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The Strawberry Season

Early in the spring when the strawberries began to
ripen, everybody went from place to place helping the
farmers gather them. If it had been a good season for
the berries and if there were many berries to pick, there
would sometimes be as many as thirty-five or forty
people in one field. Some men brought their families
along, going from one farm to the next as fast as the
berries could be gathered. They slept in barns or any
place they could find. And, because the season was so
short, everybody had to work from sunrise to sunset.

We used to have the best times picking strawber-
ries. There were always a lot of girls there and it was
great fun teasing them. If one of them stooped over a
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little too far and showed the least bit of herself,
whoever saw her first shouted as loudly as he could,
The rest of us would take up the yell and pass it all over
the field. The other girls would giggle among them
selves and pull their skirts down. The girl who had
caused the shouting would blush and hurry away to the
packing shed with a tray of baskets. By the time she
returned some other girl had stooped over too far and
everybody was laughing at her.

There was a girl named Fanny Forbes who was
always showing some of herself by stoping over too
far. Everybody liked Fanny.

Another thing we had a lot of fun out of was what
we called "Strawberry- slapping." One of us would
slip up behind a girl while she was stopping over
filling her baskets and drop a big juicy ripe strawberry
down her dress. It usually stopped midway of her back
and there we slapped it good and hard. The mashed
strawberry made a mess. The red juice oozed through
the cloth and made a big round stain. If the berry was
against the skin it was even worse. Very few girls
minded that though. Everybody wore his old clothes
in the fields and it did not matter about the stain. The
worst part was being laughed at. Everybody stopped
picking berries to laugh. When that was over, every-
body went back to work and forgot it until somebody
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else got strawberry- slapped. We had a lot of fun
picking strawberry.

Fanny Forbes got more strawberry- slappings than
any other girl. All the boys men liked her and she
never became angry. Fanny was good- looking, too.

One day I went to a field wherr I knew the
strawberry crop was good. It was a small field of only
two or three acres and few people ever bothered to go
there. I decide to go before somebody else did.

When I reached the field, Fanny was finishing the
first two rows. She had thought of having the whole
field to herself, just as I had thought of doing. We did
not mind the other being there as long as no else
came.

"Hello, Fanny," I said. "What made you think of
coming over here to Mr. Gunby's place today?"

"The same thing that made you think of its, I
guess." she answered, blowing the sand of a handful of
berries and putting them into her mouth.

We started off side by side. Fanny was a fast
picker and it was all I could do to keep up with her.

About an hour before noon the sun came out hot
and the sky became ccludless. The berries were
ripening almost as fast as we could gather them. Fanny
filled a dozen boxes from her next row. She could pick
all day and never have a single piece of nine among her
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berries. She used only the thumb and the next two
fingers, making a kind of triangle that grasped the berry
close to the stem and lifted it off. She never mashed a
berry lilke some people were forever doing.

I had never before noticed it in any other field, but
today Fanny was barelegged. In the afternoon it was
much cooler without stockings, of course, and it was
the best way to keep from wearing them out in the
knees. She saw me looking at her bare legs and smiled
just a little. I wanted to tell her how nice- looking they
were but I did not dare to.

The midafternoon was even hotter than it had been
at twelve o'clock. The slight breeze we had felt in the
morning was gone and the sun hung over us like a
burning glass. Fanny's legs were burned brwon.

Before I knew what I was doing I stole up behind
Fanny and dropped a great big juicy berry down the
open neck of her dress. It frightened her at first.
Believing that I was several rows away she thought it
was a bug or insect of some kind that had fallen down
the opening of her dress. When she jumped up and saw
me standing behind her however she laughed and
reached down into the bosom of her waist for the berry.
I was certain I waw it under her dress. Before she could
reeach it with her hand I slapped it as hard as I could. I
thought surely she would laugh as she had always done
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when somebody strawberry- slapped her, but this time
she did not laugh. She sat down quickly, hugging
herself tightly. I then realized something was wrong.
She looked up at me and there were tears in her eyes.
I fell on my knees beside her. I had slapped her breasts.

"What's the matter, Fanny?" I begged. "Did I
hurt you? I didn't mean to. Honest, I didn't mean to."

"I know you didn't mean to," she said, the tears,
falling on her lap, "but it did hurt. You mustn't hit me
there."

"T'll never do it again, Fanny. I promise I won't."

"It's all right now," she smiled painfully. "It still
hurts a little though."

Her head fell on my shoulder. I put my arms
around her. She wiped the tears from her eyes.

"It's all right now," she repeated. "It will stop
hurting soon."

She lifted her head and smiled at me. Her large
round blue eyes were the shade of the sky when the sun
has begun to rise.

"T'll never strawberry- slap you again as long as I
live, Fanny," I pleaded, hoping she would forgive me.

Fanny unbuttoned the dress down to her waist.
The berry was mashed beneath her underclothes. The
scarlet stain looked like a morning- glory aginst the
white cloth.

colsBiomepenco



http://www.cherrythitsar.org

http://www.cherrythitsar.org

o coé:eofgé

"I'll have to unfasten this too, to get berry out,"
she said.

"Let me get it,' I urged. "You don't want the juice
all over your fingers."

She unfastened the undergarment. The berry lay
crushed between her breasts. They were milk-white
and the center of each was stained like a mashed
strawberry. Hardly knowing what I was doing I
hugged her tightly in my arms and kissed her lips for
a long time. The crushed strawberry fell to the ground
beside us.

When we got up, the sun was setting and the earth
was becoming cool. We found our boxes and baskets
of berries and walked across the fields to the barn.
When we got there, Mr. Gunby counted them and paid
us the money we had earned.

We went through the barnyard to the front of the
house and stood at the gate looking at each other for
several minutes. Neither of us said anything. Fanny
had once said she had never had a sweetheart. I wish
she had been mine.

Fanny turned and went down the road in one
direction and I went up the road in another. It was the end
of the strawberry season.
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Ole and Trufa

The forest was large and thickly overgrown with
all kinds of leaf- bearing trees. Usually, it is cold this
time of year and it even happens that it snows, but this
November was relatively warm. You might have
thought it was wummer except that the whole forest
was trrenwn with fallen leaves-some yellow as saf-
fron, some red as wine, some the color of gold and
some of mixed color. The leaves had been torn down
by the rain, by the wind some by day, some at night,
and they now formed a deep carpet over the forest
floor. Although their juices had run dry, the leaves still
exuded a pleasant aroma. The sun shone down on them
through the living branches, and worms and flies
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which had somehow survived the autumn storms
crawled over them. The space beneath the leaves
provided hiding places for crickets, field mice and
many other creatures who sought proection in the
earth.

On the tip of a tree which had lost all its other
leaves, two still remained hanging from one twig: Ole
and Trufa. For some reason unknown to them. Ole and
Trufa had survived all the rains, all the cold nights and
winds. Who knows the reason one leaf falls and
another remains? But Ole and Trufa believed the
answer lay in the great love they bore one another. Ole
was slightly bigger than Trufa and a few days older, but
Trufa was prettier and more delicate. One leaf can do
little for another when the wind blows, the rain pours,
or the hail begins to fall. Still, Ole encouraged Trufa
at every opportunity. During the worst storms, when
the thunder clapped, the lighting flashed and the wind
tore off not only leaves but even whole branches, Ole
pleaded with Trufa: "Hang on, Trufa! Hang on with all
your might!"

At times during cold and stormy nights, Trufa
would complain; "My time has come, Ole, but you
hang on!"

"What for?"Ole asked. "Without you, my life is
senseless. If you fall, I'll fall with you."
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"No, Ole, don't do it! So long as a leaf can stay up
it mustn't let go."

"It all depends if you stay with me," Ole replied.
"By day I look at you and admire your beauty. At night
I sense your fragrance. Be the only leaf on a tree? No,
never!"

"Ole, your words are so sweet but they're not
true," Trufa said. "Your know very well that I'm no
longer pretty. Look how wrinkled I am. How shriveled
I've become! Only one thing is still left me- my love
for you."

"Isn't that enough? Of all our power live is the
highest, the finest,’ Ole said. "So long as we love each
other we remain here, and no wind, rain or storm can
destroy us. I'll tell you something, Trufa- I never
loved you as much as I loved you now.'

"Why, Ole? Why? I'm all yellow'

"Who says green is pretty and yellow is not? All
colors are equally handsome."

And just as Ole spoke these words, that which
Trufa had feared all these months happened- a wind
came up and tore Ole loose from the twig. Trufa began
to tremble and flutter until it seemed that she, too,
would soon be torn away, but she held fast. She saw
Ole fall and sway in the air, and she called to him in
leafy language; "Ole! Come back! Ole! Ole!"
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But before she could even finish, Ole vanished
from sitht. He blended in with the other leaves on the
ground, and Trufa was left all alone on the tree.

So long as it was still day, Trufa managed some-
how to endure her grief. But when it grew dark and
cold and a piercing rain began to fall, she sank into
despair. Somehow she felt that the blame for all the
leafy misfortunes lay with the tree, the trunk with all
its mighty limbs. Leaves fell, but the trunk stood tal
thick and firmly rooted in the ground. No wind, rain
or hail could upset it. What did it matter to a tree,
which probably lived forever, what became of a leaf?
To Trufa, the trunk was a kind of god. It covered itself
with leaves for few months, than it shook them off. It
nourished them with its sap for as long as it pleases,
then it let them die of thirst. Trufa pleased with the tree
to give her back her Ole, to make it summer again, but
the tree didn't heed her prayers.

Trufa didn't think a night could be so long as this
oneso dark, so frosty. She spoke to Ole and hoped for
an answer, but Ole was silent and gave no sign of his
presence.

Trufa said to the tree; "Since you've taken Ole
from me, take me too."

But even this prayed the tree didn't acknowledge.
After a while, Trufa dozed off. This wasn't sleep
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but a strange languor. Trufa awoke and to her amaze-
ment found that she was no longer hanging on the tree.
The wind had bolwn her down while she was asleep.
This was different from the way she used to feel when
she awoke on the tree with the sunrise. All her fears
and anxieties had now vanished. The awakening also
brough with it and awareness she had never felt
before. She knew now that she wasn't just a leat that
depended on every whim of the wind, but that she was
part of the universe. Through some my sterious force,
Trufa understood the miracle of her molecules, atoms,
protons and electrons- the enormous energy she rep-
resented and the divine plan of which she was a part.

Next to her lay Ole, and they greeted each other
with a love they hadn't been aware of before. This
wasn't a love that depended on chance or caprice, but
a love as mighty and eternal as the universe itself. That
which they had feared all the days and nights between
April and November turned out to be not death but
redemption. A breeze came and lifted Ole and Trufa
in the air and they soared with the blisk known only by
those who have freed themselves and have joined with
eternity.

2
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The Watchman

There was still a faint splash of red on the western
horizon. The watchman stood on the tank bund and
took a final survey. All the people who had come for
evening walks had returned to their homes. Not a soul
anywhere- except that obstinate angler, at the north-
ern end, who sat with his feet in water, sadly gazing on
his rod. It was not use bothering about him; he would
sit there till midnight, hoping for a catch.

The Taluk office gong struck nine. The watch-
man was satisfied that no trespassing cattle had sneaked
in through the wire fencing. As he turned to go, he
saw, about a hundred yards away, a shadowy figure
moving down the narrow stone steps that led to the
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water's edge. He thought for a second that it might be
a ghost. He dismissed the idea, and went up to
investigate. If it was anyone come to bathe at this
hour....From the top step he observes that it was a
woman's form. She stooped over the last step and
placed something on it- possibly a letter. She then
stepped into knee-deep water, and stood there, her
hands pressed together in prayer. Unmistakable signs-
always to be followed by the police and gruesome
details, bringing the very worst possible reputation to
a tank.

He shouted, "Come out, there, come out of it."
The form looked up from the water. "Don't stand there
and gaze. You'll catch a cold, come up whoever you
are..." He reaced down the step and picked up the letter.
He hurriedly lit his lamp, and turned its wick up the
letter. He hurriedly lit his lamp, and turned its wick till
it burn brightly, and held it up, murmuring: "I don't
like this. Why is everyone coming to the same tank?
If you want to be dead, throw yourself under an
engine," he said.

The light fell upon the other's face. It was a young
girl's wet with tears. He felt a sudden pity. He said,
"Sit down, sit down and rest ...no,no...go up two
more steps and sit down. Don't sit so near the
water..." She obeyed. He sat down on the last step
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between her and the water, placed the lantern on the
step, took out a piece of tobacco, and put it in his
mouth. She buried her face in her hands, and began to
sob. He felt troubled and asked: "Why don't you rise
and go home, lady?"

She sputtered through her sob: "I have no home in
this world!"

"Don't tell me! Surely, you didn't grow up
without a home all these years!" saied the watchman.

"I lost my mother when I was five years old--" She
said.

"I thought so..." replied the watchman, and added,
"and your father married again and you grew up under
the care of your step-mother?"

"Yes, ye, how do you know?" she asked.

"I am sixty-five years old." he said and asked. "Did
your step-mother trouble you?"

"No, there you are wrong," the girl said. "She is
very kind to me. She has been looking after me ever
since my father died a few years ago. She has just a
little money on hand left by my father, and she spends
it on us."

The watchman looked at the stars, sighed for the
inner that he was missing. "It's very late, madam, go
home."

"I tell you I've no home--" she retorted angrily.
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"Your stepmother's house is all right from what
you say. She is good to you."

"But why should I be a burden to her? Who am I?"

"You are her husband's daughter," the watchman
said, and added, "That is enough claim."

"No no. I won't live on anybody's charity."

"Then you will have to wait till they find you a
husband--"

She glared at him in the dark. "That's what I do
not wnat to do. I want to study and become a doctor
and earn my livelihood. I don't want to marry. I often
catch my mother talking far into the night to her eldest
son, worrying about my future, about they cannot
afford to keep me in college very long now; it costs
about twenty rupees a month."

"Twenty rupees!" the watchman exclaimed. It
was his month's salary. "How can anybody spend so
much for books!"

"Till today," she said, "I was hoping that I would
get a scholarship. That would have saved me. But this
evening they announced: others have got it, not I. My
name is not there--" and she broke down again. The
watchman looked at her in surprise. He compre-
hended very little of all this situation. She added:
"And when they come to know of this, they will try to
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arrange my marriage. Someone is coming to have a
look at me tomorrow."

"Marry him and may God bless you with ten
children."

"No, no," She cried hysterically. "I don"t want to
marry. I want to study."

The silent night was stabbed by her sobbing and
some night bird rustled the water, and wavelets beat
upon the shore. Seeing her suffer, he found his own
sorrowas in life came to his mind; how in those far-off
times, in his little village home an epidemic of cholera
laid out his father and mother and brothers on the same
day, and he was the sole survivor; how he was turned
out of his ancestral home through the trickery of his
father's kinsmen, and he wandered as an orphan,
suffering indescribable hunger and privation.

"Everyone has his own miseries," he said. "If
people tried to kill themselves for each one of them, I
don't know how often they would have th drown." He
remembered further incidents and his voice shook
with sorrow. "You are young and you don't know
what sorrow is..." He remained silent and a sob broke
out of him as he said: "I prayed to all the gods in the
world for a son. My wife bore me eight children. Only
one daughter lives now, and done of the others saw the
eleventh year..." The girl looked at him bewilder-
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ment.

The Taluk office gong struck again. "It is late,
you had better get up and home," he said.

She replied: "I have no home."

He felt irritated. "You are making too much of
nothing. You should not be obstinate-"

"You don't know my trouble," she said.

He picked up his lantern and staff and got up. He
put her letter down where he found it.

"If you are going to be so obstinate. I"ll leave you
alone. No one can blame me." He paused for a
moment, looked at her, and went up the step; not a
word passed between them again.

The moment he came back to duty next morning,
he hurried down the stone steps. The letter lay where
he had dropped it on the previous night. He picked it
up and gazed on it, helplessly, wishing that it could tell
him about the fate of the girl after he had left her. He
tore it up and flu it on the water. As he watched the
bits float off on ripples, he blamed himself for leaving
her and going away on the previous night. "I am
responsible for at least one suicide in this tank," he
often remarked to himself. He could never look at the
blue expanse of water again with an easy mind. Even
many months later he could not be certain that the
remains of a body would not come up all of a sudden.
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"Who knows, it sometimes happens that the body gets
stuck deep down," he reflected.

Years later, one evening as he stood on the bund
and took a final survey before going home, he saw a
car draw up on the road below. A man, a woman, and
three children emerged from the car and climbed the
bund. When they approached, the watchman felt a
start at his heart; the figure and face of the woman
seemed familiar to him. Though the woman was
altered by years, and ornaments, and dress, he thought
that he had now recognized the face he had once seen
by the lantern light. He felt excited at this discovery.
He had numerous questions to ask. He brought to-
gether his palms and saluted her respectfully. He
expected she would stop and speak to him. But she
merely threw at him an indifferent glance and passed
on. He stood staring after her for a moment, baffled.
"Probably this is someone else," he muttered and
turned to go home. resolving to dismise the whole
episode from mind.
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The Graphophile

A timid knock sounded at the door.

"Yes, yes, come in!" the editor barked.

A bald man in a long, brown overcoat entered the
office. Round spectacles perched awkwardly on his
pink nose. In one hand he bashfully crumpled a green
hat out of shape,with the other he lovingly hugged a
thin folder with some papers inside it to his chest. He
stepped up to the editor's desk and coughed.

"How do you do," he said in a low voice. "May
I present myself- Afanasi Dmitriyevich." The man
paused and added: "Graphophile."

"What-at? The editor raised his eyebrows.
"Graphophile? Excuse me, what an old surname."
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"No, no, my surname is Dmitriyevich.
Graphophile is a nick- name. That's what they call me.
In editorial offices, that is. A sort of pet name...You
see, I really like to wrie...That's why.. Anyhow,
I'm used to it now...I don't mind."

The editor gave a deep sigh and looked mourn-
fully out the window. A tram could be heard clanging.
Snow was falling. Soon it would be time for the lunch
break....

"I know, I understand," the Graphophile said.
"I'll go now. I just have one heartfelt request..." He
began rummaging in the folder and extracting sheets
of paper.

The editor's mouth felt dry.

"Don't be afraid," Dmitriyevich said kindly and
gave the editor an encouraging nod. "I won't keep you
.... Only please just glance at the first page. If your' re
not interested, I'll leave right away. It's nothing new
for me..."

The editor heaved another sigh, took the sheet of
paper and began to read. Neatly typed, the page was
headed:
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The Graphophile
(A Story)

A timid knock sounded at the door.

"Yes, yes, come in!" the editor barked.

A bald man in a long, brown overcoat entered the
office. Round spectacles perched awkwardly on his
pink nose. In one hand he bashfully crumpled a green
hat out of shape,with the other he lovingly hugged a
thin folder with some papers inside it to his chest. He
stepped up to the editor's desk and coughed.

"How do you do," he said in a low voice. "May
I present myself- Afanasi Dmitriyevich." The man
paused and added: "Graphophile."

"What-at? The editor raised his eyebrows.

The editor raised his eyebrows. He stared per-
plexedly for some moments at the bald man. The latter
nodded good- naturedly: "Read on, read on...."

""Graphophile? Excuse me, what an old sur-
name."

"No, no, my surname is Dmitriyevich.
Graphophile is a nick- name. That's what they call me.
In editorial offices, that is. A sort of pet name...You
see, I really like to wrie...That's why.. Anyhow, I'm
used to it now...I don't mind."

The editor gave a deep sigh and looked mourn-
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fully out the window. A tram could be heard clanging.
Snow was falling. Soon it would be time for the lunch
break....

The editor put aside the page. He scratched his chin,
drummed on the desk top. He picked up the telephone,
held it, put it back. Then he picked up the page and began
to read further.

"I know, I understand," the Graphophile said.
"I'll go now. I just have one heartfelt request..." He
began rummaging in the folder and extracting sheets
of paper.

The editor's mouth felt dry.

"Don't be afraid,"’ Dmitriyevich said kindly and
gave the editor an encouraging nod. "I won't keep you
.... Only please just glance at the first page. If your' re
not interested, I'll leave right away. It's nothing new
for me..."

The editor heaved another sigh,.....

The editor sighed.

"You know what," he said, "leave me your manu-
script....There's something about it. It's possible we'll
use it...."

The bald man gave him the rest of the story, said
his farewells and disappeared.

The editor thoughtfully lit a cigarette, got up and
paced the room, then quickly crossed to the desk to
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read the end of the story.

"You know what," he said, "Leave me your manu-
script....There's something about it. It's possible
we'll use it..."
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The Sisters

Marta was the eldest of my father's children, and
she was sixteen years old when our mother died and
our father lost the last of his water-cases to old Jan
Redlinghuis of Bitterwater. It was the water-cases that
killed my mother . Many, many times she had cried to
my father to given in to old Ja Redlinghuis whose water-
rights had been fixed by law long before my father
built his water furrow from the Ghamka river. But my
father could not rest. If he could but get a fair share of
the river water for his furrow, he would say, his farm
of Zeekoegatt would be as rich as the farm of Bitterwater
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and we should then have a town house in Platops dorp
and my mother should wear a black cashmere dress all
the days of her life. My father could not see that my
mother did not care about the black cashmere dress or
the town house in Platkops drop. My mother was a
very gentle woman with a disease of the heart, and all
she cared about was to have peace in the house and her
children happy around her. And for so long as my
father was at law about his water-rightes threr could be
no peace on all the farm of Zeekoegatt. With each new
water-case came more bitterness and sorrow to us all.
Even between my parents at last came bitterness and
sorrow. And in bitterness and sorrow my mother died.

In his last water-case my father lost more money
than ever before, and to save the farm he bonded some
of the lands to old Jan Redlinghuis himself. My fater
was surely mad when he did this, but he did it. And
from that day Redlinghuis pressed him, pressed him,
till my father did not know which way to turn. And
then, when my father's back was up against the wall
and he thoutht he must sell the last of his lands to pay
his bond, Jan Redlinghuis came to him and said:

'l will take your daughter, Marta Maghalena,
instead.'

Three days Jan Redlinghuis gave my father, and
in three days, if Marta did not promise to marry him,
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the lands of Zeekoegatt must be sold. Marta told me
this last that same night. She said to me:

'Sukey, my father has asked me to marry old Jan
Redlinghuis. I am going to do it.'

And she said again: 'Sukey, my darling, listen
now! If I marry old Jan Redlinghuis he will let the
water into my father's furrow, and the lands of
Zeekoegatt will be saved. I am going to do it, and God
will help me.'

I cried her. Marta! Old Jan Redlinghuis is a sinful
man, going at times a little made in his head. God must
help you before you marry him. Afterwards it will be
too late.'

And Marta said: 'Sukey, if I do right, right will
come of it, and it is right for me to save the lands for
my father. Think now, Sukey, my darling! There is
not one of us that is without sin in the world and old Jan
Redlinghuis is not always mad. Who am I to judge Jan
Redlinghuis? And can I Then let my father be driven
like a poor white to Platkopsdorp? And she drew me
down on to the pillow beside her, and took me into her
arms, and I cried there until far into the night.

The next day I went alone across the river to old
Jan Redlinghuis's farm. No one knew that I went, or
what it was in my heart to do. When I came to the
house Jan Redlinghuis was out on the stoep smoking
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his pipe.

I said to him: 'Jan Redlinghuis, I have come to
offermyself.'

Jan Redlinghuis took his pipe out of his mouth
and looked at me. I said again: 'l have come to ask you
to marry me instead of my sister Marta.'

Old Jan Redlinghuis said to me: 'And why have
you come to do this thing, Suke de Jager?'

I told him: 'Because it is said that you are a sinful
man. Jan Redlinghuis, , going at times a little mad in
your head, and my sister Marta is too good for you.'

For a little while old Jan Redlinghui looked at me,
sitting there with his pipe in his hand, thinking the
Lord knows what. And presently he said:

'All the same, Sukey de Jager, It is your sister
Marta that I will marry and no one else. If not, I will
take the land of Zeekoegatt as is my right, and I will
make your father bankrupt. Do now as you like about
it.'

And he put his pipe in his mouth, and not one other
word would he say.

I went back to my father's house with my heart
heavy like lead. And all that night I cried to God: Do
now what you will with me, But save our Marta.' Yes,
I tried to make a bargain withe the Lored so that Marta
might be saved. And I said also 'If he does not save our
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Marta I will know that there is no God.'

In three weeks. Marta married old Jan Redlinghuis
and went to live with him across the river. OnMarta's
wedding day I put my father's Bible before him and
said:

'Pa pray if you like, but I shall not pray with you.
There is no God or surely He would have saved our
Marta. But if there is a God as surely will He burn our
souls in Hell for selling Marta to old Jan Redlinghuis.'

From that time I could do what I would with my
father, and my heart was bitter to all the world but my
sister Marta. When my father said to me:

'Is it not wonderful, Sukey, what we have done
withe the water that old Jan Redlinghuis lets pass to
my furrow?'

I answered, 'What is now wonderful? It is blood
that we lead on our lands to water them. Did not my
mother die for it? And was it not for this that we sold
my sister Marta to old Jan Redlinghuis?'

Yes, I said that. It was as if my heart must break
to see my father water his lands while old Jan
Redlinghuis held my sister Marta up to shame before
in Platkops.

I went across the river to my sister Marta as often
as I could, but not once after he married her, did old
Jan Redlinghuis let Marta come back to my father's house.
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'Look now, Sukey de Jager,' he would say to me
'your father has sold m his daughter for his lands. Let
him now look to his lands and leave me his daythter.'
And that was all he would say about it.

Marta had said that old Jan Redlinghuis was not
always mad, but from the day that he married her his
madness was to cry to all the world to look at the wife
that Burgert de Jager had sold to him.

'Look,' he would say, 'how she sits in her new
tentcart-- the wife that Burgert de Jager sold to me.'

And he would point to Zeekoegatt lands and say:
'See now, how green they are, the lands that Burgert
de Jager sold me his daughter to save.'

Yes, even before strangers would say these things,
stopping his cart in the road to say them, with Marta
sitting by his side.

My father said to me: 'Is it not wonderful, Sukey,
to see how Marta rides through the country in her new
tent- cart?

I said to him; "What is now wonderful? It is to her
gave that she rides in the new tent-cart, and presently
you will wee it.'

And I said to him also: 'It took you many years to
kill my mother, but believe me it will not take as many
months for old Jan Redlinghuis to kill my sister
Marta.' Yes, God forgive me, but I said that to my

colsBiomepenco



http://www.cherrythitsar.org

http://www.cherrythitsar.org

2 (] (] X
§051002:050 sacgo?zcﬁ 0@

father. All my pity was for my sister Marta, and I had
none to give my father.

And all this time Marta spoke no word against old
Jan Redlinghuis. She had no illness that one might
name, but every day she grew a little weaker, and
every day Jan Redlinghuis inspanned the new tent-cart
and drove her round the country. This madness came
at last so strong upon him that he must drive from sun-
up to sun-down crying to all whom he met:

'Look now at the wife that Burgert de Jager sold
to me!'

So it was, day after day, day after day, till at last
there came a day when Marta was too weak to climb
into the cart and they carried her from where she fell
into house. Jan Redlinghuis sent for me across
the river.

When I came to the house old Jan Redlinghuis
was standing on the stoep with his gun. He said to me:
'See here, Sukey de Jager!Which of us now had the
greatest sin- your father who sold me his daughter
Marta, or I who bought her? Marta who let herself be
sold, or you who offered yourself to save your sister?’

And he took up his gun and left the stoep and
would not wait for an answer.

Marta lay where they hadput her on. Jan
Redlinghuis's great wooden bed, and only twice did
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she speak...Once he said:

'He was not always mad, Sukey, my darling, and
who am I that I should fudge him?'

And again she said: 'See how it my darling! In a
little while I shall be with our mother. So it is that God
has helped him.'

At sun-down Marta died, and when they ran to tell
Jan Redlinghuis they could not find him. All that night
they looked for him, and next day also. We buried
Marta in my mother's grave in Zeekogatt....and till
they could not find Jan Redlinghuis. Six days they
looked for him, and last they found his body in the
mountains. God knows what madness had driven old
Jan Redlinghuis to the mountains when his wife dying,
but there it was they found him, and at Bitterwater he
was buried.

That night my father came to me and said: 'It is
true what you said to me, Sukey. It is blood that I have
powered on my lands to water them, and this night will
I close the furrow that I built from the Ghamka river.
God forgive me, I will do it.

It was in my heart to say to him: 'The blood is
already so deep is the lands that nothing we can do will
now, she out.' But I did not say this. I do not know how
it was, but there came before me the still, sad face of
my sister, Marta, and it was as if she herself answered
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for me.
'Do now as it seems right to you. I said to my
father. "Who am I that I should judge you?

2
%>
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The Happy Prince

High above the city, on a tall column stood the
statue of the Happy Prince. He was gilded all over
withthin leaves of fine gold, for eyes he had two bright
sapphires, and a large red ruby glowed on his sword
hilt. He was very much admired indeed.

One night there flew over the city a littles Swallow.
His friends had gone away to Egypt six weeks before,
but he had stayed behind, for he was in love with the
most beautiful Reed. He had met her early in the
spring as he was flying down the river after a big
yellow moth, and had been attracted by her slender
waist. "It is a ridiculous attachment," twittered the
other Swallows. And, when the autumn came, they all
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flew away.

After they had gone hte Swallow felt lonely, and
began to tire of his lady-love. "She has no conversa-
tion," he said, "and I am afraid that she is a coquette,
for she is always flirting with the wind."

So he flew away. All day long he flew, and at
night-time he arrived at the city. "Where shall I put
up?" he said; "I hope the town has made preparations.”

Then he saw the statue on the tall column. "I will
put up there," he cried: "it is a fine position." So he
alighted between the feet of the Happy Prince.

"I have a golden bedroom," he said softly to
himself as he looked round, and he perpared to go to
sleep.

Just as he was putting his head under his wing a
large drop of water fell on him. "What a curious
thing!" he cried. "There is not a single cloud in the sky
and yet is raining. The climate in the north of Europe
is really dreadful."

Then another drop fell.

"What is the use of a statue if it cannot keep the
rain off?" he said. And he determined to fly away. But
before he had opened his wings, a third drop fell, and
he looked up, and saw-- Ah! what did he see?

The eyes of the Happy Prince were filled with
tears, and tears, were tunning down his golden cheeks.
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His face was so beautiful in the moonlight that the little
Swallow was filled with pity.

"Who are you?" he said.

"I am the Happy Prince."

"Why are you weeping then?" asked the Swal
low. "You have quite dtenched me."

"When I was alive and had a human heart,"
answered the statue, "I did not know what tears were,
for I lived in the palace of Sans-Soucl, where sorrow
is not allowed to enter. In the daytime I played with my
companions in the garden, and in the evening I led the
dance in the Great Hall. My courtiers called me the
Happy Prince. But now that I am dead they have set
me up here so high that I can see all the ugliness and
all the misery of my city, and though my heart, is made
of lead yet I cannot choose but to weep."

"What! is he not solid gold?" said the Swallow to
himself. He was too polite to make any personal
remarks out loud.

"Far away," continued the statue in a low musical
voice, "far away in a little street there is a poor house.
Through one off the windows I can see a woman seated
at a table. Her face is thin and worn, and she has coarse,
red hands, all pricked by the needle, for she is a
seamstress. She is embroidering passion-flowers on a
satin grown for the loveliest of the Queen's maids of
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honour to wear at the next Court ball. In a bed in the
corner of the room her little boy is lying ill, and he is
crying. Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow, will you
not bring her the ruby out of my sword hilt?"

"I am waited for in Egypt," said the Swallow.
"My friends are flying up and down the Nile, and
talking to the lotus flowers."

"Swallow, Swallo, little Swallow," said the Prince,
"Will you not stay with me for one night, and be my
messenger?"

He looked so sad that the little Swallow was sorry "It
is very cold here," he said; " but I will stay for one
night, and be your messenger."

"Thank you," said the Prince.

So the Swallow picked out the great ruby from the
Prince's sword, and flew away with it in his beak over
the roofs of the town. At last he came to the poor house
and looked in. The boy was tossing feverishly on his bed;
the mother had fallen asleep. In he hopped, and
laid the great ruby on the table beside the woman's
thinble. Then he flew gently round the bed, fanning the
boy's forehead with his wings. "How cool feel!"
said the boy, and he sank into a delicious slumber.

When day broke the Swallow flew down to the
river and had a bath. "Tonight I go to Egypt," he said,
and was in high spirits at the prospect. He visited all
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the public monuments, and sat a long time on top of
the church steeple. When the moon rose he flew back
to the Happy Prince. "Have you any commissions for
Egypt?" he cried; "I am just starting."

"Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow," said the
Prince, "will you not stay with me one night longer?"

"I am waited for in Egypt," answered the Swal-
low. "Tomorrow my friends will fly up to the Second
Cataract."

"Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow," said the
Prince, "far away across the city I see a young man in
a garret. His hair is brown crisp, and he has large and
dreamy eyes. He is leaning over a desk covered with
papers trying to finish a play, but he is too cold to write
any more."

"I will wait with you one night longer," said the
Swallow, who really had a good heart. "Shall I take
him another ruby?"

"Alas! I have no ruby now," said the Prince. "My
eyes are all that I have left. They are made of rare
sapphires brought out of India a thousand years ago.
Pluck out one of them and take it to him."

"Dear Prince," said the Swallow, "I cannot do
that," and he began to weep.

"Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow, said the Prince, "do
as I command you."
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So the Swallow plucked out the Prince's eye, and
flew away to the student's garret. The young man had
his head buried in his bands, so he did not hear the
flutter of the Swallow's wings as the bird flew in, and
when he looked up he found the beautiful sapphire.

"I am beginning to be appreciated," he cried; "this
is from some great admirer. Now I can finish my
play!"

The next day the Swallow flew down to the
harbour. He sat on the mast of a large vessel and
watched the sailors hauling big chests out of the hold.
"I am going to Egypt!" cried the Swallow, but nobody
minded, and when the moon rose he flew back to the
Happy Prince.

"I am come to bid you good-bye," he cried.

"Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow," said the
Prince, "will you not stay with me one night longer?"

"It is winter," answered the Swallow. "In Egypt
the sun is warm on the green palm trees, and my
compaions are building a nest in the Temple of Baalbec.
Dear Prince, I must leave you."

"In the square below," said the Happy Prince,
"there stands a little match girl. She has let her
matches fall in the gutter, and they are all spoilt. Her
father will beat if she does not bring home some
money, and she is crying. Pluck out my other eye, and
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give it to her, and her father will not beat her."

"I will stay with you one night longer," said the
Swallow, "but I cannot pluck out your eye. You would
be quite blind then."

"Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow," said the
Prince, "do as I command you."

So he plucked out the Prince's other eye, and
darted down with it. He swooped past the match girl,
and slipped the jewe into the palm of her hand.

"What a lovely bit of glass", cried the little girl;
and she ran home, laughing.

Then the Swallow came back to the Prince. "You
are blind now," he said, "so I will stay with you
always."

"No, little Swallow," said the poor Prince, "you
must go away to Egypt."

"I will stay with you always,'
and he slept at the Prince's feet.

All the next day he sat on the Prince's shoulder,
and told him stories of what he had seen in strange
lands. He told him of the red ibises, who stand on the
banks of the Nile and catch goldfish in their beaks; of
the Sphinx, who is as old as the world itself, and lives
in the desert; and of the great green snake that sleeps
in a palm tree, and has 20 priests to feed it with honey
cakes.

said the Swallow,
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"Dear little Swallow," said the Prince, "you tell
me of marvellous things, but more marvellous than
anything is the suffering of men and of women. Fly
over my city and tell me what you see there."

So the Swallow flew over the great city, and saw
the rich making merry in their beautiful house, while
the beggars were sitting at the gates. He flew into dark
lanes, and saw the white faces of starving children
looking out listlessly at the black streets. Then he
fleback and told the Prince what he had seen.

"I am covered with fine gold," said the Prince,
"you must take it off, leaf by leaf, and give it to my
poor."

Leaf after leaf of the fine gold the Swallow picked
off, till the Happy Prince looked quite dull and grey.
Leaf after leaf of the fine gold he brought to the
poor, and the children's faces grew rosier, and they
laughed and played in the street.

Then the snow came and the frost. The poor little
Swallow grew colder and colder, but he would not
leave the Prince, he loved him too woll. He tried to
keep himself warm by flapping his wings, but at last he
knew that he was going to die. He had just enough
strength to fly up to the Prince's shoulder once more
"Good-bye, dear Prince!" he murmured.

"I am glad you are going to Egypt at last, little
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Swallow," said the Prince, "you have stayed too long
here; but you must kiss me on the lips, for I love you."

It is not to Egypt that I am going," said the
Swallow. "I am going to the House of Death. Death
is the brother of Sleep, is he not?" And he kissed the
Happy Prince and fell down dead at his feet.

At that moment a curious crack sounded inside
the statue, as if something had broken. The fact is that
the leaden heart had snapped right in two. It certainly
was a dreadfully hard frost.

Early the next morning the Mayor was walking in
the square below in company with the Town Council-
lors. As they passed the column he looked up at the
statue: "Dear me! how shabby the Happy Prince
looks!"

"How shabby, indeed!" cried the Town Council-
lors.

"And here is actually a dead bird at his feet!"
continued the Mayor. "We must really issue a procla-
mation that birds are not to be allowed to die here."

So they pulled down the statue of the Happy
Prince. Then melted the statue in a furnace.

"What a strange thing!" said the overseer of the
workmen at foundry. "This broken lead heart will not
melt. We must throw it away". So they threw it on a
dust-heap where the dead Swallow was also lying.
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"Bring me the two most precious things in the
city." said God to one of His Angels; and the Angel
brought Him the leaden heart and the dead bird.

"You have rightly chosen," said God, "for in my
garden of Paradise this little bird shall sing for ever-
more, and in my city of gold the Happy Prince shall
praese me."
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Jennings Michael Burch

Even before I finished dialing, I somehow knew
I'd made a mistake. The phone ragn once, twice--then
someone picked it up.

"You got the wrong number!" a husky male voice
snapped before the line went dead. Mystified, I dialed
again.

"I said you got the wrong number!" came the
voice. Once more the phone clicked in my ear.

How could he posibly know I had a wrong number?
At that time, I worked for the New York City Police
Department. A cop is trained to be curious-- and
concerned. So I dialed a third time.

"Hey, c'mon," the man said. "Is this you again?"
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"Yeah, it's me," I answered. "I was wondering
how you knew I had the wrong number before I even
said anything."

"You figure it out!" The phone slammed down.

I sat there awhile, the receiver hanging loosely in
my fingers. I called the man back.

"Did you figure it out yet?" he asked.

"The only thing I can think of is ... nobody ever
calls you."

"You gotit!" The phone went dead for the forth time.
Chukling, I dialed the man back.

"What do you want now?" he asked.

"I thought I'd call ... just to say hello."

"Hello? Why?"

"Well, if nobody ever calls you, I thought maybe
I should."

"Okay. Hello. Who is this?"

At last I had gotten throught. Now he was curious
I told him who I was and asked who he was.

"My name's Adolf Meth. I'm 88 year old, and I
haven't had this many wrong numbers in one day in 20
years!" We both laughed.

We talked for ten minutes. Adolf had no family,
no friends. Everyone he had been close to had died.
Then we discovered we had something in common:
he'd worked for the New York City Police Depart-
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ment for nearly 40 year. Telling me about his days
there as an elevator operator, he seemed intersting,
even friendly. I asked if I could call him again.

"Why would you want to do that?" he asked,
surprised.

"Well, maybe we could be phone friends. You
know, like pen pals."

He hesitated. "I wouldn't mind...having a friend
again." His voice sounded a little tentative.

I called Adolf the following afternoon and several
days after that. Easy to talk with, he related his
memories of World Wars I an II, the Hindenburg
zeppelin disaster and other historic events. He was
fascinating. I gave him my home and office numbers
so he could call me. He did--almost every day.

I was not just being kind to a lonely old man.
Talking with Adolf became important to me, because
I, too, had a big gap in my life. Raised in orphanages
and foster homes, I never had a father. Gradually,
Adolf took on a kind of fatherly importance to me. I
talked about my job and college courses, which I
attended at night.

Adolf warmed to the role of counselor. While
discussing a disagreement I'd had with a supervisor, I
told my new friend, "I think I ought to have it out with
him."
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"What's the rush?" Adolf cautioned. "Let things
cool down. When you get as old as I am, you find out
that time takes care of a lot. If things get worse,
then you can talk to him."

There was a long silence. "You know," he said
softly, "I'm talking to you just the way I'd talk to a boy
of my own. I always wanted a family -- and children.
You're too young to know how that feels."

No I wasn't. I'd always wanted a family--and a
father. But I didn't say anything, afraid I wouldnt't be
able to hold back the hurt I'd felt for so long.

One eventing Adolf mentional his 89th birthday
was coming up. Buying a piece of fiberboard, I
designed a two-by-five-foot greeting card with a cake
and 89 candles on it. I asked all the cops in my office
and even the polices commissioner to sign it. I gathered
nearky a hundred signatures. Adolf would get a kick
out of this, I knew.

We'd been talking on the phone for four months
now, and I thought this would be a good time to meet
face to face. So I decided to deliver the card by hand.

I didn't tell Adolf I was coming; I just drove to his
adress one morning and parked the car up the street
from his apartment house.

A postman was sorting mail in the hallway when
I entered the building. He nodded as I checked the
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mailboxes for Adolf's name. There it was. Apartment
1 H, some20 feet from where I stood.

My heart pounded with excitement. Would we
have the same chemistry in person that we had on the
phone? I felt the first stab of doubt. Maybe he would
reject me the way my father had rejected me when he
went out of my life. I tapped on Adolf's door. When
there was no answer, I knocked harder.

The postman looked up from his sorting, "No one
there," he said.

"You arelative or something?"

"No. Just a friend."

"I'm really sorry," he said quitely, "but Mr. Meth
died day before yesterday."

Died? Adolf? For a moment, I couldn't answer.
I stood there in shock and disbelief. Then, pulling
myself together, I thanked him and stepped out into the
late morning sun. I walked toward the car, misty-eyed.

Then, a line leaped to mind: "A friend loveth at all
times." And especially in death, I realized. This
brought a moment of recognition. Often it takes some
sudden and sad turn of events to awaken us to the
beauty of a special presence in our lives. Now, for the
first time, I sensed how very close Adolf and I had
become. It had been easy, and I knew this would make
it even easier the next time, with my next close friend.
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Slowly, I felt a warmth surging through me. I
heard Adolf's growly voice shouting, "Wrong
number!" Then I heard him asking why I wanted to
call him again.

"Because you mattered, Adolf," I said aloud to no
one. "Because I was yor friend."

I placed the unopened birthday card on the back
seat of my car and got behind the wheel. Before
starting the engine, I looked over my shoulder. "Adolf,"
I whispered,. "I didn's get the wrong number at all. I
gotyou."

2
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The Lion

A lion came into my house at night and lay down
beside me. At first I did not know that it was a lion. I
heard something tapping and groping its way through
my house, whose doors were open; I saw something
wide and dark coming into my room, it snuffled at me,
and lay down beside me. In the half-light I recognized,
later, a lion. He was breathing deeply and regularly
and he soon fell asleep it seemed. From his mane came
a smell of mould and leaves, wet fresh earth and a wild
animal-smell which quite dazed me. I could tell that
the lion was wet, the moisture dripping from his skin.
He spread coolness all around him. To reach me, he
must have swum across the big river near by.
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It was autumn, cool winds were crossing the plain
and they came fresh into my house that was still warm
from the summer. They caome from the high plateaux,
or from the sea, and you could hear them, loud, in the
night. That night I slept well. The lion, too, seemed
to sleep quitely and well; to wards morning, a warmth
came from his body. In the twilight of morning I
woke; the lion had got up and was standing in from of
my house, where , when hours later I left my room, he
was still standing, looking at the river. I beckoned to
him and fed him with meat that I had in the house. I
hoped that the lion would speak a few words to me
now, but he was obstinately silent; true, he looked at
me, from time to time, with his dark eyes, but it seemed
he had nothing to tell me. Eventually, I gave up
expecting him to speak to me. Often I talked to him in
my language and I thought he showed sings of having
understood me.

During the following nights, the lion slept beside
me again. He spent the days near the house. Against
the sum saw him standing, black, on a hill and gazing
in the direction of the sea; I saw him standing by the
river and looking into the flowing water with his head
bowed down. Sometimes he would trot through my
house or lie in the sun against its walls, or across the
threshold; he moved slowly and quietly. I went about
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my work as usual and met him frequently during the
day.

Once, when I was about to leave the house
for quite some time, I said to the lion: You must decide
whether, during my absence, which may last for sev-
eral days, you wish to stay inside the house or outside
it, for I want to lock the door. Instead of answering, the
lion lay down on the threshold, and I knew that I did
not need to lock my house. I went away and knew it
for cartain. When I came back, during the late Septem-
ber rainfalls, the lion was laying open-eyed just inside
the door. When he saw me, he came out of the house.
In the house everything was as I had left it. I thanked
the lion and put out for him some meat which I had
brought with me.

The lion often sat beside me when I stood fishing
by the river. He sniffed at the fish I caught and looked
at me attentively. He accompained me through the
forest, when I went to cut wood (there were no lions
anywhere here), and every night he slept beside me.
Then the lion left me. The first snow was in the air.
One morning, in the twilight, he touched me as he got
up, to wake me, and he looked at me, I took this as a
sign that he was leaving, accompanied him to the door
of my house, saw him walk in the rain to the river, saw
him swim across the river and grow smaller and vanish
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in the curtain of rain on the plain beyond the river. This
was the only thing which happened that year in my
house by the river. I cannot remember any other
events, except for those connected with my work,
unimportant ones, Winter came and went. The cold
hung green and rustling over the river, which was free
of ice because of its strong current. The sky stood
glassily clear and hung full of snow. I visited a few
people near by and farther off; other people visited me
in my house. During this time I did not see the lion.

In the spring I repaired the roof of my house,
replaced half the roofbeams with new ones, put new
floor- boards and flagstones down, and went about my
work as usual. The log rafts drifted down the big river
to the sea. I still hoped that the lion would come again
to visit my house, but I did not expect that he would.
At the beginning of the summer I was heavily cloaked
man riding a donkey on the far side of the river,
coming over the plain. On a long string an enormous
red owl floated out in front of him, flying in circles
high up in the wind. The rider was riding down the
river. We shouted greetings and questions and an-
swers across the river, but did not understand each
other because of the considerable distance. It occurred
to me that the rider might be somehow connected with
the lion. When he had gone, I quickly forgot him. For
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several weeks, nothing happened: I went on doing my
work. One evening in the summer there was a donkey
standing on the other side of the river, holding a black
fish in his mouth. Doubtless he could have caught the
fish between his teeth while drinding. When the
donkey saw me, he turned about with a few quick leaps
and ran off across the plain. He took the fish with him
in his mouth. Darkness was coming on, and I lost sight
of the donkey.

Again for a long time nothing happened. The
summer shone across the plain. I did my work, as
usuala, and had my pleasure in the warmth and the
light. The windows and doors of my house stood wide
open all night, so that a breeze could keep blowing
through and drive away the heat which collected in the
rooms during the daytimes I thought of the lion and I
thought of him with joy. But I did not see him again.

In the late summer, with the hot noon trembling
over the plain, I saw the cloaked rider coming down
the river near to my house. Tied to a string behind him
walked the lion which had once been in my house. On
the lion's back sat the enormous red owl, which was
very much larger than the lion. The owl was holding
the black fish in its beak. The lion seemed to be finding
the owl heavy. he put his paws slowly down and
walked with his head hung low. This little caravan
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came past very close to my house. Lion, owl and
donkey looked at me, I was standing in the doorway of
my house. The cloaked man turned his head and gave
me a long stare with the white slits of his eyes. The lion
looked at me the longest. I hoped that the group would
stop at my house, perhaps to ask for some fresh water
to drink, but it passed by and slowly vanished in the
plain down the river. I stared after them for a long
time. That day I missed doing any of my work.

I have never seen the group again. Neighbours
who live miles away in he hills by the river also
remembered having seen the procession that day.
Nothing more happened. Sometimes I remember
them; and on the days when I think of the lion, I often
miss doing my usual work.

2
%>
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The Open Window

My Aunt will be down pressently, Mr. Nuttel,"
said a self-possessed young lady of 15. '"In the
meantime you must put up with me."

Framton Nuttel endeavored to say the correct
something to flatter the niece without unduly dis-
counting the aunt. Privately he doubted whether these
formal visits on total strangers would help the nerve
cure which he was supposed to be undergoing in this
rural retreat.

"T'll give you letters to everyone I know there,"
his sister had said. "Or else you'll bury yourself and
not speak to a soul, and your nerves will be worse than
ever from moping."

"Do you know many people around here?" asked
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the niece when she judge they had had sufficient
silent communion.

"Hardly a soul,” said Framton. "My sister visited
here four years ago, and she gave me letters of intro-
duction."

"Then you know practically nothing about my
aunt?" pursued the young lady.

"Only her name and address."

"Her great tragedy happened just three years
ago," said the child. "That would be since your sister's
time."

"Her tragedy?" asked Framton. Somehow in this
restful spot tragedies seemed out of place.

"You may wonder why we keep that window
open so late in the year," said the niece, indicating a
large french window that opened on to a lawn. "Out
through that window, three years ago to a day, her
husband and her two young brothers went off for their
day's shooting. In crossing the moor they were
engulfed in a treacherous bog. Their bodies were
never recovered."

Here the child's voice faltered, '""Poor Aunt al-
ways thinks that they'll come back someday, they and
the little brown spaniel that was lost with them, and
walk in at the window. That is why it is kept open
every evening till dusk. She has often told me how
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they went out, her husband with his white waterproof
coat over his arm. You know, sometimes on still
evenings like this, I get a creepy feeling that they will
all walk in through that window...."

She broke off with a little shudder. It was a relief
to Framton when the aunt bustled into the room with
a whirl of apologies for being late.

"I hope you don't mind the open window," she
said. "My husband and brothers will be home from
shooting, and they always come in this way."

She rattled on cheerfully about the prospects for
duck in the winter. Framton made a desperate effort to
turn the talk on to a less ghastly topic, conscious that
his hostess was giving him only a fragment of her
attentition, and that her eyes were constantly straying
past him to the open window.

"The doctors order me a complete rest from
mental excitement and physical exercise," announced
Framton, who labored under the widespread delusion
that total strangers are hungry for the last detail of
one's infirmities.

"Oh!" responded Mrs. Sappleton, vagurly. Then
she suddenly brightened into alert attention--but not to
what Framton was saying.

"Here they are at last!" she cried. "In time for tea."

Framton shivered slightly and turned toward the
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niece with a look of sympathetic comprehension. The
child was staring through the open window with dazed
horror in her eyes. Framton swung round and looked
in the same direction.

In the deepening twilight three figures were walk-
ing noiselessly across the lawn, a tired brown spaniel
close at their heels. They all carried guns, and one had
a white coat over his shoulders.

Framton grabbed his walking stick; the hall door
and the gravel drive were dimly noted stages in his
headlong retreat.

"Here we are, my dear," said the bearer of the
white mackintosh, coming in through the window.
"Who was that who bolted out as we came up?"

"A Mr. Nuttel," said Mrs. Sappleton, "who dashed
off without a word of apology when you arrived. One
would think he had seen a ghost."

"I expect it was the spaniel,” said the niece calmly.
"He told me he had a horror of dogs. He was once
hunted into a cemetery on the banks of the Ganges by
a pack of pariah dogs, and had to spend the night in a
newly dug grave with the creatures snarling and foam-
ing above him. Enough to make anyone lose their
nerve."

Romance at short notice was her speciality.

2
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Winter Oak

The fresh, sunlit January morning filled the young
schoolteacher with happy thoughts. She had come to
Uvarovka village only two years ago, straight out of
college, and already was considered the district's best
teacher of Russian. They knew her in Uvarovka itself,
in Kuzminki, in Black Gully village and in the far-off
peat settlement, and everywhere they called her Anna
Vassilyevna, adding the surname to show their re-
spect.

The school was a two-story brick building with
wide, frost-painted windows, its walls throwing a
reddish tint on the snow. 'Good morning, Annn
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Vassilyevna!" From some children the greeting
sounded in clear and riging voice; frm others it was
muffled in thick scarves and shawls that swathed the
young faces.

Anna's first lesson was to 12-and 13-year olds.
The children rose greeted her and sat down at their
desks. "We shall continue to study parts of speech
today," Anna said. She remembered how nervous she
had been about this lesson last year. Now, sensing
confidence coursing through her body, she began in a
calm, even voice: "A noun is a word that denotes a
subject-- a person, thing or quality. A subject is
anything about which you can ask the question What
is it? or Who is it? Who is it? -- a pupil. What is it?--
a book."

"May I come in?" A small figure in battered felt
boots stood in the door way. The round, wind red-
dened face glowed as if it would burst; the eyebrows
were white with frost.

"Late again, Savushkin." Anna enjoyed being
strict, but now an almost plaintive note sounded in her
voice. Savushkin quickly slid into his place. His
unpunctuality annoyed her; it somehow spoiled the
fine opening of the day.

"Is everything clear?" she asked the class.

"Yes!" chorused the children.
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"Very well. Then give me some examples."
Someone said haltingly, "Cat."

"Correct," said Ann. They continued, "window,
table, house, highway..." On an on until Anna said,
"That's enough. I can see you understand it."

Suddenly, as if awakened out of his sleep,
Savushkin stood up and shouted eagerly, ""Winter
Oak!"

The children laughed. "Quiet, please!" Anna
brought her palm down hard on the table.

"Winter oak!" repeated Savushkin, heedless of
the laughter around him or of Anna's order. His words
seemed to have burst out like a confession, like some
glorious secret that could not remain unshared.

Annoyed and uncomprehending, Anna asked,
barely controlling her irritation, "Why winter oak?"
'Oak’ is enough."

"An oak is nothing. A winter oak, there's a noun
for you."

"Sit down, Savushkin. That's what coming in late
leads to. Oak is a noun, and what 'winter' is in this case
we have not studied yet. You will come to teachers'
room during recess"

"Sit down, said Anna when Savushkin entered.
"Will you please tell me why you are always late?"

"I really don't know Anna Vassilyevna." he said,
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"I leave home an hour before school."

"Savushkin, you live in Kuzminki, don't you?"

"No, I live on the senatorium premises."

"Arent't you ashamed then to tell me you leave
home an hour leave home an hour before shcool?
Why, it's 15 minutes from the sanatorium to the road,
and no more than half an hour's walk down the road!"

"But I don't ever go down the road. I take a
shortcut through the forest."

"That's not very good. Savushkin. I'll have to
talk to your parents about it."

"There's only my mother, Anna Vassilyevna,"
Savushkin said softly.

Anna blushed. She remembered the boy's mother,
the "shower assistant."” A withered, tired- looking
woman who worked in the sanatorium hydrotherapy
section. Her husband had been killed in the war and
she brought up four children as best she could. She had
enough worry without being bothered about her son's
conduct. But all the same they must meet. "I'll have
to see your mother, then," said Anna. "What shift does
she work on?"

"She goes to work at three."

"Very well then. I finish at two. We'll go together
right after school."”

Savushkin led Anna along the path that started
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behind the school. As they entered the forest and the
heavy, snow- laden spruce closed behind them, they
found themselves in an enchanted white world of
peace and quiet. The path followed a frozen brook.
Occasionaly there were hares' tracks, and larger tracks
too, shaped like clover. "EIk," said Savushkin.

"Have you ever seen one?" asked Anna

"An elk. No. No such luck," sighed Savushkin.

They came to a vast clearing flooded with sun-
light. In the middle, in sparkling white raiment, stood
a tall and majestic old tree. Snow in the cracks of the
bark made its gigantic trunk look as if it was inlaid with
silver. "The winter oak!" gasped Anna. She ap-
proached the tree and halted under its glittering
branches.

Unaware of the tumult in his teacher's heart,
Savushkin busied himself with something at the foot
of the trunk, treating the magnificent tree with the
familiarity of a long- standing friendship. "Come here,
Anna Vassilyevna," he called. "Look!" He pushed
aside a large clump of snow with earth and old grass
clinging to its underside. A little ball plastered with
decayed leaves lay in the hollow below. "A hedge-
hog!" cried Anna.

Savushkin carefully restored the creature's pro-
tective covering of earth and snow. Then he dug at
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another spot and revealed a tiny cave with icicles
hanging at its opening. It was occupied by an immo-
bile brown frog. "Isn't he a sly one?" said the boy.
"Pretending he's dead. Just watch him leap as soon as
the sun warms him up a bit."

Savushkin guided Anna on through the world he
knew so well. In and around the winter oak were
hibernating bugs, lizards, insects, some hid among the
roots, others deep in the bark. Anna watched, fasci-
nated.

"Oh, oh, Mother'll be at work by now!" came
Savushkin's anxious voice.

Anna looked at her watch. A quarter past three.
Inwardly begging forgiveness of the oak, she said,
"Well, Savushkin, this only proves that a shortcut is
not always the best way to choose. You'll have to go
along the road from now on." Savushkin looked down
and did not reply.

Heavens! thought Anna, isn't this surely the clear-
est proof of my incomepetence!

"Thank you, Savushkin, for the lovely walk," she
said. "I didn't mean what I just told you. Of course
you can talk the forest path to school."”

"Thank you, Anna Vassilyevna." Savushkin
wanted to promise he would never be late again, but
was afraid he might not keep his promise. He raised
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his collar and, pulling down his hat, said. "I'll walk
you back to school."

"No, don't. I can find the way myself." She
started out, and then turned to take one last look at the
winter oak, tinged with pink by the setting sun. A
small dark figure stood at the foot of the trunk.
Savushkin did not go home. He stated to guad his
teacher's way.

And Anna knew that the most wonderful object in
that forest was not the winter oak but this small boy in
battered felt boots and patched clothes, the son of a
"shower assistant" and a soldier killed in the war.
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My Bargain with Hemingway

Twenty years ago I was stationed on a gunboat at
Chungking, China. I was only a junior lieutenant, but
in a modest way I was suddenly famous. At a Chinese
"blind auction" I had bid for a large sealed wooden
box, the contents of which were unknown. It was as
heavy as stone, and everyone at the auction was certain
it was filled with rocks, for the auctioneer was re-
nowned for his practical jokes.

I had bid 30 dollars. When the auctioneer pointed
to me and shouted, "Sold!" someone whispered, "An-
other sucker!" But when I opened the box, there were
groans of frustration and envy. Inside were two cases
of Whisky, a precious item in wartime Chungking.
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A clerk from the British consulate offered me 30
dollars for one bottle. I received other rich offers; but
I refused them all. It was almost time for me to be
transferred, and I planned to throw a big farewell
party.

It was at this time that Ernest Hemingway came to
Chungking. Like many another, he suffered from
what we called "Szechuan drought"-- a great thirst for
alcohlo when none was a vailable. One day he came
down to my gunboat. "I hear you have two cases of
booze," he said. "Yes."

"What'll you take for six bottles?"

"Sorry, sir, but they're not for sale. I'm saving
them all for a party when I receive orders to get out of
here."

Hemingway took out a fat roll of money "T'll give
you anything you want for a half dozen bottles," he
said.

"Anything?"

"You name the price."

I thought this over. "O.K.I'll swop you six bottles for
six lessons on how to become a writer."

"That's steep,” he said. "Hell, man, it took me years to
learn my trade."”

"And it took me years of being cheated at auctions
before I struck it rich."
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Hemingway grinned. "It's a bargain."

I handed him the six bottles. During the next five
days he gave me five lessons. He was a superb teacher.
Also, he had a habit of making jokes. Frequently I
would upull his leg, especially about the whisky...

"You know, Mr. Hemingway, my taking a chance
at that auction has certainly paid off. First, I fooled
that Chinese auctioneer. And how I had the laugh on the
other customers who were too scared to bid! And now
for six bottles of whisky I'm getting the hard- earned
literary secrets of a great writer."

He winked.

"You're a shrewd trader. What I want to know is,
just how many of those other bottles have you been
tippling in private?"

"I haven't opened one, "I said.

"I'm saving every drop for my big party.

"Son, I want to give you some personal advice.
Never delay kissing a pretty girl or opening a bottle of
whisky. Both should be investigated as quickly as
possible."

Hemingway had to leave Chungking earlier than
he expected. I went to the airport with him, in order to
collect my sixth lesson.

"I haven't forgotten it," he said, "I'm going to
give it to you right now."
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The plane's engines were roaring, and he put his head
close to mine. "Bill," he said, "before you can write about
people, you must be a civilized man. To be civilized, you
must have two things; compassion and ability to roll with
the punches. Never laugh at a guy who has had bad luck.
And if you have bad luck, don't fight it; roll with it--and
bounce back."

"I can't see why that's important for a writer," I
interrupted, not quite understanding him.

"It's vital to anything you want in life," he said
slowly.

Porters were loading the luggage, and Hemingway
started off towards the arircraft. On the way he turned
and shouted, "Friend, you'd better sample that liquor before
sending out invitations to that big wingding!"

A few minutes later the plane was in the air. when I
got back to where the liquor was stowed, I opened a bottle.
Then another and another. All were filled with tea. The
Chinese auctioneer had cheated me after all!

Hemingway must have known that from the first day.
But he had never said so, never laughed at me, and had
kept his part of the bargain cheerfully. Now I knew what
he meant by being a civililzed man.
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The Faithful Wife

Until a week before Christmas George worked in
the station restaurant at the lunch counter. The last
week was extraordinarily cold, then the sun shone
strongly for a few days, though it was always cold
again in the evenings. There were three other men
working at the counter. For years they must have had
a poor reputation. Women, unless they were careless
and easy-going, never started a conversation with
them when having a light lunch at noontime. The girls
at the station always avoided the redcapped porters
and the countermen.

George, who was working there till he got enough
meney to go back home for a week and then start late
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in the year at college, was a young fellow with fine hair
retreating far back on his forehead and rather bad
upper teeth, but he was very polite and generous.
Steve, the plump Italian with the waxed black mous-
taches, who had charge of the restaurant, was very
fond of George.

Many people passed the restaurant window on the
way to the platform and the trains. The four men,
watching them frequently, got to know some of them.
Girls, brightly dressed and highly-powdered, loitered
in front of the open door. smiling at George, who saw
them so often he knew their first names. At noontime,
other girls, with a few minutes to spare before going
back to work, used to walk up and down the tiled
tunnel to the waitingroom. loafing the time away, but
they never even glanced in at the counter- men. It was
cold outside, the streets were slippery, and it was
warm in the station, that was all. George got to know
most of these girls too, and talked about them with the
other fellows.

George watched carefully one girl every day at
noon hour. The other men had also noticed her, and
two or three times she came in for a cup of coffee, but
she was so gentle, and aloofly pleasant, and so unob-
trusively beyond them, they were afraid to try and

amuse her with easy cheeful talk. George wished
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earbestly that she had never seen him there in the
restaurant behind the counter, even though he knew
she had never noticed him at all. Her cheeks were
ususlly rosy from the cold wind outside. When she
went out of the door to walk up and down for a few
minutes, and agreeable expression on her face, she
never once looked back at the restaurant. George,
following her with his eye while pouring coffee slowly, did
not expect her to look back. She was about twenty-
eigh, pretty, rather shy, and dressed plainly and poorly
in a thin blue-cloth coat without any fur on it. Most
girls managed to have a piece of fur of some kind on
their coats.

With little to do in the middle of the afternoon,
George used to think of her because of seeing her
every day and looking at her face in profile when she
passed the window. Then, on the day she had on the
light-fawnfelt hat, she smiled politely at him, when
having a cup of coffee, and as long as possible he
remained opposite her, clearning the counter with a
damp cloth.

The last night he worked at the station he went out at
about half past eight in the evening for he had an
hour to himself, and then worked on till ten o’clock. In
the morning he was going home, so he walked out of
the station and down the side streed to the docks, and
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was having only pleasant thouthts, passing the ware
house, looking out over the dark cold lake and liking
the tang of the wind on his face. Christmas was only
a week away. The snow was falling lazily and melting
wlowly when it hit the sidewalk. He was glad he was
through with the job at the restaurant.

An hour later, back at the restaurant, Steve said,
“A dame just phoned you, George, and left her number.”

“Do you know who she was?”’

“No, you got too many girls, George. Don’t you
know the number?”’

“I never saw it before.”

He called the number and did not recognize the
voice that answered him. A woman was asking him
pleasantly enough if he remembered her. He said he
did not. She said she had had a cup of coffee that
afternoon at noontime, and added that she had worn a
blue coat and a tancoloured felt hat, and even though
she had not spoken to him, she thought he would
remember her.

“Good Lord,” he said.

She wanted to know of he would come and see her
at half past ten that evening. Timidly he said he would,
and hardly heard her giving the address.Steve and the
other boys started to kid him brightly, but he was too
astonished, wondering how she had found out his
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name, to brother with them. The boys, saying goodbye
to him later, winked and elbowed in the rib, urging
him to celebrate on his last night in the city. Steve,
who was very fond of him, shook his head sadly and
pulled the ends of his moustahed down into his lips.

The address the girl had given him was only eight
blocks away, so he walked, holding his hands clenched
tightly in his pockets, for he was cold from nervous-
ness. He was watching the automobile headlights
shinning on slippery spots on the sidewalk. The house,
opposite a public-school ground on a side street, was
a large old rooming-house. A light was in a window on
the second storey over the door. Ringing the bell he
didn’t really expect anyone to answer, and was sur-
prised when the gril herself opened the door.

“Good evening,” he said shyly.

“Oh, come upstairs,”’she said, smiling and prac-
tical.

In the front room he took off his overcoat and hat and
sat down slowly, noticing, out of the corner of his
eye, that she was even slimmer, and had nice fair hair
and lovely eyes. But she was moving very nervously.
He had intended to ask at once how she found out his
name, but forgot about it as soon as she sat down
opposite him on a camp bed and smiled shyly. She had
on a red wollen sweater, fitting her tightly at the
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waist. Twice he shook his head, unable to get used to
having her there opposite him, nervous and expectant.
The trouble was she had always seemed to aloof.

“You’re not very friendly,” she said awkwardly.

“Oh yes I am, Indeed I am.”

“Why don’t you come over her and sit beside
me?”

Slowly he sat down beside her on the camp bed,
smilling stupidly. Ashamed of himself, he finally
kissed her eagerly and she held on to him tightly. Her
heart was thumping under neath the red woollen
sweater.

Fimally she got up suddely, walking up and down the
room, looking occasionally at the cheap alarm clock on a
bureau. The room was slean but poorly furnished.

“What’s the matter?” he said irritable.

“My gril friend, the one I room with, will be home
in twetny minutes.”

“Come here anyway”

Slowly she sat down beside him.

Her shoulders were trembling and she kept on
watching the clock.

“You really must be out of here before Irene
comes home.” she said.

He noticed the red ring mark on her finger. “Are
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you sure you’re not waiting for your husband to come
home?” he said a bit irritably.

Frowing, looking away vaguely, she said, “Why
doy you have to say that?”

“There’s a ring mark on you finger.”

“I can’t help it,” she said, and began to cry quietly.
“Yes, oh yes, I’m waiting for my husband to come
home. He’ll be here at Christmas.”

“It's too bad. Can’t we do someting about it?”

“I tell you I love my husband. I do, I really and I’'m
faithful to him too.”

“May be I'd better go,” he said uncomfortably,
feeling ridiculous.

“Eh, what’s that? My husband, he’s at sanitarium.
He got his spine hurt in the war, then he got tubercu-
losis. He’s pretty bad. They’ve got to carry him
around. We want to love each other every time we
meet, but we can’t.”

“That’t stough, poor kid, and i suppose you’ve
got to pay for him.”

“Yes.”

“Do you have many fellows?”

“No. I don’t want to have any.”

“Do they come here to see you?”

“No. No, I don’t Know what got into me. I like
you, and felt a little crazy.”
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“I’ll slide along then. What’s your first name?”

“Lola, You’d better go now.”

“Couldn’t I see you again?” he said suddenly.

“No you’re going away tomorrow,” she said,
smiling congidently.

“So you’ve got it all figured out. Supposing I
don’t go?”

“Please, you must.”

Her arms were trembling when she held his over-
coat. She wanted him to go before Irene came home.
“You didn’t give me much time”, he said flatly. “I
think I’ll stay in the city a while longer.”

“It’s too bad, but you’ve got to go. We can’t see
each other again.”

As he went out of the door and down the walk to
the street he remembered that he hadn’t asked how she
had found out his name. Snow was falling lightly and
there were hardly any footprints on the sidewalk. All
All he could think of was that he ought to go back to
the restaurant, and ask Steve for his job again. Steve
was fond of him. But he knew he could not spoil it for
her. “She had it all figured out,” he muttered, turning

up his coat collar.
*
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Joe Craddock’s Old Woman

Julia Craddock was thrity-five and not once in her
life had she been pretty and charming. Thirty-five
years had passed -- youth and maturity -- and still no
beauty or charm. And the older she became the uglier
she was. Her body was hard and muscular from fifteen
years in the kitchen and over the wash tubs. Her hair
was coarse, stringy, and dingy. Her face had creased
into lines of toil and hideousness and her breasts had
fallen flat to her chest like saddle flaps. No man had
ever seen in julia anything but the repugnant sugges-
tion of a female. Not even Joe, her husband. She to
him had always been Old Woman.

And now she was dead.
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Death was her compensation. As it came it was a
compensation for the ugliness of her face and body,
and of her life. She had been miserable while she lived
-- eleven children, fourteen cow, and a flock of
chickens. --And eight stinking hogs. Not once had
julia left the farm in over ten years. Work, work, work,
from four in the morning till nine at night; never a
vacation, a trip to town, nor time to bathe all over. Joe
worked all the time, too. Yet his labor returned
nothing but an aching back, heartbeak, and poverty.
The harder he wroked the poorer he became. If he
made tweny bales of cotton in the fall the price would
drop to where he could barely pay for the fertilizer --
usually not even that. Or if the price went up to thirty
cents a pound he would, by the curse of too much rain
or not enough rain, have no cotton to sell. There with
Joe and Julia life wasn’t worth living very long.

And now Julia was dead. And she had never been
pretty, nor had she ever felt as though she were. Not
once had she had silk against her skin, powder on her
nose, a glow on her cheeks, or all the dirt removed
from the underside of her fingernails.

The undertaker came and carried her body away.
The next morning he brought it back prepared for the
burial that afternoon in the cemetery beside the camp-
meeting grounds.
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But what a body he brought back!

For a long time Jow wouldn’t believe it was Julia.
But he found the photograh she had given him a few
weeks before they were married and then he knew it
was Julia. She looked like a young girl again.

Julia had been bathed all over, and her hair had
been shampooed. Her hands were white, and the
fingernails manicured; her face was clean and smooth
with powder and rouge, and cotton in her mouth
levelled the hollows of her cheeks. For once Julia was
beautiful. Joe couldn’t take his eyes from her. He sat
all day by the casket, silent, weeping, worshiping her
beauty. She was clothed in silk -- stockings ans
chemise -- and over that a sea-blue dress. The silk
dress was sleeveless and cut low in the bust. The
undertaker had made her look like a beautiful young
girl.

That afternoon she was buried with her beauty in
the cemetery at the camp-meeting grounds.Joe begged
at the last minute to have the funeral postponed until
the next day, but the undertaker wouldn’t listen to him.
And neither did he understand.

Julia’s children, with the exception of the oldest
two, were not certain of what had become of their
mother. It was several years before they could believe
that the body the undertaker brought back was that of
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Julia their mother.

“But that woman in the coffin was a beautiful
lady,” they woyld say.

“Yes.” Joe told them, “Julia -- your mother -- was
beautiful lady.”

Then he would go to the dresser drawer and take
out the photograph for them to see.

o
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The Daughter

It was a stormy winter night. The sky overcast
with dark clouds seemed to make the winter more
gloomy. Soon, the storm subsided and it began to
snow heavily. It was nearing midnight. In the sur-
rounding far off hills, lift seemd to have come to a
standstill. But for the distant barking of a dog, pin-
drops silence prevalied all around.

Dr. Raghav, after finishing writing his diary, was
preparing go to to bed. The hot-water bottle placed by
his caring wife in his bed, gave a soothing feeling to his
tired body. He quickly Covered himself with the quilt
and closed his eyes. Since morning he had been
constantly attending to his patients. A famous doctor
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in this area, he was in his early forties. He was very
popular among his friends and patients. After an
extremely hard day’s work, he seemed to be too tired
even to have a chat wiht his wife. Soon he was fast
asleep. Outside, the dark clouds had parted and the
moon was peeping out. And in the cold foggy moonlit
night, a dark shadow moved towards the residence of
Dr. Raghav.

Tak! Tak! Tak!

There was knock at the doctor’s door.

Nobody seemed to notice it.

Once, twice, thrice; the knocking became more
vigorous and louder. Suddenly Mrs. Raghav awoke.
As she was trying to concentrate on the noise, there was
more knocking at the door.

“listen,”” she woke her husband. “Somebody is
knocking at the door.”

“Listen,”’” she woke her husband. “Somebody is
knocking at the door.”

“At this hour? It is half-past-one. Anyway call
Ramu, let him see who it is” said Dr. Raghav.

Mrs. Raghav went to the adjoining room and called
her servant Ramu.

“What is the matter, madam?’’ asked the bewil-
dered Ramu.

“Someone is knocking at the door”’Mrs. Raghav
said.
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“Please Madam, don’t open the door,” Ramu was
inexplicably frightened.

“Doctor Sahib, Doctor Sahib.”’... the voice of a young
girl was heard at the door.

“A girl at such an odd hour.?”” Mrs Raghav won-
dered.

“Who is there?”” Ramu shouted from inside.

“Please open the door,’’the tired voice replied
from outside the door. “My mother is seriouly ill.”

“Come in the morning, Doctor Sahib is fast asleep,”
Ramu replied as instructed by his madam.

“But by that time she will be daed.”

There was a pause.

“Who is there Ramu?”’ Dr Raghav called.

“Sahib, it is young girl.”

“What does she want?”

“Her mother is seriously ill.”

On hearing this Dr Raghav could no longer re-
main in bed. He donned his pull-over and walked
down the stairs.

“What is the matter?”” He opened the door.

A blast of cold wind hit his face. He took a step
backwards. It was terribly cold and windy outside. A
little girl of about thirteen was standing a few steps
away from his door. Her face was quite invisible. She
wore a torn black coat with big patches all over. She
seemed to be shivering in the cold.
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Dark clouds again started gathering and it soon
started snowing.

She folded her hands and requested, “Please doc-
tor sahib, come and see my mother. She is very
serious.”

There was deep sorrow in her voice. He could
not refuse. Something a bout the girl’s demeanour sent
a chill down the doctor’s spine. But he consoled
himself. After all her mother must be ill. He brushed
aside all his fears and with his medical box in his hand
followed the strange and unknown figure.

In the heavily snowing atmosphere, it was so cold
and so silent that he coul feel his fast heartbeat. After
crossing many lanes and bylanes, the girl moved
towards an old, abandoned house.There was not even
a single sign of life around. The walls had no been
white-washed for years. There was an undnding row
of cobwebs around. It was dingy and dark inside. He
had to follow her upstairs through a dirty, unclean
staricase. Dr Raghav almost struck sgainst a wall as
it was so dark there. But in corner room an old, dim
bulb was the only source of light.

A painful groan of an elderly woman was heard
from the half-open door of the room. Dr Raghav didn’t
wait any linger. He pushed the door in. An ailing
woman in her mid-fifties was lying on the bed coveded
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with a dirty torn quilt with patches all over.

She seemed to be suffering from a chronic illness
as she had been reduced to a mere skeleton.

““What is the problem,” The doctor sat down by
her side.

“Doctor,”’she groaned, I feel great pain in breath-
ing. I think my end is near,”” the poor woman said with
great diffculty.

“Don’t lose hope. I will try my best.”

Dr Raghav’s experienced hands examined her
with great care and affection. She was quite seriously
ill but was not a hopeless case.

Dr Raghav gave an injection and some pills. In
addition to all these, he gave some doze for the next
day also. The patient looked deeply into his face with
extreme gratitude. Tears rolled down her cheeks as
she folded her hands to bid him good-bye.

It was two o’clock in the morning. The cold had
increased and the mist had deepened. As he quickly
came out of the building, he realised that he had not
seen the girl around. Suddenly she also appeared on
the scence and led doctor back home.

As he approached his lane, he started moving
faster. His blood grew warmer. He looked around.
The dark figure of the girl was no more to be seen. He
almost froze with fear as he neared his residence.
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His wife and Ramu were waiting for him.

“Well, it was a serious patient, and I can only say
that I treated her at the proper time.” He smiled at his
anxious wife and Ramu.

Dr Raghav felt a great relief after this rerrible
ordeal as he again entered his cozy bed, with a sense
of happiness and fulfilment.

Two days passed.It was quite a pleasant Sunday
morning. Dr Raghav was cheerfully playing with his
son in the garden. Like a thunderbolt from the blue he
suddenly remembered that he had not seen the woman
at the big old building again. The girl too never came
back again to report her condition.

“Oh God, I must go and see her,”” he said to
himself.

“Where are you going?”’ his wife called out.

“I will be back soon,” Dr Raghav hurried.

Though he had visited that building only once, he
could find the way without much difficulty. He
entered the half-open door and wound his way up-
stairs. The old woman was not in her bed.

““Gosh, has she died?’’ a shiver went down his
whole body. ‘“No, it cannot be. I gave her the best
treatment I could.”

The door of the room opened with a creaking
noise. The woman entered, looking better than before.
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As she recognised him, tears of gratitude rolled down
her cheeks.

“Why are you weeping? You seem to be quite well
now, ’he said.

She nodded. But suddenly she raised her head
and stared into his eyes.

“Doctor, how did you come to know that I was on
the deathbed?”’

“A Strange question. Why, your daughter fetched
me to this place.”

“My daugeter.” She gave a strange smile. ‘““You
mean her.”’ She pointed at the framed photograph of
a girl hanging on the wall.

It was the same little girl in a black coat.

“Yes, she is the same girl, where is she?”’he asked
looking at the black coat hanging in a corner. It was
the same coat that she wore that night.

Tears again started rolling down her cheeks. “Why,
what, what is the matter?’’Dr Raghav asked bewil-
dered.

“She died long back, doctor, and left me alone,”
the poor woman sobbed. “She was my daughter, sweetest
of all.”

In a flash, Dr Raghav remembered that chilly
night when he had followed the dark shadow of that
girl. His blood ran cold. His eyes again turned towards
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the photo. The old photo of the little girl was gar-
landed with flowers which had almost turned brown.
He could not turn his eyes away. It seemed she stood
there before him with a smile and saying ‘“Thank you,
thank you very much doctor!”

-
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Mr. Know-It-All

I was prepared to dislike Max Kelada even before
I knew him. I was sailing from San Francisco to
Yokohama, and ocean liners in those postwar days
were so heavily booked you could not hope for cabin
to yourself. I was thankful to be given one in which
there were only two berths. But when I found Mr.
Kelada’s luggage already there I did not like the look
of it. There were too many labels on the suitcases. His
toilet things were already unpacked and I observed
that his brushes, ebony with gold monogram, would
have been all the better for a scrub.

I made my way into the smoking room and called
for a pack of cards. I had scarceky started my game of
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solitaire when he found me, “I am Mr. Kelada,” he
said, and sat down.

“Oh, yes, we’re sharing a cagin.”

“Bit of luck, I call it. You never know who you’re
going to be put in with. Put your three on the four,” he
said.

There is nothing more exasperating than to be told
where to put the card you have turned up before you
have had a chance to look for yourself.

“It’s coming out!” he cried. “The ten on the
knave.”

With rage and hatred in my heart I finished, then
said I would go down to the dining room and get my
seat at table.

“I’ve already taken a seat for you,” he said. “I
thought that as we were in the same state-room we
might just as well sit at the same table.”

I did not like Mr. Kelada.

I could not walk round the deck without his
joining me. It never occurred to him that he was not
wanted. He was a good mixer, and in three days he
knew everyone on board. He ran everything. He
managed the sweepstakeds, conducted the auctions,
arranged the fancydress ball. He was everywhere and
always. He was certainly the best-hated man in the
ship. We called him Mr. Know-It-All, even to his face.
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He tool it as a compliment.

Mr. Kelada would have had it all his own way at
table except for a man named Ramsey, who was as
dogmatic as Mr. Kelada and resented bitterly the
other’s cocksureness. The discussions they had were
acrimonious and interminable.

Ramsey was in the American Consular Service at
Kobe. He was on his way back to resume his post,
having been on a flying visit to New York to fetch his
wife who had been spending a year at home. Mrs.
Ramsey was a pretty little thing, with pleasant man-
ners and a sense of humou. You could not look at her
without being struck by her modesty. It shone in
her like a flower on a coat.

One evening at dinner the conversation by chance
drifted to pearls. There had been in the papers a good
deal of talk about the cultured pearls which the Japa-
nese were marketing, and somone remarked that they
must inevitably diminish the value of real ones. Mr.
Kelada, as was his habit, told us all that was to be
known about pearls. I do not believe Ramsey knew
anything about them, but he could not resist the
opprtunity to have a fling at Kelada.

“I ought to know what I am talking about,” said
Kelada. “I’m going to Japan just to look into this pearl
business. I’m in the trade and what I don’t know about
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pearls isn’t worth knowing.”

He looked round the table triumphantly. “They’ll
never be able to get a cultured petal that an expert like
me can’t tell with half an eye.” He pointed to a string
of pearls Mrs. Ramsey was wearing. “You take my
word for it, Mrs. Ramsey, your pearls will never be
worth a cent less than they are now.”

Mrs. Ramsey in her modest way flushed a little
and slipped the pearls inside her dress. Ramsey leaned
forward. He gave us all look, and a smile flickered in
his eyes. “I didn’t buy the string of pearls my wife is
wearing myself, but I’d be interested to know how
much you think it cost.”

“Oh, in the trade somewhere round $ 15,000,”
said Kelada. “But if it was bought on Fifth Avenue I
should’t be surprised to hear that it cost up to $
30,000.”

Ramsey smiled grimly. “You’ll be surprised to
hear that Mrs. Ramsey boutht that strign at a depart-
ment store, the day before we left New York, for $ 18.”

“Rot. It’s not only real, but it’s as fine a string for
its size as I’ve ever seen.”

“Will you bet on it?” I’ll bet you $ 100 it’s
imitation.”

“Done.”

“Oh, Elmer, you can’t bet on a certainty,” said
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Mrs. Ramsey. She had a little smile on her lips and her
tone was gently deprecating.

“Can’t I? If I get a chance of easy money like that
I should be all sorts of a fool not to take it.”

“Let me look at the necklace. If it’s imitation I’'ll
tell you quickly enough. I can afford to lose a hundred
dollars,” said Mr. Kelada.

“Take it off, dear,” said Ramsey. “Let the gentle
man look at it as much as he wants.”

Mrs. Ramsey hesitated a moment. She put her
hands to the clasp. “I can’t undo it,” she said. “Mr.
Kelada will just have to take my word for it.”

I had a sudden suspicion that something unfortu-
nate was about to occur, but I could think of nothing to
say. Ramsey jumpted up. “I’ll undo it,” he said.

He handed the necklace to Mr. Kelada, who took
a magnifying glass from his pocket and closely exam-
ined it. A smile of triumph spread over his smooth and
swarthy face. He handed back the pearls. He was about
to speak. Suddenly he caught sight of Mrs. Ramsey’s
face. She was staring at him with wide and terfified
eyes. They held a desperate appeal; it was so clear that
I wondered why her husband did not see it.

Mr. Kelada stopped with his mouth open. He
flushed deeply. You could almost see the effort he was
making “I was mistaken.” he said. “It’s a very good
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imitation, but of course as soon as I looked through my
glass I saw that it wasn’t real.”

He took out a $ 100 bill and handed it to Ramsey
without a word.

“Perhaps that’ll teach you not to be so cocksure
another time, my friend,” said Ramsey as he took the
note.

I noticed Mr. Kelada’s hands were trembling.

The story spred over the ship as stories do, and
he had to put up with a good deal of charr that evening.
It was a fine joke that Mr. Know-It-All had been
caught out.

The next morning I got up and began to shave
Mr. Kelada lay on his bed smoking a cigarette. Sud-
denly there was a scraping sound and I saw a letter
pushed under the door. It was adredded to Kelada.

He took out of the envelope not a letter but a $ 100
bill. He looked at me and reddened.

“No one likes being made to look a fool,” he said.

“Were the pearls real?”

“If I had a pretty little wife I shouldn’t let her
spend a year in New York while I stayed at Kobe,” said
he.

At that moment I did not entirely dislike Mr.
Kelada.
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A Rose For Miss Caroline

Every Saturday night, all through that lazy spring,
I used to take a rose to Miss Caroline Wellford. Every
Saturday night, rain or shine, at exactly eight o’ clock.

It was always the best rosev in the shop. I would
watch Old Man Olsen nest it tenderly in green tissue
paper and fern. Then I would take the narrow box and
pedal furiously though the quiet street and deliver the
rose to Miss Caroline. In those days, after school and
on Saturdays, I worked as delivery boy for Olsen the
florist. The job paid only three dollars a week, but that
was a lot for a teen-ager then.

Fom the beginning there was something a little
strange about those rose-orather, about the circum-
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stances under which I delivered them. The night the
first one was sent I pointed out to Mr. Olsen that he had
forgotten the card.

He peered at me through his glasses like a benevo-
lent gnome. “There isn’t any card, James.” He never
called me Jimmy. “And furthermore the -uh-party
sending this flower wants it done as quietly as possi-
ble. So keep it under your hat, will you?”

I was glad Miss Caroline was geting a flower,
because we all felt sorry for her. As everybody in our
small town knew, the worst of all fates had befallen
Miss Caroline. She had been jilted.

For years she had been as good as engaged to
Jeffrey Penniman, one of the ablest young bachelors in
town. She had waited while he got himself through
medical school. She was still waiting when, halfway
through his internship, Dr. Penniman fell in love with
a younger, prettier girl and married her.

It was almost a scandal. My mother said that all
men were brutes and that Jet frey Penniman deserved
to be horse-whipped. My father said, on the contrary,
that it was the right -- no, the sacred duty -- of every man
to marry the prettiest girl who would have him.

The girl Jeffrey Penniman married was a beauty,
all right. Her mame was Christine Marlowe, and she
came from a big city. She must have had an uncom-
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fortable time in our town, because naturally the women
despised her and said unkind things about her.

As for poor Miss Caroline the effect on her was
disastrous. For six months she had shut herself up in
her house, stopped leading her Girl Scout troop, given
up all civic activities. She even refused to play the
organ at church anymore.

Miss Caroline wasn’t old or unhandsome, but she
seemed determined to turn herself into an eccentric old
maid. She looked like a ghost that night when I
delivered the first rose. “Hello, Jimmy,” she said
listlessly. When I handed her the box, she looked
startled -- “For me?”

Again the next Saturday, at exactly the same time,
I found my self delivering another rose to Miss Caroline.
And the next Saturday yet another. The third time she
opened the door so quickly that I knew she must have
been waiting. There was a little color in her cheeks,
now, and her hair no longer looked so straggly.

The morning after my fourth trip to her house,
Miss Caroline played the organ again in church. The
rose, I saw, was pinned to her blouse. She held her
head high; she did not glance once at the pew where
Dr. Penniman sat with his beautiful bride. What
courage, my mother said, what character!

Week after week I delivered the rose, and gradu-
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ally Miss Caroline resumed her normal life. There was
something proud about her now, something defiant
almost-- the attitude of a woman who may have
suffered an outward defeat, but who knows inwardly
that she is still cherished and loved.

The night came, eventually, when Imade may final
trip to Miss Caroline’s house. I said, as I handed her
box, “This is the last time I'll bring this, Miss Caroline.
We're moving away next week. But Mr. Olsen says
he'll keep sending the flowers.”

She hesitated. Then she said, “Come in for a
mimute, Jimmy.”

She led me into her prim sitting room. From the
mamtel she took a model of a sailing ship, exquisitely
carved, “This was my grandfather’s,” she said. “I,d
like you to have it. You’ve broughr me great happi-
ness, Jimmy--you and your roses.”

She opened the box, touched the delicate petals.
“They say so much, though they are silent. They speak
to me of other Saturday nights, happy ones. They tell
me that he, too, is lonely...” She bit her lip, as if she
had said too much. “You’d better go now, Jimmy.
Go!”

Clutching my ship model, I fled to my bicycle.
Back at the shop, I did what I had never to do. I looked
in the file where Mr.Olsen Kept his untidy records, and
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I Found what I was looking for. “Penninman,” it said,
in Mr. Olsen’s crabbed script. “Fifytow American
Beauties -25 C. Total: $ 13. Paid in advance.” Well.
I thought to myself. Well!

The years went by, and one day I came again to
Olsen’s flower shop. Nothing had changed. Old Man
Olsen was making a corsange of gardenias, just as he
used to do.

We talked awhile, my old boss and I. Then I said,
“Whatever became of Miss Caroline? You remember
--she got the roses.”

“Miss Caroline?” He nodded. “Why, She married
Gerorge Halsey--owns the drugsrote. Fine fellow.
They have twins.”

“Oh!” I said, a bit suprise. Then I decided to
show Mr. Olsen how smart I had been. “D’you
suppose,” I said, “that Mrs. Penniman ever knew her
hasband was sending flowers to his old flame?”

Mr. Olsen sighed “James, you never were very
bright. Jeffrey Penniman didn’t send them. He never
even knew about’em.”

I srared at him. “Who did, them?”

“A lady,” said Mr. Olsen. He put the gardenias
carefully into a box. “A lady who said she wasn’t
going to sit around watching Miss Caroling make a
martyr of herself at her expense. Christine Penniman
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sent those roses.”
“Now there.” he said, closing the lid with finality,

“was a woman for you!”
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