he was neanng his level-flight
mecomum speed. At two hmdred seventy-three he thought that be was flying as fast
as he could fly, and be was ever so faintly dizappointed. There was a lout fo how
mmech the new body could do, and though it was pouch faster than hus old level-flisht
record, if was shll a hirmit that would take great effort to crack. In heaven, he thought,
there should be no lhnmts,
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The clouds broke apart, lus escorts called, “Happy landmgs, Jonathan ™ and
vamshed into thin air

He was flying over a sea, toward a jagged shoreline. A very few seagulls were
working the updrafis on the chifs. Away off to the porth. at the honzon iiself flew a
few others. New sights, new thoughts, new queshons. Why so few gulls? Heaven
should be flocked wath gulls! And why am I so fired, all at once? Gulls in beaven are
never supposed to be tired, or to slesp.

Where had he heard that? The memory of ks life on Earth was fallng away
Earth had been a place where he had leamed much . of course, but the detals wers
bharred - somethmg about fightme for food, and being Chrteast.

The dozen gulls by the shoreline came to meet lom none saying a word. He falt
only that be was welcome and that thes was home. It had been a ig day for bam a daw
whose sunnse be no longer remembered.

He turned to land on the beach beating lus wings to stop an inch in the air, then

dropping highthy to the sand, The other zulls landed too, but not one of them so much
as flapped a feather They swung info the wind brght wings cutstretched. then
somehow they changed the curve of their faathers unfil they had stopped m the same
mstant their faet touched the sroumd. It was beautiful control. but now Jonathan was
Just too tred to try it. Standing there on the beach. still without a word spoken be was
asleep.
In the days that followed, Jonathan saw that there was as much to learn about
flight 1 this place as there had been 1n the hife behmd hom. But with a difference. Here
were gulls who thought as he thought, For each of them, the most important thing 1n
Iiving was to reach out and touch perfection in that which they most loved to do, and
howr every day practicmg flight, testing advanced aeronzufics.

For a long time Jonathan forgot about the world that he had come from, that
place where the Flock bnved wath 1ts eyes oightly shut to the joy of fight usmg its
WIngs a5 means to the end of finding and fighting for food. But now and then, o=t for
a moment, he remembeared.

He remembered it one mormimg when he was cut with hes metructor, while they
rested on the beach after a session of folded-wing snap rolls.

“Where 15 evervbody, Sullivan™ be asked zilently, quite at bome now with the
easy telepathy that these gulls used instead of screes and mracks. “Why aren't there
more of us here? Why, where I came from there were . “

“ .. thousands and thousands of gulls. I know. “ Sullivan shook his bead.

“The cnly answer I can see, Jonathan 1= that vou are pretty well a one-mn-a-
mulbon bird. Mest of us came along ever so slowly. We went from one world into
another that was almest exactly hike 1t forgeting nght away where we had come
from not canng where we were beaded Inang for the moment Do vou have any 1dea
how many Inves we mmist have gone through before we even go the first 1dea that there
15 more fo hife than eating, or fishting, or power in the Flock? A thousand Inves, Jon,
ten thousand! And then another hundred Inres untl we began to leam that there 15
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such a thing a5 perfection. and another hindred again to get the 1dea that cur prorpose
for living 15 to find that perfection and showr it forth. The same mile holds for us now,
of cowrse: we choose our pext world through what we learn in fhus one. Lean nothing,
and the next world 15 the same a5 this one, all the same hmitations and lead weights to
overcome.”

He stretched kis wings and tumed to face the wind. “But youw, Jon,” he sad,
“learmed so much af one tome that vou didn™t have to go through a thousand bves to
rezch this one.”

In a moment they were airbome agamm prachcing. The formaton point-roals
were difficult, fnrﬂ:rmlghﬂum'a'radha]f]nmﬂuanhadtnﬂmkupmhchmmusmg
the curve of s wing, and reversing it exactly in harmony with les mmstructor’s.

“Let's oy it agam.” Sullivan said over and over: “Let’s try if again.” Then,
finally, “(ood ™ And thev began practicing cutside loops.

One evening the gulls that were not mght-fiying stood together on the sand,
thimking Jonathan took all ks comape i hand and walked to the Fldar Gull, who, 1t
was sad, was soon to be moving beyond thiz world “Chiang..” he sad a hittls
nervously.

The old seagull locked af bom kindby. “Yes, v son” Instead of being enfeebled
b age, the Elder had been emporered by 1t he could outfly any gull m the Flock, and
he had learmed =kills that the others were only gradually commng to know.

“Chiang, this world 1=n't heaven at all, 15 117 The Elder somlad m the moonhight
“Tou are leamning agam, Jonathan Seagull.” he said.

“Well, what happens from here” Where are we going? I= there no such place as
heaven™

“Mo, Jonathan there iz po such place. Heaven 15 not a place, and 1f 15 not 2 time.
Heaven is being perfect ™ He was silent for a moment. “You are a very fast flier, aren’t

“I... I emyov speed.” Jonathan said, taken aback but proud that the Elder had
noticed.

“You will begin to touch heaven Jonathan m the moment that you touch perfact
speed. And that 150t flying a thousand moles an bour, or 2 mollhion, or flving at the
speed of light. Because any mumber 15 a linmt, and perfection doesn't have linmts,

Without warning, Chiang vanished and appeared at the water’s edze fifty fest
away, all in the flicker of an mstant Then he vamshed agamn and stood, m the same
mlbserond, at Jonathan's shouldar “Tt's kind of fim ™ he said.

Jonathan was dazrled He forgot to ask about heaven. “How do vou do that?
What does 1t feal hke? How far can vou go?”
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“You can go to any place and to any tome that you wish to go,” the Elder saud.
“T've gone evervwhere and everywhen [ can think of ™ He locked across the sea. “Tt's
strange The gulls who scom perfection for the sake of travel go nowhere, slowly.
Those who put aside travel for the sake of perfection go amwhere, mstantly. Remember,
Jonathan heaven isn't aplace or a tme, becanse place and tme are so very meanmgless,
Heavenis...”

“Can vou teach me to fly hke that”™ Jonathan Seagull trembled to conguer
another unknown.

“Of course if yvou wish to leam ™

“Twsh When can we start?”.

“We could start now 1f vou'd hke ™

“Twant to learn to By hike that,” Jonathan said and 3 strange hght glowed m s
eves. “Tell me what to do,”

Chiang spoke slowly and watched the younger gull ever so carefully. “To flv as
fast as thought, to armywhere that 15.” be said, “you mmst begin by knowing that vou
have already armmved .7

The tnck, accordng to Chiang, was for Jonathan to stop seemg himself as
trapped mside a limmted body that had a fortv-tero meh wingspan and performance
that could be plotted on a chart. The tick was to know that his true nature lived, as
perfect a5 an unwritten number, evervwhere at once across space and fime.

Jonathan kept at it, fiercely, day after day, from before sunnse till past oudmght.
And for all his effort he moved not a feather wndth from s spot.

“Forget about farth!” Chiang saud if tome and apaim. “You didn't need fath to
fly, vou needed to understand fihving. This 1= just the same. Mow by again "

Then one day Jonathan standing on the shore, closmg his eves, concenhating,
all in a flash knew what Chiang had been tellng birm. “Why, that's true! I am a parfect,
unbmted gull!™ He felt a great shock of jov.

“Food!” said Chiang and there was victory in his voice.

Jonathan opened has eves. He stood alone wath the Elder on a totally different
seashore - trees down to the water’s edgze, tonn yellow suns tomng overhead.

“Atlast vou've got the 1dea,” Chiang zad . “but vour control nesds a hittls work

™

Jonathan was stunned. “Where are weT™

Utterly nmmgpressed with the strange swroundings, the Elder brushed the
wquestion aside. “We're on some planet, obviously, with a zreen sky and a double star
fora sun ™

Jonathan made a scree of dehght, the first sound he had made since he had left
Earth “TT WORES!™

“Well, of course, it works, Jon ™ said Choang. “Tt always works, when you know
what vou're domg. Mow about your control. .

By the time they retwmed. 1t was dark. The other gulls locked at Jonathan with
awe m thewr golden eves, for they had seen him disappear from where he had been
rooted for so long.
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He stood therr congratulations for less than a mmute. “T'm the newcomer bere!
T'm just begmmng! It 1= [ who must learn from vou!™

“T wonder about that, Jon, ™ sa1d Sullivan standing near. “You have less fear of
learming than any gull I've seen in ten thousand vears. “The Flock fell salent, and
Jonathan fidgeted m embarrassosent.

“We can start working with time 1if vou wish " Cloang zaid. “all vou can fly the
past and the fuhwe. And then vou will be ready to begin the most difficult, the most
powerful, the most fim of all You wall be ready to begin to fiv up and know the
meamng of kindness and of lowe™

Amonth went by, or somethimg that felt abowt ke a month, and Jonathan learmned
at a tremendous rate. He always had learmed quickly from ordinary expenence, and
now, the special student of the Elder Himself, he took in new 1deas like a streambned
feathered computer

But then the day came that Cloang vanished. He had been alking quetly with
them all, exhorting them never to stop therr leamimg and thew practicing and their
stmving to understand more of the perfect mmasible prineiple of all hfe. Then, as he
spoke, his feathers went brighter and brighter and at last fwned so brlhant that no gull
could look upon him.

“Tonathan ™ he sad, and these were the last words that he spoke, “keep workang
on love ™

When they could see again, Chiang was gone.

As the days went past, Jonathan found bymself thinkme time and agam of the Earth
from which bhe had come. Ifhe had known there just a tenth, just 3 hndredth of what
he knewr here, bowe moch miore hife would have meant! He stood on the sand and fell
to wondenng if there was a gull back there who mght be struzghng to break ouf of lus
lrmts, fo see the meaning of fight bevond a way of travel to get a breadermab from a
rowboat. Perhaps there maght even have been one made Chuteast for speakimg hes truth
n the face of the Flock . And the more Jonathan practiced his kindness leszons, and the
more be worked to know the nature of love, the more he wanted to go back to Earth
For m spite of hi= lonely past, Jonathan Seagull was bom to be an mstructor, and hos
own way of demonstrating love was to give something of the truth that he had seen to
a gull who asked only a chance to see truth for himsalf

Sullivan, adept now at thought-speed flight and helpimg the others to learn, was
doubtful

“Ton, yvou wers Dutcast once. Why do you think that any of the gulls in vour old
tme would listen to vou now? You know the proverb, and it's frue: The gull sees
ground, squawkmg and fighting among themsehves. They're a thousand males from
heaven - and vou saw you want to show themn heaven from where they stand! Jon, they
can't see then own winghps! Stay here. Halp the new gulls here, the ones who are
lngh encugh to see what vou kave to tell thens ™ He was quet for 3 moment, and then
he sard “What of Cluang had gone back to s old worldsT Where would vou have
bean today ™
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The last point was the telling one, and Sullnan was nght The zull sees farthest
who flies highast

Jonathan staved and worked wath the new birds coming in. who were all very
braght and quick wath thewr lessons. But the old feelng came back, and he couldn’t
belp but tunk that there mmght be one or two gulls back on Earth who would be able
to leam, too. How much more would be have knowmn by now if Chiang had come to
bom on the day that be was Chatcast!

“Sully, I mmst go back * he said at last “Youwr students are doing well Thev can
help vou bnng the neweomers along.”

Sullivan sighed but he did not argue. “T think I'Tl mi== vou, Jonathan ™ was all
he =ad.

“Sully, for shame!™ Jonathan said m reproach. “and don't be foolhsh! What are
we tving to practice every day? If our fnendship depends on things like space and
time, then when we finally overcome space and tme, we've destroved our own
brotherbood! But overcome space, and all we have left 15 Here. Chvercome tose, and
all we hawve left 15 Now. And in the mmddle of Here and Mow, don’t vou thunk that we
mmght see each other onee or twce?”

Sullivan Seagull laughed m spite of himself. “You crazy bard. ™ he sad kindby:
“If amvbody can show someone on the ground bow to see a thousand mmles, 1t wall be
Jonathan Living=ton Seagull. ™ He looked at the sand. “Good-byve, Jon, my fnend ™

“(zood brve, Sully. We'll meet again ™ And with that, Jonathan held in thought
an mmage of the great gull flocks on the shore of another time, and he knew wath
praciiced ease that he was not bone and feather but a perfect 1dea of freedom and
fhight. hmited by nothimg at all.

Fletcher Lynd Seagull was sall qute young, but already he knew that no bad
had ever been so harshly treated by any Flock, or with so mmch mjushee.

“T don't care what they sav.” he thought fievcely, and his v1s10n bhored as he
flew out toward the Far Chiffs. “There's so nmch more to fiyving than just flapping
around from place to place! A . a... mosquto does that! One hittle barrel roll arcund
the Eldar Grull, just for fim, and I'm Cheteast! Are they blind? Can't they see? Can’t
they thimk of the zlory that 1]l be when we really leamn to fiy 7

“T don’t care what they think. I'll show ﬂn-zmwhatﬂvingL! I'll be pure Chatlaw:,
if that’s the way they want 1t. And I'll make them so somy...

The vorce came mside his owm bead, and though 1t was very gentle, 1t startled
bom so much that he faltered and stumbled m the air

“Don’t be harsh on them, Fletcher Seagull. In casting vou out, the other zulls
have only hurt themselves, and one day they wall know thes, and one day they wall zee
what vou ses. Forgive them and help them fo understand ™

An meh from s nght wimghp Sew the meost bnlhant white gull m all the
world, ghding effortlessly along, pot mowving a feather, af what was very nearly
Fletcher's top speed.

There was a moment of chaos m the young bird. “What's going on”? Am I mad?
Amn T dead? What 1= thi=7"
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Lo and calm, the volce went on within ks thought, demanding an answer.
“Fletcher Lynd Seagull do vou want to fly?™

“YES, I WANT TO FLY1™.

“Fletcher Iynd Seagull do you want to fiv so mmich that vou will forgme the
Flock, and leam, and go back to them one day and work to help them know?™
There was no lying to this magmificent skillful being, no matter how proud or how
boart a bard was Fletcher Seagnll

“1 do” he sand softhy.

“Then, Fletch ™ that bnght creature said to him and the voice was very kmd
“let’s begmn with Level Flight ™

14
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Part Three

Jonathan cwreled slowly over the Far Chiffs, watchine . This rough voung Fletcher
Crull was very pearly a perfect fight-student. He was strong and hght and quck in the
air, tat far and away more mportant, he had a blazng dove to leam to £y,

Here he came this mimmite, 3 bhared zray shape roanng out of a dive, flashing
one hundred fifty mles per hour past lus mstmictor. He pulled abruptly mnto another
try at a socteen point vertical slow roll, calhng the pomis out loud.

“.eight. mme . tem .
see-Jonathan-1'm-rurming-out-ofarspeed.. eleven. .
T-want-good-sharp-stops-hike vouwrs.... toelve...
but-blast-it-Tjust-can't-make .. - thurteen. .
thesalast-three-points. . without... fourtee ...azakk!™

Fletcher's whipstall at the top was all the worse for lns rage and fury at faling.
He fell backward, tumbled, slammed savagely mio an mverted spin, and recovered at
last, panfimg, a hindred feet below his mstructor's level.

“Fou re wastng your fime with me, Jonathan! I'm too dumb! I'm too stupad! 1
try amd try, bt I'll never pet 1t!™

Jonathan Seagull looked down at lum and nodded. ““You'll never get it for sure
as long as yvou make that pullup so hard. Fletcher, vou lost forty nules an howr m the
entry! You have to be smooth! Fom but smooth, remember™

He dropped down to the level of the yvounger gull "Let’s try 1t together now, 1n
formation. And pay aftention to that pulhop. It's a smooth, easy entry.”™

15
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Part Three

Jomathan coreled slowly over the Far Chiffs, watching, This rough voung Fletcher
ull was very nearly a perfect flight-student. He was strong and Eght and quick in the
air, but far and away more important, he had a blazng dove to leam to flv.

Here he came thas momate, a bhored gray shape roanng out of a dive, flashing
one hundred fifty miles per bour past s metructor. He pulled abniptly into another
try at a spcteen point vertical slow roll, calling the pomis out lowd.

“.mght. mme.. ten..

see-Jonathan-1 m-mmming-out-ofamrspesd.. eleven. .
I-want-good-sharp-stops-hke vours.... twelve. ..
but-blast-it-Tjust-can 't-make . - thirfeen
theselz=t-three-poonts. .. withowt.. fowrtee . aaakk!™

Fletcher's whipstall at the top was all the worse for lus rage and firy at fabng
He fell backward tumbled slammmed savagely mfo an mverted spin. and recovered at
last, paniing, a2 hndred feet below his metmctor’s level.

“Wou're washng vour time with me, Jonathan! I'm foo dumb! I'm too stupid! I
try and try, but I'll mever get 1t!™

Jomathan Seagull looked down at lim and nodded. “You'll never get it for sure
as long as you make that pullup so hard. Fletcher, vou lost forty mules an howr m the
entry! You have to be smooth! Fom but smooth, remsenaber™

He dropped down to the level of the younger pull "Let’s try 1t together now, in
formation. And pay attenfron to that pulhip. It's a smooth, easy entry.™
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By the end of three months Jonathan had six other students, Outeasts all, vet
curious about this strange new 1dea of flight for the jov of fling.

Sall 1t was easter for them to practice bigh performance than it was to understand
the reason belund it “Each of us 1= in truth an 1dea of the Great Gull, an unlimited 1dea
of freedomn. ™ Jonathan would say in the evenmgs on the beach, “and precision fhang
15 a step toward expressing our real nature. Everything that limits us we have to put
aside. That's who all this high-speed prachee, and low speed, and asrobates...”

..and hys students would be asleep, exhansted from the dav’s flving. Thew hked
th&Ma&.hecauseﬂm;ﬁstmdemhngandﬂﬂdahmg&rfurlummgthatm
with every lesson. Buf not one of them not even Fletcher Iynd Gull, had come to
believe that the flight of 1deas could poszibly be as real as the fhight of wind and
feather.

“Nour whole body, from wingtip to wingtip,” Jonathan would say, other tines,
“15 nothmg more than your thought 1self 1o a form vou can see. Break the chams of
vour thought, and vou break the chains of vour body, too...” But no matter how he sad
it, 1t sounded hke pleasant fichon, and they nesded more to sleep.

It was only a month later that Jonathan said the tinee had come to eton to the
Flock.

“We're notready!” said Heroy Calvin Gull “We're not weleome! We're Outoast!
We can't force ourselves fo go where we're not welcome, can weT”

“We're free to go where we wash and to be what we are,” Jonathan answered,
and he hfted from the sand and twmed east, toward the home grounds of the Flock.

There was bnef angwsh among his students, for 1t 15 the Law of the Flock that
an Chuteast never rehons, and the Law had ot been broken once in ten thousand
vears. The Law said stay; Jonathan said go; and by pow be was a oule across the
water, If they warted mmich longer, he would reach a hostile Flock alone.

“Well, we don't have to obey the law if we're not a part of the Flock, do we™
Fletcher said. rather self-conscicusly. “Besides, if there's a fight we'll be a lot more
help there than here ™

And so they flew m from the west that mommg, sght of them 1 a double-
diamond formation wingtips abmost overlapping. They came across the Flock s Counell
Beach at a hindred thurty-five mules per howr, Jonathan in the lead. Fletcher smoothby
at bis nght wing Henry Cabvin struggling gamely at los left. Then the whole formation
relled slowly to the night,

as one bird.... level. . fo... mverted. .. to... level, the wind whipping over them all.
The squawks and grockles of everyday hife in the Flock were cut off as though the
formation were a grant kmfe, and e1ght thousand gull-eyes watched, wathout a single
blnk. One by one, sach of the eight bivds pulled sharply upward mio a full loop and
flew all the way around to a dead-slow stand-up landmg on the sand. Then as though
thes sort of thimg happened every day, Jonathan Seagull began bis entique of the flight

“To begn with,” he said with a wry soule, “vou were all a bt late on the join-
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“Fou don’t understand My wing. I can’t move my wing.”™
“Maynard Gull, you have the freedon to be yvouwrself vour true self, here and
now, and pothng can stand in vour way. It 1s the Law of the Great Gull the Law that
| C

“Are you saving I can flvT

T sav vou are free.”

As simply and as quickly as that, Enk Maynard Gull spread his wings,
effortlesshy, and hifted mto the dark mght air The Flock was roused from sleep by hus
ery, as loud as he could seveam i, from five hundred faet up: “T can fiv! Listen! TCAN
FLY™

By summise there were nearly a thousand birds standng cutside the circle of
students, lockmg cunously at Maynard They didn't care whether they were seen or
not, amd they hstened. frying to understand Jonathan Seagull

He spoke of very sumple things - that 1t 15 nght for a gull to fiv, that freedomm 1=
the very nature of ks bemg, that whatever stands against that freedom must be sat
aside, be 1t ntual or supersthon or isutation in any form

“Set ande.” came 3 voice from the mmlbtede, “even if 1f be the Law of the
Flock™
“The only true law 15 that whach leads to freedom.™ Jonathan said. “There 15 mo
other.™

“How dovou expect us to fly as vou fiv?” came another volce. ““Tou are special
and grfted and drane, above other birds™

“Look at Flatcher! Lowell! Charles-Foland! Judy Lee! Are they also special
and mifted and dine? Mo more than vou are, no more than T am. The only difference.
the very only one. 15 that they have begun to understand what they really are and have
begun to practice 17

His students, save Fletcher, shifted ymeasily. They hadn't realized that thas was

The crowd grew larger every day, coming to question, to 1dohze, to scom.

“They are saying i the Flock that if vou are not the Son of the Great Gull
Himzelf ™ Fletcher told Jonathan one moming after Advanced Speed Practice, “then
vou are a thousand vears ahead of your tinee ™

Jomathan sighed. The prce of being musunderstoosd, he thought. They call vou
deval or they call vou god. “What do vou think, Fletch? Are we shead of our tme ™™

Along silence “Well, this kind of flving has always been hete to be leamed by
anyvbody who wanted to discover if; that's got nothing to dowith ttme. We're ahead of
the fashion, mavbe, Ahead of the way that most gulls fiy.™

“That's something. ™ Jonathan sa1d rolling to ghde imverted for 3 while, “That’s
not half as bad as being ahead of our fome.™

1%
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It happened just a week later. Fletcher was demonstrating the elements of igh-
speed flyving to a class of newr students. He had just pulled out of lus drre from seven
thousand feet, a long mray streak finng a few inches above the beach when a young
bird on 1t= first flight shided divectly into has path. callng for 1is mother With a tenth
of a second to avoid the voungster, Fletcher Tymd Seagull snapped hard to the left, at
something over two indred pales per bour, into a chif of sobd gramite
It was, for him, as though the rock were a mant hard door info another world A bust
of fear and shock and black a5 he hit, and then be was adnft in a strange strange sky,
forgetiing, remembenmg, forgethng; afmid and sad and sorry, temmbly sorTv.

The voice came to lom as if had in the first day that he had met Jonathan
Lrmngston Seagnll, “The trick Fletcher 1s that we are fryang to overcome our homiztions
i order, patiently, We don't tzckle flyins through rock untl a bitls later m the program ™

“Jonathan!™.

“Alzo known as the Son of the Great Gull “ his metmactor sasd drvly,

“What are you doing here? The chiff! Haven't I didn’t I, die?™

“Oh, Fletch, come on. Think. Ifvou are talking to me now, then obvionsly vou
didn’t die, did vou? What vou did manage to do was to change vour level of
consclowsness rather abrupthy. It's vour cholee nowr. You can stay bere and leam on
thus level - whech 15 quute a bit higher than the one you left, by the way - or you can go
back and keep workimg with the Flock. The Elders were boping for some kind of
disaster, but theyre startled that vou obliged them zo well "

“T want to go back to the Flock, of cowse. ['ve barely begun with the new
group!”

“Very well, Fletcher Femember what we were saving about one’s body bemg
nothing more than thought ttself 7

Fletcher shook ks head and stretehed his wings and opened his eves at the base
of the chiff, m the center of the whole Flock assembled. There was a great clamor of
squawks and screes from the crowd when first he moved.

“He Irves! He that was dead lves!™

“Touched b with a wingtip! Brought him to ife! The Son of the Great Gull!™

“Mo! He dentes 1t! He's a devil! DEVIL! Comse to break the Flock!™

There were four thousand gulls 1n the crowd, finghtened af what had happened,
and the cry DEVIL! went through them hike the wind of an ocean stomm. Eyes glazed,
beaks sharp, they closed 1 to destroy.

“Would vou feel better 1f we left, Fletcher™ asked Jonathan

“T certainty wouldn't object too mmch of we dud..”

Instanthy they stood together a half-mule away, and the flashing beaks of the
mob closed on empty air.

“Why 1= 1t,” Jonathan purzled. “that the hardest thimg in the world 15 to comaince
a bird that he 1= free, and that he can prove it for himeelf if ha’d just spend a hittle time
praciicing? Why should that be so hard ™

Fletcher shll blinked from the change of scene. “What did you just do? How
did we get here”
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“Nou did say vou wanted to be out of the mob, didn’t youT”

“Yes! But how did vou...”

“Like everything else, Fletcher. Practice. ™ By mormng the Flock had forgotten
1ts msamty, but Fletcher had not. “Jonathan, remember what vou said a long time ago,
about loving the Flock enough to retumn to 1f and help it learn ™

“Sume.”

“T don"t understand bow you manage to love a mob of birds that has just tned to
kall wo”

“Oh, Fletch, vou don't lowe that! You don't love hatred and evil, of cowrse. You
have to practice and see the real gull, the good in every one of them. and to belp them
see 1t i themselves. That’s what I mean by love. It's fun, when yvou get the knack of 1t

“T remember a fierce young bird for instance, Fletcher Lynd Seazull, hos nams.
Justbeen made Cruteast, ready to fight the Flock to the death petiing a start on bulding
hus owm batter bell out on the Far Chffs. And here he 1= today bunldime his own heaven
mstead. and leading the whaole Flock m that dwechon ™

Fletcher tumed to his instrector, and there was a moment of fught m his eve.
“We leadmsT What do vou mean, me leadmsT You're the instuctor here, Wou couldn't
leave!™

“Couldn’t I7 Diom't vou thimk that there nmpht be other flocks, other Fletchers,
that nead an instructor more than this one. that’s on 1ts way toward the hight?”

“We? Jon, I'm just a plam seagull and you're ..

. the only Son of the Great Gull, T suppose™ Jonathan sighed and looked out
to sea. “You don't peed me any longer Youneed fo keep findmg vourself, a httle meore
each day, that real, unlmited Fletcher Seagull. He's your instructor. You need to
understand him and to practice bim ™

A momsent later Jonathan s body wavered mn the aw, shimmerning, and began to
go transparent. “Don’t let them spread silly mimseors about me, or make me a pod.
OE. Fletch? I'm a seagull. T hike to fly, maybe...”

“TOMNATHAMN!™

“Poor Fletch Don't belisve what vour eves are telling vou. All they show 15
lhimuftation. Look with yvour mderstanding, find out what vou already know, and you’ll
see the way to fly.”

The shommenng stopped. Jonathan Seagull had vamshed into enpty air

After a e, Fletcher Gull dragged himself mto the sky and faced a brand-new
group of students. eager for their first leszon.

“To begin wath * he zad heavaly, “vou've got to understand that 2 seagull 1= an
unlimited 1dea of freedom, an mage of the Great Gull, and vour whole body, from
winghp to winghp, 15 nothing more than vour thought itself ”

The voung gulls looked at hom qumzzically. Hey, man, they thousht, ths doesn’t
sound hike a rule for a loop.

Fletcher sighed and started over. “Hm. Al .. very well ™ he smd, and eved them
enfically. “Let’s bepm with Level Flight ™ And saving that be under=tood all at once
that bis fiend had quute bonesthy been no more divine than Fletcher lnm=alf.
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Mo hrmts, Jonathan? he thought Well, then, the tioee’s not distant when I'm
going to appear out of thin air on vour beach, and show you a thing or two about
flying!

And though he tned to look property severe for his students, Fletcher Seagull
suddenky saw thens all as they really were, just for a momsent, and he meore than hked,
he loved what he zaw. Mo hovts, Jonathan? he thought, and he zowled. His race to
learn had begun.

1973

The MNew York Times, Fuly 3, 1974

Des Momes, lowa, July 2 - John H. Lvingston, the man who mspired the best-selling
novel “Jonathan L rvmgston Seazull. ™ died Sumday at the Pornpane Beach (Fla.) Anport
soon after completing his last plane nde.

Fachard Bach a former Towa Aw Guard mlot, has said lus best-selling book about a
free-wheslng seagull was inspmed by Mr. Livmgston.

Jobmory Livingston, as he was known, moved many vears ago from Jowa to Flonda,
He was one of the country's top pilots dunng the bamstorming days of the mmeteen-
From 1928 through 1933, Mr. Livingston won 79 first places, 43 seconds and 15
thords in 139 races throughout the country, many of them at Cleveland He won first
place and $13,910 m 1928 in a cross-country race from Mew York to Los Anpeles.
Mr Lnnangston leaves his wife, Wavelle, towo brothers and four sisters.
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